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ICOSA Recommendations for Early Dispute Resolution 

1. Funding for Advocacy Groups:   In general, the ICOSA 
Special Education Sub-Committee recommends further 
study on methods of funding for advocacy groups to 
encourage parental participation in the interactive 
process.   Specifically, it is important to encourage 
additional parent-school interaction during Case 
Conferences. 

  

2. Hearing Officers as Mediators:    We believe there is value 
in Hearing Officers also serving as Mediators to build their 
knowledge of common hearing issues and to facilitate pre-
hearing resolution of such issues. 

  

3. Hearing Officer Training:  We support training being 
provided with collaboration between parent and school 
attorneys on substantive materials and presentations on 
regulation, case law, and trends.  Such collaboration could 
include a combined parent and school attorney group half-
day input session. 

 

4. Board of Special Education Appeals:   We encourage 
study/cost-benefit analysis on potentially reinstating the 
BSEA. 
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