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Summary Change to Voter 

Registration 

• Centered on 3 major areas: 

– 1. Certified Statement (to be completed by a third 

party receiving a voter registration form an 

applicant has given to them) 
 

– 2. New 10 day turnaround (effective Dec. 31, 

2013)! 
 

– 3. Receipt provided to applicant by third party (as 

part of the form) 

– Other changes which we will discuss… 
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10 Day Turnaround 

• A person receiving a completed voter 

registration application from another person 

must file application with county voter 

registration office (or IED) no later than noon 

10 days after receiving the application 

 

• Or close of registration, whichever first 
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10 Day Turnaround (Cont.) 

• If a voter registration application is delivered 

to a county after the 10 day deadline, the 

application may not be rejected solely for that 

reason. 

• New code requires the county voter 

registration office to notify the county election 

board not later than 3 days after receipt of 

application for “appropriate action”. 
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“Appropriate Action” (IC 3-6-5-31) 

Sec. 31. If a county election board determines that there is 

substantial reason to believe an election law violation 

has occurred, it shall expeditiously make an 

investigation. If in the judgment of the board, after 

affording due notice and an opportunity for a hearing, a 

person has engaged or is about to engage in an act or 

practice that constitutes or will constitute a violation of a 

provision of this title or of a rule or order issued under 

this title, the board shall take the action it considers 

appropriate under the circumstances, including 

referring the matter to the attorney general or the 

appropriate prosecuting attorney. 

As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 

 

 



Exemptions to a 10 Day Turnaround: 

Requirement does not apply to: 

• A state or local office receiving an application 

by online voter registration system; 

• A “full service” voter registration agency 

(already subject to a 5 day deadline) 

• U.S. Postal Service, bonded courier or IED 

• A member of applicant’s household or attorney 

in fact. 
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Question: How will we know date 

received by another person? 

• Answer:  The VR forms will state the date on 

which the person took custody of a completed 

form from an applicant through a cert. 

statement. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=new&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=P2R03of8vYpwzM&tbnid=zI7UiPtsuIJa6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.njsacop.org%2F&ei=yYfpUbyABMqwygHaqICACw&bvm=bv.49478099,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGG2Skz93Xg6lloYpp7IQyKyNA6qA&ust=1374345488287125


Question: Why is change of 10 Day 

Turnaround significant? 

• Former law (prior to July 1) required only that 

the completed form be turned in by close of 

voter registration.  This new change to a 10 

Day Turnaround will require greater public 

education.  You should plan on notifying 

various stakeholders and media. 
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New Voter Registration Forms 

Description:  After December 31, 2013 a voter 

registration form approved by the Indiana 

Election Commission must include: 

1. A receipt to be given to the applicant when 

another person takes custody of the voter 

registration application; and 

2. A certified statement regarding the name, 

address of person taking custody along with 

date received.  
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False or Fraudulent Applications 

• A person who receives completed voter 

registration application of another and believes 

application to be false or fraudulent shall 

deliver application to appropriate county 

election board by deadline with a sworn 

statement indicating why the person believes 

the application is false 

• County Election Board is required to consider 

“appropriate action” 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=new&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=P2R03of8vYpwzM&tbnid=zI7UiPtsuIJa6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.njsacop.org%2F&ei=yYfpUbyABMqwygHaqICACw&bvm=bv.49478099,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGG2Skz93Xg6lloYpp7IQyKyNA6qA&ust=1374345488287125


Failure to Deliver or Destruction 

Under the new IC 3-14-2-5: 

 

It is a Class A misdemeanor to recklessly destroy 

or fail to file or deliver a completed 

registration form of another as required by the 

law. 
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“Incomplete” Voter Registration 

Changes 

• Includes failing to provide voter identification 

number (last four digits of social security #, 

driver’s license or state identification #, or 

indicating none) 

 

• County voter registration will now attempt to 

contact voter to determine eligibility and get 

information  
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Other Big “Incomplete” Voter 

Registration Change 

• New versions of the form will require another 

person receiving an applicant’s application to 

be identified in a cert. statement (name, 

residence address, date they took custody, 

signature) 
 

• Failure to include this information makes form 

incomplete* 
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“Incomplete” Cert. Statement 
 

• Even if cert. statement is incomplete due to 

lack of information (and if application contains 

all other necessary information) the county 

voter registration will make (1) effort to 

contact the individual receiving completed 

application and (1) effort to contact the voter 

to obtain the missing information. 
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“Incomplete” Cert. Statement 

(cont.) 

• County shall process application when 

information received, and/or 

• Shall also process the application if the county 

voter registration office cannot obtain the 

information or signature of third party and 

application is otherwise complete 

• County may not reject the application solely 

on incomplete cert. statement 
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“Incomplete” Cert. Statement 

(cont.) 

• The county voter registration office shall, not 

later than 3 days after receipt of the 

application, provide notice of the failure to 

properly complete the application to the county 

election board for appropriate action. 
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Exemptions to Cert. Statement: 

Requirement does not apply to: 

• A state or local office receiving an application 

by online voter registration system; 

• A “full service” voter registration agency 

(already subject to a 5 day deadline) 

• U.S. Postal Service, bonded courier or IED 

• A member of applicant’s household or attorney 

in fact. 
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Receipt 

• New forms must include a receipt to be given 

to the applicant when another person takes 

custody of the voter registration application 

 

• Must state the name and residence address of 

the individual and the date on which the 

individual took custody of the application 
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Exemptions to Reciept: 

Requirement does not apply to: 

• A state or local office receiving an application 

by online voter registration system; 

• A “full service” voter registration agency 

(already subject to a 5 day deadline) 

• U.S. Postal Service, bonded courier or IED 

• A member of applicant’s household or attorney 

in fact. 
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New Form Timeline 
• IED is drafting new form for Indiana Election 

Commission approval 

• Complexity of code will require careful 

consideration 

• Will be seeking feedback from stakeholders 

• Form should be friendly to users, distributors, 

and administrators 

• Targeting early August to submit draft 

proposals 



Takeaways to Remember! 
• Education is needed about new forms to 

stakeholders 

• New forms should be given to mail-distribution 

sites designated in your county NVRA plan 

• Current VRG forms grandfathered in until Dec. 

31 

• 10 Day Turnaround active after Dec. 31, 2013 

• Forms will contain Cert. Statement and Receipt 

• Encourage people to read the form! 

 

 



2013 IVRA Conference 

Voter Registration 



Overview 

• Acceptable voter registration applications 

• Filing methods and deadlines 

• Processing applications  

• Assistance to voters with disabilities 

 



Who Can Register 

 

• U.S. Citizens 

• 18 years old at election 

• Reside continuously in precinct 30 days 

prior 

• Not incarcerated following conviction 



Acceptable Registration Forms 

• VRG-7 and VRG-11 (Spanish and English) 

• VRG-6 

• National Mail Registration Form 

 (Spanish and English) 

• Federal Post Card Application (FPCA), 

Form 76 

– Absent Uniformed Services Voter 

– Spouses and Dependents of above 

– Overseas Voters 



VRG-7 

Valid until 12/31/13 



VRG-6 
 



National Mail  
Voter Registration  
Form 

http://www.eac.gov/voter_resourc

es/register_to_vote.aspx 



FPCA Form 
For Absent Military 

and Overseas Applicants 

(Form 76) 

 

29 

http://www.fvap.gov/resourc

es/media/fpca.pdf 



Online Voter Registration 

• New in 2010 

• IC 3-7-26.7 

• Anyone with a valid and current Indiana 

driver’s license or photo identification card 

• www.IndianaVoters.com 

• Online Voter Registration Step by Step in 

SVRS 

http://www.indianavoters.com/


Access to Registration Forms 

• Full service voter registration agencies 
– BMV 

– Public Assistance Agencies (FSSA, DOH, DWD) 

– Armed Forces Recruitment Offices 

– Any additional locations contracted by county 

• Mail distribution sites 

– Libraries, schools, trustee, city and town 
clerk/treasurer’s office, license branches… 

• Online 

• Voter registration drives  



Delivery of Voter Registration 

Forms 
• Mail/UPS/FedEx 

• Hand delivery 

• Fax (UOCAVA voters only) 

• Email (UOCAVA voters only) 

• Online (online applicants only) 

 

• *UOCAVA--for Uniformed Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act 

• *MOVE—Military and Overseas Voting 
Empowerment Act 



Voter Registration Deadlines 

 

 

• 29 days before election 

• 10 days before election for UOCAVA 

voters using FPCA 

• Noon, Election Day for certain absent 

uniformed services voters (very rare) 



Timely Filing of Voter Registration 

Applications 

• Hand delivered—close of business 

• Mail-postmarked by 11:59 pm 29th day 

• Missing or illegible postmark-received thru 
mail by Monday after close of registration 

• Online-submitted by 11:59 pm on 29th day 

 

 

IC 3-7-33 



Location of Filing Registration 

Forms 

• Indiana Election Division (IED) 

– IED will forward applications with a notice 

• Full service voter registration agency 

• County voter registration 

– Counties receiving applications for another 

county will forward application to correct 

county or residence 



Resources for county users 

• Standard Operating Procedures 

– VRG 5.1 Handling VR Apps from outside 

county 

– VRG 51.1 Handling Ongoing ABS 

applications 

• Step by Step and other guidance 

– Auto Cancel Registrations 

– Online Voter Registration 

• Voter Registration Guidebook (purple) 



Incomplete Applications 

• Applicant MUST provide following: 

– Name 

– Residence Address or diagram 

– Date of birth 

– Citizenship affirmation 

– Age affirmation 

– Voter identification information 

• New in 2013…applicant must check one of three 

boxes 

– Signature of applicant (or applicant’s name if 

physically unable to sign) 



Processing Incomplete 

Applications 
• IC 3-7-33-4.5 

• Missing essential information=incomplete 

application 

• County must make one effort to contact 

applicant by phone and one effort by mail 

 



Completing an Incomplete 

Application 
• Can be supplied by phone up until 10th day 

before election 
– Name 

– Residence or mailing address 

– Date of birth 

– Voter identification information 

• Can be supplied in writing up until the 10th 
day before election 
– Signature 

• Can be supplied in writing up until the 29th 
day before election 
– Citizenship Affirmation 

– Age Affirmation 



Assistance to Voters with 

Disabilities 

• Voters with disabilities are entitled to 

register and vote—Indiana has special 

procedures 

• Make your mark (i.e. ―X‖) if possible 

• If unable to make mark, another can sign 

applicant’s name provided one who 

assists provides their own name and 

residence address in space provided. 

• IC 3-7-32-7 (Amended in 2013) 



Conclusion 

• Variety of voter registration applications 

• Transmission methods 

• Filing deadlines 

• Incomplete applications 

 

 

Leslie Barnes, Co-General Counsel 

317-232-3942 Lbarnes@iec.in.gov 
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