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WHAT IS ESEA?

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) is the federal K-12 education law of

the United States. This law:

Requires every state to measure
performance in reading, math, and science

Requires every state to develop a Timeline:

State Report Card” that is accessible online First signed into law in the

1960s

Increases transparency to empower parents with information

to help them make the best choices for their children ) Reauthorized in 2015 as the

the Every Student Succeeds
Act (ESSA)

Extends flexibility for funds to he invested in CTE and
transportation for students to attend higher performing schools y,
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ESEA FLEXIBILITY WAIVER OVERVIEW

ESEA Flexibility Waivers are intended to
‘advance student academic
achievement’” by providing flexibility from
certain ESEA requirements.
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[As Amended Through P.L. 114-95, Enacted December 10, 2015]
SECTION 1.1 [20 U.S.C. 6301 note] SHORT TITLE.

cation Act of 1965”.
SEC. 2.2 TABLE OF CONTENTS.

Sec.
Sec.
Se

]

Sec.
Sec.

PART A—IMPROVING BASIC PROGRAMS OPERATED BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES
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Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
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ESEA FLEXIBILITY WAIVER OVERVIEW cow

Federal law requires a state seeking flexibility from one or more
sections of ESEA to submit a written request to the U.S. Secretary
of Education. The request must describe:

The specific sections to be waived;

e How the waiver will advance student achievement;

e A plan to monitor and regularly evaluate the effectiveness
of the implementation of the plan; and

e How schools will continue to provide assistance to the
same student populations prioritized in ESEA.
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Reduce administrative burden on Hoosier educators
and school systems by reducing bureaucratic compliance

Empower local education officials with flexibility to use
funds to meet local student needs

Promote innovation through the use of competitive
grants at the state level

Eliminate duplicative systems by adopting a single
accountability system for state and federal requirements



INDIANA'S FLEXIBILITY WAIVER REQUEST

SEA “Block Grant” LEA “Block Grant”

Waive the requirements associated with each SEA Consolidate LEA formulaic allocations (excluding
set-aside to establish a strategic block grant to Title I-A) AFTER distribution by eliminating
support Indiana’s priorities program-specific requirements
) X
Innovation Grant Accountability Flexibility
Gombine set-asigie and school imp_roveme_nt_ f_U_"dS Align state and federal accountability metrics and
into one Innovation Fund and eliminate eligibility ratings to increase consistency and transparency
restrictions and allowability restrictions on each for educators, students, and families
i N
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INDIANA'S FLEXIBILITY WAIVER REQUEST conr

What this means for Hoosier students and educators...

e More time spent serving students by reducing compliance exercises, such as
time and effort logs and other burdensome, federal reporting requirements;

o Better-aligned interventions and supports by consolidating, in part or in whole,
some of the many different formulaic grant programs within ESEA; and

e (Greater impact by allowing us to remain laser-focused on Indiana’s priorities,
including third grade literacy, STEM, and rethinking high school, and
eliminating additional requirements from the federal government
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TIMELINE & NEXT STEPS

Timing Action Item

July 16, 2025 Status update on the goals behind Indiana’s proposed ESEA Flexibility Waiver request
Summer 2025 Public and stakeholder feedback on Indiana’s proposed ESEA Flexibility Waiver
September 2025 IDOE officially submits ESEA Flexibility Waiver request to U.S. Department of Education (USED)
Fall 2025/Winter 2026 IDOE works with USED on technical requirements of ESEA Flexibility Waiver pursuant to full approval
July 2026 ESEA flexibilities would go into effect for the 2026-2027 SY, if approved
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