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Main Issues

1.  Schools are responsible for monitoring the immunization status of  their students 
and entering student immunization records into the SIS (Student Information System)

2.  ISDH (Indiana State Department of  Health) needs school immunization 
information to send to CDC

3.  Immunizations administered need to be entered into CHIRP (Children and Hoosier 
Immunization Registry Program)



Schools are Responsible for Monitoring 
the Immunization Status of  their 
Students and Entering Student 

Immunization Records into the SIS

Issue One



Background Information – School Role 
Regarding Immunizations

• Immunization Process Completed by the School Nurse:
• School receives an immunization record
• School nurse checks the record for completeness (multiple records from various providers, 

handwritten, in a foreign language)
• School nurse contacts parent regarding missing or incomplete information and recommends 

referral to health care provider (LHD, primary care provider, pharmacist)
• School nurse enters record into SIS
• School nurse runs a report 
• School nurse contacts parent a second time



Background Information – How are Schools Doing 
Monitoring the Immunization Status of  Students?  

Data from the IDOE School Health Report for the 2015 School Year:

• 95.6 % students are completely vaccinated

• 2.7% are in the process of  completing the required vaccines

• 1.2% have a religious objections

• 0.3% have a medical exemption

• All records are entered into the SIS



ISDH Needs School Immunization 
Information to Send to CDC

Issue Two



Background Information – ISDH Needs 
School Information to Send to CDC

• Schools have historically kept an immunization record for students and 
submitted a paper report to ISDH regarding the number of  students in 
grades K, 1, and 6 with complete and incomplete immunizations as well as 
the number of  students with religious objections and medical exemptions 
(see page 8 of  handout)

• This report compiled the information required by CDC and was not time-
consuming or burdensome for schools to complete





Background Information – ISDH Needs 
School Information to Send to CDC

• In 2009, ISDH no longer accepted the paper report and instead 
requested that schools enter the immunization record for each 
student into CHIRP (Children and Hoosier Immunization 
Registry Program) so that ISDH could pull their School 
Immunization Report from CHIRP



Immunizations Administered Need 
to be Entered Into CHIRP

Issue Three



Background Information

• Schools cannot enter immunization records for students into CHIRP 
without parent written permission per FERPA Rules (see page 10 of  
handout)

• CHIRP issues include:  it “times out”, does not roll up to the next school, 
school data is deleted if  a provider enters the same vaccine, and translating 
immunization records into CHIRP requires technical expertise and training





Additional Notes

• As of  July 1, 2015, per Indiana Code, any provider who administers a vaccine 
is required to enter the vaccine into CHIRP

• Attempts have been made to share data between CHIRP and school SIS’s, 
but this was discontinued by ISDH as of  December 2015 due to errors and 
incompatibility



Issue

School nurses are being asked to enter immunization information twice
• Into the SIS per IC 20-33-2-12 (see page 3 of  handout)

• Into CHIRP per IC 20-34-4-6 (see page 7 of  handout)

Requires approximately 10 minutes per student to enter the data into each data 
base

• 700 students, 10 minutes each = 116 hours or 15 full school days for SIS

• 700 students, 10 minutes each = 116 hours or 15 full school days for CHIRP







Dilemma

• Not a public health issue or an issue of  students being allowed to attend 
school without being properly vaccinated as over 97% of  our students meet 
the immunization requirements (completely vaccinated or have an exemption 
on file) 

• The dilemma occurs because we have two laws that require the same data be 
maintained in two separate systems and there appears to be no way for the 
two systems to share information



Possible Solutions to this Dilemma
Three Options



OPTION ONE
Schools Enter Immunization Data into SIS System Only



Proposed Plan – Option 1

• IDOE could add any additional information required by CDC to the School 
Health Report (see page 9 of  handout)

• Report already exists and collects most of  the data needed by ISDH

• Schools are used to completing this Report

• Report takes 15 minutes at most to complete 

• IDOE would share this information with ISDH







Proposed Plan – Option 1

• Providers would enter vaccines given into CHIRP
• Complete medical record of  all immunizations given

• All ages – infants, toddlers, children (in public schools and others), adults

• School nurses would enter immunization records into SIS
• Required as part of  the high school transcript

• Complete immunization database per school roster for outbreaks or to run reports



How Does This Address the Main Issues?

1.  Schools are responsible for monitoring the immunization status of  their students 
and entering student immunization records into the SIS – no change

2.  ISDH (Indiana State Department of  Health) needs school immunization 
information to send to CDC – information obtained from IDOE School Health 
Report instead of  via school nurses entering each immunization record into CHIRP

3.  Immunizations administered need to be entered into CHIRP (Children and Hoosier 
Immunization Registry Program) – immunizations are entered by providers as they are 
given



Proposed Plan – Option 1

What Would this Option Require?
• Legislative changes to the Immunization Law requiring DOE to collect data 

via the School Health Report
• Changes to the School Health Report by IDOE IT Team
Outcome - Instead of  entering immunizations into CHIRP, schools would 
report immunization data via the School Health Report – more accurate data 
for ISDH as it is not impacted by FERPA, it would save schools time and 
money, and the three main issues would be addressed



OPTION TWO
Schools maintain SIS and all partners assist entering into CHIRP 

over a 5 year period



Proposed Plan – Option 2

• IDOE and ISDH could work together to develop guidance materials that 
were reasonable for schools to accomplish (see page 11 of  handout)

• Health Department (local and state) would assist schools as requested
• Schools would enter immunization if  school nurse ratio 1:750

• Local health department would assist with entry if  school nurse ratio 1:1,500

• ISDH would assist with data entry if  school nurse ratio greater than 1:1,500





How Does This Address the Main Issues?

1.  Schools are responsible for monitoring the immunization status of  their students and 
entering student immunization records into the SIS – no change

2.  ISDH (Indiana State Department of  Health) needs school immunization information to 
send to CDC – all partners (providers, ISDH and schools) would work together to complete 
immunization entry into CHIRP for grades K, 1, and 6 so that ISDH could pull the needed 
data for their CDC Report

3.  Immunizations administered need to be entered into CHIRP (Children and Hoosier 
Immunization Registry Program) – immunizations are entered by providers as they are given



Proposed Plan – Option 2

What Would this Option Require?

• Compromise and agreement between ISDH and IDOE regarding the 
procedures and legal interpretation of  the current Immunization Law 

• Assistance for schools from the LHD and ISDH

Outcome – Strengthened partnerships between schools, HD and providers as 
all are concentrating each year on completing CHIRP entry for students in 
grades K, 1, and 6; all partners share the cost of  accomplishing this goal



OPTION THREE
Schools enter immunization records into CHIRP only



Proposed Plan – Option 3

• Schools do not enter immunization records into 
SIS and instead enter records only into CHIRP



How Does This Address the Main Issues?

1.  Schools are responsible for monitoring the immunization status of  their students and 
entering student immunization records into the SIS – schools would no longer enter 
immunizations into the SIS, but would need to track FERPA consent, tag each student in 
CHIRP to their school, and keep a separate log of  all students without a FERPA consent

2.  ISDH (Indiana State Department of  Health) needs school immunization information to 
send to CDC – ISDH would pull their CDC data from CHIRP

3.  Immunizations administered need to be entered into CHIRP (Children and Hoosier 
Immunization Registry Program) – immunizations would be entered by school nurses and by 
providers 



Proposed Plan – Option 3

What Would this Option Require?
• Legislative change to the high school transcript law to remove immunizations 

as a requirement
Outcome – Schools would not be able to easily run a report for compliance, 
schools would need to carefully sort and document FERPA consent, school 
nurses would still have two databases to learn, running reports during an 
outbreak would take longer and be more labor intensive, there would not be 
one database where 100% of  the students could be entered, and the provider 
and the school are both responsible for entering the same data



Conclusion
Review of  all three options



Final Results – How Does ISDH Obtain School 
Immunization Information for the CDC?

Option 1: (Schools enter immunization records into SIS only)
• DOE would send ISDH the required information for reporting to CDC
Option 2: (Schools maintain SIS and all partners assist entering into CHIRP over a 5 year period)
• Student immunization records would be completed by February 2017 for students in grades K, 1, and 6 by all 

partners working together to concentrate on these grade levels in order for ISDH to pull the information needed for 
their report to CDC

• All student immunization records would be entered into CHIRP within 5 years
Option 3: (Schools enter immunization records into CHIRP only)
• Additional training and education would be required for schools regarding the CHIRP system
• Accuracy of  CHIRP database would depend on number of  FERPA consents; timing of  entering all of  the allowable 

data into CHIRP would depend on the number of  students not already entered into CHIRP by the school and if  
assistance was given to schools as outlined in Option 2



Conclusion

•Thank you for inviting me to speak 
today

•Questions?
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