| INDIANA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEMORANDUM

To: Indiana State Board of Education

From: Ron Sandlin, Senior Director of School Performance & Transformation
Date:  June 3, 2020

RE: Greater Clark County Schools Baseline Reset Request (1C 20-19-2-22)

Recommendation: Approve the baseline reset request application submitted by Greater Clark County Schools
(1010) for Maple Elementary School (0869) and Spring Hill Elementary School (0877) and direct the Indiana
Department of Education to eliminate the school numbers assigned to these two schools and assign Franklin
Square Elementary a new school number pursuant to 1C 20-19-2-22.

Background: State law authorizes the Indiana State Board of Education (“Board”), upon request of a school
corporation, to approve the issuance of new school numbers for any school that is currently in operation. The
criteria used to evaluate an application for a new school number for an existing school is outlined in Board
administrative rule (511 IAC 6.2-10-9).

Analysis: When determining whether or not to issue a new school number, Board staff relied on the
following three part criteria included in Board rule:

1. anincrease or decrease of at least 70% of the student population;
2. asignificant change in the educational philosophy, curriculum, or staff; and

3. achange is not being made to avoid accountability.

The application submitted by Greater Clark County Schools explains that Maple Elementary School and
Spring Hill Elementary School will both close at the of the 2019-2020 school year and most of the students
and staff from each school will merge into a newly built school facility, Franklin Square Elementary School.
Although Franklin Square Elementary is a new school, a baseline reset is required in order for the IDOE to
assign a new school number. Without a baseline reset, Franklin Square Elementary School would inherit the
school number of one of the two merging schools.

Based on a review of the application and evidence submitted by Greater Clark County Schools, Board staff
determined the current reconfiguration fulfills all three aspects of the criteria required to approve a baseline
reset. Combining the two schools will result in more than an 100% increase in student population and a
significant change in staffing. There is also no evidence to conclude this request is being made to avoid
accountability given both schools have a history of earning a C rating or better, and the corporation
constructed a brand new facility after substantial analysis of the corporations fiscal health.

The full application is included along with this memo.






—

non-public school it is unable to provide meeting minutes or notes due to the structure ¢ the organization, please acknowledge that
under Criteria 3 and e licitly reference what the school has submitted in lieu of this requirement.

d evidence should be submitted as electronic files via email, along with the completed request form, to
with the subject line, Baseline Reset Request.
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