Indiana Election Commission
Minutes
September 23, 2025

Members Present: Beth Boyce, Chairman of the Indiana Election Commission
(*“Commission™); Suzannah Wilson Overholt, Vice Chair of the Commission; Karen Celestino-
Horseman, member; John Westercamp, member; Dayna Colbert, Proxy for Commissioner
Celestino-Horseman; Tony Overholt, Proxy for Commissioner Wilson Overholt.

Members Absent: None.

Staff Attending: J. Bradley King, Co-Director, Indiana Election Division of the Office of the
Secretary of State (Election Division); Angela M. Nussmeyer, Co-Director of the Election
Division; Matthew Kochevar, Co-General Counsel of the Election Division; Valerie Warycha,
Co-General Counsel of the Election Division; Abbey Taylor, Campaign Finance Coordinator,
Indiana Election Division; Michelle Thompson, Campaign Finance Coordinator, Indiana Election
Division.

Others Attending: Mr. James Ake; Mr. Ray Anderson; Mr. Oliver Barig; Ms, Naomi Bechtold;
Mr, Joseph Bookwalter; The Hon. Bruce Borders, Indiana State Representative; Mr. Alex Burton;
Mzr. John L. Couch; Ms. Brittany Doyle; Mr, Spencer Drumm, Voting System Technical
Oversight Program (VSTOP); Mr. Michael Erler; Ms. Estela Espinosa; Mr, Greg and Ms. Mary
Fehribach; Mr. Eric Griffin; The Hon, Earl Harris, Jr., Indiana State Representative; Ms. Linda
Heitzman; Mr, David Horvath; Mr, Pablo Hurtado; Mr. Tom John; Mr. Zach Klutz; The Hon, La
Keisha Jackson, Indiana State Senator; Mr. James McKanna; Mr, Evan McMahon; Mr, Tim
McVey; Ms. Yvonne Metcalfe; Mr. Willie Montgomery; Mr, Jonathan Myers; Ms. Karla Lopez
Owens; Mr. Stephen Perking; Mr. Johannes Poulard; The Hon. Lonnie Randolph, Indiana State
Senator; Mr, Greg Rathnow; Mr, Rick Ring; Mr. Keil Roark; Mr. Steven Uhey; Mr. Joshua
Vergiels; Ms. Destiny Wells; Ms. Robin Williams; Ms. Sarina Williams; The Fon. R. Michael
Young, Indiana State Senator; Ms. Megan Zwick.

1. Call to Order:;

The Chairman called the September 23, 2025 meeting of the Commission to order at
10:00 a.m, EDT in Conference Room B, Indiana Government Center South, 402 West
Washington Street, Indianapolis.

2. Transaction of Commission Business:

The Commission proceeded to transact the business set forth in the Transcript of
Proceedings for this meeting prepared by Maria W. Collier, RPR, CRR, of Stewart
Richardson and Associates, which is incorporated by reference into these minutes.

The following scrivenet’s etror is corrected:

Page 187, line 11, replace “too to” with “to do”.



The Commission adjourned its meeting at 5:47 p.m. EDT.

Respecttully submitted,

J. Bradley King %a

Co-Director ‘ Co-Directo

APPROVED:
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APPEARANCES
| NDI ANA ELECTI ON COVWM SSI ON:
Bet h Boyce - Chairman
Suzannah W1 son Overholt - Vice Chairmn
Tony Overholt - Proxy for Suzannah WIson Overholt
John Westercanp - Menber
Karen Cel esti no-Horseman - Menber

Dayna Col bert - Proxy for Karen Cel esti no-Hor senan

| NDI ANA ELECTI ON DI VI SI ON STAFF:

Angela M Nussneyer - Co-Director

J. Bradley King - Co-Director

Mat t hew Kochevar - Co- Counsel

Val eri e Warycha - Co- Counsel

M chel l e Thonpson - Canpai gn Fi nance Director
Abbey Tayl or - Canpai gn Fi nance Director
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CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. This neeting of the

| ndi ana El ection Comm ssion is officially called to
order. | first want to just really quick maybe
take a point and just introduce nyself. And we
have anot her new nenber of the Comm ssion. So |
just wanted to say hello. M nane is Beth Boyce,
and I will be chairing this Conmm ssion now, Sso
happy to be here.

MR, WESTERCAMP: And |' m John \West er canp.
Thank you so nmuch, and |I'm happy to be here as
wel | .

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So the foll owi ng nenbers of
the Comm ssion are present: Mself, the chairman,
Bet h Boyce; Suzannah W/Ison Overholt, our vice
chai rman; Karen Cel esti no- Horseman; and John
Westercanp. Indiana Election Division staff, we
have the co-directors, Brad King and Angie
Nussneyer; co-general counsels, Mtthew Kochevar
and Val erie Warycha. W also have with us our
court reporter, Maria Collier, from Stewart
Ri char dson Deposition Servi ces.

Before we continue the neeting, | want to
rem nd everyone on behalf of the court reporter to
do the followng: Identify yourself when begi nning

to speak. Spell your nanme when identifying
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yoursel f. Speak clearly and do not speak at the

sanme tinme as others.

Up next, the docunentation of conpliance with
Open Door Law. | request that the co-directors
confirmthat the Conm ssion neeting has been
properly noticed as required under the Open Door
Law, including new nmenbership infornmation
requi renments which becane effective July 1, 2025.

MR. KING Madam Chai rman, nenbers of the
Comm ssion, on behalf of nyself and Co-Director
Nussneyer, we confirmthat this Comm ssion neeting
was properly noticed in conpliance with the
requi renents of the Open Door Law.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Very good.

Next up, we'll go to the approval of the
Sept enber 30, 2024, Indiana Election Conm ssion
mnutes. | recognize the co-directors to present
the mnutes of the referenced neeting.

MR. KING Madam Chai rman and nenbers of the
Comm ssion, Co-Director Nussneyer and nyself
reviewed the m nutes of the Conm ssion and
recommend themto you for your approval.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: G eat.

|s there a notion to approve each of the

m nutes as presented?
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VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So noved.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |Is there a second?

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Any di scussi on?

Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "

The "ayes" have it, and the notion to approve
each of the mnutes is adopted.

| s there consent from each of the nenbers to
aut hori ze the Election Division to use our
I ndi vi dual signature stanps to docunent our
approval of the docunents at this neeting?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Yes, consent.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Consent .

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: The Election Division is
aut horized to act accordingly.

Next, we wll nove to the adm nistration of
the oath. Any person who plans to testify at
today's neeting on any natter, please stand for the
adm ni stration of the oath.

| recogni ze Matthew Kochevar to adm nister the
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oat h.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Thank you, Madam Chair. | can
actually speak in the m crophone and al so stand up
at the sane tine.

So all those who plan to testify before the
| ndi ana El ecti on Comm ssion, please raise your
right hand and say "I do" after recitation of the
oat h.

Do you solemly swear, under the pains and
penalties of perjury, that the testinony you are
about to give to the Indiana Election Conm ssion is
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth? Please say "I do."

ALL: | do.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Very good. Thank you.

Next, we will go into the voting system
approval protocols report. The chair recognizes
the co-directors to provide a report regarding the
protocols for the Conm ssion to consider
applications for approval of a voting system or
recertification of a previously approved voting
system

The chair will then recognize representatives
of the Voting System Techni cal Advisory Program

al so known as VSTOP, to provide information
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regardi ng the proposed addendumto the 2021

prot ocol s adopted by the Conm ssion at that tine,
and the proposed 2025 protocols for voting system
approval .

MR. KING Madam Chai rman, nenbers of the
Comm ssion, Brad King, co-director. As the chair
indicated in her remarks, there is an existing
prot ocol adopted by the Comm ssion regardi ng the
wor k of the VSTOP programin presenting
recomendati ons to the Comm ssion regarding
approval of voting systens. That protocol was
adopted in 2021.

Since that date in particular, during the 2025
session, there were substantive changes made to the
| aws governing the functioning of voting systens in
| ndi ana. The 2021 protocols reflect those changes,
and they are presented to the Comm ssion today with
t he understandi ng that the 2025 protocols, which
will be used for recertification of existing
systens or new systens going forward, will be
amended or will incorporate the changes nade in the
2021 protocols as well.

And 1'Ill defer to ny counterpart, Co-Director
Nussneyer, for further comments.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Thank you, Co-Director King.
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| agree with all of his comments this norning.

| just want to be a little bit nore specific
per haps. The 2021 protocols are bei ng anended,
which is in your binder this norning. They're
bei ng anended primarily for two main reasons, and
that is the way that we el ect school board
candi dates. This past |egislative session, school
board candi dates were nmade potentially partisan. A
candi date can affiliate wth the Denocratic,
Republ i can, Libertarian party, wth another m nor
party, be an independent, or |eave the field bl ank.
And so we wanted to ensure that the systens
that had been previously certified in 2021, as they
nove forward with renewals for 2025 noving forward
for the next four years, could, in fact, make
school board races partisan and al so accommopdate a
blank field for the party affiliation, and that it
woul d al so permt nore than one candi date from any
political party to be presented under the school
board races. Specifically, let's say a school
board race is a vote-for-one race. Odinarily that
woul d nean one Denocrat, one Republican, one
Li bertarian, and so forth on the ballot wth the
exception of others, but under the new | aw, you

coul d have five Denocrats running in a vote-for-one
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race, ten Republicans running. And so we wanted to

confirmthat the voting systens, as they nove
forward, that we reviewed that.

There's also a | aw change froma couple years
ago where, if you have a specific type of school
corporation referendum question, a public question,
that if you noved out of the school corporation in
the final 30 days leading up to the election, you
have to be given a special ballot that excludes
that public question, but the voter can vote on all
the rest of the races.

And so it's substantially simlar to what the
vendors would do in the primary for a 17-year-old
bal |l ot where a 17-year-old who can be registered to
vote and vote in the May primary, they can nom nate
candi dates for the Novenber election; they just
can't determne the fate of a public question, and
so then that public question has to be renoved from
that special 17-year-old ballot. That was never
true for Novenber until this |aw changed dealing
wi th school corporations, and so we just want to
confirmthat that public question can be omtted as
a ballot style for the Novenber el ection.

And then the 2025 protocols, for any type of

nodi fication or new systemcertification after




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

) Page 11
renewal , then that has the anended version of the

2021 protocols, but also includes the optional
feature for optical scan voting systens to include
a ballot retraction feature for absentee ballots.
But that is in the 2025 protocol.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Are there any initial
guestions for the co-directors?

| f not, then the chair recognizes VSTOP for
further information regarding this matter.

MR DRUM M/ nane is Spencer Drumm
D-r-u-mm

Good norning, everybody. VSTOP would like to
present the 2021 Amendnent 1 protocol for the
Comm ssion's approval. The main areas that have
been updat ed, going along wth what was al ready
stated, include the school board party
desi gnations, added test ballots, and a |ist of
recomended, but not required, special characters.
The vendors | ooking for recertification in 2025
must neet these new requirenents, and we | ook
forward to VSTOP presenting recommendati ons on
t hese voting systens.

Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Based on this

information, | nove that the proposed addendumto
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the 2021 protocols be adopted to take effect

I mredi ately.

|s there a second?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Any further discussion?

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | just have a quick
guestion to get sonmething straight in ny mnd.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Sure.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So as far as the
bal | ot goes for the school districts -- is that
part of this?

M5. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So as far as the
bal | ot goes for the school district, no one has to
go through a primary or are we tal king about this
being a problemin the primary? Are we talKking
about it being changed in general? So are you
going to have ten Denocrats on a primary ballot or
ten Denocrats in the general ?

M5. NUSSMEYER |If | may, Madam Chair. No.
The law was witten so that school board candi dates
are still just elected in the Novenber el ection.
They are not on the primary el ection ballot, and
strai ght party voting does not apply to themin

Novenber.
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MR. KING Madam Chai rwonman, | woul d agree

with Co-Director Nussneyer regarding that.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Wth no further
di scussi on or questions, the question is on the
approval of the addendumto the 2021 protocols.
Al in favor, signify by saying "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

The notion is adopted, and the addendumto the
2021 protocols is adopt ed.

kay. In keeping wwth the Comm ssion's
actions in 2021, | nove that the 2025 protocols for
voti ng system approval s be forwarded to each voti ng
system vendor to provide any response for
consi deration by the Comm ssion at its next
neet i ng.

|s there a second?

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Any di scussi on,
guestions?

Hearing none, the question is on the
transmttal of the proposed 2025 protocols for

voting system approvals and that those be
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transmtted to each voting systemvendor with a

voting systemcurrently approved for marketing and

use in Indiana. All in favor, signify by saying

aye.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WVESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

The notion is adopt ed.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | have a question.
What is the deadline for reply?

MR. WESTERCAMP: Fromthe vendors?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Uh- huh.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Co-Director King.

MR. KING Madam Chai rman, Conm ssi oner
Cel estino-Horseman, as | recall, in 2021, there was
an approxi mately 30-day deadline for response, and
so again, in keeping with the past practices, it
woul d be a 30-days-fromtoday tine period for
vendors to respond.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And is that contained
within the version that we're putting out for 2025
or is there separate notification that gets
provided to the vendors?

MR. KING There would be separate
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notification as a cover letter with the protocols

to say please respond by the specified date.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: I n keeping with what was done
in '21?

MR. KING That's correct.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Very good.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. The Commi ssion has
conpleted the first portion of our agenda and w ||
begin its consideration of canpaign finance
proceedi ngs pronptly at 1:30 p.m Eastern Dayli ght
Time at this | ocation, Conference Center RoomB in
| ndi ana Governnent Center South at 402 West
Washi ngton Street in |Indianapolis, pursuant to the
notice given by the Election Division to canpaign
finance conm ttees.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Before we depart --
and |'msorry to keep asking questions, but it's
been a while and I"'mtrying to get ny m nd w apped
around it.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Well, we're new, so yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So when is the
deadl i ne for approving the machi nes and then --
because if the deadline isn't net, then counties

are tied into -- correct ne if |I'mwong, please,
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soneone, but counties are then tied into using the

voting machi nes w thout nodification that had
previ ously been approved, and do we know whet her
this is going to cause any kind of hardship on the
counti es?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Co-Director King.

MR. KING Madam Chai rman, Conmm ssi oner
Cel esti no- Hor seman, no, we are not aware of any
particul ar hardship that any county has identified
or, to ny know edge, any vendor, but perhaps VSTOP
woul d have nore information based on their direct
contact with vendors regarding this process.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And so what are the
deadl i nes for having the nodifications approved or
new equi pnent approved, new applications? Do we
even have tinme for any of that to be done this
year ?

MR. KING Yes. The short answer woul d be the
ultimte deadline is, of course, the May 2026
primary in which the voting systens will be used
and the early voting that precedes the prinmary
el ection date. So, for exanple, in Novenber 2024,
Comm ssi oners may renenber that another vendor,

M croVote Corporation, had a change that needed to

be i npl enented shortly before the Novenber 2024
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el ection, and the Comm ssion did so, | believe, at

the last neeting in Septenber 2024.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Just a point of clarification,
if I mght, Madam Chair. So certification for
previously approved systens ends October 1st of
this year, so voting system vendors who want to
seek renewal of those systens to be able to market,
sell, or |lease those systens would have to submt
an application before Cctober 1st, pay a fee, and
then VSTOP can performthe testing.

And so the counties can continue using their
equi prment. They're just considered | egacy systens
that cannot be nodified and they cannot be
mar ket ed, sold, or |leased. So October 1st just has
to deal with the certification and whether or not a
machine is | egacy or not, even if, in a |egacy
status, the counties can continue using those
syst ens.

And so the 2021 protocol that we anended this
morning -- or that the Comm ssion anended this
morning, it allows VSTOP to performthe field tests
to nove forward with those renewal s of previously
certified systenms. So that's one silo of voting
syst ens.

Cct ober 1, 2025, noving forward, that's what
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the second protocol is for that we're seeking

vendor input on, and that will allow for any voting
system vendor to bring a new systemforward or to
nodi fy a renewed system and that's the field test
that they wll have to adhere to for VSTOP to be
able to test themunder our state | aw.

So everything that's out in the field right
now can continue to be used, even in | egacy status.
Once this body neets to renew those systens,
assum ng a voting system vendor wants to renew
their old systens, then those will just be
certified for a new four-year term and then
vendors can bring forward any nodifications to
t hose systens after they're renewed or bring
forward a new voting system | know we have one
new voting systemthat's kind of waiting in the
Wi ngs to be approved by the Comm ssion under the
2021 protocols, but that's not out in the field
right now for any counties, so that's not an issue.

Does that answer your question?

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  So if you have a
| egacy going forward, wouldn't that be -- and nmaybe
it's not going to be an issue. |s there anything
that a voting conpany is not going to seek renewal

of a certification?
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M5. NUSSMEYER: | know that |'m personally

aware of one vendor that is not seeking
certification -- recertification of their system
because they're bringing forward a new system
before the end of the year for approval. But the
counties can continue using that older system it's
just that that vendor can no | onger narket, sell,
or lease. They can still repair it. They just
can't cone to us and seek nodification for those
syst ens.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. That answers

M5. NUSSMEYER | don't know if Co-Director
Ki ng has anything nore to add.

MR KING No. | would sinply add that,
again, there is no hard and fast deadline where a
county would be without the ability to use a
previously certified system

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. | nove that this
Comm ssion neeting stand in recess until the tine
that | previously had di scussed.

| s there a second?

VI CE CHAl RMAN OVERHOLT: Well, sorry. Before
we recess, | just wanted to comment on the way this

neeti ng was schedul ed. So we've been in session
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for 21 mnutes and now we've got a three-hour --

over three-hour break. M understanding is we've
got a very heavy agenda this afternoon. |'m not
quite sure why it was structured this way, but it
seens that it would have been nmuch nore efficient
If we had just gone straight fromthis into the
canpai gn finance proceedi ngs.

So going forward, if we could do that just

because if we're | ooking at -- because | have to
| eave. | guess |I'll say, | nean, | have a hard
stop at 5:15 tonight. |[|'ve got a proxy lined up.

| think Comm ssioner Cel estino-Horseman has a hard
stop at 6:00 p.m W know that these neetings,

t hey have gone until 8, 9 o'clock at night. So
here | thought we had a day, and now we've set it
aside. So if we could just -- whoever is in charge
of scheduling neetings, | knowit's not the two of
us, but if we could take that into consideration
going forward, |I'd appreciate that.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Absol utely.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And | need to
clarify. W think we have proxies set up. And
that's a problem because we're also well aware that
there are going to be many people comng from

around the state who we are expecting themto sit
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until this ends, which could be six, seven hours.

But if they conme at 1:30 and they decide to stay
and then | junp up and | have to | eave at 6:00 and
we don't have the person, it's enpty, the person
can't make it, then all these people that have been
sitting here waiting -- now, you're new. | know
you didn't know that, but |I do think going forward,

| don't know, we can start these neetings in the

nmorning. |I'mwlling to cone in the norning.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Sure. | would just coment,
obvi ously, as you both nentioned, |I'mnew, so sone
of this, | think, was anticipation of having nore

I nput this norning, nmaybe sone tine to allow for
that, and certainly, yeah, just wanting to be
prepared. So | will definitely take that into
consideration. And | agree we want to do this as
efficiently wwth respect to all the participants
and the staff as well, so duly noted.

MR. KING Madam Chair, you still need a
second for the notion.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yes. | was going to get back
to that.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Any discussion?

(kay. Hearing none, all in favor say "aye.
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VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MB. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP: Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

The "ayes" have it and the notion is adopt ed.
The Comm ssion stands in recess until 1:30 p.m
t oday.

(The I ndiana El ection Conm ssion Public
Session was recessed from10:24 a.m to 1:30 p.m)

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Good afternoon. This neeting
of the Indiana El ection Comm ssion is called back
to order at 1:33 p.m at the sane location as this
nor ni ng.

The foll ow ng nenbers of the Conmm ssion are
present: Chair Beth Boyce; Suzannah W/ son
Overholt, Vice Chair; Menbers Karen
Cel esti no- Hor seman and John Westercanp. | ndiana
El ection Division staff: Co-Director Brad King,
and Co-Director Angie Nussneyer, | think, ran up to
get her phone, so she'll be back shortly;

Co- General Counsel s Matthew Kochevar and Val erie
Warycha. The court reporter is here today, Maria
Collier, from Stewart Ri chardson Deposition

Servi ces.

Before we continue the neeting, | want to
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rem nd everyone on behalf of the court reporter to

identify yourself when begi nning to speak, spell
your name when identifying yourself, speak clearly,
and do not speak at the sane tine as others.

First up, we have the ratification of canpaign
finance settl enent agreenents. W'I|l| have a
presentation by Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thonpson. |
recogni ze the Election Division' s canpaign finance
staff, Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thonpson, to present
I nformati on concerni ng several canpaign finance
settl enent agreenents entered into on behalf of the
Conmmi ssi on.

M5. THOWSON. Madam Chair and nenbers of the
Comm ssion, the first thing in your binder there is
alist of commttees that are ready to ratify, that
have agreed to pay the settl enent agreenent and
wai ve a heari ng.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: So this is the first four
pages of this?

M5. THOMPSON: Correct.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR WESTERCAMP: Can | just ask a question?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Sur e.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: In the future would it be

possible to see what the -- in the absence of a
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settl enment agreenent, what the fine would otherw se

be with that information just for the nenbers of

t he Comm ssi on?

THOWPSON: What the fine would be?
VWESTERCAMP: I n the absence of --

TAYLOR: That is the fine.

THOVWPSON: That is the fine.

WESTERCAMP:  Ch, okay.

TAYLOR: That is the fine. Like you mss

5 2P O DD

$50 per cal endar day, here is the settl enent
agreenent, you can pay it and | eave the hearing or
you can wait for a hearing.

MR. VWESTERCAMP:. Thanks for that
clarification.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: So it is what it is.

kay. |Is there a notion to ratify the
canpai gn finance settl enent agreenents as
present ed?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So noved.

CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: |Is there a second?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Any di scussi on?

Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."

The "ayes" have it, and the notion to ratify
the agreenents is adopted.

Next, we'll adm nister the oath. Any person
who plans to testify at today's neeting on any
matter, including candi date chal |l enges and canpai gn
finance matters, please stand for the
adm ni stration of the oath.

MR. KOCHEVAR: All right. Good afternoon,
everyone. Please raise your right-hand. Please
say "I do" after recitation of the oath.

Do you sol emnly swear, under the pains and
penalties of perjury, that the testinony you are
about to give to the Indiana El ection Conm ssion is
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth? Please say "I do."

ALL: | do.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Very good. Thank you.

Okay. Next, we will get into the canpaign
finance enforcenent matters, an opportunity for
committees with representatives to present today
and accept reduced penalties.

| do think first we were going to go over and
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give Mchelle and Abbey a chance to coment on a

few i ssues.

M5. TAYLOR  Ckay. Madam Chairnman, nenbers of
t he Comm ssion, we have seven conmm ttees who
notified us that we sent out the wong notice in
Decenber. I n Decenber, we -- I. | don't know what
| did. 1 didit. | wll own it. | don't know how
| didit, but I nmanaged to send out the notice for
the 2020 annual instead of the 2024 annual. So the
due date in the letter that we sent out to
candi dates was due January 20th of 2021. The
deadl i ne was January 15th or 17th of 2025.

Seven commttees were |ike, Hey, we didn't
file on the 15th because your letter said the 21st.
So we've got seven commttees that we woul d request
that you dism ss because we screwed that up. W
dropped that ball. |, Abbey Taylor, screwed that
up.

"1l give you the cause nunbers.
2025-7683-262, Commttee to Elect Tam e Di xon
Tatunm Cause No. 2025-7903-278, Committee to El ect
| van Ursery, |1; 2025-7941-285, Conmittee to El ect
TimR Yocum State Representative District 42;
2025-7947-289, Wiitner for Indy;, 2025-6822-210,
Commttee to Elect John T. Young; 2025-7322-231
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Fri ends of Edward Constock; and 2025-7731-266,

Commttee to Elect Mark Spel bring.

| have page nunbers if you wanted to | ook at
those. Tell nme what you want.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: So are you | ooki ng
at -- so they've noved to dism ss, and so what
you' re seeking is our granting --

M5. TAYLOR We're asking you to dism ss.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: You're asking. Ckay.
So technically do we on the Comm ssion need to make
a notion to dismss? W would nove to dism ss?

M5. NUSSMEYER: Yes.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. |Is there a notion?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | nove that we
di sm ss the seven cases which alerted us to the
fact that the letter we sent out inform ng them of
the deadline to file, we sent out the incorrect
deadline. It was not their fault, so therefore |
nove that we dism ss those seven cases. They
timely notified us, and that was the inportant
part. They got back to us and asked the question.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. |Is there a second?

MR. WESTERCAMP: |'Il second it. | have two
guestions, though, anticipating discussion.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | was going to say
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di scussi on.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: Have the right notices been
sent out?

M5. TAYLOR By the tinme we | earned we sent
out the wong notice, it was days ahead of the
deadline, so the mail was not going to get them out
anyway.

MR, WESTERCAMP: And is there any reason to
suspect there's others that we didn't catch than
the seven? W just want to ask that question.

M5. TAYLOR We sent out roughly 4- to 500
notices wwth the wong date. Seven commttees |et
us know that it was the wong date. A handful of
others have called in like, Hey, is this the right

date or the wong date, but they filed on tine

because the deadline was -- it was well past 2021,
but | screwed up. | sent the wong one out.
MR, VWESTERCAMP. | appreciate that. | just

want to clarify.
VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: | i nmagi ne we m ght
hear from sone nore today.
MR WESTERCAMP: Yeah. Ckay. Fair enough.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Consistency will be
I nport ant .
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: And after we get the
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second, then I'll make a comment.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: We have a second.

MR. WESTERCAMP: We have a second.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: W have a second, so any nore
coment s?

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And that's why [|'ve
brung this notion. You know, if you get a notice
from a governnent agency or anyone to whom you may
have an obligation and it has a date that is
suspect in it, you cannot just sinply sit back and
not do anything about it. You also have an
obligation. You' ve been notified that sonething is
due, you don't understand why they gave this date,
so you've got to call and ask. That's the way it
wor ks in everything.

So this is an unfortunate situation. There
wer e seven groups that called and asked, so those
seven, because they took that initiative and
I ncentive, that's why | noved to dism ss the
conpl ai nts agai nst them

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Sure. Geat. So we have a
nmoti on and a second. Any nore di scuss, questions?

Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "
The "ayes" have it, and the notion is granted.

Ckay. Before proceeding with canpaign

finance --

M5. TAYLOR  There's one nore.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |'mso sorry. You had one
nore. | apol ogi ze.

M5. TAYLOR | nanaged to screw up again in

2024 and had a stack of things on ny desk that |
just let get buried. And there were five

Li bertarian candi dates who filed everything on tine
on paper, but because | screwed up and let it get
buried, | didn't open their comnmttees online, so
they couldn't get online to file their reports, and
they m ssed that reporting deadline.

We've got five of those that we're al so
requesting you di sm ss because we screwed that up.
2025-7957-294, Tim Cotton for Senate District 10;
2025-7959- 295, Libby 4 Liberty; 2025-7961-296,
South Bend for Liberty; 2025-7958-425, Run with
Renhol zberger; and 2025- 7956- 426, Ronni e the
Li bertari an.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: May | ask a question?

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Sure.
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VI CE CHAl RMAN OVERHOLT: So the issue was that

you didn't -- and you don't need to keep saying --
it's a new year, right? It's a new year. But so
for these, so they were -- the commttees hadn't
been opened, so they couldn't file --

M5. TAYLOR W didn't click accept online.
They did their part online. They filed the signed
paperwork. | did not go hit accept, so they
couldn't get online to file their post-convention
reports.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: So have they since
filed those reports?

M5. TAYLOR: Ch, vyes.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: Okay. That was what
| wanted to know.

M5. TAYLOR Yes. And sone of these
comm ttees are cl osed.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: (Okay. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |s there a notion to do the
sane, | guess, then requesting to dism ss?
TAYLOR: Dismiss on these five, yes.
VWESTERCAMP:  So noved.
CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Was there a notion?
WESTERCAMP: | just did.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: |s there a second?

25 30
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Having a notion and a second,

all those in favor say
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.
CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

aye.

The "ayes" have it, and the notion is granted,
I S passed.

Ckay. Before proceeding with canpai gn finance
enforcenent actions, we have customarily given any
commttee present a final opportunity to pay a
reduced civil penalty by waiving the right to
present evidence and argunents to the Conm ssion.

O course, any commttee is welcone to present
evi dence and argunents for the proposed penalty to
be wai ved or reduced, but this has been an
opportunity for those who want to waive any
presentation and accept a reduced penalty w thout
maki ng argunent or presentation.

Therefore, | nove the adoption of the
follow ng arrangenents: |If this is the commttee's
first violation, the arrangenent is for the
commttee to agree to pay 25 percent of the

proposed fine, plus mailing costs. |If this is the
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commttee's second violation, the arrangenent is

for the commttee to agree to pay 50 percent of the
proposed fine, plus mailing costs. |If this is the
commttee's third violation, the commttee woul d
agree to pay 75 percent of the proposed violation,
plus mailing costs. For purposes of this
arrangement, a previous settlenent agreenent
entered into by the conmttee will be counted as
one violation. Likewse, if nore than one all eged
viol ation occurred on the sane cal endar day, that
group of violations shall be counted as one

vi ol ati on.

That was a notion, so | would need a second to
this notion.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Any di scussi on?

MB. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN.  Madam Chai r ?

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. | would Iike
to say we handle this every year, and we usually
pass this every year. So let ne let you in on the
secret. This is the sweetest deal that you are
going to get today. You are not going to be
of fered anything | ess unless you are found that you

didn't violate the canpaign election |aw, and that
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Is pretty unlikely because that's what happens.

These rules, while difficult, while conplex in sone
cases, you are expected to know t hem

So if you don't take this deal right now --
and you get a sweetheart of a deal, 25 percent of
the penalty if it's your first tinme, and if you
have one violation today, it will only count as one
violation in the future. |If you have nore than one
problem if you' ve had nore than one problemin the
past, we're willing to still give you a discount.
Al'l that goes out the w ndow as soon as this
opportunity is closed.

Now, let ne tell you about sone of the excuses
we do not follow, we don't allow. W have the
di scretion. W are charged with enforcing the |aw,
and we have a certain anmobunt of discretion. So
when we' ve had people cone in and say, Ch, ny Cod,
| had a heart attack and they had to anputate ny
leg and it was 24 hours before ny canpaign finance
report was due, we have, upon occasion, |let that
sl i de.

But we do not let slide typically things |ike,
The dog ate ny canpaign finance report, | forgot to
put it on ny calendar, | didn't know it was due, |

t hought ny canpaign treasurer did it, | thought
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this got taken care of. No. The rules are the

rules and especially in this age and tine right now
because canpai gn finance is com ng under so nuch
scrutiny. And we adm nister these rules regardless
of your party, regardless of an el ected position
you m ght hold or have been running for. It

doesn't matter. W try to be very uniformin the
adm ni stration of these rules.

So if you are so inclined to wal k out of here
today or know at this very instant how nuch you're
going to have to pay, what you're going to be
responsible for, | encourage you to take the deal.
| f you' re one of those who's |ike, Hey, let's go
for the crapshoot, fine, but do not be di sappointed
i f you end up being socked for the whol e anbunt or
nore than what the deal is. Just wanted to nake it
all very clear.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Thank you. Any ot her
di scussi on, questions?

|f there is no further discussion, all in
favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."
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The "ayes" have it, and the notion is adopted.

The Commi ssion will begin with the conmttees
whose representatives are seated in the front row
of the room and ask those who wi sh to accept these
arrangenents to please step forward and be
recogni zed to confirmthe conmttee's acceptance of
t he agreenent.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: She said the front
r ows.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Just the front few rows.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  We appreci ate you
being in a hurry, but

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. Renenber that this is
not a tinme for anyone to nmake their case to ask for
a reduction or waiver of the proposed penalty.

Sinply state your nane, the nanme of the
commttee, your own nane as its representative, and
your enforcenent action cause nunber if you have
that available for staff, and confirmverbally that
you are accepting this arrangenent.

M5. ESPI NOSA: M nane is Estel a Espi nosa.
|'"msecretary for Rios Commttee.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ri os.

M5. THOMPSON: Madam Chai rman, page 57, this
Is RRos Commttee, Cause No. 2025-7612-97. It has
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a proposed civil penalty of $300.66 and has not
been before the Conm ssion before.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Page 57. So it would
be a first tinme --

M5. THOWPSON: First tine.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: -- agreenent or arrangenent,
whi ch woul d be 25 percent.

M5. THOWPSON:  Yes.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCLT: Plus mailing costs.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Plus mailing costs, yes.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: That's key. W
really focus on the mailing costs.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: The 66 cents, really. Okay.
So just for clarification frommybe the staff, do
we take each one individually and vote on this?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So in the case --
okay. Could you then confirmthe reduction anount.

M5. TAYLOR It should be $75. 66.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: $75.66. Ckay. $75.66.

THE REPORTER: Before you step away, could you
spell your nane, ma'am

M5. ESPI NOSA: E-s-t-e-l-a, last nane

E-s-p-i-n-o0-s-a.
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THE REPORTER:  Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So it would be a total
fee of $75. 66.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Conpared to the
original of 300, quite a deal.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yeah. The penalty was
$300. 66.

So all those in favor signify by saying
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Opposed.

aye.

(kay. Very good. Thank you.

M5. ESPI NOSA: Thank you.

MR. HORVATH. Hello. David Horvath,
D-a-v-i-d, Ho-r-v-a-t-h, Friends of Scott Horvath,
and |'ve got a cause nunber. It's going to be
2025-7120- 221

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: 317

M5. TAYLOR  On page 123, Friends of Scott
Hor vat h, Cause No. 2025-7120-221. He has paid one
settl enent agreenent, so this is the second tine
before the Commi ssion with a proposed civil penalty
of $1, 000. 73.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: He's got anot her one
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on page 31.
M5. TAYLOR He's got another one. \Wich one?
VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: 31. | was so proud
of nysel f.

MR, WESTERCAMP: That's very i npressive.

MS. TAYLOR  Page 31, Cause No. 2025-7120-51,
with a proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66. So the
grand total at 50 percent would be $1, 000 --
$1,001.23 -- 33 cents.

M5. NUSSMEYER: $1, 001. 32.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHOLT: Are you willing to
accept that deal ?

MR. HORVATH. |I'msorry. Wat was --

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: You're willing to
accept that arrangenent, nake that paynent?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So you have two separate
cause nunbers.

MR. HORVATH. Yes. W are finally disbanded.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So the total for the two
woul d be $1, 001. 32.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So under the deal it
woul d have been $2,000, plus it would have been
counted as two penalties, which neant in the future
that, if he had been cited again for another

penalty, he would have been on his third one, and
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it would bunp up the anpbunt that he would have to

pay. So it gives the added advantage of only
havi ng two conpl ai nts conbi ned i nto one.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Any ot her questions,

t hought s?

| have a notion?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCLT: |'d nove approval of
the reduced penalty in the anount stated.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: And a second?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AIl in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Ckay. Very good.

MR. YOUNG Madam Chair, since |I'mon the
front row, may | ask a question of the board on
this?

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: On clarification of this
case?

MR. YOUNG Yes, clarification because | think
|"ve got a partial thing, if he's finished.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes.

MR. YOUNG Not yours. I'msorry. Not yours,
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It's on m ne.

So there are --

THE REPORTER: Sir, can you identify yourself
for the record, please.

MR YOUNG Oh, I'"'msorry. R Mchael Young,
Y- 0- u-n-g.

There are sone | would be nore than happy to
take that agreenment with, but there are four for
smal | amobunts and the January filing that | woul d
want to nmake presentations. But on the other ones,
| don't have a problemw th nmaking that deal. So
when | cone forward, should I point out then at

that point which ones | agree to as the offer that

you have - -

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yes, right.

MR. YOUNG -- and then just discuss the other
ones?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Yeah. Just do it all
at once when you're --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Yeah, at the end of
t he day.

MR. YOUNG Yeah. That's fine. Ckay. | just
wanted to make sure that we could separate those.

MS. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  So | just want to

make sure |'m understanding. So what you're saying
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Is that you have -- | don't know how many you have

to deal with here today, all for your canpaign.

MR, YOUNG  Yes.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So you have sone that
you want to take the deal on and sone that you have
guestions on?

MR. YOUNG Yeah, that | want to chall enge.
Yeah, right.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: | woul d suggest we'll do your
agreenents now, and then we'll -- if you're
contesting sonething that you're saying --

MR. YOUNG Are you going to do it row by row?

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes.

MR YOUNG Ckay. Let ne get those gathered
as you finish the second row and do it.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Madam Chair, can we
ask Angie. | think she mght have a thought as to
how t hat m ght cause sone probl ens.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Procedural ?

M5. NUSSMEYER: Well, | don't knowif it's a
procedural issue, Madam Chair. |It's just part of
it may be further waived or reduced fromthe plea
so the one lunp that he wants to chal |l enge, right,
woul d be at the end, but then you al so have the

of fenses that would be part of the plea agreenent
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that you mght want to factor into what he may

present at the end.

So | think previously issues like this we've
generally handled at the end for the full
presentation rather than doing them pi eceneal.

MR YOUNG Either way is fine wth ne,
however you choose to do so.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So, in other words,
think what Angie is saying is that facts may be
presented in one of the ones that's waived then
have to be --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Sure. | nean, | would
probably argue you could consider the facts |ater
iIf we did it separately.

But, okay, why don't you just sit and we'l]l
just deal with yours --

MR. YOUNG Ckay. Thanks.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: -- at the end -- or later
after we get into the next portion.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Madam Chair, if | mght.

Maria, the first commttee, was there a notion
and a second or just a vote? Could you |look at the
record for us.

(Di scussion held off the record.)

THE REPORTER: | am not seeing a notion and a
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second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we'll go back. So
we took a vote, but, | apol ogi ze, there was not a
nmotion and a second. So this was on the first one,
which | think the |last name was R os, the commttee
name. So if | could ook for a notion to adopt
that, which, again, we already voted on, but we
need a notion and a second.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | nove that we accept
the deal made with the Rios Commttee.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Second.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Should we vote again?

Al'l in favor say "aye.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Thank you.

Ckay. |'msorry about that del ay.

MR. BOOKWALTER: That's all right. Joseph,
J-0-s-e-p-h, last nane i s Bookwalter,
B-o-0-k-wa-1-t-e-r, 2025-7916- 365.

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chairman, this is on

page 198, Bookwalter for Senate, Cause

No. 2025-7916-365, has a proposed civil penalty of
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$950.68. This commttee has not been before the

Conm ssi on before.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we're |looking at a
25 percent.

M5. TAYLOR  Wich would be -- total is
$237. 50.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So the fee was
$950.68. A 25 percent of that would be $237.50.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCLT: Plus mailing costs.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Plus mailing costs.

M5. TAYLOR  $238. 18.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: 238 -- what did you say?

M5. TAYLOR 18 cents.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: 18 cents. Gkay. |Is there a
noti on and a second to accept this agreenent?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So noved.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay."

Very good.

MR. BOOKWALTER: Thank you.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Madam Chair, if | mght just
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very qui ckly.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER  For those of you taking the
pl ea agreenent, you will not get a bill until the
Comm ssion neets again, and there will be notice
mai led to you after the Conm ssion adopts those.

So there's no paynent expected today, and you won't
get information on howto pay it until the next
Comm ssion neeting is scheduled to deal with
canpai gn finance matters.

MR. BOOKWALTER: Is there an option to pay
t oday?

M5. NUSSMEYER  There is not.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: But you don't have to
come back for that other neeting. You don't have
to conme back.

MR BOOKWALTER: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Thank you.

kay, sir.

MR. RANDOLPH: Good afternoon, Madam Chair.

My nane is Lonni e Randol ph. |'m here on behal f of
the Commttee to El ect Lonni e Randol ph,
Adm ni strative Cause No. 2025-5719-397.

M5. TAYLOR This is on page 214, Conmttee to

El ect Attorney Lonnie M Randol ph, Cause
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No. 2025-5719-397. It is his fourth time before

the Comm ssion for a proposed civil penalty of
$1,000 and mailing costs of 73 cents.

MR. RANDOLPH:  First tinme?

M5. TAYLOR This is your second tinme before
t he Conm ssion, and you paid two settl enent
agreenents, so this is the fourth billing.

MR. RANDCLPH: | had one $50 one. |Is there
anot her one? That was from years ago.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: It shows the dates.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Since you've had, our
records show, four, if you want to cone back and
pl ead your case, you can. But otherw se, right now
you either -- well, you don't really get a deal at
this point, so you can wait.

MR. RANDOLPH. |'mnot denying this. | was
| ate for a supplenental report, so | have no
argunent with that.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: So do you want to pay
the full? You' d have to pay the full anount then.

MR. RANDOLPH: For a supplenental report?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Cbviously the penalty
reflects the fourth.

VI CE CHAI RVMAN OVERHOLT: The fine is $1, 000
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plus 73 cents in mailing costs.

MR. RANDOLPH. But the fine, $1,000, based
upon, you said, four additional reports?

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: No, no. So the terns
of the deals that we have, it's a 25 -- the
reductions are based on 25 percent if it's your
first violation, 50 percent if it's your second,

75 percent if it's your third, and after that there
are no reductions. So there's no discount.

MR. RANDOLPH. |'m aware of one other one
years ago where | mssed a report, and | think |
pai d $50 by nmail.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So it shows here in 2008 you
had a delinquency in '22, '23, and then this '24
suppl enent al .

MR. RANDOLPH. So | had three delinquencies.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: So this is the fourth.

Sorry.

MR. RANDOLPH. So what's the penalty for this
one then?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So the total is the full
amount, which is $1,000 and then the 73 cents of
the mailing cost.

MR. RANDOLPH. There's no percentage reduction

based on this agreenent?
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VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: No, because you've

had - -

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: It's your fourth tine.

MR. RANDOLPH. So there's no agreenent then.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Ri ght.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: The agreenent is you have to
pay in full.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: That's why | said you
can either -- | nean, if you want to pay it,

al though | don't know, as you heard from
Comm ssi oner Cel esti no-Horseman, |'m not sure what
argunents you coul d have that woul d persuade us to

reduce it anyway.

MR. RANDOLPH. | did not cone in here to make
an argunent. | just cane in to say, yes, | was
| ate and whatever fines, |'ll probably pay it. So

what do | have to do now?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Not hi ng actual ly.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So | think we shoul d
| ook for a notion and a second to i npose the full
fine, and then as Co-Director Nussneyer said, you
wi Il get further instructions in the mail as to how
and when to pay.

MR. RANDOLPH: Let ne ask, can that fine be

pai d out of the canpai gn funds that you have?
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MR KING Yes.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Yes.

MR RANDOLPH:  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. So let's have a notion
and a second.

MR, WESTERCAMP: | nove that the full fine
plus mailing costs be inposed on the Randol ph
canpai gn.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Al those in favor say

aye.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Ckay. Thank you.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And t hank you for
bei ng so cooperative and not maki ng everybody sit
here. W appreciate it very mnuch.

MR. RANDCLPH Like | said, | renenber one.
M5. NUSSMEYER  Thank you, sir.
MR. RANDOLPH. Thank you very nuch. |
appreciate it.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Okay. Next.
M5. S. WLLIAMS: M nane is Sarina WIIians.
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Sarinais S-a-r-i-n-a, Wllians Wi-Il-l-i-a-ms,

and it's Sarina Wllians for State Representative,
Cause No. 2025-7570-248.

M5. THOVWPSON: Madam Chairman, this is on
page 137, Sarina WIllians for State Representative,
Cause No. 2025-7570-248, has a proposed civil
penal ty of $350.73, has not been before the
Conmmi ssi on.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So this is your
first --

M5. S. WLLIAMS:  Yes.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: -- tinme, so this would be
25 percent of that total. Again, the fine is $350
and the mailing cost is 73 cents.

M5. TAYLOR  87.50.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Plus 73 cents.

M5. TAYLOR  $88. 23.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So the total penalty
$87.50 and then the mailing cost of 73 cents, so
the total is $88.23.

| would | ook for a notion and a second to
approve this agreenent.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."
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VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

M5. S. WLLIAMS: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. Next.

MR. ROARK: Hello. Name is Keil Roark.
Spelling is Kas in Kilo, -e as in Echo, -i as in
| sland, -1 as in Lima; Roark, R as in Roneo, Gscar,
Al pha, Roneo, Kilo. And the commttee is Kyle
Roar k for |ndiana.

M5. THOWPSON: What was the cause nunber?

MR. ROARK: Cause nunber is 2025-7614-98.

M5. TAYLOR It's on page 57, Keil Roark for
| ndi ana, Cause No. 2025-7614-98, proposed civil
penalty of $500 plus 66 cents. It is his first
time before the Conm ssion.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So again we're at the
25 percent.

M5. TAYLOR It would be $125. 66.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yes. kay. So it would be
$125 penalty plus the 66 cents for the mailing
cost s.

Do we have a notion and a second to approve
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VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So noved.
MR, WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WVESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Thank you for your
service.

MR, ROARK: Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Next.

M5. VELLS: Hello. Cause No. 2025-7848- 395,
commttee Wells for Indiana, representative
candi date Destiny Wells here for a penalty for a
| ate supplenental. To ny know edge, it is ny
first, and I'd like to accept the proposed
settlement of what | have been told is $350, whic
woul d anbunt to, with postage, $88.23.

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chairman, this is on
page 213, Wells for Indiana, 2025-7848-395, has a
proposed civil penalty of $350.73, and this is he
first time before the Conm ssion.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay.

Page 53
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M5. TAYLOR: Total would be $88. 23.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. That includes the
73 cents?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So with the fine plus
the mailing costs, the total would be $88. 23.

Do we have a notion and a second to approve
this agreenent?

VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: So noved.

VMR, WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. All those in favor say

aye.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

MR. ANDERSON. Ray Anderson, R-a-vy,
A-n-d-e-r-s-o0-n, Wiite County Denocratic Central
Commttee. | have a question. | have three of
them so | think | heard this correct, it would be
all -- if I took the deal, because this is the
first, it would be all that conbined, right?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | think so, vyes.
MR. ANDERSON: Ckay. Cause No. -- well,
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there's three -- 2025-6219-129, -145, and - 304. I

know it's going to nake a ness there.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: That's okay. |'ve
given up trying to find them

M5. TAYLOR The first is on the bottom of
page 72, top of 73, $1,000.66. The second is on
page 81, proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66. And
the third is on page 166, and this one is proposed
civil penalty of $300.73. This is the first tine
before the Comm ssion for this commttee, so
25 percent is --

MS. NUSSMEYER:  575.

MB. TAYLOR -- $575 plus $2 and sonet hi ng.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: That's addi ng all
three of themtogether?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER: $2. 05.

MS. TAYLOR So $577.05 for the three.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Total for all three.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. |[|I'msorry. Can you
say that again, the total.

M5. TAYLOR  $577. 05.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah. This will be the | ast
time this happens, | tell you.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So with the three
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cases here, the total, with the mailing costs, at a

25 percent agreenent is $577.05. Correct?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: And that includes the
mai | i ng cost?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. | need a notion and a
second to approve the agreenent.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Second?

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

Next .

MR ERLER H . |I'mMchael Erler, Er-l-e-r,
treasurer of the Excellent -- | was -- Excell ent
Governnent for Indiana PAC. | have five notices.

M5. TAYLOR We've got to find page nunbers,
SO give us a second.
MR. ERLER:. They all start with the sane eight

digits. Can | read those once and then the other
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four?

M5. THOWPSON:.  Yeah.

MR. ERLER  2025-7200- 150, -55, -347, -311,
and -227.

M5. TAYLOR  You' ve been before the Comm ssion
three other tinmes and paid a settlenent agreenent,
so | don't believe you're eligible for the
reduction. This is your fifth,

MR. ERLER. Real ly?

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah.

MR. ERLER:. Ckay. Yeah. No, | can't afford
75 percent. | thought | was the [ast man standi ng.
| didn't know there was -- it's been 20 -- it was
only alife for two nonths in 2019, total of 16,000
in and out. Are you sure?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: Well, the problemis
he's got others. He's been here.

Well, if you want to sit down, you can state

your case after we're done with the agreenents.

MR ERLER 1'll do that. Thank you.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.
Next .

M5. METCALFE: My nane is Yvonne Metcalfe.
"' m here for Yvonne Metcalfe for State

Representative. Do you need ny cause nunber?
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yes, please.

METCALFE: 2025- 7940- 390.

THOVPSON: 3907?

METCALFE: Yes.

TAYLOR  Page 159, | think. No.
NUSSMEYER: What's the page nunber again,

5 5 5o D

Abbey?

M5. TAYLOR Hold on. There's not really
rhyme or reason to the -- | nean, there is but
sonetines there's not.

211. There you go. Yvonne Metcalfe for State
Rep, Cause No. 2025-7940-390, has a proposed civil
penal ty of $1, 000.68, has paid one settl enent
agreenent, so this is the second tine before the
Conmmi ssi on.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.

M5. METCALFE: |'ve never been here before.

M5. TAYLOR  You paid a settlenent agreenent
for a late 2024 preprimary report.

M5. METCALFE: That's what this is for, right?

M5. TAYLOR No. This is for the late
suppl enental , CFA-11.

M5. METCALFE: Ckay.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Ckay. So a second tinme would
be 50 percent. So 50 percent of the fine, the fine
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is $1, 000,

costs, so it would be $500. 68.
kay. |

t he agreenent.
VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT:
MR VESTERCAMP:
CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Al
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT:
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSENMAN
MR. VESTERCAMP. Aye.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed

Second.

Thank you.
MR HURTADO Hi.
and the cause is 2025-7308-62.

those in favor say

so that woul d be $500 plus the mailing

So noved.

Aye.
Aye.

"nay."

My nane is Pabl o Hurtado,

THE REPORTER: Coul d you spell your nane,
pl ease.

MR. HURTADO. P-a-b-l-o0, Hu-r-t-a-d-o.

M5. TAYLOR It's on page 38, Friends of
Pabl o, Cause No. 2025-7308-62. Let ne find the
second. He paid one settlenent -- oh, no. He's
been before us one other --

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: This is the third?

M5. TAYLOR There's two. I|I'msorry. There
t wo.

MR. HURTADO. Yeah. | got this letter.

Page 59

need a notion and a second to approve

"aye. "

's
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don't know if there was another letter sent for the

other one. | don't live at the house where it was
mai | ed because | don't live in Indiana anynore.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  You said you no
| onger live in Indiana. |s your commttee closed?

MR. HURTADO. Yes, it's closed. Yeah,
closed it this year, | believe. Yeah, | noved to
W sconsi n.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  You cl osed it when?

MR. HURTADO. This year

M5. TAYLOR  The other one is on page 128,
Cause No. 2025-7308-229, proposed civil penalty of
$1,000 for a grand total of $1,500 -- or $1,501.13.
Hal f of that would be --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Well, this is the third tine,
right?

M5. TAYLOR No, this is the second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Second, okay. So 50 percent
of that.

M5. TAYLOR  So $751 --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Senor Hurtado, do we
have your mailing address currently?

MR. HURTADO. Pablo. And, yeah, it should be.
| have all ny mail forwarded, and | have ny address

updated, but | don't know if the tenant of ny house




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

) ) ) Page 61
just didn't give ne the other one. | don't know

when the other one was nailed out. M house, |
sold it to ny dad, so he actually sent ne a photo
of the one that canme in that was the nunber | gave.
Do they get |unped like annually, so would that be
one and then the other, or would they get | unped
t oget her ?

M5. TAYLOR  They were in the sane envel ope.

MR, HURTADO Ch, were they? kay.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Can | ask a point of
clarification?

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So it seens like there's
three different delinquencies listed in our folder.

M5. TAYLOR This is the second tinme before
t he Comm ssion. The 2022 annual was heard at the
Comm ssion hearing in Septenber of '23, | believe.

MR, VWESTERCAMP. (Okay. Thank you. | just
wanted to be sure.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So, al so, can you
remnd ne of this amount. So it's half.

M5. TAYLOR Half is $751. 39.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So for the two, the
total of $751.39.
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Do I have a notion and a second to adopt the
agreenent ?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So noved.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Second.

Page 62

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "
Thank you.

MR. HURTADO. kay. Thank you.

M5. R WLLIAMS: Good afternoon. M/ nane i
Robin WIllians, Robin Wllianms for Indiana. The
adm ni strative cause nunber is 2025-7643-102. |
alittle nystified as to why |I'm here because |
closed ny coommittee at the end of ny cycle in
January of 2023, so I'mnot quite sure why I
recei ved the noti ce.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: Are you here to take a deal
or are you arguing a case?

M5. R WLLIAMS: | amif there is sonething

to take a deal on. |I'mnot quite sure.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: |s there an
i nfraction?

M5. NUSSMEYER: Let's see what's --

S

am
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M5. THOWSON: Madam Chairman, this is on

page 59. This is Robin WIllians for |Indiana, Cause
No. 2025-7643-102. It has a proposed civil penalty
of $300.66, and this is her second tine before the
Commi ssi on.

M5. TAYLOR And the commttee is closed.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: It is closed.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And this was for
failure to file the annual report for 2023?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And that was due in
20237

M5. TAYLOR Due in 2024.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  '24. And that's due
even though the commttee was cl osed? You still
have to file it?

M5. TAYLOR It was not closed before that.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: But since has been cl osed.

M5. TAYLOR It has since been closed.

M5. R WLLIAMS: It was ny understandi ng that
it was closed when | turned in the report in
January 2023. That's what | thought.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: | think if you want
to argue that, you should probably wait.

O herwi se, what we're doing now, you'd be accepting
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a deal for a second violation so $150 plus mailing

costs. |If you are trying not to pay anything, you
can sit down and wait and try to argue your case.

M5. R WLLIAMS: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Next.

M5. OENS: H . I'mKarla Lopez Omens, and
have two cause nunbers. Should | just read them
of f?

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Sure.

M5. ONENS: The first one is 2025-7556-90, and
the second one is 2025-7556- 246.

M5. TAYLOR The first one is on page 53,
Karl a Lopez Onens for State Senate District 46,
Cause No. 2025-7556-90, proposed civil penalty of
$500. The second one is on page 136-137, Cause
No. 2025-7556-246, with a proposed civil penalty of
$400.73. This is her first tinme before the
Conmi ssi on.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So the two fines, one
Is 500 and one is 400, so this would be a
25 percent.

M5. TAYLOR  That's $225.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: $225.

M5. TAYLOR So plus mail is $226. 39.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So plus the mail,
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total fine $226. 39.

M5. ONENS: Thank you.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Do | have a notion and second
to adopt the agreenent?

MR. VWESTERCAMP: So noved.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. VESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Thank you.

Ckay. In the next two rows --

MR. FEHRI BACH:  Sorry.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Oh, yeah. (kay. Sure.

MR, FEHRI BACH  Just a question. W are not
objecting to anything, but it is going to be our
fourth tinme. And so the question is -- what we
have, we believe, is a fine, so we're not
obj ecting, but we'd be happy to hel p nove --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So that's really what we did
at the beginning, right, is everybody that kind of
accepted the penalty?

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Are you asking if

there's a deal, if it's your fourth tinme, you can
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still make a deal ?

MR. FEHRIBACH. | don't think there's a deal.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: | think he's trying
to leave. You're trying to say we'll pay it?

MR. FEHRIBACH: That's correct. [|I'mtrying
to --

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: Sorry, M. Fehri bach,
just trying to --

MR. FEHRI BACH: Yeah. No, | understand. |
figured it was no.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So then you're good.

MR. FEHRI BACH. |'m good?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Can we say it on the
record again.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So, yeah, state your
name, spell your nane so we can have this in the
record.

MR. FEHRIBACH G eg and Mary Beth Fehri bach.
And you want the cause nunber?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Pl ease, yes.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Probably spell your
| ast nanme for the court reporter.

MR. FEHRI BACH: Yeah, F-e-h-r-i-b-a-c-h.
Cause nunber is 2025-5555-335.

MS. THOWPSON: 3357
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MR FEHRI BACH: Yeah. And the first one was

in '09. | don't know if there's a difference
because sone fall off. | didn't think so, but I'm
not - -

M5. THOWPSON:. Hoosiers for an Inclusive
| ndi ana?

MR. FEHRI BACH:  Yes.

M5. THOWMPSON: Ckay. Cause No. 2025-5555- 335,
has a proposed civil penalty of $150.68, and this

will be their fourth tinme before the Comm ssion.
MR. KING Page nunber?
M5, THOMPSON: |'msorry. 183.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So at this point obviously he
recogni zes there is no deal, so should we just
adopt this at face value? And then understandi ng,
when you get information, you nmake the paynent.

MR. FEHRI BACH: Absol utely.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So let's have a notion
and a second to reflect that.

MR, WESTERCAMP: So noved.

VI CE CHAI RVMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. All those in favor say
"aye. "

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

MR. FEHRI BACH: Thank you very nuch. And
total nunber is?

M5. THOWPSON: Total amount?

MR, FEHRI BACH: Yes, ma'am

MS. THOWPSON:  $150. 68.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.

MR. FEHRI BACH: Thank you all. G eat seeing
you all.

MR. PERKINS: M nane is Stephen Perkins,
S-t-e-p-h-e-n, P-e-r-k-i-n-s. |I'mwth Progressi
Denocrats of LaPorte County. | have a file nunbe
but | don't have a case nunber. File nunber is
7949, and it's for a late filing of our first
report, so | believe we're eligible for --

M5. THOWPSON: \What was the file nunber?

MR PERKINS: 7949.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Just give us one second.

M5. THOMPSON:. Progressive Denocrats of
LaPorte County?

MR. PERKINS: That's correct.

M5. THOMPSON:. Ckay. Page 202, Cause

Page 68

ve

r,

No. 2025-7949-372, has a proposed civil penalty of
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68, and this is the first time before the

Ssi on.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So it would be --
M5. TAYLOR  $162.50 plus 68 cents, $163. 18.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Okay. $263.18 --

MR PERKINS: Ckay.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: -- the 25 percent plus the
ng costs.

Do we have a notion and second to approve this

agreenent ?

sai d.

M5. TAYLOR  $163. 18.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Oh, | thought that's what |
" msorry.

M5. TAYLOR | could be hearing things.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: $163.18, yes. Thank you.

Motion and a second, please.

MR, WESTERCAMP: So noved.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good.

MR, PERKINS: Thank you very much.
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.

MR. VERA ELS: Good afternoon, everyone. M
nane is Joshua Vergiels. That's Victor, Echo,
Roneo, ol f, India, Echo, Lima, Sierra. And | am
speaking to you today in regards to Cause
No. 2025-7701-297.

MR. McMAHON: Madam Chai rwonan, whil e Abbey is
| ooking for that information, nmay | address the
Comm ssi on?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yes. Can you please state
your nane.

MR, McMAHON. Yes. My nane is Evan McMahon,
E-v-a-n, Mc-Ma-h-o-n. | amthe chairman of the
Li bertarian Party of Indiana. In M. Vergiels'
docunents, he's going to take the deal, but
sonething that | wanted to bring to the
Comm ssion's attention is a problemw th the
reporting system

This was for a preconvention report. Qur
Li bertarian Party convention was in the end of
March of |ast year. His notice on the canpaign
finance portal said the report was due March 31st.
He filed his report March 25th. It was actually
due in early February because it's due before the

convention, but the portal says March 31st. In
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fact, even the notice that he received for this

hearing says it was because he failed to file his
report by March 31st even though he filed it on
March 25t h.

Thi s has been an ongoing issue for Libertarian
candi dates where they log into the portal and they
see a date and they think that's when they're
supposed to file, and then they end up having to
cone here to pay a fine. So | would like that to
be addressed.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: \What's the discrepancy of the
dates? | don't understand. This is ny first
hearing, so why would it have been so different?

M5. TAYLOR Ckay. So Libertarians have a
whol e separate universe of filing deadlines. They
know that. W know that. It's not the preprimry
report, so it's not like enter the report and go
ahead and assign it to all of the commttees. W
have to do themone at a tine.

This is on page 163. Sorry. W're getting
all over the place.

We have to individually assign the pre- and
post convention reports to the Libertarian
candi dates. There's no assigned commttees |ike we

do for Denocrat, Republican preprimry preelect
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annual reports for all conmmttees.

Qur notes say that M. Vergiels created his
own report with the incorrect filing deadlines. He
says that the systemcreated the report. There's
no way -- | have no idea howit went. It wouldn't
surprise ne if the systemcreated the wong filing.
The systemis 1997 technol ogy, and it's just
pl uggi ng along barely making it up the hill.

Anyway, proposed civil penalty of $1,000 with
a mail cost of 68 cents.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Well, it feels hard to want
to --

MR. VWESTERCAMP:. So you've requested the deal,
right?

MR. VERA ELS: Yeah. |I'mnot chall enging that
it was late. | just want to make you guys aware
that there's conflicting information fromthe
Secretary of State's office.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Wait, so you knew it was
| at e?

MR McMAHON: | just want to say to everybody
what |'ve said to others, that failing to neet the
deadline, it's your responsibility to know the
deadline. That's actually what | said to

M. Vergiels is it's our responsibility to know the
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deadline, not to trust that the State is accurate

when reporting when it's due for us.
So it is |late because of that, but it was |ate
because of a systemerror that is systemc for
Li bertarian candi dates, sonething that | wanted to
bring to the Comm ssion so the Comm ssion can nmaybe
ask the State of Indiana to update the software to
just wwthin the last 15, 20 years woul d be great.
M5. NUSSMEYER: Madam Chair, if | mght,
t hough, for Libertarian candidates, their
preconvention report is required if they have a
commttee, but we also don't necessarily know
they're going to be a candidate at their
convention, so the ability for us to tell sonebody
when a preconvention report is due is truly not
possi bl e without soneone telling us ahead of tine
that this individual is going to file to run for
this office at the Libertarian Party conventi on.
So, yes, our 30-year-old canpaign finance
software, that's woefully in need of conplete rip
and replace. Until we get funded by the
| egi sl ature, the Secretary of State, that's not
going to happen. But part of the issue too stens
fromthe way the lawis witten and how pre- and

post convention reports are done because we don't
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have visibility to those candidates for the staff

to go in and assign those reports to those
I ndividuals so that they get the correct deadlines.
It's just a --

MR. McMAHON: For clarification that's kind of
hard to understand is, M. Vergiels had a conmttee
open. He would not have had to file a
preconvention report if he didn't run for office.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Correct, right.

MR. McMAHON: But because he sought the
nom nation at the convention and had the commttee
open, he had to file a preconvention report. So
it'"s a lot of chicken-and-the-egg stuff that's kind
of crazy.

M5. NUSSMEYER  And the convention candi dates
do not file with our office; they only file with
their respective political parties. So we don't
have visibility to know who filed to seek that
party's nom nati on.

MR. McMAHON: Technically, they can. | just
do it for them

MR, VERA ELS: Yeah. But the case you
mentioned is exactly correct. | decided to seek
nom nation at convention, so prior to that | was

not planning to seek nom nati on.
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M5. NUSSMEYER But you're not required to

file candi date paperwork ahead of your conventi on,
t hough.

MR McMAHON: Correct.

M5. NUSSMEYER: So we woul d not --

MR McMAHON:  You woul d have no way of
know ng.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Yeah. Canpaign finance staff
woul d have no way of knowi ng that he was a
candidate to tell himthat a preconvention report
was due, and that is just a function of not just
the software, but the way the lawis witten and
how all these things cone together.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Your party rul es.

MR McMAHON:  No, it's not our party rules.
It's state | aw

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah. W don't know
specifically, so I'mgoing to make up dates, but it
wi Il be the correct nonths. The convention is in
March, we'll say March 10t h, which neans the
preconvention report woul d have been due
February 10th, the postconvention report woul d be
due March 30th. W don't get their candidate |i st
until March -- April 5th.

So after all of their reports were due,
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everything was due, then we | earned who their

candi dates were, what committees were open before
the convention, and they had to file the
preconvention that we didn't know that they existed
until after the convention. Sane with the

post convention reports. So they get a bad deal out
of this because of the way the lawis witten. W
don't even know they're candi dates until after
everyt hi ng was al ready due.

MR. McMAHON: And just one other thing. The
staff at the Election Division is amazing. | tell
our candi dates and our county parties all the tine.
It's very nonpartisan even though they are
representatives of a party. They're very wlling
to work with everybody. Abbey nessages ne all the
time, and I know I can conme to her with any issue.

MR. VERA ELS: They' ve hel ped ne out before.
It's just a confusing situation for everyone, |
guess.

MR McMAHON: It's a bad state |aw

MR, WESTERCAMP: | nove to offer the deal for
this gentl eman.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So now, yeah, let's
refocus here. So it's a $1,000 fine.

MR VERA ELS: Sorry.
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: No. This is my first

neeting, so | appreciate the information.

Ckay. So it would be a 25 percent agreenent,
so that's $250 and 68 cents of nmamiling costs would
be the fine or part of the deal.

So I'll look for -- John, | think, just nmade a
notion to do that. Do we have a second?

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay."

Very good. Thank you.

MR, McMAHON:  Thank you.

MR. VERA ELS: Thanks very nuch.

M5. JACKSON: Good afternoon, Election
Commttee. M nane is La Keisha Jackson, L-a,
space, K-e-i-s-h-a Jackson. |[|'mhere. M cause
nunber is 2025-7973-413, and | al so have anot her
one that | don't have a cause nunber that took
pl ace at the end of Novenber of |ast year or
Cct ober of last year for failure to report |arge
canpai gn donati on.

M5. TAYLOR This is on page 222.
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M5. THOWSON:  You had two?

M5. TAYLOR  Cause No. 2025-7973-413, proposed
civil penalty of $100.73. This is her first tine
bef ore the Conm ssi on.

| don't know what a |arge contribution
del i nquency -- there's not one associated wth your
commttee, as far as |'m aware.

M5. JACKSON: So | did receive a letter. s

it not going to cone back up? | thought we --
M5. THOMPSON: Did you receive two |letters?
M5. JACKSON: No. | received a letter early
on, failure to file. You don't have it? 1'd like

to nerge them both together to get the 25 percent
at one tinme, if possible, please.

M5. TAYLOR This is one we've not encountered
bef ore.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. So give us the
speci fics.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Yeah. \What's the second one?

M5. TAYLOR So the second one is actually
two, so it would be three instead of two total.
She's entered contributions of $1,000 or nore into
the online filing database, which auto alerts you
that you then have to file a CFA-11 within

48 hours. She's got, sorry, three contributions




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

) Page 79
out there, so it would have been four total. She

did not file the CFA-11.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: On any of the three?

M5. TAYLOR  None of them Those | arge
contribution reports are still sitting in her
reports due section of the website but have not
been filed. But were they to be filed, it would be
$1, 000 api ece because they were due in 2024.
They're not filed, so we don't know that they're
late. She knows that they're entered and sitting
out there.

M5. JACKSON: I'msorry. | thought | filed
t hem

M5. THOMPSON:. So we don't know that they're
| ate yet.

M5. TAYLOR W don't know that they're |late
yet .

M5. JACKSON. | apologize. |I'ma new state
senator, and | ran three elections, and that was
confusion. And I didn't have any kind of coaching
on that and didn't even know | had to file those,
which is what the problemwas, and so just trying
to rectify this as to what the issue is.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Let ne ask you a
guestion. Let's say -- so she's got the CFA-11
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notice she has to file. Let's say she never files

it.

M5. THOWPSON: We woul d never know.

M5. JACKSON: I'mjust trying to be honest.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: And we appreci ate
t hat .

M5. JACKSON: That was told to nme, but | took
an oath and I would not do that, so | filed it
anyway. That was told to ne to do.

MR, KOCHEVAR: |I'msorry. | need to ask a
guestion of the staff. Yeah, but the CFA-11s,
those contri butions are appearing in the next
standard report, either pre-election or annual
report.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

MR. KOCHEVAR: So why do we not know this?
The contributions are in there.

M5. NUSSMEYER  That report has to be filed,
Matt hew, for themto know, but they would not know
ri ght now.

MR, KOCHEVAR: The 2024 annual report, we've
crossed that deadline. You're saying there was
2024, so why don't we know? M question is, why
don't we know this right now? W've gone through
the 2024 election cycle. That's ny question. [|I'm
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really asking about the system |It's |like the

contributions are in there, fromwhat |'m
under st anding. Wat am | m ssing?

M5. JACKSON: It probably wouldn't hit until
2025 because this was at the end of the | ast year
when | filed an annual.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  No. \What's happeni ng
here is that he's tal king about it gets put onto
your canpai gn finance report. You put it in there.

But that doesn't trigger as to when it was
filed, right, Abbey? It doesn't trigger -- she
puts it in her canpaign finance report. That
doesn't trigger anything to go back and | ook when
it was filed since it was a suppl enental thing.

CFA- 11 was never filed, so that didn't trigger it.
So we have a | oophole in the system it sounds |ike
to ne, that needs to be cl osed.

And we appreciate your honesty, by the way.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: To nove on, though,
with today's agenda.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: This isn't sonething that can
be addressed.

M5. NUSSMEYER: The first offense can be.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Only the one that we see
ri ght here.
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VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCLT: Yeah

M5. NUSSMEYER  Agr eed.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Val erie?

M5. WARYCHA: Yeah. | don't think that's
ri ght because notice hasn't been given yet, so |
woul d say that, if we haven't given notice, we
can't give a hearing yet under ACPA

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Sorry.

M5. JACKSON: Is it possible that | just pay
the full amount and then do the 25 percent on the
next one, or | can't do that?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Since we don't have that in
front of us, | don't think that's appropriate to do
that. So | think at this point we just need to
deal with it's just a $100 fine in front of us, so
that would be a 25 percent plus the mailing costs,
which is $25.73.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  But, Senator, when
you cone back -- because if you file the CFA,
you're going to get pulled back and you'll be cited
for being delinquent. So when you cone back,
rem nd everybody that you tried to cone in here and
pay it early before it was even reported. Ckay?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So do | have a notion

and a second?
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M5. JACKSON: Would you give ne the 25 percent

still or it would still be 100 percent?

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | appreciate the
effort.

M5. JACKSON: |'mjust not going to even
remnd them |['Il take ny 50 percent to the back.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we need a notion
and second.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: On the 25 percent agreenent,

all those in favor say
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

aye.

Very good. Thank you.

M5. JACKSON. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Next.

MR. HARRIS: Good afternoon. |'mEarl Harris,
E-a -- Earl Harris, Jr. Sorry. E-a-r-I,
Ha-r-r-i-s, J-r. |I'mhere in the matter of the
| ndi ana Bl ack Legi sl ative Caucus PAC, and the
nunber is 2025-3908- 137.

M5. TAYLOR It's on page 77, Indiana Bl ack
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Legi sl ati ve Caucus PAC, Cause No. 2025-3908-137,

has a proposed civil penalty of $650.66, and this
Is their 11th tinme before the Conm ssion.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So | apol ogi ze. There's no
deal .

MR HARRIS: This is nmy only tine as the
chair, so | do not take responsibility for those.
Ww. El even?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: You' ve got sonme work to do.

MR HARRI'S. | have sone people to have
conversations with because they're causing ne
grief. So | presune | can't work a deal.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |'msorry. There are no
el eventh tinme deal s.

MR. HARRI'S: Yeah, | know. Doesn't it start
over at ten or sonething?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: You wi sh.

MR. HARRI S: Yeah, | do.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So | think like the
one previous, it would just be with a fine, $650
with the mailing cost of 66 cents so $650. 66.

So let's go ahead, since he's here, and vote
on just accepting that at face value there. If we
have a notion and a second.

VMR WESTERCAMP: So noved.
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VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Second.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay."

Very good. Thank you.

MR HARRI'S: Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Next.

M5. BECHTOLD: Good afternoon. [|'m Naom
Bechtold. It's Na-o-mi, B-e-c-h-t-o-1-d. And
it's Bechtold for Indiana, and it's Case No. --
Cause No. 2025-6996-44.

M5, THOMPSON:  -447?

M5. BECHTOLD: Yes.

M5. THOWSON:. This is on page 27, Bechtold
for I ndiana, Cause No. 2025-6996-44, has a civil
penal ty of $1,000.66, and this is her first tinme
before the Conm ssi on.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So it would be a
25 percent agreenent.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: So $250.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Yeah, $250. 66.

Do we have a notion and a second?

VMR WESTERCAMP: So noved.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify
sayi ng "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good.

M5. BECHTOLD: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.

MR. POULARD:. My nane is Johannes,
J-0-h-a-n-n-e-s, last nane is Poul ard,
P-o-u-l-a-r-d, and ny conmttee is Johannes Poul a
for State Senate District 4. Cause nunber is
2025- 7605- 251

"1l accept a 25 percent deal with just one
caveat. The post office in ny area does not do a
good job. | never received the first notice, but
got the notice that it was three days |ate and pa
it imediately -- or, say, declared it imedi atel
upon receiving the second notice. And this is ny
canpai gn chai rman, Jason Stratton. He can al so
vouch for how poorly the post office in M chigan
Cty works.

MR, STRATTON: Yes, that is correct. 1've h
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simlar experiences as a small business owner, and

t hey are abom nabl e.

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chair, this is on
page 139, Johannes Poul ard for State Senate
District 4, Cause No. 2025-7605-251, has a civil
penalty of $150.73, and this is their first tine
before the Conm ssion.

M5. TAYLOR Gand total plus mail cost would
be $38. 23.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do you have -- |'m
sorry.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (o ahead.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do you have an
al ternative address that you want notices to be
sent to? Because what's going to happen today is
that you' re going to take the deal and then they're
going to send you out a notification as to how nuch
Is owed and where to pay. |Is there another address
you want to send it?

MR, POULARD: | can give you ny business
address, which is a box at the UPS Store.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Woul d t hat wor k
better for receiving and getting tinely notice?

VR. POULARD: | woul d think so.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. So if you can

get that --

MR, POULARD: | can give you that address
right now, if you I|ike.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  You can wite it down
and give it to them wite it down with your nane.

MR, POULARD:. (kay.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And then give it to
t hem bef ore you | eave here.

MR, POULARD: | just used ny physical address
when | filed ny candidacy to show that | was --

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So the 25 percent plus
mailing is $38.23.

| need a notion and second to adopt this
agr eenent .

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng "aye."
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "
Very good. Thank you.
Next .
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MR MKANNA: Hell o. |'' m James McKanna,

J-a-me-s, Mc-K-a-n-n-a. |'mrepresenting the
Commttee to Elect Andrew McNeil State
Representative. This is Cause No. 2025-7522-241.

M5. THOMPSON: This is on page 134, Committee
to El ect Andrew McNeil, Cause No. 2025-7522-241,
has a proposed civil penalty of $400.73, and this
Is their second tinme before the Conm ssion.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Second tine so that's a
50 percent deal, which is $200 and 73 cents for the
mai | .

W need a notion and a second to adopt this
agr eenent .

MR, WESTERCAMP: So noved.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng "aye."
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WVESTERCAMP. Aye.
CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "
Very good.
MR. McKANNA:  Thank you.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.
MR, MONTGOMERY: Hello. I'mWIllie
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Mont gonery, Wi-Il-l-i-e, Mo-n-t-g-o-me-r-y. |I'm

Friends of Eric Walford. The cause nunber is
2025-7892-277.

M5. TAYLOR  That is page 153.

M5. THOWSON: That's Friends of Eric \Walford,
Cause No. 2025-7892-277, has a civil penalty of
$1,000.73, and this is their first tinme before the
Conmmi ssi on.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: OCh, it's at the
bottom of 152.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. |'msorry about that.
W were hunting for it. GCkay. So it's $1,000, but
at 25 percent, 250 and 73 cents, $250.73 for a
first tinme and a 25 percent agreenent.

| need a notion and a second to adopt.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay."

Very good. Thank you.

MR, MONTGOMVERY: Thank you.

M5. HEITZMAN: Hello. | am Linda Heitzman,
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He-i-t-z-ma-n, representing Recenter I|ndiana, and

our adm nistrative cause nunber is 2025-7729-320.

M5. THOWPSON: So there's two causes before
the Comm ssion on this committee.

M5. HEITZMAN: Oh, | only have one noti ce.

M5. THOMPSON: So this is on page 66, the top
of 67.

M5. TAYLOR And the other one is at the top
of page 153. No.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: 175.

M5. TAYLOR 175, yeah

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: \What was the first
one?

M5, TAYLOR  67.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Oh, | see.

M5. TAYLOR It is their third tinme before the
Conmi ssion. Each fine is $1,000, so the grand
total is $2,000 and -- $2,001.23, so 75 percent.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: 75 percent of that.

M5. HEI TZMAN. We were only aware of one tine
before the Comm ttee.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: You had one settl enent
agr eement .

M5. HEI TZMAN.  What was the date of that

settl enent ?
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CHAI RVAN BOYCE: It doesn't say.

M5. NUSSMEYER  There were four reports that
wer e delinquent, a 2022 pre-elect, a 2022 annual, a
2023 annual, and a 2024 pre-elect.

M5. HEI TZMAN:  We were not aware of all of
those. |'mthe new treasurer, so...

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So there's no deal
avai |l abl e.

M5. NUSSMEYER: There is.

M5. TAYLOR 75 percent.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Sorry.

M5. TAYLOR  $1,501.39 is 75 percent.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | 'm so sorry. Can you say
t hat agai n.

M5. TAYLOR 75 percent is $1,501. 39.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Thank you. GCkay. So a
75 percent deal, $1,501.39.

Do we have a notion and a second?

MR. WESTERCAMP:  So noved.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "
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Very good. Thank you.

M5. HEI TZMAN:  Thank you.

MR. BURTON: Hello. Good afternoon. Al ex
Burton, A-l-e-x, Burton, B-u-r-t-o-n, Al ex Burton
for Indiana, and it is Cause No. 2025-7925-398.

M5. TAYLOR It starts on page 215,
2025-7925-398, -399, -400, -401, -402, -403, -404,
and -405. This is the first tinme before the
Commi ssion. | have not worked out the total.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Six total causes?

M5. TAYLOR  Ei ght causes so $8, 000,

25 percent is $2,000 plus all of the mail costs.

MR. BURTON: So this was ny first time running
for state office. | had been on city council, and
there were sone -- all the reporting changes from
| ocal to state really tripped us up, but | think we
have a handle on all the things now.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we said eight
$1, 000 penalti es.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So it woul d be $2,000
plus the mailing costs.

M5. TAYLOR | believe it is $2,005. 84.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | think you got the
best deal of the day.

MR, BURTON: Yeah. Hopefully it's the first
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and last tinme I'lIl be before you all. Thank you

all so nmuch for understandi ng, and, again, ny
apol ogies if this has caused such --

MR, WESTERCAMP: W haven't voted yet.

MR, BURTON: Oh.

MR WESTERCAMP: Don't count your chickens.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: I'Il nove for
approval of the deal.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: And we need a second.

VMR, WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

MR. BURTON:. Thank you all so nuch.

MR. UHEY: Good afternoon. This is Steven
Uhey, S-t-e-v-e-n, U h-e-y. 1'mthe treasurer on
behal f of Hoosiers for Cochran, Adm nistrative
Cause No. 2025-7806-270.

M5. THOMPSON: Page 150. This is Hoosiers for
Cochran, Cause No. 2025-7806-270, has a civil
penalty of $300.73, and this is the first tine

before the Comm ssi on.
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CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.

M5. NUSSMEYER: There's two.

M5. TAYLOR Hold on. The other one is on
page 69, proposed civil penalty of $50. 66.

CHAI RMVAN BOYCE: Oh, | see, at the bottom

M5. TAYLOR So total would be $88.89 at

25 percent.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. |I'msorry. Say that
again.

M5. TAYLOR  $88.89. Sorry. | was doing the
mat h here.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we have the two
cause nunbers, and the total penalty would be -- at
a 25 percent rate woul d be $88. 89.

W need a notion and second.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay."

Very good. Thank you.

Ckay. So anybody else that's wanting to take

a deal? Ckay. | wasn't sure how far back we had
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got ten.

M5. DOYLE: | wasn't sure if we were doing
rows or not.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yeah. This is perfect.
Anybody el se over here?

Very good.

M5. DOYLE: Madam Chair, nmenbers of the
Comm ssion, ny nane is Brittany Doyl e,
B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-l-e. [|I'mhere for
McCorm ck for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414.

M5. TAYLOR It's on page 223, proposed civil
penalty of $1,000.78, and this is their fourth tine
bef ore the Comm ssi on.

M5. DOYLE: Oh. |Is it because she just
changed the nane of her commttee when she ran for
gover nor ?

M5. THOWVPSON:  Un- huh.

M5. DOYLE: Ckay. M apol ogies.

CHAIl RMVAN BOYCE: Well, we have, on the few
others that is that case where they have been here
four tines, we voted on that. Are you going to be
ar gui ng?

M5. DOYLE: | can

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do you want to pay?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Do you want to pay the
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penal ty?

MS. DOYLE: No.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So at this point is
there anybody else that's interested in nmaking sone
sort of an agreenent?

Ckay. So now we'll nove on to the next phase
of this hearing, adoption of canpaign finance
heari ng procedures. The remaining commttees wll
be called to permt the presentation of evidence in
these matters. Before doing so, | want to note
that, in the past, the Conm ssion has foll owed
certain procedures for conducting canpaign finance
hearings, and | nove that the Conm ssion use the
foll ow ng procedures today:

A. Wien each canpaign finance natter is
called, hearing will begin with recognizing
canpai gn finance staff to provide information about
the docunents in this matter provided to Conm ssion
menbers, including letters fromcommttees, and the
notice given to the canpaign conmttee.

B. Unless there is objection, the docunent
provided to the Conm ssion by the Election Division
will be entered into record of this neeting.

After canpaign finance staff conpletes

presentation, a representative of the commttee
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woul d be recogni zed first and may present their
case for no nore than 5 m nutes.

Comm ssi on nenbers nmay ask questions during a
presentation, but the tinme spent answering these
questions wll be not counted against a presenter's
time. The Election Dvision may signal the chair
when a presenter's tinme is up.

| f the presenter offers additional docunents
or other physical evidence not previously received
by the Comm ssion, then the original nust be
provided to Valerie on the Election Division to
preserve for the record.

| f the Comm ssion finds that a conmttee has
vi ol ated the canpaign finance statutes, state | aw
requi res a unani nous vote of all four comm ssioners
to wai ve or reduce the anobunt of the penalty set by
state | aw

| f the Comm ssion makes the decision at this
neeting to either fine a conmttee or dismss the
case against the conmttee, then the Election
Division wll prepare a final order for the
Comm ssion to approve at a later neeting. |If a
commttee is fined today, the commttee wll
receive a notice fromthe Election Division to pay

the fine after the Comm ssion adopts the final
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order. So it may be sone tine after today before a

commttee will be required to pay the fine.

The Conmm ssion will recognize commttees to
make a presentation beginning with the commttees
seated in the front of the room |It's very hel pful
i f you can speak up and say the cause nunber or
nunbers on your hearing notice so that the
Comm ssion and staff can quickly look it up on the
spreadsheet. Renenber to identify yourself when
you start speaking and to indicate if you took the
oath adm nistered earlier in this neeting. |f you
did not, I wll ask M. Kochevar to adm nister the
oath to you.

|s there a second to this notion?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Second.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Any guestions or

clarifications from anyone?

kay. If there's no further discussion, the
gquestion is on the adoption of the notion. Al in
favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."

The "ayes" have it, and the notion is
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appr oved.

kay. The Conm ssion wll proceed to open its
heari ngs on --

VI CE CHAl RMAN OVERHOLT: On, I'msorry. W
just -- would now be a good tine to take a short
break?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | was kind of thinking the
sane thing. Wuld it be appropriate if we just
took a five-m nute break?

MR, KING Yes.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. |I'msorry for all of
you that are wanting to get this going. W're
going to recess for five mnutes just to take a

qui ck bat hroom break. Mybe all of us can benefit

fromthat. W will resune at this |ocation. M
wat ch says 3:05, so we will resune at 3:10. Thank
you.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Onh, we need a vote.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | nove we take a
recess.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: AIl in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.

(Recess taken.)

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. W're going to go
ahead and get back started. Thank you. It was
actually seven mnutes, so sorry. But we want to
go ahead and get started.

| think we will conduct ourselves the way we
wer e doi ng kind of working fromthe front of the
room back. So we will start up here in the front
with M. Young, if that's okay. As | nentioned
previously, Valerie wll be our tinekeeper, soit's
a five-mnute tine.

M5. WARYCHA: It wll be loud, you can hear
it. | put it by the m crophone.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: And just to reiterate too, if
there are tinmes when the presenter is stopped for
guestioning or interaction, then the tinmer does
stop, so our tinme doesn't eat up into your tine.
And obvi ously too, when you begin, just state your
nanme and spell it for --

MR YOUNG R Mchael Young, Y-o0-u-n-g, and
t hank you, nenbers, for this opportunity today.

First thing | have to do, |I've got to blane ny
treasurer for all this. He died during the

canpaign and left me with it. | knowit's not an
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excuse, but that's part of the problem And I'm

not here to nake any excuses. | think I was here
once before back in the early "90s. | don't know
i f you guys have got that, but --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Do you have a cause nunber?

MR. YOUNG From back in the '90s.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: No, no, fromtoday.

MR YOUNG | do, but there are so nany cause
nunbers, |I'mgoing to have to try to do these one
at a tinme for you.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Can | suggest we take
the ones that you want to take the deal on first
and knock them out of the way?

MR. YOUNG OCh, sure. 1'll do that.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: That's a good point. And
then we can | ook you up here in our binder once we
have those nunbers.

MR. YOUNG Ckay. The first one is an annual
report. | received the letter as well. Actually
my report was ready to file January 1st because it
was all done, but | waited to the date of the
letter. | had never filed a report before,
al though we do do those things. The canpaign
manager does it. So when | got the letter, |

t hought the letter was correct on the date, and |
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never checked into it or looked into it or made a

call. I just figured since |l got it fromthe
office, it was the right date, and that's when |
filed it.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Can you give us that cause
nunber, pl ease.
MR YOUNG | -- | --
M5. THOMPSON:. Was that the annual report?
MR. YOUNG Yeah, that's the -- there's no --
| didn't get a notice for that, but it's here,
so. ..
THOMPSON: That's for the annual report?
YOUNG  Huh?
THOWPSON:  For the annual report?
YOUNG  Yes.
THOVMPSON: That was on page 97, Richard
Young, 2025-1907-174, the bottom of page, well, 97,

® 3 5 DD

has a proposed civil penalty of $250.73. This
woul d be his third time before the Conm ssion.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Hold on a second.

M5. TAYLOR The first time he was before the
Commi ssion, the first tinme he cane to the
Comm ssion hearing, was in 1996. He did pay a
settl enent agreenent between 1996 and now. |

believe it was --
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So the R in your nane stands

for Richard?

MR. YOUNG Yeah. | didn't want anybody to
know that, but you said it.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Sorry.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: But you're Richard?

MR. YOUNG \Well, technically, but I'm
R Mchael. That's what | go. That's ny canpaign
and all that.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Onh, okay.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: But we're sure it's --

M5. TAYLOR  There were many Ri chard Youngs.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: Ckay. Sorry. All
right. Just checking.

MR YOUNG So anyway, | got the letter |ike
everyone el se, whoever got it, that nunber of
people, and | just waited to that date to file.

t hought I was follow ng the | aw.

M5. NUSSMEYER  So, Senator, if | mght,

you're saying that this first one is due to staff

error wwth the date on the letter, correct?

MR YOUNG I'mnot trying to bl anme anybody.
MS. NUSSMEYER: No, no, no.
MR YOUNG |'mjust saying on the date on the

letter, | went by the date on the letter.
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MS5. NUSSMEYER: Well, we handl ed t hose

differently at the beginning of the neeting today,
so | just wanted to draw that to the Conmm ssion's
attention if you wanted to consider that separate
fromthe other issues that he may bring before us.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | think what he's
saying is that he's going to go ahead and take
fault for all of them

MR YOUNG Well, fault, | don't want to be at
fault for a fine for it.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | feel like --

MR YOUNG |[|I'magreeing | sent it on that
date, but | did it because of the letter.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | think the only difference
in those, and obviously the Comm ssion nenbers wll
deci de, but the seven that we di sm ssed contacted
the office and said, Hey, the date -- | nean, it
clearly said 2021, as the staff said earlier. So
in this case, you're saying the date was why you
didn't file it because of what the letter said.

MR. YOUNG  Yeah.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: You just didn't contact
anyone to say, Hey, this seens wong.

MR YOUNG No, | didn't because first tine |

got a notice that we were doing this, first tine |
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had ever got a notice was on your letter of notice

of hearing that was sent out or signed August 18th.

So it was just a nonth before. | figured I'm
already comng so I'll just do themall together.
But that's the first notice | got. | did not get a

separate notice, as | did on other ones, for the
canpaign report. First tinme, August 18th.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: So was the annual
report filed before the -- by the erroneous date in
the letter? | nmean, | know the date in the letter
was, what, 2021, but the day of the nonth.

M5. TAYLOR So the wong 2021 date was
January 20th of 2021. He filed it January 19th of
2025.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: And it was due, technically,
on the 15th.

M5. TAYLOR It was due on the 15th, yes.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: | guess ny thought is
| don't -- | understand that those other committees
contacted us, but he did file before that date, so
| would think it was reasonable for himto rely
on -- | nmean, if | get sonething like that, 1"'l]
assune the year is wong and the date is right, or
t he day, whatever.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So would it be best then on
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these to take each one individually?

Ckay. So on this first one then, the Cause
No. -174, for this annual, if we are going to go
that route, then we would need a notion and a

second to then dismss this penalty.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: |'d nove to waive the
penal ty.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Waive. Sorry. | said
di sm ss.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: | think in this case,

|"d nove to waive the penalty.

MR. VWESTERCAMP: | second that notion.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we have a notion
and second. All those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Ckay.

MR. YOUNG Al righty.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Next.

MR YOUNG So that one's out of the way. The
second one that | agree to because it's ny fault, |
nessed up. You ever get that wake up in the

nor ni ng during your sleep and, Oh, dang, it |
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forgot to do that. | forgot to do one, and it was

Cause -- trying to match these up. It's the one
for the settlenent for due date October 17th for a
| oan of mine for $4,403. | think | did it the next
day or the day after.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: You don't have a
cause nunber for that?

MR. YOUNG \Well, | do.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: It woul d be very
hel pful if you did.

MR. YOUNG Ckay. Yeah, here it is. It's
2025-1907- 396.

M5. THOWPSON. That's on page 214. That
proposed civil penalty is 1,000 -- it should be
1,000 and 73 cents.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: And this is the second tinme?

M5. THOWPSON: This is the third tine.

M5. TAYLOR One settl enent agreenent, one
time before the Comm ssion, so this is the third.

MR YOUNG In 1996 and the spring of this
year; is that correct, if |I may ask?

M5. TAYLOR 1996 and | don't know when the
settl enent agreenment was.

MR YOUNG It would have been $50, if |

remenber. They weren't going to charge anybody at
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that hearing, and | asked to be charged, so | thi
it was $50.

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  So it woul d be
75 percent of the 1,000; is that right?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So $750. 73.

MR YOUNG Al right. And the |ast one --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Hol d on one second.

MR YOUNG Oh, I'msorry. | apologize.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So on this one then,
t he Cause No. -396, the 75 percent would be $750
and then a 73-cent mail cost.

So we have a notion and a second to approve
t hat ?

MR, WESTERCAMP: So noved.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

Page 109
nk

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Ckay. Now, go ahead.

MR. YOUNG Ckay. And the second one is
for --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Third one.

MR YOUNG Yeah. |I'mgoing to try to find
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it. Yeah. ay. It's 2025-1907- 396.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: That's the one we just did.

MR. YOUNG Ckay. Well, shoot.

M5. TAYLOR  -406, -407, -408, -409, -410,
-411, -412.

MR YOUNG You got ne. This may have been
the one | didn't have a notice for. | knew there
was one of them

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chai rman, these are on
page 219. | don't know which one.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: And they're all $1, 0007

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. So of these,
of the ones she just read, are you going to go
ahead and accept the deal for all of thenf

MR. YOUNG Yeah, I'mgoing to do that. What
happened, just as an explanation, there was a
problemw th the bal ance when ny treasurer died to
what | found out it really was, and so when | went
into correct it, | had to go through all these
contributions and expenditures. | found the
contribution | forgot to make, but | didit.

| guess | didn't have to because, if | didn't,
nobody woul d have known | had gotten it, and |

guess | could have always blaned it on ny
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treasurer. But |I'ma person you do what's right

even if no one is watching, and I knew it was goi ng
to cost ne sone noney, but that was the right thing
to do. And so | put that in there when | found it

and made the contribution on the date that | found

the error.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: So there are six.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: | found seven.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Sorry. | mght have m ssed
one.

M5. TAYLOR  There were nine total including
the annual, eight CFA-11s. W did one.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  What he j ust
expl ai ned doesn't relate to these, right?

M5. TAYLOR | believe it does. They're all
on the sanme --

MR. WESTERCAMP: What's the nature of the
violation that we're tal king about ?

M5. THOWSON. These are all large
contri buti ons.

MR, WESTERCAMP: (Okay. Thank you.

MR YOUNG Yeah, it was a | arge contribution.
| think it was deposited on April the 26th, and
then | found it, that it wasn't reported in the

report sonewhere in Cctober.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So we're just talking

about --

M5. TAYLOR  Cctober 27th through
Novenber 1st.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: And there are seven?

M5. TAYLOR  There are seven.

MR YOUNG |If I mght add, if it's okay, the
only thing | would ask for the Commttee to
consider is this: I'mnot trying for any excuses,
but the purpose of the canpaign finance laws is to
report it so the other side knows what you're
doing. Well, that was on the 26th. | guess,
technically | had till the 28th to report it, so
29, 30 plus six, that's eight days. After that the
canpai gn was over. There was no reason -- nobody
could do anything with it because the canpai gn was
over.

And so when | found it, | reported it, and I
woul d just ask for consideration on this one only
because it was so close to the end of the canpaign.
It was eight days and the canpai gn was over. There
was no canpaign after that for the primary, so it
didn't nake a difference to anybody. | broke the
rule. | got that. | reported it as soon as |

found it. But technically that's for during the
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canpai gn so the other side knows what's goi ng on.

There was only eight days they could have known
about it and used it, and |I'm just suggesting,
since it was over, | would do the $50 a day, which
I's $400.

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  Sir, | am confused
because | thought we were going to start with the
ones that you agreed to. So far --

MR YOUNG | agree to it. | agree to it.
It's a mstake. | nmade it. |'mjust suggesting on
the penalty, which is in your discretion, that you
gi ve sone | eniency and nake it $400 for the eight
days that | didn't report it.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. And | totally

understand that, but as a lawer -- you're a
|l awyer, I'ma | awer.
MR YOUNG M licenseis I'mretired.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Lucky you.
MR. YOUNG So see how good | do now.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So, | nean, so where

do we draw the |ine, eight days out, ten days out,

14 days out, just wait till a day out it won't nake
a difference? | nmean, we can't be put into that
kind of position. |It's either tinely or it's not

tinmely --
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MR YOUNG No. And I -- if I may respond.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Well, | was trying to
finish. |It's either tinely or it's not tinely or
it is -- there's sone outstanding just cause excuse

as to why it couldn't be done. But other than
that, what you're just saying is it was just a
little bit of harm maybe, so, yeah, | personally
woul d not be so inclined to grant that.

MR YOUNG If | may.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Sure.

MR YOUNG If | may, all I'msaying is that,
in fairness, under 3-9-4-19, you guys do have, and
we gave it to you to make these kinds of decisions
in these situations. And to ne, | nean, | could
blanme ny treasurer. He's dead and 1'd do it, but
|"mnot going to do that. | take full
responsibility for that being late. | don't deny
it.

What | am suggesting is sinply this: Since
you do have discretion based on circunstances, that
the purpose of the pre-election |arge contribution
thing is so the other side knows about it, and that
was for eight days, and there's nothing they could
do after the election on May 7th. There's nothing
they can do with it.
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For me to be fined is your choice, but for ne

to be fined, it doesn't affect the statute and the
reason why we put it there. It was to be done
before the primary so the other side knows it and
t hey can make, Hey here's a guy that took noney
fromthis person and we want to report it or do
sonething with it. But after the election there's
nothing they can do with it because it's over, and
that's the only thing | say.

| know you've got the power to do that. |'m
trying to give you sone circunstances which | think

are conpelling that it would have nade no

difference. It would have nmade no difference in
it, the eight days, but |I'll take whatever you got.
|"mnot trying to get out of anything. |'mjust

suggesting to you that it's alnost half of it,
al most half of it. It's $1,000, and that's $1, 000
for a long tine.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: It's $1,000 for each
MR. YOUNG Yeah, | knowit. Yeah, this one's
worth $1, 000.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: So $7, 000.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Yeah. This mght --
MR. YOUNG Yeah. No, |I'mnot taking them

together. |1'mjust only tal king about this one.
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MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So that's cl ear.

MR. YOUNG This one, the agreenent was
$1,000. I'monly suggesting that $400, to ne, |
t hi nk appropriate based on what the purpose and the
i ntent of the canpaign |laws are. You guys do
what ever you want. I'mgoing to live wwth it. [I'm
not going to get mad or upset or do anything. |I'm
just suggesting that there is a reason to nake a
fair inposition of the penalty based on the
circunstances. And so that's all I'mgiving to
you. If you don't buy it, you don't buy it. So
there's nothing I can do about it.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So - -

MR. WESTERCAMP: Does that concl ude your
presentati on?

MR YOUNG On those that | agreed that, hey,
| did sonething wong.

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN: So his total is
$8, 000?

M5. TAYLOR 7, 000.

MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN:  $7,000. kay. So
nove -- what would the total be?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: So for clarification,
t hough, when you canme up here at the begi nning and

said there were sone you wanted to take the deal
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and sone you wanted to discuss, what category do

t hese seven fall into?

MR. YOUNG These are the ones that | wanted
to take the deal on with the explanation for the
Comm ssion to consider. | mssed all three of
t hose.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So that's a $7,000 penalty,
so it's 75 percent of that.

MR YOUNG No. That's not $7,000 for these
t hr ee.

M5. THOWSON: No. Those were the ones he
took the 75 percent on, his annual report --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: That's what |'ve been
trying to figure out is which ones --

MR. YOUNG No, no, no.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: W just went through -406,
-407 --

M5. THOWSON. He's al ready done three of
them W have --

M5. NUSSMEYER: We have not done three. W
have only done one, Cause No. -396, plus the one
t hat was wai ved.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: |'m | ooki ng at Cause
No. -406, -7 --

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Can you tell us,
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whi ch ones are you taking the deal on? Wat's the

cause nunbers on those?

MR. YOUNG Well, the one | didn't have the
cause nunber for. She gave it to you.

CHAIRVAN BOYCE: |'m | ooking at -6, -7, -8,
-9 --

MR. YOUNG Well, those | have not -- -396,
that's the suppl enental.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: CGot it. W've already done
t hat .

MR. YOUNG Yeah. And then there's the --

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Then the one we
wai ved, which was.

MR. YOUNG Yeah. That was on the canpaign
suppl enental that was due in January because of the
letter.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Yes. (kay.

MR. YOUNG The other one was the one on the
| arge contribution for 4,400-and-sone dollars, and
| said I'lIl take the fine.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: No, we haven't done
t hat .

M5. THOWPSON: We haven't done that.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: | think you're

| unpi ng sone together. W have in front of us --
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MR YOUNG I'Il let you guys tell ne.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Wi ch ones is he
taking the deal on? He has to identify those.

MR WESTERCAMP: So | think we should -- just
as a point of clarification, it appears to ne that,
while he's not argued his liability in this matter,
he is arguing what the consequence for that shoul d
be. | think that is distinct fromthe other
i ndi vi dual s who have cone forward today that didn't

try to dicker on the anobunt but just accepted the

deal .

And so | woul d say, based on the senator's
testinony today, he's accepted one deal. This
Comm ssi on has approved one deal. He's nade an

argunent to this Conm ssion on a separate deal that
is not the 75 percent, and so | think it's up to us
to determ ne what the penalty should be based on
what you had said earlier today, Conm ssioner
Kar en.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  But here is the
question: \Wiich one is he referring to?

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: \Which one? Now |I'm nore
conf used.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | have no idea what

he's saying as to -- you know, what he said is,
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"Il take the deal, on whatever it is he's talking

about, but | think I need to negotiate it down
further. 1've said I'mnot going to go along with
that. | nean, it is what it is.

M5. NUSSMEYER: So, Senator, all day we have
had the annual report that the Conm ssion has
wai ved. W have one |l ate CFA-11 suppl enental,
correct, that we did the 75 percent on with the
cause nunber of -396? W now have seven separate
cause nunbers, all dealing with late |arge
suppl enental canpai gn finance reports, the causes
ending with -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411,
-412. Each of those is $1,000 and 73 cents for
mai | ing costs. \Wich of those seven causes are you
maki ng the argunent for right now?

MR YOUNG On those it's the one we just are
di scussi ng, was just discussi ng.

M5. NUSSMEYER: |If that was -396, we've
al ready discussed it and that is done.

MR YOUNG Ch, okay.

M5. NUSSMEYER -396 is done. W' re |ooking
at -406, -407, -408, -409, -410 --

MR. YOUNG Now |I'm confused.

MS. NUSSMEYER - -411, and -412.

M5. TAYLOR Can we take a tine out?
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MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | was going to say

maybe we can proceed on to soneone else and Il et him
work in the back, work to figure out what's going
on.

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah.

MR YOUNG Yeah. |'ll do whatever you want.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: So let's --
VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: | nove to table this

particul ar heari ng.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. W have a notion to
table this issue and we'll revisit.

MR. YOUNG Yeah. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Do we have a second?

VMR, WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Second. All in favor
say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

Ckay. So up next, we'll go to this -- oh,
yeah, probably you guys in the second row here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do we all conme up at
the sane tine?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: We'll just do one at a tine
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since it's going to be a little bit |longer. You

probably don't want to stand and wait.

MR CGRIFFIN. 1've got all ny paperwork. All
right. M nane is Eric Giffin, Er-i-c,
Gr-i-f-f-i-n, and I'mthe chairman of the
South Bend Firefighters Political Action Commttee,
Cause No. 2025-1871-329.

M5. THOVWPSON: Madam Chairman, this is on
page 179. This is South Bend Firefighters
Political Action Commttee, Cause
No. 2025-1871-329, has a proposed civil penalty of
$1,000.68, and this will be his seventh tine before
t he Conmi ssi on.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR GRIFFIN. | do have sone exanples of just
our contribution record, our record of transactions
just to show you that we are on the up and up on
how we do things.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Valerie, will you --

M5. WARYCHA: | will.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.

M5. WARYCHA: Thank you.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. First of all,
|l et me say thank you for your service.

MR. GRIFFIN. Absol utely.
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MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | represent

firefighters, and | think it's a wonderful thing
you do.

But ny question is, the docunents that you've
just submtted, what's the purpose of those?

MR GRIFFIN. So after receiving this letter,
| reached out to our state union for sone advice
because | didn't really know what was goi ng on here
or what --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Tom Hani fy?

MR GRIFFIN:. Anong the few, just to -- and
they were like, Well, bring as nuch evidence as you
can and just show them that you guys have your
stuff together, that it wasn't negligence, that it
was a sinple mstake, which | consider negligence.

But we do keep extrenely accurate records.

Al'l of our contributions are nade by our nenbers,
and it's payroll deductions, so we know exactly how
much we have coming in. There hasn't been a | ot of
action by us in sone tine, as, after talking to

M chell e over here, it |ooks |ike our |ast problem
was i n 20037

M5. THOWPSON. You paid a settlenment in 2007,
but the last late report was in 2003.

MR GRIFFIN.  So, unfortunately, that was | ong
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before | was even on the fire departnent. | was

unaware of any of that. But that's not an excuse
obvi ously.

W -- the political action commttee didn't
really have a lot of stuff going on. Very early on
t hey revanped things, had sone bad apples. So
since | took over, kind of forced into it as the
| ocal president in '22, | believe, along with ny
treasurer, this was the only m stake that's been
made, unfortunately. There's no really good excuse
for it. There's a series of events.

But as a good steward to ny nenbers, | just
wanted to cone in and show you guys that we are a
wel | -functioning PAC. W believe we have all of
our records together. W did file the report as
soon as we found out that it had been m ssed. And
since then we've reached out to the state
secretary/treasurer |ooking for sone advice, maybe
sone ways we can do things differently. W have
quite a bit of backups put into place as far as the
reporting because I, admttedly, have a | ot of
ot her things going on as far as the union goes, so
| relied on himto nmake those things happen. And
so | was not a good rem nder on him but we' ve had

like three or four different rem nders put into
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pl ace. Everything is there.

| m big on being held accountable, so |
woul dn't expect a waiver. But in good conscience,
| couldn't not cone and try to seek sone sort of
reduction just because it is -- the noney that we
have in our PACisn't put in there for anything
except for by our nmenbers on the fire departnent to
advocate for better working environnents, safety,
and good wages and benefits. W only spend noney
when it is to our local politicians. W don't do
anything really big. It's not that we don't have
the noney. That's not the problem

As | said, as a good steward to ny nenbers,
want ed to vouch for our PAC and ask for sonme nercy
since, like | said, the last tinme we cane before
the commttee here | think | was still in high
school, so, you know, it's been a little while.

But | can assure you that we are on top of things
novi ng forward and we won't be making any nore
m st akes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: |'m sure you can
understand that | don't think it was done
intentionally probably, but, you know, if you cone
in and just say, well, cut us a break because we do

good t hings, we keep our books up, we do this and




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

Page 126

that, then we have to do that for everyone, and
there's no incentive for people to properly foll ow
the | aw of canpai gn finance.

Plus, | see that you had delinquent reports in
'23, in '22, in "'20, so this is not a new -- oh,
that's the wong one?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: Well, but they were
in --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ch, yeah, next page.
So 24 -- you hadn't had one since 2007. But quite
honestly, when PACs stick around | ong enough, it
wi |l be repeated because it's easy over the years.
| mean, you started the first one 24 years ago, SO
you' re going to have that happen to you. But as
far as justification for us to deviate fromthe
law, I"'msorry, | don't think it would be
appropriate, though | still love firefighters.

MR CGRIFFIN. That's all right. Like | said,
| couldn't not come down and do it.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  No, and you did a

fine job.

MR GRIFFIN. Yeah. |I'mjust a fireman, so
it's kind of --

MR. WESTERCAMP: | nove -- thank you. Qur

time is now up, but | nove to inpose the full
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anount of the penalty plus mailing costs for the

conm ttee.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. We have a notion and a
second, so the proposed fine is $1,000, nailing
cost of 68 cents.

Al those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. VESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Thank you.

MR. GRIFFIN.  Thank you so nuch.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Be careful going hone.

MR. GRIFFIN. Absol utely.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Now we'll go back over to
this side. |If it's okay, |I'mjust going to go back
and forth, be the nost fair, | guess.

MR, KLUTZ: Good afternoon, Conm ssion. Zach
Klutz, K-l-u-t-z, with the Taft Law Firm |'m here
on behal f and in accordance with the notice of
appearance | filed for Hanning & Bean Enterprises
for Adm nistrative Cause No. 2025-417.

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chairman, the little red

tab in the back of your book is excess
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cor por atl ons.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Zach, it's good to
see you agai n.

MR KLUTZ: It's good to see all of you again,
staff and Conmm ssi on.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: Zach, it's odd not to see you
I n deal context.

MR, KLUTZ: That's right.

M5. THOMPSON:. For '22, red tab. Hanning &
Bean Enterprises, Inc., Cause No. 2025-417,
contributed to the All en County Republican Party in
t he amount of $6,000. They've never been before
t he Comm ssion, and Allen County refunded the
contribution on 5/20/2022.

MR, KLUTZ: Thank you. If I mght, I have
tabbed reports. It's just three pages |I'd like to
present to you, and I'lIl walk through it with you.

Again, so our client is Hanning & Bean
Enterprises. |t is a corporation subject to the
| ower corporate contribution amounts. |f you | ook
on Tab 1 at the very top, Hanning & Bean
Enterprises nmade a contribution in the anmount of
$6,000 to the Allen County Republican Party on
May 11th. This canpaign contribution resulted --
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or arose fromthe principal of Hanning & Bean

calling his staff and saying we've agreed to nake a
contribution to the Allen County Republican Party
in the amount of $6,000 by Hanning & Bean. The
treasury departnent then cut the check and sent it,
and it was reported on May 11th.

If you flip to Tab 2, on the 20th, our client
realized that the check canme from Hanni ng & Bean
Enterpri ses as opposed to Hanning & Bean, LLC,
whi ch is another entity that they have which is an
LLC that would not be subject to the $6,000 limts.
So on May 20th, they called the Allen County
Republican Party and asked for a refund.

And then if you |l ook at Tab 3, on the bottom
you'll see that Hanning & Bean, LLC, the proper
entity that was always intended to give the
contribution, five days |ater nmade the
contri bution.

This is the first tine that this entity has
been before you. They did believe that, by
notating on the canpaign contribution report
contribution returned on the expenditure and then
excess contribution, they deened that to be a
self-report, | nean, calling it to your attention.

They didn't just say expenditure. They said this
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was an excess contri bution.

In addition, I've confirmed with Hanning &
Bean that they've put training in place for the
treasury group that, when contributions go out, the
check witers clarify is this Hanning & Bean
Enterprises or Hanning & Bean, LLC, to avoid this
situation in the past.

The reason | did not cone up for the di scount
of the plans is, | know there's been sonme turnover
on the board, but there is precedent on this board
under the follow ng circunstances: |If it's a
first-tinme violation, if it was voluntarily
di scl osed and the contribution was returned before
we received notice fromyou all, which this is the
case, and if training occurred to mtigate this in
the future, that the fine has actually been wai ved.

So that is our request before you guys, and |
did pull the transcript for that precedent just so
you know | ' mnot nmaking it up. | would not do that
to you anyway, but if you'd like that, we do have
that. | just feel like these circunstances fit the
prior precedent of this group.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: So just to be clear, you
di scovered it yourself, the Election D vision staff

did not -- or your client discovered it, the
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El ection Division staff did not discover it, you

sel f-reported and cured?

MR. KLUTZ: Correct. This was discovered in
May, nine days after the contribution was nade.
The report was not filed to even show you notice of
this until Cctober of that sanme year, so about six
nonths | ater, seven nonths later -- six nonths
| ater, correct.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So the nobney was
returned and all of that. Wat's the conplaint?

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: Well, because --

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  What's the al |l eged
failure?

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: Well, that it was in
excess.

M5. NUSSMEYER:  Corporate contribution, excess
corporate contribution, but the result is it's not.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Yeah. | nean, it was
returned. Does the |law not allow for receiving
that and then refunding it?

M5. NUSSMEYER: That's the question before
you.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: That's the point he's
making is that there's -- | nean, the law all ows

for a penalty because of an excess contribution,
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and then, yes, there have been hearings before
where this scenario has occurred, that a conpany,
an entity has realized that they nade a
contribution, they contacted the commttee, the
candi date, whatever, and said we need our noney
back. And there are other tinmes where it's the
candi date who has figured it out and has refunded
or paid the noney back.

MR, KLUTZ: Correct, or there are scenarios
where we get a letter fromyou all saying there was
an excess contribution, then we return the noney.
And here what we're trying to say is, within nine
days, we realized it canme fromthe wong entity, we
tried to make notations in the report to
self-report, and we rei ssued the checks from an
eligible entity.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So when did you get
the letter fromthe Election D vision?

MR. KLUTZ: So this contribution was done in
2022, and we got the letter relatively recently in
this year.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: He's trying to be
nice, I can tell.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: M. Klutz, what's our

precedent again? Wat was the outcone of the prior
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case?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Do you want ne to say

MR, KLUTZ: [|'ve got it. It's a first-tine
violation, the contributor -- the excess
contributor self-reported prior to receiving notice
of the violation, and processes were put in place
to elimnate the admnistrative error in the
future.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: And the fine was wai ved?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: And it was di sm ssed.

MR, WESTERCAMP: O di sm ssed?

MR, KLUTZ: And the fine was unani nously
di sm ssed, correct.

M5. NUSSMEYER Wi ved.

MR KLUTZ: O |I'msorry, waived.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | nove the conpl ai nt
be wai ved.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: We have a notion and a second
to wai ve the penalty.

Al those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

Page 134

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Very good. Thank you.

MR, KLUTZ: Thank you very nuch.

M5. NUSSMEYER And if | mght, just for the
new conm ssi oners, just background, M. Klutz is
correct. So what would typically happen with this
report -- or with this contribution nade through
our office, once that pre-election report had been
filed in the system Abbey and M chelle do | ook for
excess corporate contributions. That's when they
get a letter saying this is an issue, it's three
times the anount of the overage. That's the
di stinction he was trying to drawis that, in My,
no report had been filed because the pre-election
report woul d not have been due until Cctober.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR, KLUTZ: Thank you.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  When you say Abbey
has to | ook for over contributions, does the system
not automatically --

NUSSMEYER: That one it does, right?
THOVPSON:  Yeah. Ch, yeah.
NUSSMEYER: So this one it does.

20 5 0

JOHN: Tom John, Taft Law, appearing on
behal f of MKM Architecture and acconpani ed by...
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M5. ZWCK: Megan Zwick. That's Me-g-a-n,

Z-wW1-c-K.

M5. THOVWPSON: Madam Chai rman, behind t hat
yellow -- red tab is 2023 excess corporations, and
this is MKM Architecture & Design, Cause
No. 2025-419, contributed to Doden for Indiana in
t he anount of $10,000 on two separate
contributions. They've never been before the
Comm ssion. It was actually Doden of Indiana that
identified this and self-reported it to the Indiana
El ection D vision,

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. You can go ahead.

MR JOHN:. This is a simlar case to what we
just heard actually. W have a -- and if you | ook
at Exhibit E, which is in the back of what you
have, MKMis not a frequent contributor. That is
actually pulled fromthe data where there are 12
over the life of what's in the portal, 12
contributions to canpaigns, three to political
action commttees over the last 20-plus years.

So we are dealing wth a conpany that
occasionally gives, and they had nade a conm t nent
to the Doden canpaign to give contributions over a
t hree-year cycle, $5,000 a year. One of those was

in June of 2023, and that is in Exhibit B there.
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Then on Decenber 4th, sonebody was trying to get

ahead of the gane and budgeti ng was goi ng on and
they said, well, let's just send that other
contribution, not know ng any better.

And that contribution was flagged by the
canpaign then as it was going through its process
of ensuring that everything was appropri ate.
Frankly, they contacted ne. | said we need to nake
sure we disclose it. Unfortunately, it was after
the period of the filing, so you couldn't actually
do it on the filing that they were preparing at
t hat point.

So we included the neno that is Exhibit Ain
the filing that was nade, and the Doden canpai gn
included that in the filing in January of 2024.
And on January 9th, a day after the excess
contribution was |located, it was refunded by the
canpai gn to MKM

So simlarly, we're dealing with sonet hing
that was identified, self-reported, and resol ved
Wi thin a very short period of tine thereafter. |
mean, the recorded date for the contribution is
Decenber 4th, but I'lIl note that that was during
the holidays, right, so a | ot of people were not

necessarily in the mdst of going through all of
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that stuff, and as they got to it after that, it

was realized and it was dealt wth.

Al so, Ms. Zwick can speak to there have been
processes put in place to ensure this won't happen
again. Even though they're relatively not frequent
fliers in the canpaign contribution state, they
understand the severity and the inportance of what
they' re doing and are going to ensure through
processes to nmake sure that they will not have such
an occasi on happen agai n where they would have a
violation like this.

So we woul d request that the fine be waived.
Qoviously the statute gives this board, the
Comm ssion, the ability to do that. Twenty years
or so ago, | did a few of those when | sat in your
seats, and obviously you just heard about a
precedent from2018. So | think this is actually
exactly the sort of case where we woul d seek the
board's nercy on this matter and ask for waiver.

"Il have Megan speak to the processes and
what's been done to make sure this won't happen
again.

M5. ZWCK: So best practice at MKMis that we
stay neutral and we don't nake these sorts of

political contributions. |Instead, we encourage our
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owners and all of our staff to make their own

i ndi vidual contributions. But since that was ny
oversi ght, we have put in place into our internal
paynent systemto not allocate nore than $5,000 in
a cal endar year to the political contributions
general |edger account in our systenms. And | know
it's technology. W can waive that. But we do
have a pronpt to -- as a way to control equality of
what we're doi ng.

So froman internal standpoint, we have a
process, and we sort of nonitor that. | ama
di rector of operations at MKM and | work cl osely
with our CPA to ensure that nothing like this wll
ever happen agai n.

MR JOHN:. And it's not possible now to issue
a check wi thout your approval, right, or whoever is
I n your position?

M5. ZWCK: Correct, yes. Al checks witten
from MKM bank accounts are processed through ne, so
it's not |ike anybody can willy-nilly wite a check
on their own accord. Everything has to be through
our internal paynent system

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Now, this nmenorandum
that you' ve provided us, Exhibit A was sent to the

co-directors of the El ection D vision on
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January 16th of '24. You all discovered, from what

this nmeno says, that an over-contribution had been
made on January 8th of '24, and the only thing
about it is that the donation itself that was the
over-contribution was made on June 22nd, '23. So
It took about --

MR, JOHN. No, no. Sorry. \What happened here
is there were two $5,000 contributions. The one on
the 23rd of June was conpletely appropriate. It
was wthin the corporate limt.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: But the second triggered.

MR JOHN. It was the one in Decenber that
triggered this.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: But it was the
canpaign that identified the issue, not MKM right?
So this is very distinguishable fromthe previous
case because the previous case it was the donor
that recogni zed the probl em and contacted the PAC
to which they nade the contribution. |In this case
iIt's the reverse, right?

MR JOHN: That may be true, but oftentines --
t here have been a nunber of these that happened
over the years that those of you who have been

around know of.
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VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: | ' ve been here since

2012, so I'mwell aware of those.

MR JOHN: Yes. But --

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: |'mjust pointing out
that you said -- this is not identical.
MR JOHN: It is not identical. | understand

that. But by the sane token, oftentines nmany of
those, | believe, were identified by canpaigns, as
a practical matter, the ignorance that happens from
t he peopl e contri buting.

And, frankly, it's -- | know |I've got the
manual back there, right, but there are
di stinctions between an LLC. It could be an LLC,
but is it a sub Sor is it a partnership, and there
are a lot of traps for them for the actual
contributors, particularly ones that don't do this
regularly. If | was here for a PAC that is giving
dozens of checks a year, of course, that would be
sonething that would be a little different. But,
in fact, we're tal ki ng about sonebody that,
t hroughout the system has never given nore than
one canpai gn check a year except in this year in
2023.

Also, I'd note just as a matter of -- the

notice on this actually is -- it's an oddity
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because it says for exceeding limts in 2024, which

Is not actually what, | presunme, was intended. But
If this were crimnal, we'd probably be arguing
whet her it's even had notice of it.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So the second page of
your Exhibit A |I'mlooking at this list of Doden
for Indiana corporate overage notification history.
What does it nean at the very |ast one where it
says "Agreenent conpl eted"?

MR JOHN: Because the Doden canpai gn had
asked their donors to frankly commt to a certain
anount each year just as a matter of a fund-raising
mechani sm frankly.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So this is asking for
the donation, but this is dated -- |I'mnot sure
that's right.

MR JOHN. I'msorry. Wich exhibit are
you - -

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: The second page.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: The second page of
Exhi bit A.

MR JOHN:. OCh, so that is just sinply the
DocuSign that this was fil ed.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Right. |I'm asking,
what's the "Agreenent conpleted"?
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MR JOHN:. Onh, well, that's -- anytine you do

DocuSign, this is the paper trail that DocuSi gn
produces as your electronic proof of what --

CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: It has nothing to do with the
contri bution.

MR JOHN: It has nothing to do with the
contri bution.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Just the filing of
the --

MR JOHN:. Sorry. Yeah, this --

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Just the creation of this.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  That's what |'m
wonderi ng, yeah.

MR, WESTERCAMP: (kay. So it's not legally --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ri ght.

MR JOHN. I'msorry. | msunderstood what
you were -- this is sinply a receipt to show that,
because it was filed electronically through a
DocuSign, that it's actually the signature that was
done.

MR WESTERCAMP: | see.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yeah, yeah, yeah

MR. VESTERCAMP:. Perhaps you answered this,
but | just wanted to clarify, there wasn't an

agreenent between MKM and the Doden canpai gn for
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subsequent contribution which would be in violation

of law, right?

MR JOHN:  No, no.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: All right. That's fine.

MR JOHN: They had committed in probably 2022
to give the canpaign $5,000 a year, and when we say
"agreenent,"” it's not |like there was a contract ual
obl i gati on.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  Under st ood.

MR JOHN: Just like anytine you often see in

political fund-raising sonebody says, Hey, |'mwth
you, I'Il give you this nmuch in this period of
tinme.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Ckay. Any other thoughts,
guestions?

| f not, we need a notion.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Well, can | ask
anot her question?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Sur e.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So, in other words,
I n your case, going back to Suzannah's point, it
was the donor who discovered the error, not the
canpai gn?

MR JOHN: No, it was the canpaign.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: It was the canpai gn.
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kay. So then they took action to deal with it,

self-reported, refunded, and all of that, right?

MR. JOHN: Yeah, in communication because,
honestly, they identified it, and I'm not sure they
knew that the client was a sub S. And so | think
they verified, realized it was a violation, and
then did it. So, | nean, it was in conmunication
with MKM t hr oughout .

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do they now have
sonething in place that says, when they get the
donation in from obviously a business entity, to
ask them what corporate formthey have?

MR JOHN:. Well, the canpaign --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |s over.

MR JOHN. -- didn't do that. Yeah, it's
over. But, yeah, and, in fact, that's what flagged
it, I think, is if there wasn't evidence or
notation of form then the question was asked. The
gquestion was asked, and that led to...

MR, WESTERCAMP: | would ask our fornmer -- or
t he conm ssioners who have been on for a little
| onger than Beth and |, so there was a distinction
made between the donor and the canpaign
self-reporting froma precedential perspective.

What's the significance or rel evance of that for
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t he purposes of dism ssal or waiver?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Well, just what we've
done in the past was, if the party before us is the
one that self-disclosed, that's when we -- or
self-identified and then corrected it, took steps
to correct it, that's -- and, | nean, there have
been instances where it's the donor, but it's --
where it's been corrected and before us. But where
we' ve done a conplete waiver, | think that's
generally the party before us, they discovered it,
di sclosed it, took care of it. It wasn't that
soneone had to bring it to their attention.

So in this case it's that soneone had to bring
it to their attention, and it was then that entity,
so the canpaign -- | don't even know who. The
canpai gn was the one that -- the canpai gn
identified it, and the canpaign corrected it by
refunding it to them but it wasn't MKMthat really
actually took steps to correct the situation. So
that's just sonething we weigh in terns of the
wai ver .

So it's -- | nmean, because of that in this
case, | would not support waiving the penalty.

That doesn't nean |'m not anenable to kind of

reduci ng the penalty, but in this case | don't
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think it -- 1t's not the sane situation, and I

don't think I'd support waiver, conplete waiver.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Thank you for the
clarification. | guess ny perspective on this
matter is it wasn't brought to their attention by
the Election Division staff, and so we want to
encourage this sort of thing, |I'msure you woul d
agree. W want to encourage people to cone forward
and self-report, so --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Either party to self-report.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Either party, yeah, anyone,
yeah. So | would be inclined to dismss, but I
think I'"malso open to do sone sort of reduction.
| guess I'Il ask the petitioner, if we were not
inclined to dism ss your case, what is it that you
woul d ask for specifically as a reduction?

MR JOHN. Well, first of all, | would argue
this is appropriate, and I would argue it's
somewhat a distinction without a difference insofar
as if you're tal king about self-reporting as neking
sure it happens. So what if sonebody called -- in
a different scenario, let's say there's an error
wi th the canpaign finance report, which, once
again, if corrected before it's actually issued a

violation, if it's sonething that's anenable to --
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MR, VWESTERCAMP: Could | interrupt you?

VR. JOHN: Yes.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: 1'mgoing to nake a notion to
wai ve or dismss the --

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN: | have a -- | think
it's excellent they self -- that they reported.

think that's great. But what | do have a problem
wth is this distinction. |f the conpany had never
cone back to them and they had the obligation to
be checking for it -- and this canpaign, by the
way, is still open. They may not be doi ng anything
right now, but it's still open. And so because --
the canpaign commttee has not been closed, I'm
tol d anyway.

So it's that first part of it. The canpaign

shoul d have been |looking for it. It's the fact
that -- like the case we just did, they were a
little bit -- that one they |ooked for it and there

was tardi ness, not nmuch, but in there. This one,
the canpaign didn't ook for it at all.

MR. JOHN: No. The canpaign did |look for it.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: No. The canpaign -- it's the
opposite.

MR. JOHN: The canpaign identified it.

M5. NUSSMEYER  The canpaign identified it.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | know t he canpai gn

identified it after the conpany notified them about
it.

MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: |'msorry. There's a notion.
Can you --
MR, WESTERCAMP: Yeah. | want to just for the

record nove to dismss this claimagainst the

canpai gn.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Wi ve.
MR, VWESTERCAMP. Waive. M apologies. | nove

to waive this violation agai nst the canpaign.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |'Il1l second that.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: And could | just --
think what | would just say is that Ms. Nussneyer
rem nded ne that actually | was wong about what |
sai d about previously, so we have actually wai ved
the penalty in situations like this as well.

CHAI RMVAN BOYCE: Ckay. At this point we'l]l
take a vote on that notion. Al those in favor of
wai vi ng the penalty say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.
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VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Karen?

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ch, | agree. | vote
for it.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR JOHN: Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Very good. GCkay. Now I'm
going to switch over here.

M5. TAYLOR We're ready.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Well, he's going to have to
wait. You're going to have to wait a m nute.

MR YOUNG  kay.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: W're going to go with these
guys next.

Thank you for being patient.

MR. RATHNOW Ch, yeah. Thank you guys. Good
afternoon. M nane is Geg Rathnow, Gr-e-g,
R-a-t-h-n-o-w. |'mhere with Rathnow for I|ndiana,
Cause No. 2025-6809-209.

M5. THOWSON. That will be page 116. This is
Rat hnow for | ndiana, Cause No. 2025-6809-209. It
has a civil penalty of $150.73. This is the first
time before the Comm ssion.

MR. RATHNOW Thank you. And so |I'mjust here
because | was one that received the letter that

said January 20th. | filed on -- | put it -- quite
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frankly, | did not even notice that it said 2021

| put January 20th in ny calendar. | filed on
January 17th and got a notification imediately
that said I was | ate.

And at that tinme | reached out to co-counsel
and asked what to do, and their advice at that tine
was hold on to your |letters and present your case
before the Comm ssion. So admttedly, | guess, |
didn't contact the right people to get put on the
list fromearlier today, but | did reach out to
counsel .

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: |'d nove to dism ss
t he penalty.

MR, WESTERCAMP. Second.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHOLT: O wai ve, waive,
wai ve, wai ve, waive the penalty. Sorry.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | kind of like this. It's
going to be another action we're going to take.
No, |'m ki ddi ng.

Ckay. There's been a notion and a second to
wai ve this penalty. Al those in favor say "aye."

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Aye.

Opposed.
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VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Onh, aye. Sorry.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Very good. Thank you.

MR. RATHNOW Thank you so nuch.

MR. MVEY: Hello.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Hel | o.

MR MVEY: TimMVey, T-i-m Mc-V-e-y, Cause
No. 2025-7894-384 and -387. |'mrequesting a
waive. |I'Il just kind of go over just kind of a
time line of things that happened, naybe a short
time line. Beginning of April, |I nmet with a
conpany - -

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Hold one second. W just

need to catch up with you here.

MR MVEY: |'msorry.

M5. TAYLOR  Page 208 and 210.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. | think we are good
NOW.

MR. McVEY: Ckay. So quick tine line. The
begi nning of April, I nmet wth a conpany about

doing sone mailers for ny canpaign. At that tine
we schedul ed for mailers to go out on April 15th
and April 20th.

Then |, at the sane tinme, schedul ed for
transfers fromny personal bank account to be nade

to ny canpai gn bank account, and kind of out of
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sight, out of mnd. On the 11th of April, ny

not her went to the hospital for pneunpbnia. On the
12t h, ny basenent flooded and | had to create a
claim | have both a bank statenment for the
transfers that were made and the clai mnunber for
the basenent. And then on the 15th, ny not her
passed away, which was the sanme date as ny first
mai | er was scheduled to go out and the sane day as
the first transfer that was supposed to be nmde.

After that, it was just kind of ny canpaign
cane to a halt because of ny nother's death. | was
the oldest child, had to take care of everything,
conpl etely spaced the fact that | had to file these
CFA-11 reports, and yeah. | eventually got one in
before the full fee anobunt hit, but the other one,
unfortunately, | didn't nake it. So |I'mjust
asking for nmercy for the fee to be waived. | have
my nother's death certificate too, but this is the
ori gi nal copy.

MR, WESTERCAMP: |Is there a reason why you
didn't take the deal? This is your first
violation, right?

MR. McVEY: Yeah, yeah. | wanted to see if |
could get the full anount waived for the

ci rcunst ance because | didn't -- | nmean --
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MS. TAYLOR It's cl osed.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So when were the
reports due?

MR, McVEY:  April 17th and April 22nd.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. Because then
don't have any dates. And you filed them when?

MR. McVEY: | believe | filed themboth --

M5. TAYLOR  May 8th.

MR. McVEY: Yeah, which woul d have been maybe
right after the election day when | closed ny
canpai gn comm ttee.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: And - -

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Do you have any funds
I n your canpaign account?

M5. TAYLOR The committee is cl osed.

MR. McVEY: No. | closed the canpai gn account
as wel | .

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  So in that case is he
personal |y responsi bl e?

M5. TAYLOR | believe so, yes.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Do you have an LLC? 1Is the
canpaign an LLC or is it a sole proprietorship?

MR. McVEY: It's solely ne. | financed, did

everything on ny own for the canpaign, so...
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M5. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I'mw th ny

col | eague over here. Wy didn't you take the deal ?
| nmean, you knew you were late. You admt that you
were | ate, and you could have gotten it paid off

25 percent of that anount.

MR MVEY: R ght. | don't disagree.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And | appreci at e,
very much appreciate, the tragedies that you' ve had
to deal with and your mnd is in another state.

Did you have a treasurer?

MR MVEY: No. It was ne.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Al l right. Then, you
know -- and I'msorry it was just you. They were
due -- what date did you say your nother died?

MR. McVEY: The 15th of April.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: 4/ 15 and, yeah, two
days on that one and the 22nd on the other one.

And had she been ill before then?

MR. McVEY: No. It was unexpected.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  You know, | w sh you
had taken the deal. That's why we offer it is that
when peopl e get -- because technically, under |aw,
whil e we have the discretion to adjust the anounts
like with the deal, we don't have any discretion to

determne if there has been a violation of the | aw
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And no matter what happened, there was a violation

of the law. So now our question is, we find that
there was a violation, how nuch do we assess to you

or do we wai ve the conplaint.

MR. McVEY: | understand. |'mjust asking for
t he nercy.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | woul d nove that we

give himthe 25 percent penalty.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: |'d second that.

MR WESTERCAMP: 25 percent penalty? Ckay.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: 25 percent penalty.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So that would be -- so
the one is 1,000, and the other one is 850.

M5. NUSSMEYER.  $462. 50.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |'msorry. Say that again.

M5. NUSSMEYER  $462. 50.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. |Is that --

M5. TAYLOR  $463. 86.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So there's been a
nmotion and a second to take it to the 25 percent
because this is your first tinme before the
Commi ssion for a total of $463. 86.

Al those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

Thank you.

MR. McVEY: Thank you.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Yeah. You can go next, and
then we'll sw tch back over.

MR. BARIE: Good afternoon. diver Barie,
Ol-i-v-e-r, B-a-r-i-e, here on behalf of ny client
Clean Sl ate Technol ogy G oup, Cause No. 2022-418.

M5. THOMPSON: That's behind your red tab.

This was Cl ean Sl ate?

MR. BARIE: That's correct.

M5. THOWSON. Ckay. The 2023 excess
corporation. This is Clean Slate Technol ogy G oup,
Cause No. 2025-418, contributed to Di ego for
| ndi ana in the amount of $9,000. C ean Slate
Technol ogy Group self-reported this to the Indiana
El ection Divi sion.

MR. BARIE: Thank you. |If I may, | believe
our case is nost simlar to the Hanning & Bean case
you heard previously today. W did self-report.
Upon Clean Slate's first contribution to D ego, |
was retained as counsel to advise themfor going
ahead on canpai gn contri buti ons.

When reviewing their first contribution, |
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realized quickly that this was in excess of the

$5,000 limt, and so | imediately counsel ed them
to self-report this violation. And we did so
wWthin -- the formal self-report was in February,
but we contacted you folks, | think, about a nonth
to 45 days after the violation was realized and
since worked quickly with the D ego for Indiana
canpai gn account to anmend the report and refund the
contri bution.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. So the -- and
you are with the --

MR. BARIE: | amcounsel for Clean Sl ate
Technol ogy G oup.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. So you
di scovered the error -- the contribution was nade
on 6/30/23?

MR. BARIE: That's correct.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And then in February
of '24, is that when you --

MR. BARIE: That's when we sent the fornal
self-report letter. However, on August 7th, we
contacted -- August 7th of 2023, we contacted D ego
for Indiana canpaign. And then, on August 8th, |
cal l ed, as counsel on behalf of CSTG the El ection

Division to ask -- to state the i ssue and the
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violation and then al so what next steps are and how

we work to rectify this imedi ately.

M5. NUSSMEYER And if | mght ask the staff,
they woul d have had a sem annual report due? |If
the contribution was nade on June 30, 2023, they
woul d have a --

M5. TAYLOR The Diego commttee, yes, had a
report due by July 15th, yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Ckay. And then did you
identify the excessive --

M5. TAYLOR That's not -- no. W wouldn't
have done it at that tine.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So - -

M5. NUSSMEYER: You woul d have done it at the
end of the year.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So Di ego for Indiana
commttee included it in their July report?

MS. TAYLOR | assune, yes.

MR BARIE: Yes, July 17th.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So they didn't catch

it?

MR, BARIE: No, ma'am

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  They didn't catch it
at all until --
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MR BARIE: Until we reported them-- or until

we called themand --
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: And it took until February?
MR. BARIE: It took sone tine to nmake contact
wi th the canpaign account, with the D ego for
| ndi ana canpai gn.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Real | y?
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: What do you nean by that?
MR, BARIE: W did not get a call or an enuil.
The first contact response was February 7th |
received an email finally connecting ne with the
treasurer that could help us rectify the reports.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: So like six nonths |ater?
MR. BARI E:  Yes.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And after that then,
do you know, did Diego go ahead then and report it?
MR. BARIE: Yes. Included in the packet |
think | provided --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Oh, sorry.

MR. BARIE: No. You're fine. You're fine. |
think it's the last -- towards the very end, the
| ast two pages, is the anended report where it
shows a refunded contri buti on.

MS. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  |'mjust a bit

perturbed because we have spent all day telling




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

) ) Page 160
everyone who's comng in here that you' ve got to

follow these rules, you' ve got to follow these
rules, and yet our chief election officer didn't
catch it and didn't respond to you for six nonths.
Now, that's not your problem and I won't -- | wll
stop there because the question before us today is
do we fine your conpany.

MR. BARIE: [|I'msinply outside counsel for the
conpany, just for the record.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  What ki nd of work
does Clean Sl ate do?

MR. BARIE: Cean Slate -- that's a great
gquestion. M understanding, and | am no expert,
t hey are behind-the-scenes software, so they work
with Amazon web services to put back-end technol ogy
together. That is about as far as | could tell
you.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:.  Well, you just said a
bunch of words, and | have no idea what you said.

MR. BARIE: That's kind of how | feel too.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: There's also a
substance abuse recovery business called Cd ean
Sl at e.

MR. BARIE: That is not ny client.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: | just realized the
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different --

MR. BARIE: And just for the record too, since
bei ng retained as counsel, first and forenost, we
identified the issue. W reported it to you fol ks
right away. And since then, | have advised them
strictly that they are to use a subsidi ary conpany
that they have that is an LLC, and | have advi sed
that going forward any contributions woul d be best
served through the LLC, as they do not have any
limts like a C corp.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Do we have any precedent on
these sorts of things where there's been a
significant delay after the contribution was nade?
Just asking our previous nenbers here, nenbers who
have served a |long tine.

MR. KOCHEVAR  Madam Chair, nenbers of the
Comm ssion, yes, because it is contingent upon the
commttee that received the contribution to give
the refund. There is no requirenent for that
commttee to ever give it back. The corporate
contributor can ask for it. A lot of the tines for
fol ks who at | east cone up here, that's al ways been
a matter of course. O course, that can happen at
any time. You've got to contact the treasurer, get

an agreenment, get themto cut the check and send it
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back.

So | can't point to anything definitive, and,
of course, | think anyone el se who has been here
for sone tinme, we could probably dig through
records and find that. But it's going to be based
on conversation that you have in getting the
chairman, the treasurer of that conmttee to agree
to refund that particul ar anount.

MR. VWESTERCAMP:. Thank you. Thank you for
that. And let ne just ask a foll owup question,
which is, | understand it's a violation of the
donor maki ng the excessive contribution, but are
you sayi ng that the canpai gn doesn't have an
obligation to pronptly return, or it does?

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: No.

MR. WESTERCAMP: |t does not.

MR. KOCHEVAR. No. They have no | egal
obligation to return it at all. They could say,
Yeah, thanks for letting us know, we're keeping the
noney. That is a possibility. | don't know if
that's ever happened before. | cannot attest to
that, but | know legally --

M5. NUSSMEYER  Because the conpany is |iable.

M5. TAYLOR  Correct.

MR BARIE: Qur initial request was a refund
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of the overage, so $4,000 because it was $9, 000.

Upon meki ng contact, they said they were just going
to refund the entire contribution, which we said
that's fine, but that gave us the ability to then
formally self-report and tell you folks that this
happened, we are working to correct it, and we have
confirmation that we received the refund.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Regar dl ess of whet her
t he canpaign commttee has to refund it or not,
does the canpaign conmttee have an obligation to
let -- to file sonething that says | got over --

MR. KOCHEVAR:  No.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:.  Well, that is
absol utely ridicul ous.

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: That's the only thing
in our election |aw that is.

M5. TAYLOR We found the one thing.

MR. KOCHEVAR: If | may too, and that's why --
| nmean, you've heard about our systemtoday and how
old it is and everything, but the one thing that
still does, | think, work with our systemis that
it is still built to allowthe statute to search
for the corporate entities, the ones that are held
to those contribution limtations and find them for

themto create these type of reports for you all.
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MR, BARIE: And just for the full picture, |

know t he CEO used his business corporate card
online to make this contribution, but for whatever
reason he told ne he typed in the corporation nane,
but he also typed in his first and | ast nane as
CEO and that is what showed up on the contribution
record.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Hi s nane?

MR. BARIE: Yeah, the first and | ast nane. So
I f you were just looking at it, you wouldn't see it
register contributed as a corporation. However, |
specifically asked ny client, Did you do this
i ndividually, did you do this through the conpany.
He said, W used a business card. | said, Are you
an LLC. They said no. | said, W have a problem

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Wl |, that's the
canpai gn's website, though, that you go to to nake
t he donation to, correct?

MR. BARIE: That's correct.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So they are the ones
that set that up, soif it's not comng up and
showi ng up, that is the canpaign's way that they
have it set up.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: But, | nean, they woul dn't

know what credit card you're using.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: No, but the nane that

It goes under. The credit card, you have to put
the user nane, but this one they al so asked for an
I ndi vi dual nanme who is nmaking the donation, and in
this case they --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: It cane up as --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Yeah. So --

MR. BARIE: So for all those reasons, we're
asking for a waiver, given the precedent.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  |I'mstill struggling
with this thing about not having to pay it back.
Do we have any idea how many peopl e,
over-contributions have been made and how many
canpai gns have gotten to keep that noney?

MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Way do we have the

| aw?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: |'m going to nove
that we waive the penalty --

MR, VWESTERCAMP: |'Ill second.

VI CE CHAl RMAN OVERHOLT: -- because this seens
consi stent.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Yeah. 1'll second that.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. W have a notion and a

second to waive the penalty. Al those in favor
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say "aye.
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.
Ckay. Very good.
MR. BARI E: Thank you, Comm ssi on.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Thank you for giving
us an interesting tal king point.
MR BARIE W try.
MR. ERLER: Thank you. Again, MKke Erler,
M chael Erler, E-r-l-e-r, and it's for the
| ndi ana -- for the Excellent Governnent for |ndiana
PAC. And you nentioned that we've had three
i ncidents, and |'ve checked with our chairperson.
Only he and | could have done that, | think.
Neither of us did. This PAC | asted about two
nont hs, March and April of '19. W did our
pre-election after that.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Can you remnd -- |'msorry.
Excuse nme. Can you rem nd us what page this is.
M5. TAYLOR It starts on 33-34. They're on
three different pages, so we'll just start.
CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So it's Excellent --
MR. ERLER: |'ve got five, or is that not what
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you nean?

M5. TAYLOR  Five pages. I'msorry. Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: |Is this the fourth time or
the fifth tinme?

M5. TAYLOR This is the fifth tinme. Now, you
only have the last five |isted because that's all
there is roomfor on the page.

MR. ERLER. Right. | wondered why.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Excel l ent Governnent for
| ndi ana. Ckay.

MR. ERLER: Yeah. There were 14 of them
because we thought we had finalized it. W
di sbanded it back right after that primry because
the fellows that were raising the noney and the
candi dates they were -- the PAC was supporting
didn't nmake it through the primary, so they
stopped. And we thought we nmarked our pre-election
2019 report as final, but we didn't. | can tell we
didn't. | |ooked at it.

Ever since, neither he nor | have heard
anything. This canme to ne this tinme. The envel ope
actually had ny address on it, and so | knewit.
This just cane to ne on the 4th. | was al ways
living there. Now, he, after that, noved to U ah,

cane back here about a year ago, so | don't know if
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that had anything to do with it. And we had a

P. OO Box, which maybe these were going to.

M5. THOWPSON:  Probably.

MR. ERLER. But when you say we've al ready
done this three tinmes, | | ooked at that. W
didn't.

M5. TAYLOR So you paid a settlenent
agreenent on a 2018 report. The 2018 pre-el ection
report you paid $100 settlenent agreenment. The
ot her three were June 24th of 2021, and that would
have been the 2019 annual, 2020 preprimry, 2020
pre-elect, |late 2020 annual .

And then the next hearing was Septenber 9th of
2022, and that was two nore causes, which would
have been the 2021 annual and the 2022 preprimary.
There was a hearing Septenber -- I'msorry --
August 11lth of 2023 and the next three causes,
whi ch woul d have been the '22 pre-elect, the '22
annual, and the '23 pre-elect. Today's causes are
the '23 pre-elect, the '23 annual, the '24
preprimary, '24 pre-elect, and the '24 annual.

You got the notice at your house because your
committee failed to file reports for the last three
years and had a bal ance of $1,000 or less and we

were going to adm nistratively dissolve you. By
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law, we mailed notice to the chair and treasurer.

You had a separate address listed to your hone.
That's why --

MR. ERLER: That's the first |I've heard of it.
What do you nean? There was no noney in the
account after that. | nean, the final report
showed zero.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: But you still have to file
even if there's no --

MR, ERLER:  Well, | know. We didn't mark it
final. That was our m stake. But nobody, he nor
|, have heard anything since. There was no
connecti on.

M5. TAYLOR The nmil we've been sending to
the P.O Box, if it wasn't checked closed, | nean,
we're --

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: There's no way for you to
know.

M5. TAYLOR Right.

MR. ERLER: There's no what ?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: |If you had a P. O Box and
obviously mail was continuing to go there, from
their perspective, there would be no way for them
to know.

MR. ERLER:. That got closed. | just can't say
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when. But --

CHAl RMVAN BOYCE: But then there was no
notification nmade, so obviously if mail is still
goi ng there. ..

M5. TAYLOR | nean, we have boxes upstairs of
returned mail. |'m happy to go grab the boxes and
we can all sing Kunbaya and | ook for them

MR, WESTERCAMP: Just to be clear, though, it
is the conmttee's obligation to provide a notice
addr ess.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes, correct, correct.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: So if they've changed their
noti ce address --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: You needed to |l et us know.

MR, WESTERCAMP: -- then you need to let the
Di vi si on know.

MR. ERLER  Yeah. But we thought we had
already filed our final. That's the problem

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And that's ny
guestion. So when you say you thought you had
filed the final, did you think you had cl osed the
comm ttee down?

MR. ERLER:  Uh- huh.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And what steps did

you take to close the commttee down?
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MR ERLER. Filed the final. There was no

noney in the bank account, so...

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So you just checked a
box -- all you had to do was check a box on the
final annual report and that would be it?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: And until then you had never
gotten your mail?

MR, ERLER. | don't think that form had that,
but you were supposed to do sonething simlar.

M5. NUSSMEYER: You're supposed to mark the
final disband box.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: A final disband box.
kay. So --

M5. NUSSMEYER: But they still had dollar
anount s.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  You still have noney
In the account?

MR ERLER  No.

M5. NUSSMEYER Yes. So the last report --
and, Abbey, correct ne if I'"'mwong. You're going
to | ook?

M5. TAYLOR Well, it's in archives. It was
bef ore 2018, so state archives has --

M5. NUSSMEYER: There's nothing on the

website? | thought if we were going to
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adm ni stratively disband, it needed to be | ess than

$1, 000.

M5. TAYLOR | have since | oaded the
comm ttees thenselves since he got this notice.

M5. THOWPSON: So he has $1,000 or |ess, we
were going to admnistratively --

M5. NUSSMEYER: Because the website --

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Quys, renenber we've
a court reporter. You're tal king over each ot her.
One of you -- sorry. | didn't nean to -- soneone
can talk but one at a tine.

M5. TAYLOR  Who has a laptop that allows
pop- ups because ny phone won't --

M5. WARYCHA: | got you. Wat do you need?

MR. ERLER: There you go.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: In an effort to keep this
nmovi ng, | think maybe we should do what we did with
Senat or Young.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Well, so | know there's
two mnutes left on the clock. Do you have any
addi tional evidence to present before this
Comm ssi on?

MR. ERLER. Seven checks cane in in a 60-day
period. Four checks went out. They each total

si Xt een si X. It was zero after that. W filed our
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pre-election after that, and we thought we were

good.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: And there's no
activity since then?

MR. ERLER Exactly. | just did all 14
subsequent reports Sunday. Took about ten m nutes
to do all of them So we nmade the m stake of not
properly reporting that we had di sbhanded, granted,
but we never heard anything after that, didn't have
any basis on which to think we should do anything
el se.

M5. TAYLOR  The last report filed was the
2019 pre-elect report filed October 17th of 2019,
and there was a zero dollar balance. He filed it
online and did not check the box that this is the
final report, but it was filed online.

MR, ERLER. Ckay. | agree with all that.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. |I'd like to
make a notion. Since there's been nothing done
with this account, no noney com ng in, no noney
going out, | would like to make a notion -- and his
failure is that he failed to check the box that
sai d disband the commttee, which was obviously the
intent. So it's now been disbanded, there is no

commttee, there's nothing going on, so | nove to
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wai ve the char ges.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: |'d second that.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Any di scussi on?
MR, WESTERCAMP: | wouldn't be inclined to do

that given that this is the fifth violation that
this gentleman's commttee has had before this
Commi ssion. | understand that there's not been
nmoney in and out, but there's no way for the public
to know what's happeni ng unless there's actually
reports that are filed tinely. I'mnot inclined to
support --

MR. ERLER:. May | ask sonething? These were
referred to as settlenents?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: W need to take a vote.
There was a notion and a second. So a notion and a
second to waive the fees.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Are we not having
di scussion after the second? W can do discussion.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Go ahead. |'msorry.

MR ERLER: | think |I heard it said that these
t hi ngs that happened throughout the years --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So the five that
you're referring to -- the five that you're
referring to are the ones, the new ones or the

prior ones?
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M5. TAYLOR dd ones, '18 and '19, '18 and

19 reports that were heard in '19 and '21, '22,
' 23.

MR WESTERCAMP: |I'mjust trying to be
equitable to fol ks that --

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Sure. Al right.
want to amend ny notion.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: 1'd like to nake a notion
nmysel f.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: W have to vote on this one
before we can --

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Or you can nove to
anmend that. It's on the floor, so -- but what is
his total owed right now as it stands?

M5. TAYLOR There's five causes. They're
each $1, 000.

MB. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So that's $5, 000.

MS. TAYLOR  $5,000 plus whatever the mail
cost is going from66 cents to 78 cents.

MR. ERLER: And am| entitled to ask a
question after your second?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Not right now.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do you want to anend
nmy notion?

VR. WESTERCAMP: | would be inclined to make a
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notion to go full freight and inpose the full

anount just because there's not been a conpelling
reason to, other than the fact that there's not
been transacti ons happening, to nmake any sort of
di scount to the anmount given by |aw

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHOLT: Well, and if | -- so
we're still having discussion.

MR. VESTERCAMP:  Yeabh.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: So when we tal k about
precedent, | know in the past where we have
comm ttees that have di sbanded that have for
what ever reason not -- | nean, | should say they've
been inactive but they hadn't closed their account
or they hadn't taken sone other steps, and we have
said if you go and cl ose the account, if you cl ose
this coomttee, that we have waived the penalties
I n those situations.

MR WESTERCAMP: In full?

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Yes, we have.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And only because
their bank account had been closed by a certain
date. The commttee, they weren't doi ng anyt hi ng.
Not hi ng had been done after a date. And in this
case, |like she said, we usually tell them go cl ose

your conmttee by this date to show us that there
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really is nothing here, but they've already done

it. They've already closed it.

Now, in light of the five prior violations
before all this happened, if you want to do a --
|'"d be wlling to do a reduction in fee to just
make the point in case they do this in the future
just to, | don't know, 250, 300.

MR WESTERCAMP: A $300 fine or $250 fine?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Yeah, $250 fine or
$300 fine. W' ve waived everything in the past,
but we can. W have discretion.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: 1'd be interested in know ng
what our chair thinks because you haven't spoken
yet .

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Well, | would probably be
inclined to vote for the waiving, not because |
don't think it's conplete negligence that -- |
don't know i f your address has changed. Cbviously
we all nove around. There's issues.

MR. ERLER. No. | was always here.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: But that's not the
Comm ssion's and the staff's probl em when you
change your address and close a P. O Box or
whatever. So | do think that that's on you and we

shoul dn't have to adjust accordingly because
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everybody has their own set of issues.

However, | think if it has been in the past to
wai ve, | agree. And there's no noney, so it is you
personally then having to do this, so | would
probably be inclined to support waiving. To ne,
the 250 or 300 seens very arbitrary to just pick a
nunber, and | don't like the way that feels, so,
yeah, | will probably vote for the notion that's on
the fl oor.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And then ny question
is for one of our co-directors here. Does it take
all four of us? Brad's nodding his head. So we
all four have to agree. Al four agree to waive,
all four agree to levy a fine.

MS. NUSSMEYER: Correct.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And what happens if
we don't have all four? Nothing happens?

M5. TAYLOR No action taken.

MR, KOCHEVAR: Actually I wll correct. It
takes three of you to levy a fine because that's
just by majority. Really you need three votes
under statute. To waive, because that's under the
3-9-4-18, the law says that all four nenbers mnust
vote to waive or reduce the proposed penalty.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And so then if you
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only have three -- and that's the vote that Brad

says everybody has to be onboard for, to waive
requires four, and if you only have three, then it
becones -- if you only have three, then it becones
a no action?

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Wi ch neans not hi ng
happens with it?

M5. NUSSMEYER: The full fine.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  We don't have to
bri ng himback or anything else? It just --

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: No. The fi ne.

M5. NUSSMEYER: The fine still exists.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Oh, the fine still
exists. Ckay. The full fine exists.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Then what, it conmes up again
| ater?

MR KING If you choose to put it on the
agenda.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: Well, we probably
ought to vote.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Can | just ask one nore
guestion?

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Sure.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So this is back in 2019. How
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are we dealing wwth this in 20257

M5. NUSSMEYER: Because this commttee was not
cl osed until recently, correct?

M5. TAYLOR  Last weekend.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Last week. The commttee
stayed open the whole tine. He filed the | ast
report in 2019 with a zero doll ar bal ance, but he
failed to mark the final disband box, which is the
way they communicate -- conmttees communicate with
us that their commttee is closed. W have no
ot her way of know ng.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: That's what mnakes it
for ne.

MR, WESTERCAMP: And you say there has been
precedent where we have dism ssed this where there
haven't been any transactions?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: Right, exactly, where
It's clear that the commttee is not active, not
going to be active.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Then let's go ahead and vote.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. There's a notion and a
second to waive all of the penalties. Al those in
favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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MR, WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

Ckay.

MR. ERLER: Thank you very nmuch. | tried to
get fromthe bank an archived record of the bank
account, and it's so old it's taking thema while
to grant.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Have a good eveni ng.

MR. ERLER:  Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Go ahead.

MR, AKE: Good afternoon. Thank you. My nane

Is James Ake, A-k-e. [|I'ma treasurer of a -- and
|I"'mthe -- the matter -- the cause nunber -- got to
get ny glasses -- is 2025-7767-122, and it's the

matter of Americans Agai nst Progressive Elitist
Policies. And you have clained that we failed to
report finance -- filing financing reports. The
I ssue i s whether we should be assessed a civil
penalty for failing to file a canpaign report with
the Indiana Election Commssion. [|'ll just read
this, but I can shorten it up.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  WAit a mnute. Can
we get the page nunber?

M5. THOMPSON: The first one is on page 69,

Ameri can Agai nst Progressive Elitist Policies.
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MS5. NUSSMEYER: Are there others?

M5. THOWSON. Pretty nmuch simlar to the
ot her one, there's five of them

M5. NUSSMEYER  Ckay. So I'msorry. Just,
M chel l e, 2024 annual, 2024 pre-elect, 2024
preprimry, 2023 annual, 2023 pre-elect, those are
the five reports that you say were not filed on
time?

M5. THOWPSON: Let ne check.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCLT: | thought she neant
there were five causes.

M5. NUSSMEYER: There are five causes, but
those align wth those reports.

M5. THOMPSON: Yes. Aligned wth these
reports, correct.

M5. NUSSMEYER. And they were all $1, 000 plus
66 cents or 78 cents for mailing?

M5. THOWPSON: Yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Ckay. Thank you. So we're
| ooking at a total fine of $5,000 plus nmailing
costs.

MR AKE: And so the notice of hearing was not
sent to the resident agent of our corporation.
Al so, the nane actually is officially known as

Aneri cans Agai nst Progressive Elitist Policies,
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Inc. The resident agent's office is at 136 South

Ninth Street, Suite 400, Noblesville, I|ndiana
46060. The notice was sent to 136 South N nth
Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana, which was
not the address of either the chairman, treasurer,
or resident agent and apparently is a typographi cal
entry at the Secretary of State's office.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ckay. Can | just
stop you for a mnute. kay. So you send notices
to whonever is identified on the paperworKk.

M5. THOWSON: On the paperwork mailing
addr ess.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Mai | i ng address that
I's provided by the canpaign?

M5. THOWPSON: Correct.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So |I'munclear as to
why you think it has to be the registered agent.
The canpai gn decl ares who i s supposed to be
receiving it.

M5. NUSSMEYER It was a PAC

MS. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN:  I'm sorry, a PAC
The PAC fills out the paperwork and says this is
who we want to receive this. So it's not |ike
service for a corp where you have to serve the

regi stered agent.
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MR, AKE: |'mnot disputing that. |'mjust

stating the fact.

M5. NUSSMEYER |I'msorry. My | just ask
agai n because |I'm |l ooking at the commttee
information that's on our website. Were did you
say the notice was nailed to?

MR. AKE: The notice was sent to 136 South
Ninth Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, |Indiana 46060.
Not the current notice. It was nmailed -- the
current notice | got in August, when you sent out
the letter, was to ny address at 19650 McDonal d
Pl ace.

M5. NUSSMEYER Right. So the commttee, just
so that you're aware, the PAC on the CFA-2
statenent of organization did use the 136 South
Ninth Street, Suite 42, as the address for us to
comruni cate with you. And then | believe staff
just said that the conmttee was cl osed, and so, as
a result, information was sent to the treasurer's
address on file.

M5. THOWPSON: Again, this was when we were
going to admnistratively dissolve, so we sent it
to both chairman and treasurer.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Thank you.

MR AKE: It is required to file -- let's see.
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kay. IC 3-9-5-1 provides that IC 3-9-5 applies to

political legal action commttees. |If required to
file areport, IC 3-9-5-2 requires --

MR WESTERCAMP: Sir, can | interrupt you for
a nonent. | want to see you succeed, and one of
the ways of that is that the nenbers of this
Comm ssi on understand the argunent you're making.

MR. AKE: Right, right, right.

MR WESTERCAMP: So let nme just interrupt you
and ask a questi on.

MR AKE: Yes.

MR. WESTERCAMP: What is it that the
Comm ssion has said that you violated that you
di sagree wth? Can you explain it to ne?

MR AKE: W had no expenditure -- well, under
| ndi ana code, there's a requirenent that in the
aggregate, if activities exceeded $100, that the
report woul d be required.

MR. WESTERCAMP:  (Ckay.

MR AKE: W did not take in any -- we did not
take in any receipts, we didn't open a bank
account, we never activated the conmttee, and we
never spent any noney. So under the |Indiana code,
we shoul d not be fined for nonconpliance because

there was no -- under IC -- under the codes in the
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state of Indiana, we were not required to file any

reports. So that's --

M5. NUSSMEYER If | mght, just for your
backgr ound.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE:  Sur e.

M5. NUSSMEYER  So once the statenent of
organi zation is filed, in this case the CFA-2, the
commttee is open. And they are required, when a
commttee is open, to file a report even if it's
zero dol |l ars.

Now, for PACs, they have to report or item ze
on a report any contribution or expenditure in
excess of $100. So you could have $1,000 in
uni tem zed expenditures where they're not directly
tied to a nane that you would not have to item ze
on Schedul es A through whatever, A and B, right.
But if the commttee took in no contributions, nade
no expendi tures, because they opened a committee
with the State, they are obligated to file a report
showi ng zero dollars raised or spent.

M5. TAYLOR | was just going to say the
statenent of organization, CFA-2, was filed with
our office COctober 25, 2022, and no subsequent
reports were ever filed in the |ast three years,

which is why we were going to close them W
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assune they have a zero bal ance because we don't

know any different, and they net the three-year
mar k, and we were going to adm nistratively
di ssol ve them

MR WESTERCAMP: Sir, did you ever file -- do
you agree with that statenent? Did you ever file
anyt hi ng?

MR AKE: No, we did not file anything, and we
didn't take in any funds. W didn't solicit any
funds. And under -- the organi zation -- there's
sone requirenents here too to that, and you see it
inthe letter. |I'mnot going to regurgitate what's
her e.

M5. TAYLOR  They did close the commttee | ast
weekend.

MR. AKE: When we were nade aware of that,
then | contacted the office imediately, the
Comm ssion imedi ately to resolve this.

MR. WESTERCAMP: What's the fine that's been
pr oposed?

M5. TAYLOR  $5,000 plus the mail costs. And
the commttee is closed. They closed it after he
recei ved the notices.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: |'d nove to waive the

fine because this seens consistent with whi chever,
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the one we heard that had a simlar issue. Was it
just the | ast one?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | think so, yeah

MR. WESTERCAMP: |'Ill second that.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we have a notion
and a second to waive the penalties or the proposed
fines. Al those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT:  Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. VESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

Thank you.

MR. AKE: Thank you very nuch. | appreciate
your time today.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yes. You can go next. Yeah

M5. R WLLIAMS: Ckay. As stated previously,

nmy nane is Robin Wllians, Robin WIlians for

Indiana. | ran for state representative in 2022.

| made the required report. | did appear once
previously. | think | was a mnute [ate on ny
report. It didn't go through the interwebs quickly
enough.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Hold on one second. Can you
rem nd us what page?

M5. TAYLOR  59.
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MR, VWESTERCAMP: Thank you.

M5. R WLLIAMS: Yes. |I|I'msorry. The
adm ni strative nunber again is 2025-7643-102.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |'msorry. Conti nue.

M5. R WLLIAMVS: | renenber pointedly

di ssolving the commttee because at that tinme ny
husband -- | was putting together the report. M
husband found out he had cancer, and so | deci ded
that | wouldn't be running again because | was
going to devote ny tinme to making himwell.
Unfortunately, that didn't happen. He died a few
nonths later. And by the nature of what | do as an
art curator and exhibition designer, |I'mtraveling
all the tinme. | was in Africa after that tine,

So | don't knowif I mssed sone kind of
notice saying that | needed to file another report,
because | thought that when you check the box and
you di ssolve the commttee that you didn't have to
file another report. So this is the first tine |
received a notice, and that's why today | was ki nd
of nystified and confused as to why | was here.

But it was ny understanding that | dissolved the
conm ttee.

MR, WESTERCAMP: |Is there noney still in the

comm ttee account now?
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MS. TAYLOR It is closed now.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do you know when it
was cl osed?

M5. TAYLOR Hold on. It was closed on
January 22nd of 2024, and that report was due
January 17t h.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And the report was
due January 17th?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. R WLLIAMS: | submitted a report in
January '23 closing it at that tine.

M5. TAYLOR  The report filed January 17,
2023, had a bal ance of $4.13, and you cannot cl ose
a commttee with a bal ance.

M5. R WLLIAVS: Ckay.

M5. NUSSMEYER So it gets a little confusing
because the report filed in January 2023 was for
2022. And so the report that was filed in
January 2024 to close the commttee, that was
actually your annual for 2023, and that's the
report --

M5. TAYLOR  That had $4. 13.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Well, but 2022 annual is the
one that had the $4 and change.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.
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MS5. NUSSMEYER: The 2023 annual i s what

brought us down to zero dollars and closed the
comm ttee.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER: And she did mark final disband
because | see it on there.

M5. TAYLOR Yes, it is closed.

M5. NUSSMEYER: So that report to close it was
the one that was | ate.

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Thank you.

MR. VWESTERCAMP: |Is there a reason why you

didn't take the deal earlier? You ve only had one

vi ol ati on.

M5. NUSSMEYER: She tri ed.

M5. R WLLIAMS: | tried to take it. That's
why | cane up. | really didn't even know why | was
here.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | was going to say | think we

just needed a little nore clarification.

M5. R WLLIAMS: Sure.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: | thought she said
she didn't want the deal and that she wanted to
present.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | think it was nore of a
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point of clarification.

M5. R WLLIAMS: Right. | just wanted to be
very cl ear about what happened and why | thought it
was closed and | didn't have to make anot her
report.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So it would be 25 percent?

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: No. [It's her second
visit so 50 percent.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Oh, I'msorry. | saw that.
Ckay.

MR, WESTERCAMP: | would nove that we apply a
50 percent fine for this commttee.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. W have a noti on.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: And a second. The 50 percent

woul d be $150, and the mail cost is 66 cents.

Al'l those in favor say
VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCLT: Aye.
MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.
MR, WVESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "

aye.

Ckay. Very good. Thank you.
|"msorry. | think I skipped you.
MR. BORDERS:. The Senate al ways gets

preference over the House.
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CHAI RVAN BOYCE: |'m sorry.

MR, VWESTERCAMP:. But you're the king.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Listen, | know who you are.
Sonmehow | overl ooked you. That doesn't happen
of t en.

MR BORDERS. Well, and actually I'mpretty
proud of nyself. | can actually pronounce the
nane - -

MR YOUNG Can | ask a question real quick?
| am under the weather. |If you're going to have
anot her neeting, | can go to that. |'mjust not
feeling well.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: We are not havi ng anot her
neet i ng.

M5. NUSSMEYER He can ask for a continuance.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Oh, that's true. |If you'd
like to ask for a continuance -- | mean, you've
al ready been up tw ce, so everybody has been
wai ting very patiently.

MR. YOUNG Yeah. No, that's all right. |'m
just sick is all, so | can't do anything. | cane
when | was sick because | wanted to get it over, so
"1l ask for a continuance then.

CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Do | need to have it --

M5. WARYCHA: 1'Il just have himwite it down
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so we legitimately have sonething, and I'll put it

on the record.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Perfect. Go ahead.
M5. NUSSMEYER: |1'd ask himto step aside so
we don't have any obligation now.
CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Like close the matter or

table the matter?

VI CE CHAl RMVAN OVERHCOLT: | thought we did
table it.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: | thought we did table it.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Yeah, we did.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Because you nmade a noti on.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So here's ny
question: He just went over everything with her in
t he back of the room

M5. NUSSMEYER:  Abbey's not goi ng anywhere.
It's fine.

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  You' ve got it?

M5. TAYLOR  Yeah, and actually that will work
better for this.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. G eat.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. I'msorry. Go ahead.

MR. BORDERS: No, no. You're fine. You're

fine.
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you for everybody's

pati ence.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do we need to nake a
motion for himto untable?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: No. W tabled it.

M5. NUSSMEYER And we' || consider the
conti nuances at the end.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Perfect. kay.

MR. BORDERS: My nane is Bruce Borders. |
serve as a State Rep down in District 45, and
bel i eve what the allegation was in ny situation
was, | think, a large contribution report.

M5. THOWPSON. Madam Chai rman, page 94 and 95,
he's got two here.

MR. BORDERS: And the bottomline is that |
know in the past | think |I've had one previous
violation. Does that sound reasonabl e?

M5. TAYLOR  This is your fourth.

MR. BORDERS: kay. Well, who's counting?

MR, WESTERCAMP:  You know, it's interesting,
no one has overestimted the nunber of tines
they've been in front of the Comm ssion today.

MR. BORDERS: | will ask, though, if you don't
m nd, what was the previous? How nmany years ago

has t hat been?
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MS5. TAYLOR: 2008 was the nost recent.

MR. BORDERS:. All right. WlIl, and the reason
| share that, and there is a reason for sharing
that, that was back before we were doing -- we had
to file everything wth conputer. And that's a
gane changer, and, in fact, that's one of the
t hi ngs, as sonebody who has been in many, nmany
canpaigns, | can still renmenber when Peggy Mayfield
was i ntroducing the |egislation to have everything
done on conputer. | was |ike, oh, man, you know.
But the thing about it in the past, if you did get
a contribution, a large contribution or whatever,
you can fax it in and, boom it's done.

So what ended up happening, one of the two
contributions | got -- and particularly if you're
in a tough race, and sone of you have may renenber
| had a very interesting entertai ning case on a
resi dency challenge fromthree years ago, and it
was very interesting. And, well, that individual
happened to run again, and it was -- so | knew it
was going to be a tough race with top tier
opponents, quite frankly.

So | actually did -- the reason that you all
even know that | did have the large contributions

I's because | did submt those |large contributions.
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And then when | was talking to Mchelle | think in

the final filing, | believe it was, she said, well,
you' ve got a couple of outstanding |arge
contributions here that you've not finalized, and |
didn't even reali ze.

Part of it is -- just to give you an idea of
an actual canpaign day, you're up early that
norning. You're out going door to door. M days
al ways ended at 10:00 p.m | would quit
canpai gning at 9 o'clock because when you're
show ng up at houses after 9 o'clock in the spring
and that late in the canpai gn, people think
you're -- just basically you're a stal ker or
whatever. So 9 o'clock, that's about when the sun
was going down that late in the canpaign. You get
home at 10: 00.

| don't use this for responding to canpai gn
finance things and so forth fromthe HRCC. That's
not an excuse. |It's just not confortable for ne to
do that. So when | get hone from canpai gning all
day, knowi ng that we're going to be out the next
day doing that, I'mlooking to see did | get any
nmessages from HRCC, did | get any nessages fromthe
state Republican commttee, whether it be a mailer

or whatever. And so it's not |ike you necessarily
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got a check in the mail and you go, |I'm not going

to report this again. As Senator Young had shared
earlier, the primary purpose of that is so you're
not hol di ng anyt hi ng back from anybody.

Well, | did -- as soon as | got those notices,
| would go onto the conputer, type in ny password,
and as Mchelle can also tell you, there are tines
you can't even log into the system It's tough at
times. | nean, it really is. There were tines, if
you renenber, that you actually had to go in and
reboot sonething just so | could even log in. And
that's not an excuse. |I'mnot |ooking to blane
anybody, but I'mjust telling you that's the real
wor | d of canpaigning for office.

And so | did file those large contributions.
What | didn't realize is there was a final -- a
finalization that you had to do, which | was
t hi nking was |i ke on your final canpaign report or
what ever, and so | thought, okay, those are all
filed. And even when | was trying to reach sone of
our finance people with the House Republican
Canpaign Conmttee, they weren't able to be reached
because they were out going door to door. |
remenber frequently they were in Sharon Nagle's

race and so forth upin -- well, not quite
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nort hwest | ndi ana but the western side of the

state. And so reaching people can be really tough.

And so | just want you to be aware that the
bottomline is that, in nmy mnd and in ny heart, |
had filed, |I had indeed filed those, and that's
why, again, you even were aware that those had been
filed. And what | hadn't done is gone to one nore
page and done a finalization |like you have to do on
a canpai gn finance report. And, again, not blamng
anybody, but it is a software issue. |It's
sonet hi ng when you think -- and especially keep in
mnd three years ago | never had any | arge canpaign
finance reports to file, unfortunately. And so
this was the first tinme | had had those, you know,
to even do. Again, | thought that they were done.
And so when | filed themin there, they were kind
of hanging out there in no man's | and.

So | amasking for a waiver. And you m ght
say, well, why didn't you take a deal. Well, |
felt like | had to explain ny side of the story
just so you understood what really happened.

M5. WARYCHA: |'msorry to interrupt. The
five mnutes is up. | just didn't run the tiner
quite as well because | was doing this continuance.

Sorry.
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: That's all right.

MR. VWESTERCAMP:. So let ne ask you,
Representative Borders, if we're inclined to grant

the waiver, what do you think is a fair penalty to

I Nnpose”?
MR. BORDERS:. | nean, even -- | hate the fact
that it's a penalty because -- and |I'mgoing to

answer with a political answer here, but it's a
sincere one. \Wat happens is that, when an
opponent runs agai nst you, they put you in an
orange junpsuit and they put you behind bars. And
|"mserious. |I'mjust telling. |If you don't
believe that talk to Brooks LaPl ante, who paid for

his own signs.

So, | nean, 25 percent, | would |ove to see
that. 1'd |love to see nothing because, again, ny
argunent was that | did file them | just didn't

realize there was another step that had to be done.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So what exactly happened?
M5. THOWSON: He entered the contributions.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: This canme up earlier,
t hi nk.
M5. TAYLOR  This canme up wth Senator
Jackson, who added the contribution and then didn't

file the report. It is a two-step process.
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M5. THOWSON. He just didn't go through with

it and hit the file button. He entered themin the
queue.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So you report it, and
then you have to --

M5. THOMPSON. There's another step that he
did not do.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  The CFA?

M5. THOWPSON: The CFA, yes.

MR. BORDERS:. But, again, | had never had -- |
had never had | arge contributions before since we
had gone to everybody having to upload it on the
sof t war e.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN. Ckay. So let ne --
by the way, | |love your Elvis. |[|'ve seen it.

MR. BORDERS: Well, thank you. That right
there is worth a |ot.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So but anyway, here
Is the problem Senator La Keisha Jackson --

VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: We didn't rule on
hers.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  We didn't rule on
hers, but she knows that she's going to be
getting -- she's going to file the CFAs, and she

knows then that makes her filing late, so she's
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going to get hit for that.

The CFA, as we've said here today, everybody
Is presuned to know the law. CFA is a required
filing. |'msure the page probably said next or
sonething, or go, but if it's a separate docunent
separate fromwhat you file, then you're supposed
to know that. So that's the problem And this
IS -- you know, you were here. This is your fourth
time here, and so --

MR BORDERS. This is only ny first tinme here
since we've been filing it electronically.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  But we take that into
account for everybody. They don't get that
di stinction.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: It doesn't reset whenever the
process changes.

MR. BORDERS: | understand, but it shoul d.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Wl |, then you're the
| egi sl ator.

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHOLT: We have sone ot her
I deas for you too.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So how nmuch is the
fine for total, $1,2007?

M5. NUSSMEYER: Plus $1.36 for mailing.

MS. THOWPSON:  $1, 300.
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MR. BORDERS: May | throw one other little

caveat in there, though?
M5. THOWPSON: 94 and 95.
M5. TAYLOR  There's one on 94 and 95.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yeah, because it's two 600s
and then the 100.
M5. NUSSMEYER We missed that one. Sorry.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: So it's $1, 300, and

he does not qualify for a discount, can't give him

t he deal .
V5. THOWPSON: No. This is his --
MR WESTERCAMP: So what if -- | nopbve that we

just knock it down to $1,000. There's no
substanti al conpliance under the |law, but he did
attenpt to do this. However, you have to file it
to fileit. Wether you click two buttons or one,
you still have to do it. But I"'minclined to just
say let's just knock it down a little bit to $1, 000
and let it be there.

V5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So what's going to
happen with -- let nme ask a question here of the
staff. So the situation with Senator Jackson, when
she files the CF-4s, she's going to be com ng here
the sane way, right?

MS5. TAYLOR: Yes.
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M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Do we have

precedent -- because we are setting precedent. |If
we have not done this before, we are setting
precedent today as to how we're going to be
handling this. So if we haven't done it before,
this is one -- you' ve been on here the | ongest, and
t hese people on the ends have been here forever, so
if we haven't done it before, then, first, do we
want to do that, and if we want to do that, how
much?

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHCOLT: It's a slippery
sl ope.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Yeah. [|'mnot supportive of
an arbitrary nunber. | just can't support that
because that, to nme, opens you up to the
consi stency issue because if you' re just saying,
oh, let's make it a thousand dollars, well, when
this other gal cones back, l|like you said, | forget
how many she had --

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Three or four.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yeah. And then everything is
alittle -- you can't conpare any of these
situations. | think it's really hard to be
consi stent, in my opinion.

MR. BORDERS: But | mght nmention |I'm arguing
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in nmy case, not hers.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Right. But | think in the
case of the Conm ssion we have to consider this --

MR, BORDERS: Sure.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: It's precedenti al.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Every case is different but
simlar in sone ways.

MR. WESTERCAMP: We're not bound by prior
deci sions of this Comm ssion, right?

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  No. We're bound by
the law. We have discretion --

MR WESTERCAMP: Ri ght.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  -- on the anount of
fine, correct, Co-Director King? Right?

MR. KING Comm ssioner, that's correct,
within the paraneters by statute you have
flexibility.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN. Right. So we have
that flexibility, and so it's left up to us under
what circunstances do we exercise it. And in this
particul ar case, under these particular facts,
we' ve never done it before.

MR, KOCHEVAR: Well, yes, and | think,
Comm ssi oner Cel esti no-Horseman -- excuse ne. |It's

late and | start to forget nanes. |It's really
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actually pinning on the point that |I'mthinking

about, is that under statute you have the
di scretion of |lowering the proposed penalty to
what ever you want.

But we are under AOPA, and while | am not as
fluent in AOPA as others are, because it cones up
here in these neetings, | would still say that nost
likely there is case | aw on being accused and
soneone appealing a decision of this Comm ssion to
a court on an abuse of discretion of the
adm ni strative | aw judges or what have you. But
that would be the only thing I would nention, but,
again, | amnot as famliar with ACGPA as | amwth
state election |aw

VI CE CHAI RMVAN OVERHCOLT: One of the standards
on judicial reviewis whether the decision is
arbitrary or capricious, right, and that's the
argunent. So even though we're not necessarily
bound by what we do in the past, that's why we talk

about it so that we're just not kind of willy-nilly

changing things all the tinme. | mean, change can
be fine. [I'mnot saying we're wlly-nilly changi ng
t hi ngs.

MR, WESTERCAMP: Are we inclined to show any

judicial grace to Representative Borders today in
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this?

MR. BORDERS:. Absol utely.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: The nore we tal k
about it, no.

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN: | don't think I'm
ready to descend down that slippery slope yet. W
haven't done it before, and so -- and | certainly
understand he's a nice guy, and he's been sonewhat
entertaining, a nice break in our day and all that,
and | understand what you're saying. But | think
|"mgoing to nake a notion. You can nove to anend.
|'"mgoing to nove that the full fine be enforced on
this case, which is $1,200 plus --

M5. NUSSMEYER: No. It's $1, 300.

MS. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN: | was just going to
say $1,200 plus $100 -- thank you -- plus --

M5. TAYLOR  $2. 04.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: -- $2.04 in postage.
So that represents both conplaints that have been
filed -- three.

VI CE CHAI RMAN OVERHOLT: |'d second that.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Any nore di scussion
anongst the nenbership?

MR. VWESTERCAMP: | guess the only thing I

woul d say with respect to ny distinguished
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col | eagues 1S, It seens to ne a nore egr egl ous

t hi ng where sone of these commttees have failed to
file altogether and we wai ved the fee entirely than
the case that's in front of us today.

So that's just nmy thinking on that is, when we
had sonme of these other petitioners that were up
here and they didn't check the box to close their
commttee and there was a nunber of years that
passed and we didn't fine them anything, you know,
then | guess that's just ny perspective on it, for
the benefit of others.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  And | think the
di stinction there is that those conmmttees were
cl osed. They hadn't done anything since the date
of their last --

MR, VESTERCAMP: Well, they were closed. |
under st and t hat.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Yeah. And they were
cl osed before the paynent, | think, on all of them
So in this case, the commttee is still going.

Comm ttee has been -- whether you had to file it by
conputer or whatever, you' ve had to file that CFA

formfor a while. And so | would -- and that's why
| say, you know, giving grace is -- | like to give

grace, but, you know, this is a brand-new area, and
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it's an open commttee, and so | just --

MR BORDERS: | did file it, though. | did.

M5. CELESTI NO-HORSEMAN: It deals with the
| ar ge canpai gn donations, which is sonething of
real interest to the public and everything.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we have a notion
and a second to inpose the penalty or the proposed
fines on all three of these cause nunbers totaling

$1, 302. 04.

Al those in favor say "aye.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHCOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

MR, WESTERCAMP:  No.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  So we put it back on
t he agenda for the next tine.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: No, no, no. That's a
wai ver .

MR. KOCHEVAR: |If three people voted yes, you
can i npose the penalty. You only need your three.
M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN: Ch, yeah, that's
right. | thought, damm, we're going to have to do

this again. Excuse the |anguage.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.
MR. BORDERS:. Thank you.
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you.

MR COUCH Can | go next?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Hold on. [|'ve been
goi ng back and forth.

MR COUCH | have a very -- | have a
contracted appoi ntnent | have to be at at
6 o'clock. 1've got to be out of here |Iike now

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. I'Ill let you go next.

MR, COUCH. Appreciate it. Thank you very
much.

VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: Well, like I said,
| ' ve got a proxy here.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  There's m ne.

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Tony is my proxy, so
what do | do? 1|'ve never had a proxy before. Wat
do | do?

M5. NUSSMEYER It's already been filed, so
swap seats.

M5. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Ckay. |'mgoing to,
since both of our proxies are here...

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: That's funny because | was
t hi nking you had cases and | was thinking | can't
l et you cut. | thought that in my mnd. | can't
do that.

(Di scussion held off the record.)
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CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. W want the record to

reflect -- how do we do that?

M5. WARYCHA: Maria is on the record still,
so, Maria, we're subbing in two proxies.

Wul d you mnd to each state and spell your
name. |'ll start with you first, sir.

MR. OVERHOLT: Tony Overholt, Ov-e-r-h-o-1-t.

M5. WARYCHA: And he is serving as proxy for
Suzannah W1 son Overholt.

And then Karen Cel estino-Horseman's proxy.

M5. COLBERT: Dayna Col bert, D-a-y-n-a,
Co-l-b-e-r-t.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Perfect. GCkay. Now, go
ahead. Sorry.

MR COUCH My nane is John L. Couch, is how
nmy candidacy is -- on ny candi dacy, ny canpai gn
finance is Couch for Indy, and | don't have ny
cause nunber.

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chai rman, that's on
page 195, Couch for Indiana. That's 2025-7519-359.
He has a civil penalty of $350.68, and this is his
first time before the Conm ssion.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Thank you. Go ahead.

MR COUCH | filed nmy finance report before

the deadline, and then | received a notice that the
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finance commttee did not -- or finance departnent

didn't get it. So | went ahead and filed it right
away, and so -- but | filed it intime. | do not
know what happened.

The majority of tinme, when | have filed ny
finance reports, | goin to the Secretary of
State's office and deal with Ms. Thonpson.
However, this tinme | did not, but I did do it in

time, | didit correctly, and then | was notified
that it was not filed. | filed it again right
away.

And so ny canpai gn has zero doll ars.
haven't taken noney in, | haven't paid anything
out, and so | request that you dism ss this because
| have been on tine with ny finance reports before,
and |'m caught up until January 2026.

M5. NUSSMEYER:  Abbey or M chelle, can you
confirmif the commttee is open or closed?

M5. TAYLOR The commttee is open.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Thank you.

M5. TAYLOR Wth a zero bal ance.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So this relates to the
preprimary report?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes, yes.

M5. NUSSMEYER: And M. Couch clains that the
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report was filed on tine. Does the system show --

M5. TAYLOR | |ooked at the | og, and the
system did not show M. Couch |ogging in between
January of 2024 and April 25th of 2024.

M5. NUSSMEYER: And the report was due?

M5. TAYLOR  April 17th, 18th, 19th.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Ckay. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Were you here earlier when we
wer e doi ng our deals? W just were curious why you
didn't take the deal.

MR. COUCH: Because |'d ask that this be
di sm ssed so, if there's any issues down the road,
It won't go against ne.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So say that again
about the log-in. You didn't show that he had
| ogged in.

M5. TAYLOR The log, the event I og on the
onl i ne dat abase, does not show anybody | ogging in
bet ween January of '24 and April 25th of '24.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR COUCH | don't know what your | og showed,
but | did file a report prior to the -- | filed ny
reports. |'ve filed themon tine. | do not know

what happened.
CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.
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MR, VWESTERCAMP: | nove to assess the penalty

in full.

M5. COLBERT: | second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. All those in favor --
we have a notion and a second to --

MR. COUCH Hold on a second. People have
come up here and said they have zero dollars and --

M5. WARYCHA: |'msorry, sir. You only get to
make a poi nt whenever you have perm ssion fromthe
chair. At this point they're in discussions, so
you' Il have to give them --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Since there's been a notion.

MR, COUCH. | have zero dollars in my account.
| haven't had any noney in ny account --

M5. WARYCHA: Sir, we have to ask you to
pl ease give the Conm ssion a nonent.

MR COUCH. -- and you still want to charge ne
$350. | disagree with you. This Conmm ssion
refused to hear ny conplaint against Mke Pence and
Karl ee Macer, but yet you're going to charge ne
$350. | filed on tine.

M5. NUSSMEYER: M. Couch, if you don't I|ike
t he decision of the Comm ssion, you can appeal it
to a court, but no vote has been taken. There's a

moti on on the floor.
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MR COUCH  Wwell, | already have a civil suit
open against the State of Indiana, so |I'll take it
back there, because | filed it on tinme. | have

wor ked wth Ms. Thonpson --

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | don't know how t he ot her
Comm ssioners feel just during this conmment
section. | would have probably supported the
25 percent just because he hasn't been before us
before. So can you expl ain nmaybe why you're
thinking the full penalty, just because he didn't
t ake the deal ?

MR. VWESTERCAMP:  You nentioned that he didn't
want it. He wanted to justify hinself.

CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: That's true. And others, |
think -- just in keeping precedent, others had cone
up and said there were sone issues or they had sone
gquestions. kay. That's fair.

M5. NUSSMEYER  And, Madam Chair, | m ght add
that even in these discussions from past Conm ssion
meetings, the comm ssioners have sought to issue
the full fine or another partial fine, if that's
what they opted to do, to kind of fall inline with
that plea agreenent, but ultinmately it's your
deci si on.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Thank you.
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Ckay. Any nore discussion, coments?

There's been a notion and a second to pursue
t he proposed fine of $350 and --
MR COUCH  Well, you've nmade your deci sion.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: -- the mmil cost of
68 cents --
MR. COUCH: | disagree.
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: -- for a total of $350.68.

MR COUCH  How many of you guys are
Denocr at s?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: AlIl those in favor signify by
sayi ng "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

MR. COUCH. See you in court.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR. MYERS: Do | get bonus points?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: So | guess next tine you're
sitting up front.

MR MYERS: Yeah. Hi.

M5. TAYLOR  Thank you for your patience.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Yeah. Thank you for your

pati ence.
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MR. MYERS: Thank you. M nane is Jonat han

Meyers, J-o0-n-a-t-h-a-n, My-e-r-s. | amthe
current treasurer of the Third District
Congressional Conmttee. W have two matters. One
is 2025-4694-140, and --

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: G ve us one second here to
find it.

MR MYERS: Just don't want to waste all ny
five m nutes.

M5. WARYCHA: |'m paused. You're on pause.

M5. TAYLOR  That's on page 78.

MR. MYERS: And the second one is
2025- 4694- 333.

M5. TAYLOR  That's on page 182.

CHAIl RMAN BOYCE: 182. Ckay. Go ahead.

MR. MYERS: GCkay. So | amthe current
treasurer of the commttee. | was el ected
March 8th of this year, and we're trying to cl ean
up sone stuff that happened previously.

So with respect to -140, our previous
treasurer was three days late filing. He was sick,
his wife had a stroke, and he has since passed
away, so | don't know what the exact circunstances
were as to why he was three days | ate.

Then on March 2nd of 2024, he passed away and




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

) ) Page 218
we as -- well, the commttee at the tine had

probl ens getting the records fromhis famly and
got to the point where our vice chairman went to
the famly, got the records. W still had tine to
file the preprimary report on the 19th, but our
vice chairman's son then passed away a coupl e days
before the deadline, and so we were seven days |late
on filing that report.

| woul d have taken the deal earlier and saved
my entire afternoon, but | didn't know what the
extent of the fines were nor whether we had any
prior situations that had cone up before this.

MR, VWESTERCAMP. \What are you asking for
specifically?

MR MYERS: So | would like you to consider
ei ther waiving the fines or reducing the fines.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So you've been -- not
you specifically, but the commttee has been before
t he board.

M5. TAYLOR  They've been before the
Comm ssion tw ce, and they've paid three settl enent
agreenents, so this is their sixth delinquency.

MR. MYERS: Do you know what years those were?
Just curious for ny own...

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: There's a few |i sted.
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M5. NUSSMEYER 2018 pre-elect, 2021 annual,

2022 pre-elect, 2023 pre-elect, 2024 preprinmary,
and one nore in 2018.

M5. TAYLOR It looks like there were sone
before that, but we only go back to the five nost
recent.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: It's very difficult, | know,
when there's -- you know, it's different on a
canpai gn when it's typically the sane people. |
know in this situation it's different because it's
rotating, and obviously with a death it nmakes it
even anot her conplication, but...

MR, VWESTERCAMP: Were there other nenbers that
were available to step in? | nean, obviously,
there's --

MR. MYERS: Well, the chairman and vice chair
are here if you -- they have both been sworn in if
you have any specific questions for them

MR, VWESTERCAMP: This is your defense. Make
your best case to us now. |f you' ve got sonething
to say, say it.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: He's |like, wow, | drew the
short stick on this one.

MR. MYERS: Wuld either of you like to say
anyt hi ng?
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RING Only that the | ast one --

WARYCHA: Pl ease say your nane.
MYERS:. Cone up here and state your nane.

WARYCHA: It's Rick Ring.

25 20 D

RING | knew |'d end up here sonetine,.
There is no defense actually.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: State your nane.

MR RING R ck Rng. I'mvice chair of
District Three Congressional Conmttee. No excuse
on the last one. | had taken over for Ron after
Ron passed away. W still don't have the stuff
that his famly has. W had to close everything
out and refile. But then ny son passed away so |
was, | think, four days late getting this one
filed.

CHAl RMVAN BOYCE: And that was --

MR RING It would have in '24.

MR. MYERS: The 2024 preprimary.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: | got you.

MR RING And | will say that the chair and
had no know edge of any of those that were before,
the previous. | had no idea that any of these
ot her ones were late. | thought the one with Ron
and this one were the only two we had.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yeah. Wwell, | feel like
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wish | could say let's nake you a deal, but in the

situation of this being the sixth tine, | don't --
the precedent of the Conm ssion doesn't allow for
that necessarily, which I'msorry.

| don't know if the other nenbers are --

MR MYERS: W woul d take an unprecedent ed
deal .

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Oh, I'msure. This is ny
first day and his too.

M5. COLBERT: | think in these current tines |
would i ke to stick to a little bit of precedence.

MR, OVERHOLT: | think that's right.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So do we have a
noti on?

M5. COLBERT: [|'ll make the notion to assess
the full fine.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR. MYERS: And could I ask, what is the full
fine?

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yes. kay. So on cause
nunmber that ends -333, it's $400.68. So 400 is the
fine, 68 cents for the mailing. And on cause
nunber ending -140, it's $200 and then 66 cents for
the mil. So it's a total of --

MS. COLBERT: $601. 34.




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

Page 222
CHAl RMAN BOYCE: $601.34. Okay. So we have a

notion. Do we have a second?

MR. OVERHOLT: [|'Ill second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: And a second for the proposed
finding of $601.34. All those in favor say "aye."

MR. OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. COLBERT: Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

Ckay. Thank you.

MR. MYERS: You'll send us a bill?

MR. WESTERCAMP: There wi || be an order.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: You'll get noti ce.

MR MYERS: G eat.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Thank you. Sorry. Thank you
for being so patient.

And you're the lucky last --

M5. NUSSMEYER  She bills by the hour.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: The | ast hoorah

M5. DOYLE: This is pro bono.

M5. TAYLOR This is on page 223. This is
McCorm ck for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414,
proposed civil penalty of $1,000.78. It is their
fourth tinme before the Conmm ssion.

M5. DOYLE: Hi. Thank you, Conm ssioners.
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Brittany Doyle, B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-Il-e.

The penalty assessed agai nst McCorm ck for
Governor is for alate file contribution report, a
CFA-11. The contribution in question was not a
contribution at all but rather a refund froma
vendor .

So if you | ook at page 2 of the packet that I
provi ded, the quarterly report that was filed by
the conmittee received funds of $85,444.50 from
Sage Medi a Planning and Pl acenent, and that is the
commttee's -- was the conmttee's nedia buy vendor
for the '24 election cycle. In the second box on
that form you wll see that the commttee noted
that there was a rei nbursenent fromthe vendor for
unused nedi a ad buys, and that was sort of to
delineate that these funds were not a contribution
but rather a refund fromthe vendor of paynents.

On the third page of your packet, | did pull a
list fromthe I EC website of all the disbursenents
McCorm ck for Governor made to this vendor to
verify the refund. They were a substanti al
paynment, | think by 3.2 mlIlion.

In | ooking at the 2024 canpai gn finance
manual , it does define contribution as any donation

accepted by a candidate's conmttee and nade for
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t he purpose of influencing an Indiana election. As

this was a vendor refund, these funds were not a
contribution nmade for the purpose of influencing an
election. And it was the conmttee's understanding
at the tinme that it accepted this refund that a
CFA- 11 was not needed because it did not -- we
didn't believe that it followed the definition of a
contribution because it wasn't to influence an

el ecti on.

Addi tionally, page 4 of your packet, Sage
Medi a Pl anni ng and Pl acenent is incorporated,
nmeaning that if this had been a contribution, it
woul d have absolutely violated the limts itself.

So the commttee is asking that the Comm ssion
wai ve this penalty in full.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So this one is
di fferent.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Can the staff act as kind of
a proxy of a prosecutor? Wlat's the State's case
agai nst this canpaign? | nean, | understand, |
think, alittle better.

M5. TAYLOR  So they added the contribution to
the online site. They added the refund as a
contribution because it's incone. There's no

other -- there's contributions and expenditures.
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S

There's nothing else. So it's positive or it
negative. And so it's comng into the account.
Yes, it's a refund, but they add the contribution.
It auto generates the, hey, you' re a statew de
candi date, you've got to file this CFA-11 wthin
seven days. They didn't. They waited two and a
hal f, three nonths.

The only thing | can say is that on the other
side of this, being for |ike audit purposes, we
woul d not have pursued the audit because a refund
Is not a contribution for audit purposes. It
woul dn't be above the contribution limts for a
corporation because it's a refund and not a direct
contri bution.

M5. DOYLE: And if it's helpful, ny
background, | do conpliance for nostly applicable
party commttees, but | work wth the Federal
El ection Conm ssion, | work with several other
states, and |'ve never seen an instance where a
refund woul d require a large contribution, again,
because it's not considered a contribution.

MR WESTERCAMP: |'m wondering -- |I'minclined
to table this particular matter and ask for
sonething in witing just because this is a little

bit nuanced, and | want to be sure that we're
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actually follow ng what General Assenbly set forth

I n statute.

Do ot her comm ssioners have strong opini ons
about this particular case? | nean, to ne, it
seens like it raises sone novel |egal questions.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Yeah

MR. WESTERCAMP: So I'd like to be the
beneficiary of briefing on this fromthe canpaign
and also the staff, if people were so inclined.

MR. KOCHEVAR: Conmi ssi oner, certainly,
because we woul d have to explain, and | don't know
If we can explain it in the tinme here or in this
context, better put in witing, but we need to go
t hrough the discussion of what is the definition of
a contribution, including the -- which Brittany has
referred to that there are a nunber of pieces which
makes a piece of property a conmttee gets a
contribution as opposed to other incone.

But we al so have to di scuss, though there
isn't alot of statutes on this, what other
comm ttees can get in the formof incone because
ot her incone nust be reported because it is a
requi renent of the Canpaign Finance Act that, when
you fil e your canpai gn finance reports, you nust

report the cash on hand.
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And since -- this would go to a third part

then on how you can use canpai gn dollars, is that
canpai gn dollars can be used to be invested into
noney mar ket account or what have you, and then you
can get that inconme to use for political purposes.
And we would need to put that into our wite-up to
you as well about how does that get done and how we
see in the past how that usually is going to get
reported, and probably, again, talk about the

del i nquenci es of our very old canpaign finance
system

MR. WESTERCAMP: |1'd like to nove to this
Commi ssion that we table this matter pending
further briefing fromthe canpaign and the staff on
the legal definitions that are at play fromstatute
and any ot her factual considerations we should
consi der at the next neeting.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Yeah. So we have a notion to
table this just for further review Do we have a
second?

M5. COLBERT: 1'Ill second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we have a notion
and a second to table this issue for discussion at

an upcom ng neeting, which will be adverti sed.

Al those in favor say "aye.
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MR OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. COLBERT: Aye.

MR WESTERCAMP:  Aye.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed.

Ckay. Thank you.

M5. DOYLE: Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So | think that's
everyone. Thank you for being so patient.

M5. DOYLE: No problem Thank you all.
appreci ate your tine.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So at this point there
Is the matter of continuances. So would the
canpai gn finance staff identify any matters for
whi ch a notion for continuance was received for
t oday' s neeting.

M5. NUSSMEYER: |Is this under the green tab?

M5. TAYLOR  There's no tab.

M5. THOWSON. We just have a |ist of cause
nunbers for you and nanes of conmttees.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Ckay.

M5. THOWSON: 2025-7783-167, Fight Back
| ndi ana has asked for a continuance; 2025-7838-292,
Jay County Denocrats; 2025-7838-323, oh, another
Jay Denocrats; 2025-7551-89, G assroots PAC
2025- 7551- 317, the second Grassroots PAC
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2025-7610-253 and -96, Martin Del R o for |ndiana,

he has two causes; 2025-7533-87, -316, and -242,

| ndi ana PA Political Action Committee;
2025-7923-324, -367, and -281, Jimfor Indiana;
2025-7669- 107, G tizens for Tim Radice;
2025-7944-1, Waternelon Jimfor State Rep;
2025-7642-101, Conmittee to El ect Shemanski;
2025-7277- 60, Hancock County for Progress, they
have five; 2023-7696-158 Jefferson County

Li bertarian. This one at the very |ast neeting was
I ssued a final continuance grant. It was granted
for its last continuance. They again asked for a
conti nuance this neeting.

M5. NUSSMEYER: M chelle, could you rem nd us
what the Commi ssion did. Well, they set a policy
at that Conm ssion neeting that we gave them a
certain nunber of continuances and said that was
your final.

Co-Director King, do you recall or co-counsel ?
We can go back and | ook under neeting mnutes if we
have to pull that one out.

M5. TAYLOR  They have -- the Conm ssion has
for the past several years granted two conti nuances
and on the second continuance said this is your

final continuance that we wll grant. That was
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what the Libertarian Party of Jefferson County was

gi ven at the Septenber of '23 hearing. They have
asked for now a third continuance on this cause
from 2022.

MR. KING Madam Chairman, to address the
guestion posed, yes, | think the Conm ssion's past
practice has been accurately stated with regard to
continuances in an initial continuance, which |
understand is the case for all the ones listed
except for the one commttee identified --

M5. TAYLOR We're not finished with them
ei ther, but yes.

MR. KING -- have been routinely granted.
However, in the case where a commttee requests a
conti nuance after having been advised that the
conti nuance previously granted was final, | believe
t he Conm ssion has, at |east on one occasion,
proceeded to find the conmttee in default --

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR. KING -- and inpose the penalty.

CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Ckay. Keep going with that
list, and then we'll cone back to that one.

M5. THOWSON:. Ckay. 2025-5475-187, |ndiana
Speech, Language, and Hearing Associ ati on PAC;
2025-7150- 393 and -394, Commttee to El ect Reagan
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Hat cher.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So on that list then
the only ones -- the only one that previously
requested a continuance was the one we just tal ked
about ?

M5. TAYLOR  Yes.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So how about we take a
noti on and a second to grant the continuances for
the group, and then we'll address the one, if
that's okay.

|s there a notion to grant the request for --

M5. NUSSMEYER  Madam Chair, if | mght, |
don't know that you would want to consider the
whol e group because that one is part of that group.

M5. THOMPSON:. Hold on. |'ve got one nore.
2025-1907, this was Senator Young for his seven,
-406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411, and -412.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Well, | think, | nean,
obviously we're not doing it on the whol e group
because we're going to approve all of those
excluding the Jefferson County Libertarians or
what ever it was you said.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So we have a notion to

grant the continuances for all of those commttees
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excluding the one. Do we have a second?

MR. OVERHOLT: 1'Ill second.
CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Any nore di scussi on,
t hought s?

Al in favor of the notion say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Opposed "nay. "

Ckay. So on the one, we need to probably | ook
up that cause nunber.

M5. TAYLOR It is 2023-7696-158. It's on
page 3 of your spreadsheet.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Libertarian Party of
Jef ferson County, $350.

MR. WESTERCAMP: Madam Chair, |'d like to nove
to deny the continuance on this matter.

CHAl RMVAN BOYCE: Do we have a second?

M5. COLBERT: Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. We have a notion and a
second to deny the request for continuance. All
those in favor say "aye."

VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN:  Aye.

MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.
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CHAlI RVAN BOYCE: Opposed.

Ckay.

MR. VWESTERCAMP: Do we need to vote to inpose
penalty by default? GCkay.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. So | recognize the
canpai gn finance staff to present information
regardi ng canpai gn conmttees subject to
adm ni strative dissolution by the Conm ssi on.

M5. THOWPSON: Madam Chai rman, nenbers of the
Comm ssion, your little blue tab, these commttees
can be admnistratively dissolved. They have not
filed a report in three years, and they have a
bal ance of |ess than 1,000. Both chairnman and
treasurer have been notified.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. | nove the Conmm ssion
do the followng: Mke a finding that there is no
evi dence that any of these commttees continue to
receive contributions, make contributions, or
ot herwi se function as a commttee; nmake a finding
that, according to the best evidence available to
t he Conm ssion, the dissolution of these commttees
wi Il not inpair any contract or inpede the
collection of a debt or a judgnment by any person;
make a finding that the prudent use of public

resources make further efforts to collect any
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outstanding civil penalty inposed agai nst these

comm ttees wasteful or unjust, and that therefore
the Comm ssion adm nistratively dissolve each of
these conmm ttees.

|s there a second?

MR, WESTERCAMP: Second.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. Any discussion?

Al in favor of the notion say "aye.

MR OVERHOLT: Aye.

M5. COLBERT: Aye.

MR. WESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Opposed.

kay. |Is anyone present -- okay. Cbviously
no one is here. |s anyone present to testify on

any remai ni ng canpai gn finance hearing schedul ed
for today?

Seei ng none, | declare the hearings on all
remai ni ng canpai gn finance matters schedul ed for
today cl osed, including the continuance that was
denied. Is there a notion to inpose the entire
anmount of the proposed penalty plus nmailing costs
in all remaining canpai gn finance enforcenent
actions?

MR. VWESTERCAMP: So noved.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: |s there a second?
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MS. COLBERT: Second.
CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Furt her di scussion?

Al in favor of the notion say
MR OVERHOLT: Aye.

MS. COLBERT: Aye.

MR. WVESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed say "nay."

aye.

The "ayes" have it, and the notion to inpose
the penalty is adopted.

| think maybe the last thing we want to
di scuss is, for the convenience of the commttees
granted conti nuances today on canpai gn finance
matters and to finalize the 2025 voting system
protocols after receiving feedback, | would ask if
Comm ssi on nenbers would have availability to
attend neetings or to designate a proxy on the
follow ng dates. And obviously, since you two are
proxies, we wll communicate with them The two
dates that | would |ike to propose are Tuesday,
Cctober 21st. That would be the next neeting, at
1: 30 p. m

And then | had sone flexibility on either
Novenber 4th or Novenber 6th. It would be a
Tuesday or a Thursday. And, honestly, we were

di scussing this. There's obviously not an el ection
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this year, but | know a few counties are having

speci al elections or referenduns or whatever. So |
don't know if that would be of any consideration to
the body neeting, but either of those dates.

MR. WESTERCAMP: That works for ne.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Madam Chair, | woul d add,

t hough, for 10/21, are you expecting to do stuff
with the 2025 VSTOP protocol? Was that the
intention? | thought | heard you say that.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | nean, as |long as the report
from VSTOP is ready.

M5. NUSSMEYER Right. Well, VSTOP sent us an
emai|l this afternoon. They contacted the vendors
and asked for a feedback date of October 24th, so
that would be after the date of that neeting.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. | would say we could
ask VSTOP to adjust accordingly. | nmean, it's just
t hree days.

M5. NUSSMEYER  Right, but the Conm ssion this
nmorning said that they would give the vendors
30 days to respond, and so the Cctober 24th date
was 30 days fromtoday's date, or thereabouts.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Can | decide |ater or do
have to decide right now? GCkay. W'IlIl just keep

you post ed.
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M5. NUSSMEYER Great. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay.

MR. VWESTERCAMP. Did you have a thought on the
second date?

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: | woul d prefer Tuesday j ust
based on ny schedule. | just didn't knowif the
i dea of a few counties having a special election
mat t er ed.

MR, VWESTERCAMP: Would it be at 1:30 as wel | ?

CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Yes. Both would be at 1:30.

M5. NUSSMEYER: Madam Chair, | wll say on
speci al election days counties do reach out to us
Wi th issues or problens, and dependi ng on the
| ength of the neeting, if it goes past 6 0'clock
and counties are trying to close and they have to
access the Statew de Voter Registration System or
report election results, they oftentinmes reach out
to us. So we nay have to step out to assist those
counti es.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Ckay. | will confirmall of
that. As | said, that is why | had chosen two
because | wasn't quite sure if that would be a
factor.

The I ndi ana El ection Comm ssion has finished

its business for today. |Is there a notion for the
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| ndi ana El ecti on Commi ssion to adjourn.

MR. WESTERCAMP: So noved.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: Those in favor say "aye.

M5. COLBERT: You need a second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Oh, | need a second.
M5. COLBERT: Second.

CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say
MR OVERHOLT: Aye.

M5. COLBERT: Aye.

MR. VESTERCAMP. Aye.

CHAl RMAN BOYCE: (Opposed "nay. "

The "ayes" have it. The Indiana Election

Comm ssion neeting is adjourned.
(The I ndiana El ection Conm ssion Public

Session was adjourned at 5:47 p.m)
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"aye. "
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STATE OF | NDI ANA

COUNTY OF HAM LTON

I, Maria W Collier, a Notary Public in and
for said county and state, do hereby certify that the
f oregoi ng public session was taken at the tinme and
pl ace heretofore nentioned between 10: 00 a.m and
5:47 p. m;

That said public session was taken down in
st enograph notes and afterwards reduced to typewiting
under ny direction; and that the typewitten
transcript is a true record of the public session.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  This meeting of the



      2     Indiana Election Commission is officially called to



      3     order.  I first want to just really quick maybe



      4     take a point and just introduce myself.  And we



      5     have another new member of the Commission.  So I



      6     just wanted to say hello.  My name is Beth Boyce,



      7     and I will be chairing this Commission now, so



      8     happy to be here.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And I'm John Westercamp.



     10     Thank you so much, and I'm happy to be here as



     11     well.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the following members of



     13     the Commission are present:  Myself, the chairman,



     14     Beth Boyce; Suzannah Wilson Overholt, our vice



     15     chairman; Karen Celestino-Horseman; and John



     16     Westercamp.  Indiana Election Division staff, we



     17     have the co-directors, Brad King and Angie



     18     Nussmeyer; co-general counsels, Matthew Kochevar



     19     and Valerie Warycha.  We also have with us our



     20     court reporter, Maria Collier, from Stewart



     21     Richardson Deposition Services.



     22          Before we continue the meeting, I want to



     23     remind everyone on behalf of the court reporter to



     24     do the following:  Identify yourself when beginning



     25     to speak.  Spell your name when identifying
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      1     yourself.  Speak clearly and do not speak at the



      2     same time as others.



      3          Up next, the documentation of compliance with



      4     Open Door Law.  I request that the co-directors



      5     confirm that the Commission meeting has been



      6     properly noticed as required under the Open Door



      7     Law, including new membership information



      8     requirements which became effective July 1, 2025.



      9          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, members of the



     10     Commission, on behalf of myself and Co-Director



     11     Nussmeyer, we confirm that this Commission meeting



     12     was properly noticed in compliance with the



     13     requirements of the Open Door Law.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.



     15          Next up, we'll go to the approval of the



     16     September 30, 2024, Indiana Election Commission



     17     minutes.  I recognize the co-directors to present



     18     the minutes of the referenced meeting.



     19          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman and members of the



     20     Commission, Co-Director Nussmeyer and myself



     21     reviewed the minutes of the Commission and



     22     recommend them to you for your approval.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Great.



     24          Is there a motion to approve each of the



     25     minutes as presented?
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



      5          Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     10          The "ayes" have it, and the motion to approve



     11     each of the minutes is adopted.



     12          Is there consent from each of the members to



     13     authorize the Election Division to use our



     14     individual signature stamps to document our



     15     approval of the documents at this meeting?



     16          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yes, consent.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yes.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Consent.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The Election Division is



     20     authorized to act accordingly.



     21          Next, we will move to the administration of



     22     the oath.  Any person who plans to testify at



     23     today's meeting on any matter, please stand for the



     24     administration of the oath.



     25          I recognize Matthew Kochevar to administer the
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      1     oath.



      2          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I can



      3     actually speak in the microphone and also stand up



      4     at the same time.



      5          So all those who plan to testify before the



      6     Indiana Election Commission, please raise your



      7     right hand and say "I do" after recitation of the



      8     oath.



      9          Do you solemnly swear, under the pains and



     10     penalties of perjury, that the testimony you are



     11     about to give to the Indiana Election Commission is



     12     the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the



     13     truth?  Please say "I do."



     14          ALL:  I do.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.  Thank you.



     16          Next, we will go into the voting system



     17     approval protocols report.  The chair recognizes



     18     the co-directors to provide a report regarding the



     19     protocols for the Commission to consider



     20     applications for approval of a voting system or



     21     recertification of a previously approved voting



     22     system.



     23          The chair will then recognize representatives



     24     of the Voting System Technical Advisory Program,



     25     also known as VSTOP, to provide information
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      1     regarding the proposed addendum to the 2021



      2     protocols adopted by the Commission at that time,



      3     and the proposed 2025 protocols for voting system



      4     approval.



      5          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, members of the



      6     Commission, Brad King, co-director.  As the chair



      7     indicated in her remarks, there is an existing



      8     protocol adopted by the Commission regarding the



      9     work of the VSTOP program in presenting



     10     recommendations to the Commission regarding



     11     approval of voting systems.  That protocol was



     12     adopted in 2021.



     13          Since that date in particular, during the 2025



     14     session, there were substantive changes made to the



     15     laws governing the functioning of voting systems in



     16     Indiana.  The 2021 protocols reflect those changes,



     17     and they are presented to the Commission today with



     18     the understanding that the 2025 protocols, which



     19     will be used for recertification of existing



     20     systems or new systems going forward, will be



     21     amended or will incorporate the changes made in the



     22     2021 protocols as well.



     23          And I'll defer to my counterpart, Co-Director



     24     Nussmeyer, for further comments.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you, Co-Director King.
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      1          I agree with all of his comments this morning.



      2     I just want to be a little bit more specific



      3     perhaps.  The 2021 protocols are being amended,



      4     which is in your binder this morning.  They're



      5     being amended primarily for two main reasons, and



      6     that is the way that we elect school board



      7     candidates.  This past legislative session, school



      8     board candidates were made potentially partisan.  A



      9     candidate can affiliate with the Democratic,



     10     Republican, Libertarian party, with another minor



     11     party, be an independent, or leave the field blank.



     12          And so we wanted to ensure that the systems



     13     that had been previously certified in 2021, as they



     14     move forward with renewals for 2025 moving forward



     15     for the next four years, could, in fact, make



     16     school board races partisan and also accommodate a



     17     blank field for the party affiliation, and that it



     18     would also permit more than one candidate from any



     19     political party to be presented under the school



     20     board races.  Specifically, let's say a school



     21     board race is a vote-for-one race.  Ordinarily that



     22     would mean one Democrat, one Republican, one



     23     Libertarian, and so forth on the ballot with the



     24     exception of others, but under the new law, you



     25     could have five Democrats running in a vote-for-one
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      1     race, ten Republicans running.  And so we wanted to



      2     confirm that the voting systems, as they move



      3     forward, that we reviewed that.



      4          There's also a law change from a couple years



      5     ago where, if you have a specific type of school



      6     corporation referendum question, a public question,



      7     that if you moved out of the school corporation in



      8     the final 30 days leading up to the election, you



      9     have to be given a special ballot that excludes



     10     that public question, but the voter can vote on all



     11     the rest of the races.



     12          And so it's substantially similar to what the



     13     vendors would do in the primary for a 17-year-old



     14     ballot where a 17-year-old who can be registered to



     15     vote and vote in the May primary, they can nominate



     16     candidates for the November election; they just



     17     can't determine the fate of a public question, and



     18     so then that public question has to be removed from



     19     that special 17-year-old ballot.  That was never



     20     true for November until this law changed dealing



     21     with school corporations, and so we just want to



     22     confirm that that public question can be omitted as



     23     a ballot style for the November election.



     24          And then the 2025 protocols, for any type of



     25     modification or new system certification after
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      1     renewal, then that has the amended version of the



      2     2021 protocols, but also includes the optional



      3     feature for optical scan voting systems to include



      4     a ballot retraction feature for absentee ballots.



      5     But that is in the 2025 protocol.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Are there any initial



      7     questions for the co-directors?



      8          If not, then the chair recognizes VSTOP for



      9     further information regarding this matter.



     10          MR. DRUMM:  My name is Spencer Drumm,



     11     D-r-u-m-m.



     12          Good morning, everybody.  VSTOP would like to



     13     present the 2021 Amendment 1 protocol for the



     14     Commission's approval.  The main areas that have



     15     been updated, going along with what was already



     16     stated, include the school board party



     17     designations, added test ballots, and a list of



     18     recommended, but not required, special characters.



     19     The vendors looking for recertification in 2025



     20     must meet these new requirements, and we look



     21     forward to VSTOP presenting recommendations on



     22     these voting systems.



     23          Thank you.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Based on this



     25     information, I move that the proposed addendum to
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      1     the 2021 protocols be adopted to take effect



      2     immediately.



      3          Is there a second?



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any further discussion?



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I just have a quick



      7     question to get something straight in my mind.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So as far as the



     10     ballot goes for the school districts -- is that



     11     part of this?



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So as far as the



     14     ballot goes for the school district, no one has to



     15     go through a primary or are we talking about this



     16     being a problem in the primary?  Are we talking



     17     about it being changed in general?  So are you



     18     going to have ten Democrats on a primary ballot or



     19     ten Democrats in the general?



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  If I may, Madam Chair.  No.



     21     The law was written so that school board candidates



     22     are still just elected in the November election.



     23     They are not on the primary election ballot, and



     24     straight party voting does not apply to them in



     25     November.
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      1          MR. KING:  Madam Chairwoman, I would agree



      2     with Co-Director Nussmeyer regarding that.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  With no further



      4     discussion or questions, the question is on the



      5     approval of the addendum to the 2021 protocols.



      6     All in favor, signify by saying "aye."



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     11          The motion is adopted, and the addendum to the



     12     2021 protocols is adopted.



     13          Okay.  In keeping with the Commission's



     14     actions in 2021, I move that the 2025 protocols for



     15     voting system approvals be forwarded to each voting



     16     system vendor to provide any response for



     17     consideration by the Commission at its next



     18     meeting.



     19          Is there a second?



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any discussion,



     22     questions?



     23          Hearing none, the question is on the



     24     transmittal of the proposed 2025 protocols for



     25     voting system approvals and that those be
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      1     transmitted to each voting system vendor with a



      2     voting system currently approved for marketing and



      3     use in Indiana.  All in favor, signify by saying



      4     "aye."



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      9          The motion is adopted.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I have a question.



     11     What is the deadline for reply?



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  From the vendors?



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Uh-huh.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Co-Director King.



     15          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, Commissioner



     16     Celestino-Horseman, as I recall, in 2021, there was



     17     an approximately 30-day deadline for response, and



     18     so again, in keeping with the past practices, it



     19     would be a 30-days-from-today time period for



     20     vendors to respond.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And is that contained



     22     within the version that we're putting out for 2025



     23     or is there separate notification that gets



     24     provided to the vendors?



     25          MR. KING:  There would be separate
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      1     notification as a cover letter with the protocols



      2     to say please respond by the specified date.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  In keeping with what was done



      5     in '21?



      6          MR. KING:  That's correct.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Very good.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  The Commission has



      9     completed the first portion of our agenda and will



     10     begin its consideration of campaign finance



     11     proceedings promptly at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight



     12     Time at this location, Conference Center Room B in



     13     Indiana Government Center South at 402 West



     14     Washington Street in Indianapolis, pursuant to the



     15     notice given by the Election Division to campaign



     16     finance committees.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Before we depart --



     18     and I'm sorry to keep asking questions, but it's



     19     been a while and I'm trying to get my mind wrapped



     20     around it.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, we're new, so yes.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So when is the



     23     deadline for approving the machines and then --



     24     because if the deadline isn't met, then counties



     25     are tied into -- correct me if I'm wrong, please,
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      1     someone, but counties are then tied into using the



      2     voting machines without modification that had



      3     previously been approved, and do we know whether



      4     this is going to cause any kind of hardship on the



      5     counties?



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Co-Director King.



      7          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, Commissioner



      8     Celestino-Horseman, no, we are not aware of any



      9     particular hardship that any county has identified



     10     or, to my knowledge, any vendor, but perhaps VSTOP



     11     would have more information based on their direct



     12     contact with vendors regarding this process.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And so what are the



     14     deadlines for having the modifications approved or



     15     new equipment approved, new applications?  Do we



     16     even have time for any of that to be done this



     17     year?



     18          MR. KING:  Yes.  The short answer would be the



     19     ultimate deadline is, of course, the May 2026



     20     primary in which the voting systems will be used



     21     and the early voting that precedes the primary



     22     election date.  So, for example, in November 2024,



     23     Commissioners may remember that another vendor,



     24     MicroVote Corporation, had a change that needed to



     25     be implemented shortly before the November 2024
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      1     election, and the Commission did so, I believe, at



      2     the last meeting in September 2024.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Just a point of clarification,



      4     if I might, Madam Chair.  So certification for



      5     previously approved systems ends October 1st of



      6     this year, so voting system vendors who want to



      7     seek renewal of those systems to be able to market,



      8     sell, or lease those systems would have to submit



      9     an application before October 1st, pay a fee, and



     10     then VSTOP can perform the testing.



     11          And so the counties can continue using their



     12     equipment.  They're just considered legacy systems



     13     that cannot be modified and they cannot be



     14     marketed, sold, or leased.  So October 1st just has



     15     to deal with the certification and whether or not a



     16     machine is legacy or not, even if, in a legacy



     17     status, the counties can continue using those



     18     systems.



     19          And so the 2021 protocol that we amended this



     20     morning -- or that the Commission amended this



     21     morning, it allows VSTOP to perform the field tests



     22     to move forward with those renewals of previously



     23     certified systems.  So that's one silo of voting



     24     systems.



     25          October 1, 2025, moving forward, that's what
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      1     the second protocol is for that we're seeking



      2     vendor input on, and that will allow for any voting



      3     system vendor to bring a new system forward or to



      4     modify a renewed system, and that's the field test



      5     that they will have to adhere to for VSTOP to be



      6     able to test them under our state law.



      7          So everything that's out in the field right



      8     now can continue to be used, even in legacy status.



      9     Once this body meets to renew those systems,



     10     assuming a voting system vendor wants to renew



     11     their old systems, then those will just be



     12     certified for a new four-year term, and then



     13     vendors can bring forward any modifications to



     14     those systems after they're renewed or bring



     15     forward a new voting system.  I know we have one



     16     new voting system that's kind of waiting in the



     17     wings to be approved by the Commission under the



     18     2021 protocols, but that's not out in the field



     19     right now for any counties, so that's not an issue.



     20          Does that answer your question?



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So if you have a



     22     legacy going forward, wouldn't that be -- and maybe



     23     it's not going to be an issue.  Is there anything



     24     that a voting company is not going to seek renewal



     25     of a certification?
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I know that I'm personally



      2     aware of one vendor that is not seeking



      3     certification -- recertification of their system



      4     because they're bringing forward a new system



      5     before the end of the year for approval.  But the



      6     counties can continue using that older system; it's



      7     just that that vendor can no longer market, sell,



      8     or lease.  They can still repair it.  They just



      9     can't come to us and seek modification for those



     10     systems.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  That answers



     12     it.



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I don't know if Co-Director



     14     King has anything more to add.



     15          MR. KING:  No.  I would simply add that,



     16     again, there is no hard and fast deadline where a



     17     county would be without the ability to use a



     18     previously certified system.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I move that this



     20     Commission meeting stand in recess until the time



     21     that I previously had discussed.



     22          Is there a second?



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, sorry.  Before



     24     we recess, I just wanted to comment on the way this



     25     meeting was scheduled.  So we've been in session
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      1     for 21 minutes and now we've got a three-hour --



      2     over three-hour break.  My understanding is we've



      3     got a very heavy agenda this afternoon.  I'm not



      4     quite sure why it was structured this way, but it



      5     seems that it would have been much more efficient



      6     if we had just gone straight from this into the



      7     campaign finance proceedings.



      8          So going forward, if we could do that just



      9     because if we're looking at -- because I have to



     10     leave.  I guess I'll say, I mean, I have a hard



     11     stop at 5:15 tonight.  I've got a proxy lined up.



     12     I think Commissioner Celestino-Horseman has a hard



     13     stop at 6:00 p.m.  We know that these meetings,



     14     they have gone until 8, 9 o'clock at night.  So



     15     here I thought we had a day, and now we've set it



     16     aside.  So if we could just -- whoever is in charge



     17     of scheduling meetings, I know it's not the two of



     18     us, but if we could take that into consideration



     19     going forward, I'd appreciate that.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Absolutely.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And I need to



     22     clarify.  We think we have proxies set up.  And



     23     that's a problem because we're also well aware that



     24     there are going to be many people coming from



     25     around the state who we are expecting them to sit
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      1     until this ends, which could be six, seven hours.



      2     But if they come at 1:30 and they decide to stay



      3     and then I jump up and I have to leave at 6:00 and



      4     we don't have the person, it's empty, the person



      5     can't make it, then all these people that have been



      6     sitting here waiting -- now, you're new.  I know



      7     you didn't know that, but I do think going forward,



      8     I don't know, we can start these meetings in the



      9     morning.  I'm willing to come in the morning.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.  I would just comment,



     11     obviously, as you both mentioned, I'm new, so some



     12     of this, I think, was anticipation of having more



     13     input this morning, maybe some time to allow for



     14     that, and certainly, yeah, just wanting to be



     15     prepared.  So I will definitely take that into



     16     consideration.  And I agree we want to do this as



     17     efficiently with respect to all the participants



     18     and the staff as well, so duly noted.



     19          MR. KING:  Madam Chair, you still need a



     20     second for the motion.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  I was going to get back



     22     to that.



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any discussion?



     25          Okay.  Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      5          The "ayes" have it and the motion is adopted.



      6     The Commission stands in recess until 1:30 p.m.



      7     today.



      8          (The Indiana Election Commission Public



      9     Session was recessed from 10:24 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.)



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Good afternoon.  This meeting



     11     of the Indiana Election Commission is called back



     12     to order at 1:33 p.m. at the same location as this



     13     morning.



     14          The following members of the Commission are



     15     present:  Chair Beth Boyce; Suzannah Wilson



     16     Overholt, Vice Chair; Members Karen



     17     Celestino-Horseman and John Westercamp.  Indiana



     18     Election Division staff:  Co-Director Brad King,



     19     and Co-Director Angie Nussmeyer, I think, ran up to



     20     get her phone, so she'll be back shortly;



     21     Co-General Counsels Matthew Kochevar and Valerie



     22     Warycha.  The court reporter is here today, Maria



     23     Collier, from Stewart Richardson Deposition



     24     Services.



     25          Before we continue the meeting, I want to
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      1     remind everyone on behalf of the court reporter to



      2     identify yourself when beginning to speak, spell



      3     your name when identifying yourself, speak clearly,



      4     and do not speak at the same time as others.



      5          First up, we have the ratification of campaign



      6     finance settlement agreements.  We'll have a



      7     presentation by Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thompson.  I



      8     recognize the Election Division's campaign finance



      9     staff, Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thompson, to present



     10     information concerning several campaign finance



     11     settlement agreements entered into on behalf of the



     12     Commission.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chair and members of the



     14     Commission, the first thing in your binder there is



     15     a list of committees that are ready to ratify, that



     16     have agreed to pay the settlement agreement and



     17     waive a hearing.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So this is the first four



     19     pages of this?



     20          MS. THOMPSON:  Correct.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can I just ask a question?



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  In the future would it be



     25     possible to see what the -- in the absence of a
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      1     settlement agreement, what the fine would otherwise



      2     be with that information just for the members of



      3     the Commission?



      4          MS. THOMPSON:  What the fine would be?



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  In the absence of --



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  That is the fine.



      7          MS. THOMPSON:  That is the fine.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Oh, okay.



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  That is the fine.  Like you miss



     10     $50 per calendar day, here is the settlement



     11     agreement, you can pay it and leave the hearing or



     12     you can wait for a hearing.



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thanks for that



     14     clarification.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So it is what it is.



     16          Okay.  Is there a motion to ratify the



     17     campaign finance settlement agreements as



     18     presented?



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



     23          Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."



      3          The "ayes" have it, and the motion to ratify



      4     the agreements is adopted.



      5          Next, we'll administer the oath.  Any person



      6     who plans to testify at today's meeting on any



      7     matter, including candidate challenges and campaign



      8     finance matters, please stand for the



      9     administration of the oath.



     10          MR. KOCHEVAR:  All right.  Good afternoon,



     11     everyone.  Please raise your right-hand.  Please



     12     say "I do" after recitation of the oath.



     13          Do you solemnly swear, under the pains and



     14     penalties of perjury, that the testimony you are



     15     about to give to the Indiana Election Commission is



     16     the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the



     17     truth?  Please say "I do."



     18          ALL:  I do.



     19          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Thank you.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.  Thank you.



     21          Okay.  Next, we will get into the campaign



     22     finance enforcement matters, an opportunity for



     23     committees with representatives to present today



     24     and accept reduced penalties.



     25          I do think first we were going to go over and
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      1     give Michelle and Abbey a chance to comment on a



      2     few issues.



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  Madam Chairman, members of



      4     the Commission, we have seven committees who



      5     notified us that we sent out the wrong notice in



      6     December.  In December, we -- I.  I don't know what



      7     I did.  I did it.  I will own it.  I don't know how



      8     I did it, but I managed to send out the notice for



      9     the 2020 annual instead of the 2024 annual.  So the



     10     due date in the letter that we sent out to



     11     candidates was due January 20th of 2021.  The



     12     deadline was January 15th or 17th of 2025.



     13          Seven committees were like, Hey, we didn't



     14     file on the 15th because your letter said the 21st.



     15     So we've got seven committees that we would request



     16     that you dismiss because we screwed that up.  We



     17     dropped that ball.  I, Abbey Taylor, screwed that



     18     up.



     19          I'll give you the cause numbers.



     20     2025-7683-262, Committee to Elect Tamie Dixon



     21     Tatum; Cause No. 2025-7903-278, Committee to Elect



     22     Ivan Ursery, II; 2025-7941-285, Committee to Elect



     23     Tim R. Yocum State Representative District 42;



     24     2025-7947-289, Whitmer for Indy; 2025-6822-210,



     25     Committee to Elect John T. Young; 2025-7322-231
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      1     Friends of Edward Comstock; and 2025-7731-266,



      2     Committee to Elect Mark Spelbring.



      3          I have page numbers if you wanted to look at



      4     those.  Tell me what you want.



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So are you looking



      6     at -- so they've moved to dismiss, and so what



      7     you're seeking is our granting --



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  We're asking you to dismiss.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  You're asking.  Okay.



     10     So technically do we on the Commission need to make



     11     a motion to dismiss?  We would move to dismiss?



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Is there a motion?



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move that we



     15     dismiss the seven cases which alerted us to the



     16     fact that the letter we sent out informing them of



     17     the deadline to file, we sent out the incorrect



     18     deadline.  It was not their fault, so therefore I



     19     move that we dismiss those seven cases.  They



     20     timely notified us, and that was the important



     21     part.  They got back to us and asked the question.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Is there a second?



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'll second it.  I have two



     24     questions, though, anticipating discussion.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I was going to say
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      1     discussion.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Have the right notices been



      3     sent out?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  By the time we learned we sent



      5     out the wrong notice, it was days ahead of the



      6     deadline, so the mail was not going to get them out



      7     anyway.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And is there any reason to



      9     suspect there's others that we didn't catch than



     10     the seven?  We just want to ask that question.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  We sent out roughly 4- to 500



     12     notices with the wrong date.  Seven committees let



     13     us know that it was the wrong date.  A handful of



     14     others have called in like, Hey, is this the right



     15     date or the wrong date, but they filed on time



     16     because the deadline was -- it was well past 2021,



     17     but I screwed up.  I sent the wrong one out.



     18          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I appreciate that.  I just



     19     want to clarify.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I imagine we might



     21     hear from some more today.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.  Okay.  Fair enough.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Consistency will be



     24     important.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And after we get the
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      1     second, then I'll make a comment.



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  We have a second.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  We have a second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We have a second, so any more



      5     comments?



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And that's why I've



      7     brung this motion.  You know, if you get a notice



      8     from a government agency or anyone to whom you may



      9     have an obligation and it has a date that is



     10     suspect in it, you cannot just simply sit back and



     11     not do anything about it.  You also have an



     12     obligation.  You've been notified that something is



     13     due, you don't understand why they gave this date,



     14     so you've got to call and ask.  That's the way it



     15     works in everything.



     16          So this is an unfortunate situation.  There



     17     were seven groups that called and asked, so those



     18     seven, because they took that initiative and



     19     incentive, that's why I moved to dismiss the



     20     complaints against them.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.  Great.  So we have a



     22     motion and a second.  Any more discuss, questions?



     23          Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      3          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is granted.



      4          Okay.  Before proceeding with campaign



      5     finance --



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  There's one more.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm so sorry.  You had one



      8     more.  I apologize.



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  I managed to screw up again in



     10     2024 and had a stack of things on my desk that I



     11     just let get buried.  And there were five



     12     Libertarian candidates who filed everything on time



     13     on paper, but because I screwed up and let it get



     14     buried, I didn't open their committees online, so



     15     they couldn't get online to file their reports, and



     16     they missed that reporting deadline.



     17          We've got five of those that we're also



     18     requesting you dismiss because we screwed that up.



     19     2025-7957-294, Tim Cotton for Senate District 10;



     20     2025-7959-295, Libby 4 Liberty; 2025-7961-296,



     21     South Bend for Liberty; 2025-7958-425, Run with



     22     Renholzberger; and 2025-7956-426, Ronnie the



     23     Libertarian.



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  May I ask a question?



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So the issue was that



      2     you didn't -- and you don't need to keep saying --



      3     it's a new year, right?  It's a new year.  But so



      4     for these, so they were -- the committees hadn't



      5     been opened, so they couldn't file --



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  We didn't click accept online.



      7     They did their part online.  They filed the signed



      8     paperwork.  I did not go hit accept, so they



      9     couldn't get online to file their post-convention



     10     reports.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So have they since



     12     filed those reports?



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  Oh, yes.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Okay.  That was what



     15     I wanted to know.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.  And some of these



     17     committees are closed.



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Okay.  Thank you.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a motion to do the



     20     same, I guess, then requesting to dismiss?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  Dismiss on these five, yes.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Was there a motion?



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I just did.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Having a motion and a second,



      3     all those in favor say "aye."



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      8          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is granted,



      9     is passed.



     10          Okay.  Before proceeding with campaign finance



     11     enforcement actions, we have customarily given any



     12     committee present a final opportunity to pay a



     13     reduced civil penalty by waiving the right to



     14     present evidence and arguments to the Commission.



     15          Of course, any committee is welcome to present



     16     evidence and arguments for the proposed penalty to



     17     be waived or reduced, but this has been an



     18     opportunity for those who want to waive any



     19     presentation and accept a reduced penalty without



     20     making argument or presentation.



     21          Therefore, I move the adoption of the



     22     following arrangements:  If this is the committee's



     23     first violation, the arrangement is for the



     24     committee to agree to pay 25 percent of the



     25     proposed fine, plus mailing costs.  If this is the
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      1     committee's second violation, the arrangement is



      2     for the committee to agree to pay 50 percent of the



      3     proposed fine, plus mailing costs.  If this is the



      4     committee's third violation, the committee would



      5     agree to pay 75 percent of the proposed violation,



      6     plus mailing costs.  For purposes of this



      7     arrangement, a previous settlement agreement



      8     entered into by the committee will be counted as



      9     one violation.  Likewise, if more than one alleged



     10     violation occurred on the same calendar day, that



     11     group of violations shall be counted as one



     12     violation.



     13          That was a motion, so I would need a second to



     14     this motion.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Madam Chair?



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  I would like



     20     to say we handle this every year, and we usually



     21     pass this every year.  So let me let you in on the



     22     secret.  This is the sweetest deal that you are



     23     going to get today.  You are not going to be



     24     offered anything less unless you are found that you



     25     didn't violate the campaign election law, and that
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      1     is pretty unlikely because that's what happens.



      2     These rules, while difficult, while complex in some



      3     cases, you are expected to know them.



      4          So if you don't take this deal right now --



      5     and you get a sweetheart of a deal, 25 percent of



      6     the penalty if it's your first time, and if you



      7     have one violation today, it will only count as one



      8     violation in the future.  If you have more than one



      9     problem, if you've had more than one problem in the



     10     past, we're willing to still give you a discount.



     11     All that goes out the window as soon as this



     12     opportunity is closed.



     13          Now, let me tell you about some of the excuses



     14     we do not follow, we don't allow.  We have the



     15     discretion.  We are charged with enforcing the law,



     16     and we have a certain amount of discretion.  So



     17     when we've had people come in and say, Oh, my God,



     18     I had a heart attack and they had to amputate my



     19     leg and it was 24 hours before my campaign finance



     20     report was due, we have, upon occasion, let that



     21     slide.



     22          But we do not let slide typically things like,



     23     The dog ate my campaign finance report, I forgot to



     24     put it on my calendar, I didn't know it was due, I



     25     thought my campaign treasurer did it, I thought
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      1     this got taken care of.  No.  The rules are the



      2     rules and especially in this age and time right now



      3     because campaign finance is coming under so much



      4     scrutiny.  And we administer these rules regardless



      5     of your party, regardless of an elected position



      6     you might hold or have been running for.  It



      7     doesn't matter.  We try to be very uniform in the



      8     administration of these rules.



      9          So if you are so inclined to walk out of here



     10     today or know at this very instant how much you're



     11     going to have to pay, what you're going to be



     12     responsible for, I encourage you to take the deal.



     13     If you're one of those who's like, Hey, let's go



     14     for the crapshoot, fine, but do not be disappointed



     15     if you end up being socked for the whole amount or



     16     more than what the deal is.  Just wanted to make it



     17     all very clear.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Any other



     19     discussion, questions?



     20          If there is no further discussion, all in



     21     favor say "aye."



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."

�



                                                           36



      1          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is adopted.



      2          The Commission will begin with the committees



      3     whose representatives are seated in the front row



      4     of the room and ask those who wish to accept these



      5     arrangements to please step forward and be



      6     recognized to confirm the committee's acceptance of



      7     the agreement.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  She said the front



      9     rows.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Just the front few rows.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  We appreciate you



     12     being in a hurry, but ...



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Remember that this is



     14     not a time for anyone to make their case to ask for



     15     a reduction or waiver of the proposed penalty.



     16          Simply state your name, the name of the



     17     committee, your own name as its representative, and



     18     your enforcement action cause number if you have



     19     that available for staff, and confirm verbally that



     20     you are accepting this arrangement.



     21          MS. ESPINOSA:  My name is Estela Espinosa.



     22     I'm secretary for Rios Committee.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Rios.



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, page 57, this



     25     is Rios Committee, Cause No. 2025-7612-97.  It has
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      1     a proposed civil penalty of $300.66 and has not



      2     been before the Commission before.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Page 57.  So it would



      4     be a first time --



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  First time.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- agreement or arrangement,



      7     which would be 25 percent.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Yes.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Plus mailing costs.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Plus mailing costs, yes.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's key.  We



     13     really focus on the mailing costs.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The 66 cents, really.  Okay.



     15     So just for clarification from maybe the staff, do



     16     we take each one individually and vote on this?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So in the case --



     19     okay.  Could you then confirm the reduction amount.



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  It should be $75.66.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $75.66.  Okay.  $75.66.



     22          THE REPORTER:  Before you step away, could you



     23     spell your name, ma'am.



     24          MS. ESPINOSA:  E-s-t-e-l-a, last name



     25     E-s-p-i-n-o-s-a.
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      1          THE REPORTER:  Thank you.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it would be a total



      3     fee of $75.66.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Compared to the



      5     original of 300, quite a deal.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  The penalty was



      7     $300.66.



      8          So all those in favor signify by saying "aye."



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     13          Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.



     14          MS. ESPINOSA:  Thank you.



     15          MR. HORVATH:  Hello.  David Horvath,



     16     D-a-v-i-d, H-o-r-v-a-t-h, Friends of Scott Horvath,



     17     and I've got a cause number.  It's going to be



     18     2025-7120-221.



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  31?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  On page 123, Friends of Scott



     21     Horvath, Cause No. 2025-7120-221.  He has paid one



     22     settlement agreement, so this is the second time



     23     before the Commission with a proposed civil penalty



     24     of $1,000.73.



     25          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  He's got another one
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      1     on page 31.



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  He's got another one.  Which one?



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  31.  I was so proud



      4     of myself.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  That's very impressive.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Page 31, Cause No. 2025-7120-51,



      7     with a proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66.  So the



      8     grand total at 50 percent would be $1,000 --



      9     $1,001.23 -- 33 cents.



     10          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $1,001.32.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Are you willing to



     12     accept that deal?



     13          MR. HORVATH:  I'm sorry.  What was --



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  You're willing to



     15     accept that arrangement, make that payment?



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So you have two separate



     17     cause numbers.



     18          MR. HORVATH:  Yes.  We are finally disbanded.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the total for the two



     20     would be $1,001.32.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So under the deal it



     22     would have been $2,000, plus it would have been



     23     counted as two penalties, which meant in the future



     24     that, if he had been cited again for another



     25     penalty, he would have been on his third one, and
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      1     it would bump up the amount that he would have to



      2     pay.  So it gives the added advantage of only



      3     having two complaints combined into one.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any other questions,



      5     thoughts?



      6          I have a motion?



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move approval of



      8     the reduced penalty in the amount stated.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And a second?



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All in favor say "aye."



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     16          Okay.  Very good.



     17          MR. YOUNG:  Madam Chair, since I'm on the



     18     front row, may I ask a question of the board on



     19     this?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  On clarification of this



     21     case?



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Yes, clarification because I think



     23     I've got a partial thing, if he's finished.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     25          MR. YOUNG:  Not yours.  I'm sorry.  Not yours,
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      1     it's on mine.



      2          So there are --



      3          THE REPORTER:  Sir, can you identify yourself



      4     for the record, please.



      5          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, I'm sorry.  R. Michael Young,



      6     Y-o-u-n-g.



      7          There are some I would be more than happy to



      8     take that agreement with, but there are four for



      9     small amounts and the January filing that I would



     10     want to make presentations.  But on the other ones,



     11     I don't have a problem with making that deal.  So



     12     when I come forward, should I point out then at



     13     that point which ones I agree to as the offer that



     14     you have --



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes, right.



     16          MR. YOUNG:  -- and then just discuss the other



     17     ones?



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.  Just do it all



     19     at once when you're --



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah, at the end of



     21     the day.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  That's fine.  Okay.  I just



     23     wanted to make sure that we could separate those.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I just want to



     25     make sure I'm understanding.  So what you're saying
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      1     is that you have -- I don't know how many you have



      2     to deal with here today, all for your campaign.



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Yes.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So you have some that



      5     you want to take the deal on and some that you have



      6     questions on?



      7          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, that I want to challenge.



      8     Yeah, right.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I would suggest we'll do your



     10     agreements now, and then we'll -- if you're



     11     contesting something that you're saying --



     12          MR. YOUNG:  Are you going to do it row by row?



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     14          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Let me get those gathered



     15     as you finish the second row and do it.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Madam Chair, can we



     17     ask Angie.  I think she might have a thought as to



     18     how that might cause some problems.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Procedural?



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Well, I don't know if it's a



     21     procedural issue, Madam Chair.  It's just part of



     22     it may be further waived or reduced from the plea



     23     so the one lump that he wants to challenge, right,



     24     would be at the end, but then you also have the



     25     offenses that would be part of the plea agreement
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      1     that you might want to factor into what he may



      2     present at the end.



      3          So I think previously issues like this we've



      4     generally handled at the end for the full



      5     presentation rather than doing them piecemeal.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  Either way is fine with me,



      7     however you choose to do so.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So, in other words, I



      9     think what Angie is saying is that facts may be



     10     presented in one of the ones that's waived then



     11     have to be --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.  I mean, I would



     13     probably argue you could consider the facts later



     14     if we did it separately.



     15          But, okay, why don't you just sit and we'll



     16     just deal with yours --



     17          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Thanks.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- at the end -- or later



     19     after we get into the next portion.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might.



     21          Maria, the first committee, was there a motion



     22     and a second or just a vote?  Could you look at the



     23     record for us.



     24          (Discussion held off the record.)



     25          THE REPORTER:  I am not seeing a motion and a
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      1     second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we'll go back.  So



      3     we took a vote, but, I apologize, there was not a



      4     motion and a second.  So this was on the first one,



      5     which I think the last name was Rios, the committee



      6     name.  So if I could look for a motion to adopt



      7     that, which, again, we already voted on, but we



      8     need a motion and a second.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move that we accept



     10     the deal made with the Rios Committee.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Should we vote again?



     13          All in favor say "aye."



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     18          Thank you.



     19          Okay.  I'm sorry about that delay.



     20          MR. BOOKWALTER:  That's all right.  Joseph,



     21     J-o-s-e-p-h, last name is Bookwalter,



     22     B-o-o-k-w-a-l-t-e-r, 2025-7916-365.



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



     24     page 198, Bookwalter for Senate, Cause



     25     No. 2025-7916-365, has a proposed civil penalty of
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      1     $950.68.  This committee has not been before the



      2     Commission before.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we're looking at a



      4     25 percent.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Which would be -- total is



      6     $237.50.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So the fee was



      8     $950.68.  A 25 percent of that would be $237.50.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Plus mailing costs.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Plus mailing costs.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  $238.18.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  238 -- what did you say?



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  18 cents.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  18 cents.  Okay.  Is there a



     15     motion and a second to accept this agreement?



     16          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     23          Very good.



     24          MR. BOOKWALTER:  Thank you.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might just
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      1     very quickly.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  For those of you taking the



      4     plea agreement, you will not get a bill until the



      5     Commission meets again, and there will be notice



      6     mailed to you after the Commission adopts those.



      7     So there's no payment expected today, and you won't



      8     get information on how to pay it until the next



      9     Commission meeting is scheduled to deal with



     10     campaign finance matters.



     11          MR. BOOKWALTER:  Is there an option to pay



     12     today?



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There is not.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  But you don't have to



     15     come back for that other meeting.  You don't have



     16     to come back.



     17          MR. BOOKWALTER:  Thank you.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     19          Okay, sir.



     20          MR. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, Madam Chair.



     21     My name is Lonnie Randolph.  I'm here on behalf of



     22     the Committee to Elect Lonnie Randolph,



     23     Administrative Cause No. 2025-5719-397.



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  This is on page 214, Committee to



     25     Elect Attorney Lonnie M. Randolph, Cause
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      1     No. 2025-5719-397.  It is his fourth time before



      2     the Commission for a proposed civil penalty of



      3     $1,000 and mailing costs of 73 cents.



      4          MR. RANDOLPH:  First time?



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  This is your second time before



      6     the Commission, and you paid two settlement



      7     agreements, so this is the fourth billing.



      8          MR. RANDOLPH:  I had one $50 one.  Is there



      9     another one?  That was from years ago.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It shows the dates.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Since you've had, our



     12     records show, four, if you want to come back and



     13     plead your case, you can.  But otherwise, right now



     14     you either -- well, you don't really get a deal at



     15     this point, so you can wait.



     16          MR. RANDOLPH:  I'm not denying this.  I was



     17     late for a supplemental report, so I have no



     18     argument with that.



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So do you want to pay



     20     the full?  You'd have to pay the full amount then.



     21          MR. RANDOLPH:  For a supplemental report?



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Obviously the penalty



     24     reflects the fourth.



     25          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  The fine is $1,000
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      1     plus 73 cents in mailing costs.



      2          MR. RANDOLPH:  But the fine, $1,000, based



      3     upon, you said, four additional reports?



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, no.  So the terms



      5     of the deals that we have, it's a 25 -- the



      6     reductions are based on 25 percent if it's your



      7     first violation, 50 percent if it's your second,



      8     75 percent if it's your third, and after that there



      9     are no reductions.  So there's no discount.



     10          MR. RANDOLPH:  I'm aware of one other one



     11     years ago where I missed a report, and I think I



     12     paid $50 by mail.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So it shows here in 2008 you



     14     had a delinquency in '22, '23, and then this '24



     15     supplemental.



     16          MR. RANDOLPH:  So I had three delinquencies.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So this is the fourth.



     18     Sorry.



     19          MR. RANDOLPH:  So what's the penalty for this



     20     one then?



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the total is the full



     22     amount, which is $1,000 and then the 73 cents of



     23     the mailing cost.



     24          MR. RANDOLPH:  There's no percentage reduction



     25     based on this agreement?
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, because you've



      2     had --



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It's your fourth time.



      4          MR. RANDOLPH:  So there's no agreement then.



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Right.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The agreement is you have to



      7     pay in full.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's why I said you



      9     can either -- I mean, if you want to pay it,



     10     although I don't know, as you heard from



     11     Commissioner Celestino-Horseman, I'm not sure what



     12     arguments you could have that would persuade us to



     13     reduce it anyway.



     14          MR. RANDOLPH:  I did not come in here to make



     15     an argument.  I just came in to say, yes, I was



     16     late and whatever fines, I'll probably pay it.  So



     17     what do I have to do now?



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Nothing actually.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I think we should



     20     look for a motion and a second to impose the full



     21     fine, and then as Co-Director Nussmeyer said, you



     22     will get further instructions in the mail as to how



     23     and when to pay.



     24          MR. RANDOLPH:  Let me ask, can that fine be



     25     paid out of the campaign funds that you have?
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      1          MR. KING:  Yes.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



      3          MR. RANDOLPH:  Okay.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So let's have a motion



      5     and a second.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move that the full fine



      7     plus mailing costs be imposed on the Randolph



      8     campaign.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor say



     11     "aye."



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     16          Okay.  Thank you.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And thank you for



     18     being so cooperative and not making everybody sit



     19     here.  We appreciate it very much.



     20          MR. RANDOLPH:  Like I said, I remember one.



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you, sir.



     22          MR. RANDOLPH:  Thank you very much.  I



     23     appreciate it.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Next.



     25          MS. S. WILLIAMS:  My name is Sarina Williams.
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      1     Sarina is S-a-r-i-n-a, Williams W-i-l-l-i-a-m-s,



      2     and it's Sarina Williams for State Representative,



      3     Cause No. 2025-7570-248.



      4          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



      5     page 137, Sarina Williams for State Representative,



      6     Cause No. 2025-7570-248, has a proposed civil



      7     penalty of $350.73, has not been before the



      8     Commission.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So this is your



     10     first --



     11          MS. S. WILLIAMS:  Yes.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- time, so this would be



     13     25 percent of that total.  Again, the fine is $350



     14     and the mailing cost is 73 cents.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  87.50.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Plus 73 cents.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  $88.23.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So the total penalty



     19     $87.50 and then the mailing cost of 73 cents, so



     20     the total is $88.23.



     21          I would look for a motion and a second to



     22     approve this agreement.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."

�



                                                           52



      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      5          Very good.  Thank you.



      6          MS. S. WILLIAMS:  Thank you.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Next.



      8          MR. ROARK:  Hello.  Name is Keil Roark.



      9     Spelling is K as in Kilo, -e as in Echo, -i as in



     10     Island, -l as in Lima; Roark, R as in Romeo, Oscar,



     11     Alpha, Romeo, Kilo.  And the committee is Kyle



     12     Roark for Indiana.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  What was the cause number?



     14          MR. ROARK:  Cause number is 2025-7614-98.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 57, Keil Roark for



     16     Indiana, Cause No. 2025-7614-98, proposed civil



     17     penalty of $500 plus 66 cents.  It is his first



     18     time before the Commission.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So again we're at the



     20     25 percent.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  It would be $125.66.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Okay.  So it would be



     23     $125 penalty plus the 66 cents for the mailing



     24     costs.



     25          Do we have a motion and a second to approve
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      1     this agreement?



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      9          Very good.  Thank you.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Thank you for your



     11     service.



     12          MR. ROARK:  Thank you.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Next.



     14          MS. WELLS:  Hello.  Cause No. 2025-7848-395,



     15     committee Wells for Indiana, representative



     16     candidate Destiny Wells here for a penalty for a



     17     late supplemental.  To my knowledge, it is my



     18     first, and I'd like to accept the proposed



     19     settlement of what I have been told is $350, which



     20     would amount to, with postage, $88.23.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



     22     page 213, Wells for Indiana, 2025-7848-395, has a



     23     proposed civil penalty of $350.73, and this is her



     24     first time before the Commission.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  Total would be $88.23.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  That includes the



      3     73 cents?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So with the fine plus



      6     the mailing costs, the total would be $88.23.



      7          Do we have a motion and a second to approve



      8     this agreement?



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor say



     12     "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     17          Very good.  Thank you.



     18          MR. ANDERSON:  Ray Anderson, R-a-y,



     19     A-n-d-e-r-s-o-n, White County Democratic Central



     20     Committee.  I have a question.  I have three of



     21     them, so I think I heard this correct, it would be



     22     all -- if I took the deal, because this is the



     23     first, it would be all that combined, right?



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think so, yes.



     25          MR. ANDERSON:  Okay.  Cause No. -- well,
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      1     there's three -- 2025-6219-129, -145, and -304.  I



      2     know it's going to make a mess there.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's okay.  I've



      4     given up trying to find them.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  The first is on the bottom of



      6     page 72, top of 73, $1,000.66.  The second is on



      7     page 81, proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66.  And



      8     the third is on page 166, and this one is proposed



      9     civil penalty of $300.73.  This is the first time



     10     before the Commission for this committee, so



     11     25 percent is --



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  575.



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  -- $575 plus $2 and something.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's adding all



     15     three of them together?



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     17          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $2.05.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  So $577.05 for the three.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Total for all three.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Can you



     21     say that again, the total.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  $577.05.



     23          MR. ANDERSON:  Yeah.  This will be the last



     24     time this happens, I tell you.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So with the three
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      1     cases here, the total, with the mailing costs, at a



      2     25 percent agreement is $577.05.  Correct?



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  And that includes the



      5     mailing cost?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I need a motion and a



      8     second to approve the agreement.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Second?



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     17          Very good.  Thank you.



     18          Next.



     19          MR. ERLER:  Hi.  I'm Michael Erler, E-r-l-e-r,



     20     treasurer of the Excellent -- I was -- Excellent



     21     Government for Indiana PAC.  I have five notices.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  We've got to find page numbers,



     23     so give us a second.



     24          MR. ERLER:  They all start with the same eight



     25     digits.  Can I read those once and then the other
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      1     four?



      2          MS. THOMPSON:  Yeah.



      3          MR. ERLER:  2025-7200-150, -55, -347, -311,



      4     and -227.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  You've been before the Commission



      6     three other times and paid a settlement agreement,



      7     so I don't believe you're eligible for the



      8     reduction.  This is your fifth.



      9          MR. ERLER:  Really?



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



     11          MR. ERLER:  Okay.  Yeah.  No, I can't afford



     12     75 percent.  I thought I was the last man standing.



     13     I didn't know there was -- it's been 20 -- it was



     14     only a life for two months in 2019, total of 16,000



     15     in and out.  Are you sure?



     16          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, the problem is



     17     he's got others.  He's been here.



     18          Well, if you want to sit down, you can state



     19     your case after we're done with the agreements.



     20          MR. ERLER:  I'll do that.  Thank you.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     22          Next.



     23          MS. METCALFE:  My name is Yvonne Metcalfe.



     24     I'm here for Yvonne Metcalfe for State



     25     Representative.  Do you need my cause number?
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes, please.



      2          MS. METCALFE:  2025-7940-390.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  390?



      4          MS. METCALFE:  Yes.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Page 159, I think.  No.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  What's the page number again,



      7     Abbey?



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  Hold on.  There's not really



      9     rhyme or reason to the -- I mean, there is but



     10     sometimes there's not.



     11          211.  There you go.  Yvonne Metcalfe for State



     12     Rep, Cause No. 2025-7940-390, has a proposed civil



     13     penalty of $1,000.68, has paid one settlement



     14     agreement, so this is the second time before the



     15     Commission.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     17          MS. METCALFE:  I've never been here before.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  You paid a settlement agreement



     19     for a late 2024 preprimary report.



     20          MS. METCALFE:  That's what this is for, right?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  No.  This is for the late



     22     supplemental, CFA-11.



     23          MS. METCALFE:  Okay.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So a second time would



     25     be 50 percent.  So 50 percent of the fine, the fine
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      1     is $1,000, so that would be $500 plus the mailing



      2     costs, so it would be $500.68.



      3          Okay.  I need a motion and a second to approve



      4     the agreement.



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          MR. HURTADO:  Hi.  My name is Pablo Hurtado,



     14     and the cause is 2025-7308-62.



     15          THE REPORTER:  Could you spell your name,



     16     please.



     17          MR. HURTADO:  P-a-b-l-o, H-u-r-t-a-d-o.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 38, Friends of



     19     Pablo, Cause No. 2025-7308-62.  Let me find the



     20     second.  He paid one settlement -- oh, no.  He's



     21     been before us one other --



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  This is the third?



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  There's two.  I'm sorry.  There's



     24     two.



     25          MR. HURTADO:  Yeah.  I got this letter.  I
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      1     don't know if there was another letter sent for the



      2     other one.  I don't live at the house where it was



      3     mailed because I don't live in Indiana anymore.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You said you no



      5     longer live in Indiana.  Is your committee closed?



      6          MR. HURTADO:  Yes, it's closed.  Yeah, I



      7     closed it this year, I believe.  Yeah, I moved to



      8     Wisconsin.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You closed it when?



     10          MR. HURTADO:  This year.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  The other one is on page 128,



     12     Cause No. 2025-7308-229, proposed civil penalty of



     13     $1,000 for a grand total of $1,500 -- or $1,501.13.



     14     Half of that would be --



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, this is the third time,



     16     right?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  No, this is the second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Second, okay.  So 50 percent



     19     of that.



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  So $751 --



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Senor Hurtado, do we



     22     have your mailing address currently?



     23          MR. HURTADO:  Pablo.  And, yeah, it should be.



     24     I have all my mail forwarded, and I have my address



     25     updated, but I don't know if the tenant of my house
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      1     just didn't give me the other one.  I don't know



      2     when the other one was mailed out.  My house, I



      3     sold it to my dad, so he actually sent me a photo



      4     of the one that came in that was the number I gave.



      5     Do they get lumped like annually, so would that be



      6     one and then the other, or would they get lumped



      7     together?



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  They were in the same envelope.



      9          MR. HURTADO:  Oh, were they?  Okay.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can I ask a point of



     12     clarification?



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So it seems like there's



     15     three different delinquencies listed in our folder.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  This is the second time before



     17     the Commission.  The 2022 annual was heard at the



     18     Commission hearing in September of '23, I believe.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.  Thank you.  I just



     20     wanted to be sure.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So, also, can you



     22     remind me of this amount.  So it's half.



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  Half is $751.39.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So for the two, the



     25     total of $751.39.
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      1          Do I have a motion and a second to adopt the



      2     agreement?



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     10          Thank you.



     11          MR. HURTADO:  Okay.  Thank you.



     12          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Good afternoon.  My name is



     13     Robin Williams, Robin Williams for Indiana.  The



     14     administrative cause number is 2025-7643-102.  I am



     15     a little mystified as to why I'm here because I



     16     closed my committee at the end of my cycle in



     17     January of 2023, so I'm not quite sure why I



     18     received the notice.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Are you here to take a deal



     20     or are you arguing a case?



     21          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I am if there is something



     22     to take a deal on.  I'm not quite sure.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Is there an



     24     infraction?



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Let's see what's --
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      1          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



      2     page 59.  This is Robin Williams for Indiana, Cause



      3     No. 2025-7643-102.  It has a proposed civil penalty



      4     of $300.66, and this is her second time before the



      5     Commission.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  And the committee is closed.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It is closed.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And this was for



      9     failure to file the annual report for 2023?



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And that was due in



     12     2023?



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  Due in 2024.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  '24.  And that's due



     15     even though the committee was closed?  You still



     16     have to file it?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  It was not closed before that.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But since has been closed.



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  It has since been closed.



     20          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  It was my understanding that



     21     it was closed when I turned in the report in



     22     January 2023.  That's what I thought.



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think if you want



     24     to argue that, you should probably wait.



     25     Otherwise, what we're doing now, you'd be accepting
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      1     a deal for a second violation so $150 plus mailing



      2     costs.  If you are trying not to pay anything, you



      3     can sit down and wait and try to argue your case.



      4          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Thank you.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



      6          MS. OWENS:  Hi.  I'm Karla Lopez Owens, and I



      7     have two cause numbers.  Should I just read them



      8     off?



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     10          MS. OWENS:  The first one is 2025-7556-90, and



     11     the second one is 2025-7556-246.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  The first one is on page 53,



     13     Karla Lopez Owens for State Senate District 46,



     14     Cause No. 2025-7556-90, proposed civil penalty of



     15     $500.  The second one is on page 136-137, Cause



     16     No. 2025-7556-246, with a proposed civil penalty of



     17     $400.73.  This is her first time before the



     18     Commission.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So the two fines, one



     20     is 500 and one is 400, so this would be a



     21     25 percent.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  That's $225.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $225.



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  So plus mail is $226.39.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So plus the mail,

�



                                                           65



      1     total fine $226.39.



      2          MS. OWENS:  Thank you.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do I have a motion and second



      4     to adopt the agreement?



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          Okay.  In the next two rows --



     14          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Sorry.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, yeah.  Okay.  Sure.



     16          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Just a question.  We are not



     17     objecting to anything, but it is going to be our



     18     fourth time.  And so the question is -- what we



     19     have, we believe, is a fine, so we're not



     20     objecting, but we'd be happy to help move --



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So that's really what we did



     22     at the beginning, right, is everybody that kind of



     23     accepted the penalty?



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Are you asking if



     25     there's a deal, if it's your fourth time, you can
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      1     still make a deal?



      2          MR. FEHRIBACH:  I don't think there's a deal.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think he's trying



      4     to leave.  You're trying to say we'll pay it?



      5          MR. FEHRIBACH:  That's correct.  I'm trying



      6     to --



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry, Mr. Fehribach,



      8     just trying to --



      9          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yeah.  No, I understand.  I



     10     figured it was no.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So then you're good.



     12          MR. FEHRIBACH:  I'm good?



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Can we say it on the



     14     record again.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So, yeah, state your



     16     name, spell your name so we can have this in the



     17     record.



     18          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Greg and Mary Beth Fehribach.



     19     And you want the cause number?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Please, yes.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Probably spell your



     22     last name for the court reporter.



     23          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yeah, F-e-h-r-i-b-a-c-h.



     24     Cause number is 2025-5555-335.



     25          MS. THOMPSON:  335?
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      1          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yeah.  And the first one was



      2     in '09.  I don't know if there's a difference



      3     because some fall off.  I didn't think so, but I'm



      4     not --



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  Hoosiers for an Inclusive



      6     Indiana?



      7          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yes.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  Cause No. 2025-5555-335,



      9     has a proposed civil penalty of $150.68, and this



     10     will be their fourth time before the Commission.



     11          MR. KING:  Page number?



     12          MS. THOMPSON:  I'm sorry.  183.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So at this point obviously he



     14     recognizes there is no deal, so should we just



     15     adopt this at face value?  And then understanding,



     16     when you get information, you make the payment.



     17          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Absolutely.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So let's have a motion



     19     and a second to reflect that.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor say



     23     "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      3          Very good.  Thank you.



      4          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Thank you very much.  And



      5     total number is?



      6          MS. THOMPSON:  Total amount?



      7          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yes, ma'am.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  $150.68.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     10          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Thank you all.  Great seeing



     11     you all.



     12          MR. PERKINS:  My name is Stephen Perkins,



     13     S-t-e-p-h-e-n, P-e-r-k-i-n-s.  I'm with Progressive



     14     Democrats of LaPorte County.  I have a file number,



     15     but I don't have a case number.  File number is



     16     7949, and it's for a late filing of our first



     17     report, so I believe we're eligible for --



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  What was the file number?



     19          MR. PERKINS:  7949.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Just give us one second.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  Progressive Democrats of



     22     LaPorte County?



     23          MR. PERKINS:  That's correct.



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  Page 202, Cause



     25     No. 2025-7949-372, has a proposed civil penalty of
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      1     $650.68, and this is the first time before the



      2     Commission.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it would be --



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  $162.50 plus 68 cents, $163.18.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  $263.18 --



      6          MR. PERKINS:  Okay.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- the 25 percent plus the



      8     mailing costs.



      9          Do we have a motion and second to approve this



     10     agreement?



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  $163.18.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I thought that's what I



     13     said.  I'm sorry.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  I could be hearing things.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $163.18, yes.  Thank you.



     16          Motion and a second, please.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     24          Very good.



     25          MR. PERKINS:  Thank you very much.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



      2          MR. VERGIELS:  Good afternoon, everyone.  My



      3     name is Joshua Vergiels.  That's Victor, Echo,



      4     Romeo, Golf, India, Echo, Lima, Sierra.  And I am



      5     speaking to you today in regards to Cause



      6     No. 2025-7701-297.



      7          MR. McMAHON:  Madam Chairwoman, while Abbey is



      8     looking for that information, may I address the



      9     Commission?



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Can you please state



     11     your name.



     12          MR. McMAHON:  Yes.  My name is Evan McMahon,



     13     E-v-a-n, M-c-M-a-h-o-n.  I am the chairman of the



     14     Libertarian Party of Indiana.  In Mr. Vergiels'



     15     documents, he's going to take the deal, but



     16     something that I wanted to bring to the



     17     Commission's attention is a problem with the



     18     reporting system.



     19          This was for a preconvention report.  Our



     20     Libertarian Party convention was in the end of



     21     March of last year.  His notice on the campaign



     22     finance portal said the report was due March 31st.



     23     He filed his report March 25th.  It was actually



     24     due in early February because it's due before the



     25     convention, but the portal says March 31st.  In
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      1     fact, even the notice that he received for this



      2     hearing says it was because he failed to file his



      3     report by March 31st even though he filed it on



      4     March 25th.



      5          This has been an ongoing issue for Libertarian



      6     candidates where they log into the portal and they



      7     see a date and they think that's when they're



      8     supposed to file, and then they end up having to



      9     come here to pay a fine.  So I would like that to



     10     be addressed.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  What's the discrepancy of the



     12     dates?  I don't understand.  This is my first



     13     hearing, so why would it have been so different?



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  So Libertarians have a



     15     whole separate universe of filing deadlines.  They



     16     know that.  We know that.  It's not the preprimary



     17     report, so it's not like enter the report and go



     18     ahead and assign it to all of the committees.  We



     19     have to do them one at a time.



     20          This is on page 163.  Sorry.  We're getting



     21     all over the place.



     22          We have to individually assign the pre- and



     23     postconvention reports to the Libertarian



     24     candidates.  There's no assigned committees like we



     25     do for Democrat, Republican preprimary preelect
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      1     annual reports for all committees.



      2          Our notes say that Mr. Vergiels created his



      3     own report with the incorrect filing deadlines.  He



      4     says that the system created the report.  There's



      5     no way -- I have no idea how it went.  It wouldn't



      6     surprise me if the system created the wrong filing.



      7     The system is 1997 technology, and it's just



      8     plugging along barely making it up the hill.



      9          Anyway, proposed civil penalty of $1,000 with



     10     a mail cost of 68 cents.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, it feels hard to want



     12     to --



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So you've requested the deal,



     14     right?



     15          MR. VERGIELS:  Yeah.  I'm not challenging that



     16     it was late.  I just want to make you guys aware



     17     that there's conflicting information from the



     18     Secretary of State's office.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Wait, so you knew it was



     20     late?



     21          MR. McMAHON:  I just want to say to everybody



     22     what I've said to others, that failing to meet the



     23     deadline, it's your responsibility to know the



     24     deadline.  That's actually what I said to



     25     Mr. Vergiels is it's our responsibility to know the
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      1     deadline, not to trust that the State is accurate



      2     when reporting when it's due for us.



      3          So it is late because of that, but it was late



      4     because of a system error that is systemic for



      5     Libertarian candidates, something that I wanted to



      6     bring to the Commission so the Commission can maybe



      7     ask the State of Indiana to update the software to



      8     just within the last 15, 20 years would be great.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might,



     10     though, for Libertarian candidates, their



     11     preconvention report is required if they have a



     12     committee, but we also don't necessarily know



     13     they're going to be a candidate at their



     14     convention, so the ability for us to tell somebody



     15     when a preconvention report is due is truly not



     16     possible without someone telling us ahead of time



     17     that this individual is going to file to run for



     18     this office at the Libertarian Party convention.



     19          So, yes, our 30-year-old campaign finance



     20     software, that's woefully in need of complete rip



     21     and replace.  Until we get funded by the



     22     legislature, the Secretary of State, that's not



     23     going to happen.  But part of the issue too stems



     24     from the way the law is written and how pre- and



     25     postconvention reports are done because we don't
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      1     have visibility to those candidates for the staff



      2     to go in and assign those reports to those



      3     individuals so that they get the correct deadlines.



      4     It's just a --



      5          MR. McMAHON:  For clarification that's kind of



      6     hard to understand is, Mr. Vergiels had a committee



      7     open.  He would not have had to file a



      8     preconvention report if he didn't run for office.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Correct, right.



     10          MR. McMAHON:  But because he sought the



     11     nomination at the convention and had the committee



     12     open, he had to file a preconvention report.  So



     13     it's a lot of chicken-and-the-egg stuff that's kind



     14     of crazy.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And the convention candidates



     16     do not file with our office; they only file with



     17     their respective political parties.  So we don't



     18     have visibility to know who filed to seek that



     19     party's nomination.



     20          MR. McMAHON:  Technically, they can.  I just



     21     do it for them.



     22          MR. VERGIELS:  Yeah.  But the case you



     23     mentioned is exactly correct.  I decided to seek



     24     nomination at convention, so prior to that I was



     25     not planning to seek nomination.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  But you're not required to



      2     file candidate paperwork ahead of your convention,



      3     though.



      4          MR. McMAHON:  Correct.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So we would not --



      6          MR. McMAHON:  You would have no way of



      7     knowing.



      8          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yeah.  Campaign finance staff



      9     would have no way of knowing that he was a



     10     candidate to tell him that a preconvention report



     11     was due, and that is just a function of not just



     12     the software, but the way the law is written and



     13     how all these things come together.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Your party rules.



     15          MR. McMAHON:  No, it's not our party rules.



     16     It's state law.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.  We don't know



     18     specifically, so I'm going to make up dates, but it



     19     will be the correct months.  The convention is in



     20     March, we'll say March 10th, which means the



     21     preconvention report would have been due



     22     February 10th, the postconvention report would be



     23     due March 30th.  We don't get their candidate list



     24     until March -- April 5th.



     25          So after all of their reports were due,
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      1     everything was due, then we learned who their



      2     candidates were, what committees were open before



      3     the convention, and they had to file the



      4     preconvention that we didn't know that they existed



      5     until after the convention.  Same with the



      6     postconvention reports.  So they get a bad deal out



      7     of this because of the way the law is written.  We



      8     don't even know they're candidates until after



      9     everything was already due.



     10          MR. McMAHON:  And just one other thing.  The



     11     staff at the Election Division is amazing.  I tell



     12     our candidates and our county parties all the time.



     13     It's very nonpartisan even though they are



     14     representatives of a party.  They're very willing



     15     to work with everybody.  Abbey messages me all the



     16     time, and I know I can come to her with any issue.



     17          MR. VERGIELS:  They've helped me out before.



     18     It's just a confusing situation for everyone, I



     19     guess.



     20          MR. McMAHON:  It's a bad state law.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move to offer the deal for



     22     this gentleman.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So now, yeah, let's



     24     refocus here.  So it's a $1,000 fine.



     25          MR. VERGIELS:  Sorry.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.  This is my first



      2     meeting, so I appreciate the information.



      3          Okay.  So it would be a 25 percent agreement,



      4     so that's $250 and 68 cents of mailing costs would



      5     be the fine or part of the deal.



      6          So I'll look for -- John, I think, just made a



      7     motion to do that.  Do we have a second?



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     14          Very good.  Thank you.



     15          MR. McMAHON:  Thank you.



     16          MR. VERGIELS:  Thanks very much.



     17          MS. JACKSON:  Good afternoon, Election



     18     Committee.  My name is La Keisha Jackson, L-a,



     19     space, K-e-i-s-h-a Jackson.  I'm here.  My cause



     20     number is 2025-7973-413, and I also have another



     21     one that I don't have a cause number that took



     22     place at the end of November of last year or



     23     October of last year for failure to report large



     24     campaign donation.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  This is on page 222.
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      1          MS. THOMPSON:  You had two?



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  Cause No. 2025-7973-413, proposed



      3     civil penalty of $100.73.  This is her first time



      4     before the Commission.



      5          I don't know what a large contribution



      6     delinquency -- there's not one associated with your



      7     committee, as far as I'm aware.



      8          MS. JACKSON:  So I did receive a letter.  Is



      9     it not going to come back up?  I thought we --



     10          MS. THOMPSON:  Did you receive two letters?



     11          MS. JACKSON:  No.  I received a letter early



     12     on, failure to file.  You don't have it?  I'd like



     13     to merge them both together to get the 25 percent



     14     at one time, if possible, please.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  This is one we've not encountered



     16     before.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So give us the



     18     specifics.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  What's the second one?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  So the second one is actually



     21     two, so it would be three instead of two total.



     22     She's entered contributions of $1,000 or more into



     23     the online filing database, which auto alerts you



     24     that you then have to file a CFA-11 within



     25     48 hours.  She's got, sorry, three contributions
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      1     out there, so it would have been four total.  She



      2     did not file the CFA-11.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  On any of the three?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  None of them.  Those large



      5     contribution reports are still sitting in her



      6     reports due section of the website but have not



      7     been filed.  But were they to be filed, it would be



      8     $1,000 apiece because they were due in 2024.



      9     They're not filed, so we don't know that they're



     10     late.  She knows that they're entered and sitting



     11     out there.



     12          MS. JACKSON:  I'm sorry.  I thought I filed



     13     them.



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  So we don't know that they're



     15     late yet.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  We don't know that they're late



     17     yet.



     18          MS. JACKSON:  I apologize.  I'm a new state



     19     senator, and I ran three elections, and that was



     20     confusion.  And I didn't have any kind of coaching



     21     on that and didn't even know I had to file those,



     22     which is what the problem was, and so just trying



     23     to rectify this as to what the issue is.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Let me ask you a



     25     question.  Let's say -- so she's got the CFA-11

�



                                                           80



      1     notice she has to file.  Let's say she never files



      2     it.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  We would never know.



      4          MS. JACKSON:  I'm just trying to be honest.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And we appreciate



      6     that.



      7          MS. JACKSON:  That was told to me, but I took



      8     an oath and I would not do that, so I filed it



      9     anyway.  That was told to me to do.



     10          MR. KOCHEVAR:  I'm sorry.  I need to ask a



     11     question of the staff.  Yeah, but the CFA-11s,



     12     those contributions are appearing in the next



     13     standard report, either pre-election or annual



     14     report.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     16          MR. KOCHEVAR:  So why do we not know this?



     17     The contributions are in there.



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  That report has to be filed,



     19     Matthew, for them to know, but they would not know



     20     right now.



     21          MR. KOCHEVAR:  The 2024 annual report, we've



     22     crossed that deadline.  You're saying there was



     23     2024, so why don't we know?  My question is, why



     24     don't we know this right now?  We've gone through



     25     the 2024 election cycle.  That's my question.  I'm
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      1     really asking about the system.  It's like the



      2     contributions are in there, from what I'm



      3     understanding.  What am I missing?



      4          MS. JACKSON:  It probably wouldn't hit until



      5     2025 because this was at the end of the last year



      6     when I filed an annual.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No.  What's happening



      8     here is that he's talking about it gets put onto



      9     your campaign finance report.  You put it in there.



     10          But that doesn't trigger as to when it was



     11     filed, right, Abbey?  It doesn't trigger -- she



     12     puts it in her campaign finance report.  That



     13     doesn't trigger anything to go back and look when



     14     it was filed since it was a supplemental thing.



     15     CFA-11 was never filed, so that didn't trigger it.



     16     So we have a loophole in the system, it sounds like



     17     to me, that needs to be closed.



     18          And we appreciate your honesty, by the way.



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  To move on, though,



     20     with today's agenda.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  This isn't something that can



     22     be addressed.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The first offense can be.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Only the one that we see



     25     right here.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Agreed.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Valerie?



      4          MS. WARYCHA:  Yeah.  I don't think that's



      5     right because notice hasn't been given yet, so I



      6     would say that, if we haven't given notice, we



      7     can't give a hearing yet under AOPA.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry.



      9          MS. JACKSON:  Is it possible that I just pay



     10     the full amount and then do the 25 percent on the



     11     next one, or I can't do that?



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Since we don't have that in



     13     front of us, I don't think that's appropriate to do



     14     that.  So I think at this point we just need to



     15     deal with it's just a $100 fine in front of us, so



     16     that would be a 25 percent plus the mailing costs,



     17     which is $25.73.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  But, Senator, when



     19     you come back -- because if you file the CFA,



     20     you're going to get pulled back and you'll be cited



     21     for being delinquent.  So when you come back,



     22     remind everybody that you tried to come in here and



     23     pay it early before it was even reported.  Okay?



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So do I have a motion



     25     and a second?
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      1          MS. JACKSON:  Would you give me the 25 percent



      2     still or it would still be 100 percent?



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I appreciate the



      4     effort.



      5          MS. JACKSON:  I'm just not going to even



      6     remind them.  I'll take my 50 percent to the back.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we need a motion



      8     and second.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  On the 25 percent agreement,



     12     all those in favor say "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     17          Very good.  Thank you.



     18          MS. JACKSON:  Thank you.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



     20          MR. HARRIS:  Good afternoon.  I'm Earl Harris,



     21     E-a -- Earl Harris, Jr.  Sorry.  E-a-r-l,



     22     H-a-r-r-i-s, J-r.  I'm here in the matter of the



     23     Indiana Black Legislative Caucus PAC, and the



     24     number is 2025-3908-137.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 77, Indiana Black
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      1     Legislative Caucus PAC, Cause No. 2025-3908-137,



      2     has a proposed civil penalty of $650.66, and this



      3     is their 11th time before the Commission.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So I apologize.  There's no



      5     deal.



      6          MR. HARRIS:  This is my only time as the



      7     chair, so I do not take responsibility for those.



      8     Wow.  Eleven?



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You've got some work to do.



     10          MR. HARRIS:  I have some people to have



     11     conversations with because they're causing me



     12     grief.  So I presume I can't work a deal.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  There are no



     14     eleventh time deals.



     15          MR. HARRIS:  Yeah, I know.  Doesn't it start



     16     over at ten or something?



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You wish.



     18          MR. HARRIS:  Yeah, I do.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I think like the



     20     one previous, it would just be with a fine, $650



     21     with the mailing cost of 66 cents so $650.66.



     22          So let's go ahead, since he's here, and vote



     23     on just accepting that at face value there.  If we



     24     have a motion and a second.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      7          Very good.  Thank you.



      8          MR. HARRIS:  Thank you.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



     10          MS. BECHTOLD:  Good afternoon.  I'm Naomi



     11     Bechtold.  It's N-a-o-m-i, B-e-c-h-t-o-l-d.  And



     12     it's Bechtold for Indiana, and it's Case No. --



     13     Cause No. 2025-6996-44.



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  -44?



     15          MS. BECHTOLD:  Yes.



     16          MS. THOMPSON:  This is on page 27, Bechtold



     17     for Indiana, Cause No. 2025-6996-44, has a civil



     18     penalty of $1,000.66, and this is her first time



     19     before the Commission.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it would be a



     21     25 percent agreement.



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So $250.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah, $250.66.



     24          Do we have a motion and a second?



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



      3     saying "aye."



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      8          Very good.



      9          MS. BECHTOLD:  Thank you.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     11          MR. POULARD:  My name is Johannes,



     12     J-o-h-a-n-n-e-s, last name is Poulard,



     13     P-o-u-l-a-r-d, and my committee is Johannes Poulard



     14     for State Senate District 4.  Cause number is



     15     2025-7605-251.



     16          I'll accept a 25 percent deal with just one



     17     caveat.  The post office in my area does not do a



     18     good job.  I never received the first notice, but I



     19     got the notice that it was three days late and paid



     20     it immediately -- or, say, declared it immediately



     21     upon receiving the second notice.  And this is my



     22     campaign chairman, Jason Stratton.  He can also



     23     vouch for how poorly the post office in Michigan



     24     City works.



     25          MR. STRATTON:  Yes, that is correct.  I've had
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      1     similar experiences as a small business owner, and



      2     they are abominable.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chair, this is on



      4     page 139, Johannes Poulard for State Senate



      5     District 4, Cause No. 2025-7605-251, has a civil



      6     penalty of $150.73, and this is their first time



      7     before the Commission.



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  Grand total plus mail cost would



      9     be $38.23.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you have -- I'm



     12     sorry.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Go ahead.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you have an



     15     alternative address that you want notices to be



     16     sent to?  Because what's going to happen today is



     17     that you're going to take the deal and then they're



     18     going to send you out a notification as to how much



     19     is owed and where to pay.  Is there another address



     20     you want to send it?



     21          MR. POULARD:  I can give you my business



     22     address, which is a box at the UPS Store.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Would that work



     24     better for receiving and getting timely notice?



     25          MR. POULARD:  I would think so.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So if you can



      2     get that --



      3          MR. POULARD:  I can give you that address



      4     right now, if you like.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You can write it down



      6     and give it to them, write it down with your name.



      7          MR. POULARD:  Okay.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And then give it to



      9     them before you leave here.



     10          MR. POULARD:  I just used my physical address



     11     when I filed my candidacy to show that I was --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the 25 percent plus



     13     mailing is $38.23.



     14          I need a motion and second to adopt this



     15     agreement.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



     19     saying "aye."



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     24          Very good.  Thank you.



     25          Next.
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      1          MR. McKANNA:  Hello.  I'm James McKanna,



      2     J-a-m-e-s, M-c-K-a-n-n-a.  I'm representing the



      3     Committee to Elect Andrew McNeil State



      4     Representative.  This is Cause No. 2025-7522-241.



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  This is on page 134, Committee



      6     to Elect Andrew McNeil, Cause No. 2025-7522-241,



      7     has a proposed civil penalty of $400.73, and this



      8     is their second time before the Commission.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Second time so that's a



     10     50 percent deal, which is $200 and 73 cents for the



     11     mail.



     12          We need a motion and a second to adopt this



     13     agreement.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



     17     saying "aye."



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     22          Very good.



     23          MR. McKANNA:  Thank you.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     25          MR. MONTGOMERY:  Hello.  I'm Willie
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      1     Montgomery, W-i-l-l-i-e, M-o-n-t-g-o-m-e-r-y.  I'm



      2     Friends of Eric Walford.  The cause number is



      3     2025-7892-277.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  That is page 153.



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  That's Friends of Eric Walford,



      6     Cause No. 2025-7892-277, has a civil penalty of



      7     $1,000.73, and this is their first time before the



      8     Commission.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, it's at the



     10     bottom of 152.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry about that.



     12     We were hunting for it.  Okay.  So it's $1,000, but



     13     at 25 percent, 250 and 73 cents, $250.73 for a



     14     first time and a 25 percent agreement.



     15          I need a motion and a second to adopt.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     23          Very good.  Thank you.



     24          MR. MONTGOMERY:  Thank you.



     25          MS. HEITZMAN:  Hello.  I am Linda Heitzman,
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      1     H-e-i-t-z-m-a-n, representing Recenter Indiana, and



      2     our administrative cause number is 2025-7729-320.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  So there's two causes before



      4     the Commission on this committee.



      5          MS. HEITZMAN:  Oh, I only have one notice.



      6          MS. THOMPSON:  So this is on page 66, the top



      7     of 67.



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  And the other one is at the top



      9     of page 153.  No.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  175.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  175, yeah.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  What was the first



     13     one?



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  67.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I see.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  It is their third time before the



     17     Commission.  Each fine is $1,000, so the grand



     18     total is $2,000 and -- $2,001.23, so 75 percent.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  75 percent of that.



     20          MS. HEITZMAN:  We were only aware of one time



     21     before the Committee.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  You had one settlement



     23     agreement.



     24          MS. HEITZMAN:  What was the date of that



     25     settlement?
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It doesn't say.



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There were four reports that



      3     were delinquent, a 2022 pre-elect, a 2022 annual, a



      4     2023 annual, and a 2024 pre-elect.



      5          MS. HEITZMAN:  We were not aware of all of



      6     those.  I'm the new treasurer, so...



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So there's no deal



      8     available.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There is.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  75 percent.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  $1,501.39 is 75 percent.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm so sorry.  Can you say



     14     that again.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  75 percent is $1,501.39.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Okay.  So a



     17     75 percent deal, $1,501.39.



     18          Do we have a motion and a second?



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."
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      1          Very good.  Thank you.



      2          MS. HEITZMAN:  Thank you.



      3          MR. BURTON:  Hello.  Good afternoon.  Alex



      4     Burton, A-l-e-x, Burton, B-u-r-t-o-n, Alex Burton



      5     for Indiana, and it is Cause No. 2025-7925-398.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  It starts on page 215,



      7     2025-7925-398, -399, -400, -401, -402, -403, -404,



      8     and -405.  This is the first time before the



      9     Commission.  I have not worked out the total.



     10          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Six total causes?



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  Eight causes so $8,000,



     12     25 percent is $2,000 plus all of the mail costs.



     13          MR. BURTON:  So this was my first time running



     14     for state office.  I had been on city council, and



     15     there were some -- all the reporting changes from



     16     local to state really tripped us up, but I think we



     17     have a handle on all the things now.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we said eight



     19     $1,000 penalties.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So it would be $2,000



     21     plus the mailing costs.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  I believe it is $2,005.84.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I think you got the



     24     best deal of the day.



     25          MR. BURTON:  Yeah.  Hopefully it's the first
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      1     and last time I'll be before you all.  Thank you



      2     all so much for understanding, and, again, my



      3     apologies if this has caused such --



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  We haven't voted yet.



      5          MR. BURTON:  Oh.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Don't count your chickens.



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'll move for



      8     approval of the deal.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And we need a second.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     16          Very good.  Thank you.



     17          MR. BURTON:  Thank you all so much.



     18          MR. UHEY:  Good afternoon.  This is Steven



     19     Uhey, S-t-e-v-e-n, U-h-e-y.  I'm the treasurer on



     20     behalf of Hoosiers for Cochran, Administrative



     21     Cause No. 2025-7806-270.



     22          MS. THOMPSON:  Page 150.  This is Hoosiers for



     23     Cochran, Cause No. 2025-7806-270, has a civil



     24     penalty of $300.73, and this is the first time



     25     before the Commission.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There's two.



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  Hold on.  The other one is on



      4     page 69, proposed civil penalty of $50.66.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I see, at the bottom.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  So total would be $88.89 at



      7     25 percent.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Say that



      9     again.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  $88.89.  Sorry.  I was doing the



     11     math here.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have the two



     13     cause numbers, and the total penalty would be -- at



     14     a 25 percent rate would be $88.89.



     15          We need a motion and second.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     23          Very good.  Thank you.



     24          Okay.  So anybody else that's wanting to take



     25     a deal?  Okay.  I wasn't sure how far back we had
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      1     gotten.



      2          MS. DOYLE:  I wasn't sure if we were doing



      3     rows or not.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  This is perfect.



      5     Anybody else over here?



      6          Very good.



      7          MS. DOYLE:  Madam Chair, members of the



      8     Commission, my name is Brittany Doyle,



      9     B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-l-e.  I'm here for



     10     McCormick for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 223, proposed civil



     12     penalty of $1,000.78, and this is their fourth time



     13     before the Commission.



     14          MS. DOYLE:  Oh.  Is it because she just



     15     changed the name of her committee when she ran for



     16     governor?



     17          MS. THOMPSON:  Uh-huh.



     18          MS. DOYLE:  Okay.  My apologies.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, we have, on the few



     20     others that is that case where they have been here



     21     four times, we voted on that.  Are you going to be



     22     arguing?



     23          MS. DOYLE:  I can.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you want to pay?



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do you want to pay the
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      1     penalty?



      2          MS. DOYLE:  No.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So at this point is



      4     there anybody else that's interested in making some



      5     sort of an agreement?



      6          Okay.  So now we'll move on to the next phase



      7     of this hearing, adoption of campaign finance



      8     hearing procedures.  The remaining committees will



      9     be called to permit the presentation of evidence in



     10     these matters.  Before doing so, I want to note



     11     that, in the past, the Commission has followed



     12     certain procedures for conducting campaign finance



     13     hearings, and I move that the Commission use the



     14     following procedures today:



     15          A. When each campaign finance matter is



     16     called, hearing will begin with recognizing



     17     campaign finance staff to provide information about



     18     the documents in this matter provided to Commission



     19     members, including letters from committees, and the



     20     notice given to the campaign committee.



     21          B. Unless there is objection, the document



     22     provided to the Commission by the Election Division



     23     will be entered into record of this meeting.



     24          After campaign finance staff completes



     25     presentation, a representative of the committee
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      1     would be recognized first and may present their



      2     case for no more than 5 minutes.



      3          Commission members may ask questions during a



      4     presentation, but the time spent answering these



      5     questions will be not counted against a presenter's



      6     time.  The Election Division may signal the chair



      7     when a presenter's time is up.



      8          If the presenter offers additional documents



      9     or other physical evidence not previously received



     10     by the Commission, then the original must be



     11     provided to Valerie on the Election Division to



     12     preserve for the record.



     13          If the Commission finds that a committee has



     14     violated the campaign finance statutes, state law



     15     requires a unanimous vote of all four commissioners



     16     to waive or reduce the amount of the penalty set by



     17     state law.



     18          If the Commission makes the decision at this



     19     meeting to either fine a committee or dismiss the



     20     case against the committee, then the Election



     21     Division will prepare a final order for the



     22     Commission to approve at a later meeting.  If a



     23     committee is fined today, the committee will



     24     receive a notice from the Election Division to pay



     25     the fine after the Commission adopts the final
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      1     order.  So it may be some time after today before a



      2     committee will be required to pay the fine.



      3          The Commission will recognize committees to



      4     make a presentation beginning with the committees



      5     seated in the front of the room.  It's very helpful



      6     if you can speak up and say the cause number or



      7     numbers on your hearing notice so that the



      8     Commission and staff can quickly look it up on the



      9     spreadsheet.  Remember to identify yourself when



     10     you start speaking and to indicate if you took the



     11     oath administered earlier in this meeting.  If you



     12     did not, I will ask Mr. Kochevar to administer the



     13     oath to you.



     14          Is there a second to this motion?



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any questions or



     17     clarifications from anyone?



     18          Okay.  If there's no further discussion, the



     19     question is on the adoption of the motion.  All in



     20     favor say "aye."



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."



     25          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is
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      1     approved.



      2          Okay.  The Commission will proceed to open its



      3     hearings on --



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, I'm sorry.  We



      5     just -- would now be a good time to take a short



      6     break?



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I was kind of thinking the



      8     same thing.  Would it be appropriate if we just



      9     took a five-minute break?



     10          MR. KING:  Yes.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry for all of



     12     you that are wanting to get this going.  We're



     13     going to recess for five minutes just to take a



     14     quick bathroom break.  Maybe all of us can benefit



     15     from that.  We will resume at this location.  My



     16     watch says 3:05, so we will resume at 3:10.  Thank



     17     you.



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, we need a vote.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move we take a



     20     recess.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All in favor say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



      2          (Recess taken.)



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We're going to go



      4     ahead and get back started.  Thank you.  It was



      5     actually seven minutes, so sorry.  But we want to



      6     go ahead and get started.



      7          I think we will conduct ourselves the way we



      8     were doing kind of working from the front of the



      9     room back.  So we will start up here in the front



     10     with Mr. Young, if that's okay.  As I mentioned



     11     previously, Valerie will be our timekeeper, so it's



     12     a five-minute time.



     13          MS. WARYCHA:  It will be loud, you can hear



     14     it.  I put it by the microphone.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And just to reiterate too, if



     16     there are times when the presenter is stopped for



     17     questioning or interaction, then the timer does



     18     stop, so our time doesn't eat up into your time.



     19     And obviously too, when you begin, just state your



     20     name and spell it for --



     21          MR. YOUNG:  R. Michael Young, Y-o-u-n-g, and I



     22     thank you, members, for this opportunity today.



     23          First thing I have to do, I've got to blame my



     24     treasurer for all this.  He died during the



     25     campaign and left me with it.  I know it's not an
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      1     excuse, but that's part of the problem.  And I'm



      2     not here to make any excuses.  I think I was here



      3     once before back in the early '90s.  I don't know



      4     if you guys have got that, but --



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do you have a cause number?



      6          MR. YOUNG:  From back in the '90s.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No, no, from today.



      8          MR. YOUNG:  I do, but there are so many cause



      9     numbers, I'm going to have to try to do these one



     10     at a time for you.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Can I suggest we take



     12     the ones that you want to take the deal on first



     13     and knock them out of the way?



     14          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, sure.  I'll do that.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's a good point.  And



     16     then we can look you up here in our binder once we



     17     have those numbers.



     18          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  The first one is an annual



     19     report.  I received the letter as well.  Actually



     20     my report was ready to file January 1st because it



     21     was all done, but I waited to the date of the



     22     letter.  I had never filed a report before,



     23     although we do do those things.  The campaign



     24     manager does it.  So when I got the letter, I



     25     thought the letter was correct on the date, and I
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      1     never checked into it or looked into it or made a



      2     call.  I just figured since I got it from the



      3     office, it was the right date, and that's when I



      4     filed it.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Can you give us that cause



      6     number, please.



      7          MR. YOUNG:  I -- I --



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Was that the annual report?



      9          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, that's the -- there's no --



     10     I didn't get a notice for that, but it's here,



     11     so...



     12          MS. THOMPSON:  That's for the annual report?



     13          MR. YOUNG:  Huh?



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  For the annual report?



     15          MR. YOUNG:  Yes.



     16          MS. THOMPSON:  That was on page 97, Richard



     17     Young, 2025-1907-174, the bottom of page, well, 97,



     18     has a proposed civil penalty of $250.73.  This



     19     would be his third time before the Commission.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold on a second.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  The first time he was before the



     22     Commission, the first time he came to the



     23     Commission hearing, was in 1996.  He did pay a



     24     settlement agreement between 1996 and now.  I



     25     believe it was --
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the R. in your name stands



      2     for Richard?



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I didn't want anybody to



      4     know that, but you said it.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sorry.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  But you're Richard?



      7          MR. YOUNG:  Well, technically, but I'm



      8     R. Michael.  That's what I go.  That's my campaign



      9     and all that.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, okay.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But we're sure it's --



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  There were many Richard Youngs.



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Okay.  Sorry.  All



     14     right.  Just checking.



     15          MR. YOUNG:  So anyway, I got the letter like



     16     everyone else, whoever got it, that number of



     17     people, and I just waited to that date to file.  I



     18     thought I was following the law.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So, Senator, if I might,



     20     you're saying that this first one is due to staff



     21     error with the date on the letter, correct?



     22          MR. YOUNG:  I'm not trying to blame anybody.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No, no, no.



     24          MR. YOUNG:  I'm just saying on the date on the



     25     letter, I went by the date on the letter.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Well, we handled those



      2     differently at the beginning of the meeting today,



      3     so I just wanted to draw that to the Commission's



      4     attention if you wanted to consider that separate



      5     from the other issues that he may bring before us.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I think what he's



      7     saying is that he's going to go ahead and take



      8     fault for all of them.



      9          MR. YOUNG:  Well, fault, I don't want to be at



     10     fault for a fine for it.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I feel like --



     12          MR. YOUNG:  I'm agreeing I sent it on that



     13     date, but I did it because of the letter.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think the only difference



     15     in those, and obviously the Commission members will



     16     decide, but the seven that we dismissed contacted



     17     the office and said, Hey, the date -- I mean, it



     18     clearly said 2021, as the staff said earlier.  So



     19     in this case, you're saying the date was why you



     20     didn't file it because of what the letter said.



     21          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You just didn't contact



     23     anyone to say, Hey, this seems wrong.



     24          MR. YOUNG:  No, I didn't because first time I



     25     got a notice that we were doing this, first time I
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      1     had ever got a notice was on your letter of notice



      2     of hearing that was sent out or signed August 18th.



      3     So it was just a month before.  I figured I'm



      4     already coming so I'll just do them all together.



      5     But that's the first notice I got.  I did not get a



      6     separate notice, as I did on other ones, for the



      7     campaign report.  First time, August 18th.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So was the annual



      9     report filed before the -- by the erroneous date in



     10     the letter?  I mean, I know the date in the letter



     11     was, what, 2021, but the day of the month.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  So the wrong 2021 date was



     13     January 20th of 2021.  He filed it January 19th of



     14     2025.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And it was due, technically,



     16     on the 15th.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  It was due on the 15th, yes.



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I guess my thought is



     19     I don't -- I understand that those other committees



     20     contacted us, but he did file before that date, so



     21     I would think it was reasonable for him to rely



     22     on -- I mean, if I get something like that, I'll



     23     assume the year is wrong and the date is right, or



     24     the day, whatever.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So would it be best then on
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      1     these to take each one individually?



      2          Okay.  So on this first one then, the Cause



      3     No. -174, for this annual, if we are going to go



      4     that route, then we would need a motion and a



      5     second to then dismiss this penalty.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move to waive the



      7     penalty.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Waive.  Sorry.  I said



      9     dismiss.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think in this case,



     11     I'd move to waive the penalty.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I second that motion.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



     14     and second.  All those in favor say "aye."



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     19          Okay.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  All righty.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  So that one's out of the way.  The



     23     second one that I agree to because it's my fault, I



     24     messed up.  You ever get that wake up in the



     25     morning during your sleep and, Oh, dang, it I
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      1     forgot to do that.  I forgot to do one, and it was



      2     Cause -- trying to match these up.  It's the one



      3     for the settlement for due date October 17th for a



      4     loan of mine for $4,403.  I think I did it the next



      5     day or the day after.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  You don't have a



      7     cause number for that?



      8          MR. YOUNG:  Well, I do.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  It would be very



     10     helpful if you did.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Yeah, here it is.  It's



     12     2025-1907-396.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  That's on page 214.  That



     14     proposed civil penalty is 1,000 -- it should be



     15     1,000 and 73 cents.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And this is the second time?



     17          MS. THOMPSON:  This is the third time.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  One settlement agreement, one



     19     time before the Commission, so this is the third.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  In 1996 and the spring of this



     21     year; is that correct, if I may ask?



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  1996 and I don't know when the



     23     settlement agreement was.



     24          MR. YOUNG:  It would have been $50, if I



     25     remember.  They weren't going to charge anybody at
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      1     that hearing, and I asked to be charged, so I think



      2     it was $50.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So it would be



      4     75 percent of the 1,000; is that right?



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So $750.73.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  All right.  And the last one --



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold on one second.



      8          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I apologize.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So on this one then,



     10     the Cause No. -396, the 75 percent would be $750



     11     and then a 73-cent mail cost.



     12          So we have a motion and a second to approve



     13     that?



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     21          Okay.  Now, go ahead.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  And the second one is



     23     for --



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Third one.



     25          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I'm going to try to find
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      1     it.  Yeah.  Okay.  It's 2025-1907-396.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's the one we just did.



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Well, shoot.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  -406, -407, -408, -409, -410,



      5     -411, -412.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  You got me.  This may have been



      7     the one I didn't have a notice for.  I knew there



      8     was one of them.



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, these are on



     10     page 219.  I don't know which one.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And they're all $1,000?



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So of these,



     14     of the ones she just read, are you going to go



     15     ahead and accept the deal for all of them?



     16          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, I'm going to do that.  What



     17     happened, just as an explanation, there was a



     18     problem with the balance when my treasurer died to



     19     what I found out it really was, and so when I went



     20     in to correct it, I had to go through all these



     21     contributions and expenditures.  I found the



     22     contribution I forgot to make, but I did it.



     23          I guess I didn't have to because, if I didn't,



     24     nobody would have known I had gotten it, and I



     25     guess I could have always blamed it on my
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      1     treasurer.  But I'm a person you do what's right



      2     even if no one is watching, and I knew it was going



      3     to cost me some money, but that was the right thing



      4     to do.  And so I put that in there when I found it



      5     and made the contribution on the date that I found



      6     the error.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So there are six.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I found seven.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sorry.  I might have missed



     10     one.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  There were nine total including



     12     the annual, eight CFA-11s.  We did one.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  What he just



     14     explained doesn't relate to these, right?



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  I believe it does.  They're all



     16     on the same --



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What's the nature of the



     18     violation that we're talking about?



     19          MS. THOMPSON:  These are all large



     20     contributions.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.  Thank you.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, it was a large contribution.



     23     I think it was deposited on April the 26th, and



     24     then I found it, that it wasn't reported in the



     25     report somewhere in October.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So we're just talking



      2     about --



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  October 27th through



      4     November 1st.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And there are seven?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  There are seven.



      7          MR. YOUNG:  If I might add, if it's okay, the



      8     only thing I would ask for the Committee to



      9     consider is this:  I'm not trying for any excuses,



     10     but the purpose of the campaign finance laws is to



     11     report it so the other side knows what you're



     12     doing.  Well, that was on the 26th.  I guess,



     13     technically I had till the 28th to report it, so



     14     29, 30 plus six, that's eight days.  After that the



     15     campaign was over.  There was no reason -- nobody



     16     could do anything with it because the campaign was



     17     over.



     18          And so when I found it, I reported it, and I



     19     would just ask for consideration on this one only



     20     because it was so close to the end of the campaign.



     21     It was eight days and the campaign was over.  There



     22     was no campaign after that for the primary, so it



     23     didn't make a difference to anybody.  I broke the



     24     rule.  I got that.  I reported it as soon as I



     25     found it.  But technically that's for during the
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      1     campaign so the other side knows what's going on.



      2     There was only eight days they could have known



      3     about it and used it, and I'm just suggesting,



      4     since it was over, I would do the $50 a day, which



      5     is $400.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Sir, I am confused



      7     because I thought we were going to start with the



      8     ones that you agreed to.  So far --



      9          MR. YOUNG:  I agree to it.  I agree to it.



     10     It's a mistake.  I made it.  I'm just suggesting on



     11     the penalty, which is in your discretion, that you



     12     give some leniency and make it $400 for the eight



     13     days that I didn't report it.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  And I totally



     15     understand that, but as a lawyer -- you're a



     16     lawyer, I'm a lawyer.



     17          MR. YOUNG:  My license is I'm retired.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Lucky you.



     19          MR. YOUNG:  So see how good I do now.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So, I mean, so where



     21     do we draw the line, eight days out, ten days out,



     22     14 days out, just wait till a day out it won't make



     23     a difference?  I mean, we can't be put into that



     24     kind of position.  It's either timely or it's not



     25     timely --
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      1          MR. YOUNG:  No.  And I -- if I may respond.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, I was trying to



      3     finish.  It's either timely or it's not timely or



      4     it is -- there's some outstanding just cause excuse



      5     as to why it couldn't be done.  But other than



      6     that, what you're just saying is it was just a



      7     little bit of harm maybe, so, yeah, I personally



      8     would not be so inclined to grant that.



      9          MR. YOUNG:  If I may.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  If I may, all I'm saying is that,



     12     in fairness, under 3-9-4-19, you guys do have, and



     13     we gave it to you to make these kinds of decisions



     14     in these situations.  And to me, I mean, I could



     15     blame my treasurer.  He's dead and I'd do it, but



     16     I'm not going to do that.  I take full



     17     responsibility for that being late.  I don't deny



     18     it.



     19          What I am suggesting is simply this:  Since



     20     you do have discretion based on circumstances, that



     21     the purpose of the pre-election large contribution



     22     thing is so the other side knows about it, and that



     23     was for eight days, and there's nothing they could



     24     do after the election on May 7th.  There's nothing



     25     they can do with it.
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      1          For me to be fined is your choice, but for me



      2     to be fined, it doesn't affect the statute and the



      3     reason why we put it there.  It was to be done



      4     before the primary so the other side knows it and



      5     they can make, Hey here's a guy that took money



      6     from this person and we want to report it or do



      7     something with it.  But after the election there's



      8     nothing they can do with it because it's over, and



      9     that's the only thing I say.



     10          I know you've got the power to do that.  I'm



     11     trying to give you some circumstances which I think



     12     are compelling that it would have made no



     13     difference.  It would have made no difference in



     14     it, the eight days, but I'll take whatever you got.



     15     I'm not trying to get out of anything.  I'm just



     16     suggesting to you that it's almost half of it,



     17     almost half of it.  It's $1,000, and that's $1,000



     18     for a long time.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It's $1,000 for each.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, I know it.  Yeah, this one's



     21     worth $1,000.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So $7,000.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  This might --



     24          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  No, I'm not taking them



     25     together.  I'm just only talking about this one.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So that's clear.



      2          MR. YOUNG:  This one, the agreement was



      3     $1,000.  I'm only suggesting that $400, to me, I



      4     think appropriate based on what the purpose and the



      5     intent of the campaign laws are.  You guys do



      6     whatever you want.  I'm going to live with it.  I'm



      7     not going to get mad or upset or do anything.  I'm



      8     just suggesting that there is a reason to make a



      9     fair imposition of the penalty based on the



     10     circumstances.  And so that's all I'm giving to



     11     you.  If you don't buy it, you don't buy it.  So



     12     there's nothing I can do about it.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So --



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Does that conclude your



     15     presentation?



     16          MR. YOUNG:  On those that I agreed that, hey,



     17     I did something wrong.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So his total is



     19     $8,000?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  7,000.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  $7,000.  Okay.  So I



     22     move -- what would the total be?



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So for clarification,



     24     though, when you came up here at the beginning and



     25     said there were some you wanted to take the deal
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      1     and some you wanted to discuss, what category do



      2     these seven fall into?



      3          MR. YOUNG:  These are the ones that I wanted



      4     to take the deal on with the explanation for the



      5     Commission to consider.  I missed all three of



      6     those.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So that's a $7,000 penalty,



      8     so it's 75 percent of that.



      9          MR. YOUNG:  No.  That's not $7,000 for these



     10     three.



     11          MS. THOMPSON:  No.  Those were the ones he



     12     took the 75 percent on, his annual report --



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  That's what I've been



     14     trying to figure out is which ones --



     15          MR. YOUNG:  No, no, no.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We just went through -406,



     17     -407 --



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  He's already done three of



     19     them.  We have --



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  We have not done three.  We



     21     have only done one, Cause No. -396, plus the one



     22     that was waived.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm looking at Cause



     24     No. -406, -7 --



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Can you tell us,
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      1     which ones are you taking the deal on?  What's the



      2     cause numbers on those?



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Well, the one I didn't have the



      4     cause number for.  She gave it to you.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm looking at -6, -7, -8,



      6     -9 --



      7          MR. YOUNG:  Well, those I have not -- -396,



      8     that's the supplemental.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Got it.  We've already done



     10     that.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  And then there's the --



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Then the one we



     13     waived, which was.



     14          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  That was on the campaign



     15     supplemental that was due in January because of the



     16     letter.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Okay.



     18          MR. YOUNG:  The other one was the one on the



     19     large contribution for 4,400-and-some dollars, and



     20     I said I'll take the fine.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, we haven't done



     22     that.



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  We haven't done that.



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think you're



     25     lumping some together.  We have in front of us --
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      1          MR. YOUNG:  I'll let you guys tell me.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Which ones is he



      3     taking the deal on?  He has to identify those.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So I think we should -- just



      5     as a point of clarification, it appears to me that,



      6     while he's not argued his liability in this matter,



      7     he is arguing what the consequence for that should



      8     be.  I think that is distinct from the other



      9     individuals who have come forward today that didn't



     10     try to dicker on the amount but just accepted the



     11     deal.



     12          And so I would say, based on the senator's



     13     testimony today, he's accepted one deal.  This



     14     Commission has approved one deal.  He's made an



     15     argument to this Commission on a separate deal that



     16     is not the 75 percent, and so I think it's up to us



     17     to determine what the penalty should be based on



     18     what you had said earlier today, Commissioner



     19     Karen.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  But here is the



     21     question:  Which one is he referring to?



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Which one?  Now I'm more



     23     confused.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I have no idea what



     25     he's saying as to -- you know, what he said is,
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      1     I'll take the deal, on whatever it is he's talking



      2     about, but I think I need to negotiate it down



      3     further.  I've said I'm not going to go along with



      4     that.  I mean, it is what it is.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So, Senator, all day we have



      6     had the annual report that the Commission has



      7     waived.  We have one late CFA-11 supplemental,



      8     correct, that we did the 75 percent on with the



      9     cause number of -396?  We now have seven separate



     10     cause numbers, all dealing with late large



     11     supplemental campaign finance reports, the causes



     12     ending with -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411,



     13     -412.  Each of those is $1,000 and 73 cents for



     14     mailing costs.  Which of those seven causes are you



     15     making the argument for right now?



     16          MR. YOUNG:  On those it's the one we just are



     17     discussing, was just discussing.



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  If that was -396, we've



     19     already discussed it and that is done.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, okay.



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  -396 is done.  We're looking



     22     at -406, -407, -408, -409, -410 --



     23          MR. YOUNG:  Now I'm confused.



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  -- -411, and -412.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  Can we take a time out?
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I was going to say



      2     maybe we can proceed on to someone else and let him



      3     work in the back, work to figure out what's going



      4     on.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I'll do whatever you want.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So let's --



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I move to table this



      9     particular hearing.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion to



     11     table this issue and we'll revisit.



     12          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  Okay.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do we have a second?



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Second.  All in favor



     16     say "aye."



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     21          Okay.  So up next, we'll go to this -- oh,



     22     yeah, probably you guys in the second row here.



     23          UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do we all come up at



     24     the same time?



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We'll just do one at a time
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      1     since it's going to be a little bit longer.  You



      2     probably don't want to stand and wait.



      3          MR. GRIFFIN:  I've got all my paperwork.  All



      4     right.  My name is Eric Griffin, E-r-i-c,



      5     G-r-i-f-f-i-n, and I'm the chairman of the



      6     South Bend Firefighters Political Action Committee,



      7     Cause No. 2025-1871-329.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



      9     page 179.  This is South Bend Firefighters



     10     Political Action Committee, Cause



     11     No. 2025-1871-329, has a proposed civil penalty of



     12     $1,000.68, and this will be his seventh time before



     13     the Commission.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     15          MR. GRIFFIN:  I do have some examples of just



     16     our contribution record, our record of transactions



     17     just to show you that we are on the up and up on



     18     how we do things.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Valerie, will you --



     20          MS. WARYCHA:  I will.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     22          MS. WARYCHA:  Thank you.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  First of all,



     24     let me say thank you for your service.



     25          MR. GRIFFIN:  Absolutely.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I represent



      2     firefighters, and I think it's a wonderful thing



      3     you do.



      4          But my question is, the documents that you've



      5     just submitted, what's the purpose of those?



      6          MR. GRIFFIN:  So after receiving this letter,



      7     I reached out to our state union for some advice



      8     because I didn't really know what was going on here



      9     or what --



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Tom Hanify?



     11          MR. GRIFFIN:  Among the few, just to -- and



     12     they were like, Well, bring as much evidence as you



     13     can and just show them that you guys have your



     14     stuff together, that it wasn't negligence, that it



     15     was a simple mistake, which I consider negligence.



     16          But we do keep extremely accurate records.



     17     All of our contributions are made by our members,



     18     and it's payroll deductions, so we know exactly how



     19     much we have coming in.  There hasn't been a lot of



     20     action by us in some time, as, after talking to



     21     Michelle over here, it looks like our last problem



     22     was in 2003?



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  You paid a settlement in 2007,



     24     but the last late report was in 2003.



     25          MR. GRIFFIN:  So, unfortunately, that was long
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      1     before I was even on the fire department.  I was



      2     unaware of any of that.  But that's not an excuse



      3     obviously.



      4          We -- the political action committee didn't



      5     really have a lot of stuff going on.  Very early on



      6     they revamped things, had some bad apples.  So



      7     since I took over, kind of forced into it as the



      8     local president in '22, I believe, along with my



      9     treasurer, this was the only mistake that's been



     10     made, unfortunately.  There's no really good excuse



     11     for it.  There's a series of events.



     12          But as a good steward to my members, I just



     13     wanted to come in and show you guys that we are a



     14     well-functioning PAC.  We believe we have all of



     15     our records together.  We did file the report as



     16     soon as we found out that it had been missed.  And



     17     since then we've reached out to the state



     18     secretary/treasurer looking for some advice, maybe



     19     some ways we can do things differently.  We have



     20     quite a bit of backups put into place as far as the



     21     reporting because I, admittedly, have a lot of



     22     other things going on as far as the union goes, so



     23     I relied on him to make those things happen.  And



     24     so I was not a good reminder on him, but we've had



     25     like three or four different reminders put into
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      1     place.  Everything is there.



      2          I'm big on being held accountable, so I



      3     wouldn't expect a waiver.  But in good conscience,



      4     I couldn't not come and try to seek some sort of



      5     reduction just because it is -- the money that we



      6     have in our PAC isn't put in there for anything



      7     except for by our members on the fire department to



      8     advocate for better working environments, safety,



      9     and good wages and benefits.  We only spend money



     10     when it is to our local politicians.  We don't do



     11     anything really big.  It's not that we don't have



     12     the money.  That's not the problem.



     13          As I said, as a good steward to my members, I



     14     wanted to vouch for our PAC and ask for some mercy



     15     since, like I said, the last time we came before



     16     the committee here I think I was still in high



     17     school, so, you know, it's been a little while.



     18     But I can assure you that we are on top of things



     19     moving forward and we won't be making any more



     20     mistakes.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm sure you can



     22     understand that I don't think it was done



     23     intentionally probably, but, you know, if you come



     24     in and just say, well, cut us a break because we do



     25     good things, we keep our books up, we do this and
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      1     that, then we have to do that for everyone, and



      2     there's no incentive for people to properly follow



      3     the law of campaign finance.



      4          Plus, I see that you had delinquent reports in



      5     '23, in '22, in '20, so this is not a new -- oh,



      6     that's the wrong one?



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, but they were



      8     in --



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, yeah, next page.



     10     So 24 -- you hadn't had one since 2007.  But quite



     11     honestly, when PACs stick around long enough, it



     12     will be repeated because it's easy over the years.



     13     I mean, you started the first one 24 years ago, so



     14     you're going to have that happen to you.  But as



     15     far as justification for us to deviate from the



     16     law, I'm sorry, I don't think it would be



     17     appropriate, though I still love firefighters.



     18          MR. GRIFFIN:  That's all right.  Like I said,



     19     I couldn't not come down and do it.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No, and you did a



     21     fine job.



     22          MR. GRIFFIN:  Yeah.  I'm just a fireman, so



     23     it's kind of --



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move -- thank you.  Our



     25     time is now up, but I move to impose the full
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      1     amount of the penalty plus mailing costs for the



      2     committee.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion and a



      5     second, so the proposed fine is $1,000, mailing



      6     cost of 68 cents.



      7          All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          MR. GRIFFIN:  Thank you so much.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Be careful going home.



     15          MR. GRIFFIN:  Absolutely.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Now we'll go back over to



     17     this side.  If it's okay, I'm just going to go back



     18     and forth, be the most fair, I guess.



     19          MR. KLUTZ:  Good afternoon, Commission.  Zach



     20     Klutz, K-l-u-t-z, with the Taft Law Firm.  I'm here



     21     on behalf and in accordance with the notice of



     22     appearance I filed for Hanning & Bean Enterprises



     23     for Administrative Cause No. 2025-417.



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, the little red



     25     tab in the back of your book is excess
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      1     corporations.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Zach, it's good to



      4     see you again.



      5          MR. KLUTZ:  It's good to see all of you again,



      6     staff and Commission.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Zach, it's odd not to see you



      8     in deal context.



      9          MR. KLUTZ:  That's right.



     10          MS. THOMPSON:  For '22, red tab.  Hanning &



     11     Bean Enterprises, Inc., Cause No. 2025-417,



     12     contributed to the Allen County Republican Party in



     13     the amount of $6,000.  They've never been before



     14     the Commission, and Allen County refunded the



     15     contribution on 5/20/2022.



     16          MR. KLUTZ:  Thank you.  If I might, I have



     17     tabbed reports.  It's just three pages I'd like to



     18     present to you, and I'll walk through it with you.



     19          Again, so our client is Hanning & Bean



     20     Enterprises.  It is a corporation subject to the



     21     lower corporate contribution amounts.  If you look



     22     on Tab 1 at the very top, Hanning & Bean



     23     Enterprises made a contribution in the amount of



     24     $6,000 to the Allen County Republican Party on



     25     May 11th.  This campaign contribution resulted --
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      1     or arose from the principal of Hanning & Bean



      2     calling his staff and saying we've agreed to make a



      3     contribution to the Allen County Republican Party



      4     in the amount of $6,000 by Hanning & Bean.  The



      5     treasury department then cut the check and sent it,



      6     and it was reported on May 11th.



      7          If you flip to Tab 2, on the 20th, our client



      8     realized that the check came from Hanning & Bean



      9     Enterprises as opposed to Hanning & Bean, LLC,



     10     which is another entity that they have which is an



     11     LLC that would not be subject to the $6,000 limits.



     12     So on May 20th, they called the Allen County



     13     Republican Party and asked for a refund.



     14          And then if you look at Tab 3, on the bottom,



     15     you'll see that Hanning & Bean, LLC, the proper



     16     entity that was always intended to give the



     17     contribution, five days later made the



     18     contribution.



     19          This is the first time that this entity has



     20     been before you.  They did believe that, by



     21     notating on the campaign contribution report



     22     contribution returned on the expenditure and then



     23     excess contribution, they deemed that to be a



     24     self-report, I mean, calling it to your attention.



     25     They didn't just say expenditure.  They said this
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      1     was an excess contribution.



      2          In addition, I've confirmed with Hanning &



      3     Bean that they've put training in place for the



      4     treasury group that, when contributions go out, the



      5     check writers clarify is this Hanning & Bean



      6     Enterprises or Hanning & Bean, LLC, to avoid this



      7     situation in the past.



      8          The reason I did not come up for the discount



      9     of the plans is, I know there's been some turnover



     10     on the board, but there is precedent on this board



     11     under the following circumstances:  If it's a



     12     first-time violation, if it was voluntarily



     13     disclosed and the contribution was returned before



     14     we received notice from you all, which this is the



     15     case, and if training occurred to mitigate this in



     16     the future, that the fine has actually been waived.



     17          So that is our request before you guys, and I



     18     did pull the transcript for that precedent just so



     19     you know I'm not making it up.  I would not do that



     20     to you anyway, but if you'd like that, we do have



     21     that.  I just feel like these circumstances fit the



     22     prior precedent of this group.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So just to be clear, you



     24     discovered it yourself, the Election Division staff



     25     did not -- or your client discovered it, the
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      1     Election Division staff did not discover it, you



      2     self-reported and cured?



      3          MR. KLUTZ:  Correct.  This was discovered in



      4     May, nine days after the contribution was made.



      5     The report was not filed to even show you notice of



      6     this until October of that same year, so about six



      7     months later, seven months later -- six months



      8     later, correct.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So the money was



     10     returned and all of that.  What's the complaint?



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, because --



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  What's the alleged



     13     failure?



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, that it was in



     15     excess.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Corporate contribution, excess



     17     corporate contribution, but the result is it's not.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  I mean, it was



     19     returned.  Does the law not allow for receiving



     20     that and then refunding it?



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  That's the question before



     22     you.



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's the point he's



     24     making is that there's -- I mean, the law allows



     25     for a penalty because of an excess contribution,
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      1     and then, yes, there have been hearings before



      2     where this scenario has occurred, that a company,



      3     an entity has realized that they made a



      4     contribution, they contacted the committee, the



      5     candidate, whatever, and said we need our money



      6     back.  And there are other times where it's the



      7     candidate who has figured it out and has refunded



      8     or paid the money back.



      9          MR. KLUTZ:  Correct, or there are scenarios



     10     where we get a letter from you all saying there was



     11     an excess contribution, then we return the money.



     12     And here what we're trying to say is, within nine



     13     days, we realized it came from the wrong entity, we



     14     tried to make notations in the report to



     15     self-report, and we reissued the checks from an



     16     eligible entity.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So when did you get



     18     the letter from the Election Division?



     19          MR. KLUTZ:  So this contribution was done in



     20     2022, and we got the letter relatively recently in



     21     this year.



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  He's trying to be



     23     nice, I can tell.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Mr. Klutz, what's our



     25     precedent again?  What was the outcome of the prior
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      1     case?



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Do you want me to say



      3     it?



      4          MR. KLUTZ:  I've got it.  It's a first-time



      5     violation, the contributor -- the excess



      6     contributor self-reported prior to receiving notice



      7     of the violation, and processes were put in place



      8     to eliminate the administrative error in the



      9     future.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And the fine was waived?



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And it was dismissed.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Or dismissed?



     13          MR. KLUTZ:  And the fine was unanimously



     14     dismissed, correct.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Waived.



     16          MR. KLUTZ:  Or I'm sorry, waived.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move the complaint



     18     be waived.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We have a motion and a second



     21     to waive the penalty.



     22          All those in favor say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      2          Very good.  Thank you.



      3          MR. KLUTZ:  Thank you very much.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And if I might, just for the



      5     new commissioners, just background, Mr. Klutz is



      6     correct.  So what would typically happen with this



      7     report -- or with this contribution made through



      8     our office, once that pre-election report had been



      9     filed in the system, Abbey and Michelle do look for



     10     excess corporate contributions.  That's when they



     11     get a letter saying this is an issue, it's three



     12     times the amount of the overage.  That's the



     13     distinction he was trying to draw is that, in May,



     14     no report had been filed because the pre-election



     15     report would not have been due until October.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Thank you.



     17          MR. KLUTZ:  Thank you.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  When you say Abbey



     19     has to look for over contributions, does the system



     20     not automatically --



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  That one it does, right?



     22          MS. THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Oh, yeah.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So this one it does.



     24          MR. JOHN:  Tom John, Taft Law, appearing on



     25     behalf of MKM Architecture and accompanied by...
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      1          MS. ZWICK:  Megan Zwick.  That's M-e-g-a-n,



      2     Z-w-i-c-k.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, behind that



      4     yellow -- red tab is 2023 excess corporations, and



      5     this is MKM Architecture & Design, Cause



      6     No. 2025-419, contributed to Doden for Indiana in



      7     the amount of $10,000 on two separate



      8     contributions.  They've never been before the



      9     Commission.  It was actually Doden of Indiana that



     10     identified this and self-reported it to the Indiana



     11     Election Division.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  You can go ahead.



     13          MR. JOHN:  This is a similar case to what we



     14     just heard actually.  We have a -- and if you look



     15     at Exhibit E, which is in the back of what you



     16     have, MKM is not a frequent contributor.  That is



     17     actually pulled from the data where there are 12



     18     over the life of what's in the portal, 12



     19     contributions to campaigns, three to political



     20     action committees over the last 20-plus years.



     21          So we are dealing with a company that



     22     occasionally gives, and they had made a commitment



     23     to the Doden campaign to give contributions over a



     24     three-year cycle, $5,000 a year.  One of those was



     25     in June of 2023, and that is in Exhibit B there.
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      1     Then on December 4th, somebody was trying to get



      2     ahead of the game and budgeting was going on and



      3     they said, well, let's just send that other



      4     contribution, not knowing any better.



      5          And that contribution was flagged by the



      6     campaign then as it was going through its process



      7     of ensuring that everything was appropriate.



      8     Frankly, they contacted me.  I said we need to make



      9     sure we disclose it.  Unfortunately, it was after



     10     the period of the filing, so you couldn't actually



     11     do it on the filing that they were preparing at



     12     that point.



     13          So we included the memo that is Exhibit A in



     14     the filing that was made, and the Doden campaign



     15     included that in the filing in January of 2024.



     16     And on January 9th, a day after the excess



     17     contribution was located, it was refunded by the



     18     campaign to MKM.



     19          So similarly, we're dealing with something



     20     that was identified, self-reported, and resolved



     21     within a very short period of time thereafter.  I



     22     mean, the recorded date for the contribution is



     23     December 4th, but I'll note that that was during



     24     the holidays, right, so a lot of people were not



     25     necessarily in the midst of going through all of
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      1     that stuff, and as they got to it after that, it



      2     was realized and it was dealt with.



      3          Also, Ms. Zwick can speak to there have been



      4     processes put in place to ensure this won't happen



      5     again.  Even though they're relatively not frequent



      6     fliers in the campaign contribution state, they



      7     understand the severity and the importance of what



      8     they're doing and are going to ensure through



      9     processes to make sure that they will not have such



     10     an occasion happen again where they would have a



     11     violation like this.



     12          So we would request that the fine be waived.



     13     Obviously the statute gives this board, the



     14     Commission, the ability to do that.  Twenty years



     15     or so ago, I did a few of those when I sat in your



     16     seats, and obviously you just heard about a



     17     precedent from 2018.  So I think this is actually



     18     exactly the sort of case where we would seek the



     19     board's mercy on this matter and ask for waiver.



     20          I'll have Megan speak to the processes and



     21     what's been done to make sure this won't happen



     22     again.



     23          MS. ZWICK:  So best practice at MKM is that we



     24     stay neutral and we don't make these sorts of



     25     political contributions.  Instead, we encourage our
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      1     owners and all of our staff to make their own



      2     individual contributions.  But since that was my



      3     oversight, we have put in place into our internal



      4     payment system to not allocate more than $5,000 in



      5     a calendar year to the political contributions



      6     general ledger account in our systems.  And I know



      7     it's technology.  We can waive that.  But we do



      8     have a prompt to -- as a way to control equality of



      9     what we're doing.



     10          So from an internal standpoint, we have a



     11     process, and we sort of monitor that.  I am a



     12     director of operations at MKM, and I work closely



     13     with our CPA to ensure that nothing like this will



     14     ever happen again.



     15          MR. JOHN:  And it's not possible now to issue



     16     a check without your approval, right, or whoever is



     17     in your position?



     18          MS. ZWICK:  Correct, yes.  All checks written



     19     from MKM bank accounts are processed through me, so



     20     it's not like anybody can willy-nilly write a check



     21     on their own accord.  Everything has to be through



     22     our internal payment system.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Now, this memorandum



     24     that you've provided us, Exhibit A, was sent to the



     25     co-directors of the Election Division on
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      1     January 16th of '24.  You all discovered, from what



      2     this memo says, that an over-contribution had been



      3     made on January 8th of '24, and the only thing



      4     about it is that the donation itself that was the



      5     over-contribution was made on June 22nd, '23.  So



      6     it took about --



      7          MR. JOHN:  No, no.  Sorry.  What happened here



      8     is there were two $5,000 contributions.  The one on



      9     the 23rd of June was completely appropriate.  It



     10     was within the corporate limit.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But the second triggered.



     12          MR. JOHN:  It was the one in December that



     13     triggered this.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  But it was the



     16     campaign that identified the issue, not MKM, right?



     17     So this is very distinguishable from the previous



     18     case because the previous case it was the donor



     19     that recognized the problem and contacted the PAC



     20     to which they made the contribution.  In this case



     21     it's the reverse, right?



     22          MR. JOHN:  That may be true, but oftentimes --



     23     there have been a number of these that happened



     24     over the years that those of you who have been



     25     around know of.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I've been here since



      2     2012, so I'm well aware of those.



      3          MR. JOHN:  Yes.  But --



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'm just pointing out



      5     that you said -- this is not identical.



      6          MR. JOHN:  It is not identical.  I understand



      7     that.  But by the same token, oftentimes many of



      8     those, I believe, were identified by campaigns, as



      9     a practical matter, the ignorance that happens from



     10     the people contributing.



     11          And, frankly, it's -- I know I've got the



     12     manual back there, right, but there are



     13     distinctions between an LLC.  It could be an LLC,



     14     but is it a sub S or is it a partnership, and there



     15     are a lot of traps for them, for the actual



     16     contributors, particularly ones that don't do this



     17     regularly.  If I was here for a PAC that is giving



     18     dozens of checks a year, of course, that would be



     19     something that would be a little different.  But,



     20     in fact, we're talking about somebody that,



     21     throughout the system, has never given more than



     22     one campaign check a year except in this year in



     23     2023.



     24          Also, I'd note just as a matter of -- the



     25     notice on this actually is -- it's an oddity
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      1     because it says for exceeding limits in 2024, which



      2     is not actually what, I presume, was intended.  But



      3     if this were criminal, we'd probably be arguing



      4     whether it's even had notice of it.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So the second page of



      6     your Exhibit A, I'm looking at this list of Doden



      7     for Indiana corporate overage notification history.



      8     What does it mean at the very last one where it



      9     says "Agreement completed"?



     10          MR. JOHN:  Because the Doden campaign had



     11     asked their donors to frankly commit to a certain



     12     amount each year just as a matter of a fund-raising



     13     mechanism, frankly.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So this is asking for



     15     the donation, but this is dated -- I'm not sure



     16     that's right.



     17          MR. JOHN:  I'm sorry.  Which exhibit are



     18     you --



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The second page.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  The second page of



     21     Exhibit A.



     22          MR. JOHN:  Oh, so that is just simply the



     23     DocuSign that this was filed.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Right.  I'm asking,



     25     what's the "Agreement completed"?
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      1          MR. JOHN:  Oh, well, that's -- anytime you do



      2     DocuSign, this is the paper trail that DocuSign



      3     produces as your electronic proof of what --



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It has nothing to do with the



      5     contribution.



      6          MR. JOHN:  It has nothing to do with the



      7     contribution.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Just the filing of



      9     the --



     10          MR. JOHN:  Sorry.  Yeah, this --



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Just the creation of this.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  That's what I'm



     13     wondering, yeah.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.  So it's not legally --



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Right.



     16          MR. JOHN:  I'm sorry.  I misunderstood what



     17     you were -- this is simply a receipt to show that,



     18     because it was filed electronically through a



     19     DocuSign, that it's actually the signature that was



     20     done.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I see.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Perhaps you answered this,



     24     but I just wanted to clarify, there wasn't an



     25     agreement between MKM and the Doden campaign for
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      1     subsequent contribution which would be in violation



      2     of law, right?



      3          MR. JOHN:  No, no.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  All right.  That's fine.



      5          MR. JOHN:  They had committed in probably 2022



      6     to give the campaign $5,000 a year, and when we say



      7     "agreement," it's not like there was a contractual



      8     obligation.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Understood.



     10          MR. JOHN:  Just like anytime you often see in



     11     political fund-raising somebody says, Hey, I'm with



     12     you, I'll give you this much in this period of



     13     time.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any other thoughts,



     15     questions?



     16          If not, we need a motion.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, can I ask



     18     another question?



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So, in other words,



     21     in your case, going back to Suzannah's point, it



     22     was the donor who discovered the error, not the



     23     campaign?



     24          MR. JOHN:  No, it was the campaign.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  It was the campaign.
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      1     Okay.  So then they took action to deal with it,



      2     self-reported, refunded, and all of that, right?



      3          MR. JOHN:  Yeah, in communication because,



      4     honestly, they identified it, and I'm not sure they



      5     knew that the client was a sub S.  And so I think



      6     they verified, realized it was a violation, and



      7     then did it.  So, I mean, it was in communication



      8     with MKM throughout.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do they now have



     10     something in place that says, when they get the



     11     donation in from obviously a business entity, to



     12     ask them what corporate form they have?



     13          MR. JOHN:  Well, the campaign --



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is over.



     15          MR. JOHN:  -- didn't do that.  Yeah, it's



     16     over.  But, yeah, and, in fact, that's what flagged



     17     it, I think, is if there wasn't evidence or



     18     notation of form, then the question was asked.  The



     19     question was asked, and that led to...



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I would ask our former -- or



     21     the commissioners who have been on for a little



     22     longer than Beth and I, so there was a distinction



     23     made between the donor and the campaign



     24     self-reporting from a precedential perspective.



     25     What's the significance or relevance of that for
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      1     the purposes of dismissal or waiver?



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, just what we've



      3     done in the past was, if the party before us is the



      4     one that self-disclosed, that's when we -- or



      5     self-identified and then corrected it, took steps



      6     to correct it, that's -- and, I mean, there have



      7     been instances where it's the donor, but it's --



      8     where it's been corrected and before us.  But where



      9     we've done a complete waiver, I think that's



     10     generally the party before us, they discovered it,



     11     disclosed it, took care of it.  It wasn't that



     12     someone had to bring it to their attention.



     13          So in this case it's that someone had to bring



     14     it to their attention, and it was then that entity,



     15     so the campaign -- I don't even know who.  The



     16     campaign was the one that -- the campaign



     17     identified it, and the campaign corrected it by



     18     refunding it to them, but it wasn't MKM that really



     19     actually took steps to correct the situation.  So



     20     that's just something we weigh in terms of the



     21     waiver.



     22          So it's -- I mean, because of that in this



     23     case, I would not support waiving the penalty.



     24     That doesn't mean I'm not amenable to kind of



     25     reducing the penalty, but in this case I don't
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      1     think it -- it's not the same situation, and I



      2     don't think I'd support waiver, complete waiver.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thank you for the



      4     clarification.  I guess my perspective on this



      5     matter is it wasn't brought to their attention by



      6     the Election Division staff, and so we want to



      7     encourage this sort of thing, I'm sure you would



      8     agree.  We want to encourage people to come forward



      9     and self-report, so --



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Either party to self-report.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Either party, yeah, anyone,



     12     yeah.  So I would be inclined to dismiss, but I



     13     think I'm also open to do some sort of reduction.



     14     I guess I'll ask the petitioner, if we were not



     15     inclined to dismiss your case, what is it that you



     16     would ask for specifically as a reduction?



     17          MR. JOHN:  Well, first of all, I would argue



     18     this is appropriate, and I would argue it's



     19     somewhat a distinction without a difference insofar



     20     as if you're talking about self-reporting as making



     21     sure it happens.  So what if somebody called -- in



     22     a different scenario, let's say there's an error



     23     with the campaign finance report, which, once



     24     again, if corrected before it's actually issued a



     25     violation, if it's something that's amenable to --
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Could I interrupt you?



      2          MR. JOHN:  Yes.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'm going to make a motion to



      4     waive or dismiss the --



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I have a -- I think



      6     it's excellent they self -- that they reported.  I



      7     think that's great.  But what I do have a problem



      8     with is this distinction.  If the company had never



      9     come back to them, and they had the obligation to



     10     be checking for it -- and this campaign, by the



     11     way, is still open.  They may not be doing anything



     12     right now, but it's still open.  And so because --



     13     the campaign committee has not been closed, I'm



     14     told anyway.



     15          So it's that first part of it.  The campaign



     16     should have been looking for it.  It's the fact



     17     that -- like the case we just did, they were a



     18     little bit -- that one they looked for it and there



     19     was tardiness, not much, but in there.  This one,



     20     the campaign didn't look for it at all.



     21          MR. JOHN:  No.  The campaign did look for it.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.  The campaign -- it's the



     23     opposite.



     24          MR. JOHN:  The campaign identified it.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The campaign identified it.

�



                                                          148



      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I know the campaign



      2     identified it after the company notified them about



      3     it.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  There's a motion.



      7     Can you --



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.  I want to just for the



      9     record move to dismiss this claim against the



     10     campaign.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Waive.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Waive.  My apologies.  I move



     13     to waive this violation against the campaign.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'll second that.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  And could I just -- I



     16     think what I would just say is that Ms. Nussmeyer



     17     reminded me that actually I was wrong about what I



     18     said about previously, so we have actually waived



     19     the penalty in situations like this as well.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  At this point we'll



     21     take a vote on that motion.  All those in favor of



     22     waiving the penalty say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Karen?



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, I agree.  I vote



      3     for it.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      5          MR. JOHN:  Thank you.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.  Okay.  Now I'm



      7     going to switch over here.



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  We're ready.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, he's going to have to



     10     wait.  You're going to have to wait a minute.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We're going to go with these



     13     guys next.



     14          Thank you for being patient.



     15          MR. RATHNOW:  Oh, yeah.  Thank you guys.  Good



     16     afternoon.  My name is Greg Rathnow, G-r-e-g,



     17     R-a-t-h-n-o-w.  I'm here with Rathnow for Indiana,



     18     Cause No. 2025-6809-209.



     19          MS. THOMPSON:  That will be page 116.  This is



     20     Rathnow for Indiana, Cause No. 2025-6809-209.  It



     21     has a civil penalty of $150.73.  This is the first



     22     time before the Commission.



     23          MR. RATHNOW:  Thank you.  And so I'm just here



     24     because I was one that received the letter that



     25     said January 20th.  I filed on -- I put it -- quite
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      1     frankly, I did not even notice that it said 2021.



      2     I put January 20th in my calendar.  I filed on



      3     January 17th and got a notification immediately



      4     that said I was late.



      5          And at that time I reached out to co-counsel



      6     and asked what to do, and their advice at that time



      7     was hold on to your letters and present your case



      8     before the Commission.  So admittedly, I guess, I



      9     didn't contact the right people to get put on the



     10     list from earlier today, but I did reach out to



     11     counsel.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move to dismiss



     13     the penalty.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Or waive, waive,



     16     waive, waive, waive the penalty.  Sorry.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I kind of like this.  It's



     18     going to be another action we're going to take.



     19     No, I'm kidding.



     20          Okay.  There's been a motion and a second to



     21     waive this penalty.  All those in favor say "aye."



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Aye.



     25          Opposed.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, aye.  Sorry.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.



      3          MR. RATHNOW:  Thank you so much.



      4          MR. McVEY:  Hello.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hello.



      6          MR. McVEY:  Tim McVey, T-i-m, M-c-V-e-y, Cause



      7     No. 2025-7894-384 and -387.  I'm requesting a



      8     waive.  I'll just kind of go over just kind of a



      9     time line of things that happened, maybe a short



     10     time line.  Beginning of April, I met with a



     11     company --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold one second.  We just



     13     need to catch up with you here.



     14          MR. McVEY:  I'm sorry.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  Page 208 and 210.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I think we are good



     17     now.



     18          MR. McVEY:  Okay.  So quick time line.  The



     19     beginning of April, I met with a company about



     20     doing some mailers for my campaign.  At that time



     21     we scheduled for mailers to go out on April 15th



     22     and April 20th.



     23          Then I, at the same time, scheduled for



     24     transfers from my personal bank account to be made



     25     to my campaign bank account, and kind of out of
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      1     sight, out of mind.  On the 11th of April, my



      2     mother went to the hospital for pneumonia.  On the



      3     12th, my basement flooded and I had to create a



      4     claim.  I have both a bank statement for the



      5     transfers that were made and the claim number for



      6     the basement.  And then on the 15th, my mother



      7     passed away, which was the same date as my first



      8     mailer was scheduled to go out and the same day as



      9     the first transfer that was supposed to be made.



     10          After that, it was just kind of my campaign



     11     came to a halt because of my mother's death.  I was



     12     the oldest child, had to take care of everything,



     13     completely spaced the fact that I had to file these



     14     CFA-11 reports, and yeah.  I eventually got one in



     15     before the full fee amount hit, but the other one,



     16     unfortunately, I didn't make it.  So I'm just



     17     asking for mercy for the fee to be waived.  I have



     18     my mother's death certificate too, but this is the



     19     original copy.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is there a reason why you



     21     didn't take the deal?  This is your first



     22     violation, right?



     23          MR. McVEY:  Yeah, yeah.  I wanted to see if I



     24     could get the full amount waived for the



     25     circumstance because I didn't -- I mean --
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  It's closed.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So when were the



      3     reports due?



      4          MR. McVEY:  April 17th and April 22nd.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Because then I



      7     don't have any dates.  And you filed them when?



      8          MR. McVEY:  I believe I filed them both --



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  May 8th.



     10          MR. McVEY:  Yeah, which would have been maybe



     11     right after the election day when I closed my



     12     campaign committee.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And --



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Do you have any funds



     15     in your campaign account?



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  The committee is closed.



     17          MR. McVEY:  No.  I closed the campaign account



     18     as well.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So in that case is he



     20     personally responsible?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  I believe so, yes.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Do you have an LLC?  Is the



     23     campaign an LLC or is it a sole proprietorship?



     24          MR. McVEY:  It's solely me.  I financed, did



     25     everything on my own for the campaign, so...
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I'm with my



      2     colleague over here.  Why didn't you take the deal?



      3     I mean, you knew you were late.  You admit that you



      4     were late, and you could have gotten it paid off



      5     25 percent of that amount.



      6          MR. McVEY:  Right.  I don't disagree.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And I appreciate,



      8     very much appreciate, the tragedies that you've had



      9     to deal with and your mind is in another state.



     10     Did you have a treasurer?



     11          MR. McVEY:  No.  It was me.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  All right.  Then, you



     13     know -- and I'm sorry it was just you.  They were



     14     due -- what date did you say your mother died?



     15          MR. McVEY:  The 15th of April.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  4/15 and, yeah, two



     17     days on that one and the 22nd on the other one.



     18     And had she been ill before then?



     19          MR. McVEY:  No.  It was unexpected.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You know, I wish you



     21     had taken the deal.  That's why we offer it is that



     22     when people get -- because technically, under law,



     23     while we have the discretion to adjust the amounts



     24     like with the deal, we don't have any discretion to



     25     determine if there has been a violation of the law.
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      1     And no matter what happened, there was a violation



      2     of the law.  So now our question is, we find that



      3     there was a violation, how much do we assess to you



      4     or do we waive the complaint.



      5          MR. McVEY:  I understand.  I'm just asking for



      6     the mercy.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I would move that we



      8     give him the 25 percent penalty.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd second that.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  25 percent penalty?  Okay.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  25 percent penalty.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So that would be -- so



     13     the one is 1,000, and the other one is 850.



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $462.50.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  Say that again.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $462.50.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Is that --



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  $463.86.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So there's been a



     20     motion and a second to take it to the 25 percent



     21     because this is your first time before the



     22     Commission for a total of $463.86.



     23          All those in favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      3          Thank you.



      4          MR. McVEY:  Thank you.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  You can go next, and



      6     then we'll switch back over.



      7          MR. BARIE:  Good afternoon.  Oliver Barie,



      8     O-l-i-v-e-r, B-a-r-i-e, here on behalf of my client



      9     Clean Slate Technology Group, Cause No. 2022-418.



     10          MS. THOMPSON:  That's behind your red tab.



     11          This was Clean Slate?



     12          MR. BARIE:  That's correct.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  The 2023 excess



     14     corporation.  This is Clean Slate Technology Group,



     15     Cause No. 2025-418, contributed to Diego for



     16     Indiana in the amount of $9,000.  Clean Slate



     17     Technology Group self-reported this to the Indiana



     18     Election Division.



     19          MR. BARIE:  Thank you.  If I may, I believe



     20     our case is most similar to the Hanning & Bean case



     21     you heard previously today.  We did self-report.



     22     Upon Clean Slate's first contribution to Diego, I



     23     was retained as counsel to advise them for going



     24     ahead on campaign contributions.



     25          When reviewing their first contribution, I
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      1     realized quickly that this was in excess of the



      2     $5,000 limit, and so I immediately counseled them



      3     to self-report this violation.  And we did so



      4     within -- the formal self-report was in February,



      5     but we contacted you folks, I think, about a month



      6     to 45 days after the violation was realized and



      7     since worked quickly with the Diego for Indiana



      8     campaign account to amend the report and refund the



      9     contribution.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So the -- and



     11     you are with the --



     12          MR. BARIE:  I am counsel for Clean Slate



     13     Technology Group.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So you



     15     discovered the error -- the contribution was made



     16     on 6/30/23?



     17          MR. BARIE:  That's correct.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And then in February



     19     of '24, is that when you --



     20          MR. BARIE:  That's when we sent the formal



     21     self-report letter.  However, on August 7th, we



     22     contacted -- August 7th of 2023, we contacted Diego



     23     for Indiana campaign.  And then, on August 8th, I



     24     called, as counsel on behalf of CSTG, the Election



     25     Division to ask -- to state the issue and the
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      1     violation and then also what next steps are and how



      2     we work to rectify this immediately.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And if I might ask the staff,



      4     they would have had a semiannual report due?  If



      5     the contribution was made on June 30, 2023, they



      6     would have a --



      7          MS. TAYLOR:  The Diego committee, yes, had a



      8     report due by July 15th, yes.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  And then did you



     10     identify the excessive --



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  That's not -- no.  We wouldn't



     12     have done it at that time.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So --



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  You would have done it at the



     15     end of the year.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So Diego for Indiana



     18     committee included it in their July report?



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  I assume, yes.



     20          MR. BARIE:  Yes, July 17th.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So they didn't catch



     22     it?



     23          MR. BARIE:  No, ma'am.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  They didn't catch it



     25     at all until --
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      1          MR. BARIE:  Until we reported them -- or until



      2     we called them and --



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And it took until February?



      4          MR. BARIE:  It took some time to make contact



      5     with the campaign account, with the Diego for



      6     Indiana campaign.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Really?



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  What do you mean by that?



      9          MR. BARIE:  We did not get a call or an email.



     10     The first contact response was February 7th I



     11     received an email finally connecting me with the



     12     treasurer that could help us rectify the reports.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So like six months later?



     14          MR. BARIE:  Yes.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And after that then,



     16     do you know, did Diego go ahead then and report it?



     17          MR. BARIE:  Yes.  Included in the packet I



     18     think I provided --



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, sorry.



     20          MR. BARIE:  No.  You're fine.  You're fine.  I



     21     think it's the last -- towards the very end, the



     22     last two pages, is the amended report where it



     23     shows a refunded contribution.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm just a bit



     25     perturbed because we have spent all day telling
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      1     everyone who's coming in here that you've got to



      2     follow these rules, you've got to follow these



      3     rules, and yet our chief election officer didn't



      4     catch it and didn't respond to you for six months.



      5     Now, that's not your problem, and I won't -- I will



      6     stop there because the question before us today is



      7     do we fine your company.



      8          MR. BARIE:  I'm simply outside counsel for the



      9     company, just for the record.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  What kind of work



     11     does Clean Slate do?



     12          MR. BARIE:  Clean Slate -- that's a great



     13     question.  My understanding, and I am no expert,



     14     they are behind-the-scenes software, so they work



     15     with Amazon web services to put back-end technology



     16     together.  That is about as far as I could tell



     17     you.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, you just said a



     19     bunch of words, and I have no idea what you said.



     20          MR. BARIE:  That's kind of how I feel too.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  There's also a



     22     substance abuse recovery business called Clean



     23     Slate.



     24          MR. BARIE:  That is not my client.



     25          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I just realized the
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      1     different --



      2          MR. BARIE:  And just for the record too, since



      3     being retained as counsel, first and foremost, we



      4     identified the issue.  We reported it to you folks



      5     right away.  And since then, I have advised them



      6     strictly that they are to use a subsidiary company



      7     that they have that is an LLC, and I have advised



      8     that going forward any contributions would be best



      9     served through the LLC, as they do not have any



     10     limits like a C corp.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Do we have any precedent on



     12     these sorts of things where there's been a



     13     significant delay after the contribution was made?



     14     Just asking our previous members here, members who



     15     have served a long time.



     16          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Madam Chair, members of the



     17     Commission, yes, because it is contingent upon the



     18     committee that received the contribution to give



     19     the refund.  There is no requirement for that



     20     committee to ever give it back.  The corporate



     21     contributor can ask for it.  A lot of the times for



     22     folks who at least come up here, that's always been



     23     a matter of course.  Of course, that can happen at



     24     any time.  You've got to contact the treasurer, get



     25     an agreement, get them to cut the check and send it
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      1     back.



      2          So I can't point to anything definitive, and,



      3     of course, I think anyone else who has been here



      4     for some time, we could probably dig through



      5     records and find that.  But it's going to be based



      6     on conversation that you have in getting the



      7     chairman, the treasurer of that committee to agree



      8     to refund that particular amount.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thank you.  Thank you for



     10     that.  And let me just ask a follow-up question,



     11     which is, I understand it's a violation of the



     12     donor making the excessive contribution, but are



     13     you saying that the campaign doesn't have an



     14     obligation to promptly return, or it does?



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  It does not.



     17          MR. KOCHEVAR:  No.  They have no legal



     18     obligation to return it at all.  They could say,



     19     Yeah, thanks for letting us know, we're keeping the



     20     money.  That is a possibility.  I don't know if



     21     that's ever happened before.  I cannot attest to



     22     that, but I know legally --



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Because the company is liable.



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  Correct.



     25          MR. BARIE:  Our initial request was a refund

�



                                                          163



      1     of the overage, so $4,000 because it was $9,000.



      2     Upon making contact, they said they were just going



      3     to refund the entire contribution, which we said



      4     that's fine, but that gave us the ability to then



      5     formally self-report and tell you folks that this



      6     happened, we are working to correct it, and we have



      7     confirmation that we received the refund.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Regardless of whether



      9     the campaign committee has to refund it or not,



     10     does the campaign committee have an obligation to



     11     let -- to file something that says I got over --



     12          MR. KOCHEVAR:  No.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, that is



     14     absolutely ridiculous.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's the only thing



     16     in our election law that is.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  We found the one thing.



     18          MR. KOCHEVAR:  If I may too, and that's why --



     19     I mean, you've heard about our system today and how



     20     old it is and everything, but the one thing that



     21     still does, I think, work with our system is that



     22     it is still built to allow the statute to search



     23     for the corporate entities, the ones that are held



     24     to those contribution limitations and find them for



     25     them to create these type of reports for you all.
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      1          MR. BARIE:  And just for the full picture, I



      2     know the CEO used his business corporate card



      3     online to make this contribution, but for whatever



      4     reason he told me he typed in the corporation name,



      5     but he also typed in his first and last name as



      6     CEO, and that is what showed up on the contribution



      7     record.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  His name?



      9          MR. BARIE:  Yeah, the first and last name.  So



     10     if you were just looking at it, you wouldn't see it



     11     register contributed as a corporation.  However, I



     12     specifically asked my client, Did you do this



     13     individually, did you do this through the company.



     14     He said, We used a business card.  I said, Are you



     15     an LLC.  They said no.  I said, We have a problem.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, that's the



     17     campaign's website, though, that you go to to make



     18     the donation to, correct?



     19          MR. BARIE:  That's correct.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So they are the ones



     21     that set that up, so if it's not coming up and



     22     showing up, that is the campaign's way that they



     23     have it set up.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But, I mean, they wouldn't



     25     know what credit card you're using.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No, but the name that



      2     it goes under.  The credit card, you have to put



      3     the user name, but this one they also asked for an



      4     individual name who is making the donation, and in



      5     this case they --



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It came up as --



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  So --



      8          MR. BARIE:  So for all those reasons, we're



      9     asking for a waiver, given the precedent.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm still struggling



     11     with this thing about not having to pay it back.



     12     Do we have any idea how many people,



     13     over-contributions have been made and how many



     14     campaigns have gotten to keep that money?



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Why do we have the



     17     law?



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'm going to move



     19     that we waive the penalty --



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'll second.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  -- because this seems



     22     consistent.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.  I'll second that.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion and a



     25     second to waive the penalty.  All those in favor
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      1     say "aye."



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      6          Okay.  Very good.



      7          MR. BARIE:  Thank you, Commission.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Thank you for giving



      9     us an interesting talking point.



     10          MR. BARIE:  We try.



     11          MR. ERLER:  Thank you.  Again, Mike Erler,



     12     Michael Erler, E-r-l-e-r, and it's for the



     13     Indiana -- for the Excellent Government for Indiana



     14     PAC.  And you mentioned that we've had three



     15     incidents, and I've checked with our chairperson.



     16     Only he and I could have done that, I think.



     17     Neither of us did.  This PAC lasted about two



     18     months, March and April of '19.  We did our



     19     pre-election after that.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Can you remind -- I'm sorry.



     21     Excuse me.  Can you remind us what page this is.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  It starts on 33-34.  They're on



     23     three different pages, so we'll just start.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it's Excellent --



     25          MR. ERLER:  I've got five, or is that not what
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      1     you mean?



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  Five pages.  I'm sorry.  Yes.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is this the fourth time or



      4     the fifth time?



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  This is the fifth time.  Now, you



      6     only have the last five listed because that's all



      7     there is room for on the page.



      8          MR. ERLER:  Right.  I wondered why.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Excellent Government for



     10     Indiana.  Okay.



     11          MR. ERLER:  Yeah.  There were 14 of them



     12     because we thought we had finalized it.  We



     13     disbanded it back right after that primary because



     14     the fellows that were raising the money and the



     15     candidates they were -- the PAC was supporting



     16     didn't make it through the primary, so they



     17     stopped.  And we thought we marked our pre-election



     18     2019 report as final, but we didn't.  I can tell we



     19     didn't.  I looked at it.



     20          Ever since, neither he nor I have heard



     21     anything.  This came to me this time.  The envelope



     22     actually had my address on it, and so I knew it.



     23     This just came to me on the 4th.  I was always



     24     living there.  Now, he, after that, moved to Utah,



     25     came back here about a year ago, so I don't know if
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      1     that had anything to do with it.  And we had a



      2     P.O. Box, which maybe these were going to.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  Probably.



      4          MR. ERLER:  But when you say we've already



      5     done this three times, I looked at that.  We



      6     didn't.



      7          MS. TAYLOR:  So you paid a settlement



      8     agreement on a 2018 report.  The 2018 pre-election



      9     report you paid $100 settlement agreement.  The



     10     other three were June 24th of 2021, and that would



     11     have been the 2019 annual, 2020 preprimary, 2020



     12     pre-elect, late 2020 annual.



     13          And then the next hearing was September 9th of



     14     2022, and that was two more causes, which would



     15     have been the 2021 annual and the 2022 preprimary.



     16     There was a hearing September -- I'm sorry --



     17     August 11th of 2023 and the next three causes,



     18     which would have been the '22 pre-elect, the '22



     19     annual, and the '23 pre-elect.  Today's causes are



     20     the '23 pre-elect, the '23 annual, the '24



     21     preprimary, '24 pre-elect, and the '24 annual.



     22          You got the notice at your house because your



     23     committee failed to file reports for the last three



     24     years and had a balance of $1,000 or less and we



     25     were going to administratively dissolve you.  By
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      1     law, we mailed notice to the chair and treasurer.



      2     You had a separate address listed to your home.



      3     That's why --



      4          MR. ERLER:  That's the first I've heard of it.



      5     What do you mean?  There was no money in the



      6     account after that.  I mean, the final report



      7     showed zero.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But you still have to file



      9     even if there's no --



     10          MR. ERLER:  Well, I know.  We didn't mark it



     11     final.  That was our mistake.  But nobody, he nor



     12     I, have heard anything since.  There was no



     13     connection.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  The mail we've been sending to



     15     the P.O. Box, if it wasn't checked closed, I mean,



     16     we're --



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  There's no way for you to



     18     know.



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  Right.



     20          MR. ERLER:  There's no what?



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  If you had a P.O. Box and



     22     obviously mail was continuing to go there, from



     23     their perspective, there would be no way for them



     24     to know.



     25          MR. ERLER:  That got closed.  I just can't say
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      1     when.  But --



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But then there was no



      3     notification made, so obviously if mail is still



      4     going there...



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  I mean, we have boxes upstairs of



      6     returned mail.  I'm happy to go grab the boxes and



      7     we can all sing Kumbaya and look for them.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Just to be clear, though, it



      9     is the committee's obligation to provide a notice



     10     address.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, correct, correct.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So if they've changed their



     13     notice address --



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You needed to let us know.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  -- then you need to let the



     16     Division know.



     17          MR. ERLER:  Yeah.  But we thought we had



     18     already filed our final.  That's the problem.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And that's my



     20     question.  So when you say you thought you had



     21     filed the final, did you think you had closed the



     22     committee down?



     23          MR. ERLER:  Uh-huh.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And what steps did



     25     you take to close the committee down?
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      1          MR. ERLER:  Filed the final.  There was no



      2     money in the bank account, so...



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So you just checked a



      4     box -- all you had to do was check a box on the



      5     final annual report and that would be it?



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And until then you had never



      7     gotten your mail?



      8          MR. ERLER:  I don't think that form had that,



      9     but you were supposed to do something similar.



     10          MS. NUSSMEYER:  You're supposed to mark the



     11     final disband box.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  A final disband box.



     13     Okay.  So --



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  But they still had dollar



     15     amounts.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You still have money



     17     in the account?



     18          MR. ERLER:  No.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.  So the last report --



     20     and, Abbey, correct me if I'm wrong.  You're going



     21     to look?



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  Well, it's in archives.  It was



     23     before 2018, so state archives has --



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There's nothing on the



     25     website?  I thought if we were going to
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      1     administratively disband, it needed to be less than



      2     $1,000.



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  I have since loaded the



      4     committees themselves since he got this notice.



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  So he has $1,000 or less, we



      6     were going to administratively --



      7          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Because the website --



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Guys, remember we've



      9     a court reporter.  You're talking over each other.



     10     One of you -- sorry.  I didn't mean to -- someone



     11     can talk but one at a time.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  Who has a laptop that allows



     13     pop-ups because my phone won't --



     14          MS. WARYCHA:  I got you.  What do you need?



     15          MR. ERLER:  There you go.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  In an effort to keep this



     17     moving, I think maybe we should do what we did with



     18     Senator Young.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Well, so I know there's



     20     two minutes left on the clock.  Do you have any



     21     additional evidence to present before this



     22     Commission?



     23          MR. ERLER:  Seven checks came in in a 60-day



     24     period.  Four checks went out.  They each total



     25     sixteen six.  It was zero after that.  We filed our
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      1     pre-election after that, and we thought we were



      2     good.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  And there's no



      4     activity since then?



      5          MR. ERLER:  Exactly.  I just did all 14



      6     subsequent reports Sunday.  Took about ten minutes



      7     to do all of them.  So we made the mistake of not



      8     properly reporting that we had disbanded, granted,



      9     but we never heard anything after that, didn't have



     10     any basis on which to think we should do anything



     11     else.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  The last report filed was the



     13     2019 pre-elect report filed October 17th of 2019,



     14     and there was a zero dollar balance.  He filed it



     15     online and did not check the box that this is the



     16     final report, but it was filed online.



     17          MR. ERLER:  Okay.  I agree with all that.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  I'd like to



     19     make a motion.  Since there's been nothing done



     20     with this account, no money coming in, no money



     21     going out, I would like to make a motion -- and his



     22     failure is that he failed to check the box that



     23     said disband the committee, which was obviously the



     24     intent.  So it's now been disbanded, there is no



     25     committee, there's nothing going on, so I move to
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      1     waive the charges.



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd second that.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I wouldn't be inclined to do



      5     that given that this is the fifth violation that



      6     this gentleman's committee has had before this



      7     Commission.  I understand that there's not been



      8     money in and out, but there's no way for the public



      9     to know what's happening unless there's actually



     10     reports that are filed timely.  I'm not inclined to



     11     support --



     12          MR. ERLER:  May I ask something?  These were



     13     referred to as settlements?



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We need to take a vote.



     15     There was a motion and a second.  So a motion and a



     16     second to waive the fees.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Are we not having



     18     discussion after the second?  We can do discussion.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Go ahead.  I'm sorry.



     20          MR. ERLER:  I think I heard it said that these



     21     things that happened throughout the years --



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So the five that



     23     you're referring to -- the five that you're



     24     referring to are the ones, the new ones or the



     25     prior ones?
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  Old ones, '18 and '19, '18 and



      2     '19 reports that were heard in '19 and '21, '22,



      3     '23.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'm just trying to be



      5     equitable to folks that --



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Sure.  All right.  I



      7     want to amend my motion.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'd like to make a motion



      9     myself.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We have to vote on this one



     11     before we can --



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Or you can move to



     13     amend that.  It's on the floor, so -- but what is



     14     his total owed right now as it stands?



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  There's five causes.  They're



     16     each $1,000.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So that's $5,000.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  $5,000 plus whatever the mail



     19     cost is going from 66 cents to 78 cents.



     20          MR. ERLER:  And am I entitled to ask a



     21     question after your second?



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Not right now.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you want to amend



     24     my motion?



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I would be inclined to make a
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      1     motion to go full freight and impose the full



      2     amount just because there's not been a compelling



      3     reason to, other than the fact that there's not



      4     been transactions happening, to make any sort of



      5     discount to the amount given by law.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, and if I -- so



      7     we're still having discussion.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So when we talk about



     10     precedent, I know in the past where we have



     11     committees that have disbanded that have for



     12     whatever reason not -- I mean, I should say they've



     13     been inactive but they hadn't closed their account



     14     or they hadn't taken some other steps, and we have



     15     said if you go and close the account, if you close



     16     this committee, that we have waived the penalties



     17     in those situations.



     18          MR. WESTERCAMP:  In full?



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yes, we have.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And only because



     21     their bank account had been closed by a certain



     22     date.  The committee, they weren't doing anything.



     23     Nothing had been done after a date.  And in this



     24     case, like she said, we usually tell them go close



     25     your committee by this date to show us that there
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      1     really is nothing here, but they've already done



      2     it.  They've already closed it.



      3          Now, in light of the five prior violations



      4     before all this happened, if you want to do a --



      5     I'd be willing to do a reduction in fee to just



      6     make the point in case they do this in the future



      7     just to, I don't know, 250, 300.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  A $300 fine or $250 fine?



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah, $250 fine or



     10     $300 fine.  We've waived everything in the past,



     11     but we can.  We have discretion.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'd be interested in knowing



     13     what our chair thinks because you haven't spoken



     14     yet.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, I would probably be



     16     inclined to vote for the waiving, not because I



     17     don't think it's complete negligence that -- I



     18     don't know if your address has changed.  Obviously



     19     we all move around.  There's issues.



     20          MR. ERLER:  No.  I was always here.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But that's not the



     22     Commission's and the staff's problem when you



     23     change your address and close a P.O. Box or



     24     whatever.  So I do think that that's on you and we



     25     shouldn't have to adjust accordingly because
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      1     everybody has their own set of issues.



      2          However, I think if it has been in the past to



      3     waive, I agree.  And there's no money, so it is you



      4     personally then having to do this, so I would



      5     probably be inclined to support waiving.  To me,



      6     the 250 or 300 seems very arbitrary to just pick a



      7     number, and I don't like the way that feels, so,



      8     yeah, I will probably vote for the motion that's on



      9     the floor.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And then my question



     11     is for one of our co-directors here.  Does it take



     12     all four of us?  Brad's nodding his head.  So we



     13     all four have to agree.  All four agree to waive,



     14     all four agree to levy a fine.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Correct.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And what happens if



     17     we don't have all four?  Nothing happens?



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  No action taken.



     19          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Actually I will correct.  It



     20     takes three of you to levy a fine because that's



     21     just by majority.  Really you need three votes



     22     under statute.  To waive, because that's under the



     23     3-9-4-18, the law says that all four members must



     24     vote to waive or reduce the proposed penalty.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And so then if you
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      1     only have three -- and that's the vote that Brad



      2     says everybody has to be onboard for, to waive



      3     requires four, and if you only have three, then it



      4     becomes -- if you only have three, then it becomes



      5     a no action?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Which means nothing



      8     happens with it?



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The full fine.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  We don't have to



     11     bring him back or anything else?  It just --



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No.  The fine.



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The fine still exists.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, the fine still



     15     exists.  Okay.  The full fine exists.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Then what, it comes up again



     17     later?



     18          MR. KING:  If you choose to put it on the



     19     agenda.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, we probably



     21     ought to vote.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can I just ask one more



     23     question?



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So this is back in 2019.  How
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      1     are we dealing with this in 2025?



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Because this committee was not



      3     closed until recently, correct?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Last weekend.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Last week.  The committee



      6     stayed open the whole time.  He filed the last



      7     report in 2019 with a zero dollar balance, but he



      8     failed to mark the final disband box, which is the



      9     way they communicate -- committees communicate with



     10     us that their committee is closed.  We have no



     11     other way of knowing.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's what makes it



     13     for me.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And you say there has been



     15     precedent where we have dismissed this where there



     16     haven't been any transactions?



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Right, exactly, where



     18     it's clear that the committee is not active, not



     19     going to be active.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Then let's go ahead and vote.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  There's a motion and a



     22     second to waive all of the penalties.  All those in



     23     favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      3          Okay.



      4          MR. ERLER:  Thank you very much.  I tried to



      5     get from the bank an archived record of the bank



      6     account, and it's so old it's taking them a while



      7     to grant.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Have a good evening.



      9          MR. ERLER:  Thank you.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Go ahead.



     11          MR. AKE:  Good afternoon.  Thank you.  My name



     12     is James Ake, A-k-e.  I'm a treasurer of a -- and



     13     I'm the -- the matter -- the cause number -- got to



     14     get my glasses -- is 2025-7767-122, and it's the



     15     matter of Americans Against Progressive Elitist



     16     Policies.  And you have claimed that we failed to



     17     report finance -- filing financing reports.  The



     18     issue is whether we should be assessed a civil



     19     penalty for failing to file a campaign report with



     20     the Indiana Election Commission.  I'll just read



     21     this, but I can shorten it up.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Wait a minute.  Can



     23     we get the page number?



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  The first one is on page 69,



     25     American Against Progressive Elitist Policies.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Are there others?



      2          MS. THOMPSON:  Pretty much similar to the



      3     other one, there's five of them.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  So I'm sorry.  Just,



      5     Michelle, 2024 annual, 2024 pre-elect, 2024



      6     preprimary, 2023 annual, 2023 pre-elect, those are



      7     the five reports that you say were not filed on



      8     time?



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  Let me check.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I thought she meant



     11     there were five causes.



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There are five causes, but



     13     those align with those reports.



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  Yes.  Aligned with these



     15     reports, correct.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And they were all $1,000 plus



     17     66 cents or 78 cents for mailing?



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  Yes.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  Thank you.  So we're



     20     looking at a total fine of $5,000 plus mailing



     21     costs.



     22          MR. AKE:  And so the notice of hearing was not



     23     sent to the resident agent of our corporation.



     24     Also, the name actually is officially known as



     25     Americans Against Progressive Elitist Policies,
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      1     Inc.  The resident agent's office is at 136 South



      2     Ninth Street, Suite 400, Noblesville, Indiana



      3     46060.  The notice was sent to 136 South Ninth



      4     Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana, which was



      5     not the address of either the chairman, treasurer,



      6     or resident agent and apparently is a typographical



      7     entry at the Secretary of State's office.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Can I just



      9     stop you for a minute.  Okay.  So you send notices



     10     to whomever is identified on the paperwork.



     11          MS. THOMPSON:  On the paperwork mailing



     12     address.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Mailing address that



     14     is provided by the campaign?



     15          MS. THOMPSON:  Correct.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I'm unclear as to



     17     why you think it has to be the registered agent.



     18     The campaign declares who is supposed to be



     19     receiving it.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  It was a PAC.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm sorry, a PAC.



     22     The PAC fills out the paperwork and says this is



     23     who we want to receive this.  So it's not like



     24     service for a corp where you have to serve the



     25     registered agent.
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      1          MR. AKE:  I'm not disputing that.  I'm just



      2     stating the fact.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I'm sorry.  May I just ask



      4     again because I'm looking at the committee



      5     information that's on our website.  Where did you



      6     say the notice was mailed to?



      7          MR. AKE:  The notice was sent to 136 South



      8     Ninth Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana 46060.



      9     Not the current notice.  It was mailed -- the



     10     current notice I got in August, when you sent out



     11     the letter, was to my address at 19650 McDonald



     12     Place.



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Right.  So the committee, just



     14     so that you're aware, the PAC on the CFA-2



     15     statement of organization did use the 136 South



     16     Ninth Street, Suite 42, as the address for us to



     17     communicate with you.  And then I believe staff



     18     just said that the committee was closed, and so, as



     19     a result, information was sent to the treasurer's



     20     address on file.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  Again, this was when we were



     22     going to administratively dissolve, so we sent it



     23     to both chairman and treasurer.



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you.



     25          MR. AKE:  It is required to file -- let's see.
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      1     Okay.  IC 3-9-5-1 provides that IC 3-9-5 applies to



      2     political legal action committees.  If required to



      3     file a report, IC 3-9-5-2 requires --



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Sir, can I interrupt you for



      5     a moment.  I want to see you succeed, and one of



      6     the ways of that is that the members of this



      7     Commission understand the argument you're making.



      8          MR. AKE:  Right, right, right.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So let me just interrupt you



     10     and ask a question.



     11          MR. AKE:  Yes.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What is it that the



     13     Commission has said that you violated that you



     14     disagree with?  Can you explain it to me?



     15          MR. AKE:  We had no expenditure -- well, under



     16     Indiana code, there's a requirement that in the



     17     aggregate, if activities exceeded $100, that the



     18     report would be required.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.



     20          MR. AKE:  We did not take in any -- we did not



     21     take in any receipts, we didn't open a bank



     22     account, we never activated the committee, and we



     23     never spent any money.  So under the Indiana code,



     24     we should not be fined for noncompliance because



     25     there was no -- under IC -- under the codes in the

�



                                                          186



      1     state of Indiana, we were not required to file any



      2     reports.  So that's --



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  If I might, just for your



      4     background.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So once the statement of



      7     organization is filed, in this case the CFA-2, the



      8     committee is open.  And they are required, when a



      9     committee is open, to file a report even if it's



     10     zero dollars.



     11          Now, for PACs, they have to report or itemize



     12     on a report any contribution or expenditure in



     13     excess of $100.  So you could have $1,000 in



     14     unitemized expenditures where they're not directly



     15     tied to a name that you would not have to itemize



     16     on Schedules A through whatever, A and B, right.



     17     But if the committee took in no contributions, made



     18     no expenditures, because they opened a committee



     19     with the State, they are obligated to file a report



     20     showing zero dollars raised or spent.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  I was just going to say the



     22     statement of organization, CFA-2, was filed with



     23     our office October 25, 2022, and no subsequent



     24     reports were ever filed in the last three years,



     25     which is why we were going to close them.  We
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      1     assume they have a zero balance because we don't



      2     know any different, and they met the three-year



      3     mark, and we were going to administratively



      4     dissolve them.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Sir, did you ever file -- do



      6     you agree with that statement?  Did you ever file



      7     anything?



      8          MR. AKE:  No, we did not file anything, and we



      9     didn't take in any funds.  We didn't solicit any



     10     funds.  And under -- the organization -- there's



     11     some requirements here too to that, and you see it



     12     in the letter.  I'm not going to regurgitate what's



     13     here.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  They did close the committee last



     15     weekend.



     16          MR. AKE:  When we were made aware of that,



     17     then I contacted the office immediately, the



     18     Commission immediately to resolve this.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What's the fine that's been



     20     proposed?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  $5,000 plus the mail costs.  And



     22     the committee is closed.  They closed it after he



     23     received the notices.



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move to waive the



     25     fine because this seems consistent with whichever,
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      1     the one we heard that had a similar issue.  Was it



      2     just the last one?



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think so, yeah.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'll second that.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



      6     and a second to waive the penalties or the proposed



      7     fines.  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          MR. AKE:  Thank you very much.  I appreciate



     14     your time today.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  You can go next.  Yeah.



     16          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  As stated previously,



     17     my name is Robin Williams, Robin Williams for



     18     Indiana.  I ran for state representative in 2022.



     19     I made the required report.  I did appear once



     20     previously.  I think I was a minute late on my



     21     report.  It didn't go through the interwebs quickly



     22     enough.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold on one second.  Can you



     24     remind us what page?



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  59.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thank you.



      2          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  I'm sorry.  The



      3     administrative number again is 2025-7643-102.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  Continue.



      5          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I remember pointedly



      6     dissolving the committee because at that time my



      7     husband -- I was putting together the report.  My



      8     husband found out he had cancer, and so I decided



      9     that I wouldn't be running again because I was



     10     going to devote my time to making him well.



     11     Unfortunately, that didn't happen.  He died a few



     12     months later.  And by the nature of what I do as an



     13     art curator and exhibition designer, I'm traveling



     14     all the time.  I was in Africa after that time.



     15          So I don't know if I missed some kind of



     16     notice saying that I needed to file another report,



     17     because I thought that when you check the box and



     18     you dissolve the committee that you didn't have to



     19     file another report.  So this is the first time I



     20     received a notice, and that's why today I was kind



     21     of mystified and confused as to why I was here.



     22     But it was my understanding that I dissolved the



     23     committee.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is there money still in the



     25     committee account now?

�



                                                          190



      1          MS. TAYLOR:  It is closed now.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you know when it



      3     was closed?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Hold on.  It was closed on



      5     January 22nd of 2024, and that report was due



      6     January 17th.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And the report was



      8     due January 17th?



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     10          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I submitted a report in



     11     January '23 closing it at that time.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  The report filed January 17,



     13     2023, had a balance of $4.13, and you cannot close



     14     a committee with a balance.



     15          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Okay.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So it gets a little confusing



     17     because the report filed in January 2023 was for



     18     2022.  And so the report that was filed in



     19     January 2024 to close the committee, that was



     20     actually your annual for 2023, and that's the



     21     report --



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  That had $4.13.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Well, but 2022 annual is the



     24     one that had the $4 and change.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The 2023 annual is what



      2     brought us down to zero dollars and closed the



      3     committee.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And she did mark final disband



      6     because I see it on there.



      7          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, it is closed.



      8          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So that report to close it was



      9     the one that was late.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     11          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is there a reason why you



     13     didn't take the deal earlier?  You've only had one



     14     violation.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  She tried.



     16          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I tried to take it.  That's



     17     why I came up.  I really didn't even know why I was



     18     here.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I was going to say I think we



     20     just needed a little more clarification.



     21          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Sure.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I thought she said



     23     she didn't want the deal and that she wanted to



     24     present.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think it was more of a
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      1     point of clarification.



      2          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Right.  I just wanted to be



      3     very clear about what happened and why I thought it



      4     was closed and I didn't have to make another



      5     report.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So it would be 25 percent?



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No.  It's her second



      8     visit so 50 percent.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I saw that.



     10     Okay.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I would move that we apply a



     12     50 percent fine for this committee.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And a second.  The 50 percent



     16     would be $150, and the mail cost is 66 cents.



     17          All those in favor say "aye."



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     22          Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.



     23          I'm sorry.  I think I skipped you.



     24          MR. BORDERS:  The Senate always gets



     25     preference over the House.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  But you're the king.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Listen, I know who you are.



      4     Somehow I overlooked you.  That doesn't happen



      5     often.



      6          MR. BORDERS:  Well, and actually I'm pretty



      7     proud of myself.  I can actually pronounce the



      8     name --



      9          MR. YOUNG:  Can I ask a question real quick?



     10     I am under the weather.  If you're going to have



     11     another meeting, I can go to that.  I'm just not



     12     feeling well.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We are not having another



     14     meeting.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  He can ask for a continuance.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, that's true.  If you'd



     17     like to ask for a continuance -- I mean, you've



     18     already been up twice, so everybody has been



     19     waiting very patiently.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  No, that's all right.  I'm



     21     just sick is all, so I can't do anything.  I came



     22     when I was sick because I wanted to get it over, so



     23     I'll ask for a continuance then.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do I need to have it --



     25          MS. WARYCHA:  I'll just have him write it down
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      1     so we legitimately have something, and I'll put it



      2     on the record.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Perfect.  Go ahead.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I'd ask him to step aside so



      5     we don't have any obligation now.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Like close the matter or



      7     table the matter?



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I thought we did



      9     table it.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I thought we did table it.



     11          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yeah, we did.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Because you made a motion.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So here's my



     14     question:  He just went over everything with her in



     15     the back of the room.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Abbey's not going anywhere.



     17     It's fine.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You've got it?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah, and actually that will work



     21     better for this.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Great.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Go ahead.



     24          MR. BORDERS:  No, no.  You're fine.  You're



     25     fine.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you for everybody's



      2     patience.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do we need to make a



      4     motion for him to untable?



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.  We tabled it.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And we'll consider the



      7     continuances at the end.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Perfect.  Okay.



      9          MR. BORDERS:  My name is Bruce Borders.  I



     10     serve as a State Rep down in District 45, and I



     11     believe what the allegation was in my situation



     12     was, I think, a large contribution report.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, page 94 and 95,



     14     he's got two here.



     15          MR. BORDERS:  And the bottom line is that I



     16     know in the past I think I've had one previous



     17     violation.  Does that sound reasonable?



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  This is your fourth.



     19          MR. BORDERS:  Okay.  Well, who's counting?



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  You know, it's interesting,



     21     no one has overestimated the number of times



     22     they've been in front of the Commission today.



     23          MR. BORDERS:  I will ask, though, if you don't



     24     mind, what was the previous?  How many years ago



     25     has that been?
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  2008 was the most recent.



      2          MR. BORDERS:  All right.  Well, and the reason



      3     I share that, and there is a reason for sharing



      4     that, that was back before we were doing -- we had



      5     to file everything with computer.  And that's a



      6     game changer, and, in fact, that's one of the



      7     things, as somebody who has been in many, many



      8     campaigns, I can still remember when Peggy Mayfield



      9     was introducing the legislation to have everything



     10     done on computer.  I was like, oh, man, you know.



     11     But the thing about it in the past, if you did get



     12     a contribution, a large contribution or whatever,



     13     you can fax it in and, boom, it's done.



     14          So what ended up happening, one of the two



     15     contributions I got -- and particularly if you're



     16     in a tough race, and some of you have may remember



     17     I had a very interesting entertaining case on a



     18     residency challenge from three years ago, and it



     19     was very interesting.  And, well, that individual



     20     happened to run again, and it was -- so I knew it



     21     was going to be a tough race with top tier



     22     opponents, quite frankly.



     23          So I actually did -- the reason that you all



     24     even know that I did have the large contributions



     25     is because I did submit those large contributions.
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      1     And then when I was talking to Michelle I think in



      2     the final filing, I believe it was, she said, well,



      3     you've got a couple of outstanding large



      4     contributions here that you've not finalized, and I



      5     didn't even realize.



      6          Part of it is -- just to give you an idea of



      7     an actual campaign day, you're up early that



      8     morning.  You're out going door to door.  My days



      9     always ended at 10:00 p.m.  I would quit



     10     campaigning at 9 o'clock because when you're



     11     showing up at houses after 9 o'clock in the spring



     12     and that late in the campaign, people think



     13     you're -- just basically you're a stalker or



     14     whatever.  So 9 o'clock, that's about when the sun



     15     was going down that late in the campaign.  You get



     16     home at 10:00.



     17          I don't use this for responding to campaign



     18     finance things and so forth from the HRCC.  That's



     19     not an excuse.  It's just not comfortable for me to



     20     do that.  So when I get home from campaigning all



     21     day, knowing that we're going to be out the next



     22     day doing that, I'm looking to see did I get any



     23     messages from HRCC, did I get any messages from the



     24     state Republican committee, whether it be a mailer



     25     or whatever.  And so it's not like you necessarily
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      1     got a check in the mail and you go, I'm not going



      2     to report this again.  As Senator Young had shared



      3     earlier, the primary purpose of that is so you're



      4     not holding anything back from anybody.



      5          Well, I did -- as soon as I got those notices,



      6     I would go onto the computer, type in my password,



      7     and as Michelle can also tell you, there are times



      8     you can't even log into the system.  It's tough at



      9     times.  I mean, it really is.  There were times, if



     10     you remember, that you actually had to go in and



     11     reboot something just so I could even log in.  And



     12     that's not an excuse.  I'm not looking to blame



     13     anybody, but I'm just telling you that's the real



     14     world of campaigning for office.



     15          And so I did file those large contributions.



     16     What I didn't realize is there was a final -- a



     17     finalization that you had to do, which I was



     18     thinking was like on your final campaign report or



     19     whatever, and so I thought, okay, those are all



     20     filed.  And even when I was trying to reach some of



     21     our finance people with the House Republican



     22     Campaign Committee, they weren't able to be reached



     23     because they were out going door to door.  I



     24     remember frequently they were in Sharon Nagle's



     25     race and so forth up in -- well, not quite
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      1     northwest Indiana but the western side of the



      2     state.  And so reaching people can be really tough.



      3          And so I just want you to be aware that the



      4     bottom line is that, in my mind and in my heart, I



      5     had filed, I had indeed filed those, and that's



      6     why, again, you even were aware that those had been



      7     filed.  And what I hadn't done is gone to one more



      8     page and done a finalization like you have to do on



      9     a campaign finance report.  And, again, not blaming



     10     anybody, but it is a software issue.  It's



     11     something when you think -- and especially keep in



     12     mind three years ago I never had any large campaign



     13     finance reports to file, unfortunately.  And so



     14     this was the first time I had had those, you know,



     15     to even do.  Again, I thought that they were done.



     16     And so when I filed them in there, they were kind



     17     of hanging out there in no man's land.



     18          So I am asking for a waiver.  And you might



     19     say, well, why didn't you take a deal.  Well, I



     20     felt like I had to explain my side of the story



     21     just so you understood what really happened.



     22          MS. WARYCHA:  I'm sorry to interrupt.  The



     23     five minutes is up.  I just didn't run the timer



     24     quite as well because I was doing this continuance.



     25     Sorry.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's all right.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So let me ask you,



      3     Representative Borders, if we're inclined to grant



      4     the waiver, what do you think is a fair penalty to



      5     impose?



      6          MR. BORDERS:  I mean, even -- I hate the fact



      7     that it's a penalty because -- and I'm going to



      8     answer with a political answer here, but it's a



      9     sincere one.  What happens is that, when an



     10     opponent runs against you, they put you in an



     11     orange jumpsuit and they put you behind bars.  And



     12     I'm serious.  I'm just telling.  If you don't



     13     believe that talk to Brooks LaPlante, who paid for



     14     his own signs.



     15          So, I mean, 25 percent, I would love to see



     16     that.  I'd love to see nothing because, again, my



     17     argument was that I did file them.  I just didn't



     18     realize there was another step that had to be done.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So what exactly happened?



     20          MS. THOMPSON:  He entered the contributions.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  This came up earlier, I



     22     think.



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  This came up with Senator



     24     Jackson, who added the contribution and then didn't



     25     file the report.  It is a two-step process.
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      1          MS. THOMPSON:  He just didn't go through with



      2     it and hit the file button.  He entered them in the



      3     queue.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So you report it, and



      5     then you have to --



      6          MS. THOMPSON:  There's another step that he



      7     did not do.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  The CFA?



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  The CFA, yes.



     10          MR. BORDERS:  But, again, I had never had -- I



     11     had never had large contributions before since we



     12     had gone to everybody having to upload it on the



     13     software.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So let me --



     15     by the way, I love your Elvis.  I've seen it.



     16          MR. BORDERS:  Well, thank you.  That right



     17     there is worth a lot.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So but anyway, here



     19     is the problem:  Senator La Keisha Jackson --



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  We didn't rule on



     21     hers.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  We didn't rule on



     23     hers, but she knows that she's going to be



     24     getting -- she's going to file the CFAs, and she



     25     knows then that makes her filing late, so she's
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      1     going to get hit for that.



      2          The CFA, as we've said here today, everybody



      3     is presumed to know the law.  CFA is a required



      4     filing.  I'm sure the page probably said next or



      5     something, or go, but if it's a separate document



      6     separate from what you file, then you're supposed



      7     to know that.  So that's the problem.  And this



      8     is -- you know, you were here.  This is your fourth



      9     time here, and so --



     10          MR. BORDERS:  This is only my first time here



     11     since we've been filing it electronically.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  But we take that into



     13     account for everybody.  They don't get that



     14     distinction.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It doesn't reset whenever the



     16     process changes.



     17          MR. BORDERS:  I understand, but it should.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, then you're the



     19     legislator.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  We have some other



     21     ideas for you too.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So how much is the



     23     fine for total, $1,200?



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Plus $1.36 for mailing.



     25          MS. THOMPSON:  $1,300.
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      1          MR. BORDERS:  May I throw one other little



      2     caveat in there, though?



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  94 and 95.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  There's one on 94 and 95.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah, because it's two 600s



      6     and then the 100.



      7          MS. NUSSMEYER:  We missed that one.  Sorry.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So it's $1,300, and



      9     he does not qualify for a discount, can't give him



     10     the deal.



     11          MS. THOMPSON:  No.  This is his --



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So what if -- I move that we



     13     just knock it down to $1,000.  There's no



     14     substantial compliance under the law, but he did



     15     attempt to do this.  However, you have to file it



     16     to file it.  Whether you click two buttons or one,



     17     you still have to do it.  But I'm inclined to just



     18     say let's just knock it down a little bit to $1,000



     19     and let it be there.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So what's going to



     21     happen with -- let me ask a question here of the



     22     staff.  So the situation with Senator Jackson, when



     23     she files the CF-4s, she's going to be coming here



     24     the same way, right?



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do we have



      2     precedent -- because we are setting precedent.  If



      3     we have not done this before, we are setting



      4     precedent today as to how we're going to be



      5     handling this.  So if we haven't done it before,



      6     this is one -- you've been on here the longest, and



      7     these people on the ends have been here forever, so



      8     if we haven't done it before, then, first, do we



      9     want to do that, and if we want to do that, how



     10     much?



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  It's a slippery



     12     slope.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  I'm not supportive of



     14     an arbitrary number.  I just can't support that



     15     because that, to me, opens you up to the



     16     consistency issue because if you're just saying,



     17     oh, let's make it a thousand dollars, well, when



     18     this other gal comes back, like you said, I forget



     19     how many she had --



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Three or four.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  And then everything is



     22     a little -- you can't compare any of these



     23     situations.  I think it's really hard to be



     24     consistent, in my opinion.



     25          MR. BORDERS:  But I might mention I'm arguing
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      1     in my case, not hers.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Right.  But I think in the



      3     case of the Commission we have to consider this --



      4          MR. BORDERS:  Sure.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  It's precedential.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Every case is different but



      7     similar in some ways.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  We're not bound by prior



      9     decisions of this Commission, right?



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No.  We're bound by



     11     the law.  We have discretion --



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Right.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  -- on the amount of



     14     fine, correct, Co-Director King?  Right?



     15          MR. KING:  Commissioner, that's correct,



     16     within the parameters by statute you have



     17     flexibility.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Right.  So we have



     19     that flexibility, and so it's left up to us under



     20     what circumstances do we exercise it.  And in this



     21     particular case, under these particular facts,



     22     we've never done it before.



     23          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Well, yes, and I think,



     24     Commissioner Celestino-Horseman -- excuse me.  It's



     25     late and I start to forget names.  It's really
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      1     actually pinning on the point that I'm thinking



      2     about, is that under statute you have the



      3     discretion of lowering the proposed penalty to



      4     whatever you want.



      5          But we are under AOPA, and while I am not as



      6     fluent in AOPA as others are, because it comes up



      7     here in these meetings, I would still say that most



      8     likely there is case law on being accused and



      9     someone appealing a decision of this Commission to



     10     a court on an abuse of discretion of the



     11     administrative law judges or what have you.  But



     12     that would be the only thing I would mention, but,



     13     again, I am not as familiar with AOPA as I am with



     14     state election law.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  One of the standards



     16     on judicial review is whether the decision is



     17     arbitrary or capricious, right, and that's the



     18     argument.  So even though we're not necessarily



     19     bound by what we do in the past, that's why we talk



     20     about it so that we're just not kind of willy-nilly



     21     changing things all the time.  I mean, change can



     22     be fine.  I'm not saying we're willy-nilly changing



     23     things.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Are we inclined to show any



     25     judicial grace to Representative Borders today in
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      1     this?



      2          MR. BORDERS:  Absolutely.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  The more we talk



      4     about it, no.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I don't think I'm



      6     ready to descend down that slippery slope yet.  We



      7     haven't done it before, and so -- and I certainly



      8     understand he's a nice guy, and he's been somewhat



      9     entertaining, a nice break in our day and all that,



     10     and I understand what you're saying.  But I think



     11     I'm going to make a motion.  You can move to amend.



     12     I'm going to move that the full fine be enforced on



     13     this case, which is $1,200 plus --



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.  It's $1,300.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I was just going to



     16     say $1,200 plus $100 -- thank you -- plus --



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  $2.04.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  -- $2.04 in postage.



     19     So that represents both complaints that have been



     20     filed -- three.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd second that.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any more discussion



     23     amongst the membership?



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I guess the only thing I



     25     would say with respect to my distinguished
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      1     colleagues is, it seems to me a more egregious



      2     thing where some of these committees have failed to



      3     file altogether and we waived the fee entirely than



      4     the case that's in front of us today.



      5          So that's just my thinking on that is, when we



      6     had some of these other petitioners that were up



      7     here and they didn't check the box to close their



      8     committee and there was a number of years that



      9     passed and we didn't fine them anything, you know,



     10     then I guess that's just my perspective on it, for



     11     the benefit of others.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And I think the



     13     distinction there is that those committees were



     14     closed.  They hadn't done anything since the date



     15     of their last --



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Well, they were closed.  I



     17     understand that.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  And they were



     19     closed before the payment, I think, on all of them.



     20     So in this case, the committee is still going.



     21     Committee has been -- whether you had to file it by



     22     computer or whatever, you've had to file that CFA



     23     form for a while.  And so I would -- and that's why



     24     I say, you know, giving grace is -- I like to give



     25     grace, but, you know, this is a brand-new area, and
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      1     it's an open committee, and so I just --



      2          MR. BORDERS:  I did file it, though.  I did.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  It deals with the



      4     large campaign donations, which is something of



      5     real interest to the public and everything.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



      7     and a second to impose the penalty or the proposed



      8     fines on all three of these cause numbers totaling



      9     $1,302.04.



     10          All those in favor say "aye."



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  No.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So we put it back on



     16     the agenda for the next time.



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, no, no.  That's a



     18     waiver.



     19          MR. KOCHEVAR:  If three people voted yes, you



     20     can impose the penalty.  You only need your three.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, yeah, that's



     22     right.  I thought, damn, we're going to have to do



     23     this again.  Excuse the language.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     25          MR. BORDERS:  Thank you.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



      2          MR. COUCH:  Can I go next?



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Hold on.  I've been



      4     going back and forth.



      5          MR. COUCH:  I have a very -- I have a



      6     contracted appointment I have to be at at



      7     6 o'clock.  I've got to be out of here like now.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'll let you go next.



      9          MR. COUCH:  Appreciate it.  Thank you very



     10     much.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, like I said,



     12     I've got a proxy here.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  There's mine.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Tony is my proxy, so



     15     what do I do?  I've never had a proxy before.  What



     16     do I do?



     17          MS. NUSSMEYER:  It's already been filed, so



     18     swap seats.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  I'm going to,



     20     since both of our proxies are here...



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's funny because I was



     22     thinking you had cases and I was thinking I can't



     23     let you cut.  I thought that in my mind.  I can't



     24     do that.



     25          (Discussion held off the record.)
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We want the record to



      2     reflect -- how do we do that?



      3          MS. WARYCHA:  Maria is on the record still,



      4     so, Maria, we're subbing in two proxies.



      5          Would you mind to each state and spell your



      6     name.  I'll start with you first, sir.



      7          MR. OVERHOLT:  Tony Overholt, O-v-e-r-h-o-l-t.



      8          MS. WARYCHA:  And he is serving as proxy for



      9     Suzannah Wilson Overholt.



     10          And then Karen Celestino-Horseman's proxy.



     11          MS. COLBERT:  Dayna Colbert, D-a-y-n-a,



     12     C-o-l-b-e-r-t.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Perfect.  Okay.  Now, go



     14     ahead.  Sorry.



     15          MR. COUCH:  My name is John L. Couch, is how



     16     my candidacy is -- on my candidacy, my campaign



     17     finance is Couch for Indy, and I don't have my



     18     cause number.



     19          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, that's on



     20     page 195, Couch for Indiana.  That's 2025-7519-359.



     21     He has a civil penalty of $350.68, and this is his



     22     first time before the Commission.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Go ahead.



     24          MR. COUCH:  I filed my finance report before



     25     the deadline, and then I received a notice that the
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      1     finance committee did not -- or finance department



      2     didn't get it.  So I went ahead and filed it right



      3     away, and so -- but I filed it in time.  I do not



      4     know what happened.



      5          The majority of time, when I have filed my



      6     finance reports, I go in to the Secretary of



      7     State's office and deal with Ms. Thompson.



      8     However, this time I did not, but I did do it in



      9     time, I did it correctly, and then I was notified



     10     that it was not filed.  I filed it again right



     11     away.



     12          And so my campaign has zero dollars.  I



     13     haven't taken money in, I haven't paid anything



     14     out, and so I request that you dismiss this because



     15     I have been on time with my finance reports before,



     16     and I'm caught up until January 2026.



     17          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Abbey or Michelle, can you



     18     confirm if the committee is open or closed?



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  The committee is open.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  With a zero balance.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So this relates to the



     23     preprimary report?



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, yes.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And Mr. Couch claims that the
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      1     report was filed on time.  Does the system show --



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  I looked at the log, and the



      3     system did not show Mr. Couch logging in between



      4     January of 2024 and April 25th of 2024.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And the report was due?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  April 17th, 18th, 19th.



      7          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  Thank you.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Were you here earlier when we



      9     were doing our deals?  We just were curious why you



     10     didn't take the deal.



     11          MR. COUCH:  Because I'd ask that this be



     12     dismissed so, if there's any issues down the road,



     13     it won't go against me.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So say that again



     15     about the log-in.  You didn't show that he had



     16     logged in.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  The log, the event log on the



     18     online database, does not show anybody logging in



     19     between January of '24 and April 25th of '24.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     21          MR. COUCH:  I don't know what your log showed,



     22     but I did file a report prior to the -- I filed my



     23     reports.  I've filed them on time.  I do not know



     24     what happened.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move to assess the penalty



      2     in full.



      3          MS. COLBERT:  I second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor --



      5     we have a motion and a second to --



      6          MR. COUCH:  Hold on a second.  People have



      7     come up here and said they have zero dollars and --



      8          MS. WARYCHA:  I'm sorry, sir.  You only get to



      9     make a point whenever you have permission from the



     10     chair.  At this point they're in discussions, so



     11     you'll have to give them --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Since there's been a motion.



     13          MR. COUCH:  I have zero dollars in my account.



     14     I haven't had any money in my account --



     15          MS. WARYCHA:  Sir, we have to ask you to



     16     please give the Commission a moment.



     17          MR. COUCH:  -- and you still want to charge me



     18     $350.  I disagree with you.  This Commission



     19     refused to hear my complaint against Mike Pence and



     20     Karlee Macer, but yet you're going to charge me



     21     $350.  I filed on time.



     22          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Mr. Couch, if you don't like



     23     the decision of the Commission, you can appeal it



     24     to a court, but no vote has been taken.  There's a



     25     motion on the floor.
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      1          MR. COUCH:  Well, I already have a civil suit



      2     open against the State of Indiana, so I'll take it



      3     back there, because I filed it on time.  I have



      4     worked with Ms. Thompson --



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I don't know how the other



      6     Commissioners feel just during this comment



      7     section.  I would have probably supported the



      8     25 percent just because he hasn't been before us



      9     before.  So can you explain maybe why you're



     10     thinking the full penalty, just because he didn't



     11     take the deal?



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  You mentioned that he didn't



     13     want it.  He wanted to justify himself.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's true.  And others, I



     15     think -- just in keeping precedent, others had come



     16     up and said there were some issues or they had some



     17     questions.  Okay.  That's fair.



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And, Madam Chair, I might add



     19     that even in these discussions from past Commission



     20     meetings, the commissioners have sought to issue



     21     the full fine or another partial fine, if that's



     22     what they opted to do, to kind of fall in line with



     23     that plea agreement, but ultimately it's your



     24     decision.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Thank you.
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      1          Okay.  Any more discussion, comments?



      2          There's been a motion and a second to pursue



      3     the proposed fine of $350 and --



      4          MR. COUCH:  Well, you've made your decision.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- the mail cost of



      6     68 cents --



      7          MR. COUCH:  I disagree.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- for a total of $350.68.



      9          MR. COUCH:  How many of you guys are



     10     Democrats?



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



     12     saying "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     17          MR. COUCH:  See you in court.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     19          MR. MYERS:  Do I get bonus points?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So I guess next time you're



     21     sitting up front.



     22          MR. MYERS:  Yeah.  Hi.



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you for your patience.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  Thank you for your



     25     patience.
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      1          MR. MYERS:  Thank you.  My name is Jonathan



      2     Meyers, J-o-n-a-t-h-a-n, M-y-e-r-s.  I am the



      3     current treasurer of the Third District



      4     Congressional Committee.  We have two matters.  One



      5     is 2025-4694-140, and --



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Give us one second here to



      7     find it.



      8          MR. MYERS:  Just don't want to waste all my



      9     five minutes.



     10          MS. WARYCHA:  I'm paused.  You're on pause.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  That's on page 78.



     12          MR. MYERS:  And the second one is



     13     2025-4694-333.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  That's on page 182.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  182.  Okay.  Go ahead.



     16          MR. MYERS:  Okay.  So I am the current



     17     treasurer of the committee.  I was elected



     18     March 8th of this year, and we're trying to clean



     19     up some stuff that happened previously.



     20          So with respect to -140, our previous



     21     treasurer was three days late filing.  He was sick,



     22     his wife had a stroke, and he has since passed



     23     away, so I don't know what the exact circumstances



     24     were as to why he was three days late.



     25          Then on March 2nd of 2024, he passed away and
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      1     we as -- well, the committee at the time had



      2     problems getting the records from his family and



      3     got to the point where our vice chairman went to



      4     the family, got the records.  We still had time to



      5     file the preprimary report on the 19th, but our



      6     vice chairman's son then passed away a couple days



      7     before the deadline, and so we were seven days late



      8     on filing that report.



      9          I would have taken the deal earlier and saved



     10     my entire afternoon, but I didn't know what the



     11     extent of the fines were nor whether we had any



     12     prior situations that had come up before this.



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What are you asking for



     14     specifically?



     15          MR. MYERS:  So I would like you to consider



     16     either waiving the fines or reducing the fines.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So you've been -- not



     18     you specifically, but the committee has been before



     19     the board.



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  They've been before the



     21     Commission twice, and they've paid three settlement



     22     agreements, so this is their sixth delinquency.



     23          MR. MYERS:  Do you know what years those were?



     24     Just curious for my own...



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  There's a few listed.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  2018 pre-elect, 2021 annual,



      2     2022 pre-elect, 2023 pre-elect, 2024 preprimary,



      3     and one more in 2018.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  It looks like there were some



      5     before that, but we only go back to the five most



      6     recent.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It's very difficult, I know,



      8     when there's -- you know, it's different on a



      9     campaign when it's typically the same people.  I



     10     know in this situation it's different because it's



     11     rotating, and obviously with a death it makes it



     12     even another complication, but...



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Were there other members that



     14     were available to step in?  I mean, obviously,



     15     there's --



     16          MR. MYERS:  Well, the chairman and vice chair



     17     are here if you -- they have both been sworn in if



     18     you have any specific questions for them.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  This is your defense.  Make



     20     your best case to us now.  If you've got something



     21     to say, say it.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  He's like, wow, I drew the



     23     short stick on this one.



     24          MR. MYERS:  Would either of you like to say



     25     anything?
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      1          MR. RING:  Only that the last one --



      2          MS. WARYCHA:  Please say your name.



      3          MR. MYERS:  Come up here and state your name.



      4          MS. WARYCHA:  It's Rick Ring.



      5          MR. RING:  I knew I'd end up here sometime.



      6     There is no defense actually.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  State your name.



      8          MR. RING:  Rick Ring.  I'm vice chair of



      9     District Three Congressional Committee.  No excuse



     10     on the last one.  I had taken over for Ron after



     11     Ron passed away.  We still don't have the stuff



     12     that his family has.  We had to close everything



     13     out and refile.  But then my son passed away so I



     14     was, I think, four days late getting this one



     15     filed.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And that was --



     17          MR. RING:  It would have in '24.



     18          MR. MYERS:  The 2024 preprimary.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I got you.



     20          MR. RING:  And I will say that the chair and I



     21     had no knowledge of any of those that were before,



     22     the previous.  I had no idea that any of these



     23     other ones were late.  I thought the one with Ron



     24     and this one were the only two we had.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  Well, I feel like I
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      1     wish I could say let's make you a deal, but in the



      2     situation of this being the sixth time, I don't --



      3     the precedent of the Commission doesn't allow for



      4     that necessarily, which I'm sorry.



      5          I don't know if the other members are --



      6          MR. MYERS:  We would take an unprecedented



      7     deal.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I'm sure.  This is my



      9     first day and his too.



     10          MS. COLBERT:  I think in these current times I



     11     would like to stick to a little bit of precedence.



     12          MR. OVERHOLT:  I think that's right.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So do we have a



     14     motion?



     15          MS. COLBERT:  I'll make the motion to assess



     16     the full fine.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     18          MR. MYERS:  And could I ask, what is the full



     19     fine?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Okay.  So on cause



     21     number that ends -333, it's $400.68.  So 400 is the



     22     fine, 68 cents for the mailing.  And on cause



     23     number ending -140, it's $200 and then 66 cents for



     24     the mail.  So it's a total of --



     25          MS. COLBERT:  $601.34.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $601.34.  Okay.  So we have a



      2     motion.  Do we have a second?



      3          MR. OVERHOLT:  I'll second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And a second for the proposed



      5     finding of $601.34.  All those in favor say "aye."



      6          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     10          Okay.  Thank you.



     11          MR. MYERS:  You'll send us a bill?



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  There will be an order.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You'll get notice.



     14          MR. MYERS:  Great.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Sorry.  Thank you



     16     for being so patient.



     17          And you're the lucky last --



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  She bills by the hour.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The last hoorah.



     20          MS. DOYLE:  This is pro bono.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  This is on page 223.  This is



     22     McCormick for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414,



     23     proposed civil penalty of $1,000.78.  It is their



     24     fourth time before the Commission.



     25          MS. DOYLE:  Hi.  Thank you, Commissioners.
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      1     Brittany Doyle, B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-l-e.



      2          The penalty assessed against McCormick for



      3     Governor is for a late file contribution report, a



      4     CFA-11.  The contribution in question was not a



      5     contribution at all but rather a refund from a



      6     vendor.



      7          So if you look at page 2 of the packet that I



      8     provided, the quarterly report that was filed by



      9     the committee received funds of $85,444.50 from



     10     Sage Media Planning and Placement, and that is the



     11     committee's -- was the committee's media buy vendor



     12     for the '24 election cycle.  In the second box on



     13     that form, you will see that the committee noted



     14     that there was a reimbursement from the vendor for



     15     unused media ad buys, and that was sort of to



     16     delineate that these funds were not a contribution



     17     but rather a refund from the vendor of payments.



     18          On the third page of your packet, I did pull a



     19     list from the IEC website of all the disbursements



     20     McCormick for Governor made to this vendor to



     21     verify the refund.  They were a substantial



     22     payment, I think by 3.2 million.



     23          In looking at the 2024 campaign finance



     24     manual, it does define contribution as any donation



     25     accepted by a candidate's committee and made for
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      1     the purpose of influencing an Indiana election.  As



      2     this was a vendor refund, these funds were not a



      3     contribution made for the purpose of influencing an



      4     election.  And it was the committee's understanding



      5     at the time that it accepted this refund that a



      6     CFA-11 was not needed because it did not -- we



      7     didn't believe that it followed the definition of a



      8     contribution because it wasn't to influence an



      9     election.



     10          Additionally, page 4 of your packet, Sage



     11     Media Planning and Placement is incorporated,



     12     meaning that if this had been a contribution, it



     13     would have absolutely violated the limits itself.



     14          So the committee is asking that the Commission



     15     waive this penalty in full.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So this one is



     17     different.



     18          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can the staff act as kind of



     19     a proxy of a prosecutor?  What's the State's case



     20     against this campaign?  I mean, I understand, I



     21     think, a little better.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  So they added the contribution to



     23     the online site.  They added the refund as a



     24     contribution because it's income.  There's no



     25     other -- there's contributions and expenditures.
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      1     There's nothing else.  So it's positive or it's



      2     negative.  And so it's coming into the account.



      3     Yes, it's a refund, but they add the contribution.



      4     It auto generates the, hey, you're a statewide



      5     candidate, you've got to file this CFA-11 within



      6     seven days.  They didn't.  They waited two and a



      7     half, three months.



      8          The only thing I can say is that on the other



      9     side of this, being for like audit purposes, we



     10     would not have pursued the audit because a refund



     11     is not a contribution for audit purposes.  It



     12     wouldn't be above the contribution limits for a



     13     corporation because it's a refund and not a direct



     14     contribution.



     15          MS. DOYLE:  And if it's helpful, my



     16     background, I do compliance for mostly applicable



     17     party committees, but I work with the Federal



     18     Election Commission, I work with several other



     19     states, and I've never seen an instance where a



     20     refund would require a large contribution, again,



     21     because it's not considered a contribution.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'm wondering -- I'm inclined



     23     to table this particular matter and ask for



     24     something in writing just because this is a little



     25     bit nuanced, and I want to be sure that we're
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      1     actually following what General Assembly set forth



      2     in statute.



      3          Do other commissioners have strong opinions



      4     about this particular case?  I mean, to me, it



      5     seems like it raises some novel legal questions.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So I'd like to be the



      8     beneficiary of briefing on this from the campaign



      9     and also the staff, if people were so inclined.



     10          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Commissioner, certainly,



     11     because we would have to explain, and I don't know



     12     if we can explain it in the time here or in this



     13     context, better put in writing, but we need to go



     14     through the discussion of what is the definition of



     15     a contribution, including the -- which Brittany has



     16     referred to that there are a number of pieces which



     17     makes a piece of property a committee gets a



     18     contribution as opposed to other income.



     19          But we also have to discuss, though there



     20     isn't a lot of statutes on this, what other



     21     committees can get in the form of income because



     22     other income must be reported because it is a



     23     requirement of the Campaign Finance Act that, when



     24     you file your campaign finance reports, you must



     25     report the cash on hand.
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      1          And since -- this would go to a third part



      2     then on how you can use campaign dollars, is that



      3     campaign dollars can be used to be invested into



      4     money market account or what have you, and then you



      5     can get that income to use for political purposes.



      6     And we would need to put that into our write-up to



      7     you as well about how does that get done and how we



      8     see in the past how that usually is going to get



      9     reported, and probably, again, talk about the



     10     delinquencies of our very old campaign finance



     11     system.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'd like to move to this



     13     Commission that we table this matter pending



     14     further briefing from the campaign and the staff on



     15     the legal definitions that are at play from statute



     16     and any other factual considerations we should



     17     consider at the next meeting.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  So we have a motion to



     19     table this just for further review.  Do we have a



     20     second?



     21          MS. COLBERT:  I'll second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



     23     and a second to table this issue for discussion at



     24     an upcoming meeting, which will be advertised.



     25          All those in favor say "aye."
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      1          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      2          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      5          Okay.  Thank you.



      6          MS. DOYLE:  Thank you very much.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I think that's



      8     everyone.  Thank you for being so patient.



      9          MS. DOYLE:  No problem.  Thank you all.  I



     10     appreciate your time.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So at this point there



     12     is the matter of continuances.  So would the



     13     campaign finance staff identify any matters for



     14     which a motion for continuance was received for



     15     today's meeting.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Is this under the green tab?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  There's no tab.



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  We just have a list of cause



     19     numbers for you and names of committees.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  2025-7783-167, Fight Back



     22     Indiana has asked for a continuance; 2025-7838-292,



     23     Jay County Democrats; 2025-7838-323, oh, another



     24     Jay Democrats; 2025-7551-89, Grassroots PAC;



     25     2025-7551-317, the second Grassroots PAC;

�



                                                          229



      1     2025-7610-253 and -96, Martin Del Rio for Indiana,



      2     he has two causes; 2025-7533-87, -316, and -242,



      3     Indiana PA Political Action Committee;



      4     2025-7923-324, -367, and -281, Jim for Indiana;



      5     2025-7669-107, Citizens for Tim Radice;



      6     2025-7944-1, Watermelon Jim for State Rep;



      7     2025-7642-101, Committee to Elect Shemanski;



      8     2025-7277-60, Hancock County for Progress, they



      9     have five; 2023-7696-158 Jefferson County



     10     Libertarian.  This one at the very last meeting was



     11     issued a final continuance grant.  It was granted



     12     for its last continuance.  They again asked for a



     13     continuance this meeting.



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Michelle, could you remind us



     15     what the Commission did.  Well, they set a policy



     16     at that Commission meeting that we gave them a



     17     certain number of continuances and said that was



     18     your final.



     19          Co-Director King, do you recall or co-counsel?



     20     We can go back and look under meeting minutes if we



     21     have to pull that one out.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  They have -- the Commission has



     23     for the past several years granted two continuances



     24     and on the second continuance said this is your



     25     final continuance that we will grant.  That was
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      1     what the Libertarian Party of Jefferson County was



      2     given at the September of '23 hearing.  They have



      3     asked for now a third continuance on this cause



      4     from 2022.



      5          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, to address the



      6     question posed, yes, I think the Commission's past



      7     practice has been accurately stated with regard to



      8     continuances in an initial continuance, which I



      9     understand is the case for all the ones listed



     10     except for the one committee identified --



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  We're not finished with them



     12     either, but yes.



     13          MR. KING:  -- have been routinely granted.



     14     However, in the case where a committee requests a



     15     continuance after having been advised that the



     16     continuance previously granted was final, I believe



     17     the Commission has, at least on one occasion,



     18     proceeded to find the committee in default --



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     20          MR. KING:  -- and impose the penalty.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Keep going with that



     22     list, and then we'll come back to that one.



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  2025-5475-187, Indiana



     24     Speech, Language, and Hearing Association PAC;



     25     2025-7150-393 and -394, Committee to Elect Reagan
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      1     Hatcher.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So on that list then



      3     the only ones -- the only one that previously



      4     requested a continuance was the one we just talked



      5     about?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So how about we take a



      8     motion and a second to grant the continuances for



      9     the group, and then we'll address the one, if



     10     that's okay.



     11          Is there a motion to grant the request for --



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might, I



     13     don't know that you would want to consider the



     14     whole group because that one is part of that group.



     15          MS. THOMPSON:  Hold on.  I've got one more.



     16     2025-1907, this was Senator Young for his seven,



     17     -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411, and -412.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Well, I think, I mean,



     19     obviously we're not doing it on the whole group



     20     because we're going to approve all of those



     21     excluding the Jefferson County Libertarians or



     22     whatever it was you said.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion to



     25     grant the continuances for all of those committees
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      1     excluding the one.  Do we have a second?



      2          MR. OVERHOLT:  I'll second.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any more discussion,



      4     thoughts?



      5          All in favor of the motion say "aye."



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     10          Okay.  So on the one, we need to probably look



     11     up that cause number.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  It is 2023-7696-158.  It's on



     13     page 3 of your spreadsheet.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Libertarian Party of



     15     Jefferson County, $350.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Madam Chair, I'd like to move



     17     to deny the continuance on this matter.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do we have a second?



     19          MS. COLBERT:  Second.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion and a



     21     second to deny the request for continuance.  All



     22     those in favor say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      2          Okay.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Do we need to vote to impose



      4     penalty by default?  Okay.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I recognize the



      6     campaign finance staff to present information



      7     regarding campaign committees subject to



      8     administrative dissolution by the Commission.



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, members of the



     10     Commission, your little blue tab, these committees



     11     can be administratively dissolved.  They have not



     12     filed a report in three years, and they have a



     13     balance of less than 1,000.  Both chairman and



     14     treasurer have been notified.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I move the Commission



     16     do the following:  Make a finding that there is no



     17     evidence that any of these committees continue to



     18     receive contributions, make contributions, or



     19     otherwise function as a committee; make a finding



     20     that, according to the best evidence available to



     21     the Commission, the dissolution of these committees



     22     will not impair any contract or impede the



     23     collection of a debt or a judgment by any person;



     24     make a finding that the prudent use of public



     25     resources make further efforts to collect any
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      1     outstanding civil penalty imposed against these



      2     committees wasteful or unjust, and that therefore



      3     the Commission administratively dissolve each of



      4     these committees.



      5          Is there a second?



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any discussion?



      8          All in favor of the motion say "aye."



      9          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     10          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     13          Okay.  Is anyone present -- okay.  Obviously



     14     no one is here.  Is anyone present to testify on



     15     any remaining campaign finance hearing scheduled



     16     for today?



     17          Seeing none, I declare the hearings on all



     18     remaining campaign finance matters scheduled for



     19     today closed, including the continuance that was



     20     denied.  Is there a motion to impose the entire



     21     amount of the proposed penalty plus mailing costs



     22     in all remaining campaign finance enforcement



     23     actions?



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?
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      1          MS. COLBERT:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Further discussion?



      3          All in favor of the motion say "aye."



      4          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      5          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."



      8          The "ayes" have it, and the motion to impose



      9     the penalty is adopted.



     10          I think maybe the last thing we want to



     11     discuss is, for the convenience of the committees



     12     granted continuances today on campaign finance



     13     matters and to finalize the 2025 voting system



     14     protocols after receiving feedback, I would ask if



     15     Commission members would have availability to



     16     attend meetings or to designate a proxy on the



     17     following dates.  And obviously, since you two are



     18     proxies, we will communicate with them.  The two



     19     dates that I would like to propose are Tuesday,



     20     October 21st.  That would be the next meeting, at



     21     1:30 p.m.



     22          And then I had some flexibility on either



     23     November 4th or November 6th.  It would be a



     24     Tuesday or a Thursday.  And, honestly, we were



     25     discussing this.  There's obviously not an election
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      1     this year, but I know a few counties are having



      2     special elections or referendums or whatever.  So I



      3     don't know if that would be of any consideration to



      4     the body meeting, but either of those dates.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  That works for me.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, I would add,



      7     though, for 10/21, are you expecting to do stuff



      8     with the 2025 VSTOP protocol?  Was that the



      9     intention?  I thought I heard you say that.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I mean, as long as the report



     11     from VSTOP is ready.



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Right.  Well, VSTOP sent us an



     13     email this afternoon.  They contacted the vendors



     14     and asked for a feedback date of October 24th, so



     15     that would be after the date of that meeting.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I would say we could



     17     ask VSTOP to adjust accordingly.  I mean, it's just



     18     three days.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Right, but the Commission this



     20     morning said that they would give the vendors



     21     30 days to respond, and so the October 24th date



     22     was 30 days from today's date, or thereabouts.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Can I decide later or do I



     24     have to decide right now?  Okay.  We'll just keep



     25     you posted.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Great.  Thank you.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Did you have a thought on the



      4     second date?



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I would prefer Tuesday just



      6     based on my schedule.  I just didn't know if the



      7     idea of a few counties having a special election



      8     mattered.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Would it be at 1:30 as well?



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Both would be at 1:30.



     11          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, I will say on



     12     special election days counties do reach out to us



     13     with issues or problems, and depending on the



     14     length of the meeting, if it goes past 6 o'clock



     15     and counties are trying to close and they have to



     16     access the Statewide Voter Registration System or



     17     report election results, they oftentimes reach out



     18     to us.  So we may have to step out to assist those



     19     counties.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I will confirm all of



     21     that.  As I said, that is why I had chosen two



     22     because I wasn't quite sure if that would be a



     23     factor.



     24          The Indiana Election Commission has finished



     25     its business for today.  Is there a motion for the
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      1     Indiana Election Commission to adjourn.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Those in favor say "aye."



      4          MS. COLBERT:  You need a second.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I need a second.



      6          MS. COLBERT:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          The "ayes" have it.  The Indiana Election



     13     Commission meeting is adjourned.



     14          (The Indiana Election Commission Public



     15     Session was adjourned at 5:47 p.m.)
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      1  STATE OF INDIANA



      2  COUNTY OF HAMILTON



      3          I, Maria W. Collier, a Notary Public in and



      4  for said county and state, do hereby certify that the



      5  foregoing public session was taken at the time and



      6  place heretofore mentioned between 10:00 a.m. and



      7  5:47 p.m.;



      8          That said public session was taken down in



      9  stenograph notes and afterwards reduced to typewriting



     10  under my direction; and that the typewritten



     11  transcript is a true record of the public session.



     12          IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my



     13  hand and affixed my notarial seal this 8th day of



     14  October, 2025.
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     21  My Commission expires:

         December 5, 2032
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1 APPEARANCES 1 CHAL RN BOYCE:  Ckay. This neeting of the
2 I NDIANA ELECTI ON COMM SSI ON. 2 Indiana B ection Conmission is officially called to
3 Beth Boyce - Chairman 3 order. | first want to just really quick naybe
4 Suzannah Wlson Overholt - Vice Chairman 4 take a point and just introduce nyself. And we
5 Tony Overholt - Proxy for Suzannah WIlson Overholt 5 have another new nenber of the Coomssion. So |
6 John Veéstercanp - Menber 6 just wanted to say hello. M nane is Beth Boyce,
7 Karen Cel estino-Horseman - Menber 7 and | will be chairing this Conm ssion now, so
8 Dayna Col bert - Proxy for Karen Cel estino-Horseman 8 happy to be here.
9 9 MR WVESTERCAWP:  And |' mJohn st er canp.
10 1 NDI ANA ELECTION DI VI SI ON STAFF: 10 Thank you so much, and |'mhappy to be here as
11 Angela M Nussneyer - Co-Director 11 well.
12 J. Bradley King - Co-Director 12 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  So the fol | owing nenbers of
13 Matthew Kochevar - Co-Counsel 13  the Conmission are present: Mself, the chairnan,
14 Valerie Warycha - Co- Counsel 14  Beth Boyce; Suzannah WIson Overholt, our vice
15 Mchell e Thonpson - Canpaign Finance Director 15 chairnman; Karen Cel estino- Horseman; and John
16 Abbey Taylor - Canpaign Finance Director 16 \Véstercanp. Indiana Bection Division staff, we
17 17  have the co-directors, Brad King and Angie
18 18 Nussneyer; co-general counsels, Matthew Kochevar
19 19 and Valerie Warycha. V¢ al so have with us our
20 20 court reporter, Maria Collier, fromStewart
21 21 R chardson Deposition Services.
22 22 Before we continue the neeting, | want to
23 23 renind everyone on behal f of the court reporter to
24 24  do the following: Identify yourself when begi nni ng
25 25 to speak. Spell your nanme when identifying
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1 yourself. Speak clearly and do not speak at the 1 oath.
2 sane tine as others. 2 MR KOOHEVAR Thank you, MadamChair. | can
3 W next, the docunentation of conpliance with 3 actually speak in the nicrophone and al so stand up
4  (pen Door Law | request that the co-directors 4 at the sanme tine.
5 confirmthat the GComm ssion neeting has been 5 So all those who plan to testify before the
6 properly noticed as required under the Cpen Door 6 Indiana Hection Commission, please raise your
7 Law including new nenbership information 7 right hand and say "I do" after recitation of the
8 requirenents which becane effective July 1, 2025. 8 oath.
9 MR KING Madam Chairnan, nenbers of the 9 Do you sol ennly swear, under the pains and
10 Commission, on behal f of nyself and Co-Director 10 penalties of perjury, that the testinony you are
11 Nussneyer, we confirmthat this Conmssion meeting |11 about to give to the Indiana Hection Conmssion is
12 was properly noticed in conpliance with the 12 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
13 requirenents of the Cpen Door Law 13  truth? Pease say "I do."
14 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Very good. 14 ALL: | do.
15 Next up, we'll go to the approval of the 15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Very good. Thank you.
16  Septenber 30, 2024, |ndiana Hection Conm ssion 16 Next, we will go into the voting system
17 mnutes. | recognize the co-directors to present 17 approval protocols report. The chair recognizes
18 the minutes of the referenced neeting. 18 the co-directors to provide a report regarding the
19 MR KING Madam Chai rman and menbers of the 19 protocols for the Conm ssion to consider
20 Cormmission, Co-Drector Nussneyer and nysel f 20 applications for approval of a voting system or
21 reviewed the mnutes of the Commission and 21 recertification of a previously approved voting
22 recommend themto you for your approval . 22 system
23 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Great. 23 The chair will then recognize representatives
24 I's there a notion to approve each of the 24 of the Voting System Technical Advisory Program
25 ninutes as presented? 25 also known as VSTCP, to provide infornation

Page 6 Page 8
1 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved. 1 regarding the proposed addendumto the 2021
2 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  |'s there a second? 2 protocol s adopted by the Conmission at that tine,
3 MR WESTERCAWP.  Second. 3 and the proposed 2025 protocol s for voting system
4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Any di scussi on? 4 approval .
5 Hearing none, all in favor say "aye." 5 MR KING Madam Chairnan, nenbers of the
6 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 6 Commission, Brad King, co-director. As the chair
7 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 7 indicated in her remarks, there is an existing
8 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 8 protocol adopted by the Commi ssion regarding the
9 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 9 work of the VSTCP programin presenting
10 The "ayes" have it, and the notion to approve |10 recomendations to the Conmission regarding
11 each of the nminutes is adopted. 11 approval of voting systens. That protocol was
12 I's there consent fromeach of the nenbers to 12 adopted in 2021.
13 authorize the Hection Division to use our 13 Since that date in particular, during the 2025
14 individual signature stanps to docurent our 14 session, there were substantive changes made to the
15 approval of the docunents at this neeting? 15 laws governing the functioning of voting systens in
16 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Yes, consent. 16 Indiana. The 2021 protocols reflect those changes,
17 MR WESTERCAMP.  Yes. 17 and they are presented to the Conmission today wth
18 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Consent . 18 the understanding that the 2025 protocol s, which
19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  The B ection Division is 19 wll be used for recertification of existing
20 authorized to act accordingly. 20 systens or new systens going forward, wll be
21 Next, we will move to the admnistration of 21 amended or will incorporate the changes nade in the
22 the oath. Any person who plans to testify at 22 2021 protocols as well.
23 today's neeting on any natter, please stand for the |23 And |'I1 defer to ny counterpart, Co-Drector
24 admnistration of the oath. 24 Nussneyer, for further conments.
25 | recogni ze Matthew Kochevar to administer the | 25 MB. NUSSMEYER Thank you, Co-Director King.
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1 | agree with all of his conments this norning. | 1 renewal, then that has the amended version of the

2 | just want to be alittle bit more specific 2 2021 protocols, but also includes the optional

3 perhaps. The 2021 protocol s are bei ng anended, 3 feature for optical scan voting systens to include

4 whichis inyour binder this norning. They're 4 aballot retraction feature for absentee ballots.

5 being anended primarily for two main reasons, and 5 But that is in the 2025 protocol.

6 that is the way that we el ect school board 6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Are there any initial

7 candidates. This past |egislative session, school 7 questions for the co-directors?

8 board candidates were nade potentially partisan. A| 8 If not, then the chair recognizes VSTCP for

9 candidate can affiliate with the Denocratic, 9 further information regarding this natter.

10 Republican, Libertarian party, wth another m nor 10 MR DRUWM M nane is Spencer Drumm

11  party, be an independent, or |eave the field blank. |11 Dr-u-mm

12 And so we wanted to ensure that the systens 12 Good norni ng, everybody. VSTCP would like to

13 that had been previously certified in 2021, as they |13 present the 2021 Amendment 1 protocol for the

14 nove forward with renewal s for 2025 noving forward |14 Commission's approval. The nain areas that have

15 for the next four years, could, in fact, make 15 been updated, going along with what was al ready

16  school board races partisan and al so accommodate a |16 stated, include the school board party

17 blank field for the party affiliation, and that it |17 designations, added test ballots, and a list of

18 would also pernit nore than one candidate fromany |18 recommended, but not required, special characters.

19 political party to be presented under the school 19  The vendors | ooking for recertification in 2025

20 board races. Specifically, let's say a school 20 nust neet these new requirenents, and we | ook

21 board race is a vote-for-one race. QOdinarily that |21 forward to VSTCP presenting recommendati ons on

22 woul d nean one Denocrat, one Republican, one 22 these voting systens.

23 Libertarian, and so forth on the ballot with the 23 Thank you.

24 exception of others, but under the new |aw, you 24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. Based on this

25 could have five Denocrats running in a vote-for-one |25 information, | nove that the proposed addendumto
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1 race, ten Republicans running. And so we wanted to | 1 the 2021 protocol s be adopted to take effect

2 confirmthat the voting systens, as they nove 2 immediately.

3 forward, that we reviewed that. 3 s there a second?

4 There's al so a | aw change froma coupl e years 4 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

5 ago where, if you have a specific type of school 5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Any further di scussion?

6 corporation referendumquestion, a public question, | 6 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | just have a quick

7 that if you noved out of the school corporation in 7 question to get sonmething straight in ny mnd.

8 the final 30 days leading up to the election, you 8 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Sure.

9 have to be given a special ballot that excludes 9 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So as far as the

10 that public question, but the voter can vote on all |10 ballot goes for the school districts -- is that

11  the rest of the races. 11  part of this?

12 And so it's substantially simlar to what the |12 M5. NUSSMEYER  Yes.

13 vendors would do in the prinmary for a 17-year-old 13 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So as far as the

14  ballot where a 17-year-old who can be registered to |14 ballot goes for the school district, no one has to

15 vote and vote in the My prinmary, they can noninate |15 go through a primary or are we talking about this

16 candidates for the Novenber el ection; they just 16 being a problemin the primary? Are we talking

17 can't deternmine the fate of a public question, and |17 about it being changed in general? So are you

18 so then that public question has to be removed from|18 going to have ten Denocrats on a prinary ballot or

19 that special 17-year-old ballot. That was never 19 ten Denocrats in the general ?

20 true for Novenber until this |aw changed deal i ng 20 MB. NUSSMEYER If | may, MadamChair. No.

21 with school corporations, and so we just want to 21 The lawwas witten so that school board candi dates

22 confirmthat that public question can be omtted as |22 are still just elected in the Novenber el ection.

23 aballot style for the Novenber el ection. 23 They are not on the prinary election ballot, and

24 And then the 2025 protocol s, for any type of 24  straight party voting does not apply to themin

25 nodification or new systemcertification after 25 Novenber.
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1 MR KING Madam Chai rwonan, | woul d agree 1 notification as a cover letter with the protocol s

2 with Co-Drector Nussneyer regarding that. 2 to say please respond by the specified date.

3 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  kay. Wth no further 3 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Ckay. Thank you.

4  discussion or questions, the question is on the 4 CHAI RMAN BOYCE: I n keeping with what was done

5 approval of the addendumto the 2021 protocol s. 5 in'21?

6 Al in favor, signify by saying "aye." 6 MR KING That's correct.

7 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 7 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Very good.

8 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. The Cormi ssion has

9 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 9 conpleted the first portion of our agenda and will

10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 10 begin its consideration of canpaign finance

11 The notion is adopted, and the addendumto the | 11  proceedings pronptly at 1:30 p.m Eastern Daylight

12 2021 protocol s i s adopted. 12 Tine at this location, Conference Center RoomB in

13 Ckay. In keeping with the Conmission's 13 Indiana Gvernnent Center South at 402 Vst

14 actions in 2021, | nove that the 2025 protocols for |14  \éshington Street in Indianapolis, pursuant to the

15 voting systemapproval s be forwarded to each voting | 15 notice given by the Hection Division to canpai gn

16  systemvendor to provide any response for 16  finance committees.

17  consideration by the Cormission at its next 17 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Before we depart --

18  neeting. 18 and I'msorry to keep asking questions, but it's

19 I's there a second? 19 been a while and |'mtrying to get ny mnd wapped

20 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 20 around it.

21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Any di scussi on, 21 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Vel |, we're new, SO yes.

22 questions? 22 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So when is the

23 Hearing none, the question is on the 23 deadline for approving the machines and then --

24 transnmttal of the proposed 2025 protocol s for 24  because if the deadline isn't met, then counties

25 voting systemapproval s and that those be 25 aretiedinto-- correct me if I'mwong, please,
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1 transmtted to each voting systemvendor with a 1 soneone, but counties are then tied into using the

2 voting systemcurrently approved for narketing and 2 voting nmachi nes without nodification that had

3 useinlIndiana. Al in favor, signify by saying 3 previously been approved, and do we know whet her

4 "aye." 4 this is going to cause any kind of hardship on the

5 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 5 counties?

6 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 6 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Co-Director King.

7 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye. 7 MR KING Madam Chai rman, Cormi ssi oner

8 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 8 (el estino-Horseman, no, we are not aware of any

9 The notion is adopted. 9 particular hardship that any county has identified

10 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | have a questi on. 10 or, to ny know edge, any vendor, but perhaps VSTCP

11 Wat is the deadline for reply? 11 would have more information based on their direct

12 MR VESTERCAMP.  Fromthe vendors? 12 contact with vendors regarding this process.

13 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Uh- huh. 13 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  And so what are the

14 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Co-Director King. 14 deadlines for having the nodifications approved or

15 MR KING Madam Chai rman, Conmi ssi oner 15  new equi prent approved, new applications? Do we

16  Celestino-Horseman, as | recall, in 2021, there was | 16 even have tine for any of that to be done this

17  an approximately 30-day deadline for response, and |17 year?

18 so again, in keeping with the past practices, it 18 MR KING VYes. The short answer woul d be the

19 would be a 30-days-fromtoday tine period for 19 ultinate deadline is, of course, the My 2026

20 vendors to respond. 20 primary in which the voting systens wll be used

21 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN And is that contained |21 and the early voting that precedes the prinary

22 within the version that we're putting out for 2025 |22 election date. So, for exanple, in Novenber 2024,

23 or is there separate notification that gets 23 Commi ssioners may renenber that another vendor,

24 provided to the vendors? 24 McroVote Corporation, had a change that needed to

25 MR KING There woul d be separate 25 be inplenented shortly before the Novenber 2024
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1 election, and the Commission did so, | believe, at 1 MB. NUSSMEYER | know that |'m personal |y

2 the last neeting in Septenber 2024. 2 aware of one vendor that is not seeking

3 MB. NUSSMEYER Just a point of clarification, | 3 certification -- recertification of their system

4 if | nmight, MdamChair. So certification for 4 Dbecause they're bringing forward a new system

5 previously approved systens ends Cctober 1st of 5 before the end of the year for approval. But the

6 this year, so voting systemvendors who want to 6 counties can continue using that ol der system it's

7 seek renewal of those systens to be able to narket, 7 just that that vendor can no |onger market, sell,

8 sell, or lease those systens woul d have to submt 8 or lease. They can still repair it. They just

9 an application before Cctober 1st, pay a fee, and 9 can't come to us and seek nodification for those

10 then VSTCP can performthe testing. 10  systens.

11 And so the counties can continue using their 11 M. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Ckay. That answers

12 equipment. They're just considered |egacy systens |12 it.

13 that cannot be nodified and they cannot be 13 MB. NUSSMEYER | don't know if Co-Director

14 nmarketed, sold, or leased. So Cctober 1st just has |14 King has anything nore to add.

15 to deal with the certification and whether or not a |15 MR KING No. | would sinply add that,

16 machine is legacy or not, evenif, in a legacy 16 again, there is no hard and fast deadline where a

17 status, the counties can continue using those 17 county woul d be without the ability to use a

18 systens. 18 previously certified system

19 And so the 2021 protocol that we anended this |19 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE  kay. | nove that this

20 norning -- or that the Cormission anended this 20 Commission neeting stand in recess until the time

21 norning, it allows VSTCP to performthe field tests |21 that | previously had di scussed.

22 to nove forward with those renewal s of previously 22 I's there a second?

23 certified systens. So that's one silo of voting 23 VICE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT: Vel |, sorry. Before

24 systens. 24 we recess, | just wanted to comment on the way this

25 CQctober 1, 2025, noving forward, that's what 25 neeting was schedul ed. So we've been in session
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1 the second protocol is for that we're seeking 1 for 21 mnutes and now we've got a three-hour --

2 vendor input on, and that will allowfor any voting | 2 over three-hour break. M understanding is we've

3 systemvendor to bring a new systemforward or to 3 got a very heavy agenda this afternoon. [|'mnot

4 nodify a renewed system and that's the field test 4 quite sure why it was structured this way, but it

5 that they will have to adhere to for VSTCP to be 5 seens that it woul d have been much nore efficient

6 abletotest themunder our state |aw 6 if we had just gone straight fromthis into the

7 So everything that's out in the field right 7 canpai gn finance proceedi ngs.

8 now can continue to be used, even in legacy status. | 8 So going forward, if we could do that just

9 (Once this body meets to renew those systens, 9 because if we're looking at -- because | have to

10 assuming a voting systemvendor wants to renew 10 leave. | guess I'll say, | nean, | have a hard

11 their old systens, then those will just be 11 stop at 5:15 tonight. |'ve got a proxy lined up.

12 certified for a new four-year term and then 12 | think Conm ssioner Celestino-Horseman has a hard

13 vendors can bring forward any nodifications to 13 stop at 6:00 p.m V¢ know that these neetings,

14 those systens after they're renewed or bring 14 they have gone until 8, 9 o' clock at night. So

15 forward a new voting system | know we have one 15 here | thought we had a day, and now we've set it

16 newvoting systemthat's kind of waiting in the 16 aside. Soif we could just -- whoever is in charge

17 wings to be approved by the Commission under the 17  of scheduling meetings, | knowit's not the two of

18 2021 protocols, but that's not out in the field 18 us, but if we could take that into consideration

19 right now for any counties, so that's not an issue. |19 going forward, 1'd appreciate that.

20 Does that answer your question? 20 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Absol utel y.

21 M. CELESTINO HORSEMMN  So if you have a 21 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  And | need to

22 legacy going forward, wouldn't that be -- and maybe |22 clarify. W think we have proxies set up. And

23 it's not going to be an issue. Is there anything 23 that's a problembecause we're al so wel | aware that

24 that a voting conpany is not going to seek renewal |24 there are going to be many peopl e comng from

25 of a certification? 25 around the state who we are expecting themto sit
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1 until this ends, which could be six, seven hours. 1 renind everyone on behal f of the court reporter to

2 But if they come at 1:30 and they decide to stay 2 identify yourself when beginning to speak, spell

3 and then | junp up and | have to | eave at 6:00 and 3 your name when identifying yourself, speak clearly,

4 we don't have the person, it's enpty, the person 4 and do not speak at the sane tine as others.

5 can't make it, then all these people that have been | 5 First up, we have the ratification of canpaign

6 sitting here waiting -- now, you're new | know 6 finance settlenent agreenents. Vé'|l have a

7 you didn't knowthat, but | do think going forward, | 7 presentation by Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thonpson. |

8 | don't know, we can start these neetings in the 8 recognize the Hection Dvision's canpai gn finance

9 norning. I'mwlling to come in the norning. 9 staff, M. Taylor and Ms. Thonpson, to present

10 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Sure. | would just comrent, |10 infornation concerning several canpaign finance

11  obviously, as you both nentioned, |'mnew, so sone |11 settlenent agreements entered into on behal f of the

12 of this, | think, was anticipation of having nore 12 Conmi ssi on.

13 input this morning, nmaybe sone tine to allowfor 13 MB. THOWSON  Madam Chair and nenbers of the

14 that, and certainly, yeah, just wanting to be 14  Commission, the first thing in your binder there is

15 prepared. So | will definitely take that into 15 alist of coomttees that are ready to ratify, that

16 consideration. And | agree we want to do this as 16  have agreed to pay the settlenent agreenment and

17 efficiently with respect to all the participants 17 waive a hearing.

18 and the staff as well, so duly noted. 18 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: So this is the first four

19 MR KING MdamChair, you still need a 19  pages of this?

20 second for the notion. 20 MB. THOWSON  Correct.

21 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  Yes. | was going to get back | 21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay.

22 tothat. 22 MR WESTERCAW: Can | just ask a question?

23 M CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 23 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Sure.

24 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay.  Any di scussi on? 24 MR VESTERCAMP. In the future would it be

25 (kay. Hearing none, all in favor say "aye." 25 possible to see what the -- in the absence of a
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1 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 1 settlenment agreenent, what the fine woul d ot herw se

2 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 2 bewththat information just for the nenbers of

3 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye. 3 the Comission?

4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 4 MB. THOWSON Wat the fine woul d be?

5 The "ayes" have it and the notion is adopted. 5 MR VESTERCAMP. In the absence of --

6 The Conmission stands in recess until 1:30 p.m 6 M5. TAYLCR That is the fine.

7  today. 7 M5. THOWSCN That is the fine.

8 (The Indiana B ection Comission Public 8 MR VESTERCAW: Ch, okay.

9 Session was recessed from10:24 a.m to 1:30 p.m) 9 MB. TAYLCR That is the fine. Like you niss

10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Good afternoon. This neeting | 10  $50 per cal endar day, here is the settlenent

11  of the Indiana BHection Commssion is called back 11 agreenent, you can pay it and | eave the hearing or

12 to order at 1:33 p.m at the sane location as this |12 you can wait for a hearing.

13 norning. 13 MR WESTERCAWP:  Thanks for that

14 The fol | owi ng menbers of the Cormission are 14 clarification.

15 present: Chair Beth Boyce; Suzannah WI son 15 CHARMAN BOYCE So it is what it is.

16 OQverholt, Vice Chair; Mnbers Karen 16 (kay. Is there a motion to ratify the

17 Cel estino-Horseman and John Wstercanp. |ndiana 17  canpaign finance settlenment agreenents as

18 Hection Division staff: Co-Drector Brad King, 18  presented?

19 and Co-Director Angie Nussmeyer, | think, ran up to |19 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved.

20 get her phone, so she'll be back shortly; 20 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  |'s there a second?

21 Co-General Counsel s Matthew Kochevar and Valerie 21 MB. CELESTI NGO HORSEMAN  Second.

22 \Mdrycha. The court reporter is here today, Mria 22 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Any di scussi on?

23 (ollier, fromSewart R chardson Deposition 23 Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."

24 Servi ces. 24 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.

25 Before we continue the neeting, | want to 25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
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1 MR WVESTERCAMP:  Aye. 1 Friends of Edward Constock; and 2025- 7731- 266,

2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed say "nay. " 2 Committee to Hect Mark Spel bring.

3 The "ayes" have it, and the motion to ratify 3 | have page nunbers if you wanted to | ook at
4 the agreenents i s adopted. 4 those. Tell ne what you want.

5 Next, we'll administer the oath. Any person 5 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So are you | ooki ng

6 who plans to testify at today's nmeeting on any 6 at -- so they've noved to dismss, and so what

7 matter, including candidate challenges and canpaign | 7 you're seeking is our granting --

8 finance matters, please stand for the 8 MB. TAYLCR \¥'re asking you to disniss.

9 admnistration of the oath. 9 VI CE CHA RMAN OVERHOLT:  You're asking. Ckay.
10 MR KOOHEVAR Al right. Good afternoon, 10 So technically do we on the GCommi ssion need to make
11  everyone. Please raise your right-hand. Please 11 anotion to disnmss? V¢ woul d nove to di smss?

12 say "l do" after recitation of the oath. 12 M5, NUSSMEYER  Yes.
13 Do you sol ermly swear, under the pains and 13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Is there a notion?
14  penalties of perjury, that the testinony you are 14 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN | nove that we
15 about to give to the Indiana Hection Conmssionis |15 disnss the seven cases which alerted us to the
16 the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 16 fact that the letter we sent out informng them of
17 truth? Pease say "l do." 17 the deadline to file, we sent out the incorrect
18 ALL: | do. 18 deadline. It was not their fault, so therefore |
19 MR KOOHEVAR  Thank you. 19 nove that we disniss those seven cases. They
20 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Very good. Thank you. 20 tinely notified us, and that was the inportant
21 Ckay. Next, we will get into the canpaign 21 part. They got back to us and asked the question.
22 finance enforcenent nmatters, an opportunity for 22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  kay. |s there a second?
23 committees with representatives to present today 23 MR VESTERCAWP: I'll second it. | have two
24 and accept reduced penal ties. 24 questions, though, anticipating discussion.
25 | dothink first we were going to go over and |25 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: | was going to say
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1 give Mchelle and Abbey a chance to conment on a 1 discussion.

2 fewissues. 2 MR WESTERCAMP. Have the right notices been

3 MB. TAYLCR Ckay. MNadam Chairman, nenbers of | 3 sent out?

4 the Conmission, we have seven committees who 4 MB. TAYLCR By the time we | earned we sent

5 notified us that we sent out the wong notice in 5 out the wong notice, it was days ahead of the

6 Decenber. |In Decenber, we -- |I. | don't knowwhat | 6 deadline, so the mail was not going to get them out

7 1did I didit. | will owsnit. | don't knowhow| 7 anyway.

8 | didit, but | managed to send out the notice for 8 MR WESTERCAW: And is there any reason to

9 the 2020 annual instead of the 2024 annual. So the | 9 suspect there's others that we didn't catch than
10 due date in the letter that we sent out to 10 the seven? ¢ just want to ask that question.

11  candidates was due January 20th of 2021. The 11 M5. TAYLCR V¢ sent out roughly 4- to 500
12 deadline was January 15th or 17th of 2025. 12 notices with the wong date. Seven commttees |et
13 Seven committees were like, Hey, we didn't 13 us know that it was the wong date. A handful of
14 file on the 15th because your letter said the 21st. |14 others have called in like, Hey, is this the right
15 So we've got seven commttees that we woul d request |15 date or the wong date, but they filed on tine
16 that you disniss because we screwed that up. W 16  because the deadline was -- it was wel|l past 2021,
17 dropped that ball. |, Abbey Taylor, screwed that 17  but | screwed up. | sent the wong one out.

18  up. 18 MR WESTERCAMP. | appreciate that. | just
19 I"I'l give you the cause nunbers. 19 want to clarify.

20 2025-7683-262, Cormittee to Hect Tanie D xon 20 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: | i magi ne we m ght
21  Tatum Cause No. 2025-7903-278, Conmittee to Hect |21 hear fromsone nore today.

22 lvan Usery, I1; 2025-7941-285 Conmittee to Hect |22 MR WESTERCAMP.  Yeah. Ckay. Fair enough.
23 TimR Yocum State Representative Dstrict 42; 23 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Consi stency will be

24 2025-7947-289, Wiitmer for Indy; 2025-6822-210, 24 inportant.

25 Committee to Hect John T. Young; 2025-7322-231 25 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  And after we get the
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1 second, then |'ll nake a conment. 1 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  So the issue was that
2 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: V¢ have a second. 2 youdidn't -- and you don't need to keep saying --
3 MR VESTERCAMP.  \¢ have a second. 3 it'sanewyear, right? It's a newyear. But so
4 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: V¢ have a second, so any nore | 4 for these, so they were -- the cormittees hadn't
5 coments? 5 been opened, so they couldn't file --
6 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  And that's why |'ve 6 MB. TAYLCR Ve didn't click accept online.
7 brung this notion. You know, if you get a notice 7 They did their part online. They filed the signed
8 froma government agency or anyone to whomyou nay 8 paperwork. | did not go hit accept, so they
9 have an obligation and it has a date that is 9 couldn't get online to file their post-convention
10 suspect init, you cannot just sinply sit back and |10 reports.
11  not do anything about it. You al so have an 11 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So have they since
12 obligation. You ve been notified that something is |12 filed those reports?
13 due, you don't understand why they gave this date, |13 MB. TAYLCR (h, yes.
14 so you've got to call and ask. That's the way it 14 VICE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  kay. That was what
15 works in everything. 15 | wanted to know
16 So this is an unfortunate situation. There 16 M. TAYLCR Yes. And sone of these
17 were seven groups that called and asked, so those 17 committees are closed.
18 seven, because they took that initiative and 18 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Ckay. Thank you.
19 incentive, that's why | noved to disniss the 19 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  |s there a notion to do the
20 conpl aints agai nst them 20 sane, | guess, then requesting to dismss?
21 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Sure. Qeat. So we have a 21 M5. TAYLCR Disniss on these five, yes.
22 notion and a second. Any nore discuss, questions? |22 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved.
23 Hearing none, all in favor say "aye." 23 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Wés there a notion?
24 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 24 MR VESTERCAMP: | just did.
25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 25 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  |'s there a second?
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1 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye. 1 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Second.
2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 2 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Having a notion and a second,
3 The "ayes" have it, and the motion is granted. | 3 all those in favor say "aye."
4 Ckay. Before proceeding wth canpaign 4 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
5 finance -- 5 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Aye.
6 MB. TAYLCR There's one nore. 6 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye.
7 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:.  1'mso sorry.  You had one 7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
8 nore. | apol ogi ze. 8 The "ayes" have it, and the notion is granted,
9 MB. TAYLCR | nanaged to screw up again in 9 is passed.
10 2024 and had a stack of things on ny desk that | 10 (kay. Before proceeding wth canpai gn finance
11 just let get buried. And there were five 11 enforcenent actions, we have custonarily given any
12 Libertarian candidates who filed everything on tine |12 committee present a final opportunity to pay a
13 on paper, but because | screwed up and let it get 13 reduced civil penalty by waiving the right to
14 buried, | didn't open their cormittees online, so 14 present evidence and argunents to the Commi ssion.
15 they couldn't get online to file their reports, and | 15 Cf course, any conmittee is wel cone to present
16 they mssed that reporting deadline. 16  evidence and argunents for the proposed penalty to
17 W' ve got five of those that we're al so 17 be waived or reduced, but this has been an
18 requesting you disniss because we screwed that up. |18 opportunity for those who want to waive any
19  2025-7957-294, TimCotton for Senate District 10; 19 presentation and accept a reduced penal ty without
20  2025-7959-295, Libby 4 Liberty, 2025-7961- 296, 20 naking argument or presentation.
21 South Bend for Liberty; 2025-7958-425, Run with 21 Therefore, | nove the adoption of the
22 Renhol zberger; and 2025- 7956- 426, Fonnie the 22 following arrangenents: |If this is the comttee's
23 Libertarian. 23 first violation, the arrangement is for the
24 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  May | ask a question? |24 conmittee to agree to pay 25 percent of the
25 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Sure. 25 proposed fine, plus mailing costs. If thisis the
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1 comittee's second violation, the arrangement is 1 this got taken care of. No. The rules are the

2 for the conmttee to agree to pay 50 percent of the | 2 rules and especially in this age and tinme right now
3 proposed fine, plus mailing costs. If thisis the 3 because canpaign finance is comng under so much
4 comittee's third violation, the conmttee woul d 4 scrutiny. And we admnister these rules regardl ess

5 agree to pay 75 percent of the proposed viol ation, 5 of your party, regard ess of an elected position

6 plus mailing costs. For purposes of this 6 you mght hold or have been running for. It

7 arrangenent, a previous settlenment agreenent 7 doesn't natter. Ve try to be very uniformin the

8 entered into by the coomttee will be counted as 8 admnistration of these rules.

9 oneviolation. Likewse, if more than one alleged 9 So if you are so inclined to wal k out of here
10 violation occurred on the sane cal endar day, that 10 today or know at this very instant how nuch you're
11 group of violations shall be counted as one 11 going to have to pay, what you're going to be
12 violation. 12 responsible for, | encourage you to take the deal .
13 That was a notion, so | would need a second to |13 If you're one of those who's like, Hey, let's go
14 this notion. 14 for the crapshoot, fine, but do not be di sappointed
15 VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 15 if you end up being socked for the whol e amount or
16 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Any di scussi on? 16 nore than what the deal is. Just wanted to nake it
17 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Madam Chai r ? 17 all very clear.

18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes. 18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. Any ot her
19 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Ckay. | would |ike 19  discussion, questions?
20 to say we handle this every year, and we usual |y 20 If there is no further discussion, all in
21 pass this every year. So let me let youinonthe |21 favor say "aye."
22 secret. This is the sweetest deal that you are 22 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
23 going to get today. You are not going to be 23 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
24 offered anything | ess unless you are found that you | 24 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
25 didn't violate the canpaign election law, and that |25 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed say "nay."
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1 is pretty unlikely because that's what happens. 1 The "ayes" have it, and the notion i s adopt ed.

2 These rules, while difficult, while conplex in some | 2 The Cormission will begin with the conmttees

3 cases, you are expected to know them 3 whose representatives are seated in the front row

4 So if you don't take this deal right now -- 4 of the roomand ask those who wish to accept these

5 and you get a sweetheart of a deal, 25 percent of 5 arrangenents to please step forward and be

6 the penalty if it's your first tine, and if you 6 recognized to confirmthe conmttee' s acceptance of

7 have one violation today, it will only count as one | 7 the agreenent.

8 violationinthe future. If you have nore than one | 8 M CE GHAL RVAN O/ERHOLT:  She said the front

9 problem if you' ve had nore than one problemin the | 9 rows.

10 past, we're willing to still give you a discount. 10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Just the front few rows.

11 Al that goes out the wi ndow as soon as this 11 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN W& appreci ate you
12 opportunity is closed. 12 being in a hurry, but ...

13 Now, let me tell you about sonme of the excuses |13 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Renenber that this is
14 we do not follow we don't allow V¢ have the 14 not atime for anyone to make their case to ask for
15 discretion. W& are charged with enforcing the law, |15 a reduction or waiver of the proposed penalty.

16 and we have a certain anount of discretion. So 16 Sinply state your name, the nane of the
17  when we've had people come in and say, Ch, ny God, |17 comittee, your own nane as its representative, and
18 | had a heart attack and they had to anputate ny 18 your enforcenment action cause nunber if you have
19 leg and it was 24 hours before ny canpaign finance |19 that available for staff, and confirmverbal |y that
20 report was due, we have, upon occasion, |et that 20 you are accepting this arrangenent.

21 slide. 21 MB. ESPINOBA: M nane is Estela Espinosa.

22 But we do not let slide typically things like, |22 |'msecretary for Ros Cormittee.

23 The dog ate ny canpai gn finance report, | forgot to |23 CHAI RMAN BOYCE R os.

24 put it on ny calendar, | didn't knowit was due, | 24 MB. THOWSCN  Madam Chai rnan, page 57, this
25 thought ny canpaign treasurer didit, | thought 25 is Ros Coomttee, Cause No. 2025-7612-97. It has
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1 a proposed civil penalty of $300.66 and has not 1 on page 31
2 been before the Commission before. 2 MB. TAYLCR He's got another one. Wich one?
3 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  (kay. Page 57. So it would 3 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  31. | was so proud
4 beafirst tine -- 4 of nyself.
5 MB. THOWSON  First tine. 5 MR WESTERCAWP. That's very inpressive.
6 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  -- agreenent or arrangenent, 6 M5. TAYLCR Page 31, Cause No. 2025-7120-51,
7 which would be 25 percent. 7 with a proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66. So the
8 M. THOMPSON  Yes. 8 grand total at 50 percent woul d be $1,000 --
9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. 9 $1,001.23 -- 33 cents.
10 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Plus mailing costs. 10 MB. NUSSMEYER  $1, 001. 32.
11 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Plus mailing costs, yes. 11 VICE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  Are you willing to
12 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  That's key. W 12 accept that deal ?
13 really focus on the nailing costs. 13 MR HORVATH |'msorry. Wiat was --
14 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  The 66 cents, really. Gkay. |14 VICE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  You're willing to
15 Sojust for clarification fromnaybe the staff, do |15 accept that arrangenent, nake that paynent?
16 we take each one individually and vote on this? 16 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:.  So you have two separate
17 MB. TAYLCR  Yes. 17  cause nunbers.
18 CHARVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So in the case -- 18 MR HORVATH Yes. V¢ are finally di sbanded.
19 okay. GCould you then confirmthe reduction amount. |19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  So the total for the two
20 MB. TAYLCR It should be $75. 66. 20 woul d be $1,001. 32.
21 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  $75.66. Ckay. $75. 66. 21 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So under the deal it
22 THE REPCRTER  Before you step away, could you | 22 woul d have been $2,000, plus it woul d have been
23 spell your nane, nma'am 23 counted as two penalties, which meant in the future
24 M. ESPINBA  E-s-t-e-1-a, last nane 24 that, if he had been cited again for anot her
25 Es-p-i-n-o0-s-a 25 penalty, he woul d have been on his third one, and
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1 THE REPCRTER ~ Thank you. 1 it would bunp up the anount that he woul d have to
2 CHAIRVAN BOYCE kay. So it would be a total | 2 pay. So it gives the added advantage of only
3 fee of $75.66. 3 having two conplaints conbined into one.
4 MB. CELESTI NG HCRSEMAN  Conpared to the 4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Any ot her questi ons,
5 original of 300, quite a deal. 5 thought s?
6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. The penalty was 6 | have a notion?
7 $300. 66. 7 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: 1" d nove approval of
8 So all those in favor signify by saying "aye." | 8 the reduced penalty in the anount stated.
9 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  And a second?
10 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 10 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Second.
11 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 11 CHARVAN BOYCE: Al in favor say "aye.”
12 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 12 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
13 Ckay. Very good. Thank you. 13 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye.
14 M. ESPINCBA:  Thank you. 14 MR WVESTERCAWP:  Aye.
15 MR HRVATH Hello. David Horvath, 15 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
16 Da-v-i-d, Ho-r-v-a-t-h, Friends of Scott Horvath, |16 Ckay. Very good.
17 and |'ve got a cause nunber. It's going to be 17 MR YONG MdamChair, since I'mon the
18 2025- 7120- 221. 18 front row, may | ask a question of the board on
19 VI CE GHA RVAN O/ERHCLT: 317 19 this?
20 MB. TALCR (n page 123, Friends of Scott 20 CHARMAN BOYCE On clarification of this
21  Horvath, Cause No. 2025-7120-221. He has paid one |21 case?
22 settlenent agreement, so this is the second tine 22 MR YONG Yes, clarification because | think
23  before the Commission with a proposed civil penalty |23 |1've got a partial thing, if he's finished.
24 of $1,000.73. 24 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yes.
25 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  He's got another one |25 MR YONG Not yours. |'msorry. Not yours,
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1 it's on nine. 1 that you might want to factor into what he may
2 So there are -- 2 present at the end.
3 THE REPCRTER  Sir, can you identify yoursel f 3 So | think previously issues |ike this we've
4 for the record, please. 4 generally handled at the end for the full
5 M YONG Oh, I'msorry. R Mchael Young, 5 presentation rather than doi ng them pi eceneal .
6 Y-0-u-n-g. 6 MR YONG Ether way is fine with ne,
7 There are sonme | would be nore than happy to 7  however you choose to do so.
8 take that agreenent with, but there are four for 8 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So, in other words, |
9 small anounts and the January filing that | woul d 9 think what Angie is saying is that facts nay be
10 want to make presentations. But on the other ones, |10 presented in one of the ones that's waived then
11 | don't have a problemwith making that deal. So 11  have to be --
12 when | cone forward, should I point out then at 12 CHALRVAN BOYCE:.  Sure. | nean, | woul d
13 that point which ones | agree to as the offer that |13 probably argue you coul d consider the facts later
14 you have -- 14 if wedidit separately.
15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes, right. 15 But, okay, why don't you just sit and we'll
16 MR YONG -- and then just discuss the other |16 just deal with yours --
17  ones? 17 MR YONG Ckay. Thanks.
18 VI CE CHALRVAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah. Just do it all |18 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  -- at the end -- or later
19 at once when you're -- 19 after we get into the next portion.
20 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Yeah, at the end of 20 MB. NUSSMEYER Madam Chair, if | nmight.
21 the day. 21 Maria, the first coomttee, was there a notion
22 MR YONG VYeah. That's fine. Ckay. | just |22 and a second or just a vote? Gould you | ook at the
23 wanted to make sure that we coul d separate those. 23 record for us.
24 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN So | just want to 24 (Discussion held off the record.)
25 nake sure |'munderstanding. So what you' re saying | 25 THE REPCRTER | amnot seeing a notion and a
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1 is that you have -- | don't know how nmany you have 1 second.
2 todeal with here today, all for your canpaign. 2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  kay. So we'll go back. So
3 MR YONG Yes. 3 wetook avote, but, | apologize, there was not a
4 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So you have sone that | 4 notion and a second. So this was on the first one,
5 you want to take the deal on and sone that you have | 5 which | think the |ast nane was R os, the committee
6 questions on? 6 name. Soif | could look for a notion to adopt
7 MR YONG VYeah, that | want to chal | enge. 7 that, which, again, we already voted on, but we
8 Yeah, right. 8 need a notion and a second.
9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | woul d suggest we'll do your | 9 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN | nove that we accept
10 agreerments now, and then we'll -- if you're 10 the deal nade with the Ros Cormittee.
11  contesting sonething that you're saying -- 11 MR WVESTERCAMP.  Second.
12 MR YONG Are you going to do it rowby row? |12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Shoul d we vote agai n?
13 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes. 13 Al in favor say "aye."
14 MR YONG kay. Let ne get those gathered 14 M CE GHA RVAN OVERHCLT:  Aye.
15 as you finish the second rowand do it. 15 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
16 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Madam Chai r, can we 16 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye.
17 ask Angie. | think she mght have a thought as to |17 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
18 howthat mght cause some probl ens. 18 Thank you.
19 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Procedural ? 19 (kay. |'msorry about that delay.
20 M5. NUSSMEYER Well, | don't knowif it's a 20 MR BOKWALTER That's all right. Joseph,
21 procedural issue, MadamChair. It's just part of 21  J-0-s-e-p-h, last name i s Bookwalter,
22 it may be further waived or reduced fromthe plea 22 Bo-o-k-wa-l-t-e-r, 2025-7916- 365.
23 so the one lunp that he wants to chal |l enge, right, 23 M5. THOWPSON Madam Chairman, this is on
24 would be at the end, but then you al so have the 24 page 198, Bookwalter for Senate, Cause
25 offenses that woul d be part of the plea agreenent 25 No. 2025-7916- 365, has a proposed civil penalty of
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1 $950.68. This cormittee has not been before the 1 No. 2025-5719-397. It is his fourth tine before

2 Commission before. 2 the Conmission for a proposed civil penalty of

3 CHA RVAN BOYCE (kay. So we're looking at @ | 3 $1,000 and nailing costs of 73 cents.

4 25 percent. 4 MR RANDOLPH First time?

5 MB. TAYLCR Wiich would be -- total is 5 MB. TAYLCR This is your second timne before

6  $237.50. 6 the Conmssion, and you paid two settlenent

7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So the fee was 7 agreenents, so this is the fourth billing.

8 $950.68. A 25 percent of that woul d be $237.50. 8 MR RANDOLPH | had one $50 one. 1Is there

9 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Plus nailing costs. 9 another one? That was fromyears ago.

10 CHAI RMAN BOYCE  Plus mailing costs. 10 CHAI RMAN BOYCE: It shows the dates.

11 MB. TAYLCR  $238.18. 11 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Since you' ve had, our

12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: 238 -- what did you say? 12 records show four, if you want to cone back and

13 MB. TAYLCR 18 cents. 13 plead your case, you can. But otherwi se, right now

14 CHALRVAN BOYCE: 18 cents. (Ckay. Is therea |14 you either -- well, you don't really get a deal at

15 notion and a second to accept this agreenent? 15 this point, so you can vait.

16 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved. 16 MR RANDOLPH |'mnot denying this. | was

17 MR WESTERCAMP:  Second. 17 late for a supplenental report, so | have no

18 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." |18 argument with that.

19 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 19 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  So do you want to pay

20 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 20 the full? You'd have to pay the full anount then.

21 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 21 MR RANDOLPH For a suppl enental report?

22 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 22 M CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.

23 Very good. 23 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Cbvi ously the penal ty

24 MR BOKWALTER Thank you. 24 reflects the fourth.

25 MB. NUSSMEYER Madam Chair, if | nmight just 25 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  The fine i s $1, 000
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1 very quickly. 1 plus 73 cents in mailing costs.

2 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yes. 2 MR RANDOLPH But the fine, $1,000, based

3 M5. NUSSMEYER For those of you taking the 3 upon, you said, four additional reports?

4 plea agreement, you will not get a bill until the 4 VI CE CHA RVMAN OVERHOLT:  No, no. So the terns

5 Cormmission neets again, and there will be notice 5 of the deals that we have, it's a 25 -- the

6 nailed to you after the Cormission adopts those. 6 reductions are based on 25 percent if it's your

7 So there's no paynent expected today, and you won't | 7 first violation, 50 percent if it's your second,

8 get information on howto pay it until the next 8 75 percent if it's your third, and after that there

9 Commission neeting is scheduled to deal with 9 are no reductions. So there's no discount.

10 canpaign finance matters. 10 MR RANDOLPH |'maware of one other one

11 MR BOKXWALTER Is there an option to pay 11 years ago where | missed a report, and | think |

12 today? 12 paid $50 by mail.

13 M5. NUSSMEYER There is not. 13 CHAIRVAN BOYCE  So it shows here in 2008 you

14 M CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  But you don't have to |14 had a delinquency in '22, '23, and then this '24

15 cone back for that other meeting. You don't have 15  suppl enental .

16 to cone back. 16 MR RANDOLPH So | had three delinguencies.

17 MR BOKWALTER Thank you. 17 CHAIRMAN BOYCE  So this is the fourth.

18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 18  Sorry.

19 kay, sir. 19 MR RANDOLPH So what's the penalty for this

20 MR RANDCLPH (ood afternoon, Madam Chair. 20 one then?

21 M nane is Lonnie Randol ph. |1'mhere on behal f of |21 CHAIRVAN BOYCE So the total is the full

22 the Coomittee to Hect Lonnie Randol ph, 22 anount, which is $1,000 and then the 73 cents of

23  Adninistrative Cause No. 2025-5719-397. 23 the mailing cost.

24 MB. TAYLAR This is on page 214, Cormittee to | 24 MR RANDOLPH There's no percentage reduction

25 Hect Attorney Lonnie M Randol ph, Cause 25 based on this agreenent?
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1 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHCLT:  No, because you' ve 1 Sarinais Sar-i-n-a, Wllianms Wi-l-l-i-a-ms,

2 had -- 2 andit's Sarina Wllians for State Representative,

3 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  It's your fourth tine. 3 Cause No. 2025- 7570- 248.

4 MR RANDOLPH So there's no agreenent then. 4 Ms. THOWPSON Madam Chairman, this is on

5 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Right. 5 page 137, Sarina Wllians for State Representative,

6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  The agreenent is you have to 6 Cause No. 2025-7570-248, has a proposed civil

7 pay infull. 7 penalty of $350.73, has not been before the

8 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  That's why | said you | 8  Commission.

9 caneither -- | nmean, if you want to pay it, 9 CHARVAN BOYCE  (kay. So this is your

10 although | don't know, as you heard from 10 first --

11  Conm ssioner Cel estino-Horseman, |'mnot sure what |11 Ms. S. WLLIAMS:  Yes.

12 argunents you coul d have that woul d persuade us to |12 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  -- time, so this woul d be

13 reduce it anyway. 13 25 percent of that total. Again, the fineis $350

14 MR RANDOLPH | did not cone in here to nake |14 and the mailing cost is 73 cents.

15 an argunment. | just cane in to say, yes, | was 15 M5. TAYLOR  87.50.

16 late and whatever fines, I'll probably pay it. So |16 MR WESTERCAWP: Plus 73 cents.

17 what do | have to do now? 17 M. TAYLCR  $88. 23.

18 VI CE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  Nothing actual | y. 18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  (kay. So the total penalty

19 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So | think we shoul d 19 $87.50 and then the nailing cost of 73 cents, so

20 look for a notion and a second to inpose the full 20 the total is $88.23.

21 fine, and then as Co-Director Nussneyer said, you 21 | would ook for a notion and a second to

22 will get further instructions in the mail as to how|22 approve this agreenent.

23 and when to pay. 23 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved.

24 MR RANDCLPH Let me ask, can that fine be 24 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Second.

25 paid out of the canpaign funds that you have? 25 CHAIRMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye."
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1 MR KING Yes. 1 VI CE CGHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.

2 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yes. 2 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.

3 MR RANDOLPH  Ckay. 3 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye.

4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. So let's have a nmotion | 4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "

5 and a second. 5 Very good. Thank you.

6 MR VESTERCAWP: | nove that the full fine 6 MB. S WLLIAVE: Thank you.

7 plus mailing costs be inposed on the Randol ph 7 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. Next.

8 canpai gn. 8 M ROARK Hello. MNane is Keil Roark.

9 M CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 9 Spellingis KasinKlo, -eas in Echo, -i asin

10 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Al those in favor say |10 Island, -1 as in Lina; Roark, R as in Roneo, Oscar,

11  "aye." 11 A pha, Romeo, Kilo. And the coomittee is Kyle

12 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 12 Roark for Indiana.

13 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 13 MB. THOWSCN Wat was the cause nunber ?

14 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 14 MR ROARK  Cause nunber is 2025- 7614- 98.

15 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 15 MB. TAYLCR It's on page 57, Keil Roark for

16 Ckay. Thank you. 16  Indiana, Cause No. 2025-7614-98, proposed civil

17 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And t hank you for 17 penalty of $500 plus 66 cents. It is his first

18 being so cooperative and not naking everybody sit 18 tine before the Conmission.

19 here. V& appreciate it very much. 19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE (kay. So again we're at the

20 MR RANDOLPH Like | said, | renmenber one. 20 25 percent.

21 MB. NUSSMEYER  Thank you, sir. 21 MB. TAYLCR It woul d be $125. 66.

22 MR RANDCLPH Thank you very much. | 22 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Yes. (kay. So it would be

23 appreciate it. 23 $125 penalty plus the 66 cents for the nailing

24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay.  Next. 24 costs.

25 MB. S. WLLIAVS: M nane is Sarina Wllians. |25 Do we have a notion and a second to approve
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1 this agreenent? 1 there's three -- 2025-6219-129, -145, and -304. |

2 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved. 2 knowit's going to make a ness there.

3 MR WESTERCAWMP.  Second. 3 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  That's okay. |'ve

4 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." | 4 given up trying to find them

5 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 5 MB. TAYLCR The first is on the bottom of

6 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 6 page 72, top of 73, $1,000.66. The second is on

7 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 7 page 81, proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66. And

8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 8 thethird is on page 166, and this one is proposed

9 Very good. Thank you. 9 civil penalty of $300.73. This is the first tine

10 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Thank you for your 10 before the Coomission for this comittee, so

11 service. 11 25 percent is --

12 MR ROARK  Thank you. 12 MB. NUSSMEYER  575.

13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay.  Next. 13 M. TAYLCR -- $575 plus $2 and soret hi ng.

14 M5. VELLS: Hello. Cause No. 2025-7848- 395, 14 VICE GHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  That's adding al |

15 commttee Vélls for Indiana, representative 15 three of themtogether?

16 candidate Destiny Vlls here for a penalty for a 16 M5. TAYLCR  Yes.

17 late supplemental. To ny know edge, it is ny 17 MB. NUSSMEYER  $2. 05.

18 first, and I'd like to accept the proposed 18 MB. TAYLCR So $577.05 for the three.

19 settlement of what | have been told is $350, which |19 MS. NUSSMEYER Total for all three.

20 woul d anount to, with postage, $88.23. 20 CHALRVAN BOYCE  Ckay. |'msorry. Can you

21 M5. THOWSCN  Madam Chairman, this is on 21 say that again, the total.

22 page 213, Wlls for Indiana, 2025-7848-395, has a 22 M. TAYLCR  $577.05.

23 proposed civil penalty of $350.73, and this is her |23 MR ANDERSCN  Yeah. This will be the |ast

24 first time before the Conm ssion. 24 time this happens, | tell you.

25 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. 25 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  (kay. So with the three
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1 MS. TAYLCR Total woul d be $88.23. 1 cases here, the total, with the mailing costs, at a

2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. That includes the 2 25 percent agreenent is $577.05. Correct?

3 73 cents? 3 M5, TAYLCR  Yes.

4 MB. TAYLCR  Yes. 4 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  And that includes the

5 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So with the fine plus 5 nailing cost?

6 the mailing costs, the total woul d be $88. 23. 6 M5. TAYLCR  Yes.

7 Do we have a notion and a second to approve 7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. | need a notion and a

8 this agreenent? 8 second to approve the agreenent.

9 VI CE GHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved. 9 MR WVESTERCAW:  So noved.

10 MR WVESTERCAMP:  Second. 10 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Second?

11 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Al those in favor say |11 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.

12 "aye." 12 CHARVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye."

13 VI CE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Aye. 13 VI CE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Aye.

14 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 14 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye.

15 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 15 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.

16 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 16 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "

17 Very good. Thank you. 17 Very good. Thank you.

18 MR ANDERSCN  Ray Anderson, R-a-y, 18 Next .

19 An-d-e-r-s-o-n, Wite County Denocratic Central 19 MR ERER H. I'mMchael Eler, Er-l-e-r,

20 Committee. | have a question. | have three of 20 treasurer of the Excellent -- | was -- Excellent

21 them so | think | heard this correct, it would be |21 Government for Indiana PAC | have five notices.

22 all -- if | took the deal, because this is the 22 MB. TAYLCR Weé've got to find page nunbers,

23 first, it would be all that conbined, right? 23 so give us a second.

24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | think so, yes. 24 MR ERLER They all start with the sane ei ght

25 MR ANDERSCN  Ckay. Cause No. -- well, 25 digits. Can | read those once and then the other
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1 four? 1 is $1,000, so that woul d be $500 plus the mailing
2 MS. THOWSON  Yeah. 2 costs, so it would be $500. 68.
3 MR ERLER 2025-7200- 150, -55, -347, -311, 3 (kay. | need a notion and a second to approve
4 and -227. 4 the agreenent.
5 MB. TAYLCR You' ve been before the Coomission | 5 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved.
6 three other times and paid a settlenent agreenent, 6 MR WESTERCAWP.  Second.
7 sol don't believe you're eligible for the 7 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye."
8 reduction. This is your fifth. 8 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
9 MR ERER Really? 9 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Aye.
10 M. TAYLAR  VYeah. 10 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
11 MR ERLER kay. Yeah. No, | can't afford 11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
12 75 percent. | thought | was the last man standing. |12 Thank you.
13 | didn't knowthere was -- it's been 20 -- it was 13 MR HRTADO H. M nane is Pablo Hurtado,
14 only alife for two nonths in 2019, total of 16,000 | 14 and the cause i s 2025- 7308- 62.
15 inand out. Are you sure? 15 THE REPCRTER  Coul d you spel | your nang,
16 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Vel |, the problemis |16 please.
17 he's got others. He's been here. 17 MR HRTADQ P-a-b-l1-0, Hu-r-t-a-d-o.
18 Vel |, if you want to sit down, you can state 18 MB. TAYLCR It's on page 38, Friends of
19  your case after we're done with the agreements. 19 Pablo, Cause No. 2025-7308-62. Let ne find the
20 MR ERER I'Il do that. Thank you. 20 second. He paid one settlenent -- oh, no. H's
21 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 21 been before us one other --
22 Next . 22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  This is the third?
23 MB. METCALFE M nane is Yvonne Metcal fe. 23 MB. TAYLCR There's two. |'msorry. There's
24 |I'mhere for Yvonne Metcalfe for State 24 two.
25 Representative. Do you need ny cause nunber? 25 MR HURTADQ Yeah. | got this letter. |
Page 58 Page 60
1 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yes, pl ease. 1 don't knowif there was another letter sent for the
2 MB. METCALFE  2025- 7940- 390. 2 other one. | don't live at the house where it was
3 M5, THOWSON 3907 3 nailed because | don't live in Indiana anynore.
4 MB. METCALFE  Yes. 4 MB. CELESTI NG HCRSEMAN  You said you no
5 M5. TAYLCR Page 159, | think. No. 5 longer live inIndiana. |s your commttee closed?
6 M5. NUSSMEYER Wiat's the page nunber again, 6 MR HURTADQ Yes, it's closed. Yeah, |
7 Abbey? 7 closed it this year, | believe. Yeah, | noved to
8 M5. TAYLCR Hold on. There's not real ly 8 Wsconsin.
9 rhyne or reason to the -- | nean, there is but 9 M. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  You cl osed it when?
10 sonetimes there's not. 10 MR HURTADQ This year.
11 211. There you go. Yvonne Metcalfe for State |11 MB. TAYLCR The other one is on page 128,
12 Rep, Cause No. 2025-7940-390, has a proposed civil |12 Cause No. 2025-7308-229, proposed civil penalty of
13 penalty of $1,000.68, has paid one settl|ement 13 $1,000 for a grand total of $1,500 -- or $1,501.13.
14  agreenent, so this is the second tine before the 14 Half of that would be --
15  Commi ssi on. 15 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Wl I, thisis the third tine,
16 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. 16 right?
17 MS. METCALFE: |'ve never been here before. 17 Ms. TAYLCR No, this is the second.
18 MB. TAYLCR You paid a settlenment agreenent 18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Second, okay. So 50 percent
19 for alate 2024 preprinary report. 19 of that.
20 MB. METCALFE That's what this is for, right? |20 MS. TALCR So $751 --
21 Ms. TALCR No. This is for the late 21 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Senor Hurtado, do we
22  supplenental , CFA-11. 22 have your nailing address currently?
23 MB. METCALFE  Ckay. 23 MR HURTADQ Pablo. And, yeah, it should be.
24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE (kay. So a second tinme would [24 | have all ny mail forwarded, and | have ny address
25 be 50 percent. So 50 percent of the fine, the fine |25 updated, but | don't knowif the tenant of ny house






Page 61 Page 63
1 just didn't give ne the other one. | don't know 1 MB. THOWPSON  Madam Chairnan, this is on
2 when the other one was nailed out. M house, | 2 page 59. This is Robin Wilians for Indiana, Cause
3 soldit tony dad, so he actually sent me a photo 3  No. 2025-7643-102. It has a proposed civil penalty
4 of the one that came in that was the nunber | gave. 4 of $300.66, and this is her second tine before the
5 Do they get |unped |ike annually, so would that be 5  Cormi ssi on.
6 one and then the other, or would they get |unped 6 MB. TAYLCR And the committee is cl osed.
7  together? 7 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: It is cl osed.
8 MB. TAYLCR They were in the sane envel ope. 8 MB. CELESTING-HCRSEMAN  And this was for
9 MR HURTADQ Ch, were they? Ckay. 9 failure to file the annual report for 2023?
10 M. TAYLOR  Yes. 10 M. TAYLOR  Yes.
11 MR VESTERCAMP. Can | ask a point of 11 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And that was due in
12 clarification? 12 2023?
13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yes. 13 M. TAYLCR Due in 2024.
14 MR VESTERCAWP: So it seens like there's 14 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN '24. And that's due
15 three different delinquencies listed in our folder. |15 even though the cormittee was closed? You still
16 M. TAYLCR This is the second tine before 16 have to fileit?
17 the Cormission. The 2022 annual was heard at the 17 M5. TAYLCR It was not closed before that.
18 Commission hearing in Septenber of '23, | believe. |18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  But since has been cl osed.
19 MR VESTERCAMP:  (kay. Thank you. | just 19 MB. TAYLCR It has since been cl osed.
20 wanted to be sure. 20 MB. R WLLIAVE: It was ny understanding that
21 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. So, also, can you 21 it was closed when | turned in the report in
22 renind ne of this amount. Soit's half. 22 January 2023. That's what | thought.
23 MB. TAYLCR Half is $751. 39. 23 VI CE CHALRVAN OVERHOLT: | think if you want
24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So for the two, the 24 to argue that, you shoul d probably wait.
25 total of $751.39. 25 Qherw se, what we're doing now, you' d be accepting
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1 Do | have a notion and a second to adopt the 1 adeal for a second violation so $150 plus mailing
2 agreenent? 2 costs. |If you are trying not to pay anything, you
3 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So noved. 3 cansit down and wait and try to argue your case.
4 MR VESTERCAMP.  Second. 4 MB. R WLLIAVE: Ckay. Thank you.
5 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." | 5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Next .
6 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 6 MB. ONS. H. I'mKarla Lopez Onens, and |
7 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye. 7 have two cause nunbers. Should | just read them
8 MR VESTERCAMP:  Aye. 8 off?
9 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Sure.
10 Thank you. 10 MB. OMENS: The first one i s 2025-7556- 90, and
11 MR HRTADO Ckay. Thank you. 11  the second one i s 2025- 7556- 246.
12 M. R WLLIAMS. Good afternoon. M nane is |12 M5. TAYLCR The first one is on page 53,
13  Robin Wllians, Robin Wllians for Indiana. The 13 Karla Lopez Onens for State Senate District 46,
14 adnministrative cause nunber is 2025-7643-102. | am|14 Cause No. 2025-7556-90, proposed civil penalty of
15 alittle nystified as to why I'mhere because | 15 $500. The second one i s on page 136-137, Cause
16 closed ny coomittee at the end of ny cycle in 16 No. 2025-7556-246, with a proposed civil penalty of
17 January of 2023, so |'mnot quite sure why | 17  $400.73. This is her first time before the
18 received the notice. 18 Commi ssi on.
19 MR WESTERCAMP.  Are you here to take a deal 19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  kay. So the two fines, one
20 or are you arguing a case? 20 is 500 and one is 400, so this would be a
21 M. R WLLIAVS. | amif there is something 21 25 percent.
22 totake adeal on. |'mnot quite sure. 22 M. TAYLAR That's $225.
23 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  |'s there an 23 CHA RVAN BOYCE  $225.
24 infraction? 24 MB. TAYLAR So plus mail is $226.39.
25 MB. NUSSMEYER Let's see what's -- 25 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  kay. So plus the mail,
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1 total fine $226.39. 1 MR FEHR BACH Yeah. And the first one was
2 MB. OMENS.  Thank you. 2 in'09. | don't knowif there's a difference
3 CHAIRVAN BOYCE Do | have a notion and second | 3  because sone fall off. | didn't think so, but I'm
4 to adopt the agreement? 4 not --
5 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved. 5 MB. THOWPSCN  Hoosiers for an Incl usive
6 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Second. 6 Indiana?
7 CHAIRVAN BOYCE Al those in favor say "aye." | 7 MR FEHR BACH Yes.
8 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHCLT:  Aye. 8 M. THOWSON Ckay. Cause No. 2025- 5555- 335,
9 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 9 has a proposed civil penalty of $150.68, and this
10 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye. 10 wll be their fourth time before the Conm ssion.
11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 11 MR KING Page nunber?
12 Thank you. 12 M5, THOWSCN |'msorry. 183
13 Ckay. In the next two rows -- 13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  So at this point obviously he
14 MR FEHRBACH Sorry. 14 recogni zes there is no deal, so should we just
15 CHARVAN BOYCE:  (h, yeah. Ckay. Sure. 15 adopt this at face value? And then understanding,
16 MR FEHRBACH Just a question. \¢ are not 16  when you get infornation, you nake the payment.
17 objecting to anything, but it is going to be our 17 MR FEHR BACH Absol utely.
18 fourth tine. And so the question is -- what we 18 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So let's have a notion
19 have, we believe, is afine, so we're not 19 and a second to reflect that.
20 objecting, but we'd be happy to hel p nove -- 20 MR VESTERCAMP.  So noved.
21 CHAN RVAN BOYCE  So that's really what we did |21 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.
22 at the beginning, right, is everybody that kind of |22 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Al those in favor say
23 accepted the penal ty? 23 "aye."
24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Are you asking if 24 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
25 there's a deal, if it's your fourth tine, you can 25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
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1 still nake a deal ? 1 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye.
2 MR FEHRBACH | don't think there's a deal. 2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
3 VICE CHA RMAN OVERHQLT: | think he's trying 3 Very good. Thank you.
4 toleave. You're trying to say we'll pay it? 4 MR FEHR BACH Thank you very much. And
5 MR FEHRBACH That's correct. |'mtrying 5 total nunber is?
6 to-- 6 MB. THOWSON  Total anmount?
7 VI CE CHA RMAN OVERHQLT:  Sorry, M. Fehribach, | 7 MR FEHRBACH Yes, na' am
8 just tryingto -- 8 M5. THOWPSCN  $150. 68.
9 MR FEHR BACH Yeah. No, | understand. | 9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you.
10 figured it was no. 10 MR FEHR BACH Thank you all. Qeat seeing
11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:.  So then you' re good. 11 you all.
12 MR FEHR BACH |'mgood? 12 MR PERANS. M nane is Stephen Perkins,
13 M. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN Can we say it on the |13 St-e-p-h-e-n, P-e-r-k-i-n-s. |'mwth Progressive
14 record again. 14 Denocrats of LaPorte County. | have a file nunber,
15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. So, yeah, state your 15 but | don't have a case nunber. File nunber is
16  nane, spell your nane so we can have this in the 16 7949, and it's for alate filing of our first
17  record. 17 report, so | believe we're eligible for --
18 MR FEHRBACH Geg and Mary Beth Fehribach. |18 MB. THOWSCN Wat was the file nunber?
19 And you want the cause nunber? 19 MR PERKANS.  7949.
20 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Pl ease, yes. 20 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Just give us one second.
21 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHCLT:  Probabl y spel | your 21 MB. THOWSCN  Progressive Denocrats of
22 last nane for the court reporter. 22 LaPorte County?
23 MR FEHRBACH Yeah, F-e-h-r-i-b-a-c-h. 23 MR PERKINS: That's correct.
24 Cause nunber is 2025-5555- 335. 24 MB. THOWSCN Ckay. Page 202, Cause
25 M5, THOWSON 3357 25 No. 2025-7949-372, has a proposed civil penalty of
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1 $650.68, and this is the first tine before the 1 fact, even the notice that he received for this

2 Cormi ssi on. 2 hearing says it was because he failed to file his

3 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  Ckay. So it would be -- 3 report by March 31st even though he filed it on

4 M. TAYLOR $162.50 plus 68 cents, $163.18. 4 March 25th.

5 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. $263.18 -- 5 Thi s has been an ongoi ng i ssue for Libertarian

6 MR PERANS  Ckay. 6 candidates where they log into the portal and they

7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  -- the 25 percent plus the 7 see adate and they think that's when they're

8 nailing costs. 8 supposed to file, and then they end up having to

9 Do we have a nmotion and second to approve this | 9 cone here to pay a fine. So | would like that to

10  agreenent? 10 be addressed.

11 M. TAYLOR  $163. 18. 11 CHARVAN BOYCE:  What' s the discrepancy of the

12 CHAIRVAN BOYCE  (h, | thought that's what | 12 dates? | don't understand. This is ny first

13 said. I'msorry. 13 hearing, so why would it have been so different?

14 MB. TAYLCR | coul d be hearing things. 14 MB. TAYLCR (Ckay. So Libertarians have a

15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  $163. 18, yes. Thank you. 15 whol e separate universe of filing deadlines. They

16 Motion and a second, pl ease. 16 knowthat. \& knowthat. It's not the preprinary

17 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved. 17 report, soit's not like enter the report and go

18 MB. CELESTI NGO HORSEMAN  Second. 18 ahead and assign it to all of the coomttees. W

19 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." |19 have to do themone at a tine.

20 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 20 This is on page 163. Sorry. Vé're getting

21 M5, CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 21 all over the place.

22 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 22 & have to individually assign the pre- and

23 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 23 postconvention reports to the Libertarian

24 Very good. 24 candidates. There's no assigned coomittees |ike we

25 MR PERKNS. Thank you very much. 25 do for Denocrat, Republican preprimary preel ect
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1 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 1 annual reports for all commttees.

2 MR VERAELS. Good afternoon, everyone. M 2 Qur notes say that M. Vergiels created his

3 nane is Joshua Vergiels. That's Victor, Echo, 3 ow report with the incorrect filing deadlines. He

4 PRoneo, @If, India, Echo, Lima, Sierra. And | am 4 says that the systemcreated the report. There's

5 speaking to you today in regards to Cause 5 noway -- | have no idea howit went. It wouldn't

6 No. 2025-7701-297. 6 surprise ne if the systemcreated the wong filing.

7 MR MMHN  Mdam Chai rwonan, while Abbey is | 7 The systemis 1997 technology, and it's just

8 looking for that information, may | address the 8 plugging along barely making it up the hill.

9  Commission? 9 Anyway, proposed civil penalty of $1,000 with

10 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  Yes. (Can you pl ease state 10 a nmail cost of 68 cents.

11 your nane. 11 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Vel |, it feels hard to want

12 MR MMHN Yes. M nane is Evan McMahon, 12 to --

13 Ev-a-n, Mc-Ma-h-o-n. | amthe chairman of the 13 MR VESTERCAMP.  So you' ve requested the deal ,

14 Libertarian Party of Indiana. In M. Vergiels' 14 right?

15 docunents, he's going to take the deal, but 15 MR VERAELS. Yeah. |'mnot challenging that

16 sonething that | wanted to bring to the 16 it was late. | just want to make you guys aware

17 Commission's attention is a problemwth the 17 that there's conflicting information fromthe

18 reporting system 18 Secretary of State's office.

19 This was for a preconvention report. Qur 19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Wi t, so you knew it was

20 Libertarian Party convention was in the end of 20 late?

21  March of last year. Hs notice on the canpai gn 21 MR MMHN | just want to say to everybody

22 finance portal said the report was due March 31st. |22 what |'ve said to others, that failing to neet the

23 Hefiled his report March 25th. It was actually 23 deadline, it's your responsibility to knowthe

24 due in early February because it's due before the 24 deadline. That's actually what | saidto

25 convention, but the portal says March 31st. In 25 M. Vergielsisit's our responsibility to know the
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1 deadline, not to trust that the State is accurate 1 MB. NUSSMEYER But you're not required to
2 when reporting when it's due for us. 2 file candidate paperwork ahead of your convention,
3 So it is late because of that, but it was late | 3  though.
4 Dbecause of a systemerror that is systemc for 4 MR MMHN Correct.
5 Libertarian candidates, sonething that | wanted to 5 M. NUSSMEYER So we woul d not --
6 bring to the Cormission so the Commission can nmaybe | 6 MR MMHN You woul d have no way of
7 ask the State of Indiana to update the software to 7 know ng.
8 just withinthe last 15, 20 years woul d be great. 8 MB. NUSSMEYER Yeah. Canpaign finance staff
9 M5. NUSSMEYER Madam Chair, if | mght, 9 woul d have no way of know ng that he was a
10 though, for Libertarian candidates, their 10 candidate to tell himthat a preconvention report
11 preconvention report is required if they have a 11  was due, and that is just a function of not just
12 commttee, but we also don't necessarily know 12 the software, but the way the lawis witten and
13 they're going to be a candidate at their 13 how all these things come together.
14 convention, so the ability for us to tell somebody |14 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Your party rul es.
15 when a preconvention report is due is truly not 15 MR MMHN No, it's not our party rules.
16  possible without sonmeone telling us ahead of time 16 It's state law
17 that this individual is going to file to run for 17 MB. TAYLCR Yeah. V¢ don't know
18 this office at the Libertarian Party convention. 18 specifically, so I'mgoing to nmake up dates, but it
19 So, yes, our 30-year-ol d canpaign finance 19 wll be the correct nonths. The convention is in
20 software, that's woefully in need of conplete rip 20 March, we'll say March 10th, which neans the
21 and replace. Wtil we get funded by the 21 preconvention report woul d have been due
22 legislature, the Secretary of State, that's not 22  February 10th, the postconvention report woul d be
23 going to happen. But part of the issue too stens 23 due NMarch 30th. \¢ don't get their candidate |ist
24  fromthe way the lawis witten and how pre- and 24 until March -- April 5th.
25 postconvention reports are done because we don't 25 So after all of their reports were due,
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1 have visibility to those candidates for the staff 1 everything was due, then we |earned who their
2 togoin and assign those reports to those 2 candidates were, what conmittees were open before
3 individuals so that they get the correct deadlines. | 3 the convention, and they had to file the
4 It'sjust a-- 4 preconvention that we didn't know that they existed
5 MR MMHN For clarification that's kind of | 5 until after the convention. Sane with the
6 hard to understand is, M. Vergiels had a conmittee | 6 postconvention reports. So they get a bad deal out
7 open. He would not have had to file a 7 of this because of the way the lawis witten. Ve
8 preconvention report if he didn't run for office. 8 don't even know they' re candidates until after
9 MB. NUSSMEYER  Correct, right. 9 everything was already due.
10 MR MMHON But because he sought the 10 MR MMHN And just one other thing. The
11 nonmination at the convention and had the coomittee |11 staff at the Hection Dvisionis amazing. | tell
12 open, he had to file a preconvention report. So 12 our candidates and our county parties all the tine.
13 it's alot of chicken-and-the-egg stuff that's kind |13 It's very nonpartisan even though they are
14 of crazy. 14 representatives of a party. They're very wlling
15 MB. NUSSMEYER And the convention candidates |15 to work with everybody. Abbey nessages me all the
16 do not file with our office; they only file with 16 tine, and | know | can come to her with any issue.
17 their respective political parties. So we don't 17 MR VERAELS. They' ve hel ped me out before.
18 have visibility to knowwho filed to seek that 18 It's just a confusing situation for everyone, |
19  party's nomnation. 19  guess.
20 MR MMHN Technically, they can. | just 20 MR MMHN It's a bad state law
21 doit for them 21 MR VESTERCAMP. | nove to offer the deal for
22 MR VERAELS. Yeah. But the case you 22 this gentlenman.
23 nentioned is exactly correct. | decided to seek 23 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  kay. So now, yeah, let's
24 nomnation at convention, so prior to that |1 was 24 refocus here. Soit's a $1,000 fine.
25 not planning to seek nom nation. 25 MR VERGELS Sorry.
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1 CHA RVAN BOYCE No. This is ny first 1 out there, so it would have been four total. She
2 neeting, so | appreciate the information. 2 didnot file the CFA-11.
3 (kay. So it would be a 25 percent agreenent, 3 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE n any of the three?
4 sothat's $250 and 68 cents of nailing costs would 4 MB. TAYLCR None of them Those |arge
5 be the fine or part of the deal. 5 contribution reports are still sitting in her
6 So I'Il look for -- John, | think, just made a | 6 reports due section of the website but have not
7 motionto do that. Do we have a second? 7 been filed. But were they to be filed, it would be
8 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 8 $1,000 api ece because they were due in 2024.
9 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." | 9 They're not filed, so we don't know that they're
10 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 10 late. She knows that they're entered and sitting
11 M5, CELESTI NO- HORSEMAN  Aye. 11 out there.
12 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 12 M5, JACKSON  I'msorry. | thought I filed
13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 13 them
14 Very good. Thank you. 14 MB. THOWSON So we don't know that they're
15 MR MMHN Thank you. 15 late yet.
16 MR VERAELS. Thanks very much. 16 MB. TAYLCR ¢ don't knowthat they're late
17 MB. JAOKSCN  (ood afternoon, Hection 17 yet.
18 Committee. M nane is La Keisha Jackson, L-a, 18 MB. JACKSON | apol ogize. |'ma new state
19 space, K-e-i-s-h-a Jackson. |'mhere. M cause 19 senator, and | ran three elections, and that was
20 nunber is 2025-7973-413, and | al so have anot her 20 confusion. And | didn't have any kind of coaching
21 one that | don't have a cause nunber that took 21 onthat and didn't even know | had to file those,
22 place at the end of Novenber of |ast year or 22 which is what the problemwas, and so just trying
23 October of last year for failure to report large 23 torectify this as to what the issue is.
24 canpai gn donati on. 24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Let ne ask you a
25 MB. TAYLCR This is on page 222. 25 question. Let's say -- so she's got the CFA-11
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1 MB. THOWSCN  You had two? 1 notice she has to file. Let's say she never files
2 MB. TAYLCR Cause No. 2025-7973-413, proposed | 2 it.
3 civil penalty of $100.73. This is her first tinme 3 M5, THOWSCN V& woul d never know
4 before the Conm ssion. 4 MB. JAKSCN |'mjust trying to be honest.
5 | don't know what a large contribution 5 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And we appreci at e
6 delinguency -- there's not one associated with your | 6 that.
7 committee, as far as |'maware. 7 M5. JACKSCN That was told to me, but | took
8 MB. JAKSCN So | did receive a letter. Is 8 an oath and | would not do that, so | filed it
9 it not going to conme back up? | thought we -- 9 anyway. That was told to me to do.
10 MB. THOWPSON Did you receive two letters? 10 MR KOOHEVAR I'msorry. | need to ask a
11 MB. JAKSON No. | received a letter early 11 question of the staff. Yeah, but the CFA- 11s,
12 on, failureto file. You don't have it? 1'd like |12 those contributions are appearing in the next
13 to nerge themboth together to get the 25 percent 13 standard report, either pre-election or annual
14 at one tine, if possible, please. 14 report.
15 MB. TAYLCR This is one we've not encountered | 15 M5. TAYLCR  Yes.
16  before. 16 MR KOOHEVAR So why do we not know this?
17 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. So give us the |17  The contributions are in there.
18  specifics. 18 MB. NUSSMEYER That report has to be filed,
19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. WWat's the second one? |19 Matthew, for themto know, but they woul d not know
20 MB. TALCR So the second one is actual |y 20 right now
21 two, so it would be three instead of two total. 21 MR KOOHEVAR The 2024 annual report, we've
22 She's entered contributions of $1,000 or nore into |22 crossed that deadline. You're saying there was
23 the online filing database, which auto alerts you 23 2024, so why don't we know? M question is, why
24 that you then have to file a CGFA-11 within 24 don't we know this right now? &' ve gone through
25 48 hours. She's got, sorry, three contributions 25 the 2024 election cycle. That's ny question. |I'm
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1 really asking about the system |It's like the 1 MB. JACKSCN  Wul d you give nme the 25 percent
2 contributions are in there, fromwhat |'m 2 still or it would still be 100 percent?
3 understanding. What am| missing? 3 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | appreciate the
4 MB. JACKSON It probably wouldn't hit until 4 effort.
5 2025 because this was at the end of the |ast year 5 MB. JACKSON I'mjust not going to even
6 when | filed an annual . 6 renind them |'Il take ny 50 percent to the back.
7 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN No.  Wat's happening | 7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  (kay. So we need a notion
8 hereis that he's talking about it gets put onto 8 and second.
9 your canpaign finance report. You put it inthere. | 9 MR VESTERCAMP.  So noved.
10 But that doesn't trigger as to when it was 10 VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.
11  filed, right, Abbey? It doesn't trigger -- she 11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE On the 25 percent agreenent,
12 puts it in her canpaign finance report. That 12 all those in favor say "aye."
13  doesn't trigger anything to go back and | ook when 13 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
14 it was filed since it was a suppl enental thing. 14 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
15 CFA-11 was never filed, so that didn't trigger it. |15 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
16 So we have a | oophole in the system it sounds like |16 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
17 to ne, that needs to be cl osed. 17 Very good. Thank you.
18 And we appreciate your honesty, by the way. 18 MB. JACKSCN  Thank you.
19 VI CE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  To nove on, though, 19 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Next.
20 with today's agenda. 20 MR HARR'S: ood afternoon. |'mEarl Harris,
21 CHARVAN BOYCE:  This isn't sonething that can |21 Ea -- Earl Harris, Jr. Sorry. Ea-r-I,
22 be addressed. 22 Ha-r-r-i-s, J-r. I'mhereinthe matter of the
23 MS. NUSSMEYER The first offense can be. 23 Indiana B ack Legislative Caucus PAC and the
24 CHAIRVAN BOYCE Only the one that we see 24 nunber is 2025-3908- 137.
25 right here. 25 MB. TAYLCR It's on page 77, Indiana Bl ack
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1 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah. 1 Legislative Caucus PAC, Cause No. 2025-3908- 137,
2 M5, NUSSMEYER  Agreed. 2 has a proposed civil penalty of $650.66, and this
3 GHA RVAN BOYCE:  Val erie? 3 is their 11lth time before the Comm ssion.
4 MB. WARYCHA:  Yeah. | don't think that's 4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  So | apol ogi ze. There's no
5 right because notice hasn't been given yet, so | 5 deal.
6 would say that, if we haven't given notice, we 6 M HARR'S: Thisisny only tine as the
7 can't give a hearing yet under ACPA 7 chair, so | do not take responsibility for those.
8 VI CE CGHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry. 8 Ww Heven?
9 MB. JAOKSCN Is it possible that | just pay 9 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  You' ve got some work to do.
10 the full anmount and then do the 25 percent on the 10 MR HARR'S: | have sone peopl e to have
11 next one, or | can't do that? 11  conversations wth because they' re causi ng ne
12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Since we don't have that in 12 grief. So | presune | can't work a deal .
13 front of us, | don't think that's appropriate to do |13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  I'msorry. There are no
14 that. So | think at this point we just need to 14 eleventh tinme deals.
15 deal withit's just a $100 fine in front of us, so |15 MR HARR'S: Yeah, | know Doesn't it start
16 that would be a 25 percent plus the nailing costs, |16 over at ten or sonething?
17  which is $25.73. 17 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  You wi sh.
18 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  But, Senator, when 18 MR HARR'S: Yeah, | do.
19 you cone back -- because if you file the CFA 19 CHAIRVAN BOYCE Ckay. So | think like the
20 you're going to get pulled back and you'll be cited |20 one previous, it would just be with a fine, $650
21 for being delinquent. So when you cone back, 21 with the mailing cost of 66 cents so $650. 66.
22 renind everybody that you tried to cone in here and | 22 So let's go ahead, since he's here, and vote
23 pay it early before it was even reported. Ckay? 23 on just accepting that at face value there. If we
24 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE kay. So do | have a notion |24 have a notion and a second.
25 and a second? 25 MR VESTERCAW:  So noved.
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1 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 1 sinmlar experiences as a small busi ness owner, and
2 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." | 2 they are abom nable.
3 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 3 Ms. THOWPSON Madam Chair, this is on
4 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 4 page 139, Johannes Poulard for State Senate
5 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye. 5 District 4, Cause No. 2025-7605-251, has a civil
6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 6 penalty of $150.73, and this is their first tinme
7 Very good. Thank you. 7 before the Commission.
8 MR HARR'S: Thank you. 8 MB. TALCR @Qand total plus mail cost woul d
9 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Next . 9 be $38.23.
10 MB. BECHTALD: Good afternoon. |'m Naom 10 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay.
11 Bechtold. It's Na-o-mi, Be-c-h-t-o-1-d. And 11 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Do you have -- |'m
12 it's Bechtold for Indiana, and it's Case No. -- 12 sorry.
13 Cause No. 2025- 6996- 44. 13 CHA RVAN BOYCE: (0 ahead.
14 M5. THOWSON - 447 14 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Do you have an
15 MB. BECHTQLD:  Yes. 15 alternative address that you want notices to be
16 M5. THOWSCN This is on page 27, Bechtold 16 sent to? Because what's going to happen today is
17 for Indiana, Cause No. 2025-6996-44, has a civil 17 that you're going to take the deal and then they're
18 penalty of $1,000.66, and this is her first tine 18 going to send you out a notification as to how much
19  before the GComission. 19 is owed and where to pay. |s there another address
20 CHA RVAN BOYCE Ckay. So it would be a 20  you want to send it?
21 25 percent agreenent. 21 MR POULARD | can give you ny business
22 VI CE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  So $250. 22 address, which is a box at the UPS Store.
23 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah, $250. 66. 23 MB. CELESTI NGO HORSEMAN  Wul d that work
24 Do we have a notion and a second? 24 better for receiving and getting tinely notice?
25 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved. 25 MR POLARD | would think so.
Page 86 Page 88
1 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Second. 1 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. So if you can
2 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify by | 2 get that --
3 saying "aye." 3 MR POULARD | can give you that address
4 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 4 right now if you like.
5 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 5 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  You can wite it down
6 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 6 andgiveit tothem wite it down wth your name.
7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 7 MR POLARD  Ckay.
8 Very good. 8 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN And then give it to
9 M. BECHTQLD:  Thank you. 9 thembefore you | eave here.
10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 10 MR POLARD | just used ny physical address
11 MR POLARD: M nane is Johannes, 11 when | filed ny candidacy to showthat | was --
12 J-o-h-a-n-n-e-s, last nane is Poul ard, 12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  So the 25 percent plus
13 P-o-u-l-a-r-d, and ny conmittee is Johannes Poulard |13 mailing is $38.23.
14 for State Senate District 4. Cause nunber is 14 | need a notion and second to adopt this
15 2025- 7605- 251. 15 agreenent.
16 I"I'l accept a 25 percent deal with just one 16 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved.
17 caveat. The post office in ny area does not do a 17 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Second.
18 good job. | never received the first notice, but | |18 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify by
19 got the notice that it was three days late and paid | 19 saying "aye."
20 it inmmediately -- or, say, declared it immediately |20 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
21 upon receiving the second notice. And this is ny 21 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
22 canpai gn chairman, Jason Stratton. He can al so 22 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
23 vouch for how poorly the post office in M chigan 23 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
24 Aty works. 24 Very good. Thank you.
25 MR STRATTCN Yes, that is correct. |'ve had | 25 Next .






Page 89

Page 91

1 MR MKANNA  Hello. |'mJames MKanna, 1 He-i-t-z-ma-n, representing Recenter |ndiana, and
2 J-ame-s, Mc-Kan-n-a. |'mrepresenting the 2 our adnministrative cause nunber is 2025-7729-320.
3 Committee to Hect Andrew MNeil State 3 MB. THOWSON So there's two causes before
4 Representative. This is Cause No. 2025-7522-241. 4 the Cormission on this comittee.
5 MB. THOWSCN This is on page 134, Committee 5 MB. HEETZMAN  Ch, | only have one noti ce.
6 to Hect Andrew MNeil, Cause No. 2025- 7522-241, 6 MB. THOWSCN So this is on page 66, the top
7 has a proposed civil penalty of $400.73, and this 7 of 67.
8 is their second tine before the GConmi ssion. 8 MB. TAYLCR And the other one is at the top
9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Second tine so that's a 9 of page 153. No.
10 50 percent deal, which is $200 and 73 cents for the | 10 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  175.
11 mail. 11 M. TAYLOR 175, yeah.
12 & need a notion and a second to adopt this 12 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  What was the first
13 agreenent. 13 one?
14 MR VESTERCAWP.  So noved. 14 MB. TAYLCR  67.
15 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 15 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (h, | see.
16 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify by |16 MB. TAYLCR It is their third tinme before the
17 saying "aye." 17 Commission. Each fine is $1,000, so the grand
18 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 18 total is $2,000 and -- $2,001.23, so 75 percent.
19 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 19 CHAI RMAN BOYCE: 75 percent of that.
20 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye. 20 M. HEI TZMAN V¢ were only aware of one tine
21 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 21 before the Cormittee.
22 Very good. 22 MR VESTERCAMP:  You had one settl ement
23 MR MKANNA  Thank you. 23 agreenent.
24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 24 MB. HEl TZMAN  Wat was the date of that
25 MR MNTGEMERY: Hello. |I'mWllie 25 settlenent?
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1 Mntgonery, Wi-l-1-i-e, Mo-n-t-g-o-me-r-y. I'm | 1 CHAI RMAN BOYCE: It doesn't say.
2 Friends of Eric Vlford. The cause nunber is 2 MB. NUSSMEYER There were four reports that
3 2025-7892- 277. 3 were delinquent, a 2022 pre-elect, a 2022 annual, a
4 MB. TAYLOR That is page 153. 4 2023 annual, and a 2024 pre-el ect.
5 MB. THOWPSON That's Friends of Eric Vélford, | 5 MB. HEl TZMAN V& were not aware of all of
6 Cause No. 2025-7892-277, has a civil penalty of 6 those. |'mthe new treasurer, so...
7 $1,000.73, and this is their first time before the 7 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHCLT:  So there's no deal
8  Conmi ssi on. 8 available.
9 VICE GHA RVAN O/BERHOLT: (h, it's at the 9 MB. NUSSMEYER There is.
10  bottomof 152. 10 M5. TAYLCR 75 percent.
11 CHALRVAN BOYCE:  (kay. |'msorry about that. |11 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry.
12 V¢ were hunting for it. Ckay. Soit's $1,000, but |12 MB. TAYLCR $1,501.39 is 75 percent.
13 at 25 percent, 250 and 73 cents, $250.73 for a 13 CHALRVMAN BOYCE.  |1'mso sorry. Can you say
14 first time and a 25 percent agreenent. 14 that again.
15 | need a notion and a second to adopt. 15 M. TAYLCR 75 percent is $1,501.39.
16 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved. 16 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Thank you. Ckay. So a
17 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 17 75 percent deal, $1,501. 39.
18 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." | 18 Do we have a notion and a second?
19 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHQLT:  Aye. 19 MR VESTERCAWP:  So noved.
20 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 20 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.
21 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye. 21 CHAI RMAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye."
22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 22 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
23 Very good. Thank you. 23 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
24 MR MNTQMERY: Thank you. 24 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
25 M5, HEITZMAN  Hello. | amlLinda Heitznan, 25 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "






Page 93 Page 95
1 Very good. Thank you. 1 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay.
2 M. HEl TZMAN  Thank you. 2 MB. NUSSMEYER There's two.
3 MR BURTON Hello. Good afternoon. Al ex 3 MB. TAYLCR Hold on. The other one is on
4 Burton, Al-e-x, Burton, B-u-r-t-o-n, Alex Burton 4 page 69, proposed civil penalty of $50.66.
5 for Indiana, and it is Cause No. 2025-7925- 398. 5 CHALRVAN BOYCE: (h, | see, at the bottom
6 MB. TAYLCR It starts on page 215, 6 M. TAYLCR So total would be $88.89 at
7 2025-7925-398, -399, -400, -401, -402, -403, -404, 7 25 percent.
8 and -405. This is the first time before the 8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. |'msorry. Say that
9 Commission. | have not worked out the total. 9 again.
10 MB. NUSSMEYER Six total causes? 10 MB. TAYLOR $88.89. Sorry. | was doing the
11 MB. TAYLCR Eght causes so $8, 000, 11  math here.
12 25 percent is $2,000 plus all of the mail costs. 12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  (kay. So we have the two
13 MR BURTON So this was ny first tinme running | 13 cause nunbers, and the total penalty would be -- at
14 for state office. | had been on city council, and |14 a 25 percent rate woul d be $88.89.
15 there were sone -- all the reporting changes from |15 & need a notion and second.
16 local to state really tripped us up, but | think we | 16 MR VESTERCAMP.  So noved.
17 have a handle on all the things now 17 M CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.
18 CHARVAN BOYCE  (kay. So we said eight 18 CHARVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye."
19  $1,000 penalties. 19 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
20 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHCLT:  So it woul d be $2,000 | 20 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
21  plus the mailing costs. 21 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye.
22 MB. TALCR | believe it is $2,005. 84. 22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
23 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN | think you got the 23 Very good. Thank you.
24 best deal of the day. 24 Ckay. So anybody el se that's wanting to take
25 MR BURTON Yeah. Hopefully it's the first 25 adeal? Ckay. | wasn't sure how far back we had
Page 94 Page 96
1 and last time I'lIl be before you all. Thank you 1 gotten.
2 all so much for understanding, and, again, ny 2 MB. DOYLE | wasn't sure if we were doing
3 apologies if this has caused such -- 3 rows or not.
4 MR VESTERCAMP. ¢ haven't voted yet. 4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. This is perfect.
5 MR BURTON Ch. 5 Anybody el se over here?
6 MR WESTERCAMP: Don't count your chickens. 6 Very good.
7 VI CE CHA RMAN OVERHALT: 1" Il nove for 7 M5. DOYLE  Madam Chair, nenbers of the
8 approval of the deal . 8 Commission, ny nane is Brittany Doyl e,
9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  And we need a second. 9 Br-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, Do-y-l-e. |'mhere for
10 MR WVESTERCAMP:  Second. 10 MCQrmck for Gvernor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414.
11 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." |11 MB. TAYLCR It's on page 223, proposed civil
12 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 12 penalty of $1,000.78, and this is their fourth tine
13 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 13 before the Commission.
14 MR WEESTERCAMP.  Aye. 14 MB. DOYLE Ch. Is it because she just
15 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 15 changed the name of her committee when she ran for
16 Very good. Thank you. 16  governor?
17 MR BURTON Thank you all so much. 17 MB. THOWSCN  Uh- huh.
18 MR UEY: ood afternoon. This is Steven 18 MB. DOYLE kay. M apol ogi es.
19 ey, St-e-v-e-n, Uh-e-y. I'mthe treasurer on 19 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Wl |, we have, on the few
20 behal f of Hoosiers for Cochran, Admnistrative 20 others that is that case where they have been here
21 Cause No. 2025-7806- 270. 21 four tinmes, we voted on that. Are you going to be
22 MB. THOWSCN  Page 150. This is Hoosiers for |22  argui ng?
23 Cochran, Cause No. 2025-7806-270, has a civil 23 M. DOYLE | can.
24  penalty of $300.73, and this is the first tine 24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Do you want to pay?
25 before the Commission. 25 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Do you want to pay the






Page 97 Page 99
1 penalty? 1 order. Soit may be sone tine after today before a
2 MB. DOYLE  No. 2 comittee will be required to pay the fine.
3 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE (kay. So at this point is 3 The Commission will recognize commttees to
4 there anybody else that's interested in making some | 4 make a presentation beginning with the commttees
5 sort of an agreement? 5 seated inthe front of the room It's very hel pful
6 (kay. So now we'll move on to the next phase 6 if you can speak up and say the cause nunber or
7 of this hearing, adoption of canpaign finance 7 nunbers on your hearing notice so that the
8 hearing procedures. The remaining commttees wll 8 Commission and staff can quickly look it up on the
9 becalledto permt the presentation of evidence in| 9 spreadsheet. Renenber to identify yourself when
10 these matters. Before doing so, | want to note 10 you start speaking and to indicate if you took the
11 that, in the past, the Commission has fol | owed 11 oath admnistered earlier in this neeting. If you
12 certain procedures for conducting canpaign finance |12 did not, I wll ask M. Kochevar to adninister the
13 hearings, and | nove that the Conm ssion use the 13  oath to you.
14 follow ng procedures today: 14 I's there a second to this notion?
15 A Wien each canpai gn finance matter is 15 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.
16 called, hearing will begin wth recognizing 16 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Any questions or
17  canpaign finance staff to provide information about |17 clarifications fromanyone?
18 the docunents in this matter provided to Conmission |18 Ckay. |If there's no further discussion, the
19 nenbers, including letters fromcommittees, and the | 19 question is on the adoption of the motion. Al in
20 notice given to the canpai gn committee. 20 favor say "aye."
21 B. Unless there is objection, the docunent 21 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
22 provided to the Conmssion by the Hection Dvision | 22 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
23 will be entered into record of this neeting. 23 MR WEESTERCAWMP.  Aye.
24 After canpaign finance staff conpl etes 24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed say "nay. "
25 presentation, a representative of the commttee 25 The "ayes" have it, and the nmotion is

Page 98 Page 100
1 woul d be recognized first and may present their 1  approved.
2 case for no nore than 5 ninutes. 2 (kay. The Conmission will proceed to open its
3 Cornmi ssi on nenbers may ask questions during a | 3 hearings on --
4 presentation, but the tine spent answering these 4 VICE CHA RVMAN OVERHOLT:  Ch, I'msorry. W
5 questions will be not counted against a presenter's | 5 just -- would now be a good tine to take a short
6 time. The Hection Dvision nay signal the chair 6 break?
7 when a presenter's tinme is up. 7 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: | was kind of thinking the
8 If the presenter offers additional docunents 8 sanme thing. Wuld it be appropriate if we just
9 or other physical evidence not previously received 9 took a five-mnute break?
10 by the Commssion, then the original nust be 10 MR KING VYes.
11 provided to Valerie on the Bection Dvision to 11 CHARVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. |'msorry for all of
12 preserve for the record. 12 you that are wanting to get this going. W're
13 If the Conmission finds that a coomttee has 13 going to recess for five mnutes just to take a
14 violated the canpaign finance statutes, state law |14 quick bathroombreak. Mybe all of us can benefit
15 requires a unaninous vote of all four commssioners |15 fromthat. V& will resune at this location. M
16 to waive or reduce the amount of the penalty set by |16 watch says 3:05, so we will resune at 3:10. Thank
17 state law 17 you.
18 |f the Comm ssion nmakes the decision at this 18 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Ch, we need a vote.
19 neeting to either fine a comttee or dismss the 19 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN | nove we take a
20 case against the comittee, then the Hection 20 recess.
21 Division will prepare a final order for the 21 MR WESTERCAWMP.  Second.
22 Conmission to approve at a later neeting. If a 22 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: Al in favor say "aye."
23 comittee is fined today, the comittee will 23 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
24  receive a notice fromthe Hection Dvision to pay |24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
25 the fine after the Conm ssion adopts the final 25 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye.
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1 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 1 never checked into it or looked into it or nade a
2 (Recess taken.) 2 call. | just figured since | got it fromthe
3 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. WW're going to go 3 office, it was the right date, and that's when |
4 ahead and get back started. Thank you. It was 4 filedit.
5 actually seven mnutes, so sorry. But we want to 5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Can you give us that cause
6 go ahead and get started. 6 nunber, please.
7 I think we will conduct ourselves the way we 7 MR YONG | -- | --
8 were doing kind of working fromthe front of the 8 MB. THOWSON Wés that the annual report?
9 roomback. Sowe will start up here in the front 9 MR YONG Yeah, that's the -- there's no --
10 with M. Young, if that's okay. As | nentioned 10 | didn't get a notice for that, but it's here,
11  previously, Valerie will be our tinekeeper, soit's |11l so...
12 afive-mnute tine. 12 MB. THOWSCN That's for the annual report?
13 MB. WARYCHA: It will be loud, you can hear 13 MR YONG Huh?
14 it. | put it by the m crophone. 14 MB. THOWSON  For the annual report?
15 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  And just to reiterate too, if |15 MR YONG VYes.
16 there are tines when the presenter is stopped for 16 M5. THOWSCN That was on page 97, R chard
17 questioning or interaction, then the timer does 17 Young, 2025-1907-174, the bottomof page, well, 97,
18 stop, so our time doesn't eat up into your tine. 18 has a proposed civil penalty of $250.73. This
19  And obviously too, when you begin, just state your |19 would be his third tine before the Conmission.
20 nane and spell it for -- 20 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Hol d on a second.
21 MR YONG R Mchael Young, Y-o0-u-n-g, and | |21 MB. TAYLCR The first tine he was before the
22 thank you, nenbers, for this opportunity today. 22 Commission, the first time he cane to the
23 First thing | have to do, |'ve got to blame ny |23 Conmission hearing, was in 1996. He did pay a
24 treasurer for all this. He died during the 24 settlenent agreenent between 1996 and now |
25 canpaign and left me withit. | knowit's not an 25  believe it was --
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1 excuse, but that's part of the problem And I'm 1 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE  So the R in your name stands
2 not here to make any excuses. | think | was here 2 for Rchard?
3 once before back in the early '90s. | don't know 3 MR YONG VYeah. | didn't want anybody to
4 if you guys have got that, but -- 4 know that, but you saidit.
5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE. Do you have a cause nunber ? 5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Sorry.
6 MR YONG Fromback in the '90s. 6 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHQLT:  But you're R chard?
7 CHA RVAN BOYCE  No, no, fromtoday. 7 MR YONG WlI, technically, but I'm
8 MR YONG | do, but there are so many cause 8 R Mchael. That's what | go. That's ny canpai gn
9 nunbers, |'mgoing to have to try to do these one 9 andall that.
10 at atine for you. 10 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Ch, okay.
11 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Can | suggest we take |11 CHARVAN BOYCE:  But we're sure it's --
12 the ones that you want to take the deal on first 12 MB. TAYLCR There were many R chard Youngs.
13 and knock themout of the way? 13 VI CE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Ckay. Sorry. Al
14 M YONG Ch, sure. |'ll do that. 14 right. Just checking.
15 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  That's a good point. And 15 MR YONG So anyway, | got the letter |ike
16  then we can | ook you up here in our binder once we |16 everyone el se, whoever got it, that nunber of
17  have those nunbers. 17 people, and | just waited to that date to file. |
18 MR YONG kay. The first one is an annual |18 thought | was follow ng the | aw
19 report. | received the letter as well. Actually 19 MB. NUSSMEYER So, Senator, if | mght,
20 ny report was ready to file January 1st because it |20 you're saying that this first one is due to staff
21 was all done, but | waited to the date of the 21 error with the date on the letter, correct?
22 letter. | had never filed a report before, 22 MR YONG |'mnot trying to bl ame anybody.
23 although we do do those things. The canpaign 23 MB. NUSSMEYER No, no, no.
24 manager does it. So when | got the letter, | 24 MR YONG |'mjust saying on the date on the
25 thought the letter was correct on the date, and | 25 letter, | went by the date on the letter.
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1 M5. NUSSMEYER Véll, we handl ed those 1 these to take each one individually?
2 differently at the beginning of the neeting today, 2 Ckay. So on this first one then, the Cause
3 sol just wanted to drawthat to the Commission's 3 No. -174, for this annual, if we are going to go
4 attention if you wanted to consider that separate 4 that route, then we woul d need a notion and a
5 fromthe other issues that he may bring before us. 5 second to then disniss this penalty.
6 MB. CELESTING HORSEMAN | think what he's 6 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHQLT: | d nove to waive the
7 saying is that he's going to go ahead and take 7 penalty.
8 fault for all of them 8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Waive. Sorry. | said
9 MR YONG WlI, fault, | don't want to be at | 9 dismss.
10 fault for a fine for it. 10 VI CE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT: | think in this case,
11 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: | feel like -- 11 1'd nove to waive the penalty.
12 MR YONG |I'magreeing | sent it on that 12 MR WESTERCAMP. | second that noti on.
13 date, but | did it because of the letter. 13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So we have a notion
14 CHA RVAN BOYCE: | think the only difference 14 and second. Al those in favor say "aye."
15 in those, and obviously the Cormission nenbers will |15 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
16  decide, but the seven that we dism ssed contacted 16 MB. CELESTI NGO HCRSEMAN  Aye.
17 the office and said, Hey, the date -- | nean, it 17 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye.
18 clearly said 2021, as the staff said earlier. So 18 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
19 inthis case, you' re saying the date was why you 19 Ckay.
20 didn't file it because of what the letter said. 20 M YONG Al righty.
21 MR YONG Yeah. 21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Next.
22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  You just didn't contact 22 MR YONG So that one's out of the way. The
23 anyone to say, Hey, this seens wong. 23 second one that | agree to because it's ny fault, |
24 MR YONG No, | didn't because first time | |24 messed up. You ever get that wake up in the
25 got a notice that we were doing this, first time | |25 norning during your sleep and, Ch, dang, it |
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1 had ever got a notice was on your letter of notice 1 forgot to dothat. | forgot to do one, and it was
2 of hearing that was sent out or signed August 18th. | 2 Cause -- trying to match these up. 1It's the one
3 Soit was just a nonth before. | figured I'm 3 for the settlenent for due date Qctober 17th for a
4 already coming so I'Il just do themall together. 4 loan of mine for $4,403. | think | did it the next
5 But that's the first notice | got. | didnot get a| 5 day or the day after.
6 separate notice, as | did on other ones, for the 6 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  You don't have a
7 canpaign report. First tine, August 18th. 7 cause nunber for that?
8 VICE GHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  So was the annual 8 MR YONG WlI, | do.
9 report filed before the -- by the erroneous date in| 9 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: It woul d be very
10 the letter? | mean, | knowthe date inthe letter |10 helpful if you did.
11  was, what, 2021, but the day of the nonth. 11 MR YONG kay. Yeah, hereit is. It's
12 MB. TAYLCR So the wong 2021 date was 12 2025- 1907- 396.
13 January 20th of 2021. He filed it January 19th of |13 M5. THOWSON That's on page 214. That
14 2025. 14 proposed civil penalty is 1,000 -- it should be
15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  And it was due, technically, 15 1,000 and 73 cents.
16 on the 15th. 16 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  And this is the second tine?
17 MB. TAYLCR It was due on the 15th, yes. 17 M5. THOWPSON This is the third tine.
18 VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT: | guess ny thought is |18 MB. TAYLCR (ne settlenent agreement, one
19 | don't -- | understand that those other coomttees |19 tine before the Coomssion, so this is the third.
20 contacted us, but he did file before that date, so |20 MR YONG In 1996 and the spring of this
21 | would think it was reasonable for himto rely 21 year; is that correct, if | may ask?
22 on-- 1| mean, if | get sonething like that, 1"l 22 MS. TAYLCR 1996 and | don't know when the
23 assune the year is wong and the date is right, or |23 settlenment agreenment was.
24 the day, whatever. 24 MR YONG It woul d have been $50, if |
25 CHAIRVAN BOYCE  So woul d it be best then on 25 remenber. They weren't going to charge anybody at
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1 that hearing, and | asked to be charged, so | think | 1 treasurer. But |'ma person you do what's right
2 it was $50. 2 evenif nooneis watching, and | knewit was goi ng
3 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So it woul d be 3 to cost me sone noney, but that was the right thing
4 75 percent of the 1,000; is that right? 4 todo. Andsol put that inthere when | found it
5 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  So $750. 73. 5 and nade the contribution on the date that | found
6 MR YONG Al right. And the last one -- 6 the error.
7 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Hol d on one second. 7 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  So there are six.
8 M YONG Ch, I'msorry. | apologize. 8 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHQLT: | found seven.
9 CHARVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So on this one then, 9 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  Sorry. | might have mssed
10 the Cause No. -396, the 75 percent woul d be $750 10 one.
11 and then a 73-cent nail cost. 11 MB. TAYLCR There were nine total including
12 So we have a notion and a second to approve 12 the annual, eight CFA-11s. \¢ did one.
13 that? 13 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Wiat he j ust
14 MR VESTERCAWP.  So noved. 14 explained doesn't relate to these, right?
15 VI CE CHAI RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second. 15 MB. TALCR | believe it does. They're all
16 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye." |16 on the sane --
17 VI CE CHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Aye. 17 MR WESTERCAWP: What's the nature of the
18 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 18 violation that we're tal king about?
19 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 19 MB. THOWSCN These are all large
20 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 20 contributions.
21 Ckay. MNow, go ahead. 21 MR VESTERCAW: Ckay. Thank you.
22 MR YONG Ckay. And the second one is 22 MR YONG Yeah, it was a large contribution.
23 for -- 23 | think it was deposited on April the 26th, and
24 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Third one. 24 then | found it, that it wasn't reported in the
25 MR YONG VYeah. I'mgoing totry to find 25 report somewhere in Cctober.
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1 it. Yeah. kay. It's 2025-1907-396. 1 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So we're just talking
2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  That's the one we just did. 2 about --
3 MR YONG Ckay. Well, shoot. 3 MB. TAYLCR Qctober 27th through
4 M. TAYLCR -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, 4 Novenber 1st.
5 -411, -412. 5 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  And there are seven?
6 MR YONG You got ne. This may have been 6 M5. TAYLCR There are seven.
7 theonel didn't have a notice for. | knewthere 7 MR YONG |If | night add, if it's okay, the
8 was one of them 8 only thing | would ask for the Coomittee to
9 MB. THOWSON  Madam Chai rnan, these are on 9 consider is this: I'mnot trying for any excuses,
10 page 219. | don't know which one. 10 but the purpose of the canpaign finance laws is to
11 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  And they're all $1,000? 11 report it so the other side knows what you're
12 M5. TAYLCR  Yes. 12 doing. Véll, that was on the 26th. | guess,
13 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. So of these, 13 technically | had till the 28th to report it, so
14 of the ones she just read, are you going to go 14 29, 30 plus six, that's eight days. After that the
15 ahead and accept the deal for all of then? 15 canpaign was over. There was no reason -- nobody
16 MR YONG VYeah, I'mgoing to do that. What |16 could do anything with it because the canpai gn was
17  happened, just as an explanation, there was a 17 over.
18 problemwith the bal ance when ny treasurer died to |18 And so when | found it, | reported it, and I
19 what | found out it really was, and so when | went |19 would just ask for consideration on this one only
20 intocorrect it, | had to go through all these 20 because it was so close to the end of the canpaign.
21 contributions and expenditures. | found the 21 It was eight days and the canpai gn was over. There
22 contribution | forgot to nmake, but | didit. 22 was no canpaign after that for the primary, so it
23 | guess | didn't have to because, if | didn't, |23 didn't make a difference to anybody. | broke the
24 nobody woul d have known | had gotten it, and I 24 rule. | got that. | reported it as soon as |
25 guess | could have always blamed it on ny 25 found it. But technically that's for during the
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1 canpaign so the other side knows what's going on. 1 For me to be fined is your choice, but for ne

2 There was only eight days they coul d have known 2 tobefined, it doesn't affect the statute and the

3 about it and used it, and |'mjust suggesting, 3 reason why we put it there. It was to be done

4 since it was over, | would do the $50 a day, which 4 before the primary so the other side knows it and

5 is $400. 5 they can make, Hey here's a guy that took noney

6 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Sir, | am conf used 6 fromthis person and we want to report it or do

7 because | thought we were going to start with the 7 sonething withit. But after the election there's

8 ones that you agreed to. So far -- 8 nothing they can do with it because it's over, and

9 M YONG | agreetoit. | agreetoit. 9 that's the only thing | say.

10 It's amstake. | nmade it. |'mjust suggesting on |10 | know you' ve got the power to do that. |'m

11  the penalty, which is in your discretion, that you |11 trying to give you sone circunstances which | think

12 give sone |leniency and make it $400 for the eight 12 are conpelling that it woul d have made no

13 days that | didn't report it. 13 difference. It would have made no difference in

14 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. And | totally |14 it, the eight days, but 1'Il take whatever you got.

15 understand that, but as a |awer -- you're a 15 I'mnot trying to get out of anything. |'mjust

16 lawyer, I'ma |awyer. 16  suggesting to you that it's alnost half of it,

17 M YONG M licenseis |'mretired. 17 alnost half of it. It's $1,000, and that's $1,000

18 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Lucky you. 18 for along tine.

19 MR YONG So see how good | do now 19 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  It's $1,000 for each.

20 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So, | nean, so where |20 MR YONG Yeah, | knowit. Yeah, this one's

21 do we drawthe line, eight days out, ten days out, |21 worth $1,000.

22 14 days out, just wait till a day out it won't make | 22 CHAL RVAN BOYCE:  So $7, 000.

23 adifference? | nean, we can't be put into that 23 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Yeah. This night --

24 kind of position. It's either timely or it's not 24 MR YONG Yeah. No, |'mnot taking them

25 timely -- 25 together. |'mjust only talking about this one.
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1 M YONG No. And | -- if | nmay respond. 1 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN So that's clear.

2 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN V@I I, | was trying to| 2 MR YONG This one, the agreement was

3 finish. It's either tinely or it's not tinely or 3 $1,000. I'monly suggesting that $400, to ne, |

4 it is-- there's sone outstanding just cause excuse | 4 think appropriate based on what the purpose and the

5 astowhyit couldn't be done. But other than 5 intent of the canpaign laws are. You guys do

6 that, what you're just saying is it was just a 6 whatever you want. |'mgoing to live withit. I'm

7 little bit of harmnaybe, so, yeah, | personally 7 not going to get mad or upset or do anything. |'m

8 would not be soinclined to grant that. 8 just suggesting that there is a reason to nake a

9 M YONG If | nay. 9 fair inposition of the penalty based on the

10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Sure. 10 circunstances. And so that's all |'mgiving to

11 M YONG |If | may, all |'msayingis that, |11 you. |If you don't buy it, you don't buy it. So

12 in fairness, under 3-9-4-19, you guys do have, and |12 there's nothing | can do about it.

13 we gave it to you to nake these kinds of decisions |13 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMWN SO --

14 in these situations. And to ne, | nean, | could 14 MR WESTERCAMP. Does that concl ude your

15 blane ny treasurer. He's dead and |'d do it, but 15 presentation?

16 I'mnot going to do that. | take full 16 MR YONG Onthose that | agreed that, hey,

17 responsibility for that being late. | don't deny 17 | did something wong.

18 it. 18 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So his total is

19 Wat | amsuggesting is sinply this: Snce 19  $8,000?

20 you do have discretion based on circunstances, that | 20 MS. TAYLCR 7, 000.

21 the purpose of the pre-election large contribution |21 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  $7,000. Ckay. So |

22 thing is so the other side knows about it, and that |22 nove -- what would the total be?

23 was for eight days, and there's nothing they could |23 VI CE CHAL RMAN OVERHOLT:  So for clarification,

24 do after the election on May 7th. There's nothing |24 though, when you came up here at the beginning and

25 they can do withit. 25 said there were sone you wanted to take the deal
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1 and sonme you wanted to discuss, what category do 1 M YONG I'll let you guys tell ne.

2 these seven fall into? 2 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN ~ Whi ch ones is he

3 MR YONG These are the ones that | wanted 3 taking the deal on? He has to identify those.

4 totake the deal on with the explanation for the 4 MR WESTERCAMP.  So | think we should -- just

5 Commission to consider. | mssed all three of 5 asapoint of clarification, it appears to ne that,

6 those. 6 while he's not argued his liability inthis matter,

7 CHA RVAN BOYCE  So that's a $7,000 penal ty, 7 heis arguing what the consequence for that shoul d

8 soit's 75 percent of that. 8 be. | think that is distinct fromthe other

9 MR YONG No. That's not $7,000 for these 9 individuals who have cone forward today that didn't

10 three. 10 try to dicker on the amount but just accepted the

11 MB. THOWSCN No.  Those were the ones he 11 deal .

12 took the 75 percent on, his annual report -- 12 And so | woul d say, based on the senator's

13 MB. CELESTINGHCRSEMAN  That's what |'ve been | 13 testinony today, he's accepted one deal. This

14 trying to figure out is which ones -- 14 Commi ssion has approved one deal. He's nmade an

15 MR YONG No, no, no. 15 argunent to this Conmssion on a separate deal that

16 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: V¢ just went through -406, 16 is not the 75 percent, and so | think it's up to us

17 -407 -- 17 to determine what the penalty shoul d be based on

18 MB. THOWSON He's already done three of 18 what you had said earlier today, Cormissioner

19 them W have -- 19  Karen.

20 MB. NUSSMEYER V¢ have not done three. W 20 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  But here is the

21 have only done one, Cause No. -396, plus the one 21  question: Wich one is he referring to?

22 that was waived. 22 CHAl RVAN BOYCE: Wi ch one? Now |'mnore

23 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: 1" m | ooki ng at Cause 23 conf used.

24 No. -406, -7 -- 24 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | have no i dea what

25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Can you tel | us, 25 he's saying as to -- you know, what he said is,
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1 which ones are you taking the deal on? Wat's the 1 I'll take the deal, on whatever it is he's talking

2 cause nunbers on those? 2 about, but | think | need to negotiate it down

3 MR YONG WelI, the one | didn't have the 3 further. [1've said |I'mnot going to go along with

4 cause nunber for. She gave it to you. 4 that. | nean, it is what it is.

5 CHA RVAN BOYCE  I'mlooking at -6, -7, -8, 5 M5. NUSSMEYER So, Senator, all day we have

6 -9-- 6 had the annual report that the Commission has

7 MR YONG Wll, those | have not -- -396, 7 waived. V¢ have one late CFA-11 suppl enental ,

8 that's the supplenental . 8 correct, that we did the 75 percent on with the

9 CHA RVAN BOYCE ot it. W' ve already done 9 cause nunber of -396? V¢ now have seven separate

10 that. 10  cause nunbers, all dealing with late large

11 MR YONG Yeah. And then there's the -- 11  suppl enental canpai gn finance reports, the causes

12 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Then the one we 12 ending with -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411,

13 waived, which was. 13 -412. Each of those is $1,000 and 73 cents for

14 MR YONG Yeah. That was on the canpaign 14  miling costs. Wiich of those seven causes are you

15 supplenental that was due in January because of the |15 nmaking the argument for right now?

16 letter. 16 MR YONG Onthoseit's the one we just are

17 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  (Ckay. 17  discussing, was just discussing.

18 MR YONG The other one was the one on the 18 MS. NUSSMEYER |f that was -396, we've

19 large contribution for 4,400-and-sone dollars, and |19 already discussed it and that is done.

20 | said I'll take the fine. 20 MR YONG O, okay.

21 VI CE CGHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  No, we haven't done 21 MB. NUSSMEYER -396 is done. Veé're | ooking

22 that. 22 at -406, -407, -408, -409, -410 --

23 MB. THOWSCN W haven't done that. 23 MR YONG Now I'm confused.

24 VI CE CGHA RVAN OVERHCLT: | think you're 24 M. NUSSMEYER -- -411, and -412.

25 lunping sone together. V¢ have in front of us -- 25 MB. TAYLCR Can we take a tine out?
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1 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | was going to say 1 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN | represent

2 maybe we can proceed on to soneone else and let him| 2 firefighters, and | think it's a wonderful thing

3 work in the back, work to figure out what's going 3  you do.

4 on 4 But ny question is, the documents that you've

5 MB. TAYLCR  Yeah. 5 just subnmtted, what's the purpose of those?

6 MR YONG Yeah. ['ll do whatever you want. 6 MR RFFIN So after receiving this letter,

7 CGARVWN BOYCE So let's -- 7 | reached out to our state union for some advice

8 VICE CHA RMAN OVERHOLT: | nove to table this 8 because | didn't really know what was goi ng on here

9 particular hearing. 9 or what --

10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. W have a motion to 10 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Tom Hani fy?

11 table this issue and we'll revisit. 11 MR RFFIN Amwng the few, just to -- and

12 MR YONG Yeah. kay. 12 they were like, VelIl, bring as muich evidence as you

13 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Do we have a second? 13 can and just show themthat you guys have your

14 MR VESTERCAMP.  Second. 14  stuff together, that it wasn't negligence, that it

15 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Second. Al infavor |15 was a sinple nmistake, which | consider negligence.

16  say "aye." 16 But we do keep extrenely accurate records.

17 VI CE CHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Aye. 17 Al of our contributions are made by our menbers,

18 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 18 and it's payrol|l deductions, so we know exactly how

19 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 19  much we have coning in. There hasn't been a lot of

20 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 20 action by us in sone tine, as, after talking to

21 Ckay. So up next, we'll go to this -- oh, 21 Mchelle over here, it looks like our |ast problem

22 yeah, probably you guys in the second row here. 22 was in 2003?

23 UN DENTI FI ED SPEAKER Do we all cone up at 23 MB. THOWSON  You paid a settlenment in 2007,

24 the sane tine? 24 but the last late report was in 2003.

25 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Wé'Il just do one at a tine 25 MR RFFIN So, unfortunately, that was |ong
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1 sinceit's going to be alittle bit longer. You 1 before | was even on the fire departnent. | was

2 probably don't want to stand and wait. 2 unaware of any of that. But that's not an excuse

3 MR RFFIN I've got all ny paperwork. Al 3 obviously.

4 right. M naneis Eric Giffin, Er-i-c, 4 V¢ -- the political action conmittee didn't

5 Gr-i-f-f-i-n, and I'mthe chairman of the 5 really have a lot of stuff going on. Very early on

6 South Bend Firefighters Political Action Conmttee, | 6 they revanped things, had sone bad apples. So

7 Cause No. 2025-1871-329. 7 since | took over, kind of forced into it as the

8 M5. THOWPSON  Madam Chairnan, this is on 8 local president in'22, | believe, along with ny

9 page 179. This is South Bend Firefighters 9 treasurer, this was the only mstake that's been

10 Political Action Commttee, Cause 10 nade, unfortunately. There's no really good excuse

11 No. 2025-1871-329, has a proposed civil penalty of |11 for it. There's a series of events.

12 $1,000.68, and this will be his seventh time before | 12 But as a good steward to ny nenbers, | just

13 the Conmi ssi on. 13 wanted to cone in and show you guys that we are a

14 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. 14 well-functioning PAC V¢ believe we have all of

15 MR RFFIN | do have sone exanples of just |15 our records together. V& did file the report as

16 our contribution record, our record of transactions | 16 soon as we found out that it had been mssed. And

17 just to show you that we are on the up and up on 17 since then we've reached out to the state

18  how we do things. 18 secretary/treasurer |ooking for sone advice, maybe

19 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Valerie, wll you -- 19 sone ways we can do things differently. VW& have

20 MB. WARYCHA: | will. 20 quite a bit of backups put into place as far as the

21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 21 reporting because |, adnittedly, have a lot of

22 MB. WARYCHA:  Thank you. 22 other things going on as far as the union goes, so

23 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. First of all, |23 | relied on himto nake those things happen. And

24 let ne say thank you for your service. 24 so | was not a good reninder on him but we've had

25 MR RFFIN Absolutely. 25 like three or four different remnders put into
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1 place. Everything is there. 1 anount of the penalty plus mailing costs for the
2 I'mbig on being hel d accountable, so | 2 comittee.
3 wouldn't expect a waiver. But in good conscience, 3 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Second.
4 | couldn't not come and try to seek sone sort of 4 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. W have a motion and a
5 reduction just because it is -- the noney that we 5 second, so the proposed fine is $1,000, nailing
6 have in our PACisn't put in there for anything 6 cost of 68 cents.
7 except for by our nenbers on the fire departnent to | 7 Al those in favor say "aye."
8 advocate for better working environnents, safety, 8 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
9 and good wages and benefits. V& only spend noney 9 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
10 when it is to our local politicians. Ve don't do 10 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye.
11 anything really big. It's not that we don't have 11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
12 the noney. That's not the probl em 12 Thank you.
13 As | said, as a good steward to ny nenbers, | |13 M RFFIN Thank you so much.
14 wanted to vouch for our PAC and ask for sone nercy |14 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Be careful going hore.
15 since, like | said, the last tine we cane before 15 M RFFIN Absolutely.
16 the cormittee here | think | was still in high 16 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Now we' || go back over to
17  school, so, you know, it's been a little while. 17 this side. If it's okay, I'mjust going to go back
18 But | can assure you that we are on top of things 18 and forth, be the nost fair, | guess.
19 noving forward and we won't be naking any nore 19 MR KLUTZ Good afternoon, Commssion. Zach
20  mstakes. 20 Kutz, Kl-u-t-z, with the Taft LawFirm [|'mhere
21 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN | msure you can 21 on behalf and in accordance with the notice of
22 understand that | don't think it was done 22 appearance | filed for Hanning & Bean Enterprises
23 intentionally probably, but, you know, if you come |23 for Adnministrative Cause No. 2025-417.
24 in and just say, well, cut us a break because we do | 24 M5. THOWPSON Madam Chairman, the little red
25 good things, we keep our books up, we do this and 25 tab in the back of your book is excess
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1 that, then we have to do that for everyone, and 1 corporations.
2 there's no incentive for people to properly follow | 2 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay.
3 the law of canpaign finance. 3 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Zach, it's good to
4 Plus, | see that you had delinquent reports in| 4 see you again.
5 '23,in"'22, in'20, sothis is not a new-- oh, 5 MR KLUTZ It's good to see all of you again,
6 that's the wong one? 6 staff and Conmi ssion.
7 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Vel |, but they were 7 MR VESTERCAMP.  Zach, it's odd not to see you
8 in-- 8 in deal context.
9 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN  Ch, yeah, next page. 9 MR KLUTZ That's right.
10 So 24 -- you hadn't had one since 2007. But quite |10 M5. THOWSON For '22, red tab. Hanning &
11 honestly, when PAGs stick around | ong enough, it 11 Bean Enterprises, Inc., Cause No. 2025-417,
12wl be repeated because it's easy over the years. |12 contributed to the Allen County Republican Party in
13 | nean, you started the first one 24 years ago, so |13 the anmount of $6,000. They've never been before
14 you're going to have that happen to you. But as 14 the Cormission, and Allen County refunded the
15 far as justification for us to deviate fromthe 15 contribution on 5/20/2022.
16 law, I'msorry, | don't think it would be 16 MR KLUTZ Thank you. If | mght, | have
17 appropriate, though | still love firefighters. 17 tabbed reports. It's just three pages |I'd like to
18 MR RFFIN That's all right. Likel said, |18 present to you, and I'Il walk through it with you.
19 | couldn't not cone down and do it. 19 Again, so our client is Hanning & Bean
20 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN No, and you did a 20 Enterprises. It is a corporation subject to the
21 fine job. 21 lower corporate contribution amounts. |f you I ook
22 MR RFFIN Yeah. ['mjust a fireman, so 22 on Tab 1 at the very top, Hanning & Bean
23 it's kind of -- 23  Enterprises made a contribution in the anount of
24 MR VESTERCAMP. | nove -- thank you. Qur 24 $6,000 to the Allen County Republican Party on
25 timeis nowup, but I nove to inpose the full 25 My 11th. This canpai gn contribution resulted --
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1 or arose fromthe principal of Hanning & Bean 1 Hection Dvision staff did not discover it, you

2 calling his staff and saying we've agreed to nake a | 2 self-reported and cured?

3 contribution to the Allen County Republican Party 3 MR KLUTZ CQorrect. This was discovered in

4 in the amount of $6,000 by Hanning & Bean. The 4 May, nine days after the contribution was nade.

5 treasury department then cut the check and sent it, | 5 The report was not filed to even show you notice of

6 andit was reported on May 11th. 6 this until Qctober of that same year, so about six

7 If you flip to Tab 2, on the 20th, our client 7 nonths later, seven nonths later -- six nonths

8 realized that the check came from Hanning & Bean 8 later, correct.

9 Enterprises as opposed to Hanning & Bean, LLC 9 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So the money was

10 which is another entity that they have which is an |10 returned and all of that. What's the conplaint?

11  LLCthat would not be subject to the $6,000 limts. |11 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: Wl |, because --

12 So on May 20th, they called the Allen County 12 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  What' s the al | eged

13 Republican Party and asked for a refund. 13 failure?

14 And then if you look at Tab 3, on the bottom |14 VICE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Wl l, that it was in

15 you'll see that Hanning & Bean, LLC the proper 15  excess.

16 entity that was always intended to give the 16 MB. NUSSMEYER  Corporate contribution, excess

17 contribution, five days |ater made the 17 corporate contribution, but the result is it's not.

18 contribution. 18 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Yeah. | nean, it was

19 This is the first time that this entity has 19 returned. Does the law not allow for receiving

20 been before you. They did believe that, by 20 that and then refunding it?

21 notating on the canpaign contribution report 21 MB. NUSSMEYER That's the question before

22 contribution returned on the expenditure and then 22 you.

23 excess contribution, they deened that to be a 23 M CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  That's the point he's

24 self-report, | mean, calling it to your attention. |24 naking is that there's -- | nean, the law all ows

25 They didn't just say expenditure. They said this 25 for a penalty because of an excess contribution,
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1 was an excess contribution. 1 and then, yes, there have been hearings before

2 In addition, 1've confirned with Hanning & 2 where this scenario has occurred, that a conpany,

3 Bean that they've put training in place for the 3 anentity has realized that they nade a

4 treasury group that, when contributions go out, the | 4 contribution, they contacted the conmttee, the

5 check witers clarify is this Hanning & Bean 5 candidate, whatever, and said we need our noney

6 Enterprises or Hanning & Bean, LLC to avoid this 6 back. And there are other tinmes where it's the

7 situation in the past. 7 candidate who has figured it out and has refunded

8 The reason | did not cone up for the discount 8 or paid the noney back.

9 of the plans is, | knowthere's been sone turnover 9 MR KLUTZ: Correct, or there are scenarios

10 on the board, but there is precedent on this board |10 where we get a letter fromyou all saying there was

11 under the followi ng circunstances: If it's a 11  an excess contribution, then we return the noney.

12 first-time violation, if it was voluntarily 12 And here what we're trying to say is, within nine

13 disclosed and the contribution was returned before |13 days, we realized it cane fromthe wong entity, we

14 we received notice fromyou all, which thisis the |14 tried to nake notations in the report to

15 case, and if training occurred to mtigate thisin |15 self-report, and we reissued the checks froman

16 the future, that the fine has actually been waived. |16 eligible entity.

17 So that is our request before you guys, and | |17 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So when did you get

18 did pull the transcript for that precedent just so |18 the letter fromthe Hection D vision?

19  you know I'mnot making it up. | would not do that |19 MR KLUTZ So this contribution was done in

20 to you anyway, but if you'd like that, we do have 20 2022, and we got the letter relatively recently in

21 that. | just feel like these circunstances fit the |21 this year.

22 prior precedent of this group. 22 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  He's trying to be

23 MR WESTERCAMP.  So just to be clear, you 23 nice, | cantell.

24 discovered it yourself, the Hection Dvision staff |24 MR VESTERCAWP: M. Kutz, what's our

25 did not -- or your client discoveredit, the 25 precedent again? Wat was the outcone of the prior
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1 case? 1 MB. ZWQK  Megan Zwick. That's Me-g-a-n,

2 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Do you want me to say | 2 Z-wi-c-k.

3 it? 3 M. THOWSON  Madam Chai rman, behi nd t hat

4 MR KLUTZ 1've got it. It's afirst-tine 4 yellow-- red tab is 2023 excess corporations, and

5 violation, the contributor -- the excess 5 thisis MMArchitecture & Design, Cause

6 contributor self-reported prior to receiving notice | 6 No. 2025-419, contributed to Doden for Indiana in

7 of the violation, and processes were put in place 7 the anount of $10,000 on two separate

8 toelimnate the admnistrative error in the 8 contributions. They' ve never been before the

9 future. 9 Commission. It was actually Doden of Indiana that

10 MR VESTERCAMP.  And the fine was wai ved? 10 identified this and self-reported it to the Indiana

11 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  And it was di sm ssed. 11 Hection Division.

12 MR VESTERCAWP. O di smi ssed? 12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. You can go ahead.

13 MR KLUTZ And the fine was unani mously 13 MR JON This is a sinmlar case to what we

14  dismssed, correct. 14  just heard actually. V& have a -- and if you | ook

15 M5. NUSSMEYER Wi ved. 15 at Exhibit E whichis in the back of what you

16 MR KLUTZ O |'msorry, waived. 16  have, MMis not a frequent contributor. That is

17 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | nove the conplaint |17 actually pulled fromthe data where there are 12

18 be wai ved. 18 over the life of what's in the portal, 12

19 MR WESTERCAWMP.  Second. 19 contributions to canpaigns, three to political

20 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: V¢ have a notion and a second |20 action commttees over the |ast 20-plus years.

21 to waive the penalty. 21 So we are dealing with a conpany that

22 Al those in favor say "aye." 22 occasionally gives, and they had nade a conmitnent

23 M CE GHA RVAN OVERHCLT:  Aye. 23 to the Doden canpaign to give contributions over a

24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 24 three-year cycle, $5,000 a year. (ne of those was

25 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye. 25 in June of 2023, and that is in Exhibit B there.
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1 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. " 1 Then on Decenber 4th, somebody was trying to get

2 Very good. Thank you. 2 ahead of the game and budgeting was goi ng on and

3 MR KLUTZ Thank you very much. 3 they said, well, let's just send that other

4 MB. NUSSMEYER And if | might, just for the 4 contribution, not knowing any better.

5 new conm ssioners, just background, M. Kutz is 5 And that contribution was flagged by the

6 correct. So what would typically happen with this 6 canpaign then as it was going through its process

7 report -- or with this contribution made through 7 of ensuring that everything was appropriate.

8 our office, once that pre-election report had been 8 Frankly, they contacted ne. | said we need to make

9 filedin the system Abbey and Mchelle do look for | 9 sure we disclose it. Unfortunately, it was after

10 excess corporate contributions. That's when they 10 the period of the filing, so you couldn't actually

11 get aletter saying this is anissue, it's three 11 doit onthe filing that they were preparing at

12 tines the amount of the overage. That's the 12 that point.

13 distinction he was trying to drawis that, in My, |13 So we included the meno that is Exhibit Ain

14 no report had been filed because the pre-election 14 the filing that was nade, and the Doden canpaign

15 report woul d not have been due until Qctober. 15 included that in the filing in January of 2024.

16 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Thank you. 16 And on January 9th, a day after the excess

17 MR KLUTZ  Thank you. 17 contribution was located, it was refunded by the

18 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Wien you say Abbey 18 canpaign to MM

19 has to look for over contributions, does the system| 19 So sinmlarly, we're dealing wth something

20 not autonmatically -- 20 that was identified, self-reported, and resol ved

21 MB. NUSSMEYER That one it does, right? 21 within a very short period of tine thereafter. |

22 MB. THOWSCN  Yeah. Ch, yeah. 22 nmean, the recorded date for the contribution is

23 M5. NUSSMEYER So this one it does. 23 Decenber 4th, but I'll note that that was during

24 MR JON  TomJohn, Taft Law, appearing on 24 the holidays, right, so alot of people were not

25 behal f of MKMArchitecture and acconpani ed by. .. 25 necessarily in the mdst of going through all of
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1 that stuff, and as they got to it after that, it 1 January 16th of '24. You all discovered, fromwhat
2 was realized and it was dealt with. 2 this neno says, that an over-contribution had been
3 A'so, Ms. Zwick can speak to there have been 3 nade on January 8th of '24, and the only thing
4 processes put in place to ensure this won't happen 4 about it is that the donation itself that was the
5 again. Even though they're relatively not frequent | 5 over-contribution was made on June 22nd, '23. So
6 fliersin the canpaign contribution state, they 6 it took about --
7 understand the severity and the inportance of what 7 MR JOGN No, no. Sorry. Wat happened here
8 they're doing and are going to ensure through 8 is there were two $5,000 contributions. The one on
9 processes to make sure that they will not have such | 9 the 23rd of June was conpletely appropriate. It
10 an occasi on happen agai n where they woul d have a 10 was within the corporate limt.
11 violation like this. 11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  But the second triggered.
12 So we woul d request that the fine be waived. 12 MR JON It was the one in Decenber that
13  Qbviously the statute gives this board, the 13 triggered this.
14 Conmission, the ability to do that. Twenty years 14 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  (kay.
15 or so ago, | did a fewof those when | sat in your |15 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  But it was the
16 seats, and obviously you just heard about a 16 canpaign that identified the issue, not MKM right?
17 precedent from2018. So | think this is actually 17 So this is very distinguishable fromthe previous
18 exactly the sort of case where we woul d seek the 18 case because the previous case it was the donor
19 board's mercy on this natter and ask for waiver. 19 that recognized the problemand contacted the PAC
20 I'll have Megan speak to the processes and 20 to which they nade the contribution. In this case
21 what's been done to nmake sure this won't happen 21 it's the reverse, right?
22 again. 22 MR JON  That may be true, but oftentimes --
23 MB. ZWCK  So best practice at MMis that we |23 there have been a nunber of these that happened
24 stay neutral and we don't nake these sorts of 24 over the years that those of you who have been
25 political contributions. Instead, we encourage our |25 around know of.
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1 owners and all of our staff to make their own 1 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHQLT: | ' ve been here since
2 individual contributions. But since that was ny 2 2012, so I'mwell aware of those.
3 oversight, we have put in place into our internal 3 MR JON  Yes. But --
4 payment systemto not allocate nore than $5,000 in 4 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHCLT: | mjust pointing out
5 acalendar year to the political contributions 5 that you said -- this is not identical.
6 general |edger account in our systens. And | know | 6 MR JOHN It is not identical. | understand
7 it's technology. W& can waive that. But we do 7 that. But by the same token, oftentimes nany of
8 have a pronpt to -- as a way to control equality of | 8 those, | believe, were identified by canpaigns, as
9 what we're doing. 9 apractical nmatter, the ignorance that happens from
10 So froman internal standpoint, we have a 10 the peopl e contributing.
11  process, and we sort of monitor that. | ama 11 And, frankly, it's -- | know|'ve got the
12 director of operations at MKM and | work closely 12 manual back there, right, but there are
13 with our CPAto ensure that nothing like this will |13 distinctions between an LLC It could be an LLC
14 ever happen agai n. 14 but isit asub Sor isit apartnership, and there
15 MR JOHN And it's not possible nowto issue |15 are alot of traps for them for the actual
16 a check without your approval, right, or whoever is |16 contributors, particularly ones that don't do this
17 in your position? 17 regularly. If | was here for a PACthat is giving
18 MB. ZWCK  Correct, yes. Al checks witten |18 dozens of checks a year, of course, that woul d be
19 from MM bank accounts are processed through me, so |19 sonething that would be a little different. But,
20 it's not like anybody can willy-nilly wite a check {20 in fact, we're talking about sonebody that,
21 on their own accord. Everything has to be through |21 throughout the system has never given nore than
22 our internal paynent system 22 one canpai gn check a year except in this year in
23 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Now, this nenorandum |23  2023.
24 that you've provided us, Exhibit A was sent to the | 24 Also, 1'd note just as a matter of -- the
25 co-directors of the Hection Division on 25 notice onthis actually is -- it's an oddity
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1 because it says for exceeding limts in 2024, which | 1 subsequent contribution which would be in violation

2 isnot actually what, | presune, was intended. But | 2 of law right?

3 if this were crimnal, we'd probably be arguing 3 MR JOGN  No, no.

4 whether it's even had notice of it. 4 MR WESTERCAMP. Al right. That's fine.

5 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So the second page of | 5 MR JOHN  They had conmitted in probably 2022

6 your Exhibit A I'mlooking at this |ist of Doden 6 to give the canpaign $5, 000 a year, and when we say

7 for Indiana corporate overage notification history. | 7 "agreement," it's not like there was a contractual

8 Wat does it nean at the very last one where it 8 obligation.

9 says "Agreenent conpl eted"? 9 MR VESTERCAWMP.  Uhder st ood.

10 MR JOHN  Because the Doden canpai gn had 10 MR JOHN  Just like anytinme you often see in

11  asked their donors to frankly comit to a certain 11  political fund-raising somebody says, Hey, |'mwith

12 anmount each year just as a matter of a fund-raising |12 you, I'll give you this much in this period of

13 nechani sm frankly. 13 tine.

14 M. CELESTINO HORSEMMN  So this is asking for | 14 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Any ot her thoughts,

15 the donation, but this is dated -- |'mnot sure 15  questions?

16 that's right. 16 If not, we need a notion.

17 MR JON  I'msorry. Wich exhibit are 17 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN VeI [, can | ask

18 you -- 18 another question?

19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  The second page. 19 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Sure.

20 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  The second page of 20 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So, in other words,

21  Exhibit A 21 in your case, going back to Suzannah's point, it

22 MR JOHN Oh, sothat is just sinply the 22 was the donor who discovered the error, not the

23 DocuSign that this was filed. 23 canpai gn?

24 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Right. |'masking, 24 MR JOHN No, it was the canpaign.

25 what's the "Agreenent conpleted"? 25 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN It was the canpai gn.
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1 M JON Oh, well, that's -- anytime you do 1 kay. Sothen they took action to deal withit,

2 DocuSign, this is the paper trail that DocuS gn 2 self-reported, refunded, and all of that, right?

3 produces as your electronic proof of what -- 3 MR JCGHN  Yeah, in communication because,

4 CHA RVAN BOYCE: It has nothing to do with the | 4 honestly, they identified it, and I'mnot sure they

5 contribution. 5 knewthat the client was a sub S.  And so | think

6 MR JON It has nothing to do with the 6 they verified, realized it was a violation, and

7 contribution. 7 thendidit. So, | nean, it was in comunication

8 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Just the filing of 8 with MMthroughout.

9 the-- 9 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN Do they now have

10 MR JON  Sorry. Yeah, this -- 10 sonething in place that says, when they get the

11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Just the creation of this. 11  donation in fromobviously a business entity, to

12 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  That's what |'m 12 ask themwhat corporate formthey have?

13 wondering, yeah. 13 MR JON  WlI, the canpaign --

14 MR VESTERCAW: (kay. So it's not legally -- |14 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  |'s over.

15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Right. 15 M JOHN -- didn't do that. Yeah, it's

16 MR JOHN I'msorry. | msunderstood what 16 over. But, yeah, and, in fact, that's what flagged

17  you were -- this is sinply areceipt to showthat, |17 it, | think, is if there wasn't evidence or

18 because it was filed electronically through a 18 notation of form then the question was asked. The

19 DocuSign, that it's actually the signature that was | 19 question was asked, and that led to...

20 done. 20 MR WESTERCAWP: | woul d ask our forner -- or

21 MR WESTERCAWP: | see. 21 the conmissioners who have been on for a little

22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah, yeah, yeah. 22 longer than Beth and |, so there was a distinction

23 MR WESTERCAMP.  Perhaps you answered this, 23 made between the donor and the canpai gn

24 but | just wanted to clarify, there wasn't an 24 self-reporting froma precedential perspective.

25 agreenent between MMand the Doden canpai gn for 25 Wat's the significance or relevance of that for
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1 the purposes of disnissal or waiver? 1 MR VESTERCAWP: Could | interrupt you?

2 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Vel 1, just what we've | 2 MR JCHN  Yes.

3 done in the past was, if the party before us is the | 3 MR VESTERCAMP. |'mgoing to make a notion to

4 one that self-disclosed, that's when we -- or 4 waive or disnmss the --

5 self-identified and then corrected it, took steps 5 MS. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | have a -- | think

6 tocorrect it, that's -- and, | nean, there have 6 it's excellent they self -- that they reported. |

7 been instances where it's the donor, but it's -- 7 think that's great. But what | do have a problem

8 where it's been corrected and before us. But where | 8 withis this distinction. If the conpany had never

9 we've done a conplete waiver, | think that's 9 come back to them and they had the obligation to

10 generally the party before us, they discovered it, |10 be checking for it -- and this canpaign, by the

11 disclosed it, took care of it. It wasn't that 11  way, is still open. They may not be doi ng anything

12 soneone had to bring it to their attention. 12 right now but it's still open. And so because --

13 Sointhis case it's that someone had to bring | 13 the canpaign commttee has not been closed, |'m

14 it totheir attention, and it was then that entity, |14 told anyway.

15 so the canpaign -- | don't even know who. The 15 Soit's that first part of it. The canpaign

16  canpaign was the one that -- the canpai gn 16  shoul d have been | ooking for it. It's the fact

17 identified it, and the canpaign corrected it by 17 that -- like the case we just did, they were a

18 refunding it to them but it wasn't MMthat really |18 little bit -- that one they | ooked for it and there

19 actually took steps to correct the situation. So 19 was tardiness, not nuch, but in there. This one,

20 that's just something we weigh in terns of the 20 the canpaign didn't look for it at all.

21 waiver. 21 MR JOHN No. The canpaign did | ook for it.

22 Soit's -- | nean, because of that in this 22 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: No.  The canpaign -- it's the

23 case, | would not support waiving the penalty. 23 opposite.

24 That doesn't mean |'mnot anenable to kind of 24 MR JOHN  The canpaign identified it.

25 reducing the penalty, but in this case | don't 25 MB. NUSSMEYER The canpaign identified it.
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1 thinkit -- it's not the same situation, and I 1 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN | know t he canpai gn

2 don't think |'d support waiver, conplete waiver. 2 identified it after the conpany notified them about

3 MR VESTERCAWP. Thank you for the 3 it

4 clarification. 1 guess ny perspective on this 4 MB. NUSSMEYER No.

5 matter isit wasn't brought to their attention by 5 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  (kay.

6 the Bection Dvision staff, and so we want to 6 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  |'msorry. There's a notion.

7 encourage this sort of thing, I'msure you woul d 7 Can you --

8 agree. V¢ want to encourage people to cone forward | 8 MR VESTERCAMP.  Yeah. | want to just for the

9 and self-report, so -- 9 record nove to dismss this claimagainst the

10 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  Ether party to self-report. |10 canpai gn.

11 MR VESTERCAMP. Ether party, yeah, anyone, 11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Wi ve.

12 yeah. So | would be inclined to dismss, but | 12 MR VESTERCAMP. \éive. M apologies. | nove

13 think I'malso open to do sone sort of reduction. 13 to waive this violation against the canpaign.

14 | guess |'Il ask the petitioner, if we were not 14 CHARVAN BOYCE:  |'Il second that.

15 inclined to disniss your case, what is it that you |15 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  And could | just -- |

16 would ask for specifically as a reduction? 16 think what | would just say is that M. Nussmeyer

17 MR JOHN  Vell, first of all, | would argue 17 reninded me that actually | was wong about what |

18 this is appropriate, and | would argue it's 18 said about previously, so we have actual |y waived

19 sonewhat a distinction without a difference insofar |19 the penalty in situations like this as well.

20 asif you're talking about self-reporting as making | 20 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  (kay. At this point we'll

21 sure it happens. So what if somebody called -- in |21 take a vote on that motion. Al those in favor of

22 adifferent scenario, let's say there's an error 22 waiving the penalty say "aye."

23 with the canpaign finance report, which, once 23 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.

24 again, if corrected before it's actually issued a 24 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.

25 violation, if it's sonething that's anenable to -- |25 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed.
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1 VI CE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Karen? 1 VICE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Ch, aye. Sorry.
2 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ch, | agree. | vote 2 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. Very good. Thank you.
3 forit. 3 MR RATHNOWN Thank you so much.
4 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. 4 MR MVEY: Hello.
5 MR JGHN  Thank you. 5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Hel | o.
6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Very good. Ckay. MNow |'m 6 MR MVEY: TimMVey, T-i-m Mc-V-e-y, Cause
7 going to swtch over here. 7 No. 2025-7894-384 and -387. |'mrequesting a
8 MB. TAYLCR ' re ready. 8 waive. I'll just kind of go over just kind of a
9 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Vel |, he's going to have to 9 time line of things that happened, naybe a short
10 wait. You're going to have to wait a mnute. 10 tine line. Beginning of April, | nmet with a
11 MR YONG (kay. 11 conpany --
12 CHAIRVAN BOYCE We're going to go with these |12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Hol d one second. \¢ j ust
13 guys next. 13  need to catch up with you here.
14 Thank you for being patient. 14 MR MVEY: |'msorry.
15 MR RATHNOW Ch, yeah. Thank you guys. Good |15 M5. TAYLCR Page 208 and 210.
16 afternoon. M nane is Qeg Rathnow, Gr-e-g, 16 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:.  Ckay. | think we are good
17 Ra-t-h-n-o-w |'mhere with Rathnow for Indiana, |17 now
18  Cause No. 2025- 6809- 209. 18 MR MVEY: Ckay. So quick tine line. The
19 MB. THOWSCN That will be page 116. This is |19 beginning of April, | nmet with a conpany about
20 Rathnow for Indiana, Cause No. 2025-6809-209. It 20 doing sone mailers for ny canpaign. A that tine
21 has acivil penalty of $150.73. This is the first |21 we scheduled for mailers to go out on April 15th
22 tine before the Commission. 22 and April 20th.
23 MR RATHNOW Thank you. And so I'mjust here |23 Then |, at the sane tine, schedul ed for
24 because | was one that received the letter that 24  transfers fromny personal bank account to be made
25 said January 20th. | filed on-- | put it -- quite |25 to ny canpai gn bank account, and kind of out of
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1 frankly, | did not even notice that it said 2021. 1 sight, out of mind. O the 11th of April, ny
2 | put January 20th in ny calendar. | filed on 2 nmother went to the hospital for pneunonia. On the
3 January 17th and got a notification imwediately 3 12th, ny basenent flooded and | had to create a
4 that said | was late. 4 claim | have both a bank statenent for the
5 And at that time | reached out to co-counsel 5 transfers that were made and the cl ai mnunber for
6 and asked what to do, and their advice at that time | 6 the basement. And then on the 15th, ny nother
7 was hold on to your letters and present your case 7 passed away, which was the sane date as ny first
8 before the Conmission. So admttedly, | guess, | 8 mailer was scheduled to go out and the sane day as
9 didn't contact the right people to get put on the 9 the first transfer that was supposed to be made.
10 list fromearlier today, but | did reach out to 10 After that, it was just kind of ny canpaign
11 counsel . 11 cane to a halt because of ny nother's death. | was
12 VICE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: 1" d nove to dismss 12 the oldest child, had to take care of everything,
13 the penalty. 13 conpletely spaced the fact that | had to file these
14 MR WESTERCAMP.  Second. 14  COFA-11 reports, and yeah. | eventually got one in
15 VICE GHAl RVAN OVERHOLT: O wai ve, wai ve, 15 before the full fee amount hit, but the other one,
16  waive, waive, waive the penalty. Sorry. 16 unfortunately, | didn't make it. So |'mjust
17 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: | kind of like this. It's 17 asking for nercy for the fee to be waived. | have
18 going to be another action we're going to take. 18 ny nother's death certificate too, but this is the
19 No, I'mkidding. 19 original copy.
20 Ckay. There's been a notion and a second to 20 MR VESTERCAMP. |'s there a reason why you
21 waive this penalty. Al those in favor say "aye." |21 didn't take the deal? This is your first
22 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 22 violation, right?
23 MR WESTERCAMP.  Aye. 23 MR MVEY: Yeah, yeah. | wanted to see if |
24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Aye. 24 could get the full amount waived for the
25 (pposed. 25 circunstance because | didn't -- | nean --
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1 MB. TALCR It's cl osed. 1 And no natter what happened, there was a violation
2 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So when were the 2 of the law So now our question is, we find that
3 reports due? 3 there was a violation, how mich do we assess to you
4 MR MVEY: April 17th and April 22nd. 4 or do we waive the conplaint.
5 MB. TAYLCR  Yes. 5 MR MVEY: | understand. |'mjust asking for
6 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Ckay. Because then | | 6 the nercy.
7 don't have any dates. And you filed themwhen? 7 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | woul d nove that we
8 MR MVEY: | believe | filed themboth -- 8 give himthe 25 percent penalty.
9 M5. TAYLCR My 8th. 9 VI CE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT: 1" d second that.
10 MR MVEY: Yeah, which would have been maybe |10 MR WESTERCAMP. 25 percent penalty? Ckay.
11 right after the election day when | closed ny 11 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN 25 percent penal ty.
12 canpaign comittee. 12 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  kay. So that would be -- so
13 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And - - 13 the one is 1,000, and the other one is 850.
14 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Do you have any funds | 14 MB. NUSSMEYER  $462. 50.
15 in your canpai gn account? 15 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  |'msorry. Say that again.
16 M. TAYLCR The conmittee is closed. 16 MB. NUSSMEYER  $462. 50.
17 MR MVEY: No. | closed the canpaign account |17 CHA RMAN BOYCE:  kay. Is that --
18 as well. 18 MS. TAYLCR  $463. 86.
19 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN So in that case is he | 19 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. So there's been a
20 personal l'y responsi bl e? 20 notion and a second to take it to the 25 percent
21 MB. TAYLCR | believe so, yes. 21  because this is your first tinme before the
22 MR VESTERCAWP: Do you have an LLC? |s the 22 Commission for a total of $463.86.
23 canpaign an LLCor is it a sole proprietorship? 23 Al those in favor say "aye."
24 MR MVEY: It's solely ne. | financed, did 24 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
25 everything on ny own for the canpaign, so... 25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
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1 MB. CELESTINOHORSEMAN So I'mwith ny 1 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
2 colleague over here. Wy didn't you take the deal? | 2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed.
3 | nean, you knew you were late. You admt that you | 3 Thank you.
4 were late, and you coul d have gotten it paid of f 4 MR MVEY: Thank you.
5 25 percent of that anount. 5 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. You can go next, and
6 MR MVEY: Rght. | don't disagree. 6 then we'll swtch back over.
7 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN  And | appreci ate, 7 MR BARE (ood afternoon. Qiver Barie,
8 very nmuch appreciate, the tragedies that you've had | 8 Ol-i-v-e-r, B-a-r-i-e, here on behalf of ny client
9 todeal with and your nmind is in another state. 9 Jdean Sate Technol ogy Goup, Cause No. 2022-418.
10 D d you have a treasurer? 10 MB. THOWSON That's behind your red tab.
11 MR MVEY: No. It was ne. 11 This was Jean S ate?
12 M. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN Al right. Then, you |12 MR BARE That's correct.
13  know-- and I'msorry it was just you. They were 13 MB. THOWSON Ckay. The 2023 excess
14 due -- what date did you say your mother died? 14 corporation. This is Qean Sate Technol ogy G oup,
15 MR MVEY: The 15th of April. 15 Cause No. 2025-418, contributed to Dego for
16 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN 4/ 15 and, yeah, two 16 Indiana in the amount of $9,000. dean Sate
17 days on that one and the 22nd on the ot her one. 17 Technol ogy Goup self-reported this to the Indiana
18 And had she been ill before then? 18 Hection Division.
19 MR MVEY: No. It was unexpected. 19 MR BARE Thank you. If | nmay, | believe
20 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  You know, | wish you |20 our case is nost sinilar to the Hanning & Bean case
21 had taken the deal. That's why we offer it is that |21 you heard previously today. W& did self-report.
22 when peopl e get -- because technically, under law, |22 Upon dean Sate's first contribution to Dego, |
23 while we have the discretion to adjust the anounts |23 was retained as counsel to advise themfor going
24 like with the deal, we don't have any discretion to |24 ahead on canpai gn contributions.
25 determne if there has been a violation of the law |25 Wien reviewing their first contribution, I
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1 realized quickly that this was in excess of the 1 MR BARE Until we reported them-- or until
2 $5,000 linmt, and so | inmediately counsel ed them 2 we called themand --
3 toself-report this violation. And we did so 3 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  And it took until February?
4 within-- the formal self-report was in February, 4 MR BARE It took sone tine to make contact
5 but we contacted you folks, | think, about a month 5 with the canpaign account, with the Dego for
6 to 45 days after the violation was realized and 6 Indiana canpaign.
7 since worked quickly with the Diego for Indiana 7 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Real | y?
8 canpaign account to anend the report and refund the | 8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Wat do you nean by that ?
9 contribution. 9 MR BARE \¢ didnot get acall or an email.
10 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. So the -- and |10 The first contact response was February 7th |
11  you are with the -- 11 received an email finally connecting ne with the
12 MR BARE | amcounsel for dean Sate 12 treasurer that could help us rectify the reports.
13 Technol ogy G oup. 13 CHARVAN BOYCE: <o |ike six nonths |ater?
14 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Ckay. So you 14 MR BARE VYes.
15 discovered the error -- the contribution was nade 15 MB. CELESTING HORSEMAN  And after that then,
16  on 6/30/23? 16  do you know, did Diego go ahead then and report it?
17 MR BARE That's correct. 17 MR BARE Yes. Included in the packet I
18 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN  And then in February |18 think | provided --
19 of '24, is that when you -- 19 CHAI RVBN BOYCE:  (h, sorry.
20 MR BARE That's when we sent the formal 20 M BARE MNo. Yourefine. Youre fine. |
21 self-report letter. However, on August 7th, we 21 think it's the last -- towards the very end, the
22 contacted -- August 7th of 2023, we contacted Diego |22 last two pages, is the anended report where it
23 for Indiana canpaign. And then, on August 8th, | 23 shows a refunded contribution.
24 called, as counsel on behalf of CSTG the Hection |24 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN |'mjust a bit
25 Dvisionto ask -- to state the issue and the 25 perturbed because we have spent all day telling
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1 violation and then al so what next steps are and how| 1 everyone who's coming in here that you' ve got to
2 we work to rectify this inmediately. 2 followthese rules, you ve got to follow these
3 MB. NUSSMEYER And if | mght ask the staff, 3 rules, and yet our chief election officer didn't
4 they would have had a semannual report due? |If 4 catchit and didn't respond to you for six nonths.
5 the contribution was made on June 30, 2023, they 5 Now that's not your problem and | won't -- | will
6 would have a -- 6 stop there because the question before us today is
7 M5. TAYLCR The Diego conmttee, yes, had a 7 do we fine your conpany.
8 report due by July 15th, yes. 8 MR BARE |'msinply outside counsel for the
9 MB. NUSSMEYER Ckay. And then did you 9 conpany, just for the record.
10 identify the excessive -- 10 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  What ki nd of work
11 MB. TAYLCR That's not -- no. V& woul dn't 11  does dean Sate do?
12 have done it at that tine. 12 MR BARE (dean Sate -- that's a great
13 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMWN SO -- 13 question. M understanding, and | amno expert,
14 MB. NUSSMEYER  You woul d have done it at the |14 they are behi nd-the-scenes software, so they work
15 end of the year. 15 wth Amazon web services to put back-end technol ogy
16 MB. TAYLCR  Yes. 16 together. That is about as far as | could tell
17 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So Diego for Indiana |17  you.
18 commttee included it in their July report? 18 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN VeI |, you just said a
19 MB. TAYLCR | assune, yes. 19  bunch of words, and | have no idea what you said.
20 MR BARE Yes, July 17th. 20 MR BARE That's kind of how! feel too.
21 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So they didn't catch |21 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  There's al so a
22 it? 22 substance abuse recovery business called dean
23 MR BARE No, ma' am 23 Yate.
24 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  They didn't catch it |24 MR BARE That is not ny client.
25 at all until -- 25 VI CE CHA RMAN OVERHOLT: | just realized the
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1 different -- 1 of the overage, so $4,000 because it was $9, 000.
2 MR BARE And just for the record too, since | 2 Upon naking contact, they said they were just going
3 being retained as counsel, first and forenost, we 3 torefund the entire contribution, which we said
4 identified the issue. W reported it to you fol ks 4 that's fine, but that gave us the ability to then
5 right away. And since then, | have advi sed them 5 formally self-report and tell you folks that this
6 strictly that they are to use a subsidiary conpany 6 happened, we are working to correct it, and we have
7 that they have that is an LLC and | have advised 7 confirnmation that we received the refund.
8 that going forward any contributions woul d be best 8 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Regardl ess of whet her
9 served through the LLC as they do not have any 9 the canpaign cormittee has to refund it or not,
10 linmts like a Ccorp. 10 does the canpai gn conmttee have an obligation to
11 MR VESTERCAMP. Do we have any precedent on 11 let -- to file sonething that says | got over --
12 these sorts of things where there's been a 12 MR KOOHEVAR No.
13 significant delay after the contribution was nade? |13 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN VeI 1, that is
14 Just asking our previous nenbers here, nenbers who |14 absol utely ridicul ous.
15 have served a long tine. 15 VI CE CHA RMAN OVERHQLT:  That's the only thing
16 MR KOOHEVAR  Madam Chair, menbers of the 16 in our election lawthat is.
17 Conmission, yes, because it is contingent upon the |17 MB. TAYLCR V¢ found the one thing.
18 commttee that received the contribution to give 18 MR KOOHEVAR If | may too, and that's why --
19 the refund. There is no requirenent for that 19 | nean, you've heard about our systemtoday and how
20 committee to ever give it back. The corporate 20 oldit is and everything, but the one thing that
21 contributor can ask for it. Alot of the times for |21 still does, | think, work with our systemis that
22 folks who at least cone up here, that's always been |22 it is still built to allowthe statute to search
23 amtter of course. O course, that can happen at |23 for the corporate entities, the ones that are held
24 any tine. You've got to contact the treasurer, get |24 to those contribution linmtations and find themfor
25 an agreenent, get themto cut the check and send it |25 themto create these type of reports for you all.
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1  back. 1 MR BARE And just for the full picture, |
2 So | can't point to anything definitive, and, 2 know the CEO used his business corporate card
3 of course, | think anyone el se who has been here 3 online to make this contribution, but for whatever
4 for sone tinme, we could probably dig through 4 reason he told me he typed in the corporation nang,
5 records and find that. But it's going to be based 5 but he also typed in his first and | ast nane as
6 on conversation that you have in getting the 6 CEQ and that is what showed up on the contribution
7 chairman, the treasurer of that coomittee to agree 7 record.
8 torefund that particul ar anount. 8 CHA RVAN BOYCEE:  H s nane?
9 MR WVESTERCAW: Thank you. Thank you for 9 MR BARE Yeah, the first and last name. So
10 that. And let ne just ask a fol | owup question, 10 if you were just looking at it, you wouldn't see it
11 whichis, | understand it's a violation of the 11 register contributed as a corporation. However, |
12 donor making the excessive contribution, but are 12 specifically asked ny client, Dd you do this
13 you saying that the canpaign doesn't have an 13 individually, did you do this through the conpany.
14 obligation to pronptly return, or it does? 14 He said, W used a business card. | said, Are you
15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  No. 15 an LLC They said no. | said, W have a problem
16 MR WESTERCAMP: |t does not. 16 MS. CELESTINO HORSEMAN el |, that's the
17 MR KOOHEVAR No. They have no | egal 17 canpaign's website, though, that you go to to make
18 obligation toreturnit at all. They could say, 18 the donation to, correct?
19  Yeah, thanks for letting us know we're keeping the |19 MR BARE That's correct.
20 noney. That is a possibility. | don't knowif 20 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So they are the ones
21 that's ever happened before. | cannot attest to 21 that set that up, soif it's not conming up and
22 that, but | know legally -- 22 showing up, that is the canpaign's way that they
23 MB. NUSSMEYER Because the conpany is liable. |23 have it set up.
24 MS. TAYLOR Correct. 24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  But, | mean, they woul dn't
25 MR BARE Qur initial request was a refund 25 know what credit card you' re using.
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1 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN  No, but the nane that | 1  you nmean?
2 it goes under. The credit card, you have to put 2 MB. TAYLCR Five pages. |'msorry. Yes.
3 the user nane, but this one they al so asked for an 3 MR VESTERCAMP. Is this the fourth tine or
4 individual nane who is making the donation, and in 4 the fifth tine?
5 this case they -- 5 MB. TALCR This is the fifth time. Now you
6 CHAI RMAN BOYCE: It cane up as -- 6 only have the last five listed because that's all
7 M. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Yeah. So -- 7 thereis roomfor on the page.
8 MR BARE So for all those reasons, we're 8 MR ERLER Rght. | wondered why.
9 asking for a waiver, given the precedent. 9 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Excel | ent Government for
10 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  |'mstill struggling |10 Indiana. Ckay.
11 with this thing about not having to pay it back. 11 MR ERLER Yeah. There were 14 of them
12 Do we have any idea how many peopl e, 12 because we thought we had finalized it. W
13 over-contributions have been made and how rmany 13 disbanded it back right after that prinary because
14 canpai gns have gotten to keep that noney? 14  the fellows that were raising the noney and the
15 M5. NUSSMEYER No. 15 candidates they were -- the PAC was supporting
16 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Wiy do we have the 16 didn't make it through the primary, so they
17 law? 17 stopped. And we thought we narked our pre-election
18 VI CE CHALRVAN O/ERHOLT:  |'mgoing to nove 18 2019 report as final, but we didn't. | can tell we
19 that we waive the penalty -- 19 didn't. | looked at it.
20 MR WESTERCAWP: |'ll second. 20 Ever since, neither he nor | have heard
21 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  -- because this seens |21 anything. This cane to ne this tine. The envel ope
22 consistent. 22 actually had ny address onit, and so | knewit.
23 MR VESTERCAWP:  Yeah. |'ll second that. 23 This just cane to ne on the 4th. | was al ways
24 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  (kay. W& have a notion and a |24 living there. MNow he, after that, noved to Wah,
25 second to waive the penalty. Al those in favor 25 came back here about a year ago, so | don't know i f
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1 say "aye." 1 that had anything to dowthit. And we had a
2 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 2 P.Q Box, which maybe these were going to.
3 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 3 MB. THOMPSON  Probabl y.
4 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye. 4 MR ERLER But when you say we've al ready
5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 5 done this three tines, | looked at that. W
6 Ckay. Very good. 6 didn't.
7 MR BARE Thank you, Conmi ssion. 7 M5. TALCR So you paid a settlenent
8 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Thank you for giving 8 agreenent on a 2018 report. The 2018 pre-el ection
9 us an interesting talking point. 9 report you paid $100 settlenent agreenent. The
10 MR BARE W try. 10 other three were June 24th of 2021, and that woul d
11 MR ERLER Thank you. Again, Mke Erler, 11 have been the 2019 annual, 2020 preprinary, 2020
12 Mchael Eler, Er-l-e-r, andit's for the 12 pre-elect, late 2020 annual .
13 Indiana -- for the Excellent Governnent for Indiana | 13 And then the next hearing was Septenber 9th of
14 PAC And you nentioned that we've had three 14 2022, and that was two nmore causes, which woul d
15 incidents, and |'ve checked with our chairperson. 15  have been the 2021 annual and the 2022 preprinary.
16 iy he and | could have done that, | think. 16  There was a hearing Septenber -- |'msorry --
17 Neither of us did. This PAC|asted about two 17 August 11th of 2023 and the next three causes,
18 nonths, March and April of '19. V¢ did our 18  which woul d have been the '22 pre-elect, the '22
19 pre-election after that. 19 annual, and the '23 pre-elect. Today's causes are
20 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE:  Can you renind -- I'msorry. |20 the '23 pre-elect, the '23 annual, the '24
21  Excuse ne. (Can you renind us what page this is. 21  preprinmary, '24 pre-elect, and the '24 annual .
22 MB. TAYLCR It starts on 33-34. They're on 22 You got the notice at your house because your
23 three different pages, so we'll just start. 23 comittee failed to file reports for the last three
24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  (kay. So it's Excellent -- 24 years and had a bal ance of $1,000 or less and we
25 MR ERLER |'ve got five, or is that not what |25 were going to adninistratively dissolve you. By
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1 law we mailed notice to the chair and treasurer. 1 MR ERLER Filed the final. There was no
2 You had a separate address |isted to your hone. 2 nmoney in the bank account, so...
3 That's why -- 3 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So you just checked a
4 MR EREER That's the first 1've heard of it. | 4 box -- all you had to do was check a box on the
5 Wat do you nmean? There was no nmoney in the 5 final annual report and that would be it?
6 account after that. | nean, the final report 6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  And until then you had never
7 showed zero. 7 gotten your nail?
8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  But you still have to file 8 MR ERER | don't think that formhad that,
9 evenif there's no -- 9 but you were supposed to do sonething sinmlar.
10 MR ERER Véll, | know Ve didn't mark it 10 MB. NUSSMEYER  You're supposed to nmark the
11 final. That was our mstake. But nobody, he nor 11 final disband box.
12 |, have heard anything since. There was no 12 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN A final disband box.
13 connecti on. 13 kay. So --
14 M5. TAYLOR The mail we've been sending to 14 M5. NUSSMEYER But they still had dollar
15 the P.Q Box, if it wasn't checked closed, | nean, |15 anounts.
16 we're -- 16 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  You still have noney
17 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  There's no way for you to 17 in the account?
18  know 18 MR ERER N
19 MB. TALCR R ght. 19 MB. NUSSMEYER Yes. So the last report --
20 MR ERLER There's no what? 20 and, Abbey, correct ne if I'mwong. You're going
21 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  If you had a P.Q Box and 21 to | ook?
22 obviously mail was continuing to go there, from 22 MB. TAYLCR \WéII, it's in archives. It was
23 their perspective, there would be no way for them |23 before 2018, so state archives has --
24 to know 24 MB. NUSSMEYER There's nothing on the
25 MR ERER That got closed. | just can't say |25 website? | thought if we were going to
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1 when. But -- 1 adninistratively disband, it needed to be I ess than
2 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  But then there was no 2 $1,000.
3 notification nade, so obviously if mail is still 3 MS. TAYLR | have since | oaded the
4 going there... 4 commttees thensel ves since he got this notice.
5 M5. TAXLCR | nean, we have boxes upstairs of | 5 M5. THOWPSON So he has $1,000 or |ess, we
6 returned mail. |'mhappy to go grab the boxes and 6 were going to admnistratively --
7 we can all sing Kunbaya and | ook for them 7 MB. NUSSMEYER  Because the website --
8 MR WESTERCAMP. Just to be clear, though, it 8 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Quys, renenber we' ve
9 isthe coomttee's obligation to provide a notice 9 acourt reporter. You re talking over each other.
10  address. 10 (ne of you -- sorry. | didn't nean to -- soneone
11 MB. TAYLCR Yes, correct, correct. 11 can talk but one at a tine.
12 MR WVESTERCAW: So if they' ve changed their 12 MB. TAYLCR Wo has a laptop that allows
13 notice address -- 13 pop-ups because ny phone won't --
14 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  You needed to | et us know. 14 M5. WARYCHA: | got you. Wiat do you need?
15 MR WESTERCAMP. -- then you need to let the 15 MR ERLER There you go.
16  Dvision know 16 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE:  In an effort to keep this
17 MR ERLER Yeah. But we thought we had 17  moving, | think maybe we shoul d do what we did wth
18 already filed our final. That's the problem 18  Senator Young.
19 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  And that's ny 19 MR VESTERCAWP. Wl I|, so | know there's
20 question. So when you say you thought you had 20 two ninutes left on the clock. Do you have any
21 filed the final, did you think you had cl osed the 21 additional evidence to present before this
22 comittee down? 22 Commi ssi on?
23 MR ERER  Uh-huh. 23 MR ERLER  Seven checks cane in in a 60-day
24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And what steps did 24 period. Four checks went out. They each total
25 you take to close the conmttee down? 25 sixteen six. It was zero after that. Ve filed our
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1 pre-election after that, and we thought we were 1 MB. TALCR dd ones, '18 and '19, '18 and
2 good. 2 '19 reports that were heard in '19 and '21, '22,
3 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  And there's no 3 '23
4 activity since then? 4 MR WESTERCAMP. |'mjust trying to be
5 MR ERER Exactly. | just didall 14 5 equitable to folks that --
6 subsequent reports Sunday. Took about ten m nutes 6 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  Sure. Al right. |
7 todoall of them So we nade the mistake of not 7 want to anend ny notion.
8 properly reporting that we had di shanded, granted, 8 MR VESTERCAWP: 1'd like to nake a notion
9 but we never heard anything after that, didn't have | 9 nyself.
10 any basis on which to think we shoul d do anyt hing 10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: W have to vote on this one
11 el se. 11  before we can --
12 MB. TAYLCR The last report filed was the 12 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN O you can nove to
13 2019 pre-elect report filed Qctober 17th of 2019, 13 anend that. It's on the floor, so -- but what is
14 and there was a zero dollar balance. He filed it 14 his total owed right nowas it stands?
15 online and did not check the box that this is the 15 M5. TAYLCR There's five causes. They're
16 final report, but it was filed online. 16  each $1, 000.
17 MR ERLER Ckay. | agree with all that. 17 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN  So that's $5, 000.
18 MB. CELESTING HORSEMAN  Ckay. 1'd like to 18 MB. TAYLCR  $5,000 plus whatever the nail
19 nake a notion. Since there's been nothing done 19 cost is going from66 cents to 78 cents.
20 with this account, no noney coming in, no noney 20 M ERLER And am!| entitled to ask a
21 going out, | would like to make a notion -- and his |21 question after your second?
22 failure is that he failed to check the box that 22 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Not right now.
23 said dishand the comittee, which was obviously the | 23 MB. CELESTI NG HCRSEMAN Do you want to amend
24 intent. So it's now been disbhanded, there is no 24 ny notion?
25 comittee, there's nothing going on, so | nove to 25 MR VESTERCAMP: | would be inclined to nake a
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1 waive the charges. 1 motionto go full freight and inpose the full
2 VI CE CHA RMAN OVERHOLT: 1" d second that . 2 anmount just because there's not been a conpel ling
3 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Any di scussi on? 3 reason to, other than the fact that there's not
4 MR VESTERCAWP: | wouldn't be inclined to do | 4 been transacti ons happening, to make any sort of
5 that given that this is the fifth violation that 5 discount to the anount given by |aw
6 this gentleman's commttee has had before this 6 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Wl I, and if | -- so
7 Commission. | understand that there's not been 7 we're still having discussion.
8 noney in and out, but there's no way for the public | 8 MR VESTERCAMP.  Yeah.
9 to know what's happening unless there's actually 9 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  So when we tal k about
10 reports that are filed tinely. |'mnot inclined to |10 precedent, | knowin the past where we have
11  support -- 11 committees that have di shanded that have for
12 MR ERLER My | ask sonething? These were 12 whatever reason not -- | nean, | should say they' ve
13 referred to as settlenents? 13 been inactive but they hadn't closed their account
14 CHAl RVAN BOYCE: V¢ need to take a vote. 14 or they hadn't taken some other steps, and we have
15 There was a notion and a second. So a notion and a |15 said if you go and cl ose the account, if you close
16 second to waive the fees. 16 this conmittee, that we have waived the penalties
17 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Are we not having 17 in those situations.
18 discussion after the second? \¢ can do discussion. |18 MR VESTERCAWP: In full?
19 CHA RMAN BOYCE  kay. o ahead. |1'msorry. |19 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Yes, we have.
20 MR ERER | think | heard it said that these |20 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And only because
21 things that happened throughout the years -- 21 their bank account had been closed by a certain
22 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So the five that 22 date. The cormittee, they weren't doing anything.
23 you're referring to -- the five that you' re 23 Nothing had been done after a date. And in this
24 referring to are the ones, the new ones or the 24 case, |ike she said, we usually tell themgo close
25 prior ones? 25 your conmittee by this date to show us that there
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1 really is nothing here, but they' ve already done 1 only have three -- and that's the vote that Brad

2 it. They've already closed it. 2 says everybody has to be onboard for, to waive

3 Now, in light of the five prior violations 3 requires four, and if you only have three, then it

4 before all this happened, if you want to do a -- 4  Dbecormes -- if you only have three, then it becones

5 1'dbewllingto do areductionin fee to just 5 ano action?

6 rmake the point in case they do this in the future 6 MB. TAYLCR  Yeah.

7 just to, | don"t know 250, 300. 7 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Whi ch neans not hi ng

8 MR VESTERCAMP. A $300 fine or $250 fine? 8 happens with it?

9 MB. CELESTI NO HCRSEMAN  Yeah, $250 fine or 9 MB. NUSSMEYER  The full fine.

10 $300 fine. W' ve waived everything in the past, 10 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN W& don't have to

11 but we can. W& have discretion. 11 bring himback or anything else? It just --

12 MR VESTERCAMP. 1'd be interested in knowing |12 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  No.  The fine.

13 what our chair thinks because you haven't spoken 13 MB. NUSSMEYER The fine still exists.

14 vyet. 14 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMWN  Ch, the fine still

15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Vel |, | woul d probably be 15 exists. Ckay. The full fine exists.

16 inclined to vote for the waiving, not because | 16 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Then what, it cones up again

17 don't think it's conplete negligence that -- | 17 later?

18 don't knowif your address has changed. Cbviously |18 MR KING If you choose to put it on the

19 we all nove around. There's issues. 19  agenda.

20 MR EREER No. | was always here. 20 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Wl |, we probabl y

21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  But that's not the 21 ought to vote.

22 Commission's and the staff's probl emwhen you 22 MR WVESTERCAW: Can | just ask one nore

23 change your address and close a P.Q Box or 23 question?

24 whatever. So | do think that that's on you and we |24 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Sure.

25 shouldn't have to adjust accordingly because 25 MR WESTERCAMP.  So this is back in 2019. How
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1 everybody has their own set of issues. 1 are we dealing with this in 2025?

2 However, | think if it has been in the past to| 2 MS. NUSSMEYER Because this commttee was not

3 waive, | agree. And there's no noney, soit isyou| 3 closed until recently, correct?

4 personally then having to do this, so | woul d 4 MB. TAYLCR Last weekend.

5 probably be inclined to support waiving. To ne, 5 MB. NUSSMEYER Last week. The committee

6 the 250 or 300 seens very arbitrary to just pick a 6 stayed open the whole tine. He filed the |ast

7 nunber, and | don't like the way that feels, so, 7 report in 2019 with a zero dol | ar bal ance, but he

8 yeah, | will probably vote for the notion that's on| 8 failed to mark the final disband box, which is the

9 the floor. 9 way they communicate -- committees communicate with

10 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  And then ny question |10 us that their coomittee is closed. V¢ have no

11 is for one of our co-directors here. Does it take |11 other way of knowi ng.

12 all four of us? Brad s nodding his head. So we 12 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHQLT:  That's what makes it

13 all four have to agree. Al four agree to waive, 13 for ne.

14 all four agree to levy a fine. 14 MR WESTERCAWP:  And you say there has been

15 MB. NUSSMEYER Correct. 15 precedent where we have dismssed this where there

16 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And what happens i f 16  haven't been any transactions?

17 we don't have all four? Nothing happens? 17 VI CE CHAl RMAN OVERHOLT:  Right, exactly, where

18 MS. TAYLCR No action taken. 18 it's clear that the coomttee is not active, not

19 MR KOOHEVAR Actually | will correct. It 19 going to be active.

20 takes three of you to levy a fine because that's 20 MR WESTERCAMP. Then let's go ahead and vote.

21  just by nmajority. Really you need three votes 21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. There's a motion and a

22 under statute. To waive, because that's under the |22 second to waive all of the penalties. Al those in

23 3-9-4-18, the law says that all four menbers nust 23 favor say "aye."

24 vote to waive or reduce the proposed penalty. 24 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.

25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  And so then if you 25 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
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1 MR WEESTERCAWP.  Aye. 1 Inc. The resident agent's office is at 136 South
2 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 2 Nnth Sreet, Suite 400, Noblesville, Indiana
3 Ckay. 3 46060. The notice was sent to 136 South N nth
4 MR ERLER Thank you very much. | tried to 4 Sreet, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana, which was
5 get fromthe bank an archived record of the bank 5 not the address of either the chai rman, treasurer,
6 account, and it's so oldit's taking thema while 6 or resident agent and apparently is a typographical
7 togrant. 7 entry at the Secretary of State's office.
8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Have a good eveni ng. 8 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Ckay. Can | just
9 MR ERLER Thank you. 9 stop you for a mnute. Ckay. So you send notices
10 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. (o ahead. 10 to whonmever is identified on the paperwork.
11 MR AKE ood afternoon. Thank you. M nane |11 MB. THOWSCN On the paperwork mailing
12 is Janes Ake, A-k-e. |'ma treasurer of a -- and 12  address.
13 I'mthe -- the matter -- the cause nunber -- got to |13 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  Mai ling address that
14 get ny glasses -- is 2025-7767-122, and it's the 14 is provided by the canpai gn?
15 matter of Anmericans Against Progressive Hitist 15 M5. THOWSCN  Qorrect.
16 Policies. And you have clained that we failed to 16 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So I'muncl ear as to
17 report finance -- filing financing reports. The 17 why you think it has to be the registered agent.
18 issue is whether we shoul d be assessed a civil 18  The canpaign decl ares who i s supposed to be
19 penalty for failing to file a canpaign report with |19 receiving it.
20 the Indiana Hection Conmission. |'ll just read 20 M5. NUSSMEYER It was a PAC
21 this, but | can shorten it up. 21 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN | msorry, a PAC
22 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Wit a minute. Can 22 The PACfills out the paperwork and says this is
23 we get the page nunber? 23  who we want to receive this. Soit's not like
24 MB. THOWSCN The first one is on page 69, 24 service for a corp where you have to serve the
25 Anerican Against Progressive Hitist Policies. 25 registered agent.
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1 MB. NUSSMEYER Are there others? 1 MR AKE |'mnot disputing that. [|'mjust
2 MB. THOWSCN  Pretty much simlar to the 2 stating the fact.
3 other one, there's five of them 3 MB. NUSSMEYER |'msorry. My | just ask
4 MB. NUSSMEYER (Ckay. So |'msorry. Just, 4 again because 1'mlooking at the conmittee
5 Mchelle, 2024 annual, 2024 pre-elect, 2024 5 information that's on our website. Were did you
6 preprinmary, 2023 annual, 2023 pre-elect, those are 6 say the notice was mailed to?
7 the five reports that you say were not filed on 7 MR AKE The notice was sent to 136 South
8 time? 8 Nnth Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana 46060.
9 MB. THOWSON Let ne check. 9 Not the current notice. It was mailed -- the
10 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: | thought she neant 10 current notice | got in August, when you sent out
11 there were five causes. 11 the letter, was to ny address at 19650 MDonal d
12 MB. NUSSMEYER There are five causes, but 12 Pace.
13  those align with those reports. 13 MB. NUSSMEYER Right. So the committee, just
14 MB. THOWSON Yes. Aigned with these 14 so that you're aware, the PAC on the CFA-2
15 reports, correct. 15 statement of organization did use the 136 South
16 MB. NUSSMEYER And they were all $1,000 plus |16 Nnth Street, Suite 42, as the address for us to
17 66 cents or 78 cents for mailing? 17 communicate with you. And then | believe staff
18 M. THOWPSON  Yes. 18 just said that the coomttee was closed, and so, as
19 MB. NUSSMEYER (Ckay. Thank you. So we're 19 aresult, information was sent to the treasurer's
20 looking at a total fine of $5,000 plus nailing 20 address on file.
21  costs. 21 MB. THOWSCN  Again, this was when we were
22 MR AKE And so the notice of hearing was not |22 going to administratively dissolve, so we sent it
23 sent to the resident agent of our corporation. 23 to both chairman and treasurer.
24 A'so, the name actually is officially known as 24 MB. NUSSMEYER  Thank you.
25 Anericans Against Progressive Hitist Policies, 25 MR AKE It isrequiredtofile-- let's see.
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1 (kay. 1C3-9-5-1 provides that IC3-9-5 applies to| 1 assune they have a zero bal ance because we don't

2 political legal action conmttees. |If required to 2 know any different, and they met the three-year

3 fileareport, IC3-9-5-2 requires -- 3 nmark, and we were going to admnistratively

4 MR VESTERCAMP.  Sir, can | interrupt you for 4  dissolve them

5 anonent. | want to see you succeed, and one of 5 MR WESTERCAMP. Sir, did you ever file -- do

6 the ways of that is that the menbers of this 6 you agree with that statenent? Did you ever file

7  Cormmission understand the argunment you' re naking. 7 anything?

8 MR AKE Rght, right, right. 8 M AKE No, we did not file anything, and we

9 MR VESTERCAMP. So let ne just interrupt you 9 didn't take in any funds. V& didn't solicit any

10 and ask a questi on. 10 funds. And under -- the organization -- there's

11 MR AKE Yes. 11 sone requirenments here too to that, and you see it

12 MR WESTERCAMP. Wiat is it that the 12 inthe letter. I'mnot going to regurgitate what's

13  Commission has said that you violated that you 13 here.

14 disagree with? Can you explainit to ne? 14 MB. TAYLCR They did close the comittee | ast

15 MR AKE V¢ had no expenditure -- well, under |15 weekend.

16  Indiana code, there's a requirenent that in the 16 MR AKE Wen we were made aware of that,

17 aggregate, if activities exceeded $100, that the 17 then | contacted the office i mediately, the

18 report woul d be required. 18 Commission imediately to resol ve this.

19 MR WESTERCAMP.  (kay. 19 MR WESTERCAMP. Wiat's the fine that's been

20 MR AKE V¢ did not take inany -- we did not |20 proposed?

21 take in any receipts, we didn't open a bank 21 MB. TAYLCR  $5,000 plus the mail costs. And

22 account, we never activated the coomittee, and we 22 the committee is closed. They closed it after he

23 never spent any noney. So under the Indiana code, |23 received the notices.

24 we should not be fined for nonconpliance because 24 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  |'d nove to waive the

25 there was no -- under 1C-- under the codes inthe |25 fine because this seens consistent with whi chever,
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1 state of Indiana, we were not required to file any 1 the one we heard that had a sinilar issue. Vés it

2 reports. Sothat's -- 2 just the last one?

3 MB. NUSSMEYER If | might, just for your 3 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: | think so, yeah.

4 background. 4 MR WVESTERCAWP: 1'l| second that.

5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Sure. 5 CHA RVAN BOYCE  (kay. So we have a notion

6 M5. NUSSMEYER So once the statenent of 6 and a second to waive the penalties or the proposed

7 organizationis filed, inthis case the CFA2, the 7 fines. Al those in favor say "aye."

8 comittee is open. And they are required, when a 8 VI CE CHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.

9 committee is open, tofile areport evenif it's 9 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.

10 zero dollars. 10 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye.

11 Now, for PAGs, they have to report or itemze |11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "

12 on areport any contribution or expenditure in 12 Thank you.

13 excess of $100. So you could have $1,000 in 13 MR AKE Thank you very much. | appreciate

14 unitem zed expenditures where they're not directly |14 your tine today.

15 tied to a nane that you woul d not have to itenize 15 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Yes. You can go next. Yeah.

16  on Schedul es A through whatever, A and B, right. 16 M. R WLLIAVS: (kay. As stated previously,

17 But if the coomittee took in no contributions, made |17 ny nane is Robin Wllians, Robin WIlians for

18 no expenditures, because they opened a committee 18 Indiana. | ran for state representative in 2022.

19 wththe Sate, they are obligated to file areport |19 | nmade the required report. | did appear once

20 showing zero dollars raised or spent. 20 previously. | think | was a mnute late on ny

21 MB. TAYLCR | was just going to say the 21 report. It didn't go through the interwebs quickly

22 statenent of organization, CFA-2, was filed with 22 enough.

23 our office Qctober 25, 2022, and no subsequent 23 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Hol d on one second. Can you

24 reports were ever filed in the last three years, 24 renind us what page?

25 which is why we were going to close them V¢ 25 MB. TAYLAR  59.
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1 MR WVESTERCAWP:  Thank you. 1 MB. NUSSMEYER  The 2023 annual is what

2 M. R WLLIAVMS. Yes. |'msorry. The 2 brought us down to zero dollars and cl osed the

3 admnistrative nunber again is 2025-7643- 102. 3 committee.

4 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE:  I'msorry.  Continue. 4 M5, TAYLCR  Yes.

5 M. R WLLIAVS: | renenber pointedy 5 MB. NUSSMEYER  And she did mark final di sband

6 dissolving the coomittee because at that tine ny 6 because | see it on there.

7 husband -- | was putting together the report. M 7 MB. TAYLCR Yes, it is closed.

8 husband found out he had cancer, and so | decided 8 MB. NUSSMEYER So that report to close it was

9 that | wouldn't be running agai n because | was 9 the one that was late.

10 going to devote ny tine to making himwell. 10 M5. TAYLCR  Yes.

11  Unfortunately, that didn't happen. He died a few |11 MB. NUSSMEYER  Thank you.

12 nonths later. And by the nature of what | do as an | 12 MR VESTERCAMP. |s there a reason why you

13 art curator and exhibition designer, I'mtraveling |13 didn't take the deal earlier? You' ve only had one

14 all thetinme. | was in Africa after that tine. 14 violation.

15 So | don't knowif | missed some kind of 15 MB. NUSSMEYER  She tri ed.

16 notice saying that | needed to file another report, |16 M. R WLLIAVE: | tried totakeit. That's

17  because | thought that when you check the box and 17 why | came up. | really didn't even know why | was

18 you dissolve the comittee that you didn't have to |18 here.

19 file another report. So thisis the first tine | 19 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE: | was going to say | think we

20 received a notice, and that's why today | was kind |20 just needed a little nore clarification.

21 of nystified and confused as to why | was here. 21 M5. R WLLIAME Sure.

22 But it was ny understanding that | dissolved the 22 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN | thought she said

23 comittee. 23 she didn't want the deal and that she wanted to

24 MR VESTERCAMP. |s there noney still inthe 24 present.

25 committee account now? 25 CHA RVAN BOYCE: | think it was nore of a
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1 MB. TAYLCR It is closed now 1 point of clarification.

2 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Do you know when it 2 M. R WLLIAMS. Rght. | just wanted to be

3  was cl osed? 3 very clear about what happened and why I thought it

4 MB. TAYLR Hold on. It was closed on 4 was closed and | didn't have to make anot her

5 January 22nd of 2024, and that report was due 5 report.

6 January 17th. 6 CHA'RVAN BOYCE  So it woul d be 25 percent?

7 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  And the report was 7 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN No.  It's her second

8 due January 17th? 8 visit so 50 percent.

9 Ms. TAYLOR  Yes. 9 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE  Ch, I'msorry. | saw that.

10 MB. R WLLIAVE: | subnitted a report in 10 kay.

11  January '23 closing it at that tine. 11 MR VESTERCAMP. | woul d nove that we apply a

12 MB. TAYLCR The report filed January 17, 12 50 percent fine for this conmttee.

13 2023, had a bal ance of $4.13, and you cannot close |13 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. V¢ have a notion.

14 a committee with a bal ance. 14 MB. CELESTI NGO HORSEMAN  Second.

15 M. R WLLIAVE  Ckay. 15 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  And a second. The 50 percent

16 MB. NUSSMEYER So it gets a little confusing |16 would be $150, and the mail cost is 66 cents.

17  because the report filed in January 2023 was for 17 Al those in favor say "aye."

18 2022. And so the report that was filed in 18 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.

19 January 2024 to close the cormittee, that was 19 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.

20 actually your annual for 2023, and that's the 20 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.

21  report -- 21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "

22 MB. TAYLCR That had $4.13. 22 Ckay. Very good. Thank you.

23 MB. NUSSMEYER \él |, but 2022 annual is the 23 I"'msorry. | think I skipped you.

24 one that had the $4 and change. 24 MR BCRDERS: The Senate al ways gets

25 M5, TAYLCR  Yes. 25 preference over the House.
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1 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  |'msorry. 1 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you for everybody' s
2 MR WESTERCAMP:  But you' re the king. 2 patience.
3 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Listen, | know who you are. 3 MS. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Do we need to make a
4  Somehow | overlooked you. That doesn't happen 4 notion for himto untabl e?
5 often. 5 CHA RVAN BOYCE No. Ve tabled it.
6 MR BCRDERS: Weéll, and actually I'mpretty 6 MB. NUSSMEYER And we'l| consider the
7 proud of nyself. | can actually pronounce the 7 continuances at the end.
8 nane -- 8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Perfect. Ckay.
9 MR YONG GCan | ask a question real quick? 9 MR BCORDERS. M nane is Bruce Borders. |
10 | amunder the weather. |f you're going to have 10 serve as a Sate Rep down in District 45 and |
11 another meeting, | can go to that. |'mjust not 11 believe what the allegation was in ny situation
12 feeling vell. 12 was, | think, a large contribution report.
13 CHA RVAN BOYCE: V¢ are not having anot her 13 MB. THOWPSON  Madam Chai rnan, page 94 and 95,
14 neeting. 14 he's got two here.
15 MB. NUSSMEYER He can ask for a continuance. |15 MR BCORDERS: And the bottomline is that |
16 CHALRVAN BOYCE (h, that's true. If you'd 16 knowin the past | think I've had one previous
17 like to ask for a continuance -- | nean, you've 17 violation. Does that sound reasonabl e?
18 already been up twice, so everybody has been 18 MB. TAYLCR This is your fourth.
19 waiting very patiently. 19 MR BCRDERS: (Ckay. Wéll, who's counting?
20 MR YONG Yeah. No, that's all right. I'm |20 MR WESTERCAMP:  You know, it's interesting,
21 just sick is all, sol can't do anything. | canme 21 no one has overestinated the nunber of tines
22 when | was sick because | wanted to get it over, so |22 they' ve been in front of the Conm ssion today.
23 1'Il ask for a continuance then. 23 MR BCRDERS: | will ask, though, if you don't
24 CHARVMAN BOYCE Do | need to have it -- 24 nind, what was the previous? How many years ago
25 MB. WARYCHA:  I'I| just have himwite it down |25 has that been?
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1 sowe legitimately have something, and I'Il put it 1 MB. TAYLCR 2008 was the nost recent.
2 on the record. 2 MR BCRDERS: Al right. WII, and the reason
3 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. Perfect. G ahead. 3 | share that, and there is a reason for sharing
4 MB. NUSSMEYER |'d ask himto step aside so 4 that, that was back before we were doing -- we had
5 we don't have any obligation now 5 tofile everything with conputer. And that's a
6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Like close the matter or 6 gane changer, and, in fact, that's one of the
7 table the matter? 7 things, as sonmebody who has been in many, many
8 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: | thought we did 8 canpaigns, | can still renmenber when Peggy Mayfiel d
9 tableit. 9 wes introducing the legislation to have everything
10 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: | thought we did table it. 10 done on conputer. | was like, oh, man, you know.
11 M5. NUSSMEYER  Yeah, we did. 11 But the thing about it in the past, if you did get
12 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Because you rmade a notion. 12 a contribution, a large contribution or whatever,
13 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So here's ny 13 you can fax it in and, boom it's done.
14 question: He just went over everything with her in |14 So what ended up happeni ng, one of the two
15 the back of the room 15 contributions | got -- and particularly if you're
16 MB. NUSSMEYER  Abbey's not goi ng anywher e. 16 in atough race, and sonme of you have nay renenber
17 It's fine. 17 | had a very interesting entertaining case on a
18 MB. TAYLCR  Yeah. 18 residency chall enge fromthree years ago, and it
19 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  You' ve got it? 19 was very interesting. And, well, that individual
20 MB. TAYLCR Yeah, and actually that will work |20 happened to run again, and it was -- so | knewit
21  better for this. 21 was going to be a tough race with top tier
22 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. Qreat. 22 opponents, quite frankly.
23 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE  kay. |'msorry. G ahead. |23 So | actually did -- the reason that you all
24 MR BCRDERS: MNo, no. You're fine. You're 24 even know that | did have the large contributions
25 fine. 25 is because | did subnit those large contributions.
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1 And then when | was talking to Mchelle | think in 1 northwest Indiana but the western side of the
2 thefinal filing, | believe it was, she said, well, | 2 state. And so reaching peopl e can be really tough.
3 you've got a couple of outstanding |arge 3 And so | just want you to be aware that the
4 contributions here that you' ve not finalized, and | 4 bottomline is that, inny nind and in ny heart, |
5 didn't even realize. 5 had filed, | had indeed filed those, and that's
6 Part of it is -- just to give you an idea of 6 why, again, you even were aware that those had been
7 an actual canpaign day, you' re up early that 7 filed. And what | hadn't done is gone to one nore
8 norning. You're out going door to door. M days 8 page and done a finalization |ike you have to do on
9 always ended at 10:00 p.m | would quit 9 a canpaign finance report. And, again, not blam ng
10 canpaigning at 9 o' clock because when you're 10 anybody, but it is a software issue. It's
11 showing up at houses after 9 o'clock in the spring |11 something when you think -- and especially keep in
12 and that late in the canpaign, people think 12 nind three years ago | never had any |arge canpai gn
13 you're -- just basically you're a stal ker or 13 finance reports to file, unfortunately. And so
14 whatever. So 9 o'clock, that's about when the sun |14 this was the first tinme | had had those, you know
15 was going down that late in the canpaign. You get |15 to even do. Again, | thought that they were done.
16 hone at 10: 00. 16 And so when | filed themin there, they were kind
17 | don't use this for responding to canpaign 17 of hanging out there in no man's |and.
18 finance things and so forth fromthe HROC  That's |18 So | amasking for a waiver. And you might
19 not an excuse. It's just not confortable for me to |19 say, well, why didn't you take a deal. Véll, |
20 do that. So when | get hone from canpai gning all 20 felt like | had to explain ny side of the story
21 day, knowing that we're going to be out the next 21 just so you understood what real |y happened.
22 day doing that, |'mlooking to see did | get any 22 MB. WARYCHA: |'msorry to interrupt. The
23 nmessages fromHROC did | get any nessages fromthe |23 five mnutes is up. | just didn't run the tiner
24 state Republican conmittee, whether it be a mailer |24 quite as well because | was doing this continuance.
25 or whatever. And soit's not like you necessarily |25 Sorry.
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1 got a check inthe mail and you go, |'mnot going 1 CHAIRVMAN BOYCE:  That's all right.
2 toreport this again. As Senator Young had shared 2 MR VESTERCAMP.  So let ne ask you,
3 earlier, the primary purpose of that is so you're 3 Representative Borders, if we're inclined to grant
4 not hol ding anything back from anybody. 4 the waiver, what do you think is a fair penalty to
5 VeI, | did-- as soon as | got those notices, | 5 inpose?
6 | would go onto the conputer, type in ny password, 6 MR BCRDERS: | nean, even -- | hate the fact
7 and as Mchelle can also tell you, there are tines 7 that it's a penalty because -- and |'mgoing to
8 you can't even log into the system It's tough at 8 answer with a political answer here, but it's a
9 tines. | nean, it really is. There were tines, if | 9 sincere one. What happens is that, when an
10  you renenber, that you actually had to go in and 10  opponent runs agai nst you, they put you in an
11  reboot something just so | could even log in. And |11 orange junpsuit and they put you behind bars. And
12 that's not an excuse. |'mnot |ooking to blane 12 I'mserious. |'mjust telling. |f you don't
13 anybody, but I'mjust telling you that's the real 13  believe that talk to Brooks LaP ante, who paid for
14 world of canpaigning for office. 14 his own signs.
15 And so | did file those |arge contributions. 15 So, | nean, 25 percent, | would love to see
16 Wat | didn't realize is there was a final -- a 16 that. 1'd love to see nothing because, again, ny
17 finalization that you had to do, which | was 17 argunent was that | did file them | just didn't
18 thinking was like on your final canpaign report or |18 realize there was another step that had to be done.
19 whatever, and so | thought, okay, those are all 19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  So what exact |y happened?
20 filed. And even when | was trying to reach some of |20 MB. THOWSCN He entered the contributions.
21 our finance people wth the House Republican 21 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  This came up earlier, |
22 Canpaign Conmittee, they weren't able to be reached |22  think.
23 because they were out going door to door. | 23 MB. TAYLCR This cane up with Senator
24 remenber frequently they were in Sharon Nagle's 24 Jackson, who added the contribution and then didn't
25 race and so forth up in-- well, not quite 25 filethe report. It is a two-step process.
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1 MB. THOWPSCN He just didn't go through with 1 MR BCRDERS: My | throw one other little
2 it and hit the file button. He entered themin the| 2 caveat in there, though?
3 queue. 3 MB. THOWSCN 94 and 95.
4 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So you report it, and | 4 MB. TAYLCR There's one on 94 and 95.
5 then you have to -- 5 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah, because it's two 600s
6 M5. THOWSCN There's another step that he 6 and then the 100.
7 did not do. 7 M5. NUSSMEYER ¢ nissed that one. Sorry.
8 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  The CFA? 8 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So it's $1,300, and
9 M5. THOWPSCN The CFA yes. 9 he does not qualify for a discount, can't give him
10 MR BCRDERS. But, again, | had never had -- | |10 the deal.
11 had never had |arge contributions before since we 11 M. THOWPSCN MNo. This is his --
12 had gone to everybody having to upload it on the 12 MR VESTERCAMP. So what if -- | nove that we
13 software. 13 just knock it down to $1,000. There's no
14 M. CELESTINO HORSEMWN  Ckay. So let ne -- 14  substantial conpliance under the law, but he did
15 by the way, | love your Bvis. |'ve seenit. 15 attenpt to do this. However, you have to file it
16 MR BCRDERS: \éll, thank you. That right 16 tofileit. Wether you click two buttons or one,
17 there is worth a lot. 17 you still have to doit. But I'minclined to just
18 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  So but anyway, here 18 say let's just knock it down a little bit to $1,000
19 is the problem Senator La Keisha Jackson -- 19 and let it be there.
20 VICE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: W didn't rule on 20 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So what's going to
21 hers. 21 happen with -- let nme ask a question here of the
22 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN V@ didn't rule on 22 staff. So the situation with Senator Jackson, when
23 hers, but she knows that she's going to be 23 she files the O~4s, she's going to be comng here
24 getting -- she's going to file the CFAs, and she 24 the sane way, right?
25 knows then that nakes her filing late, so she's 25 MS. TAYLOR  Yes.
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1 going to get hit for that. 1 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN Do we have
2 The CFA, as we've said here today, everybody 2 precedent -- because we are setting precedent. |f
3 is presurmed to knowthe law CFAis a required 3 we have not done this before, we are setting
4 filing. 1'msure the page probably said next or 4 precedent today as to how we're going to be
5 sonething, or go, but if it's a separate docunent 5 handling this. Soif we haven't done it before,
6 separate fromwhat you file, then you' re supposed 6 thisis one -- you ve been on here the | ongest, and
7 toknowthat. Sothat's the problem And this 7 these peopl e on the ends have been here forever, so
8 is -- you know, you were here. This is your fourth| 8 if we haven't done it before, then, first, do we
9 tine here, and so -- 9 went to do that, and if we want to do that, how
10 MR BCORDERS: Thisis only ny first time here |10 mch?
11 since we've been filing it electronically. 11 VICE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  It's a slippery
12 MB. CELESTINO HORSEMAN But we take that into |12 sl ope.
13 account for everybody. They don't get that 13 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. |'mnot supportive of
14 distinction. 14  an arbitrary nunber. | just can't support that
15 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: It doesn't reset whenever the | 15 because that, to ne, opens you up to the
16  process changes. 16  consistency issue because if you're just saying,
17 MR BCRDERS: | understand, but it shoul d. 17 oh, let's make it a thousand dollars, well, when
18 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN VeI |, then you're the |18 this other gal cones back, like you said, | forget
19 legislator. 19  how nany she had --
20 VI CE CHAl RVMAN OVERHOLT: V¢ have sone ot her 20 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Three or four.
21 ideas for you too. 21 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Yeah. And then everything is
22 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  So how much is the 22 alittle -- you can't conpare any of these
23 fine for total, $1,200? 23 situations. | think it's really hard to be
24 M. NUSSMEYER Plus $1.36 for mailing. 24 consistent, in ny opinion.
25 MB. THOMPSON  $1, 300. 25 MR BCRDERS: But | mght mention I'marguing
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1 inny case, not hers. 1 this?
2 CHAIRVAN BOYCE Right. But | think in the 2 MR BCRDERS. Absol utely.
3 case of the Conm ssion we have to consider this -- 3 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  The nore we tal k
4 MR BCORDERS: Sure. 4 about it, no.
5 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  It's precedential . 5 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | don't think I'm
6 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Every case is different but 6 ready to descend down that slippery slope yet. W
7 sinilar in sone ways. 7 haven't done it before, and so -- and | certainly
8 MR VESTERCAMP:  \¢'re not bound by prior 8 understand he's a nice guy, and he's been sonmewhat
9 decisions of this Commssion, right? 9 entertaining, anice break in our day and all that,
10 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN No.  Vé're bound by 10 and | understand what you're saying. But | think
11 the law. \¢é have discretion -- 11 I'mgoing to make a notion. You can nove to amend.
12 MR WESTERCAWP: R ght. 12 1'mgoing to nove that the full fine be enforced on
13 MB. CELESTING HCRSEMAN  -- on the anount of 13 this case, whichis $1,200 plus --
14 fine, correct, Co-Drector King? Rght? 14 MB. NUSSMEYER No. It's $1,300.
15 MR KING Cormmissioner, that's correct, 15 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN | was just going to
16 within the paraneters by statute you have 16  say $1,200 plus $100 -- thank you -- plus --
17 flexibility. 17 M. TAYLAR  $2.04.
18 MB. CELESTING HORSEMAN R ght. So we have 18 M. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  -- $2.04 in post age.
19 that flexibility, and soit's left up to us under 19 So that represents both conplaints that have been
20 what circunstances do we exercise it. Andinthis |20 filed -- three.
21 particular case, under these particular facts, 21 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHQLT: 1" d second that.
22 we've never done it before. 22 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. Any nore di scussion
23 MR KOOHEVAR Wéll, yes, and | think, 23 amongst the nmenber ship?
24 Cormi ssioner Cel estino-Horseman -- excuse ne. It's |24 MR WESTERCAMP. | guess the only thing I
25 late and | start to forget names. It's really 25 would say with respect to ny distingui shed
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1 actually pinning on the point that |'mthinking 1 colleagues is, it seens to me a nore egregious
2 about, is that under statute you have the 2 thing where some of these commttees have failed to
3 discretion of |owering the proposed penalty to 3 file altogether and we waived the fee entirely than
4 whatever you want. 4 the case that's in front of us today.
5 But we are under ACPA and while | amnot as 5 So that's just ny thinking on that is, when we
6 fluent in ACPA as others are, because it cones up 6 had sone of these other petitioners that were up
7 herein these neetings, | would still say that most | 7 here and they didn't check the box to close their
8 likely there is case | aw on bei ng accused and 8 comittee and there was a nunber of years that
9 someone appeal ing a decision of this Commssion to 9 passed and we didn't fine themanything, you know,
10 a court on an abuse of discretion of the 10 then | guess that's just ny perspective onit, for
11  administrative |law judges or what have you. But 11  the benefit of others.
12 that would be the only thing | would nention, but, |12 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  And | think the
13 again, | amnot as famliar with ACPAas | amwith |13 distinction there is that those conmttees were
14 state election |aw 14 closed. They hadn't done anything since the date
15 VI CE GHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  One of the standards |15 of their last --
16 on judicial reviewis whether the decisionis 16 MR VESTERCAMP. ¢l |, they were closed. |
17 arbitrary or capricious, right, and that's the 17  understand that.
18 argunent. So even though we're not necessarily 18 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Yeah. And they were
19  bound by what we do in the past, that's why we talk |19 closed before the paynent, | think, on all of them
20 about it so that we're just not kind of willy-nilly |20 Soin this case, the comittee is still going.
21 changing things all the tinme. | mean, change can 21 Committee has been -- whether you had to file it by
22 befine. |'mnot saying we're willy-nilly changing | 22 conputer or whatever, you' ve had to file that CFA
23 things. 23 formfor awhile. And so | would -- and that's why
24 MR WESTERCAMP.  Are we inclined to show any 24 | say, you know, giving grace is -- | like to give
25 judicial grace to Representative Borders today in 25 grace, but, you know this is a brand-new area, and
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1 it's an open conmttee, and so | just -- 1 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. W want the record to

2 MR BORDERS: | did fileit, though. | did. 2 reflect -- howdo we do that?

3 MS. CELESTINO HORSEMAN |t deals with the 3 M5. WARYCHA: Maria is on the record still,

4 large canpai gn donations, which is sonething of 4 so, Maria, we're subbing in two proxies.

5 real interest to the public and everything. 5 Wul d you mind to each state and spel | your

6 CHAI RMAN BOYCE  (kay. So we have a notion 6 name. |'Il start with you first, sir.

7 and a second to inpose the penalty or the proposed 7 MR OERHQT: Tony Qverholt, Ov-e-r-h-o-1-t.

8 fines on all three of these cause nunbers totaling 8 MB. WARYCHA:  And he is serving as proxy for

9  $1,302.04. 9 Suzannah WIson Qverhol t.

10 Al those in favor say "aye." 10 And then Karen Cel estino-Horseman' s proxy.

11 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye. 11 MB. QOLBERT: Dayna Gol bert, D-a-y-n-a,

12 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye. 12 Go-l-b-e-r-t.

13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Perfect. Ckay. Now go

14 MR VESTERCAWP:  No. 14  ahead. Sorry.

15 M5. CELESTINO HORSEMAN  So we put it back on |15 MR QQUH M nane is John L. Gouch, is how

16 the agenda for the next tine. 16 ny candidacy is -- on ny candi dacy, ny canpai gn

17 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHLT:  No, no, no. That's a |17 finance is Couch for Indy, and | don't have ny

18  wai ver. 18  cause nunber.

19 MR KOOHEVAR If three people voted yes, you |19 MB. THOWSCN  Madam Chai rnan, that's on

20 can inpose the penalty. You only need your three. |20 page 195, Couch for Indiana. That's 2025-7519- 359.

21 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Ch, yeah, that's 21 He has a civil penalty of $350.68, and this is his

22 right. | thought, danm, we're going to have to do |22 first time before the Conm ssion.

23 this again. Excuse the |anguage. 23 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. (o ahead.

24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 24 MR QQUH | filed ny finance report before

25 MR BCRDERS. Thank you. 25 the deadline, and then | received a notice that the
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1 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Thank you. 1 finance comttee did not -- or finance departnent

2 MR QQUH Can | go next? 2 didn't get it. So | went ahead and filed it right

3 CHAI RVAN BOYCE  (kay. Hold on. 1've been 3 away, and so -- but | filedit intime. | do not

4 going back and forth. 4 know what happened.

5 MR QQUH | have a very -- | have a 5 The majority of tine, when | have filed ny

6 contracted appointnent | have to be at at 6 finance reports, | gointo the Secretary of

7 6o0clock. 1've got to be out of here |ike now 7 Sate's office and deal with M. Thonpson.

8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. I'Il let you go next. 8 However, this time | didnot, but | diddoit in

9 MR OOUH Appreciate it. Thank you very 9 time, | didit correctly, and then | was notified

10  nuch. 10 that it was not filed. | filed it again right

11 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT: Vel I, like | said, 11 away.

12 1've got a proxy here. 12 And so ny canpai gn has zero dollars. |

13 MB. CELESTINO HCRSEMAN  There' s mi ne. 13 haven't taken noney in, | haven't paid anything

14 VI CE CHAL RVAN OVERHOLT:  Tony is ny proxy, so |14 out, and so | request that you dismss this because

15 what do | do? |I've never had a proxy before. Wat |15 | have been on tinme with ny finance reports before,

16 do | do? 16 and |'mcaught up until January 2026.

17 MB. NUSSMEYER It's already been filed, so 17 MB. NUSSMEYER  Abbey or Mchelle, can you

18  swap seats. 18 confirmif the coomittee is open or closed?

19 M. CELESTINO HORSEMAN Ckay. |1'mgoing to, |19 MB. TAYLCR The committee i s open.

20 since both of our proxies are here... 20 MB. NUSSMEYER  Thank you.

21 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  That's funny because | was 21 MB. TALCR Wth a zero bal ance.

22 thinking you had cases and | was thinking | can't 22 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE  (kay. So this relates to the

23 let you cut. | thought that inny mind. | can't 23 preprinary report?

24  do that. 24 MB. TAYLCR  Yes, yes.

25 (Discussion held off the record.) 25 MB. NUSSMEYER And M. Couch clains that the
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1 report was filed on tine. Does the systemshow -- 1 MR COUH WlI, | already have a civil suit
2 MB. TAXLCR | looked at the log, and the 2 open against the Sate of Indiana, so I'll take it
3 systemdid not show M. Gouch |ogging in between 3 back there, because | filed it ontime. | have
4 January of 2024 and April 25th of 2024. 4 worked with M. Thonpson --
5 MB. NUSSMEYER And the report was due? 5 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE: | don't know how t he ot her
6 MB. TAYLCR  April 17th, 18th, 19th. 6 Commissioners feel just during this comrent
7 MB. NUSSMEYER (Ckay. Thank you. 7 section. | would have probably supported the
8 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Wére you here earlier when we | 8 25 percent just because he hasn't been before us
9 were doing our deals? V¢ just were curious why you | 9 before. So can you explain maybe why you're
10 didn't take the deal . 10 thinking the full penalty, just because he didn't
11 MR OOUCH Because |'d ask that this be 11  take the deal ?
12 dismssed so, if there's any issues down the road, 12 MR WESTERCAMP.  You nentioned that he didn't
13 it won't go against ne. 13 want it. He wanted to justify hinself.
14 CHAIRVAN BOYCE  (kay. So say that again 14 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  That's true. And others, |
15 about the log-in. You didn't showthat he had 15 think -- just in keeping precedent, others had cone
16 logged in. 16 up and said there were sone issues or they had sone
17 MB. TAYLCR The log, the event log on the 17 questions. Ckay. That's fair.
18 online database, does not show anybody |ogging in 18 MB. NUSSMEYER And, NMadam Chair, | nmight add
19  between January of '24 and April 25th of '24. 19 that even in these discussions frompast Comm ssion
20 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (kay. 20 neetings, the commissioners have sought to issue
21 MR COUH | don't know what your |og showed, |21 the full fine or another partial fine, if that's
22 but | didfile areport prior tothe -- | filed ny |22 what they opted to do, to kind of fall inline with
23 reports. |'ve filed themon time. | do not know |23 that plea agreenent, but ultimately it's your
24 what happened. 24 deci sion.
25 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. 25 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Thank you.
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1 MR WESTERCAMP. | nove to assess the penalty 1 (kay. Any nore discussion, comments?
2 infull. 2 There's been a notion and a second to pursue
3 M5. GOLBERT: | second. 3 the proposed fine of $350 and --
4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Al those in favor -- 4 MR COUH W, you' ve nade your deci sion.
5 we have a notion and a second to -- 5 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  -- the mail cost of
6 MR QQUH Hold on a second. Peopl e have 6 68 cents --
7 cone up here and said they have zero dollars and -- | 7 MR QQUCH | disagree.
8 M5. WARYCHA:  I'msorry, sir. You only get to| 8 CHARVAN BOYCE:  -- for a total of $350.68.
9 nake a poi nt whenever you have pernission fromthe 9 MR QQUH How many of you guys are
10 chair. At this point they' re in discussions, so 10  Denocrats?
11  you'll have to give them-- 11 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor signify by
12 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Since there's been a notion. |12 saying "aye."
13 MR OUH | have zero dollars in ny account. |13 VI CE GHA RVAN O/ERHOLT:  Aye.
14 | haven't had any noney in ny account -- 14 M5. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
15 MB. WARYCHA:  Sir, we have to ask you to 15 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.
16  pl ease give the Conmi ssion a nonent. 16 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (pposed.
17 MR QQUH -- and you still want to charge ne | 17 MR QQUH See you in court.
18  $350. | disagree with you. This Conm ssion 18 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay.
19 refused to hear ny conplaint against Mke Pence and | 19 MR MERS. Do | get bonus points?
20 Karlee Macer, but yet you' re going to charge ne 20 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  So | guess next time you're
21 $350. | filed on tine. 21 sitting up front.
22 MB. NUSSMEYER M. Couch, if you don't |ike 22 MR MERS. Yeah. H.
23 the decision of the Conmi ssion, you can appeal it 23 MB. TAYLCR Thank you for your patience.
24 to a court, but no vote has been taken. There's a |24 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. Thank you for your
25 nmotion on the floor. 25 patience.
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1 MR MERS. Thank you. M nane is Jonathan 1 MB. NUSSMEYER 2018 pre-el ect, 2021 annual ,
2 Myers, J-0-n-a-t-h-a-n, My-e-r-s. | amthe 2 2022 pre-elect, 2023 pre-elect, 2024 preprinary,
3 current treasurer of the Third District 3 and one nore in 2018.
4 (ongressional Conmttee. W& have two matters. (he | 4 MB. TAYLCR It looks |ike there were sone
5 is 2025-4694-140, and -- 5 before that, but we only go back to the five nost
6 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: G ve us one second here to 6 recent.
7 findit. 7 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  It's very difficult, | know
8 MR MERS Just don't want to waste all ny 8 when there's -- you know, it's different on a
9 five mnutes. 9 canpaign when it's typically the sane people. |
10 MB. WARYCHA:  |'mpaused. You're on pause. 10 knowin this situationit's different because it's
11 MB. TAYLCR That's on page 78. 11 rotating, and obviously with a death it makes it
12 MR MERS. And the second one is 12 even another conplication, but...
13 2025- 4694- 333. 13 MR VESTERCAMP: \ére there other menbers that
14 MB. TAYLCR That's on page 182. 14 were available to step in? | mean, obviously,
15 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  182. (kay. (o ahead. 15 there's --
16 MR MERS. Ckay. So | amthe current 16 MR MERS. Well, the chairman and vice chair
17 treasurer of the comttee. | was el ected 17 are here if you -- they have both been sworn in if
18 March 8th of this year, and we're trying to clean 18 you have any specific questions for them
19 up sone stuff that happened previously. 19 MR WESTERCAMP. This is your defense. Make
20 So with respect to -140, our previous 20 your best case to us now If you' ve got sonething
21 treasurer was three days late filing. He was sick, |21 to say, say it.
22 his wife had a stroke, and he has since passed 22 CHAIRVAN BOYCE:  He's like, wow, | drewthe
23 away, so | don't know what the exact circunstances |23 short stick on this one.
24 were as to why he was three days late. 24 MR MERS. Wuld either of you like to say
25 Then on March 2nd of 2024, he passed away and |25 anything?
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1 weas-- wll, the comttee at the time had 1 MR RNG Only that the last one --
2 problens getting the records fromhis fanily and 2 MB. WARYCHA: Pl ease say your nane.
3 got to the point where our vice chairman went to 3 MR MERS. Core up here and state your nane.
4 the famly, got the records. V@ still had time to | 4 MB. WARYCHA: It's Rck Rng.
5 filethe preprimary report on the 19th, but our 5 M RNG | knew!'d end up here sonetine.
6 vice chairman's son then passed away a coupl e days 6 There is no defense actual ly.
7 before the deadline, and so we were seven days late | 7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  State your nane.
8 onfiling that report. 8 M RNG Rck Rng. I'mvice chair of
9 | woul d have taken the deal earlier and saved 9 District Three Congressional Cormittee. No excuse
10 ny entire afternoon, but | didn't know what the 10 onthe last one. | had taken over for Ron after
11 extent of the fines were nor whether we had any 11  Ron passed away. V@ still don't have the stuff
12 prior situations that had cone up before this. 12 that his famly has. W had to cl ose everything
13 MR WESTERCAMP. \Wat are you asking for 13 out and refile. But then ny son passed away so |
14 specifically? 14 was, | think, four days late getting this one
15 MR MERS: So | would like you to consider 15 filed.
16 either waiving the fines or reducing the fines. 16 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  And that was --
17 CHAI RMAN BOYCE  (kay. So you' ve been -- not |17 MR RNG It would have in'24.
18 you specifically, but the coomittee has been before | 18 MR MERS. The 2024 preprinary.
19 the board. 19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: | got you.
20 MB. TAYLCR They' ve been before the 20 MR RNG And | will say that the chair and |
21  Commission twice, and they've paid three settlement |21 had no know edge of any of those that were before,
22 agreenents, so this is their sixth delinquency. 22 the previous. | had no idea that any of these
23 MR MERS. Do you know what years those were? |23 other ones were late. | thought the one with Ron
24 Just curious for ny own... 24 and this one were the only two we had.
25 CHAL RVAN BOYCE:  There's a few |isted. 25 CHAL RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. \Vell, | feel like |
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1 wishl could say let's make you a deal, but in the 1 Brittany Doyle, B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-l-e.

2 situation of this being the sixth tine, | don't -- 2 The penalty assessed agai nst McCornick for

3 the precedent of the Commission doesn't allow for 3 Covernor is for alate file contribution report, a

4 that necessarily, which I'msorry. 4 CFA-11. The contribution in question was not a

5 | don't knowif the other nenbers are -- 5 contribution at all but rather a refund froma

6 MR MERS. V¢ woul d take an unprecedent ed 6 vendor.

7 deal. 7 So if you |l ook at page 2 of the packet that I

8 CHAN RVAN BOYCE Ch, |'msure. This is ny 8 provided, the quarterly report that was filed by

9 first day and his too. 9 the committee received funds of $85,444.50 from

10 MB. QOLBERT: | think in these current tines | |10 Sage Media Planning and Placenent, and that is the

11 would like to stick to alittle bit of precedence. |11 comittee's -- was the conmittee's nedia buy vendor

12 MR OERHAT: | think that's right. 12 for the "24 election cycle. In the second box on

13 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So do we have a 13 that form you will see that the cormttee noted

14 motion? 14 that there was a reinbursenent fromthe vendor for

15 M5. QOLBERT: |I'Il nake the notion to assess 15 unused nedia ad buys, and that was sort of to

16 the full fine. 16 delineate that these funds were not a contribution

17 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. 17 but rather a refund fromthe vendor of paynents.

18 MR MERS: And could | ask, what is the full |18 On the third page of your packet, | did pull a

19 fine? 19 list fromthe I|EC website of all the disbursenents

20 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Yes. (kay. So on cause 20 MGormck for Governor nade to this vendor to

21  nunber that ends -333, it's $400.68. So 400 is the |21 verify the refund. They were a substantial

22 fine, 68 cents for the nailing. And on cause 22 paynent, | think by 3.2 mllion.

23 nunber ending -140, it's $200 and then 66 cents for |23 In looking at the 2024 canpaign finance

24 the mil. Soit's atotal of -- 24  manual, it does define contribution as any donation

25 MB. CCLBERT:  $601. 34. 25 accepted by a candidate's committee and made for
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1 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  $601.34. (Ckay. So we have a| 1 the purpose of influencing an Indiana election. As

2 motion. Do we have a second? 2 this was a vendor refund, these funds were not a

3 MR OERHAT: I'll second. 3 contribution nade for the purpose of influencing an

4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  And a second for the proposed | 4 election. And it was the committee's understandi ng

5 finding of $601.34. Al those in favor say "aye." 5 at thetine that it accepted this refund that a

6 MR OERHT:. Aye. 6 CFA-11 was not needed because it did not -- we

7 MB. OCOLBERT:  Aye. 7 didn't believe that it followed the definition of a

8 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye. 8 contribution because it wasn't to influence an

9 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 9 election.

10 Ckay. Thank you. 10 Additional ly, page 4 of your packet, Sage

11 MR MERS: You'll send us a hill? 11  Media Planning and P acenent is incorporated,

12 MR VESTERCAMP.  There will be an order. 12 neaning that if this had been a contribution, it

13 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  You'l | get noti ce. 13 woul d have absol utely violated the lints itself.

14 MR MWERS. Qeat. 14 So the coomittee is asking that the GConm ssion

15 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Thank you. Sorry. Thank you |15 waive this penalty in full.

16  for being so patient. 16 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE  Ckay. So this one is

17 And you' re the lucky last -- 17 different.

18 MB. NUSSMEYER  She bills by the hour. 18 MR WESTERCAMP. Can the staff act as kind of

19 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  The | ast hoor ah. 19 a proxy of a prosecutor? Wat's the State's case

20 MB. DOYLE  This is pro bono. 20 against this canpaign? | nean, | understand, |

21 MB. TAYLCR This is on page 223. This is 21 think, alittle better.

22 MQrnck for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414, 22 MB. TAYLCR So they added the contribution to

23 proposed civil penalty of $1,000.78. It is their 23 the online site. They added the refund as a

24 fourth tinme before the Conmi ssion. 24 contribution because it's income. There's no

25 MB. DOYLE H. Thank you, Conmi ssioners. 25 other -- there's contributions and expenditures.
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1 There's nothing else. Soit's positive or it's 1 And since -- this would go to a third part
2 negative. And soit's coming into the account. 2 then on how you can use canpaign dollars, is that
3 Yes, it's arefund, but they add the contribution. 3 canpaign dollars can be used to be invested into
4 It auto generates the, hey, you' re a statew de 4 noney narket account or what have you, and then you
5 candidate, you've got to file this GFA-11 within 5 can get that inconme to use for political purposes.
6 seven days. They didn't. They waited two and a 6 And we would need to put that into our wite-up to
7 half, three nonths. 7 you as well about how does that get done and how we
8 The only thing | can say is that on the other 8 seeinthe past howthat usually is going to get
9 side of this, being for |ike audit purposes, we 9 reported, and probably, again, talk about the
10 would not have pursued the audit because a refund 10  delinquencies of our very old canpaign finance
11 is not a contribution for audit purposes. It 11 system
12 wouldn't be above the contribution linmts for a 12 MR VESTERCAW: 1'd like to nove to this
13 corporation because it's a refund and not a direct |13 Conmission that we table this matter pending
14 contribution. 14 further briefing fromthe canpaign and the staff on
15 M5. DOLE And if it's helpful, ny 15 the legal definitions that are at play fromstatute
16  background, | do conpliance for nostly applicable 16 and any other factual considerations we shoul d
17 party conmittees, but | work with the Federal 17  consider at the next neeting.
18 Hection Coomission, | work with several ot her 18 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. So we have a notion to
19 states, and |'ve never seen an instance where a 19 table this just for further review Do we have a
20 refund would require a large contribution, again, 20 second?
21 because it's not considered a contribution. 21 M. OOLBERT: |'Il second.
22 MR WVESTERCAWP: |'mwondering -- |'minclined |22 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So we have a notion
23 totable this particular matter and ask for 23 and a second to table this issue for discussion at
24 something in witing just because this is alittle |24 an upconmng neeting, which will be advertised.
25 bit nuanced, and | want to be sure that we're 25 Al those in favor say "aye."
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1 actually following what General Assenbly set forth 1 MR OERHOT: Aye.
2 in statute. 2 MB. COLBERT: Aye.
3 Do other conm ssioners have strong opi ni ons 3 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye.
4 about this particular case? | nean, to ne, it 4 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed.
5 seens like it raises sone novel |egal questions. 5 Ckay. Thank you.
6 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Yeah. 6 MB. DOYLE Thank you very much.
7 MR VESTERCAMWP. So I'd like to be the 7 CHARVAN BOYCE Ckay. So | think that's
8 beneficiary of briefing on this fromthe canpai gn 8 everyone. Thank you for being so patient.
9 and also the staff, if people were so inclined. 9 M5. DOYLE No problem Thank you all. |
10 MR KOOHEVAR  Cormissioner, certainly, 10 appreciate your tine.
11 because we woul d have to explain, and | don't know |11 CHARVAN BOYCE:  (kay. So at this point there
12 if we can explainit inthe time here or in this 12 is the matter of continuances. So would the
13 context, better put in witing, but we need to go 13 canpaign finance staff identify any matters for
14 through the discussion of what is the definition of | 14 which a notion for continuance was received for
15 acontribution, including the -- which Brittany has | 15 today's neeting.
16 referred to that there are a nunber of pieces which |16 MB. NUSSMEYER |s this under the green tab?
17 makes a piece of property a coomittee gets a 17 MB. TAYLCR There's no tab.
18 contribution as opposed to other incone. 18 MB. THOWSCN ¢ just have a list of cause
19 But we al so have to discuss, though there 19 nunbers for you and names of committees.
20 isn't alot of statutes on this, what other 20 MB. NUSSMEYER  (kay.
21 comittees can get in the formof income because 21 MB. THOWSON  2025- 7783- 167, Fight Back
22 other income nust be reported because it is a 22 Indiana has asked for a continuance; 2025-7838-292,
23 requirenent of the Canpaign Finance Act that, when |23 Jay County Denocrats; 2025-7838-323, oh, anot her
24 you file your canpaign finance reports, you nust 24 Jay Denocrats; 2025-7551-89, Qassroots PAC
25 report the cash on hand. 25  2025-7551-317, the second G assroots PAC
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1 2025-7610-253 and -96, Martin Del Ro for Indiana, 1 Hatcher.
2 he has two causes; 2025-7533-87, -316, and -242, 2 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So on that list then
3 Indiana PA Political Action Committee; 3 theonly ones -- the only one that previously
4 2025-7923-324, -367, and -281, Jimfor |ndiana; 4 requested a continuance was the one we just talked
5 2025-7669-107, dtizens for Ti mRadice; 5 about?
6 2025-7944-1, Véternelon Jimfor State Rep; 6 MS. TAYLOR  Yes.
7 2025-7642-101, Commttee to H ect Shemanski ; 7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. So how about we take a
8 2025-7277-60, Hancock County for Progress, they 8 notion and a second to grant the continuances for
9 have five; 2023-7696-158 Jefferson County 9 the group, and then we'll address the one, if
10 Libertarian. This one at the very last meeting was | 10 that's okay.
11 issued a final continuance grant. It was granted 11 I's there a notion to grant the request for --
12 for its last continuance. They again asked for a 12 MB. NUSSMEYER Madam Chair, if | might, |
13 continuance this neeting. 13  don't know that you woul d want to consider the
14 M5. NUSSMEYER Mchelle, could you remind us |14 whol e group because that one is part of that group.
15 what the Cormission did. Véll, they set a policy 15 M5. THOWPSCN Hold on. |'ve got one nore.
16 at that Commission neeting that we gave thema 16  2025-1907, this was Senator Young for his seven,
17  certain nunber of continuances and said that was 17 -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411, and -412.
18 your final. 18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. Wéll, | think, | nean,
19 Co-Director King, do you recall or co-counsel? |19 obviously we're not doing it on the whol e group
20 \¢ can go back and | ook under neeting minutes if we | 20 because we're going to approve all of those
21 have to pull that one out. 21 excluding the Jefferson County Libertarians or
22 MB. TAYLCR They have -- the Conmission has 22 whatever it was you said.
23 for the past several years granted two continuances | 23 MR WESTERCAW: So noved.
24 and on the second continuance said this is your 24 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE  (kay. So we have a motion to
25 final continuance that we will grant. That was 25 grant the continuances for all of those commttees
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1 what the Libertarian Party of Jefferson County was 1 excluding the one. Do we have a second?
2 given at the Septenber of '23 hearing. They have 2 MR OERHAT: I'll second.
3 asked for nowa third continuance on this cause 3 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Any nore di scussi on,
4 from2022. 4 thoughts?
5 MR KING Mdam Chairman, to address the 5 Al in favor of the notion say "aye."
6 question posed, yes, | think the Cormission's past 6 VI CE CHA RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
7 practice has been accurately stated with regard to 7 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
8 continuances in an initial continuance, which I 8 MR VESTERCAWVP.  Aye.
9 understand is the case for all the ones |isted 9 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
10 except for the one conmttee identified -- 10 Ckay. So on the one, we need to probably | ook
11 M5. TAYLCR Wé're not finished with them 11  up that cause nunber.
12 either, but yes. 12 MB. TAYLCR It is 2023-7696-158. It's on
13 MR KING -- have been routinely granted. 13 page 3 of your spreadsheet.
14 However, in the case where a conmittee requests a 14 CHAl RVAN BOYCE:  Libertarian Party of
15  continuance after having been advi sed that the 15 Jefferson County, $350.
16  continuance previously granted was final, | believe | 16 MR VESTERCAMP. Madam Chair, 1'd like to nove
17 the Commssion has, at |east on one occasion, 17 to deny the continuance on this natter.
18 proceeded to find the conmttee in default -- 18 CHAI RVAN BOYCE: Do we have a second?
19 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. 19 MB. QOLBERT:  Second.
20 MR KING -- and inpose the penalty. 20 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  (kay. W have a motion and a
21 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay. Keep going with that 21 second to deny the request for continuance. Al
22 list, and then we'll cone back to that one. 22 those in favor say "aye."
23 M. THOWPSON  Ckay. 2025-5475-187, Indiana |23 VI CE CGHAl RVAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.
24 Speech, Language, and Hearing Association PAC 24 MB. CELESTI NO HORSEMAN  Aye.
25  2025-7150-393 and -394, Conmittee to Hect Reagan 25 MR VESTERCAWP.  Aye.
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1 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 1 M. OCOLBERT:  Second.

2 Ckay. 2 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  Furt her di scussi on?

3 MR WESTERCAMP. Do we need to vote to inpose 3 Al in favor of the notion say "aye."

4 penalty by default? Ckay. 4 MR OERHOT: Aye.

5 CHAI RMAN BOYCE  kay. So | recogni ze the 5 MB. QOLBERT:  Aye.

6 canpaign finance staff to present infornation 6 MR VESTERCAMP.  Aye.

7 regarding canpaign committees subject to 7 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed say "nay."

8 admnistrative dissolution by the Conm ssion. 8 The "ayes" have it, and the notion to inpose

9 M5. THOWSCN  Madam Chai rnan, nenbers of the 9 the penalty is adopt ed.

10 Commission, your little blue tab, these conmttees |10 | think maybe the last thing we want to

11 can be admnistratively dissolved. They have not 11 discuss is, for the convenience of the conmttees

12 filed areport in three years, and they have a 12 granted continuances today on canpaign finance

13 bal ance of less than 1,000. Both chairnan and 13 matters and to finalize the 2025 voting system

14 treasurer have been notified. 14 protocols after receiving feedback, | woul d ask if

15 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. | nove the Cormission |15  Gonmission menbers woul d have availability to

16 do the following: Mke a finding that there is no |16 attend neetings or to designate a proxy on the

17 evidence that any of these conmittees continue to 17 followi ng dates. And obviously, since you two are

18 receive contributions, make contributions, or 18 proxies, we will communicate with them The two

19 otherw se function as a cormttee; make a finding 19 dates that | would like to propose are Tuesday,

20 that, according to the best evidence available to 20 October 21st. That woul d be the next neeting, at

21  the Conmission, the dissolution of these coomittees |21 1:30 p.m

22 will not inpair any contract or inpede the 22 And then | had sone flexibility on either

23 collection of a debt or a judgment by any person; 23 Novenber 4th or Novenber 6th. It would be a

24 nake a finding that the prudent use of public 24 Tuesday or a Thursday. And, honestly, we were

25 resources nake further efforts to collect any 25 discussing this. There's obviously not an el ection
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1 outstanding civil penalty inposed agai nst these 1 this year, but I know a few counties are having

2 comittees wasteful or unjust, and that therefore 2 special elections or referenduns or whatever. So |

3 the Commission admnistratively dissolve each of 3 don't knowif that woul d be of any consideration to

4 these commttees. 4 the body rmeeting, but either of those dates.

5 I's there a second? 5 MR WESTERCAMP: That works for ne.

6 MR VESTERCAMP.  Second. 6 M. NUSSMEYER  Madam Chair, | woul d add,

7 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  (kay.  Any di scussi on? 7 though, for 10/21, are you expecting to do stuff

8 Al in favor of the notion say "aye." 8 with the 2025 VSTCP protocol ? Vés that the

9 MR OERHT: Aye. 9 intention? | thought | heard you say that.

10 M5. QOLBERT: Aye. 10 CHAIRVAN BOYCE: | nean, as long as the report

11 MR VESTERCAWP:  Aye. 11 fromVSTCP is ready.

12 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed. 12 MB. NUSSMEYER Right. WélI, VSTCP sent us an

13 Ckay. |s anyone present -- okay. Coviously 13 email this afternoon. They contacted the vendors

14 noone is here. Is anyone present to testify on 14 and asked for a feedback date of Qctober 24th, so

15 any renaining canpai gn finance hearing schedul ed 15 that would be after the date of that neeting.

16 for today? 16 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. | would say we coul d

17 Seeing none, | declare the hearings on all 17 ask VSTCP to adjust accordingly. | nean, it's just

18 renai ning canpai gn finance matters schedul ed for 18 three days.

19 today closed, including the continuance that was 19 MB. NUSSMEYER R ght, but the Cormission this

20 denied. Is there a mtion to inpose the entire 20 norning said that they would give the vendors

21 amount of the proposed penalty plus mailing costs 21 30 days to respond, and so the Cctober 24th date

22 inall renmaining canpai gn finance enforcenent 22 was 30 days fromtoday's date, or thereabouts.

23 actions? 23 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Can | decide later or do |

24 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved. 24 have to decide right now? Ckay. We'Il just keep

25 CHAI RMAN BOYCE:  |'s there a second? 25 you post ed.
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1 M. NUSSMEYER Qeat. Thank you. 1 STATE OF | NDI ANA
2 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  Ckay. 2 COUNTY OF HAM LTON
3 MR VESTERCAMP: Did you have a thought on the 3 I, Maria W Collier, a Notary Public in and
4 second date? 4 for said county and state, do hereby certify that the
5 CHA RVAN BOYCE: | woul d prefer Tuesday j ust 5 foregoing public session was taken at the tine and
6 based on ny schedule. | just didn't knowif the 6 place heretofore mentioned between 10:00 a.m and
7 idea of a few counties having a special election Tos4rp.m;
8 That said public session was taken down in

8 nattered. o
IR VESTEOAP W1 e 10 e w17 |0 S I e fouend o e
10 CHAI RVMAN BOYCE:  Yes. Both would be at 1:30. C ’ _ _

. . 11 transcript is a true record of the public session.
1 .NS NJSSNEYER Madam _Chal r, 1 wll say on 12 I'N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny
12 special election days counties do reach out to us 13 hand and affixed my notarial seal this 8th day of
13 with issues or problens, and depending on the 14 October, 2025.
14  length of the meeting, if it goes past 6 o' clock 15
15 and counties are trying to close and they have to 16
16 access the Statewide Voter Registration Systemor |,
17 report election results, they oftentimes reach out |44
18 tous. So we may have to step out to assist those | g
19 counties. 20
20 CHA RVAN BOYCE: kay. | will confirmall of |21 M Commission expires:
21 that. As | said, that is why | had chosen two Decenber 5, 2032
22 because | wasn't quite sure if that would be a 22
23 factor. 23 Job No. 201873
24 The Indiana B ection Commssion has finished 24
25 its business for today. Is there a notion for the |25
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1 Indiana Hection Conmission to adjourn.
2 MR WESTERCAMP.  So noved.
3 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  Those in favor say "aye."
4 MB. OOLBERT:  You need a second.
5 CHA RVAN BOYCE:  (h, | need a second.
6 MB. OCOLBERT:  Second.
7 CHA RVAN BOYCE: Al those in favor say "aye."
8 MR OERT. Aye.
9 M. OOLBERT: Aye.
10 MR VESTERCAWVP.  Aye.
11 CHAI RVAN BOYCE:  (pposed "nay. "
12 The "ayes" have it. The Indiana Hection
13 Commission neeting is adjourned.
14 (The Indiana B ection Comission Public
15 Session was adjourned at 5:47 p.m)
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  This meeting of the



      2     Indiana Election Commission is officially called to



      3     order.  I first want to just really quick maybe



      4     take a point and just introduce myself.  And we



      5     have another new member of the Commission.  So I



      6     just wanted to say hello.  My name is Beth Boyce,



      7     and I will be chairing this Commission now, so



      8     happy to be here.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And I'm John Westercamp.



     10     Thank you so much, and I'm happy to be here as



     11     well.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the following members of



     13     the Commission are present:  Myself, the chairman,



     14     Beth Boyce; Suzannah Wilson Overholt, our vice



     15     chairman; Karen Celestino-Horseman; and John



     16     Westercamp.  Indiana Election Division staff, we



     17     have the co-directors, Brad King and Angie



     18     Nussmeyer; co-general counsels, Matthew Kochevar



     19     and Valerie Warycha.  We also have with us our



     20     court reporter, Maria Collier, from Stewart



     21     Richardson Deposition Services.



     22          Before we continue the meeting, I want to



     23     remind everyone on behalf of the court reporter to



     24     do the following:  Identify yourself when beginning



     25     to speak.  Spell your name when identifying
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      1     yourself.  Speak clearly and do not speak at the



      2     same time as others.



      3          Up next, the documentation of compliance with



      4     Open Door Law.  I request that the co-directors



      5     confirm that the Commission meeting has been



      6     properly noticed as required under the Open Door



      7     Law, including new membership information



      8     requirements which became effective July 1, 2025.



      9          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, members of the



     10     Commission, on behalf of myself and Co-Director



     11     Nussmeyer, we confirm that this Commission meeting



     12     was properly noticed in compliance with the



     13     requirements of the Open Door Law.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.



     15          Next up, we'll go to the approval of the



     16     September 30, 2024, Indiana Election Commission



     17     minutes.  I recognize the co-directors to present



     18     the minutes of the referenced meeting.



     19          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman and members of the



     20     Commission, Co-Director Nussmeyer and myself



     21     reviewed the minutes of the Commission and



     22     recommend them to you for your approval.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Great.



     24          Is there a motion to approve each of the



     25     minutes as presented?
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



      5          Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     10          The "ayes" have it, and the motion to approve



     11     each of the minutes is adopted.



     12          Is there consent from each of the members to



     13     authorize the Election Division to use our



     14     individual signature stamps to document our



     15     approval of the documents at this meeting?



     16          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yes, consent.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yes.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Consent.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The Election Division is



     20     authorized to act accordingly.



     21          Next, we will move to the administration of



     22     the oath.  Any person who plans to testify at



     23     today's meeting on any matter, please stand for the



     24     administration of the oath.



     25          I recognize Matthew Kochevar to administer the
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      1     oath.



      2          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  I can



      3     actually speak in the microphone and also stand up



      4     at the same time.



      5          So all those who plan to testify before the



      6     Indiana Election Commission, please raise your



      7     right hand and say "I do" after recitation of the



      8     oath.



      9          Do you solemnly swear, under the pains and



     10     penalties of perjury, that the testimony you are



     11     about to give to the Indiana Election Commission is



     12     the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the



     13     truth?  Please say "I do."



     14          ALL:  I do.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.  Thank you.



     16          Next, we will go into the voting system



     17     approval protocols report.  The chair recognizes



     18     the co-directors to provide a report regarding the



     19     protocols for the Commission to consider



     20     applications for approval of a voting system or



     21     recertification of a previously approved voting



     22     system.



     23          The chair will then recognize representatives



     24     of the Voting System Technical Advisory Program,



     25     also known as VSTOP, to provide information
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      1     regarding the proposed addendum to the 2021



      2     protocols adopted by the Commission at that time,



      3     and the proposed 2025 protocols for voting system



      4     approval.



      5          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, members of the



      6     Commission, Brad King, co-director.  As the chair



      7     indicated in her remarks, there is an existing



      8     protocol adopted by the Commission regarding the



      9     work of the VSTOP program in presenting



     10     recommendations to the Commission regarding



     11     approval of voting systems.  That protocol was



     12     adopted in 2021.



     13          Since that date in particular, during the 2025



     14     session, there were substantive changes made to the



     15     laws governing the functioning of voting systems in



     16     Indiana.  The 2021 protocols reflect those changes,



     17     and they are presented to the Commission today with



     18     the understanding that the 2025 protocols, which



     19     will be used for recertification of existing



     20     systems or new systems going forward, will be



     21     amended or will incorporate the changes made in the



     22     2021 protocols as well.



     23          And I'll defer to my counterpart, Co-Director



     24     Nussmeyer, for further comments.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you, Co-Director King.
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      1          I agree with all of his comments this morning.



      2     I just want to be a little bit more specific



      3     perhaps.  The 2021 protocols are being amended,



      4     which is in your binder this morning.  They're



      5     being amended primarily for two main reasons, and



      6     that is the way that we elect school board



      7     candidates.  This past legislative session, school



      8     board candidates were made potentially partisan.  A



      9     candidate can affiliate with the Democratic,



     10     Republican, Libertarian party, with another minor



     11     party, be an independent, or leave the field blank.



     12          And so we wanted to ensure that the systems



     13     that had been previously certified in 2021, as they



     14     move forward with renewals for 2025 moving forward



     15     for the next four years, could, in fact, make



     16     school board races partisan and also accommodate a



     17     blank field for the party affiliation, and that it



     18     would also permit more than one candidate from any



     19     political party to be presented under the school



     20     board races.  Specifically, let's say a school



     21     board race is a vote-for-one race.  Ordinarily that



     22     would mean one Democrat, one Republican, one



     23     Libertarian, and so forth on the ballot with the



     24     exception of others, but under the new law, you



     25     could have five Democrats running in a vote-for-one
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      1     race, ten Republicans running.  And so we wanted to



      2     confirm that the voting systems, as they move



      3     forward, that we reviewed that.



      4          There's also a law change from a couple years



      5     ago where, if you have a specific type of school



      6     corporation referendum question, a public question,



      7     that if you moved out of the school corporation in



      8     the final 30 days leading up to the election, you



      9     have to be given a special ballot that excludes



     10     that public question, but the voter can vote on all



     11     the rest of the races.



     12          And so it's substantially similar to what the



     13     vendors would do in the primary for a 17-year-old



     14     ballot where a 17-year-old who can be registered to



     15     vote and vote in the May primary, they can nominate



     16     candidates for the November election; they just



     17     can't determine the fate of a public question, and



     18     so then that public question has to be removed from



     19     that special 17-year-old ballot.  That was never



     20     true for November until this law changed dealing



     21     with school corporations, and so we just want to



     22     confirm that that public question can be omitted as



     23     a ballot style for the November election.



     24          And then the 2025 protocols, for any type of



     25     modification or new system certification after
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      1     renewal, then that has the amended version of the



      2     2021 protocols, but also includes the optional



      3     feature for optical scan voting systems to include



      4     a ballot retraction feature for absentee ballots.



      5     But that is in the 2025 protocol.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Are there any initial



      7     questions for the co-directors?



      8          If not, then the chair recognizes VSTOP for



      9     further information regarding this matter.



     10          MR. DRUMM:  My name is Spencer Drumm,



     11     D-r-u-m-m.



     12          Good morning, everybody.  VSTOP would like to



     13     present the 2021 Amendment 1 protocol for the



     14     Commission's approval.  The main areas that have



     15     been updated, going along with what was already



     16     stated, include the school board party



     17     designations, added test ballots, and a list of



     18     recommended, but not required, special characters.



     19     The vendors looking for recertification in 2025



     20     must meet these new requirements, and we look



     21     forward to VSTOP presenting recommendations on



     22     these voting systems.



     23          Thank you.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Based on this



     25     information, I move that the proposed addendum to
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      1     the 2021 protocols be adopted to take effect



      2     immediately.



      3          Is there a second?



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any further discussion?



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I just have a quick



      7     question to get something straight in my mind.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So as far as the



     10     ballot goes for the school districts -- is that



     11     part of this?



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So as far as the



     14     ballot goes for the school district, no one has to



     15     go through a primary or are we talking about this



     16     being a problem in the primary?  Are we talking



     17     about it being changed in general?  So are you



     18     going to have ten Democrats on a primary ballot or



     19     ten Democrats in the general?



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  If I may, Madam Chair.  No.



     21     The law was written so that school board candidates



     22     are still just elected in the November election.



     23     They are not on the primary election ballot, and



     24     straight party voting does not apply to them in



     25     November.
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      1          MR. KING:  Madam Chairwoman, I would agree



      2     with Co-Director Nussmeyer regarding that.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  With no further



      4     discussion or questions, the question is on the



      5     approval of the addendum to the 2021 protocols.



      6     All in favor, signify by saying "aye."



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     11          The motion is adopted, and the addendum to the



     12     2021 protocols is adopted.



     13          Okay.  In keeping with the Commission's



     14     actions in 2021, I move that the 2025 protocols for



     15     voting system approvals be forwarded to each voting



     16     system vendor to provide any response for



     17     consideration by the Commission at its next



     18     meeting.



     19          Is there a second?



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any discussion,



     22     questions?



     23          Hearing none, the question is on the



     24     transmittal of the proposed 2025 protocols for



     25     voting system approvals and that those be

�



                                                           14



      1     transmitted to each voting system vendor with a



      2     voting system currently approved for marketing and



      3     use in Indiana.  All in favor, signify by saying



      4     "aye."



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      9          The motion is adopted.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I have a question.



     11     What is the deadline for reply?



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  From the vendors?



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Uh-huh.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Co-Director King.



     15          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, Commissioner



     16     Celestino-Horseman, as I recall, in 2021, there was



     17     an approximately 30-day deadline for response, and



     18     so again, in keeping with the past practices, it



     19     would be a 30-days-from-today time period for



     20     vendors to respond.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And is that contained



     22     within the version that we're putting out for 2025



     23     or is there separate notification that gets



     24     provided to the vendors?



     25          MR. KING:  There would be separate
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      1     notification as a cover letter with the protocols



      2     to say please respond by the specified date.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  In keeping with what was done



      5     in '21?



      6          MR. KING:  That's correct.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Very good.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  The Commission has



      9     completed the first portion of our agenda and will



     10     begin its consideration of campaign finance



     11     proceedings promptly at 1:30 p.m. Eastern Daylight



     12     Time at this location, Conference Center Room B in



     13     Indiana Government Center South at 402 West



     14     Washington Street in Indianapolis, pursuant to the



     15     notice given by the Election Division to campaign



     16     finance committees.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Before we depart --



     18     and I'm sorry to keep asking questions, but it's



     19     been a while and I'm trying to get my mind wrapped



     20     around it.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, we're new, so yes.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So when is the



     23     deadline for approving the machines and then --



     24     because if the deadline isn't met, then counties



     25     are tied into -- correct me if I'm wrong, please,

�



                                                           16



      1     someone, but counties are then tied into using the



      2     voting machines without modification that had



      3     previously been approved, and do we know whether



      4     this is going to cause any kind of hardship on the



      5     counties?



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Co-Director King.



      7          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, Commissioner



      8     Celestino-Horseman, no, we are not aware of any



      9     particular hardship that any county has identified



     10     or, to my knowledge, any vendor, but perhaps VSTOP



     11     would have more information based on their direct



     12     contact with vendors regarding this process.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And so what are the



     14     deadlines for having the modifications approved or



     15     new equipment approved, new applications?  Do we



     16     even have time for any of that to be done this



     17     year?



     18          MR. KING:  Yes.  The short answer would be the



     19     ultimate deadline is, of course, the May 2026



     20     primary in which the voting systems will be used



     21     and the early voting that precedes the primary



     22     election date.  So, for example, in November 2024,



     23     Commissioners may remember that another vendor,



     24     MicroVote Corporation, had a change that needed to



     25     be implemented shortly before the November 2024
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      1     election, and the Commission did so, I believe, at



      2     the last meeting in September 2024.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Just a point of clarification,



      4     if I might, Madam Chair.  So certification for



      5     previously approved systems ends October 1st of



      6     this year, so voting system vendors who want to



      7     seek renewal of those systems to be able to market,



      8     sell, or lease those systems would have to submit



      9     an application before October 1st, pay a fee, and



     10     then VSTOP can perform the testing.



     11          And so the counties can continue using their



     12     equipment.  They're just considered legacy systems



     13     that cannot be modified and they cannot be



     14     marketed, sold, or leased.  So October 1st just has



     15     to deal with the certification and whether or not a



     16     machine is legacy or not, even if, in a legacy



     17     status, the counties can continue using those



     18     systems.



     19          And so the 2021 protocol that we amended this



     20     morning -- or that the Commission amended this



     21     morning, it allows VSTOP to perform the field tests



     22     to move forward with those renewals of previously



     23     certified systems.  So that's one silo of voting



     24     systems.



     25          October 1, 2025, moving forward, that's what
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      1     the second protocol is for that we're seeking



      2     vendor input on, and that will allow for any voting



      3     system vendor to bring a new system forward or to



      4     modify a renewed system, and that's the field test



      5     that they will have to adhere to for VSTOP to be



      6     able to test them under our state law.



      7          So everything that's out in the field right



      8     now can continue to be used, even in legacy status.



      9     Once this body meets to renew those systems,



     10     assuming a voting system vendor wants to renew



     11     their old systems, then those will just be



     12     certified for a new four-year term, and then



     13     vendors can bring forward any modifications to



     14     those systems after they're renewed or bring



     15     forward a new voting system.  I know we have one



     16     new voting system that's kind of waiting in the



     17     wings to be approved by the Commission under the



     18     2021 protocols, but that's not out in the field



     19     right now for any counties, so that's not an issue.



     20          Does that answer your question?



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So if you have a



     22     legacy going forward, wouldn't that be -- and maybe



     23     it's not going to be an issue.  Is there anything



     24     that a voting company is not going to seek renewal



     25     of a certification?
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I know that I'm personally



      2     aware of one vendor that is not seeking



      3     certification -- recertification of their system



      4     because they're bringing forward a new system



      5     before the end of the year for approval.  But the



      6     counties can continue using that older system; it's



      7     just that that vendor can no longer market, sell,



      8     or lease.  They can still repair it.  They just



      9     can't come to us and seek modification for those



     10     systems.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  That answers



     12     it.



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I don't know if Co-Director



     14     King has anything more to add.



     15          MR. KING:  No.  I would simply add that,



     16     again, there is no hard and fast deadline where a



     17     county would be without the ability to use a



     18     previously certified system.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I move that this



     20     Commission meeting stand in recess until the time



     21     that I previously had discussed.



     22          Is there a second?



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, sorry.  Before



     24     we recess, I just wanted to comment on the way this



     25     meeting was scheduled.  So we've been in session
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      1     for 21 minutes and now we've got a three-hour --



      2     over three-hour break.  My understanding is we've



      3     got a very heavy agenda this afternoon.  I'm not



      4     quite sure why it was structured this way, but it



      5     seems that it would have been much more efficient



      6     if we had just gone straight from this into the



      7     campaign finance proceedings.



      8          So going forward, if we could do that just



      9     because if we're looking at -- because I have to



     10     leave.  I guess I'll say, I mean, I have a hard



     11     stop at 5:15 tonight.  I've got a proxy lined up.



     12     I think Commissioner Celestino-Horseman has a hard



     13     stop at 6:00 p.m.  We know that these meetings,



     14     they have gone until 8, 9 o'clock at night.  So



     15     here I thought we had a day, and now we've set it



     16     aside.  So if we could just -- whoever is in charge



     17     of scheduling meetings, I know it's not the two of



     18     us, but if we could take that into consideration



     19     going forward, I'd appreciate that.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Absolutely.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And I need to



     22     clarify.  We think we have proxies set up.  And



     23     that's a problem because we're also well aware that



     24     there are going to be many people coming from



     25     around the state who we are expecting them to sit
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      1     until this ends, which could be six, seven hours.



      2     But if they come at 1:30 and they decide to stay



      3     and then I jump up and I have to leave at 6:00 and



      4     we don't have the person, it's empty, the person



      5     can't make it, then all these people that have been



      6     sitting here waiting -- now, you're new.  I know



      7     you didn't know that, but I do think going forward,



      8     I don't know, we can start these meetings in the



      9     morning.  I'm willing to come in the morning.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.  I would just comment,



     11     obviously, as you both mentioned, I'm new, so some



     12     of this, I think, was anticipation of having more



     13     input this morning, maybe some time to allow for



     14     that, and certainly, yeah, just wanting to be



     15     prepared.  So I will definitely take that into



     16     consideration.  And I agree we want to do this as



     17     efficiently with respect to all the participants



     18     and the staff as well, so duly noted.



     19          MR. KING:  Madam Chair, you still need a



     20     second for the motion.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  I was going to get back



     22     to that.



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any discussion?



     25          Okay.  Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      5          The "ayes" have it and the motion is adopted.



      6     The Commission stands in recess until 1:30 p.m.



      7     today.



      8          (The Indiana Election Commission Public



      9     Session was recessed from 10:24 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.)



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Good afternoon.  This meeting



     11     of the Indiana Election Commission is called back



     12     to order at 1:33 p.m. at the same location as this



     13     morning.



     14          The following members of the Commission are



     15     present:  Chair Beth Boyce; Suzannah Wilson



     16     Overholt, Vice Chair; Members Karen



     17     Celestino-Horseman and John Westercamp.  Indiana



     18     Election Division staff:  Co-Director Brad King,



     19     and Co-Director Angie Nussmeyer, I think, ran up to



     20     get her phone, so she'll be back shortly;



     21     Co-General Counsels Matthew Kochevar and Valerie



     22     Warycha.  The court reporter is here today, Maria



     23     Collier, from Stewart Richardson Deposition



     24     Services.



     25          Before we continue the meeting, I want to
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      1     remind everyone on behalf of the court reporter to



      2     identify yourself when beginning to speak, spell



      3     your name when identifying yourself, speak clearly,



      4     and do not speak at the same time as others.



      5          First up, we have the ratification of campaign



      6     finance settlement agreements.  We'll have a



      7     presentation by Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thompson.  I



      8     recognize the Election Division's campaign finance



      9     staff, Ms. Taylor and Ms. Thompson, to present



     10     information concerning several campaign finance



     11     settlement agreements entered into on behalf of the



     12     Commission.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chair and members of the



     14     Commission, the first thing in your binder there is



     15     a list of committees that are ready to ratify, that



     16     have agreed to pay the settlement agreement and



     17     waive a hearing.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So this is the first four



     19     pages of this?



     20          MS. THOMPSON:  Correct.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can I just ask a question?



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  In the future would it be



     25     possible to see what the -- in the absence of a
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      1     settlement agreement, what the fine would otherwise



      2     be with that information just for the members of



      3     the Commission?



      4          MS. THOMPSON:  What the fine would be?



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  In the absence of --



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  That is the fine.



      7          MS. THOMPSON:  That is the fine.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Oh, okay.



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  That is the fine.  Like you miss



     10     $50 per calendar day, here is the settlement



     11     agreement, you can pay it and leave the hearing or



     12     you can wait for a hearing.



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thanks for that



     14     clarification.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So it is what it is.



     16          Okay.  Is there a motion to ratify the



     17     campaign finance settlement agreements as



     18     presented?



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



     23          Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."



      3          The "ayes" have it, and the motion to ratify



      4     the agreements is adopted.



      5          Next, we'll administer the oath.  Any person



      6     who plans to testify at today's meeting on any



      7     matter, including candidate challenges and campaign



      8     finance matters, please stand for the



      9     administration of the oath.



     10          MR. KOCHEVAR:  All right.  Good afternoon,



     11     everyone.  Please raise your right-hand.  Please



     12     say "I do" after recitation of the oath.



     13          Do you solemnly swear, under the pains and



     14     penalties of perjury, that the testimony you are



     15     about to give to the Indiana Election Commission is



     16     the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the



     17     truth?  Please say "I do."



     18          ALL:  I do.



     19          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Thank you.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.  Thank you.



     21          Okay.  Next, we will get into the campaign



     22     finance enforcement matters, an opportunity for



     23     committees with representatives to present today



     24     and accept reduced penalties.



     25          I do think first we were going to go over and
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      1     give Michelle and Abbey a chance to comment on a



      2     few issues.



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  Madam Chairman, members of



      4     the Commission, we have seven committees who



      5     notified us that we sent out the wrong notice in



      6     December.  In December, we -- I.  I don't know what



      7     I did.  I did it.  I will own it.  I don't know how



      8     I did it, but I managed to send out the notice for



      9     the 2020 annual instead of the 2024 annual.  So the



     10     due date in the letter that we sent out to



     11     candidates was due January 20th of 2021.  The



     12     deadline was January 15th or 17th of 2025.



     13          Seven committees were like, Hey, we didn't



     14     file on the 15th because your letter said the 21st.



     15     So we've got seven committees that we would request



     16     that you dismiss because we screwed that up.  We



     17     dropped that ball.  I, Abbey Taylor, screwed that



     18     up.



     19          I'll give you the cause numbers.



     20     2025-7683-262, Committee to Elect Tamie Dixon



     21     Tatum; Cause No. 2025-7903-278, Committee to Elect



     22     Ivan Ursery, II; 2025-7941-285, Committee to Elect



     23     Tim R. Yocum State Representative District 42;



     24     2025-7947-289, Whitmer for Indy; 2025-6822-210,



     25     Committee to Elect John T. Young; 2025-7322-231
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      1     Friends of Edward Comstock; and 2025-7731-266,



      2     Committee to Elect Mark Spelbring.



      3          I have page numbers if you wanted to look at



      4     those.  Tell me what you want.



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So are you looking



      6     at -- so they've moved to dismiss, and so what



      7     you're seeking is our granting --



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  We're asking you to dismiss.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  You're asking.  Okay.



     10     So technically do we on the Commission need to make



     11     a motion to dismiss?  We would move to dismiss?



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Is there a motion?



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move that we



     15     dismiss the seven cases which alerted us to the



     16     fact that the letter we sent out informing them of



     17     the deadline to file, we sent out the incorrect



     18     deadline.  It was not their fault, so therefore I



     19     move that we dismiss those seven cases.  They



     20     timely notified us, and that was the important



     21     part.  They got back to us and asked the question.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Is there a second?



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'll second it.  I have two



     24     questions, though, anticipating discussion.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I was going to say
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      1     discussion.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Have the right notices been



      3     sent out?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  By the time we learned we sent



      5     out the wrong notice, it was days ahead of the



      6     deadline, so the mail was not going to get them out



      7     anyway.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And is there any reason to



      9     suspect there's others that we didn't catch than



     10     the seven?  We just want to ask that question.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  We sent out roughly 4- to 500



     12     notices with the wrong date.  Seven committees let



     13     us know that it was the wrong date.  A handful of



     14     others have called in like, Hey, is this the right



     15     date or the wrong date, but they filed on time



     16     because the deadline was -- it was well past 2021,



     17     but I screwed up.  I sent the wrong one out.



     18          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I appreciate that.  I just



     19     want to clarify.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I imagine we might



     21     hear from some more today.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.  Okay.  Fair enough.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Consistency will be



     24     important.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And after we get the
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      1     second, then I'll make a comment.



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  We have a second.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  We have a second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We have a second, so any more



      5     comments?



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And that's why I've



      7     brung this motion.  You know, if you get a notice



      8     from a government agency or anyone to whom you may



      9     have an obligation and it has a date that is



     10     suspect in it, you cannot just simply sit back and



     11     not do anything about it.  You also have an



     12     obligation.  You've been notified that something is



     13     due, you don't understand why they gave this date,



     14     so you've got to call and ask.  That's the way it



     15     works in everything.



     16          So this is an unfortunate situation.  There



     17     were seven groups that called and asked, so those



     18     seven, because they took that initiative and



     19     incentive, that's why I moved to dismiss the



     20     complaints against them.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.  Great.  So we have a



     22     motion and a second.  Any more discuss, questions?



     23          Hearing none, all in favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      3          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is granted.



      4          Okay.  Before proceeding with campaign



      5     finance --



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  There's one more.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm so sorry.  You had one



      8     more.  I apologize.



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  I managed to screw up again in



     10     2024 and had a stack of things on my desk that I



     11     just let get buried.  And there were five



     12     Libertarian candidates who filed everything on time



     13     on paper, but because I screwed up and let it get



     14     buried, I didn't open their committees online, so



     15     they couldn't get online to file their reports, and



     16     they missed that reporting deadline.



     17          We've got five of those that we're also



     18     requesting you dismiss because we screwed that up.



     19     2025-7957-294, Tim Cotton for Senate District 10;



     20     2025-7959-295, Libby 4 Liberty; 2025-7961-296,



     21     South Bend for Liberty; 2025-7958-425, Run with



     22     Renholzberger; and 2025-7956-426, Ronnie the



     23     Libertarian.



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  May I ask a question?



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So the issue was that



      2     you didn't -- and you don't need to keep saying --



      3     it's a new year, right?  It's a new year.  But so



      4     for these, so they were -- the committees hadn't



      5     been opened, so they couldn't file --



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  We didn't click accept online.



      7     They did their part online.  They filed the signed



      8     paperwork.  I did not go hit accept, so they



      9     couldn't get online to file their post-convention



     10     reports.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So have they since



     12     filed those reports?



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  Oh, yes.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Okay.  That was what



     15     I wanted to know.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.  And some of these



     17     committees are closed.



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Okay.  Thank you.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a motion to do the



     20     same, I guess, then requesting to dismiss?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  Dismiss on these five, yes.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Was there a motion?



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I just did.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Having a motion and a second,



      3     all those in favor say "aye."



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      8          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is granted,



      9     is passed.



     10          Okay.  Before proceeding with campaign finance



     11     enforcement actions, we have customarily given any



     12     committee present a final opportunity to pay a



     13     reduced civil penalty by waiving the right to



     14     present evidence and arguments to the Commission.



     15          Of course, any committee is welcome to present



     16     evidence and arguments for the proposed penalty to



     17     be waived or reduced, but this has been an



     18     opportunity for those who want to waive any



     19     presentation and accept a reduced penalty without



     20     making argument or presentation.



     21          Therefore, I move the adoption of the



     22     following arrangements:  If this is the committee's



     23     first violation, the arrangement is for the



     24     committee to agree to pay 25 percent of the



     25     proposed fine, plus mailing costs.  If this is the
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      1     committee's second violation, the arrangement is



      2     for the committee to agree to pay 50 percent of the



      3     proposed fine, plus mailing costs.  If this is the



      4     committee's third violation, the committee would



      5     agree to pay 75 percent of the proposed violation,



      6     plus mailing costs.  For purposes of this



      7     arrangement, a previous settlement agreement



      8     entered into by the committee will be counted as



      9     one violation.  Likewise, if more than one alleged



     10     violation occurred on the same calendar day, that



     11     group of violations shall be counted as one



     12     violation.



     13          That was a motion, so I would need a second to



     14     this motion.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Madam Chair?



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  I would like



     20     to say we handle this every year, and we usually



     21     pass this every year.  So let me let you in on the



     22     secret.  This is the sweetest deal that you are



     23     going to get today.  You are not going to be



     24     offered anything less unless you are found that you



     25     didn't violate the campaign election law, and that
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      1     is pretty unlikely because that's what happens.



      2     These rules, while difficult, while complex in some



      3     cases, you are expected to know them.



      4          So if you don't take this deal right now --



      5     and you get a sweetheart of a deal, 25 percent of



      6     the penalty if it's your first time, and if you



      7     have one violation today, it will only count as one



      8     violation in the future.  If you have more than one



      9     problem, if you've had more than one problem in the



     10     past, we're willing to still give you a discount.



     11     All that goes out the window as soon as this



     12     opportunity is closed.



     13          Now, let me tell you about some of the excuses



     14     we do not follow, we don't allow.  We have the



     15     discretion.  We are charged with enforcing the law,



     16     and we have a certain amount of discretion.  So



     17     when we've had people come in and say, Oh, my God,



     18     I had a heart attack and they had to amputate my



     19     leg and it was 24 hours before my campaign finance



     20     report was due, we have, upon occasion, let that



     21     slide.



     22          But we do not let slide typically things like,



     23     The dog ate my campaign finance report, I forgot to



     24     put it on my calendar, I didn't know it was due, I



     25     thought my campaign treasurer did it, I thought
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      1     this got taken care of.  No.  The rules are the



      2     rules and especially in this age and time right now



      3     because campaign finance is coming under so much



      4     scrutiny.  And we administer these rules regardless



      5     of your party, regardless of an elected position



      6     you might hold or have been running for.  It



      7     doesn't matter.  We try to be very uniform in the



      8     administration of these rules.



      9          So if you are so inclined to walk out of here



     10     today or know at this very instant how much you're



     11     going to have to pay, what you're going to be



     12     responsible for, I encourage you to take the deal.



     13     If you're one of those who's like, Hey, let's go



     14     for the crapshoot, fine, but do not be disappointed



     15     if you end up being socked for the whole amount or



     16     more than what the deal is.  Just wanted to make it



     17     all very clear.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Any other



     19     discussion, questions?



     20          If there is no further discussion, all in



     21     favor say "aye."



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."
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      1          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is adopted.



      2          The Commission will begin with the committees



      3     whose representatives are seated in the front row



      4     of the room and ask those who wish to accept these



      5     arrangements to please step forward and be



      6     recognized to confirm the committee's acceptance of



      7     the agreement.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  She said the front



      9     rows.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Just the front few rows.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  We appreciate you



     12     being in a hurry, but ...



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Remember that this is



     14     not a time for anyone to make their case to ask for



     15     a reduction or waiver of the proposed penalty.



     16          Simply state your name, the name of the



     17     committee, your own name as its representative, and



     18     your enforcement action cause number if you have



     19     that available for staff, and confirm verbally that



     20     you are accepting this arrangement.



     21          MS. ESPINOSA:  My name is Estela Espinosa.



     22     I'm secretary for Rios Committee.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Rios.



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, page 57, this



     25     is Rios Committee, Cause No. 2025-7612-97.  It has
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      1     a proposed civil penalty of $300.66 and has not



      2     been before the Commission before.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Page 57.  So it would



      4     be a first time --



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  First time.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- agreement or arrangement,



      7     which would be 25 percent.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Yes.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Plus mailing costs.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Plus mailing costs, yes.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's key.  We



     13     really focus on the mailing costs.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The 66 cents, really.  Okay.



     15     So just for clarification from maybe the staff, do



     16     we take each one individually and vote on this?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So in the case --



     19     okay.  Could you then confirm the reduction amount.



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  It should be $75.66.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $75.66.  Okay.  $75.66.



     22          THE REPORTER:  Before you step away, could you



     23     spell your name, ma'am.



     24          MS. ESPINOSA:  E-s-t-e-l-a, last name



     25     E-s-p-i-n-o-s-a.
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      1          THE REPORTER:  Thank you.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it would be a total



      3     fee of $75.66.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Compared to the



      5     original of 300, quite a deal.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  The penalty was



      7     $300.66.



      8          So all those in favor signify by saying "aye."



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     13          Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.



     14          MS. ESPINOSA:  Thank you.



     15          MR. HORVATH:  Hello.  David Horvath,



     16     D-a-v-i-d, H-o-r-v-a-t-h, Friends of Scott Horvath,



     17     and I've got a cause number.  It's going to be



     18     2025-7120-221.



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  31?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  On page 123, Friends of Scott



     21     Horvath, Cause No. 2025-7120-221.  He has paid one



     22     settlement agreement, so this is the second time



     23     before the Commission with a proposed civil penalty



     24     of $1,000.73.



     25          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  He's got another one
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      1     on page 31.



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  He's got another one.  Which one?



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  31.  I was so proud



      4     of myself.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  That's very impressive.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Page 31, Cause No. 2025-7120-51,



      7     with a proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66.  So the



      8     grand total at 50 percent would be $1,000 --



      9     $1,001.23 -- 33 cents.



     10          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $1,001.32.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Are you willing to



     12     accept that deal?



     13          MR. HORVATH:  I'm sorry.  What was --



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  You're willing to



     15     accept that arrangement, make that payment?



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So you have two separate



     17     cause numbers.



     18          MR. HORVATH:  Yes.  We are finally disbanded.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the total for the two



     20     would be $1,001.32.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So under the deal it



     22     would have been $2,000, plus it would have been



     23     counted as two penalties, which meant in the future



     24     that, if he had been cited again for another



     25     penalty, he would have been on his third one, and
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      1     it would bump up the amount that he would have to



      2     pay.  So it gives the added advantage of only



      3     having two complaints combined into one.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any other questions,



      5     thoughts?



      6          I have a motion?



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move approval of



      8     the reduced penalty in the amount stated.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And a second?



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All in favor say "aye."



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     16          Okay.  Very good.



     17          MR. YOUNG:  Madam Chair, since I'm on the



     18     front row, may I ask a question of the board on



     19     this?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  On clarification of this



     21     case?



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Yes, clarification because I think



     23     I've got a partial thing, if he's finished.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     25          MR. YOUNG:  Not yours.  I'm sorry.  Not yours,
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      1     it's on mine.



      2          So there are --



      3          THE REPORTER:  Sir, can you identify yourself



      4     for the record, please.



      5          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, I'm sorry.  R. Michael Young,



      6     Y-o-u-n-g.



      7          There are some I would be more than happy to



      8     take that agreement with, but there are four for



      9     small amounts and the January filing that I would



     10     want to make presentations.  But on the other ones,



     11     I don't have a problem with making that deal.  So



     12     when I come forward, should I point out then at



     13     that point which ones I agree to as the offer that



     14     you have --



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes, right.



     16          MR. YOUNG:  -- and then just discuss the other



     17     ones?



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.  Just do it all



     19     at once when you're --



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah, at the end of



     21     the day.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  That's fine.  Okay.  I just



     23     wanted to make sure that we could separate those.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I just want to



     25     make sure I'm understanding.  So what you're saying
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      1     is that you have -- I don't know how many you have



      2     to deal with here today, all for your campaign.



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Yes.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So you have some that



      5     you want to take the deal on and some that you have



      6     questions on?



      7          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, that I want to challenge.



      8     Yeah, right.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I would suggest we'll do your



     10     agreements now, and then we'll -- if you're



     11     contesting something that you're saying --



     12          MR. YOUNG:  Are you going to do it row by row?



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     14          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Let me get those gathered



     15     as you finish the second row and do it.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Madam Chair, can we



     17     ask Angie.  I think she might have a thought as to



     18     how that might cause some problems.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Procedural?



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Well, I don't know if it's a



     21     procedural issue, Madam Chair.  It's just part of



     22     it may be further waived or reduced from the plea



     23     so the one lump that he wants to challenge, right,



     24     would be at the end, but then you also have the



     25     offenses that would be part of the plea agreement
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      1     that you might want to factor into what he may



      2     present at the end.



      3          So I think previously issues like this we've



      4     generally handled at the end for the full



      5     presentation rather than doing them piecemeal.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  Either way is fine with me,



      7     however you choose to do so.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So, in other words, I



      9     think what Angie is saying is that facts may be



     10     presented in one of the ones that's waived then



     11     have to be --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.  I mean, I would



     13     probably argue you could consider the facts later



     14     if we did it separately.



     15          But, okay, why don't you just sit and we'll



     16     just deal with yours --



     17          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Thanks.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- at the end -- or later



     19     after we get into the next portion.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might.



     21          Maria, the first committee, was there a motion



     22     and a second or just a vote?  Could you look at the



     23     record for us.



     24          (Discussion held off the record.)



     25          THE REPORTER:  I am not seeing a motion and a
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      1     second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we'll go back.  So



      3     we took a vote, but, I apologize, there was not a



      4     motion and a second.  So this was on the first one,



      5     which I think the last name was Rios, the committee



      6     name.  So if I could look for a motion to adopt



      7     that, which, again, we already voted on, but we



      8     need a motion and a second.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move that we accept



     10     the deal made with the Rios Committee.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Should we vote again?



     13          All in favor say "aye."



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     18          Thank you.



     19          Okay.  I'm sorry about that delay.



     20          MR. BOOKWALTER:  That's all right.  Joseph,



     21     J-o-s-e-p-h, last name is Bookwalter,



     22     B-o-o-k-w-a-l-t-e-r, 2025-7916-365.



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



     24     page 198, Bookwalter for Senate, Cause



     25     No. 2025-7916-365, has a proposed civil penalty of
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      1     $950.68.  This committee has not been before the



      2     Commission before.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we're looking at a



      4     25 percent.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Which would be -- total is



      6     $237.50.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So the fee was



      8     $950.68.  A 25 percent of that would be $237.50.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Plus mailing costs.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Plus mailing costs.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  $238.18.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  238 -- what did you say?



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  18 cents.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  18 cents.  Okay.  Is there a



     15     motion and a second to accept this agreement?



     16          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     23          Very good.



     24          MR. BOOKWALTER:  Thank you.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might just
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      1     very quickly.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  For those of you taking the



      4     plea agreement, you will not get a bill until the



      5     Commission meets again, and there will be notice



      6     mailed to you after the Commission adopts those.



      7     So there's no payment expected today, and you won't



      8     get information on how to pay it until the next



      9     Commission meeting is scheduled to deal with



     10     campaign finance matters.



     11          MR. BOOKWALTER:  Is there an option to pay



     12     today?



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There is not.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  But you don't have to



     15     come back for that other meeting.  You don't have



     16     to come back.



     17          MR. BOOKWALTER:  Thank you.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     19          Okay, sir.



     20          MR. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, Madam Chair.



     21     My name is Lonnie Randolph.  I'm here on behalf of



     22     the Committee to Elect Lonnie Randolph,



     23     Administrative Cause No. 2025-5719-397.



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  This is on page 214, Committee to



     25     Elect Attorney Lonnie M. Randolph, Cause
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      1     No. 2025-5719-397.  It is his fourth time before



      2     the Commission for a proposed civil penalty of



      3     $1,000 and mailing costs of 73 cents.



      4          MR. RANDOLPH:  First time?



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  This is your second time before



      6     the Commission, and you paid two settlement



      7     agreements, so this is the fourth billing.



      8          MR. RANDOLPH:  I had one $50 one.  Is there



      9     another one?  That was from years ago.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It shows the dates.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Since you've had, our



     12     records show, four, if you want to come back and



     13     plead your case, you can.  But otherwise, right now



     14     you either -- well, you don't really get a deal at



     15     this point, so you can wait.



     16          MR. RANDOLPH:  I'm not denying this.  I was



     17     late for a supplemental report, so I have no



     18     argument with that.



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So do you want to pay



     20     the full?  You'd have to pay the full amount then.



     21          MR. RANDOLPH:  For a supplemental report?



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Obviously the penalty



     24     reflects the fourth.



     25          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  The fine is $1,000
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      1     plus 73 cents in mailing costs.



      2          MR. RANDOLPH:  But the fine, $1,000, based



      3     upon, you said, four additional reports?



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, no.  So the terms



      5     of the deals that we have, it's a 25 -- the



      6     reductions are based on 25 percent if it's your



      7     first violation, 50 percent if it's your second,



      8     75 percent if it's your third, and after that there



      9     are no reductions.  So there's no discount.



     10          MR. RANDOLPH:  I'm aware of one other one



     11     years ago where I missed a report, and I think I



     12     paid $50 by mail.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So it shows here in 2008 you



     14     had a delinquency in '22, '23, and then this '24



     15     supplemental.



     16          MR. RANDOLPH:  So I had three delinquencies.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So this is the fourth.



     18     Sorry.



     19          MR. RANDOLPH:  So what's the penalty for this



     20     one then?



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the total is the full



     22     amount, which is $1,000 and then the 73 cents of



     23     the mailing cost.



     24          MR. RANDOLPH:  There's no percentage reduction



     25     based on this agreement?

�



                                                           49



      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, because you've



      2     had --



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It's your fourth time.



      4          MR. RANDOLPH:  So there's no agreement then.



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Right.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The agreement is you have to



      7     pay in full.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's why I said you



      9     can either -- I mean, if you want to pay it,



     10     although I don't know, as you heard from



     11     Commissioner Celestino-Horseman, I'm not sure what



     12     arguments you could have that would persuade us to



     13     reduce it anyway.



     14          MR. RANDOLPH:  I did not come in here to make



     15     an argument.  I just came in to say, yes, I was



     16     late and whatever fines, I'll probably pay it.  So



     17     what do I have to do now?



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Nothing actually.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I think we should



     20     look for a motion and a second to impose the full



     21     fine, and then as Co-Director Nussmeyer said, you



     22     will get further instructions in the mail as to how



     23     and when to pay.



     24          MR. RANDOLPH:  Let me ask, can that fine be



     25     paid out of the campaign funds that you have?
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      1          MR. KING:  Yes.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



      3          MR. RANDOLPH:  Okay.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So let's have a motion



      5     and a second.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move that the full fine



      7     plus mailing costs be imposed on the Randolph



      8     campaign.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor say



     11     "aye."



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     16          Okay.  Thank you.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And thank you for



     18     being so cooperative and not making everybody sit



     19     here.  We appreciate it very much.



     20          MR. RANDOLPH:  Like I said, I remember one.



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you, sir.



     22          MR. RANDOLPH:  Thank you very much.  I



     23     appreciate it.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Next.



     25          MS. S. WILLIAMS:  My name is Sarina Williams.
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      1     Sarina is S-a-r-i-n-a, Williams W-i-l-l-i-a-m-s,



      2     and it's Sarina Williams for State Representative,



      3     Cause No. 2025-7570-248.



      4          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



      5     page 137, Sarina Williams for State Representative,



      6     Cause No. 2025-7570-248, has a proposed civil



      7     penalty of $350.73, has not been before the



      8     Commission.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So this is your



     10     first --



     11          MS. S. WILLIAMS:  Yes.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- time, so this would be



     13     25 percent of that total.  Again, the fine is $350



     14     and the mailing cost is 73 cents.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  87.50.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Plus 73 cents.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  $88.23.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So the total penalty



     19     $87.50 and then the mailing cost of 73 cents, so



     20     the total is $88.23.



     21          I would look for a motion and a second to



     22     approve this agreement.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      5          Very good.  Thank you.



      6          MS. S. WILLIAMS:  Thank you.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Next.



      8          MR. ROARK:  Hello.  Name is Keil Roark.



      9     Spelling is K as in Kilo, -e as in Echo, -i as in



     10     Island, -l as in Lima; Roark, R as in Romeo, Oscar,



     11     Alpha, Romeo, Kilo.  And the committee is Kyle



     12     Roark for Indiana.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  What was the cause number?



     14          MR. ROARK:  Cause number is 2025-7614-98.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 57, Keil Roark for



     16     Indiana, Cause No. 2025-7614-98, proposed civil



     17     penalty of $500 plus 66 cents.  It is his first



     18     time before the Commission.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So again we're at the



     20     25 percent.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  It would be $125.66.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Okay.  So it would be



     23     $125 penalty plus the 66 cents for the mailing



     24     costs.



     25          Do we have a motion and a second to approve

�



                                                           53



      1     this agreement?



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      9          Very good.  Thank you.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Thank you for your



     11     service.



     12          MR. ROARK:  Thank you.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Next.



     14          MS. WELLS:  Hello.  Cause No. 2025-7848-395,



     15     committee Wells for Indiana, representative



     16     candidate Destiny Wells here for a penalty for a



     17     late supplemental.  To my knowledge, it is my



     18     first, and I'd like to accept the proposed



     19     settlement of what I have been told is $350, which



     20     would amount to, with postage, $88.23.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



     22     page 213, Wells for Indiana, 2025-7848-395, has a



     23     proposed civil penalty of $350.73, and this is her



     24     first time before the Commission.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  Total would be $88.23.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  That includes the



      3     73 cents?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So with the fine plus



      6     the mailing costs, the total would be $88.23.



      7          Do we have a motion and a second to approve



      8     this agreement?



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor say



     12     "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     17          Very good.  Thank you.



     18          MR. ANDERSON:  Ray Anderson, R-a-y,



     19     A-n-d-e-r-s-o-n, White County Democratic Central



     20     Committee.  I have a question.  I have three of



     21     them, so I think I heard this correct, it would be



     22     all -- if I took the deal, because this is the



     23     first, it would be all that combined, right?



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think so, yes.



     25          MR. ANDERSON:  Okay.  Cause No. -- well,
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      1     there's three -- 2025-6219-129, -145, and -304.  I



      2     know it's going to make a mess there.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's okay.  I've



      4     given up trying to find them.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  The first is on the bottom of



      6     page 72, top of 73, $1,000.66.  The second is on



      7     page 81, proposed civil penalty of $1,000.66.  And



      8     the third is on page 166, and this one is proposed



      9     civil penalty of $300.73.  This is the first time



     10     before the Commission for this committee, so



     11     25 percent is --



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  575.



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  -- $575 plus $2 and something.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's adding all



     15     three of them together?



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     17          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $2.05.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  So $577.05 for the three.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Total for all three.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Can you



     21     say that again, the total.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  $577.05.



     23          MR. ANDERSON:  Yeah.  This will be the last



     24     time this happens, I tell you.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So with the three
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      1     cases here, the total, with the mailing costs, at a



      2     25 percent agreement is $577.05.  Correct?



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  And that includes the



      5     mailing cost?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I need a motion and a



      8     second to approve the agreement.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Second?



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     17          Very good.  Thank you.



     18          Next.



     19          MR. ERLER:  Hi.  I'm Michael Erler, E-r-l-e-r,



     20     treasurer of the Excellent -- I was -- Excellent



     21     Government for Indiana PAC.  I have five notices.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  We've got to find page numbers,



     23     so give us a second.



     24          MR. ERLER:  They all start with the same eight



     25     digits.  Can I read those once and then the other
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      1     four?



      2          MS. THOMPSON:  Yeah.



      3          MR. ERLER:  2025-7200-150, -55, -347, -311,



      4     and -227.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  You've been before the Commission



      6     three other times and paid a settlement agreement,



      7     so I don't believe you're eligible for the



      8     reduction.  This is your fifth.



      9          MR. ERLER:  Really?



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



     11          MR. ERLER:  Okay.  Yeah.  No, I can't afford



     12     75 percent.  I thought I was the last man standing.



     13     I didn't know there was -- it's been 20 -- it was



     14     only a life for two months in 2019, total of 16,000



     15     in and out.  Are you sure?



     16          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, the problem is



     17     he's got others.  He's been here.



     18          Well, if you want to sit down, you can state



     19     your case after we're done with the agreements.



     20          MR. ERLER:  I'll do that.  Thank you.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     22          Next.



     23          MS. METCALFE:  My name is Yvonne Metcalfe.



     24     I'm here for Yvonne Metcalfe for State



     25     Representative.  Do you need my cause number?
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes, please.



      2          MS. METCALFE:  2025-7940-390.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  390?



      4          MS. METCALFE:  Yes.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Page 159, I think.  No.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  What's the page number again,



      7     Abbey?



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  Hold on.  There's not really



      9     rhyme or reason to the -- I mean, there is but



     10     sometimes there's not.



     11          211.  There you go.  Yvonne Metcalfe for State



     12     Rep, Cause No. 2025-7940-390, has a proposed civil



     13     penalty of $1,000.68, has paid one settlement



     14     agreement, so this is the second time before the



     15     Commission.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     17          MS. METCALFE:  I've never been here before.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  You paid a settlement agreement



     19     for a late 2024 preprimary report.



     20          MS. METCALFE:  That's what this is for, right?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  No.  This is for the late



     22     supplemental, CFA-11.



     23          MS. METCALFE:  Okay.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So a second time would



     25     be 50 percent.  So 50 percent of the fine, the fine
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      1     is $1,000, so that would be $500 plus the mailing



      2     costs, so it would be $500.68.



      3          Okay.  I need a motion and a second to approve



      4     the agreement.



      5          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          MR. HURTADO:  Hi.  My name is Pablo Hurtado,



     14     and the cause is 2025-7308-62.



     15          THE REPORTER:  Could you spell your name,



     16     please.



     17          MR. HURTADO:  P-a-b-l-o, H-u-r-t-a-d-o.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 38, Friends of



     19     Pablo, Cause No. 2025-7308-62.  Let me find the



     20     second.  He paid one settlement -- oh, no.  He's



     21     been before us one other --



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  This is the third?



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  There's two.  I'm sorry.  There's



     24     two.



     25          MR. HURTADO:  Yeah.  I got this letter.  I
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      1     don't know if there was another letter sent for the



      2     other one.  I don't live at the house where it was



      3     mailed because I don't live in Indiana anymore.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You said you no



      5     longer live in Indiana.  Is your committee closed?



      6          MR. HURTADO:  Yes, it's closed.  Yeah, I



      7     closed it this year, I believe.  Yeah, I moved to



      8     Wisconsin.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You closed it when?



     10          MR. HURTADO:  This year.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  The other one is on page 128,



     12     Cause No. 2025-7308-229, proposed civil penalty of



     13     $1,000 for a grand total of $1,500 -- or $1,501.13.



     14     Half of that would be --



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, this is the third time,



     16     right?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  No, this is the second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Second, okay.  So 50 percent



     19     of that.



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  So $751 --



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Senor Hurtado, do we



     22     have your mailing address currently?



     23          MR. HURTADO:  Pablo.  And, yeah, it should be.



     24     I have all my mail forwarded, and I have my address



     25     updated, but I don't know if the tenant of my house
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      1     just didn't give me the other one.  I don't know



      2     when the other one was mailed out.  My house, I



      3     sold it to my dad, so he actually sent me a photo



      4     of the one that came in that was the number I gave.



      5     Do they get lumped like annually, so would that be



      6     one and then the other, or would they get lumped



      7     together?



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  They were in the same envelope.



      9          MR. HURTADO:  Oh, were they?  Okay.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can I ask a point of



     12     clarification?



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So it seems like there's



     15     three different delinquencies listed in our folder.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  This is the second time before



     17     the Commission.  The 2022 annual was heard at the



     18     Commission hearing in September of '23, I believe.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.  Thank you.  I just



     20     wanted to be sure.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So, also, can you



     22     remind me of this amount.  So it's half.



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  Half is $751.39.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So for the two, the



     25     total of $751.39.
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      1          Do I have a motion and a second to adopt the



      2     agreement?



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So moved.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     10          Thank you.



     11          MR. HURTADO:  Okay.  Thank you.



     12          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Good afternoon.  My name is



     13     Robin Williams, Robin Williams for Indiana.  The



     14     administrative cause number is 2025-7643-102.  I am



     15     a little mystified as to why I'm here because I



     16     closed my committee at the end of my cycle in



     17     January of 2023, so I'm not quite sure why I



     18     received the notice.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Are you here to take a deal



     20     or are you arguing a case?



     21          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I am if there is something



     22     to take a deal on.  I'm not quite sure.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Is there an



     24     infraction?



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Let's see what's --
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      1          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



      2     page 59.  This is Robin Williams for Indiana, Cause



      3     No. 2025-7643-102.  It has a proposed civil penalty



      4     of $300.66, and this is her second time before the



      5     Commission.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  And the committee is closed.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It is closed.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And this was for



      9     failure to file the annual report for 2023?



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And that was due in



     12     2023?



     13          MS. TAYLOR:  Due in 2024.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  '24.  And that's due



     15     even though the committee was closed?  You still



     16     have to file it?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  It was not closed before that.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But since has been closed.



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  It has since been closed.



     20          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  It was my understanding that



     21     it was closed when I turned in the report in



     22     January 2023.  That's what I thought.



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think if you want



     24     to argue that, you should probably wait.



     25     Otherwise, what we're doing now, you'd be accepting
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      1     a deal for a second violation so $150 plus mailing



      2     costs.  If you are trying not to pay anything, you



      3     can sit down and wait and try to argue your case.



      4          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  Thank you.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



      6          MS. OWENS:  Hi.  I'm Karla Lopez Owens, and I



      7     have two cause numbers.  Should I just read them



      8     off?



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     10          MS. OWENS:  The first one is 2025-7556-90, and



     11     the second one is 2025-7556-246.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  The first one is on page 53,



     13     Karla Lopez Owens for State Senate District 46,



     14     Cause No. 2025-7556-90, proposed civil penalty of



     15     $500.  The second one is on page 136-137, Cause



     16     No. 2025-7556-246, with a proposed civil penalty of



     17     $400.73.  This is her first time before the



     18     Commission.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So the two fines, one



     20     is 500 and one is 400, so this would be a



     21     25 percent.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  That's $225.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $225.



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  So plus mail is $226.39.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So plus the mail,
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      1     total fine $226.39.



      2          MS. OWENS:  Thank you.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do I have a motion and second



      4     to adopt the agreement?



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          Okay.  In the next two rows --



     14          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Sorry.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, yeah.  Okay.  Sure.



     16          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Just a question.  We are not



     17     objecting to anything, but it is going to be our



     18     fourth time.  And so the question is -- what we



     19     have, we believe, is a fine, so we're not



     20     objecting, but we'd be happy to help move --



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So that's really what we did



     22     at the beginning, right, is everybody that kind of



     23     accepted the penalty?



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Are you asking if



     25     there's a deal, if it's your fourth time, you can
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      1     still make a deal?



      2          MR. FEHRIBACH:  I don't think there's a deal.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think he's trying



      4     to leave.  You're trying to say we'll pay it?



      5          MR. FEHRIBACH:  That's correct.  I'm trying



      6     to --



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry, Mr. Fehribach,



      8     just trying to --



      9          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yeah.  No, I understand.  I



     10     figured it was no.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So then you're good.



     12          MR. FEHRIBACH:  I'm good?



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Can we say it on the



     14     record again.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So, yeah, state your



     16     name, spell your name so we can have this in the



     17     record.



     18          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Greg and Mary Beth Fehribach.



     19     And you want the cause number?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Please, yes.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Probably spell your



     22     last name for the court reporter.



     23          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yeah, F-e-h-r-i-b-a-c-h.



     24     Cause number is 2025-5555-335.



     25          MS. THOMPSON:  335?
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      1          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yeah.  And the first one was



      2     in '09.  I don't know if there's a difference



      3     because some fall off.  I didn't think so, but I'm



      4     not --



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  Hoosiers for an Inclusive



      6     Indiana?



      7          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yes.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  Cause No. 2025-5555-335,



      9     has a proposed civil penalty of $150.68, and this



     10     will be their fourth time before the Commission.



     11          MR. KING:  Page number?



     12          MS. THOMPSON:  I'm sorry.  183.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So at this point obviously he



     14     recognizes there is no deal, so should we just



     15     adopt this at face value?  And then understanding,



     16     when you get information, you make the payment.



     17          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Absolutely.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So let's have a motion



     19     and a second to reflect that.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor say



     23     "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      3          Very good.  Thank you.



      4          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Thank you very much.  And



      5     total number is?



      6          MS. THOMPSON:  Total amount?



      7          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Yes, ma'am.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  $150.68.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     10          MR. FEHRIBACH:  Thank you all.  Great seeing



     11     you all.



     12          MR. PERKINS:  My name is Stephen Perkins,



     13     S-t-e-p-h-e-n, P-e-r-k-i-n-s.  I'm with Progressive



     14     Democrats of LaPorte County.  I have a file number,



     15     but I don't have a case number.  File number is



     16     7949, and it's for a late filing of our first



     17     report, so I believe we're eligible for --



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  What was the file number?



     19          MR. PERKINS:  7949.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Just give us one second.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  Progressive Democrats of



     22     LaPorte County?



     23          MR. PERKINS:  That's correct.



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  Page 202, Cause



     25     No. 2025-7949-372, has a proposed civil penalty of
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      1     $650.68, and this is the first time before the



      2     Commission.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it would be --



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  $162.50 plus 68 cents, $163.18.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  $263.18 --



      6          MR. PERKINS:  Okay.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- the 25 percent plus the



      8     mailing costs.



      9          Do we have a motion and second to approve this



     10     agreement?



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  $163.18.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I thought that's what I



     13     said.  I'm sorry.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  I could be hearing things.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $163.18, yes.  Thank you.



     16          Motion and a second, please.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     24          Very good.



     25          MR. PERKINS:  Thank you very much.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



      2          MR. VERGIELS:  Good afternoon, everyone.  My



      3     name is Joshua Vergiels.  That's Victor, Echo,



      4     Romeo, Golf, India, Echo, Lima, Sierra.  And I am



      5     speaking to you today in regards to Cause



      6     No. 2025-7701-297.



      7          MR. McMAHON:  Madam Chairwoman, while Abbey is



      8     looking for that information, may I address the



      9     Commission?



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Can you please state



     11     your name.



     12          MR. McMAHON:  Yes.  My name is Evan McMahon,



     13     E-v-a-n, M-c-M-a-h-o-n.  I am the chairman of the



     14     Libertarian Party of Indiana.  In Mr. Vergiels'



     15     documents, he's going to take the deal, but



     16     something that I wanted to bring to the



     17     Commission's attention is a problem with the



     18     reporting system.



     19          This was for a preconvention report.  Our



     20     Libertarian Party convention was in the end of



     21     March of last year.  His notice on the campaign



     22     finance portal said the report was due March 31st.



     23     He filed his report March 25th.  It was actually



     24     due in early February because it's due before the



     25     convention, but the portal says March 31st.  In
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      1     fact, even the notice that he received for this



      2     hearing says it was because he failed to file his



      3     report by March 31st even though he filed it on



      4     March 25th.



      5          This has been an ongoing issue for Libertarian



      6     candidates where they log into the portal and they



      7     see a date and they think that's when they're



      8     supposed to file, and then they end up having to



      9     come here to pay a fine.  So I would like that to



     10     be addressed.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  What's the discrepancy of the



     12     dates?  I don't understand.  This is my first



     13     hearing, so why would it have been so different?



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  Okay.  So Libertarians have a



     15     whole separate universe of filing deadlines.  They



     16     know that.  We know that.  It's not the preprimary



     17     report, so it's not like enter the report and go



     18     ahead and assign it to all of the committees.  We



     19     have to do them one at a time.



     20          This is on page 163.  Sorry.  We're getting



     21     all over the place.



     22          We have to individually assign the pre- and



     23     postconvention reports to the Libertarian



     24     candidates.  There's no assigned committees like we



     25     do for Democrat, Republican preprimary preelect
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      1     annual reports for all committees.



      2          Our notes say that Mr. Vergiels created his



      3     own report with the incorrect filing deadlines.  He



      4     says that the system created the report.  There's



      5     no way -- I have no idea how it went.  It wouldn't



      6     surprise me if the system created the wrong filing.



      7     The system is 1997 technology, and it's just



      8     plugging along barely making it up the hill.



      9          Anyway, proposed civil penalty of $1,000 with



     10     a mail cost of 68 cents.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, it feels hard to want



     12     to --



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So you've requested the deal,



     14     right?



     15          MR. VERGIELS:  Yeah.  I'm not challenging that



     16     it was late.  I just want to make you guys aware



     17     that there's conflicting information from the



     18     Secretary of State's office.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Wait, so you knew it was



     20     late?



     21          MR. McMAHON:  I just want to say to everybody



     22     what I've said to others, that failing to meet the



     23     deadline, it's your responsibility to know the



     24     deadline.  That's actually what I said to



     25     Mr. Vergiels is it's our responsibility to know the
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      1     deadline, not to trust that the State is accurate



      2     when reporting when it's due for us.



      3          So it is late because of that, but it was late



      4     because of a system error that is systemic for



      5     Libertarian candidates, something that I wanted to



      6     bring to the Commission so the Commission can maybe



      7     ask the State of Indiana to update the software to



      8     just within the last 15, 20 years would be great.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might,



     10     though, for Libertarian candidates, their



     11     preconvention report is required if they have a



     12     committee, but we also don't necessarily know



     13     they're going to be a candidate at their



     14     convention, so the ability for us to tell somebody



     15     when a preconvention report is due is truly not



     16     possible without someone telling us ahead of time



     17     that this individual is going to file to run for



     18     this office at the Libertarian Party convention.



     19          So, yes, our 30-year-old campaign finance



     20     software, that's woefully in need of complete rip



     21     and replace.  Until we get funded by the



     22     legislature, the Secretary of State, that's not



     23     going to happen.  But part of the issue too stems



     24     from the way the law is written and how pre- and



     25     postconvention reports are done because we don't
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      1     have visibility to those candidates for the staff



      2     to go in and assign those reports to those



      3     individuals so that they get the correct deadlines.



      4     It's just a --



      5          MR. McMAHON:  For clarification that's kind of



      6     hard to understand is, Mr. Vergiels had a committee



      7     open.  He would not have had to file a



      8     preconvention report if he didn't run for office.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Correct, right.



     10          MR. McMAHON:  But because he sought the



     11     nomination at the convention and had the committee



     12     open, he had to file a preconvention report.  So



     13     it's a lot of chicken-and-the-egg stuff that's kind



     14     of crazy.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And the convention candidates



     16     do not file with our office; they only file with



     17     their respective political parties.  So we don't



     18     have visibility to know who filed to seek that



     19     party's nomination.



     20          MR. McMAHON:  Technically, they can.  I just



     21     do it for them.



     22          MR. VERGIELS:  Yeah.  But the case you



     23     mentioned is exactly correct.  I decided to seek



     24     nomination at convention, so prior to that I was



     25     not planning to seek nomination.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  But you're not required to



      2     file candidate paperwork ahead of your convention,



      3     though.



      4          MR. McMAHON:  Correct.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So we would not --



      6          MR. McMAHON:  You would have no way of



      7     knowing.



      8          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yeah.  Campaign finance staff



      9     would have no way of knowing that he was a



     10     candidate to tell him that a preconvention report



     11     was due, and that is just a function of not just



     12     the software, but the way the law is written and



     13     how all these things come together.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Your party rules.



     15          MR. McMAHON:  No, it's not our party rules.



     16     It's state law.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.  We don't know



     18     specifically, so I'm going to make up dates, but it



     19     will be the correct months.  The convention is in



     20     March, we'll say March 10th, which means the



     21     preconvention report would have been due



     22     February 10th, the postconvention report would be



     23     due March 30th.  We don't get their candidate list



     24     until March -- April 5th.



     25          So after all of their reports were due,
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      1     everything was due, then we learned who their



      2     candidates were, what committees were open before



      3     the convention, and they had to file the



      4     preconvention that we didn't know that they existed



      5     until after the convention.  Same with the



      6     postconvention reports.  So they get a bad deal out



      7     of this because of the way the law is written.  We



      8     don't even know they're candidates until after



      9     everything was already due.



     10          MR. McMAHON:  And just one other thing.  The



     11     staff at the Election Division is amazing.  I tell



     12     our candidates and our county parties all the time.



     13     It's very nonpartisan even though they are



     14     representatives of a party.  They're very willing



     15     to work with everybody.  Abbey messages me all the



     16     time, and I know I can come to her with any issue.



     17          MR. VERGIELS:  They've helped me out before.



     18     It's just a confusing situation for everyone, I



     19     guess.



     20          MR. McMAHON:  It's a bad state law.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move to offer the deal for



     22     this gentleman.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So now, yeah, let's



     24     refocus here.  So it's a $1,000 fine.



     25          MR. VERGIELS:  Sorry.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.  This is my first



      2     meeting, so I appreciate the information.



      3          Okay.  So it would be a 25 percent agreement,



      4     so that's $250 and 68 cents of mailing costs would



      5     be the fine or part of the deal.



      6          So I'll look for -- John, I think, just made a



      7     motion to do that.  Do we have a second?



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     14          Very good.  Thank you.



     15          MR. McMAHON:  Thank you.



     16          MR. VERGIELS:  Thanks very much.



     17          MS. JACKSON:  Good afternoon, Election



     18     Committee.  My name is La Keisha Jackson, L-a,



     19     space, K-e-i-s-h-a Jackson.  I'm here.  My cause



     20     number is 2025-7973-413, and I also have another



     21     one that I don't have a cause number that took



     22     place at the end of November of last year or



     23     October of last year for failure to report large



     24     campaign donation.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  This is on page 222.
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      1          MS. THOMPSON:  You had two?



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  Cause No. 2025-7973-413, proposed



      3     civil penalty of $100.73.  This is her first time



      4     before the Commission.



      5          I don't know what a large contribution



      6     delinquency -- there's not one associated with your



      7     committee, as far as I'm aware.



      8          MS. JACKSON:  So I did receive a letter.  Is



      9     it not going to come back up?  I thought we --



     10          MS. THOMPSON:  Did you receive two letters?



     11          MS. JACKSON:  No.  I received a letter early



     12     on, failure to file.  You don't have it?  I'd like



     13     to merge them both together to get the 25 percent



     14     at one time, if possible, please.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  This is one we've not encountered



     16     before.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So give us the



     18     specifics.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  What's the second one?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  So the second one is actually



     21     two, so it would be three instead of two total.



     22     She's entered contributions of $1,000 or more into



     23     the online filing database, which auto alerts you



     24     that you then have to file a CFA-11 within



     25     48 hours.  She's got, sorry, three contributions
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      1     out there, so it would have been four total.  She



      2     did not file the CFA-11.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  On any of the three?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  None of them.  Those large



      5     contribution reports are still sitting in her



      6     reports due section of the website but have not



      7     been filed.  But were they to be filed, it would be



      8     $1,000 apiece because they were due in 2024.



      9     They're not filed, so we don't know that they're



     10     late.  She knows that they're entered and sitting



     11     out there.



     12          MS. JACKSON:  I'm sorry.  I thought I filed



     13     them.



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  So we don't know that they're



     15     late yet.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  We don't know that they're late



     17     yet.



     18          MS. JACKSON:  I apologize.  I'm a new state



     19     senator, and I ran three elections, and that was



     20     confusion.  And I didn't have any kind of coaching



     21     on that and didn't even know I had to file those,



     22     which is what the problem was, and so just trying



     23     to rectify this as to what the issue is.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Let me ask you a



     25     question.  Let's say -- so she's got the CFA-11
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      1     notice she has to file.  Let's say she never files



      2     it.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  We would never know.



      4          MS. JACKSON:  I'm just trying to be honest.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And we appreciate



      6     that.



      7          MS. JACKSON:  That was told to me, but I took



      8     an oath and I would not do that, so I filed it



      9     anyway.  That was told to me to do.



     10          MR. KOCHEVAR:  I'm sorry.  I need to ask a



     11     question of the staff.  Yeah, but the CFA-11s,



     12     those contributions are appearing in the next



     13     standard report, either pre-election or annual



     14     report.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     16          MR. KOCHEVAR:  So why do we not know this?



     17     The contributions are in there.



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  That report has to be filed,



     19     Matthew, for them to know, but they would not know



     20     right now.



     21          MR. KOCHEVAR:  The 2024 annual report, we've



     22     crossed that deadline.  You're saying there was



     23     2024, so why don't we know?  My question is, why



     24     don't we know this right now?  We've gone through



     25     the 2024 election cycle.  That's my question.  I'm
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      1     really asking about the system.  It's like the



      2     contributions are in there, from what I'm



      3     understanding.  What am I missing?



      4          MS. JACKSON:  It probably wouldn't hit until



      5     2025 because this was at the end of the last year



      6     when I filed an annual.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No.  What's happening



      8     here is that he's talking about it gets put onto



      9     your campaign finance report.  You put it in there.



     10          But that doesn't trigger as to when it was



     11     filed, right, Abbey?  It doesn't trigger -- she



     12     puts it in her campaign finance report.  That



     13     doesn't trigger anything to go back and look when



     14     it was filed since it was a supplemental thing.



     15     CFA-11 was never filed, so that didn't trigger it.



     16     So we have a loophole in the system, it sounds like



     17     to me, that needs to be closed.



     18          And we appreciate your honesty, by the way.



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  To move on, though,



     20     with today's agenda.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  This isn't something that can



     22     be addressed.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The first offense can be.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Only the one that we see



     25     right here.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yeah.



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Agreed.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Valerie?



      4          MS. WARYCHA:  Yeah.  I don't think that's



      5     right because notice hasn't been given yet, so I



      6     would say that, if we haven't given notice, we



      7     can't give a hearing yet under AOPA.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry.



      9          MS. JACKSON:  Is it possible that I just pay



     10     the full amount and then do the 25 percent on the



     11     next one, or I can't do that?



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Since we don't have that in



     13     front of us, I don't think that's appropriate to do



     14     that.  So I think at this point we just need to



     15     deal with it's just a $100 fine in front of us, so



     16     that would be a 25 percent plus the mailing costs,



     17     which is $25.73.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  But, Senator, when



     19     you come back -- because if you file the CFA,



     20     you're going to get pulled back and you'll be cited



     21     for being delinquent.  So when you come back,



     22     remind everybody that you tried to come in here and



     23     pay it early before it was even reported.  Okay?



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So do I have a motion



     25     and a second?
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      1          MS. JACKSON:  Would you give me the 25 percent



      2     still or it would still be 100 percent?



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I appreciate the



      4     effort.



      5          MS. JACKSON:  I'm just not going to even



      6     remind them.  I'll take my 50 percent to the back.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we need a motion



      8     and second.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  On the 25 percent agreement,



     12     all those in favor say "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     17          Very good.  Thank you.



     18          MS. JACKSON:  Thank you.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



     20          MR. HARRIS:  Good afternoon.  I'm Earl Harris,



     21     E-a -- Earl Harris, Jr.  Sorry.  E-a-r-l,



     22     H-a-r-r-i-s, J-r.  I'm here in the matter of the



     23     Indiana Black Legislative Caucus PAC, and the



     24     number is 2025-3908-137.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 77, Indiana Black
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      1     Legislative Caucus PAC, Cause No. 2025-3908-137,



      2     has a proposed civil penalty of $650.66, and this



      3     is their 11th time before the Commission.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So I apologize.  There's no



      5     deal.



      6          MR. HARRIS:  This is my only time as the



      7     chair, so I do not take responsibility for those.



      8     Wow.  Eleven?



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You've got some work to do.



     10          MR. HARRIS:  I have some people to have



     11     conversations with because they're causing me



     12     grief.  So I presume I can't work a deal.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  There are no



     14     eleventh time deals.



     15          MR. HARRIS:  Yeah, I know.  Doesn't it start



     16     over at ten or something?



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You wish.



     18          MR. HARRIS:  Yeah, I do.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I think like the



     20     one previous, it would just be with a fine, $650



     21     with the mailing cost of 66 cents so $650.66.



     22          So let's go ahead, since he's here, and vote



     23     on just accepting that at face value there.  If we



     24     have a motion and a second.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      7          Very good.  Thank you.



      8          MR. HARRIS:  Thank you.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



     10          MS. BECHTOLD:  Good afternoon.  I'm Naomi



     11     Bechtold.  It's N-a-o-m-i, B-e-c-h-t-o-l-d.  And



     12     it's Bechtold for Indiana, and it's Case No. --



     13     Cause No. 2025-6996-44.



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  -44?



     15          MS. BECHTOLD:  Yes.



     16          MS. THOMPSON:  This is on page 27, Bechtold



     17     for Indiana, Cause No. 2025-6996-44, has a civil



     18     penalty of $1,000.66, and this is her first time



     19     before the Commission.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it would be a



     21     25 percent agreement.



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So $250.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah, $250.66.



     24          Do we have a motion and a second?



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



      3     saying "aye."



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      8          Very good.



      9          MS. BECHTOLD:  Thank you.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     11          MR. POULARD:  My name is Johannes,



     12     J-o-h-a-n-n-e-s, last name is Poulard,



     13     P-o-u-l-a-r-d, and my committee is Johannes Poulard



     14     for State Senate District 4.  Cause number is



     15     2025-7605-251.



     16          I'll accept a 25 percent deal with just one



     17     caveat.  The post office in my area does not do a



     18     good job.  I never received the first notice, but I



     19     got the notice that it was three days late and paid



     20     it immediately -- or, say, declared it immediately



     21     upon receiving the second notice.  And this is my



     22     campaign chairman, Jason Stratton.  He can also



     23     vouch for how poorly the post office in Michigan



     24     City works.



     25          MR. STRATTON:  Yes, that is correct.  I've had
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      1     similar experiences as a small business owner, and



      2     they are abominable.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chair, this is on



      4     page 139, Johannes Poulard for State Senate



      5     District 4, Cause No. 2025-7605-251, has a civil



      6     penalty of $150.73, and this is their first time



      7     before the Commission.



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  Grand total plus mail cost would



      9     be $38.23.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you have -- I'm



     12     sorry.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Go ahead.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you have an



     15     alternative address that you want notices to be



     16     sent to?  Because what's going to happen today is



     17     that you're going to take the deal and then they're



     18     going to send you out a notification as to how much



     19     is owed and where to pay.  Is there another address



     20     you want to send it?



     21          MR. POULARD:  I can give you my business



     22     address, which is a box at the UPS Store.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Would that work



     24     better for receiving and getting timely notice?



     25          MR. POULARD:  I would think so.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So if you can



      2     get that --



      3          MR. POULARD:  I can give you that address



      4     right now, if you like.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You can write it down



      6     and give it to them, write it down with your name.



      7          MR. POULARD:  Okay.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And then give it to



      9     them before you leave here.



     10          MR. POULARD:  I just used my physical address



     11     when I filed my candidacy to show that I was --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the 25 percent plus



     13     mailing is $38.23.



     14          I need a motion and second to adopt this



     15     agreement.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



     19     saying "aye."



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     24          Very good.  Thank you.



     25          Next.
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      1          MR. McKANNA:  Hello.  I'm James McKanna,



      2     J-a-m-e-s, M-c-K-a-n-n-a.  I'm representing the



      3     Committee to Elect Andrew McNeil State



      4     Representative.  This is Cause No. 2025-7522-241.



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  This is on page 134, Committee



      6     to Elect Andrew McNeil, Cause No. 2025-7522-241,



      7     has a proposed civil penalty of $400.73, and this



      8     is their second time before the Commission.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Second time so that's a



     10     50 percent deal, which is $200 and 73 cents for the



     11     mail.



     12          We need a motion and a second to adopt this



     13     agreement.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



     17     saying "aye."



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     22          Very good.



     23          MR. McKANNA:  Thank you.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     25          MR. MONTGOMERY:  Hello.  I'm Willie
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      1     Montgomery, W-i-l-l-i-e, M-o-n-t-g-o-m-e-r-y.  I'm



      2     Friends of Eric Walford.  The cause number is



      3     2025-7892-277.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  That is page 153.



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  That's Friends of Eric Walford,



      6     Cause No. 2025-7892-277, has a civil penalty of



      7     $1,000.73, and this is their first time before the



      8     Commission.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, it's at the



     10     bottom of 152.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry about that.



     12     We were hunting for it.  Okay.  So it's $1,000, but



     13     at 25 percent, 250 and 73 cents, $250.73 for a



     14     first time and a 25 percent agreement.



     15          I need a motion and a second to adopt.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     23          Very good.  Thank you.



     24          MR. MONTGOMERY:  Thank you.



     25          MS. HEITZMAN:  Hello.  I am Linda Heitzman,
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      1     H-e-i-t-z-m-a-n, representing Recenter Indiana, and



      2     our administrative cause number is 2025-7729-320.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  So there's two causes before



      4     the Commission on this committee.



      5          MS. HEITZMAN:  Oh, I only have one notice.



      6          MS. THOMPSON:  So this is on page 66, the top



      7     of 67.



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  And the other one is at the top



      9     of page 153.  No.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  175.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  175, yeah.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  What was the first



     13     one?



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  67.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I see.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  It is their third time before the



     17     Commission.  Each fine is $1,000, so the grand



     18     total is $2,000 and -- $2,001.23, so 75 percent.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  75 percent of that.



     20          MS. HEITZMAN:  We were only aware of one time



     21     before the Committee.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  You had one settlement



     23     agreement.



     24          MS. HEITZMAN:  What was the date of that



     25     settlement?
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It doesn't say.



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There were four reports that



      3     were delinquent, a 2022 pre-elect, a 2022 annual, a



      4     2023 annual, and a 2024 pre-elect.



      5          MS. HEITZMAN:  We were not aware of all of



      6     those.  I'm the new treasurer, so...



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So there's no deal



      8     available.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There is.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  75 percent.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Sorry.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  $1,501.39 is 75 percent.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm so sorry.  Can you say



     14     that again.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  75 percent is $1,501.39.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Okay.  So a



     17     75 percent deal, $1,501.39.



     18          Do we have a motion and a second?



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."
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      1          Very good.  Thank you.



      2          MS. HEITZMAN:  Thank you.



      3          MR. BURTON:  Hello.  Good afternoon.  Alex



      4     Burton, A-l-e-x, Burton, B-u-r-t-o-n, Alex Burton



      5     for Indiana, and it is Cause No. 2025-7925-398.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  It starts on page 215,



      7     2025-7925-398, -399, -400, -401, -402, -403, -404,



      8     and -405.  This is the first time before the



      9     Commission.  I have not worked out the total.



     10          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Six total causes?



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  Eight causes so $8,000,



     12     25 percent is $2,000 plus all of the mail costs.



     13          MR. BURTON:  So this was my first time running



     14     for state office.  I had been on city council, and



     15     there were some -- all the reporting changes from



     16     local to state really tripped us up, but I think we



     17     have a handle on all the things now.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we said eight



     19     $1,000 penalties.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So it would be $2,000



     21     plus the mailing costs.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  I believe it is $2,005.84.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I think you got the



     24     best deal of the day.



     25          MR. BURTON:  Yeah.  Hopefully it's the first
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      1     and last time I'll be before you all.  Thank you



      2     all so much for understanding, and, again, my



      3     apologies if this has caused such --



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  We haven't voted yet.



      5          MR. BURTON:  Oh.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Don't count your chickens.



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'll move for



      8     approval of the deal.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And we need a second.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     16          Very good.  Thank you.



     17          MR. BURTON:  Thank you all so much.



     18          MR. UHEY:  Good afternoon.  This is Steven



     19     Uhey, S-t-e-v-e-n, U-h-e-y.  I'm the treasurer on



     20     behalf of Hoosiers for Cochran, Administrative



     21     Cause No. 2025-7806-270.



     22          MS. THOMPSON:  Page 150.  This is Hoosiers for



     23     Cochran, Cause No. 2025-7806-270, has a civil



     24     penalty of $300.73, and this is the first time



     25     before the Commission.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There's two.



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  Hold on.  The other one is on



      4     page 69, proposed civil penalty of $50.66.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I see, at the bottom.



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  So total would be $88.89 at



      7     25 percent.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Say that



      9     again.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  $88.89.  Sorry.  I was doing the



     11     math here.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have the two



     13     cause numbers, and the total penalty would be -- at



     14     a 25 percent rate would be $88.89.



     15          We need a motion and second.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     23          Very good.  Thank you.



     24          Okay.  So anybody else that's wanting to take



     25     a deal?  Okay.  I wasn't sure how far back we had

�



                                                           96



      1     gotten.



      2          MS. DOYLE:  I wasn't sure if we were doing



      3     rows or not.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  This is perfect.



      5     Anybody else over here?



      6          Very good.



      7          MS. DOYLE:  Madam Chair, members of the



      8     Commission, my name is Brittany Doyle,



      9     B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-l-e.  I'm here for



     10     McCormick for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  It's on page 223, proposed civil



     12     penalty of $1,000.78, and this is their fourth time



     13     before the Commission.



     14          MS. DOYLE:  Oh.  Is it because she just



     15     changed the name of her committee when she ran for



     16     governor?



     17          MS. THOMPSON:  Uh-huh.



     18          MS. DOYLE:  Okay.  My apologies.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, we have, on the few



     20     others that is that case where they have been here



     21     four times, we voted on that.  Are you going to be



     22     arguing?



     23          MS. DOYLE:  I can.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you want to pay?



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do you want to pay the
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      1     penalty?



      2          MS. DOYLE:  No.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So at this point is



      4     there anybody else that's interested in making some



      5     sort of an agreement?



      6          Okay.  So now we'll move on to the next phase



      7     of this hearing, adoption of campaign finance



      8     hearing procedures.  The remaining committees will



      9     be called to permit the presentation of evidence in



     10     these matters.  Before doing so, I want to note



     11     that, in the past, the Commission has followed



     12     certain procedures for conducting campaign finance



     13     hearings, and I move that the Commission use the



     14     following procedures today:



     15          A. When each campaign finance matter is



     16     called, hearing will begin with recognizing



     17     campaign finance staff to provide information about



     18     the documents in this matter provided to Commission



     19     members, including letters from committees, and the



     20     notice given to the campaign committee.



     21          B. Unless there is objection, the document



     22     provided to the Commission by the Election Division



     23     will be entered into record of this meeting.



     24          After campaign finance staff completes



     25     presentation, a representative of the committee
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      1     would be recognized first and may present their



      2     case for no more than 5 minutes.



      3          Commission members may ask questions during a



      4     presentation, but the time spent answering these



      5     questions will be not counted against a presenter's



      6     time.  The Election Division may signal the chair



      7     when a presenter's time is up.



      8          If the presenter offers additional documents



      9     or other physical evidence not previously received



     10     by the Commission, then the original must be



     11     provided to Valerie on the Election Division to



     12     preserve for the record.



     13          If the Commission finds that a committee has



     14     violated the campaign finance statutes, state law



     15     requires a unanimous vote of all four commissioners



     16     to waive or reduce the amount of the penalty set by



     17     state law.



     18          If the Commission makes the decision at this



     19     meeting to either fine a committee or dismiss the



     20     case against the committee, then the Election



     21     Division will prepare a final order for the



     22     Commission to approve at a later meeting.  If a



     23     committee is fined today, the committee will



     24     receive a notice from the Election Division to pay



     25     the fine after the Commission adopts the final
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      1     order.  So it may be some time after today before a



      2     committee will be required to pay the fine.



      3          The Commission will recognize committees to



      4     make a presentation beginning with the committees



      5     seated in the front of the room.  It's very helpful



      6     if you can speak up and say the cause number or



      7     numbers on your hearing notice so that the



      8     Commission and staff can quickly look it up on the



      9     spreadsheet.  Remember to identify yourself when



     10     you start speaking and to indicate if you took the



     11     oath administered earlier in this meeting.  If you



     12     did not, I will ask Mr. Kochevar to administer the



     13     oath to you.



     14          Is there a second to this motion?



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any questions or



     17     clarifications from anyone?



     18          Okay.  If there's no further discussion, the



     19     question is on the adoption of the motion.  All in



     20     favor say "aye."



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."



     25          The "ayes" have it, and the motion is
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      1     approved.



      2          Okay.  The Commission will proceed to open its



      3     hearings on --



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, I'm sorry.  We



      5     just -- would now be a good time to take a short



      6     break?



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I was kind of thinking the



      8     same thing.  Would it be appropriate if we just



      9     took a five-minute break?



     10          MR. KING:  Yes.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry for all of



     12     you that are wanting to get this going.  We're



     13     going to recess for five minutes just to take a



     14     quick bathroom break.  Maybe all of us can benefit



     15     from that.  We will resume at this location.  My



     16     watch says 3:05, so we will resume at 3:10.  Thank



     17     you.



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, we need a vote.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move we take a



     20     recess.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All in favor say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



      2          (Recess taken.)



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We're going to go



      4     ahead and get back started.  Thank you.  It was



      5     actually seven minutes, so sorry.  But we want to



      6     go ahead and get started.



      7          I think we will conduct ourselves the way we



      8     were doing kind of working from the front of the



      9     room back.  So we will start up here in the front



     10     with Mr. Young, if that's okay.  As I mentioned



     11     previously, Valerie will be our timekeeper, so it's



     12     a five-minute time.



     13          MS. WARYCHA:  It will be loud, you can hear



     14     it.  I put it by the microphone.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And just to reiterate too, if



     16     there are times when the presenter is stopped for



     17     questioning or interaction, then the timer does



     18     stop, so our time doesn't eat up into your time.



     19     And obviously too, when you begin, just state your



     20     name and spell it for --



     21          MR. YOUNG:  R. Michael Young, Y-o-u-n-g, and I



     22     thank you, members, for this opportunity today.



     23          First thing I have to do, I've got to blame my



     24     treasurer for all this.  He died during the



     25     campaign and left me with it.  I know it's not an
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      1     excuse, but that's part of the problem.  And I'm



      2     not here to make any excuses.  I think I was here



      3     once before back in the early '90s.  I don't know



      4     if you guys have got that, but --



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do you have a cause number?



      6          MR. YOUNG:  From back in the '90s.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No, no, from today.



      8          MR. YOUNG:  I do, but there are so many cause



      9     numbers, I'm going to have to try to do these one



     10     at a time for you.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Can I suggest we take



     12     the ones that you want to take the deal on first



     13     and knock them out of the way?



     14          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, sure.  I'll do that.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's a good point.  And



     16     then we can look you up here in our binder once we



     17     have those numbers.



     18          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  The first one is an annual



     19     report.  I received the letter as well.  Actually



     20     my report was ready to file January 1st because it



     21     was all done, but I waited to the date of the



     22     letter.  I had never filed a report before,



     23     although we do do those things.  The campaign



     24     manager does it.  So when I got the letter, I



     25     thought the letter was correct on the date, and I
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      1     never checked into it or looked into it or made a



      2     call.  I just figured since I got it from the



      3     office, it was the right date, and that's when I



      4     filed it.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Can you give us that cause



      6     number, please.



      7          MR. YOUNG:  I -- I --



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Was that the annual report?



      9          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, that's the -- there's no --



     10     I didn't get a notice for that, but it's here,



     11     so...



     12          MS. THOMPSON:  That's for the annual report?



     13          MR. YOUNG:  Huh?



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  For the annual report?



     15          MR. YOUNG:  Yes.



     16          MS. THOMPSON:  That was on page 97, Richard



     17     Young, 2025-1907-174, the bottom of page, well, 97,



     18     has a proposed civil penalty of $250.73.  This



     19     would be his third time before the Commission.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold on a second.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  The first time he was before the



     22     Commission, the first time he came to the



     23     Commission hearing, was in 1996.  He did pay a



     24     settlement agreement between 1996 and now.  I



     25     believe it was --
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So the R. in your name stands



      2     for Richard?



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I didn't want anybody to



      4     know that, but you said it.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sorry.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  But you're Richard?



      7          MR. YOUNG:  Well, technically, but I'm



      8     R. Michael.  That's what I go.  That's my campaign



      9     and all that.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, okay.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But we're sure it's --



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  There were many Richard Youngs.



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Okay.  Sorry.  All



     14     right.  Just checking.



     15          MR. YOUNG:  So anyway, I got the letter like



     16     everyone else, whoever got it, that number of



     17     people, and I just waited to that date to file.  I



     18     thought I was following the law.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So, Senator, if I might,



     20     you're saying that this first one is due to staff



     21     error with the date on the letter, correct?



     22          MR. YOUNG:  I'm not trying to blame anybody.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No, no, no.



     24          MR. YOUNG:  I'm just saying on the date on the



     25     letter, I went by the date on the letter.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Well, we handled those



      2     differently at the beginning of the meeting today,



      3     so I just wanted to draw that to the Commission's



      4     attention if you wanted to consider that separate



      5     from the other issues that he may bring before us.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I think what he's



      7     saying is that he's going to go ahead and take



      8     fault for all of them.



      9          MR. YOUNG:  Well, fault, I don't want to be at



     10     fault for a fine for it.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I feel like --



     12          MR. YOUNG:  I'm agreeing I sent it on that



     13     date, but I did it because of the letter.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think the only difference



     15     in those, and obviously the Commission members will



     16     decide, but the seven that we dismissed contacted



     17     the office and said, Hey, the date -- I mean, it



     18     clearly said 2021, as the staff said earlier.  So



     19     in this case, you're saying the date was why you



     20     didn't file it because of what the letter said.



     21          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You just didn't contact



     23     anyone to say, Hey, this seems wrong.



     24          MR. YOUNG:  No, I didn't because first time I



     25     got a notice that we were doing this, first time I
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      1     had ever got a notice was on your letter of notice



      2     of hearing that was sent out or signed August 18th.



      3     So it was just a month before.  I figured I'm



      4     already coming so I'll just do them all together.



      5     But that's the first notice I got.  I did not get a



      6     separate notice, as I did on other ones, for the



      7     campaign report.  First time, August 18th.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So was the annual



      9     report filed before the -- by the erroneous date in



     10     the letter?  I mean, I know the date in the letter



     11     was, what, 2021, but the day of the month.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  So the wrong 2021 date was



     13     January 20th of 2021.  He filed it January 19th of



     14     2025.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And it was due, technically,



     16     on the 15th.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  It was due on the 15th, yes.



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I guess my thought is



     19     I don't -- I understand that those other committees



     20     contacted us, but he did file before that date, so



     21     I would think it was reasonable for him to rely



     22     on -- I mean, if I get something like that, I'll



     23     assume the year is wrong and the date is right, or



     24     the day, whatever.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So would it be best then on
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      1     these to take each one individually?



      2          Okay.  So on this first one then, the Cause



      3     No. -174, for this annual, if we are going to go



      4     that route, then we would need a motion and a



      5     second to then dismiss this penalty.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move to waive the



      7     penalty.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Waive.  Sorry.  I said



      9     dismiss.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think in this case,



     11     I'd move to waive the penalty.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I second that motion.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



     14     and second.  All those in favor say "aye."



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     19          Okay.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  All righty.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Next.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  So that one's out of the way.  The



     23     second one that I agree to because it's my fault, I



     24     messed up.  You ever get that wake up in the



     25     morning during your sleep and, Oh, dang, it I
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      1     forgot to do that.  I forgot to do one, and it was



      2     Cause -- trying to match these up.  It's the one



      3     for the settlement for due date October 17th for a



      4     loan of mine for $4,403.  I think I did it the next



      5     day or the day after.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  You don't have a



      7     cause number for that?



      8          MR. YOUNG:  Well, I do.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  It would be very



     10     helpful if you did.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Yeah, here it is.  It's



     12     2025-1907-396.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  That's on page 214.  That



     14     proposed civil penalty is 1,000 -- it should be



     15     1,000 and 73 cents.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And this is the second time?



     17          MS. THOMPSON:  This is the third time.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  One settlement agreement, one



     19     time before the Commission, so this is the third.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  In 1996 and the spring of this



     21     year; is that correct, if I may ask?



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  1996 and I don't know when the



     23     settlement agreement was.



     24          MR. YOUNG:  It would have been $50, if I



     25     remember.  They weren't going to charge anybody at
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      1     that hearing, and I asked to be charged, so I think



      2     it was $50.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So it would be



      4     75 percent of the 1,000; is that right?



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So $750.73.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  All right.  And the last one --



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold on one second.



      8          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I apologize.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So on this one then,



     10     the Cause No. -396, the 75 percent would be $750



     11     and then a 73-cent mail cost.



     12          So we have a motion and a second to approve



     13     that?



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     21          Okay.  Now, go ahead.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  And the second one is



     23     for --



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Third one.



     25          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I'm going to try to find
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      1     it.  Yeah.  Okay.  It's 2025-1907-396.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's the one we just did.



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.  Well, shoot.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  -406, -407, -408, -409, -410,



      5     -411, -412.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  You got me.  This may have been



      7     the one I didn't have a notice for.  I knew there



      8     was one of them.



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, these are on



     10     page 219.  I don't know which one.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And they're all $1,000?



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So of these,



     14     of the ones she just read, are you going to go



     15     ahead and accept the deal for all of them?



     16          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, I'm going to do that.  What



     17     happened, just as an explanation, there was a



     18     problem with the balance when my treasurer died to



     19     what I found out it really was, and so when I went



     20     in to correct it, I had to go through all these



     21     contributions and expenditures.  I found the



     22     contribution I forgot to make, but I did it.



     23          I guess I didn't have to because, if I didn't,



     24     nobody would have known I had gotten it, and I



     25     guess I could have always blamed it on my
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      1     treasurer.  But I'm a person you do what's right



      2     even if no one is watching, and I knew it was going



      3     to cost me some money, but that was the right thing



      4     to do.  And so I put that in there when I found it



      5     and made the contribution on the date that I found



      6     the error.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So there are six.



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I found seven.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sorry.  I might have missed



     10     one.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  There were nine total including



     12     the annual, eight CFA-11s.  We did one.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  What he just



     14     explained doesn't relate to these, right?



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  I believe it does.  They're all



     16     on the same --



     17          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What's the nature of the



     18     violation that we're talking about?



     19          MS. THOMPSON:  These are all large



     20     contributions.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.  Thank you.



     22          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, it was a large contribution.



     23     I think it was deposited on April the 26th, and



     24     then I found it, that it wasn't reported in the



     25     report somewhere in October.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So we're just talking



      2     about --



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  October 27th through



      4     November 1st.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And there are seven?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  There are seven.



      7          MR. YOUNG:  If I might add, if it's okay, the



      8     only thing I would ask for the Committee to



      9     consider is this:  I'm not trying for any excuses,



     10     but the purpose of the campaign finance laws is to



     11     report it so the other side knows what you're



     12     doing.  Well, that was on the 26th.  I guess,



     13     technically I had till the 28th to report it, so



     14     29, 30 plus six, that's eight days.  After that the



     15     campaign was over.  There was no reason -- nobody



     16     could do anything with it because the campaign was



     17     over.



     18          And so when I found it, I reported it, and I



     19     would just ask for consideration on this one only



     20     because it was so close to the end of the campaign.



     21     It was eight days and the campaign was over.  There



     22     was no campaign after that for the primary, so it



     23     didn't make a difference to anybody.  I broke the



     24     rule.  I got that.  I reported it as soon as I



     25     found it.  But technically that's for during the
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      1     campaign so the other side knows what's going on.



      2     There was only eight days they could have known



      3     about it and used it, and I'm just suggesting,



      4     since it was over, I would do the $50 a day, which



      5     is $400.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Sir, I am confused



      7     because I thought we were going to start with the



      8     ones that you agreed to.  So far --



      9          MR. YOUNG:  I agree to it.  I agree to it.



     10     It's a mistake.  I made it.  I'm just suggesting on



     11     the penalty, which is in your discretion, that you



     12     give some leniency and make it $400 for the eight



     13     days that I didn't report it.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  And I totally



     15     understand that, but as a lawyer -- you're a



     16     lawyer, I'm a lawyer.



     17          MR. YOUNG:  My license is I'm retired.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Lucky you.



     19          MR. YOUNG:  So see how good I do now.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So, I mean, so where



     21     do we draw the line, eight days out, ten days out,



     22     14 days out, just wait till a day out it won't make



     23     a difference?  I mean, we can't be put into that



     24     kind of position.  It's either timely or it's not



     25     timely --
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      1          MR. YOUNG:  No.  And I -- if I may respond.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, I was trying to



      3     finish.  It's either timely or it's not timely or



      4     it is -- there's some outstanding just cause excuse



      5     as to why it couldn't be done.  But other than



      6     that, what you're just saying is it was just a



      7     little bit of harm maybe, so, yeah, I personally



      8     would not be so inclined to grant that.



      9          MR. YOUNG:  If I may.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  If I may, all I'm saying is that,



     12     in fairness, under 3-9-4-19, you guys do have, and



     13     we gave it to you to make these kinds of decisions



     14     in these situations.  And to me, I mean, I could



     15     blame my treasurer.  He's dead and I'd do it, but



     16     I'm not going to do that.  I take full



     17     responsibility for that being late.  I don't deny



     18     it.



     19          What I am suggesting is simply this:  Since



     20     you do have discretion based on circumstances, that



     21     the purpose of the pre-election large contribution



     22     thing is so the other side knows about it, and that



     23     was for eight days, and there's nothing they could



     24     do after the election on May 7th.  There's nothing



     25     they can do with it.
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      1          For me to be fined is your choice, but for me



      2     to be fined, it doesn't affect the statute and the



      3     reason why we put it there.  It was to be done



      4     before the primary so the other side knows it and



      5     they can make, Hey here's a guy that took money



      6     from this person and we want to report it or do



      7     something with it.  But after the election there's



      8     nothing they can do with it because it's over, and



      9     that's the only thing I say.



     10          I know you've got the power to do that.  I'm



     11     trying to give you some circumstances which I think



     12     are compelling that it would have made no



     13     difference.  It would have made no difference in



     14     it, the eight days, but I'll take whatever you got.



     15     I'm not trying to get out of anything.  I'm just



     16     suggesting to you that it's almost half of it,



     17     almost half of it.  It's $1,000, and that's $1,000



     18     for a long time.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It's $1,000 for each.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah, I know it.  Yeah, this one's



     21     worth $1,000.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So $7,000.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  This might --



     24          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  No, I'm not taking them



     25     together.  I'm just only talking about this one.

�



                                                          116



      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So that's clear.



      2          MR. YOUNG:  This one, the agreement was



      3     $1,000.  I'm only suggesting that $400, to me, I



      4     think appropriate based on what the purpose and the



      5     intent of the campaign laws are.  You guys do



      6     whatever you want.  I'm going to live with it.  I'm



      7     not going to get mad or upset or do anything.  I'm



      8     just suggesting that there is a reason to make a



      9     fair imposition of the penalty based on the



     10     circumstances.  And so that's all I'm giving to



     11     you.  If you don't buy it, you don't buy it.  So



     12     there's nothing I can do about it.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So --



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Does that conclude your



     15     presentation?



     16          MR. YOUNG:  On those that I agreed that, hey,



     17     I did something wrong.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So his total is



     19     $8,000?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  7,000.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  $7,000.  Okay.  So I



     22     move -- what would the total be?



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So for clarification,



     24     though, when you came up here at the beginning and



     25     said there were some you wanted to take the deal
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      1     and some you wanted to discuss, what category do



      2     these seven fall into?



      3          MR. YOUNG:  These are the ones that I wanted



      4     to take the deal on with the explanation for the



      5     Commission to consider.  I missed all three of



      6     those.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So that's a $7,000 penalty,



      8     so it's 75 percent of that.



      9          MR. YOUNG:  No.  That's not $7,000 for these



     10     three.



     11          MS. THOMPSON:  No.  Those were the ones he



     12     took the 75 percent on, his annual report --



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  That's what I've been



     14     trying to figure out is which ones --



     15          MR. YOUNG:  No, no, no.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We just went through -406,



     17     -407 --



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  He's already done three of



     19     them.  We have --



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  We have not done three.  We



     21     have only done one, Cause No. -396, plus the one



     22     that was waived.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm looking at Cause



     24     No. -406, -7 --



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Can you tell us,

�



                                                          118



      1     which ones are you taking the deal on?  What's the



      2     cause numbers on those?



      3          MR. YOUNG:  Well, the one I didn't have the



      4     cause number for.  She gave it to you.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm looking at -6, -7, -8,



      6     -9 --



      7          MR. YOUNG:  Well, those I have not -- -396,



      8     that's the supplemental.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Got it.  We've already done



     10     that.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  And then there's the --



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Then the one we



     13     waived, which was.



     14          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  That was on the campaign



     15     supplemental that was due in January because of the



     16     letter.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Okay.



     18          MR. YOUNG:  The other one was the one on the



     19     large contribution for 4,400-and-some dollars, and



     20     I said I'll take the fine.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, we haven't done



     22     that.



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  We haven't done that.



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I think you're



     25     lumping some together.  We have in front of us --
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      1          MR. YOUNG:  I'll let you guys tell me.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Which ones is he



      3     taking the deal on?  He has to identify those.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So I think we should -- just



      5     as a point of clarification, it appears to me that,



      6     while he's not argued his liability in this matter,



      7     he is arguing what the consequence for that should



      8     be.  I think that is distinct from the other



      9     individuals who have come forward today that didn't



     10     try to dicker on the amount but just accepted the



     11     deal.



     12          And so I would say, based on the senator's



     13     testimony today, he's accepted one deal.  This



     14     Commission has approved one deal.  He's made an



     15     argument to this Commission on a separate deal that



     16     is not the 75 percent, and so I think it's up to us



     17     to determine what the penalty should be based on



     18     what you had said earlier today, Commissioner



     19     Karen.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  But here is the



     21     question:  Which one is he referring to?



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Which one?  Now I'm more



     23     confused.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I have no idea what



     25     he's saying as to -- you know, what he said is,
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      1     I'll take the deal, on whatever it is he's talking



      2     about, but I think I need to negotiate it down



      3     further.  I've said I'm not going to go along with



      4     that.  I mean, it is what it is.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So, Senator, all day we have



      6     had the annual report that the Commission has



      7     waived.  We have one late CFA-11 supplemental,



      8     correct, that we did the 75 percent on with the



      9     cause number of -396?  We now have seven separate



     10     cause numbers, all dealing with late large



     11     supplemental campaign finance reports, the causes



     12     ending with -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411,



     13     -412.  Each of those is $1,000 and 73 cents for



     14     mailing costs.  Which of those seven causes are you



     15     making the argument for right now?



     16          MR. YOUNG:  On those it's the one we just are



     17     discussing, was just discussing.



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  If that was -396, we've



     19     already discussed it and that is done.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  Oh, okay.



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  -396 is done.  We're looking



     22     at -406, -407, -408, -409, -410 --



     23          MR. YOUNG:  Now I'm confused.



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  -- -411, and -412.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  Can we take a time out?
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I was going to say



      2     maybe we can proceed on to someone else and let him



      3     work in the back, work to figure out what's going



      4     on.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



      6          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  I'll do whatever you want.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So let's --



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I move to table this



      9     particular hearing.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion to



     11     table this issue and we'll revisit.



     12          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  Okay.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do we have a second?



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Second.  All in favor



     16     say "aye."



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     21          Okay.  So up next, we'll go to this -- oh,



     22     yeah, probably you guys in the second row here.



     23          UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Do we all come up at



     24     the same time?



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We'll just do one at a time
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      1     since it's going to be a little bit longer.  You



      2     probably don't want to stand and wait.



      3          MR. GRIFFIN:  I've got all my paperwork.  All



      4     right.  My name is Eric Griffin, E-r-i-c,



      5     G-r-i-f-f-i-n, and I'm the chairman of the



      6     South Bend Firefighters Political Action Committee,



      7     Cause No. 2025-1871-329.



      8          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, this is on



      9     page 179.  This is South Bend Firefighters



     10     Political Action Committee, Cause



     11     No. 2025-1871-329, has a proposed civil penalty of



     12     $1,000.68, and this will be his seventh time before



     13     the Commission.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     15          MR. GRIFFIN:  I do have some examples of just



     16     our contribution record, our record of transactions



     17     just to show you that we are on the up and up on



     18     how we do things.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Valerie, will you --



     20          MS. WARYCHA:  I will.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     22          MS. WARYCHA:  Thank you.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  First of all,



     24     let me say thank you for your service.



     25          MR. GRIFFIN:  Absolutely.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I represent



      2     firefighters, and I think it's a wonderful thing



      3     you do.



      4          But my question is, the documents that you've



      5     just submitted, what's the purpose of those?



      6          MR. GRIFFIN:  So after receiving this letter,



      7     I reached out to our state union for some advice



      8     because I didn't really know what was going on here



      9     or what --



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Tom Hanify?



     11          MR. GRIFFIN:  Among the few, just to -- and



     12     they were like, Well, bring as much evidence as you



     13     can and just show them that you guys have your



     14     stuff together, that it wasn't negligence, that it



     15     was a simple mistake, which I consider negligence.



     16          But we do keep extremely accurate records.



     17     All of our contributions are made by our members,



     18     and it's payroll deductions, so we know exactly how



     19     much we have coming in.  There hasn't been a lot of



     20     action by us in some time, as, after talking to



     21     Michelle over here, it looks like our last problem



     22     was in 2003?



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  You paid a settlement in 2007,



     24     but the last late report was in 2003.



     25          MR. GRIFFIN:  So, unfortunately, that was long
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      1     before I was even on the fire department.  I was



      2     unaware of any of that.  But that's not an excuse



      3     obviously.



      4          We -- the political action committee didn't



      5     really have a lot of stuff going on.  Very early on



      6     they revamped things, had some bad apples.  So



      7     since I took over, kind of forced into it as the



      8     local president in '22, I believe, along with my



      9     treasurer, this was the only mistake that's been



     10     made, unfortunately.  There's no really good excuse



     11     for it.  There's a series of events.



     12          But as a good steward to my members, I just



     13     wanted to come in and show you guys that we are a



     14     well-functioning PAC.  We believe we have all of



     15     our records together.  We did file the report as



     16     soon as we found out that it had been missed.  And



     17     since then we've reached out to the state



     18     secretary/treasurer looking for some advice, maybe



     19     some ways we can do things differently.  We have



     20     quite a bit of backups put into place as far as the



     21     reporting because I, admittedly, have a lot of



     22     other things going on as far as the union goes, so



     23     I relied on him to make those things happen.  And



     24     so I was not a good reminder on him, but we've had



     25     like three or four different reminders put into
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      1     place.  Everything is there.



      2          I'm big on being held accountable, so I



      3     wouldn't expect a waiver.  But in good conscience,



      4     I couldn't not come and try to seek some sort of



      5     reduction just because it is -- the money that we



      6     have in our PAC isn't put in there for anything



      7     except for by our members on the fire department to



      8     advocate for better working environments, safety,



      9     and good wages and benefits.  We only spend money



     10     when it is to our local politicians.  We don't do



     11     anything really big.  It's not that we don't have



     12     the money.  That's not the problem.



     13          As I said, as a good steward to my members, I



     14     wanted to vouch for our PAC and ask for some mercy



     15     since, like I said, the last time we came before



     16     the committee here I think I was still in high



     17     school, so, you know, it's been a little while.



     18     But I can assure you that we are on top of things



     19     moving forward and we won't be making any more



     20     mistakes.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm sure you can



     22     understand that I don't think it was done



     23     intentionally probably, but, you know, if you come



     24     in and just say, well, cut us a break because we do



     25     good things, we keep our books up, we do this and
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      1     that, then we have to do that for everyone, and



      2     there's no incentive for people to properly follow



      3     the law of campaign finance.



      4          Plus, I see that you had delinquent reports in



      5     '23, in '22, in '20, so this is not a new -- oh,



      6     that's the wrong one?



      7          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, but they were



      8     in --



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, yeah, next page.



     10     So 24 -- you hadn't had one since 2007.  But quite



     11     honestly, when PACs stick around long enough, it



     12     will be repeated because it's easy over the years.



     13     I mean, you started the first one 24 years ago, so



     14     you're going to have that happen to you.  But as



     15     far as justification for us to deviate from the



     16     law, I'm sorry, I don't think it would be



     17     appropriate, though I still love firefighters.



     18          MR. GRIFFIN:  That's all right.  Like I said,



     19     I couldn't not come down and do it.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No, and you did a



     21     fine job.



     22          MR. GRIFFIN:  Yeah.  I'm just a fireman, so



     23     it's kind of --



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move -- thank you.  Our



     25     time is now up, but I move to impose the full
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      1     amount of the penalty plus mailing costs for the



      2     committee.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion and a



      5     second, so the proposed fine is $1,000, mailing



      6     cost of 68 cents.



      7          All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          MR. GRIFFIN:  Thank you so much.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Be careful going home.



     15          MR. GRIFFIN:  Absolutely.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Now we'll go back over to



     17     this side.  If it's okay, I'm just going to go back



     18     and forth, be the most fair, I guess.



     19          MR. KLUTZ:  Good afternoon, Commission.  Zach



     20     Klutz, K-l-u-t-z, with the Taft Law Firm.  I'm here



     21     on behalf and in accordance with the notice of



     22     appearance I filed for Hanning & Bean Enterprises



     23     for Administrative Cause No. 2025-417.



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, the little red



     25     tab in the back of your book is excess
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      1     corporations.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Zach, it's good to



      4     see you again.



      5          MR. KLUTZ:  It's good to see all of you again,



      6     staff and Commission.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Zach, it's odd not to see you



      8     in deal context.



      9          MR. KLUTZ:  That's right.



     10          MS. THOMPSON:  For '22, red tab.  Hanning &



     11     Bean Enterprises, Inc., Cause No. 2025-417,



     12     contributed to the Allen County Republican Party in



     13     the amount of $6,000.  They've never been before



     14     the Commission, and Allen County refunded the



     15     contribution on 5/20/2022.



     16          MR. KLUTZ:  Thank you.  If I might, I have



     17     tabbed reports.  It's just three pages I'd like to



     18     present to you, and I'll walk through it with you.



     19          Again, so our client is Hanning & Bean



     20     Enterprises.  It is a corporation subject to the



     21     lower corporate contribution amounts.  If you look



     22     on Tab 1 at the very top, Hanning & Bean



     23     Enterprises made a contribution in the amount of



     24     $6,000 to the Allen County Republican Party on



     25     May 11th.  This campaign contribution resulted --
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      1     or arose from the principal of Hanning & Bean



      2     calling his staff and saying we've agreed to make a



      3     contribution to the Allen County Republican Party



      4     in the amount of $6,000 by Hanning & Bean.  The



      5     treasury department then cut the check and sent it,



      6     and it was reported on May 11th.



      7          If you flip to Tab 2, on the 20th, our client



      8     realized that the check came from Hanning & Bean



      9     Enterprises as opposed to Hanning & Bean, LLC,



     10     which is another entity that they have which is an



     11     LLC that would not be subject to the $6,000 limits.



     12     So on May 20th, they called the Allen County



     13     Republican Party and asked for a refund.



     14          And then if you look at Tab 3, on the bottom,



     15     you'll see that Hanning & Bean, LLC, the proper



     16     entity that was always intended to give the



     17     contribution, five days later made the



     18     contribution.



     19          This is the first time that this entity has



     20     been before you.  They did believe that, by



     21     notating on the campaign contribution report



     22     contribution returned on the expenditure and then



     23     excess contribution, they deemed that to be a



     24     self-report, I mean, calling it to your attention.



     25     They didn't just say expenditure.  They said this
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      1     was an excess contribution.



      2          In addition, I've confirmed with Hanning &



      3     Bean that they've put training in place for the



      4     treasury group that, when contributions go out, the



      5     check writers clarify is this Hanning & Bean



      6     Enterprises or Hanning & Bean, LLC, to avoid this



      7     situation in the past.



      8          The reason I did not come up for the discount



      9     of the plans is, I know there's been some turnover



     10     on the board, but there is precedent on this board



     11     under the following circumstances:  If it's a



     12     first-time violation, if it was voluntarily



     13     disclosed and the contribution was returned before



     14     we received notice from you all, which this is the



     15     case, and if training occurred to mitigate this in



     16     the future, that the fine has actually been waived.



     17          So that is our request before you guys, and I



     18     did pull the transcript for that precedent just so



     19     you know I'm not making it up.  I would not do that



     20     to you anyway, but if you'd like that, we do have



     21     that.  I just feel like these circumstances fit the



     22     prior precedent of this group.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So just to be clear, you



     24     discovered it yourself, the Election Division staff



     25     did not -- or your client discovered it, the
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      1     Election Division staff did not discover it, you



      2     self-reported and cured?



      3          MR. KLUTZ:  Correct.  This was discovered in



      4     May, nine days after the contribution was made.



      5     The report was not filed to even show you notice of



      6     this until October of that same year, so about six



      7     months later, seven months later -- six months



      8     later, correct.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So the money was



     10     returned and all of that.  What's the complaint?



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, because --



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  What's the alleged



     13     failure?



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, that it was in



     15     excess.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Corporate contribution, excess



     17     corporate contribution, but the result is it's not.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  I mean, it was



     19     returned.  Does the law not allow for receiving



     20     that and then refunding it?



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  That's the question before



     22     you.



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's the point he's



     24     making is that there's -- I mean, the law allows



     25     for a penalty because of an excess contribution,
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      1     and then, yes, there have been hearings before



      2     where this scenario has occurred, that a company,



      3     an entity has realized that they made a



      4     contribution, they contacted the committee, the



      5     candidate, whatever, and said we need our money



      6     back.  And there are other times where it's the



      7     candidate who has figured it out and has refunded



      8     or paid the money back.



      9          MR. KLUTZ:  Correct, or there are scenarios



     10     where we get a letter from you all saying there was



     11     an excess contribution, then we return the money.



     12     And here what we're trying to say is, within nine



     13     days, we realized it came from the wrong entity, we



     14     tried to make notations in the report to



     15     self-report, and we reissued the checks from an



     16     eligible entity.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So when did you get



     18     the letter from the Election Division?



     19          MR. KLUTZ:  So this contribution was done in



     20     2022, and we got the letter relatively recently in



     21     this year.



     22          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  He's trying to be



     23     nice, I can tell.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Mr. Klutz, what's our



     25     precedent again?  What was the outcome of the prior
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      1     case?



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Do you want me to say



      3     it?



      4          MR. KLUTZ:  I've got it.  It's a first-time



      5     violation, the contributor -- the excess



      6     contributor self-reported prior to receiving notice



      7     of the violation, and processes were put in place



      8     to eliminate the administrative error in the



      9     future.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And the fine was waived?



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And it was dismissed.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Or dismissed?



     13          MR. KLUTZ:  And the fine was unanimously



     14     dismissed, correct.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Waived.



     16          MR. KLUTZ:  Or I'm sorry, waived.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I move the complaint



     18     be waived.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We have a motion and a second



     21     to waive the penalty.



     22          All those in favor say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



      2          Very good.  Thank you.



      3          MR. KLUTZ:  Thank you very much.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And if I might, just for the



      5     new commissioners, just background, Mr. Klutz is



      6     correct.  So what would typically happen with this



      7     report -- or with this contribution made through



      8     our office, once that pre-election report had been



      9     filed in the system, Abbey and Michelle do look for



     10     excess corporate contributions.  That's when they



     11     get a letter saying this is an issue, it's three



     12     times the amount of the overage.  That's the



     13     distinction he was trying to draw is that, in May,



     14     no report had been filed because the pre-election



     15     report would not have been due until October.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Thank you.



     17          MR. KLUTZ:  Thank you.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  When you say Abbey



     19     has to look for over contributions, does the system



     20     not automatically --



     21          MS. NUSSMEYER:  That one it does, right?



     22          MS. THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Oh, yeah.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So this one it does.



     24          MR. JOHN:  Tom John, Taft Law, appearing on



     25     behalf of MKM Architecture and accompanied by...
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      1          MS. ZWICK:  Megan Zwick.  That's M-e-g-a-n,



      2     Z-w-i-c-k.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, behind that



      4     yellow -- red tab is 2023 excess corporations, and



      5     this is MKM Architecture & Design, Cause



      6     No. 2025-419, contributed to Doden for Indiana in



      7     the amount of $10,000 on two separate



      8     contributions.  They've never been before the



      9     Commission.  It was actually Doden of Indiana that



     10     identified this and self-reported it to the Indiana



     11     Election Division.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  You can go ahead.



     13          MR. JOHN:  This is a similar case to what we



     14     just heard actually.  We have a -- and if you look



     15     at Exhibit E, which is in the back of what you



     16     have, MKM is not a frequent contributor.  That is



     17     actually pulled from the data where there are 12



     18     over the life of what's in the portal, 12



     19     contributions to campaigns, three to political



     20     action committees over the last 20-plus years.



     21          So we are dealing with a company that



     22     occasionally gives, and they had made a commitment



     23     to the Doden campaign to give contributions over a



     24     three-year cycle, $5,000 a year.  One of those was



     25     in June of 2023, and that is in Exhibit B there.
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      1     Then on December 4th, somebody was trying to get



      2     ahead of the game and budgeting was going on and



      3     they said, well, let's just send that other



      4     contribution, not knowing any better.



      5          And that contribution was flagged by the



      6     campaign then as it was going through its process



      7     of ensuring that everything was appropriate.



      8     Frankly, they contacted me.  I said we need to make



      9     sure we disclose it.  Unfortunately, it was after



     10     the period of the filing, so you couldn't actually



     11     do it on the filing that they were preparing at



     12     that point.



     13          So we included the memo that is Exhibit A in



     14     the filing that was made, and the Doden campaign



     15     included that in the filing in January of 2024.



     16     And on January 9th, a day after the excess



     17     contribution was located, it was refunded by the



     18     campaign to MKM.



     19          So similarly, we're dealing with something



     20     that was identified, self-reported, and resolved



     21     within a very short period of time thereafter.  I



     22     mean, the recorded date for the contribution is



     23     December 4th, but I'll note that that was during



     24     the holidays, right, so a lot of people were not



     25     necessarily in the midst of going through all of
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      1     that stuff, and as they got to it after that, it



      2     was realized and it was dealt with.



      3          Also, Ms. Zwick can speak to there have been



      4     processes put in place to ensure this won't happen



      5     again.  Even though they're relatively not frequent



      6     fliers in the campaign contribution state, they



      7     understand the severity and the importance of what



      8     they're doing and are going to ensure through



      9     processes to make sure that they will not have such



     10     an occasion happen again where they would have a



     11     violation like this.



     12          So we would request that the fine be waived.



     13     Obviously the statute gives this board, the



     14     Commission, the ability to do that.  Twenty years



     15     or so ago, I did a few of those when I sat in your



     16     seats, and obviously you just heard about a



     17     precedent from 2018.  So I think this is actually



     18     exactly the sort of case where we would seek the



     19     board's mercy on this matter and ask for waiver.



     20          I'll have Megan speak to the processes and



     21     what's been done to make sure this won't happen



     22     again.



     23          MS. ZWICK:  So best practice at MKM is that we



     24     stay neutral and we don't make these sorts of



     25     political contributions.  Instead, we encourage our
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      1     owners and all of our staff to make their own



      2     individual contributions.  But since that was my



      3     oversight, we have put in place into our internal



      4     payment system to not allocate more than $5,000 in



      5     a calendar year to the political contributions



      6     general ledger account in our systems.  And I know



      7     it's technology.  We can waive that.  But we do



      8     have a prompt to -- as a way to control equality of



      9     what we're doing.



     10          So from an internal standpoint, we have a



     11     process, and we sort of monitor that.  I am a



     12     director of operations at MKM, and I work closely



     13     with our CPA to ensure that nothing like this will



     14     ever happen again.



     15          MR. JOHN:  And it's not possible now to issue



     16     a check without your approval, right, or whoever is



     17     in your position?



     18          MS. ZWICK:  Correct, yes.  All checks written



     19     from MKM bank accounts are processed through me, so



     20     it's not like anybody can willy-nilly write a check



     21     on their own accord.  Everything has to be through



     22     our internal payment system.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Now, this memorandum



     24     that you've provided us, Exhibit A, was sent to the



     25     co-directors of the Election Division on
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      1     January 16th of '24.  You all discovered, from what



      2     this memo says, that an over-contribution had been



      3     made on January 8th of '24, and the only thing



      4     about it is that the donation itself that was the



      5     over-contribution was made on June 22nd, '23.  So



      6     it took about --



      7          MR. JOHN:  No, no.  Sorry.  What happened here



      8     is there were two $5,000 contributions.  The one on



      9     the 23rd of June was completely appropriate.  It



     10     was within the corporate limit.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But the second triggered.



     12          MR. JOHN:  It was the one in December that



     13     triggered this.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  But it was the



     16     campaign that identified the issue, not MKM, right?



     17     So this is very distinguishable from the previous



     18     case because the previous case it was the donor



     19     that recognized the problem and contacted the PAC



     20     to which they made the contribution.  In this case



     21     it's the reverse, right?



     22          MR. JOHN:  That may be true, but oftentimes --



     23     there have been a number of these that happened



     24     over the years that those of you who have been



     25     around know of.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I've been here since



      2     2012, so I'm well aware of those.



      3          MR. JOHN:  Yes.  But --



      4          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'm just pointing out



      5     that you said -- this is not identical.



      6          MR. JOHN:  It is not identical.  I understand



      7     that.  But by the same token, oftentimes many of



      8     those, I believe, were identified by campaigns, as



      9     a practical matter, the ignorance that happens from



     10     the people contributing.



     11          And, frankly, it's -- I know I've got the



     12     manual back there, right, but there are



     13     distinctions between an LLC.  It could be an LLC,



     14     but is it a sub S or is it a partnership, and there



     15     are a lot of traps for them, for the actual



     16     contributors, particularly ones that don't do this



     17     regularly.  If I was here for a PAC that is giving



     18     dozens of checks a year, of course, that would be



     19     something that would be a little different.  But,



     20     in fact, we're talking about somebody that,



     21     throughout the system, has never given more than



     22     one campaign check a year except in this year in



     23     2023.



     24          Also, I'd note just as a matter of -- the



     25     notice on this actually is -- it's an oddity
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      1     because it says for exceeding limits in 2024, which



      2     is not actually what, I presume, was intended.  But



      3     if this were criminal, we'd probably be arguing



      4     whether it's even had notice of it.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So the second page of



      6     your Exhibit A, I'm looking at this list of Doden



      7     for Indiana corporate overage notification history.



      8     What does it mean at the very last one where it



      9     says "Agreement completed"?



     10          MR. JOHN:  Because the Doden campaign had



     11     asked their donors to frankly commit to a certain



     12     amount each year just as a matter of a fund-raising



     13     mechanism, frankly.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So this is asking for



     15     the donation, but this is dated -- I'm not sure



     16     that's right.



     17          MR. JOHN:  I'm sorry.  Which exhibit are



     18     you --



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The second page.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  The second page of



     21     Exhibit A.



     22          MR. JOHN:  Oh, so that is just simply the



     23     DocuSign that this was filed.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Right.  I'm asking,



     25     what's the "Agreement completed"?
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      1          MR. JOHN:  Oh, well, that's -- anytime you do



      2     DocuSign, this is the paper trail that DocuSign



      3     produces as your electronic proof of what --



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It has nothing to do with the



      5     contribution.



      6          MR. JOHN:  It has nothing to do with the



      7     contribution.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Just the filing of



      9     the --



     10          MR. JOHN:  Sorry.  Yeah, this --



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Just the creation of this.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  That's what I'm



     13     wondering, yeah.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.  So it's not legally --



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Right.



     16          MR. JOHN:  I'm sorry.  I misunderstood what



     17     you were -- this is simply a receipt to show that,



     18     because it was filed electronically through a



     19     DocuSign, that it's actually the signature that was



     20     done.



     21          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I see.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Perhaps you answered this,



     24     but I just wanted to clarify, there wasn't an



     25     agreement between MKM and the Doden campaign for
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      1     subsequent contribution which would be in violation



      2     of law, right?



      3          MR. JOHN:  No, no.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  All right.  That's fine.



      5          MR. JOHN:  They had committed in probably 2022



      6     to give the campaign $5,000 a year, and when we say



      7     "agreement," it's not like there was a contractual



      8     obligation.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Understood.



     10          MR. JOHN:  Just like anytime you often see in



     11     political fund-raising somebody says, Hey, I'm with



     12     you, I'll give you this much in this period of



     13     time.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any other thoughts,



     15     questions?



     16          If not, we need a motion.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, can I ask



     18     another question?



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So, in other words,



     21     in your case, going back to Suzannah's point, it



     22     was the donor who discovered the error, not the



     23     campaign?



     24          MR. JOHN:  No, it was the campaign.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  It was the campaign.
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      1     Okay.  So then they took action to deal with it,



      2     self-reported, refunded, and all of that, right?



      3          MR. JOHN:  Yeah, in communication because,



      4     honestly, they identified it, and I'm not sure they



      5     knew that the client was a sub S.  And so I think



      6     they verified, realized it was a violation, and



      7     then did it.  So, I mean, it was in communication



      8     with MKM throughout.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do they now have



     10     something in place that says, when they get the



     11     donation in from obviously a business entity, to



     12     ask them what corporate form they have?



     13          MR. JOHN:  Well, the campaign --



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is over.



     15          MR. JOHN:  -- didn't do that.  Yeah, it's



     16     over.  But, yeah, and, in fact, that's what flagged



     17     it, I think, is if there wasn't evidence or



     18     notation of form, then the question was asked.  The



     19     question was asked, and that led to...



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I would ask our former -- or



     21     the commissioners who have been on for a little



     22     longer than Beth and I, so there was a distinction



     23     made between the donor and the campaign



     24     self-reporting from a precedential perspective.



     25     What's the significance or relevance of that for
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      1     the purposes of dismissal or waiver?



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, just what we've



      3     done in the past was, if the party before us is the



      4     one that self-disclosed, that's when we -- or



      5     self-identified and then corrected it, took steps



      6     to correct it, that's -- and, I mean, there have



      7     been instances where it's the donor, but it's --



      8     where it's been corrected and before us.  But where



      9     we've done a complete waiver, I think that's



     10     generally the party before us, they discovered it,



     11     disclosed it, took care of it.  It wasn't that



     12     someone had to bring it to their attention.



     13          So in this case it's that someone had to bring



     14     it to their attention, and it was then that entity,



     15     so the campaign -- I don't even know who.  The



     16     campaign was the one that -- the campaign



     17     identified it, and the campaign corrected it by



     18     refunding it to them, but it wasn't MKM that really



     19     actually took steps to correct the situation.  So



     20     that's just something we weigh in terms of the



     21     waiver.



     22          So it's -- I mean, because of that in this



     23     case, I would not support waiving the penalty.



     24     That doesn't mean I'm not amenable to kind of



     25     reducing the penalty, but in this case I don't
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      1     think it -- it's not the same situation, and I



      2     don't think I'd support waiver, complete waiver.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thank you for the



      4     clarification.  I guess my perspective on this



      5     matter is it wasn't brought to their attention by



      6     the Election Division staff, and so we want to



      7     encourage this sort of thing, I'm sure you would



      8     agree.  We want to encourage people to come forward



      9     and self-report, so --



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Either party to self-report.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Either party, yeah, anyone,



     12     yeah.  So I would be inclined to dismiss, but I



     13     think I'm also open to do some sort of reduction.



     14     I guess I'll ask the petitioner, if we were not



     15     inclined to dismiss your case, what is it that you



     16     would ask for specifically as a reduction?



     17          MR. JOHN:  Well, first of all, I would argue



     18     this is appropriate, and I would argue it's



     19     somewhat a distinction without a difference insofar



     20     as if you're talking about self-reporting as making



     21     sure it happens.  So what if somebody called -- in



     22     a different scenario, let's say there's an error



     23     with the campaign finance report, which, once



     24     again, if corrected before it's actually issued a



     25     violation, if it's something that's amenable to --
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Could I interrupt you?



      2          MR. JOHN:  Yes.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'm going to make a motion to



      4     waive or dismiss the --



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I have a -- I think



      6     it's excellent they self -- that they reported.  I



      7     think that's great.  But what I do have a problem



      8     with is this distinction.  If the company had never



      9     come back to them, and they had the obligation to



     10     be checking for it -- and this campaign, by the



     11     way, is still open.  They may not be doing anything



     12     right now, but it's still open.  And so because --



     13     the campaign committee has not been closed, I'm



     14     told anyway.



     15          So it's that first part of it.  The campaign



     16     should have been looking for it.  It's the fact



     17     that -- like the case we just did, they were a



     18     little bit -- that one they looked for it and there



     19     was tardiness, not much, but in there.  This one,



     20     the campaign didn't look for it at all.



     21          MR. JOHN:  No.  The campaign did look for it.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.  The campaign -- it's the



     23     opposite.



     24          MR. JOHN:  The campaign identified it.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The campaign identified it.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I know the campaign



      2     identified it after the company notified them about



      3     it.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  There's a motion.



      7     Can you --



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.  I want to just for the



      9     record move to dismiss this claim against the



     10     campaign.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Waive.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Waive.  My apologies.  I move



     13     to waive this violation against the campaign.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'll second that.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  And could I just -- I



     16     think what I would just say is that Ms. Nussmeyer



     17     reminded me that actually I was wrong about what I



     18     said about previously, so we have actually waived



     19     the penalty in situations like this as well.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  At this point we'll



     21     take a vote on that motion.  All those in favor of



     22     waiving the penalty say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Karen?



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, I agree.  I vote



      3     for it.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      5          MR. JOHN:  Thank you.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Very good.  Okay.  Now I'm



      7     going to switch over here.



      8          MS. TAYLOR:  We're ready.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, he's going to have to



     10     wait.  You're going to have to wait a minute.



     11          MR. YOUNG:  Okay.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We're going to go with these



     13     guys next.



     14          Thank you for being patient.



     15          MR. RATHNOW:  Oh, yeah.  Thank you guys.  Good



     16     afternoon.  My name is Greg Rathnow, G-r-e-g,



     17     R-a-t-h-n-o-w.  I'm here with Rathnow for Indiana,



     18     Cause No. 2025-6809-209.



     19          MS. THOMPSON:  That will be page 116.  This is



     20     Rathnow for Indiana, Cause No. 2025-6809-209.  It



     21     has a civil penalty of $150.73.  This is the first



     22     time before the Commission.



     23          MR. RATHNOW:  Thank you.  And so I'm just here



     24     because I was one that received the letter that



     25     said January 20th.  I filed on -- I put it -- quite
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      1     frankly, I did not even notice that it said 2021.



      2     I put January 20th in my calendar.  I filed on



      3     January 17th and got a notification immediately



      4     that said I was late.



      5          And at that time I reached out to co-counsel



      6     and asked what to do, and their advice at that time



      7     was hold on to your letters and present your case



      8     before the Commission.  So admittedly, I guess, I



      9     didn't contact the right people to get put on the



     10     list from earlier today, but I did reach out to



     11     counsel.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move to dismiss



     13     the penalty.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Or waive, waive,



     16     waive, waive, waive the penalty.  Sorry.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I kind of like this.  It's



     18     going to be another action we're going to take.



     19     No, I'm kidding.



     20          Okay.  There's been a motion and a second to



     21     waive this penalty.  All those in favor say "aye."



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Aye.



     25          Opposed.
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      1          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Oh, aye.  Sorry.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.



      3          MR. RATHNOW:  Thank you so much.



      4          MR. McVEY:  Hello.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hello.



      6          MR. McVEY:  Tim McVey, T-i-m, M-c-V-e-y, Cause



      7     No. 2025-7894-384 and -387.  I'm requesting a



      8     waive.  I'll just kind of go over just kind of a



      9     time line of things that happened, maybe a short



     10     time line.  Beginning of April, I met with a



     11     company --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold one second.  We just



     13     need to catch up with you here.



     14          MR. McVEY:  I'm sorry.



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  Page 208 and 210.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I think we are good



     17     now.



     18          MR. McVEY:  Okay.  So quick time line.  The



     19     beginning of April, I met with a company about



     20     doing some mailers for my campaign.  At that time



     21     we scheduled for mailers to go out on April 15th



     22     and April 20th.



     23          Then I, at the same time, scheduled for



     24     transfers from my personal bank account to be made



     25     to my campaign bank account, and kind of out of
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      1     sight, out of mind.  On the 11th of April, my



      2     mother went to the hospital for pneumonia.  On the



      3     12th, my basement flooded and I had to create a



      4     claim.  I have both a bank statement for the



      5     transfers that were made and the claim number for



      6     the basement.  And then on the 15th, my mother



      7     passed away, which was the same date as my first



      8     mailer was scheduled to go out and the same day as



      9     the first transfer that was supposed to be made.



     10          After that, it was just kind of my campaign



     11     came to a halt because of my mother's death.  I was



     12     the oldest child, had to take care of everything,



     13     completely spaced the fact that I had to file these



     14     CFA-11 reports, and yeah.  I eventually got one in



     15     before the full fee amount hit, but the other one,



     16     unfortunately, I didn't make it.  So I'm just



     17     asking for mercy for the fee to be waived.  I have



     18     my mother's death certificate too, but this is the



     19     original copy.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is there a reason why you



     21     didn't take the deal?  This is your first



     22     violation, right?



     23          MR. McVEY:  Yeah, yeah.  I wanted to see if I



     24     could get the full amount waived for the



     25     circumstance because I didn't -- I mean --
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  It's closed.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So when were the



      3     reports due?



      4          MR. McVEY:  April 17th and April 22nd.



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Because then I



      7     don't have any dates.  And you filed them when?



      8          MR. McVEY:  I believe I filed them both --



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  May 8th.



     10          MR. McVEY:  Yeah, which would have been maybe



     11     right after the election day when I closed my



     12     campaign committee.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And --



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Do you have any funds



     15     in your campaign account?



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  The committee is closed.



     17          MR. McVEY:  No.  I closed the campaign account



     18     as well.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So in that case is he



     20     personally responsible?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  I believe so, yes.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Do you have an LLC?  Is the



     23     campaign an LLC or is it a sole proprietorship?



     24          MR. McVEY:  It's solely me.  I financed, did



     25     everything on my own for the campaign, so...
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I'm with my



      2     colleague over here.  Why didn't you take the deal?



      3     I mean, you knew you were late.  You admit that you



      4     were late, and you could have gotten it paid off



      5     25 percent of that amount.



      6          MR. McVEY:  Right.  I don't disagree.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And I appreciate,



      8     very much appreciate, the tragedies that you've had



      9     to deal with and your mind is in another state.



     10     Did you have a treasurer?



     11          MR. McVEY:  No.  It was me.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  All right.  Then, you



     13     know -- and I'm sorry it was just you.  They were



     14     due -- what date did you say your mother died?



     15          MR. McVEY:  The 15th of April.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  4/15 and, yeah, two



     17     days on that one and the 22nd on the other one.



     18     And had she been ill before then?



     19          MR. McVEY:  No.  It was unexpected.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You know, I wish you



     21     had taken the deal.  That's why we offer it is that



     22     when people get -- because technically, under law,



     23     while we have the discretion to adjust the amounts



     24     like with the deal, we don't have any discretion to



     25     determine if there has been a violation of the law.
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      1     And no matter what happened, there was a violation



      2     of the law.  So now our question is, we find that



      3     there was a violation, how much do we assess to you



      4     or do we waive the complaint.



      5          MR. McVEY:  I understand.  I'm just asking for



      6     the mercy.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I would move that we



      8     give him the 25 percent penalty.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd second that.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  25 percent penalty?  Okay.



     11          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  25 percent penalty.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So that would be -- so



     13     the one is 1,000, and the other one is 850.



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $462.50.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  Say that again.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  $462.50.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Is that --



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  $463.86.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So there's been a



     20     motion and a second to take it to the 25 percent



     21     because this is your first time before the



     22     Commission for a total of $463.86.



     23          All those in favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      3          Thank you.



      4          MR. McVEY:  Thank you.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  You can go next, and



      6     then we'll switch back over.



      7          MR. BARIE:  Good afternoon.  Oliver Barie,



      8     O-l-i-v-e-r, B-a-r-i-e, here on behalf of my client



      9     Clean Slate Technology Group, Cause No. 2022-418.



     10          MS. THOMPSON:  That's behind your red tab.



     11          This was Clean Slate?



     12          MR. BARIE:  That's correct.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  The 2023 excess



     14     corporation.  This is Clean Slate Technology Group,



     15     Cause No. 2025-418, contributed to Diego for



     16     Indiana in the amount of $9,000.  Clean Slate



     17     Technology Group self-reported this to the Indiana



     18     Election Division.



     19          MR. BARIE:  Thank you.  If I may, I believe



     20     our case is most similar to the Hanning & Bean case



     21     you heard previously today.  We did self-report.



     22     Upon Clean Slate's first contribution to Diego, I



     23     was retained as counsel to advise them for going



     24     ahead on campaign contributions.



     25          When reviewing their first contribution, I
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      1     realized quickly that this was in excess of the



      2     $5,000 limit, and so I immediately counseled them



      3     to self-report this violation.  And we did so



      4     within -- the formal self-report was in February,



      5     but we contacted you folks, I think, about a month



      6     to 45 days after the violation was realized and



      7     since worked quickly with the Diego for Indiana



      8     campaign account to amend the report and refund the



      9     contribution.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So the -- and



     11     you are with the --



     12          MR. BARIE:  I am counsel for Clean Slate



     13     Technology Group.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So you



     15     discovered the error -- the contribution was made



     16     on 6/30/23?



     17          MR. BARIE:  That's correct.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And then in February



     19     of '24, is that when you --



     20          MR. BARIE:  That's when we sent the formal



     21     self-report letter.  However, on August 7th, we



     22     contacted -- August 7th of 2023, we contacted Diego



     23     for Indiana campaign.  And then, on August 8th, I



     24     called, as counsel on behalf of CSTG, the Election



     25     Division to ask -- to state the issue and the
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      1     violation and then also what next steps are and how



      2     we work to rectify this immediately.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And if I might ask the staff,



      4     they would have had a semiannual report due?  If



      5     the contribution was made on June 30, 2023, they



      6     would have a --



      7          MS. TAYLOR:  The Diego committee, yes, had a



      8     report due by July 15th, yes.



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  And then did you



     10     identify the excessive --



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  That's not -- no.  We wouldn't



     12     have done it at that time.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So --



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  You would have done it at the



     15     end of the year.



     16          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So Diego for Indiana



     18     committee included it in their July report?



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  I assume, yes.



     20          MR. BARIE:  Yes, July 17th.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So they didn't catch



     22     it?



     23          MR. BARIE:  No, ma'am.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  They didn't catch it



     25     at all until --
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      1          MR. BARIE:  Until we reported them -- or until



      2     we called them and --



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And it took until February?



      4          MR. BARIE:  It took some time to make contact



      5     with the campaign account, with the Diego for



      6     Indiana campaign.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Really?



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  What do you mean by that?



      9          MR. BARIE:  We did not get a call or an email.



     10     The first contact response was February 7th I



     11     received an email finally connecting me with the



     12     treasurer that could help us rectify the reports.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So like six months later?



     14          MR. BARIE:  Yes.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And after that then,



     16     do you know, did Diego go ahead then and report it?



     17          MR. BARIE:  Yes.  Included in the packet I



     18     think I provided --



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, sorry.



     20          MR. BARIE:  No.  You're fine.  You're fine.  I



     21     think it's the last -- towards the very end, the



     22     last two pages, is the amended report where it



     23     shows a refunded contribution.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm just a bit



     25     perturbed because we have spent all day telling
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      1     everyone who's coming in here that you've got to



      2     follow these rules, you've got to follow these



      3     rules, and yet our chief election officer didn't



      4     catch it and didn't respond to you for six months.



      5     Now, that's not your problem, and I won't -- I will



      6     stop there because the question before us today is



      7     do we fine your company.



      8          MR. BARIE:  I'm simply outside counsel for the



      9     company, just for the record.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  What kind of work



     11     does Clean Slate do?



     12          MR. BARIE:  Clean Slate -- that's a great



     13     question.  My understanding, and I am no expert,



     14     they are behind-the-scenes software, so they work



     15     with Amazon web services to put back-end technology



     16     together.  That is about as far as I could tell



     17     you.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, you just said a



     19     bunch of words, and I have no idea what you said.



     20          MR. BARIE:  That's kind of how I feel too.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  There's also a



     22     substance abuse recovery business called Clean



     23     Slate.



     24          MR. BARIE:  That is not my client.



     25          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I just realized the
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      1     different --



      2          MR. BARIE:  And just for the record too, since



      3     being retained as counsel, first and foremost, we



      4     identified the issue.  We reported it to you folks



      5     right away.  And since then, I have advised them



      6     strictly that they are to use a subsidiary company



      7     that they have that is an LLC, and I have advised



      8     that going forward any contributions would be best



      9     served through the LLC, as they do not have any



     10     limits like a C corp.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Do we have any precedent on



     12     these sorts of things where there's been a



     13     significant delay after the contribution was made?



     14     Just asking our previous members here, members who



     15     have served a long time.



     16          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Madam Chair, members of the



     17     Commission, yes, because it is contingent upon the



     18     committee that received the contribution to give



     19     the refund.  There is no requirement for that



     20     committee to ever give it back.  The corporate



     21     contributor can ask for it.  A lot of the times for



     22     folks who at least come up here, that's always been



     23     a matter of course.  Of course, that can happen at



     24     any time.  You've got to contact the treasurer, get



     25     an agreement, get them to cut the check and send it
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      1     back.



      2          So I can't point to anything definitive, and,



      3     of course, I think anyone else who has been here



      4     for some time, we could probably dig through



      5     records and find that.  But it's going to be based



      6     on conversation that you have in getting the



      7     chairman, the treasurer of that committee to agree



      8     to refund that particular amount.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thank you.  Thank you for



     10     that.  And let me just ask a follow-up question,



     11     which is, I understand it's a violation of the



     12     donor making the excessive contribution, but are



     13     you saying that the campaign doesn't have an



     14     obligation to promptly return, or it does?



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  It does not.



     17          MR. KOCHEVAR:  No.  They have no legal



     18     obligation to return it at all.  They could say,



     19     Yeah, thanks for letting us know, we're keeping the



     20     money.  That is a possibility.  I don't know if



     21     that's ever happened before.  I cannot attest to



     22     that, but I know legally --



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Because the company is liable.



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  Correct.



     25          MR. BARIE:  Our initial request was a refund
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      1     of the overage, so $4,000 because it was $9,000.



      2     Upon making contact, they said they were just going



      3     to refund the entire contribution, which we said



      4     that's fine, but that gave us the ability to then



      5     formally self-report and tell you folks that this



      6     happened, we are working to correct it, and we have



      7     confirmation that we received the refund.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Regardless of whether



      9     the campaign committee has to refund it or not,



     10     does the campaign committee have an obligation to



     11     let -- to file something that says I got over --



     12          MR. KOCHEVAR:  No.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, that is



     14     absolutely ridiculous.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's the only thing



     16     in our election law that is.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  We found the one thing.



     18          MR. KOCHEVAR:  If I may too, and that's why --



     19     I mean, you've heard about our system today and how



     20     old it is and everything, but the one thing that



     21     still does, I think, work with our system is that



     22     it is still built to allow the statute to search



     23     for the corporate entities, the ones that are held



     24     to those contribution limitations and find them for



     25     them to create these type of reports for you all.
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      1          MR. BARIE:  And just for the full picture, I



      2     know the CEO used his business corporate card



      3     online to make this contribution, but for whatever



      4     reason he told me he typed in the corporation name,



      5     but he also typed in his first and last name as



      6     CEO, and that is what showed up on the contribution



      7     record.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  His name?



      9          MR. BARIE:  Yeah, the first and last name.  So



     10     if you were just looking at it, you wouldn't see it



     11     register contributed as a corporation.  However, I



     12     specifically asked my client, Did you do this



     13     individually, did you do this through the company.



     14     He said, We used a business card.  I said, Are you



     15     an LLC.  They said no.  I said, We have a problem.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, that's the



     17     campaign's website, though, that you go to to make



     18     the donation to, correct?



     19          MR. BARIE:  That's correct.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So they are the ones



     21     that set that up, so if it's not coming up and



     22     showing up, that is the campaign's way that they



     23     have it set up.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But, I mean, they wouldn't



     25     know what credit card you're using.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No, but the name that



      2     it goes under.  The credit card, you have to put



      3     the user name, but this one they also asked for an



      4     individual name who is making the donation, and in



      5     this case they --



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It came up as --



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  So --



      8          MR. BARIE:  So for all those reasons, we're



      9     asking for a waiver, given the precedent.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm still struggling



     11     with this thing about not having to pay it back.



     12     Do we have any idea how many people,



     13     over-contributions have been made and how many



     14     campaigns have gotten to keep that money?



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Why do we have the



     17     law?



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'm going to move



     19     that we waive the penalty --



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'll second.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  -- because this seems



     22     consistent.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.  I'll second that.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion and a



     25     second to waive the penalty.  All those in favor
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      1     say "aye."



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      6          Okay.  Very good.



      7          MR. BARIE:  Thank you, Commission.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Thank you for giving



      9     us an interesting talking point.



     10          MR. BARIE:  We try.



     11          MR. ERLER:  Thank you.  Again, Mike Erler,



     12     Michael Erler, E-r-l-e-r, and it's for the



     13     Indiana -- for the Excellent Government for Indiana



     14     PAC.  And you mentioned that we've had three



     15     incidents, and I've checked with our chairperson.



     16     Only he and I could have done that, I think.



     17     Neither of us did.  This PAC lasted about two



     18     months, March and April of '19.  We did our



     19     pre-election after that.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Can you remind -- I'm sorry.



     21     Excuse me.  Can you remind us what page this is.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  It starts on 33-34.  They're on



     23     three different pages, so we'll just start.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So it's Excellent --



     25          MR. ERLER:  I've got five, or is that not what
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      1     you mean?



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  Five pages.  I'm sorry.  Yes.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is this the fourth time or



      4     the fifth time?



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  This is the fifth time.  Now, you



      6     only have the last five listed because that's all



      7     there is room for on the page.



      8          MR. ERLER:  Right.  I wondered why.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Excellent Government for



     10     Indiana.  Okay.



     11          MR. ERLER:  Yeah.  There were 14 of them



     12     because we thought we had finalized it.  We



     13     disbanded it back right after that primary because



     14     the fellows that were raising the money and the



     15     candidates they were -- the PAC was supporting



     16     didn't make it through the primary, so they



     17     stopped.  And we thought we marked our pre-election



     18     2019 report as final, but we didn't.  I can tell we



     19     didn't.  I looked at it.



     20          Ever since, neither he nor I have heard



     21     anything.  This came to me this time.  The envelope



     22     actually had my address on it, and so I knew it.



     23     This just came to me on the 4th.  I was always



     24     living there.  Now, he, after that, moved to Utah,



     25     came back here about a year ago, so I don't know if
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      1     that had anything to do with it.  And we had a



      2     P.O. Box, which maybe these were going to.



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  Probably.



      4          MR. ERLER:  But when you say we've already



      5     done this three times, I looked at that.  We



      6     didn't.



      7          MS. TAYLOR:  So you paid a settlement



      8     agreement on a 2018 report.  The 2018 pre-election



      9     report you paid $100 settlement agreement.  The



     10     other three were June 24th of 2021, and that would



     11     have been the 2019 annual, 2020 preprimary, 2020



     12     pre-elect, late 2020 annual.



     13          And then the next hearing was September 9th of



     14     2022, and that was two more causes, which would



     15     have been the 2021 annual and the 2022 preprimary.



     16     There was a hearing September -- I'm sorry --



     17     August 11th of 2023 and the next three causes,



     18     which would have been the '22 pre-elect, the '22



     19     annual, and the '23 pre-elect.  Today's causes are



     20     the '23 pre-elect, the '23 annual, the '24



     21     preprimary, '24 pre-elect, and the '24 annual.



     22          You got the notice at your house because your



     23     committee failed to file reports for the last three



     24     years and had a balance of $1,000 or less and we



     25     were going to administratively dissolve you.  By
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      1     law, we mailed notice to the chair and treasurer.



      2     You had a separate address listed to your home.



      3     That's why --



      4          MR. ERLER:  That's the first I've heard of it.



      5     What do you mean?  There was no money in the



      6     account after that.  I mean, the final report



      7     showed zero.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But you still have to file



      9     even if there's no --



     10          MR. ERLER:  Well, I know.  We didn't mark it



     11     final.  That was our mistake.  But nobody, he nor



     12     I, have heard anything since.  There was no



     13     connection.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  The mail we've been sending to



     15     the P.O. Box, if it wasn't checked closed, I mean,



     16     we're --



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  There's no way for you to



     18     know.



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  Right.



     20          MR. ERLER:  There's no what?



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  If you had a P.O. Box and



     22     obviously mail was continuing to go there, from



     23     their perspective, there would be no way for them



     24     to know.



     25          MR. ERLER:  That got closed.  I just can't say
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      1     when.  But --



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But then there was no



      3     notification made, so obviously if mail is still



      4     going there...



      5          MS. TAYLOR:  I mean, we have boxes upstairs of



      6     returned mail.  I'm happy to go grab the boxes and



      7     we can all sing Kumbaya and look for them.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Just to be clear, though, it



      9     is the committee's obligation to provide a notice



     10     address.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, correct, correct.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So if they've changed their



     13     notice address --



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You needed to let us know.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  -- then you need to let the



     16     Division know.



     17          MR. ERLER:  Yeah.  But we thought we had



     18     already filed our final.  That's the problem.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And that's my



     20     question.  So when you say you thought you had



     21     filed the final, did you think you had closed the



     22     committee down?



     23          MR. ERLER:  Uh-huh.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And what steps did



     25     you take to close the committee down?
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      1          MR. ERLER:  Filed the final.  There was no



      2     money in the bank account, so...



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So you just checked a



      4     box -- all you had to do was check a box on the



      5     final annual report and that would be it?



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And until then you had never



      7     gotten your mail?



      8          MR. ERLER:  I don't think that form had that,



      9     but you were supposed to do something similar.



     10          MS. NUSSMEYER:  You're supposed to mark the



     11     final disband box.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  A final disband box.



     13     Okay.  So --



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  But they still had dollar



     15     amounts.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You still have money



     17     in the account?



     18          MR. ERLER:  No.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yes.  So the last report --



     20     and, Abbey, correct me if I'm wrong.  You're going



     21     to look?



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  Well, it's in archives.  It was



     23     before 2018, so state archives has --



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There's nothing on the



     25     website?  I thought if we were going to
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      1     administratively disband, it needed to be less than



      2     $1,000.



      3          MS. TAYLOR:  I have since loaded the



      4     committees themselves since he got this notice.



      5          MS. THOMPSON:  So he has $1,000 or less, we



      6     were going to administratively --



      7          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Because the website --



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Guys, remember we've



      9     a court reporter.  You're talking over each other.



     10     One of you -- sorry.  I didn't mean to -- someone



     11     can talk but one at a time.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  Who has a laptop that allows



     13     pop-ups because my phone won't --



     14          MS. WARYCHA:  I got you.  What do you need?



     15          MR. ERLER:  There you go.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  In an effort to keep this



     17     moving, I think maybe we should do what we did with



     18     Senator Young.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Well, so I know there's



     20     two minutes left on the clock.  Do you have any



     21     additional evidence to present before this



     22     Commission?



     23          MR. ERLER:  Seven checks came in in a 60-day



     24     period.  Four checks went out.  They each total



     25     sixteen six.  It was zero after that.  We filed our
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      1     pre-election after that, and we thought we were



      2     good.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  And there's no



      4     activity since then?



      5          MR. ERLER:  Exactly.  I just did all 14



      6     subsequent reports Sunday.  Took about ten minutes



      7     to do all of them.  So we made the mistake of not



      8     properly reporting that we had disbanded, granted,



      9     but we never heard anything after that, didn't have



     10     any basis on which to think we should do anything



     11     else.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  The last report filed was the



     13     2019 pre-elect report filed October 17th of 2019,



     14     and there was a zero dollar balance.  He filed it



     15     online and did not check the box that this is the



     16     final report, but it was filed online.



     17          MR. ERLER:  Okay.  I agree with all that.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  I'd like to



     19     make a motion.  Since there's been nothing done



     20     with this account, no money coming in, no money



     21     going out, I would like to make a motion -- and his



     22     failure is that he failed to check the box that



     23     said disband the committee, which was obviously the



     24     intent.  So it's now been disbanded, there is no



     25     committee, there's nothing going on, so I move to
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      1     waive the charges.



      2          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd second that.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any discussion?



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I wouldn't be inclined to do



      5     that given that this is the fifth violation that



      6     this gentleman's committee has had before this



      7     Commission.  I understand that there's not been



      8     money in and out, but there's no way for the public



      9     to know what's happening unless there's actually



     10     reports that are filed timely.  I'm not inclined to



     11     support --



     12          MR. ERLER:  May I ask something?  These were



     13     referred to as settlements?



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We need to take a vote.



     15     There was a motion and a second.  So a motion and a



     16     second to waive the fees.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Are we not having



     18     discussion after the second?  We can do discussion.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Go ahead.  I'm sorry.



     20          MR. ERLER:  I think I heard it said that these



     21     things that happened throughout the years --



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So the five that



     23     you're referring to -- the five that you're



     24     referring to are the ones, the new ones or the



     25     prior ones?
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  Old ones, '18 and '19, '18 and



      2     '19 reports that were heard in '19 and '21, '22,



      3     '23.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'm just trying to be



      5     equitable to folks that --



      6          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Sure.  All right.  I



      7     want to amend my motion.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'd like to make a motion



      9     myself.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We have to vote on this one



     11     before we can --



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Or you can move to



     13     amend that.  It's on the floor, so -- but what is



     14     his total owed right now as it stands?



     15          MS. TAYLOR:  There's five causes.  They're



     16     each $1,000.



     17          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So that's $5,000.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  $5,000 plus whatever the mail



     19     cost is going from 66 cents to 78 cents.



     20          MR. ERLER:  And am I entitled to ask a



     21     question after your second?



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Not right now.



     23          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you want to amend



     24     my motion?



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I would be inclined to make a
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      1     motion to go full freight and impose the full



      2     amount just because there's not been a compelling



      3     reason to, other than the fact that there's not



      4     been transactions happening, to make any sort of



      5     discount to the amount given by law.



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, and if I -- so



      7     we're still having discussion.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Yeah.



      9          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  So when we talk about



     10     precedent, I know in the past where we have



     11     committees that have disbanded that have for



     12     whatever reason not -- I mean, I should say they've



     13     been inactive but they hadn't closed their account



     14     or they hadn't taken some other steps, and we have



     15     said if you go and close the account, if you close



     16     this committee, that we have waived the penalties



     17     in those situations.



     18          MR. WESTERCAMP:  In full?



     19          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Yes, we have.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And only because



     21     their bank account had been closed by a certain



     22     date.  The committee, they weren't doing anything.



     23     Nothing had been done after a date.  And in this



     24     case, like she said, we usually tell them go close



     25     your committee by this date to show us that there
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      1     really is nothing here, but they've already done



      2     it.  They've already closed it.



      3          Now, in light of the five prior violations



      4     before all this happened, if you want to do a --



      5     I'd be willing to do a reduction in fee to just



      6     make the point in case they do this in the future



      7     just to, I don't know, 250, 300.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  A $300 fine or $250 fine?



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah, $250 fine or



     10     $300 fine.  We've waived everything in the past,



     11     but we can.  We have discretion.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'd be interested in knowing



     13     what our chair thinks because you haven't spoken



     14     yet.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Well, I would probably be



     16     inclined to vote for the waiving, not because I



     17     don't think it's complete negligence that -- I



     18     don't know if your address has changed.  Obviously



     19     we all move around.  There's issues.



     20          MR. ERLER:  No.  I was always here.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  But that's not the



     22     Commission's and the staff's problem when you



     23     change your address and close a P.O. Box or



     24     whatever.  So I do think that that's on you and we



     25     shouldn't have to adjust accordingly because
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      1     everybody has their own set of issues.



      2          However, I think if it has been in the past to



      3     waive, I agree.  And there's no money, so it is you



      4     personally then having to do this, so I would



      5     probably be inclined to support waiving.  To me,



      6     the 250 or 300 seems very arbitrary to just pick a



      7     number, and I don't like the way that feels, so,



      8     yeah, I will probably vote for the motion that's on



      9     the floor.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And then my question



     11     is for one of our co-directors here.  Does it take



     12     all four of us?  Brad's nodding his head.  So we



     13     all four have to agree.  All four agree to waive,



     14     all four agree to levy a fine.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Correct.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And what happens if



     17     we don't have all four?  Nothing happens?



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  No action taken.



     19          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Actually I will correct.  It



     20     takes three of you to levy a fine because that's



     21     just by majority.  Really you need three votes



     22     under statute.  To waive, because that's under the



     23     3-9-4-18, the law says that all four members must



     24     vote to waive or reduce the proposed penalty.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And so then if you
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      1     only have three -- and that's the vote that Brad



      2     says everybody has to be onboard for, to waive



      3     requires four, and if you only have three, then it



      4     becomes -- if you only have three, then it becomes



      5     a no action?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Which means nothing



      8     happens with it?



      9          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The full fine.



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  We don't have to



     11     bring him back or anything else?  It just --



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No.  The fine.



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The fine still exists.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, the fine still



     15     exists.  Okay.  The full fine exists.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Then what, it comes up again



     17     later?



     18          MR. KING:  If you choose to put it on the



     19     agenda.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, we probably



     21     ought to vote.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can I just ask one more



     23     question?



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So this is back in 2019.  How
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      1     are we dealing with this in 2025?



      2          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Because this committee was not



      3     closed until recently, correct?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Last weekend.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Last week.  The committee



      6     stayed open the whole time.  He filed the last



      7     report in 2019 with a zero dollar balance, but he



      8     failed to mark the final disband box, which is the



      9     way they communicate -- committees communicate with



     10     us that their committee is closed.  We have no



     11     other way of knowing.



     12          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  That's what makes it



     13     for me.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  And you say there has been



     15     precedent where we have dismissed this where there



     16     haven't been any transactions?



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Right, exactly, where



     18     it's clear that the committee is not active, not



     19     going to be active.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Then let's go ahead and vote.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  There's a motion and a



     22     second to waive all of the penalties.  All those in



     23     favor say "aye."



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     25          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      3          Okay.



      4          MR. ERLER:  Thank you very much.  I tried to



      5     get from the bank an archived record of the bank



      6     account, and it's so old it's taking them a while



      7     to grant.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Have a good evening.



      9          MR. ERLER:  Thank you.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Go ahead.



     11          MR. AKE:  Good afternoon.  Thank you.  My name



     12     is James Ake, A-k-e.  I'm a treasurer of a -- and



     13     I'm the -- the matter -- the cause number -- got to



     14     get my glasses -- is 2025-7767-122, and it's the



     15     matter of Americans Against Progressive Elitist



     16     Policies.  And you have claimed that we failed to



     17     report finance -- filing financing reports.  The



     18     issue is whether we should be assessed a civil



     19     penalty for failing to file a campaign report with



     20     the Indiana Election Commission.  I'll just read



     21     this, but I can shorten it up.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Wait a minute.  Can



     23     we get the page number?



     24          MS. THOMPSON:  The first one is on page 69,



     25     American Against Progressive Elitist Policies.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Are there others?



      2          MS. THOMPSON:  Pretty much similar to the



      3     other one, there's five of them.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  So I'm sorry.  Just,



      5     Michelle, 2024 annual, 2024 pre-elect, 2024



      6     preprimary, 2023 annual, 2023 pre-elect, those are



      7     the five reports that you say were not filed on



      8     time?



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  Let me check.



     10          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I thought she meant



     11     there were five causes.



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  There are five causes, but



     13     those align with those reports.



     14          MS. THOMPSON:  Yes.  Aligned with these



     15     reports, correct.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And they were all $1,000 plus



     17     66 cents or 78 cents for mailing?



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  Yes.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  Thank you.  So we're



     20     looking at a total fine of $5,000 plus mailing



     21     costs.



     22          MR. AKE:  And so the notice of hearing was not



     23     sent to the resident agent of our corporation.



     24     Also, the name actually is officially known as



     25     Americans Against Progressive Elitist Policies,
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      1     Inc.  The resident agent's office is at 136 South



      2     Ninth Street, Suite 400, Noblesville, Indiana



      3     46060.  The notice was sent to 136 South Ninth



      4     Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana, which was



      5     not the address of either the chairman, treasurer,



      6     or resident agent and apparently is a typographical



      7     entry at the Secretary of State's office.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Can I just



      9     stop you for a minute.  Okay.  So you send notices



     10     to whomever is identified on the paperwork.



     11          MS. THOMPSON:  On the paperwork mailing



     12     address.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Mailing address that



     14     is provided by the campaign?



     15          MS. THOMPSON:  Correct.



     16          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So I'm unclear as to



     17     why you think it has to be the registered agent.



     18     The campaign declares who is supposed to be



     19     receiving it.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  It was a PAC.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I'm sorry, a PAC.



     22     The PAC fills out the paperwork and says this is



     23     who we want to receive this.  So it's not like



     24     service for a corp where you have to serve the



     25     registered agent.
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      1          MR. AKE:  I'm not disputing that.  I'm just



      2     stating the fact.



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I'm sorry.  May I just ask



      4     again because I'm looking at the committee



      5     information that's on our website.  Where did you



      6     say the notice was mailed to?



      7          MR. AKE:  The notice was sent to 136 South



      8     Ninth Street, Suite 42, Noblesville, Indiana 46060.



      9     Not the current notice.  It was mailed -- the



     10     current notice I got in August, when you sent out



     11     the letter, was to my address at 19650 McDonald



     12     Place.



     13          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Right.  So the committee, just



     14     so that you're aware, the PAC on the CFA-2



     15     statement of organization did use the 136 South



     16     Ninth Street, Suite 42, as the address for us to



     17     communicate with you.  And then I believe staff



     18     just said that the committee was closed, and so, as



     19     a result, information was sent to the treasurer's



     20     address on file.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  Again, this was when we were



     22     going to administratively dissolve, so we sent it



     23     to both chairman and treasurer.



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you.



     25          MR. AKE:  It is required to file -- let's see.
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      1     Okay.  IC 3-9-5-1 provides that IC 3-9-5 applies to



      2     political legal action committees.  If required to



      3     file a report, IC 3-9-5-2 requires --



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Sir, can I interrupt you for



      5     a moment.  I want to see you succeed, and one of



      6     the ways of that is that the members of this



      7     Commission understand the argument you're making.



      8          MR. AKE:  Right, right, right.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So let me just interrupt you



     10     and ask a question.



     11          MR. AKE:  Yes.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What is it that the



     13     Commission has said that you violated that you



     14     disagree with?  Can you explain it to me?



     15          MR. AKE:  We had no expenditure -- well, under



     16     Indiana code, there's a requirement that in the



     17     aggregate, if activities exceeded $100, that the



     18     report would be required.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Okay.



     20          MR. AKE:  We did not take in any -- we did not



     21     take in any receipts, we didn't open a bank



     22     account, we never activated the committee, and we



     23     never spent any money.  So under the Indiana code,



     24     we should not be fined for noncompliance because



     25     there was no -- under IC -- under the codes in the
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      1     state of Indiana, we were not required to file any



      2     reports.  So that's --



      3          MS. NUSSMEYER:  If I might, just for your



      4     background.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Sure.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So once the statement of



      7     organization is filed, in this case the CFA-2, the



      8     committee is open.  And they are required, when a



      9     committee is open, to file a report even if it's



     10     zero dollars.



     11          Now, for PACs, they have to report or itemize



     12     on a report any contribution or expenditure in



     13     excess of $100.  So you could have $1,000 in



     14     unitemized expenditures where they're not directly



     15     tied to a name that you would not have to itemize



     16     on Schedules A through whatever, A and B, right.



     17     But if the committee took in no contributions, made



     18     no expenditures, because they opened a committee



     19     with the State, they are obligated to file a report



     20     showing zero dollars raised or spent.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  I was just going to say the



     22     statement of organization, CFA-2, was filed with



     23     our office October 25, 2022, and no subsequent



     24     reports were ever filed in the last three years,



     25     which is why we were going to close them.  We
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      1     assume they have a zero balance because we don't



      2     know any different, and they met the three-year



      3     mark, and we were going to administratively



      4     dissolve them.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Sir, did you ever file -- do



      6     you agree with that statement?  Did you ever file



      7     anything?



      8          MR. AKE:  No, we did not file anything, and we



      9     didn't take in any funds.  We didn't solicit any



     10     funds.  And under -- the organization -- there's



     11     some requirements here too to that, and you see it



     12     in the letter.  I'm not going to regurgitate what's



     13     here.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  They did close the committee last



     15     weekend.



     16          MR. AKE:  When we were made aware of that,



     17     then I contacted the office immediately, the



     18     Commission immediately to resolve this.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What's the fine that's been



     20     proposed?



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  $5,000 plus the mail costs.  And



     22     the committee is closed.  They closed it after he



     23     received the notices.



     24          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd move to waive the



     25     fine because this seems consistent with whichever,
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      1     the one we heard that had a similar issue.  Was it



      2     just the last one?



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think so, yeah.



      4          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'll second that.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



      6     and a second to waive the penalties or the proposed



      7     fines.  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          Thank you.



     13          MR. AKE:  Thank you very much.  I appreciate



     14     your time today.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  You can go next.  Yeah.



     16          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Okay.  As stated previously,



     17     my name is Robin Williams, Robin Williams for



     18     Indiana.  I ran for state representative in 2022.



     19     I made the required report.  I did appear once



     20     previously.  I think I was a minute late on my



     21     report.  It didn't go through the interwebs quickly



     22     enough.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Hold on one second.  Can you



     24     remind us what page?



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  59.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Thank you.



      2          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Yes.  I'm sorry.  The



      3     administrative number again is 2025-7643-102.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.  Continue.



      5          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I remember pointedly



      6     dissolving the committee because at that time my



      7     husband -- I was putting together the report.  My



      8     husband found out he had cancer, and so I decided



      9     that I wouldn't be running again because I was



     10     going to devote my time to making him well.



     11     Unfortunately, that didn't happen.  He died a few



     12     months later.  And by the nature of what I do as an



     13     art curator and exhibition designer, I'm traveling



     14     all the time.  I was in Africa after that time.



     15          So I don't know if I missed some kind of



     16     notice saying that I needed to file another report,



     17     because I thought that when you check the box and



     18     you dissolve the committee that you didn't have to



     19     file another report.  So this is the first time I



     20     received a notice, and that's why today I was kind



     21     of mystified and confused as to why I was here.



     22     But it was my understanding that I dissolved the



     23     committee.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is there money still in the



     25     committee account now?
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  It is closed now.



      2          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do you know when it



      3     was closed?



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Hold on.  It was closed on



      5     January 22nd of 2024, and that report was due



      6     January 17th.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And the report was



      8     due January 17th?



      9          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     10          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I submitted a report in



     11     January '23 closing it at that time.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  The report filed January 17,



     13     2023, had a balance of $4.13, and you cannot close



     14     a committee with a balance.



     15          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Okay.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So it gets a little confusing



     17     because the report filed in January 2023 was for



     18     2022.  And so the report that was filed in



     19     January 2024 to close the committee, that was



     20     actually your annual for 2023, and that's the



     21     report --



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  That had $4.13.



     23          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Well, but 2022 annual is the



     24     one that had the $4 and change.



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  The 2023 annual is what



      2     brought us down to zero dollars and closed the



      3     committee.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And she did mark final disband



      6     because I see it on there.



      7          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, it is closed.



      8          MS. NUSSMEYER:  So that report to close it was



      9     the one that was late.



     10          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



     11          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Is there a reason why you



     13     didn't take the deal earlier?  You've only had one



     14     violation.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  She tried.



     16          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  I tried to take it.  That's



     17     why I came up.  I really didn't even know why I was



     18     here.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I was going to say I think we



     20     just needed a little more clarification.



     21          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Sure.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I thought she said



     23     she didn't want the deal and that she wanted to



     24     present.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I think it was more of a
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      1     point of clarification.



      2          MS. R. WILLIAMS:  Right.  I just wanted to be



      3     very clear about what happened and why I thought it



      4     was closed and I didn't have to make another



      5     report.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So it would be 25 percent?



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No.  It's her second



      8     visit so 50 percent.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I saw that.



     10     Okay.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I would move that we apply a



     12     50 percent fine for this committee.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Second.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And a second.  The 50 percent



     16     would be $150, and the mail cost is 66 cents.



     17          All those in favor say "aye."



     18          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     22          Okay.  Very good.  Thank you.



     23          I'm sorry.  I think I skipped you.



     24          MR. BORDERS:  The Senate always gets



     25     preference over the House.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I'm sorry.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  But you're the king.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Listen, I know who you are.



      4     Somehow I overlooked you.  That doesn't happen



      5     often.



      6          MR. BORDERS:  Well, and actually I'm pretty



      7     proud of myself.  I can actually pronounce the



      8     name --



      9          MR. YOUNG:  Can I ask a question real quick?



     10     I am under the weather.  If you're going to have



     11     another meeting, I can go to that.  I'm just not



     12     feeling well.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  We are not having another



     14     meeting.



     15          MS. NUSSMEYER:  He can ask for a continuance.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, that's true.  If you'd



     17     like to ask for a continuance -- I mean, you've



     18     already been up twice, so everybody has been



     19     waiting very patiently.



     20          MR. YOUNG:  Yeah.  No, that's all right.  I'm



     21     just sick is all, so I can't do anything.  I came



     22     when I was sick because I wanted to get it over, so



     23     I'll ask for a continuance then.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do I need to have it --



     25          MS. WARYCHA:  I'll just have him write it down
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      1     so we legitimately have something, and I'll put it



      2     on the record.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Perfect.  Go ahead.



      4          MS. NUSSMEYER:  I'd ask him to step aside so



      5     we don't have any obligation now.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Like close the matter or



      7     table the matter?



      8          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I thought we did



      9     table it.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I thought we did table it.



     11          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Yeah, we did.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Because you made a motion.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So here's my



     14     question:  He just went over everything with her in



     15     the back of the room.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Abbey's not going anywhere.



     17     It's fine.



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  You've got it?



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  Yeah, and actually that will work



     21     better for this.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  Great.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  Go ahead.



     24          MR. BORDERS:  No, no.  You're fine.  You're



     25     fine.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you for everybody's



      2     patience.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do we need to make a



      4     motion for him to untable?



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  No.  We tabled it.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And we'll consider the



      7     continuances at the end.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Perfect.  Okay.



      9          MR. BORDERS:  My name is Bruce Borders.  I



     10     serve as a State Rep down in District 45, and I



     11     believe what the allegation was in my situation



     12     was, I think, a large contribution report.



     13          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, page 94 and 95,



     14     he's got two here.



     15          MR. BORDERS:  And the bottom line is that I



     16     know in the past I think I've had one previous



     17     violation.  Does that sound reasonable?



     18          MS. TAYLOR:  This is your fourth.



     19          MR. BORDERS:  Okay.  Well, who's counting?



     20          MR. WESTERCAMP:  You know, it's interesting,



     21     no one has overestimated the number of times



     22     they've been in front of the Commission today.



     23          MR. BORDERS:  I will ask, though, if you don't



     24     mind, what was the previous?  How many years ago



     25     has that been?
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      1          MS. TAYLOR:  2008 was the most recent.



      2          MR. BORDERS:  All right.  Well, and the reason



      3     I share that, and there is a reason for sharing



      4     that, that was back before we were doing -- we had



      5     to file everything with computer.  And that's a



      6     game changer, and, in fact, that's one of the



      7     things, as somebody who has been in many, many



      8     campaigns, I can still remember when Peggy Mayfield



      9     was introducing the legislation to have everything



     10     done on computer.  I was like, oh, man, you know.



     11     But the thing about it in the past, if you did get



     12     a contribution, a large contribution or whatever,



     13     you can fax it in and, boom, it's done.



     14          So what ended up happening, one of the two



     15     contributions I got -- and particularly if you're



     16     in a tough race, and some of you have may remember



     17     I had a very interesting entertaining case on a



     18     residency challenge from three years ago, and it



     19     was very interesting.  And, well, that individual



     20     happened to run again, and it was -- so I knew it



     21     was going to be a tough race with top tier



     22     opponents, quite frankly.



     23          So I actually did -- the reason that you all



     24     even know that I did have the large contributions



     25     is because I did submit those large contributions.
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      1     And then when I was talking to Michelle I think in



      2     the final filing, I believe it was, she said, well,



      3     you've got a couple of outstanding large



      4     contributions here that you've not finalized, and I



      5     didn't even realize.



      6          Part of it is -- just to give you an idea of



      7     an actual campaign day, you're up early that



      8     morning.  You're out going door to door.  My days



      9     always ended at 10:00 p.m.  I would quit



     10     campaigning at 9 o'clock because when you're



     11     showing up at houses after 9 o'clock in the spring



     12     and that late in the campaign, people think



     13     you're -- just basically you're a stalker or



     14     whatever.  So 9 o'clock, that's about when the sun



     15     was going down that late in the campaign.  You get



     16     home at 10:00.



     17          I don't use this for responding to campaign



     18     finance things and so forth from the HRCC.  That's



     19     not an excuse.  It's just not comfortable for me to



     20     do that.  So when I get home from campaigning all



     21     day, knowing that we're going to be out the next



     22     day doing that, I'm looking to see did I get any



     23     messages from HRCC, did I get any messages from the



     24     state Republican committee, whether it be a mailer



     25     or whatever.  And so it's not like you necessarily
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      1     got a check in the mail and you go, I'm not going



      2     to report this again.  As Senator Young had shared



      3     earlier, the primary purpose of that is so you're



      4     not holding anything back from anybody.



      5          Well, I did -- as soon as I got those notices,



      6     I would go onto the computer, type in my password,



      7     and as Michelle can also tell you, there are times



      8     you can't even log into the system.  It's tough at



      9     times.  I mean, it really is.  There were times, if



     10     you remember, that you actually had to go in and



     11     reboot something just so I could even log in.  And



     12     that's not an excuse.  I'm not looking to blame



     13     anybody, but I'm just telling you that's the real



     14     world of campaigning for office.



     15          And so I did file those large contributions.



     16     What I didn't realize is there was a final -- a



     17     finalization that you had to do, which I was



     18     thinking was like on your final campaign report or



     19     whatever, and so I thought, okay, those are all



     20     filed.  And even when I was trying to reach some of



     21     our finance people with the House Republican



     22     Campaign Committee, they weren't able to be reached



     23     because they were out going door to door.  I



     24     remember frequently they were in Sharon Nagle's



     25     race and so forth up in -- well, not quite
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      1     northwest Indiana but the western side of the



      2     state.  And so reaching people can be really tough.



      3          And so I just want you to be aware that the



      4     bottom line is that, in my mind and in my heart, I



      5     had filed, I had indeed filed those, and that's



      6     why, again, you even were aware that those had been



      7     filed.  And what I hadn't done is gone to one more



      8     page and done a finalization like you have to do on



      9     a campaign finance report.  And, again, not blaming



     10     anybody, but it is a software issue.  It's



     11     something when you think -- and especially keep in



     12     mind three years ago I never had any large campaign



     13     finance reports to file, unfortunately.  And so



     14     this was the first time I had had those, you know,



     15     to even do.  Again, I thought that they were done.



     16     And so when I filed them in there, they were kind



     17     of hanging out there in no man's land.



     18          So I am asking for a waiver.  And you might



     19     say, well, why didn't you take a deal.  Well, I



     20     felt like I had to explain my side of the story



     21     just so you understood what really happened.



     22          MS. WARYCHA:  I'm sorry to interrupt.  The



     23     five minutes is up.  I just didn't run the timer



     24     quite as well because I was doing this continuance.



     25     Sorry.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's all right.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So let me ask you,



      3     Representative Borders, if we're inclined to grant



      4     the waiver, what do you think is a fair penalty to



      5     impose?



      6          MR. BORDERS:  I mean, even -- I hate the fact



      7     that it's a penalty because -- and I'm going to



      8     answer with a political answer here, but it's a



      9     sincere one.  What happens is that, when an



     10     opponent runs against you, they put you in an



     11     orange jumpsuit and they put you behind bars.  And



     12     I'm serious.  I'm just telling.  If you don't



     13     believe that talk to Brooks LaPlante, who paid for



     14     his own signs.



     15          So, I mean, 25 percent, I would love to see



     16     that.  I'd love to see nothing because, again, my



     17     argument was that I did file them.  I just didn't



     18     realize there was another step that had to be done.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So what exactly happened?



     20          MS. THOMPSON:  He entered the contributions.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  This came up earlier, I



     22     think.



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  This came up with Senator



     24     Jackson, who added the contribution and then didn't



     25     file the report.  It is a two-step process.
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      1          MS. THOMPSON:  He just didn't go through with



      2     it and hit the file button.  He entered them in the



      3     queue.



      4          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So you report it, and



      5     then you have to --



      6          MS. THOMPSON:  There's another step that he



      7     did not do.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  The CFA?



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  The CFA, yes.



     10          MR. BORDERS:  But, again, I had never had -- I



     11     had never had large contributions before since we



     12     had gone to everybody having to upload it on the



     13     software.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  So let me --



     15     by the way, I love your Elvis.  I've seen it.



     16          MR. BORDERS:  Well, thank you.  That right



     17     there is worth a lot.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So but anyway, here



     19     is the problem:  Senator La Keisha Jackson --



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  We didn't rule on



     21     hers.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  We didn't rule on



     23     hers, but she knows that she's going to be



     24     getting -- she's going to file the CFAs, and she



     25     knows then that makes her filing late, so she's
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      1     going to get hit for that.



      2          The CFA, as we've said here today, everybody



      3     is presumed to know the law.  CFA is a required



      4     filing.  I'm sure the page probably said next or



      5     something, or go, but if it's a separate document



      6     separate from what you file, then you're supposed



      7     to know that.  So that's the problem.  And this



      8     is -- you know, you were here.  This is your fourth



      9     time here, and so --



     10          MR. BORDERS:  This is only my first time here



     11     since we've been filing it electronically.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  But we take that into



     13     account for everybody.  They don't get that



     14     distinction.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It doesn't reset whenever the



     16     process changes.



     17          MR. BORDERS:  I understand, but it should.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Well, then you're the



     19     legislator.



     20          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  We have some other



     21     ideas for you too.



     22          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So how much is the



     23     fine for total, $1,200?



     24          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Plus $1.36 for mailing.



     25          MS. THOMPSON:  $1,300.
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      1          MR. BORDERS:  May I throw one other little



      2     caveat in there, though?



      3          MS. THOMPSON:  94 and 95.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  There's one on 94 and 95.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah, because it's two 600s



      6     and then the 100.



      7          MS. NUSSMEYER:  We missed that one.  Sorry.



      8          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So it's $1,300, and



      9     he does not qualify for a discount, can't give him



     10     the deal.



     11          MS. THOMPSON:  No.  This is his --



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So what if -- I move that we



     13     just knock it down to $1,000.  There's no



     14     substantial compliance under the law, but he did



     15     attempt to do this.  However, you have to file it



     16     to file it.  Whether you click two buttons or one,



     17     you still have to do it.  But I'm inclined to just



     18     say let's just knock it down a little bit to $1,000



     19     and let it be there.



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So what's going to



     21     happen with -- let me ask a question here of the



     22     staff.  So the situation with Senator Jackson, when



     23     she files the CF-4s, she's going to be coming here



     24     the same way, right?



     25          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.
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      1          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Do we have



      2     precedent -- because we are setting precedent.  If



      3     we have not done this before, we are setting



      4     precedent today as to how we're going to be



      5     handling this.  So if we haven't done it before,



      6     this is one -- you've been on here the longest, and



      7     these people on the ends have been here forever, so



      8     if we haven't done it before, then, first, do we



      9     want to do that, and if we want to do that, how



     10     much?



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  It's a slippery



     12     slope.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  I'm not supportive of



     14     an arbitrary number.  I just can't support that



     15     because that, to me, opens you up to the



     16     consistency issue because if you're just saying,



     17     oh, let's make it a thousand dollars, well, when



     18     this other gal comes back, like you said, I forget



     19     how many she had --



     20          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Three or four.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  And then everything is



     22     a little -- you can't compare any of these



     23     situations.  I think it's really hard to be



     24     consistent, in my opinion.



     25          MR. BORDERS:  But I might mention I'm arguing
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      1     in my case, not hers.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Right.  But I think in the



      3     case of the Commission we have to consider this --



      4          MR. BORDERS:  Sure.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  It's precedential.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Every case is different but



      7     similar in some ways.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  We're not bound by prior



      9     decisions of this Commission, right?



     10          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  No.  We're bound by



     11     the law.  We have discretion --



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Right.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  -- on the amount of



     14     fine, correct, Co-Director King?  Right?



     15          MR. KING:  Commissioner, that's correct,



     16     within the parameters by statute you have



     17     flexibility.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Right.  So we have



     19     that flexibility, and so it's left up to us under



     20     what circumstances do we exercise it.  And in this



     21     particular case, under these particular facts,



     22     we've never done it before.



     23          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Well, yes, and I think,



     24     Commissioner Celestino-Horseman -- excuse me.  It's



     25     late and I start to forget names.  It's really
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      1     actually pinning on the point that I'm thinking



      2     about, is that under statute you have the



      3     discretion of lowering the proposed penalty to



      4     whatever you want.



      5          But we are under AOPA, and while I am not as



      6     fluent in AOPA as others are, because it comes up



      7     here in these meetings, I would still say that most



      8     likely there is case law on being accused and



      9     someone appealing a decision of this Commission to



     10     a court on an abuse of discretion of the



     11     administrative law judges or what have you.  But



     12     that would be the only thing I would mention, but,



     13     again, I am not as familiar with AOPA as I am with



     14     state election law.



     15          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  One of the standards



     16     on judicial review is whether the decision is



     17     arbitrary or capricious, right, and that's the



     18     argument.  So even though we're not necessarily



     19     bound by what we do in the past, that's why we talk



     20     about it so that we're just not kind of willy-nilly



     21     changing things all the time.  I mean, change can



     22     be fine.  I'm not saying we're willy-nilly changing



     23     things.



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Are we inclined to show any



     25     judicial grace to Representative Borders today in
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      1     this?



      2          MR. BORDERS:  Absolutely.



      3          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  The more we talk



      4     about it, no.



      5          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I don't think I'm



      6     ready to descend down that slippery slope yet.  We



      7     haven't done it before, and so -- and I certainly



      8     understand he's a nice guy, and he's been somewhat



      9     entertaining, a nice break in our day and all that,



     10     and I understand what you're saying.  But I think



     11     I'm going to make a motion.  You can move to amend.



     12     I'm going to move that the full fine be enforced on



     13     this case, which is $1,200 plus --



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  No.  It's $1,300.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  I was just going to



     16     say $1,200 plus $100 -- thank you -- plus --



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  $2.04.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  -- $2.04 in postage.



     19     So that represents both complaints that have been



     20     filed -- three.



     21          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  I'd second that.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any more discussion



     23     amongst the membership?



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I guess the only thing I



     25     would say with respect to my distinguished
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      1     colleagues is, it seems to me a more egregious



      2     thing where some of these committees have failed to



      3     file altogether and we waived the fee entirely than



      4     the case that's in front of us today.



      5          So that's just my thinking on that is, when we



      6     had some of these other petitioners that were up



      7     here and they didn't check the box to close their



      8     committee and there was a number of years that



      9     passed and we didn't fine them anything, you know,



     10     then I guess that's just my perspective on it, for



     11     the benefit of others.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  And I think the



     13     distinction there is that those committees were



     14     closed.  They hadn't done anything since the date



     15     of their last --



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Well, they were closed.  I



     17     understand that.



     18          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Yeah.  And they were



     19     closed before the payment, I think, on all of them.



     20     So in this case, the committee is still going.



     21     Committee has been -- whether you had to file it by



     22     computer or whatever, you've had to file that CFA



     23     form for a while.  And so I would -- and that's why



     24     I say, you know, giving grace is -- I like to give



     25     grace, but, you know, this is a brand-new area, and
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      1     it's an open committee, and so I just --



      2          MR. BORDERS:  I did file it, though.  I did.



      3          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  It deals with the



      4     large campaign donations, which is something of



      5     real interest to the public and everything.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



      7     and a second to impose the penalty or the proposed



      8     fines on all three of these cause numbers totaling



      9     $1,302.04.



     10          All those in favor say "aye."



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     12          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     14          MR. WESTERCAMP:  No.



     15          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  So we put it back on



     16     the agenda for the next time.



     17          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  No, no, no.  That's a



     18     waiver.



     19          MR. KOCHEVAR:  If three people voted yes, you



     20     can impose the penalty.  You only need your three.



     21          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Oh, yeah, that's



     22     right.  I thought, damn, we're going to have to do



     23     this again.  Excuse the language.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



     25          MR. BORDERS:  Thank you.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.



      2          MR. COUCH:  Can I go next?



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Hold on.  I've been



      4     going back and forth.



      5          MR. COUCH:  I have a very -- I have a



      6     contracted appointment I have to be at at



      7     6 o'clock.  I've got to be out of here like now.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I'll let you go next.



      9          MR. COUCH:  Appreciate it.  Thank you very



     10     much.



     11          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Well, like I said,



     12     I've got a proxy here.



     13          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  There's mine.



     14          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Tony is my proxy, so



     15     what do I do?  I've never had a proxy before.  What



     16     do I do?



     17          MS. NUSSMEYER:  It's already been filed, so



     18     swap seats.



     19          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Okay.  I'm going to,



     20     since both of our proxies are here...



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's funny because I was



     22     thinking you had cases and I was thinking I can't



     23     let you cut.  I thought that in my mind.  I can't



     24     do that.



     25          (Discussion held off the record.)
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We want the record to



      2     reflect -- how do we do that?



      3          MS. WARYCHA:  Maria is on the record still,



      4     so, Maria, we're subbing in two proxies.



      5          Would you mind to each state and spell your



      6     name.  I'll start with you first, sir.



      7          MR. OVERHOLT:  Tony Overholt, O-v-e-r-h-o-l-t.



      8          MS. WARYCHA:  And he is serving as proxy for



      9     Suzannah Wilson Overholt.



     10          And then Karen Celestino-Horseman's proxy.



     11          MS. COLBERT:  Dayna Colbert, D-a-y-n-a,



     12     C-o-l-b-e-r-t.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Perfect.  Okay.  Now, go



     14     ahead.  Sorry.



     15          MR. COUCH:  My name is John L. Couch, is how



     16     my candidacy is -- on my candidacy, my campaign



     17     finance is Couch for Indy, and I don't have my



     18     cause number.



     19          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, that's on



     20     page 195, Couch for Indiana.  That's 2025-7519-359.



     21     He has a civil penalty of $350.68, and this is his



     22     first time before the Commission.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Go ahead.



     24          MR. COUCH:  I filed my finance report before



     25     the deadline, and then I received a notice that the
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      1     finance committee did not -- or finance department



      2     didn't get it.  So I went ahead and filed it right



      3     away, and so -- but I filed it in time.  I do not



      4     know what happened.



      5          The majority of time, when I have filed my



      6     finance reports, I go in to the Secretary of



      7     State's office and deal with Ms. Thompson.



      8     However, this time I did not, but I did do it in



      9     time, I did it correctly, and then I was notified



     10     that it was not filed.  I filed it again right



     11     away.



     12          And so my campaign has zero dollars.  I



     13     haven't taken money in, I haven't paid anything



     14     out, and so I request that you dismiss this because



     15     I have been on time with my finance reports before,



     16     and I'm caught up until January 2026.



     17          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Abbey or Michelle, can you



     18     confirm if the committee is open or closed?



     19          MS. TAYLOR:  The committee is open.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Thank you.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  With a zero balance.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So this relates to the



     23     preprimary report?



     24          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes, yes.



     25          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And Mr. Couch claims that the
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      1     report was filed on time.  Does the system show --



      2          MS. TAYLOR:  I looked at the log, and the



      3     system did not show Mr. Couch logging in between



      4     January of 2024 and April 25th of 2024.



      5          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And the report was due?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  April 17th, 18th, 19th.



      7          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.  Thank you.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Were you here earlier when we



      9     were doing our deals?  We just were curious why you



     10     didn't take the deal.



     11          MR. COUCH:  Because I'd ask that this be



     12     dismissed so, if there's any issues down the road,



     13     it won't go against me.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So say that again



     15     about the log-in.  You didn't show that he had



     16     logged in.



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  The log, the event log on the



     18     online database, does not show anybody logging in



     19     between January of '24 and April 25th of '24.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     21          MR. COUCH:  I don't know what your log showed,



     22     but I did file a report prior to the -- I filed my



     23     reports.  I've filed them on time.  I do not know



     24     what happened.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.
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      1          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I move to assess the penalty



      2     in full.



      3          MS. COLBERT:  I second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  All those in favor --



      5     we have a motion and a second to --



      6          MR. COUCH:  Hold on a second.  People have



      7     come up here and said they have zero dollars and --



      8          MS. WARYCHA:  I'm sorry, sir.  You only get to



      9     make a point whenever you have permission from the



     10     chair.  At this point they're in discussions, so



     11     you'll have to give them --



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Since there's been a motion.



     13          MR. COUCH:  I have zero dollars in my account.



     14     I haven't had any money in my account --



     15          MS. WARYCHA:  Sir, we have to ask you to



     16     please give the Commission a moment.



     17          MR. COUCH:  -- and you still want to charge me



     18     $350.  I disagree with you.  This Commission



     19     refused to hear my complaint against Mike Pence and



     20     Karlee Macer, but yet you're going to charge me



     21     $350.  I filed on time.



     22          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Mr. Couch, if you don't like



     23     the decision of the Commission, you can appeal it



     24     to a court, but no vote has been taken.  There's a



     25     motion on the floor.
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      1          MR. COUCH:  Well, I already have a civil suit



      2     open against the State of Indiana, so I'll take it



      3     back there, because I filed it on time.  I have



      4     worked with Ms. Thompson --



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I don't know how the other



      6     Commissioners feel just during this comment



      7     section.  I would have probably supported the



      8     25 percent just because he hasn't been before us



      9     before.  So can you explain maybe why you're



     10     thinking the full penalty, just because he didn't



     11     take the deal?



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  You mentioned that he didn't



     13     want it.  He wanted to justify himself.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  That's true.  And others, I



     15     think -- just in keeping precedent, others had come



     16     up and said there were some issues or they had some



     17     questions.  Okay.  That's fair.



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  And, Madam Chair, I might add



     19     that even in these discussions from past Commission



     20     meetings, the commissioners have sought to issue



     21     the full fine or another partial fine, if that's



     22     what they opted to do, to kind of fall in line with



     23     that plea agreement, but ultimately it's your



     24     decision.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Thank you.
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      1          Okay.  Any more discussion, comments?



      2          There's been a motion and a second to pursue



      3     the proposed fine of $350 and --



      4          MR. COUCH:  Well, you've made your decision.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- the mail cost of



      6     68 cents --



      7          MR. COUCH:  I disagree.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  -- for a total of $350.68.



      9          MR. COUCH:  How many of you guys are



     10     Democrats?



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor signify by



     12     saying "aye."



     13          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     14          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     15          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     17          MR. COUCH:  See you in court.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     19          MR. MYERS:  Do I get bonus points?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  So I guess next time you're



     21     sitting up front.



     22          MR. MYERS:  Yeah.  Hi.



     23          MS. TAYLOR:  Thank you for your patience.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  Thank you for your



     25     patience.
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      1          MR. MYERS:  Thank you.  My name is Jonathan



      2     Meyers, J-o-n-a-t-h-a-n, M-y-e-r-s.  I am the



      3     current treasurer of the Third District



      4     Congressional Committee.  We have two matters.  One



      5     is 2025-4694-140, and --



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Give us one second here to



      7     find it.



      8          MR. MYERS:  Just don't want to waste all my



      9     five minutes.



     10          MS. WARYCHA:  I'm paused.  You're on pause.



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  That's on page 78.



     12          MR. MYERS:  And the second one is



     13     2025-4694-333.



     14          MS. TAYLOR:  That's on page 182.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  182.  Okay.  Go ahead.



     16          MR. MYERS:  Okay.  So I am the current



     17     treasurer of the committee.  I was elected



     18     March 8th of this year, and we're trying to clean



     19     up some stuff that happened previously.



     20          So with respect to -140, our previous



     21     treasurer was three days late filing.  He was sick,



     22     his wife had a stroke, and he has since passed



     23     away, so I don't know what the exact circumstances



     24     were as to why he was three days late.



     25          Then on March 2nd of 2024, he passed away and
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      1     we as -- well, the committee at the time had



      2     problems getting the records from his family and



      3     got to the point where our vice chairman went to



      4     the family, got the records.  We still had time to



      5     file the preprimary report on the 19th, but our



      6     vice chairman's son then passed away a couple days



      7     before the deadline, and so we were seven days late



      8     on filing that report.



      9          I would have taken the deal earlier and saved



     10     my entire afternoon, but I didn't know what the



     11     extent of the fines were nor whether we had any



     12     prior situations that had come up before this.



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  What are you asking for



     14     specifically?



     15          MR. MYERS:  So I would like you to consider



     16     either waiving the fines or reducing the fines.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So you've been -- not



     18     you specifically, but the committee has been before



     19     the board.



     20          MS. TAYLOR:  They've been before the



     21     Commission twice, and they've paid three settlement



     22     agreements, so this is their sixth delinquency.



     23          MR. MYERS:  Do you know what years those were?



     24     Just curious for my own...



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  There's a few listed.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  2018 pre-elect, 2021 annual,



      2     2022 pre-elect, 2023 pre-elect, 2024 preprimary,



      3     and one more in 2018.



      4          MS. TAYLOR:  It looks like there were some



      5     before that, but we only go back to the five most



      6     recent.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  It's very difficult, I know,



      8     when there's -- you know, it's different on a



      9     campaign when it's typically the same people.  I



     10     know in this situation it's different because it's



     11     rotating, and obviously with a death it makes it



     12     even another complication, but...



     13          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Were there other members that



     14     were available to step in?  I mean, obviously,



     15     there's --



     16          MR. MYERS:  Well, the chairman and vice chair



     17     are here if you -- they have both been sworn in if



     18     you have any specific questions for them.



     19          MR. WESTERCAMP:  This is your defense.  Make



     20     your best case to us now.  If you've got something



     21     to say, say it.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  He's like, wow, I drew the



     23     short stick on this one.



     24          MR. MYERS:  Would either of you like to say



     25     anything?
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      1          MR. RING:  Only that the last one --



      2          MS. WARYCHA:  Please say your name.



      3          MR. MYERS:  Come up here and state your name.



      4          MS. WARYCHA:  It's Rick Ring.



      5          MR. RING:  I knew I'd end up here sometime.



      6     There is no defense actually.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  State your name.



      8          MR. RING:  Rick Ring.  I'm vice chair of



      9     District Three Congressional Committee.  No excuse



     10     on the last one.  I had taken over for Ron after



     11     Ron passed away.  We still don't have the stuff



     12     that his family has.  We had to close everything



     13     out and refile.  But then my son passed away so I



     14     was, I think, four days late getting this one



     15     filed.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And that was --



     17          MR. RING:  It would have in '24.



     18          MR. MYERS:  The 2024 preprimary.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I got you.



     20          MR. RING:  And I will say that the chair and I



     21     had no knowledge of any of those that were before,



     22     the previous.  I had no idea that any of these



     23     other ones were late.  I thought the one with Ron



     24     and this one were the only two we had.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  Well, I feel like I
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      1     wish I could say let's make you a deal, but in the



      2     situation of this being the sixth time, I don't --



      3     the precedent of the Commission doesn't allow for



      4     that necessarily, which I'm sorry.



      5          I don't know if the other members are --



      6          MR. MYERS:  We would take an unprecedented



      7     deal.



      8          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I'm sure.  This is my



      9     first day and his too.



     10          MS. COLBERT:  I think in these current times I



     11     would like to stick to a little bit of precedence.



     12          MR. OVERHOLT:  I think that's right.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So do we have a



     14     motion?



     15          MS. COLBERT:  I'll make the motion to assess



     16     the full fine.



     17          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     18          MR. MYERS:  And could I ask, what is the full



     19     fine?



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Okay.  So on cause



     21     number that ends -333, it's $400.68.  So 400 is the



     22     fine, 68 cents for the mailing.  And on cause



     23     number ending -140, it's $200 and then 66 cents for



     24     the mail.  So it's a total of --



     25          MS. COLBERT:  $601.34.

�



                                                          222



      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  $601.34.  Okay.  So we have a



      2     motion.  Do we have a second?



      3          MR. OVERHOLT:  I'll second.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  And a second for the proposed



      5     finding of $601.34.  All those in favor say "aye."



      6          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     10          Okay.  Thank you.



     11          MR. MYERS:  You'll send us a bill?



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  There will be an order.



     13          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  You'll get notice.



     14          MR. MYERS:  Great.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Thank you.  Sorry.  Thank you



     16     for being so patient.



     17          And you're the lucky last --



     18          MS. NUSSMEYER:  She bills by the hour.



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  The last hoorah.



     20          MS. DOYLE:  This is pro bono.



     21          MS. TAYLOR:  This is on page 223.  This is



     22     McCormick for Governor, Cause No. 2025-6797-414,



     23     proposed civil penalty of $1,000.78.  It is their



     24     fourth time before the Commission.



     25          MS. DOYLE:  Hi.  Thank you, Commissioners.
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      1     Brittany Doyle, B-r-i-t-t-a-n-y, Doyle, D-o-y-l-e.



      2          The penalty assessed against McCormick for



      3     Governor is for a late file contribution report, a



      4     CFA-11.  The contribution in question was not a



      5     contribution at all but rather a refund from a



      6     vendor.



      7          So if you look at page 2 of the packet that I



      8     provided, the quarterly report that was filed by



      9     the committee received funds of $85,444.50 from



     10     Sage Media Planning and Placement, and that is the



     11     committee's -- was the committee's media buy vendor



     12     for the '24 election cycle.  In the second box on



     13     that form, you will see that the committee noted



     14     that there was a reimbursement from the vendor for



     15     unused media ad buys, and that was sort of to



     16     delineate that these funds were not a contribution



     17     but rather a refund from the vendor of payments.



     18          On the third page of your packet, I did pull a



     19     list from the IEC website of all the disbursements



     20     McCormick for Governor made to this vendor to



     21     verify the refund.  They were a substantial



     22     payment, I think by 3.2 million.



     23          In looking at the 2024 campaign finance



     24     manual, it does define contribution as any donation



     25     accepted by a candidate's committee and made for
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      1     the purpose of influencing an Indiana election.  As



      2     this was a vendor refund, these funds were not a



      3     contribution made for the purpose of influencing an



      4     election.  And it was the committee's understanding



      5     at the time that it accepted this refund that a



      6     CFA-11 was not needed because it did not -- we



      7     didn't believe that it followed the definition of a



      8     contribution because it wasn't to influence an



      9     election.



     10          Additionally, page 4 of your packet, Sage



     11     Media Planning and Placement is incorporated,



     12     meaning that if this had been a contribution, it



     13     would have absolutely violated the limits itself.



     14          So the committee is asking that the Commission



     15     waive this penalty in full.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So this one is



     17     different.



     18          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Can the staff act as kind of



     19     a proxy of a prosecutor?  What's the State's case



     20     against this campaign?  I mean, I understand, I



     21     think, a little better.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  So they added the contribution to



     23     the online site.  They added the refund as a



     24     contribution because it's income.  There's no



     25     other -- there's contributions and expenditures.
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      1     There's nothing else.  So it's positive or it's



      2     negative.  And so it's coming into the account.



      3     Yes, it's a refund, but they add the contribution.



      4     It auto generates the, hey, you're a statewide



      5     candidate, you've got to file this CFA-11 within



      6     seven days.  They didn't.  They waited two and a



      7     half, three months.



      8          The only thing I can say is that on the other



      9     side of this, being for like audit purposes, we



     10     would not have pursued the audit because a refund



     11     is not a contribution for audit purposes.  It



     12     wouldn't be above the contribution limits for a



     13     corporation because it's a refund and not a direct



     14     contribution.



     15          MS. DOYLE:  And if it's helpful, my



     16     background, I do compliance for mostly applicable



     17     party committees, but I work with the Federal



     18     Election Commission, I work with several other



     19     states, and I've never seen an instance where a



     20     refund would require a large contribution, again,



     21     because it's not considered a contribution.



     22          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'm wondering -- I'm inclined



     23     to table this particular matter and ask for



     24     something in writing just because this is a little



     25     bit nuanced, and I want to be sure that we're
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      1     actually following what General Assembly set forth



      2     in statute.



      3          Do other commissioners have strong opinions



      4     about this particular case?  I mean, to me, it



      5     seems like it raises some novel legal questions.



      6          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.



      7          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So I'd like to be the



      8     beneficiary of briefing on this from the campaign



      9     and also the staff, if people were so inclined.



     10          MR. KOCHEVAR:  Commissioner, certainly,



     11     because we would have to explain, and I don't know



     12     if we can explain it in the time here or in this



     13     context, better put in writing, but we need to go



     14     through the discussion of what is the definition of



     15     a contribution, including the -- which Brittany has



     16     referred to that there are a number of pieces which



     17     makes a piece of property a committee gets a



     18     contribution as opposed to other income.



     19          But we also have to discuss, though there



     20     isn't a lot of statutes on this, what other



     21     committees can get in the form of income because



     22     other income must be reported because it is a



     23     requirement of the Campaign Finance Act that, when



     24     you file your campaign finance reports, you must



     25     report the cash on hand.
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      1          And since -- this would go to a third part



      2     then on how you can use campaign dollars, is that



      3     campaign dollars can be used to be invested into



      4     money market account or what have you, and then you



      5     can get that income to use for political purposes.



      6     And we would need to put that into our write-up to



      7     you as well about how does that get done and how we



      8     see in the past how that usually is going to get



      9     reported, and probably, again, talk about the



     10     delinquencies of our very old campaign finance



     11     system.



     12          MR. WESTERCAMP:  I'd like to move to this



     13     Commission that we table this matter pending



     14     further briefing from the campaign and the staff on



     15     the legal definitions that are at play from statute



     16     and any other factual considerations we should



     17     consider at the next meeting.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yeah.  So we have a motion to



     19     table this just for further review.  Do we have a



     20     second?



     21          MS. COLBERT:  I'll second.



     22          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion



     23     and a second to table this issue for discussion at



     24     an upcoming meeting, which will be advertised.



     25          All those in favor say "aye."
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      1          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      2          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      4          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      5          Okay.  Thank you.



      6          MS. DOYLE:  Thank you very much.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I think that's



      8     everyone.  Thank you for being so patient.



      9          MS. DOYLE:  No problem.  Thank you all.  I



     10     appreciate your time.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So at this point there



     12     is the matter of continuances.  So would the



     13     campaign finance staff identify any matters for



     14     which a motion for continuance was received for



     15     today's meeting.



     16          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Is this under the green tab?



     17          MS. TAYLOR:  There's no tab.



     18          MS. THOMPSON:  We just have a list of cause



     19     numbers for you and names of committees.



     20          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Okay.



     21          MS. THOMPSON:  2025-7783-167, Fight Back



     22     Indiana has asked for a continuance; 2025-7838-292,



     23     Jay County Democrats; 2025-7838-323, oh, another



     24     Jay Democrats; 2025-7551-89, Grassroots PAC;



     25     2025-7551-317, the second Grassroots PAC;
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      1     2025-7610-253 and -96, Martin Del Rio for Indiana,



      2     he has two causes; 2025-7533-87, -316, and -242,



      3     Indiana PA Political Action Committee;



      4     2025-7923-324, -367, and -281, Jim for Indiana;



      5     2025-7669-107, Citizens for Tim Radice;



      6     2025-7944-1, Watermelon Jim for State Rep;



      7     2025-7642-101, Committee to Elect Shemanski;



      8     2025-7277-60, Hancock County for Progress, they



      9     have five; 2023-7696-158 Jefferson County



     10     Libertarian.  This one at the very last meeting was



     11     issued a final continuance grant.  It was granted



     12     for its last continuance.  They again asked for a



     13     continuance this meeting.



     14          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Michelle, could you remind us



     15     what the Commission did.  Well, they set a policy



     16     at that Commission meeting that we gave them a



     17     certain number of continuances and said that was



     18     your final.



     19          Co-Director King, do you recall or co-counsel?



     20     We can go back and look under meeting minutes if we



     21     have to pull that one out.



     22          MS. TAYLOR:  They have -- the Commission has



     23     for the past several years granted two continuances



     24     and on the second continuance said this is your



     25     final continuance that we will grant.  That was
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      1     what the Libertarian Party of Jefferson County was



      2     given at the September of '23 hearing.  They have



      3     asked for now a third continuance on this cause



      4     from 2022.



      5          MR. KING:  Madam Chairman, to address the



      6     question posed, yes, I think the Commission's past



      7     practice has been accurately stated with regard to



      8     continuances in an initial continuance, which I



      9     understand is the case for all the ones listed



     10     except for the one committee identified --



     11          MS. TAYLOR:  We're not finished with them



     12     either, but yes.



     13          MR. KING:  -- have been routinely granted.



     14     However, in the case where a committee requests a



     15     continuance after having been advised that the



     16     continuance previously granted was final, I believe



     17     the Commission has, at least on one occasion,



     18     proceeded to find the committee in default --



     19          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



     20          MR. KING:  -- and impose the penalty.



     21          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Keep going with that



     22     list, and then we'll come back to that one.



     23          MS. THOMPSON:  Okay.  2025-5475-187, Indiana



     24     Speech, Language, and Hearing Association PAC;



     25     2025-7150-393 and -394, Committee to Elect Reagan
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      1     Hatcher.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So on that list then



      3     the only ones -- the only one that previously



      4     requested a continuance was the one we just talked



      5     about?



      6          MS. TAYLOR:  Yes.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So how about we take a



      8     motion and a second to grant the continuances for



      9     the group, and then we'll address the one, if



     10     that's okay.



     11          Is there a motion to grant the request for --



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, if I might, I



     13     don't know that you would want to consider the



     14     whole group because that one is part of that group.



     15          MS. THOMPSON:  Hold on.  I've got one more.



     16     2025-1907, this was Senator Young for his seven,



     17     -406, -407, -408, -409, -410, -411, and -412.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Well, I think, I mean,



     19     obviously we're not doing it on the whole group



     20     because we're going to approve all of those



     21     excluding the Jefferson County Libertarians or



     22     whatever it was you said.



     23          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     24          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So we have a motion to



     25     grant the continuances for all of those committees
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      1     excluding the one.  Do we have a second?



      2          MR. OVERHOLT:  I'll second.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Any more discussion,



      4     thoughts?



      5          All in favor of the motion say "aye."



      6          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      7          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



      8          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      9          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     10          Okay.  So on the one, we need to probably look



     11     up that cause number.



     12          MS. TAYLOR:  It is 2023-7696-158.  It's on



     13     page 3 of your spreadsheet.



     14          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Libertarian Party of



     15     Jefferson County, $350.



     16          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Madam Chair, I'd like to move



     17     to deny the continuance on this matter.



     18          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Do we have a second?



     19          MS. COLBERT:  Second.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  We have a motion and a



     21     second to deny the request for continuance.  All



     22     those in favor say "aye."



     23          VICE CHAIRMAN OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     24          MS. CELESTINO-HORSEMAN:  Aye.



     25          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.
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      1          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



      2          Okay.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Do we need to vote to impose



      4     penalty by default?  Okay.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  So I recognize the



      6     campaign finance staff to present information



      7     regarding campaign committees subject to



      8     administrative dissolution by the Commission.



      9          MS. THOMPSON:  Madam Chairman, members of the



     10     Commission, your little blue tab, these committees



     11     can be administratively dissolved.  They have not



     12     filed a report in three years, and they have a



     13     balance of less than 1,000.  Both chairman and



     14     treasurer have been notified.



     15          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I move the Commission



     16     do the following:  Make a finding that there is no



     17     evidence that any of these committees continue to



     18     receive contributions, make contributions, or



     19     otherwise function as a committee; make a finding



     20     that, according to the best evidence available to



     21     the Commission, the dissolution of these committees



     22     will not impair any contract or impede the



     23     collection of a debt or a judgment by any person;



     24     make a finding that the prudent use of public



     25     resources make further efforts to collect any
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      1     outstanding civil penalty imposed against these



      2     committees wasteful or unjust, and that therefore



      3     the Commission administratively dissolve each of



      4     these committees.



      5          Is there a second?



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  Any discussion?



      8          All in favor of the motion say "aye."



      9          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



     10          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



     11          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     12          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed.



     13          Okay.  Is anyone present -- okay.  Obviously



     14     no one is here.  Is anyone present to testify on



     15     any remaining campaign finance hearing scheduled



     16     for today?



     17          Seeing none, I declare the hearings on all



     18     remaining campaign finance matters scheduled for



     19     today closed, including the continuance that was



     20     denied.  Is there a motion to impose the entire



     21     amount of the proposed penalty plus mailing costs



     22     in all remaining campaign finance enforcement



     23     actions?



     24          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



     25          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Is there a second?
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      1          MS. COLBERT:  Second.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Further discussion?



      3          All in favor of the motion say "aye."



      4          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      5          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



      6          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed say "nay."



      8          The "ayes" have it, and the motion to impose



      9     the penalty is adopted.



     10          I think maybe the last thing we want to



     11     discuss is, for the convenience of the committees



     12     granted continuances today on campaign finance



     13     matters and to finalize the 2025 voting system



     14     protocols after receiving feedback, I would ask if



     15     Commission members would have availability to



     16     attend meetings or to designate a proxy on the



     17     following dates.  And obviously, since you two are



     18     proxies, we will communicate with them.  The two



     19     dates that I would like to propose are Tuesday,



     20     October 21st.  That would be the next meeting, at



     21     1:30 p.m.



     22          And then I had some flexibility on either



     23     November 4th or November 6th.  It would be a



     24     Tuesday or a Thursday.  And, honestly, we were



     25     discussing this.  There's obviously not an election
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      1     this year, but I know a few counties are having



      2     special elections or referendums or whatever.  So I



      3     don't know if that would be of any consideration to



      4     the body meeting, but either of those dates.



      5          MR. WESTERCAMP:  That works for me.



      6          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, I would add,



      7     though, for 10/21, are you expecting to do stuff



      8     with the 2025 VSTOP protocol?  Was that the



      9     intention?  I thought I heard you say that.



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I mean, as long as the report



     11     from VSTOP is ready.



     12          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Right.  Well, VSTOP sent us an



     13     email this afternoon.  They contacted the vendors



     14     and asked for a feedback date of October 24th, so



     15     that would be after the date of that meeting.



     16          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I would say we could



     17     ask VSTOP to adjust accordingly.  I mean, it's just



     18     three days.



     19          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Right, but the Commission this



     20     morning said that they would give the vendors



     21     30 days to respond, and so the October 24th date



     22     was 30 days from today's date, or thereabouts.



     23          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Can I decide later or do I



     24     have to decide right now?  Okay.  We'll just keep



     25     you posted.
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      1          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Great.  Thank you.



      2          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.



      3          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Did you have a thought on the



      4     second date?



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  I would prefer Tuesday just



      6     based on my schedule.  I just didn't know if the



      7     idea of a few counties having a special election



      8     mattered.



      9          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Would it be at 1:30 as well?



     10          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Yes.  Both would be at 1:30.



     11          MS. NUSSMEYER:  Madam Chair, I will say on



     12     special election days counties do reach out to us



     13     with issues or problems, and depending on the



     14     length of the meeting, if it goes past 6 o'clock



     15     and counties are trying to close and they have to



     16     access the Statewide Voter Registration System or



     17     report election results, they oftentimes reach out



     18     to us.  So we may have to step out to assist those



     19     counties.



     20          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Okay.  I will confirm all of



     21     that.  As I said, that is why I had chosen two



     22     because I wasn't quite sure if that would be a



     23     factor.



     24          The Indiana Election Commission has finished



     25     its business for today.  Is there a motion for the
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      1     Indiana Election Commission to adjourn.



      2          MR. WESTERCAMP:  So moved.



      3          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Those in favor say "aye."



      4          MS. COLBERT:  You need a second.



      5          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Oh, I need a second.



      6          MS. COLBERT:  Second.



      7          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  All those in favor say "aye."



      8          MR. OVERHOLT:  Aye.



      9          MS. COLBERT:  Aye.



     10          MR. WESTERCAMP:  Aye.



     11          CHAIRMAN BOYCE:  Opposed "nay."



     12          The "ayes" have it.  The Indiana Election



     13     Commission meeting is adjourned.



     14          (The Indiana Election Commission Public



     15     Session was adjourned at 5:47 p.m.)
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