
 

 

Indiana State Board of Education Request 
For Freeway School Accreditation 

 

Board Date: June 7, 2017 
 

School:   Bais Yaakov High School of Indiana (D196) 
Administrator:  Rivka Lerman 
Address:   206 W 8th St 
    Mishawaka, IN 46544 
Grade Span:   9-12 
Public/Private:  Private 
 

 
The following executive summary has been compiled by the Indiana Department of Education’s 
Office of School Accountability. It includes information presented by the school in its petition for 
freeway accreditation. 
 
Identity: 
Bais Yaakhov High School of Indiana was founded in 1998 to serve the Orthodox Jewish 
community of nearby South Bend. Bais Yaakov is exclusively for female students in grades nine 
through twelve that graduated from the South Bend Hebrew Day School. The overall student 
enrollment of Bais Yaakov is 19 students. The mission statement of Bais Yaakov High School is 
as follows: 
 

Bais Yaakov High School of Indiana is committed to providing a quality Jewish 
and general education within a Bais Yaakov framework for all girls in the South  
Bend community. We strive to inculcate in our students FIDELITY TO TORAH, 
COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY INTEGRITY, AND A LOVE OF LEARNING. 

 
Curriculum: 
Bais Yaakov High School offers a rigorous dual curriculum daily with intensive Judaic 
coursework, and academic content covering the requirements to achieve an Academic Honors 
diploma. Bais Yaakov High School has aligned its academic curriculum and instruction with the 
Indiana Academic Standards.  
 
Bais Yaakov has partnered with Indiana University South Bend, through its Advanced College 
Project, to offer many core courses as dual credit courses. Students of Bais Yaakov High 
School graduate with around 24 credits through Indiana University South Bend’s Advanced 
College Project that may be applied to postsecondary education. Bais Yaakov High School also 
offers PSAT and SAT test preparatory courses to its students. 
 
Beyond academics, Bais Yaakov High School requires all students to take part in at least one 
hour of community service weekly. Bais Yaakov High School enhances its academic program 
with many multifaceted extracurricular activities to foster character building, develop leadership 
qualities, and build teamwork. Bais Yaakov High School also makes character education a top 
priority, with weekly classes dedicated to emphasizing ethics and character development. 
 



 

 

Testing History: 
Performance results on the statewide assessment are not currently available for Bais Yaakov 
High School. Bais Yaakov High School did share cohort performance data on cumulative 
semester GPA’s in Language Arts, performance in Calculus course with Advanced College 
Project, and four-year graduation rate data. 
 

Cumulative GPA in Language Arts Courses for the 2015 Cohort 

Year Language Arts, Sem 1 Language Arts, Sem 2 

2011-12 3.46 3.51 

2012-13 3.61 3.59 

2013-14 3.46 3.40 

2014-15 3.47 3.52 

 
Cumulative GPA for Students Enrolled in Calculus, by School Year 

Year Calculus GPA 

2011-12 n/a 

2012-13 4.0 

2013-14 n/a 

2014-15 4.0 

 
Four Year Graduation Rate, as Reported by School* 

Year Percent Graduating 

2011 100% 

2012 n/a 

2013 100% 

2014 n/a 

2015 100% 
*School has not yet been required to submit graduate data to the Department 

 
Staffing: 
Bais Yaakov High School has 28 staff members, half of which is Judaic studies staff, and half of 
which is academic studies staff. Seven of the 14 academic staff at Bais Yaakhov High School 
are licensed by the State of Indiana.  
 
Waiver Requests: 
Bais Yaakov High School did not indicate any statutes or regulations to waive or suspend. 
 
Considerations: 
With no data yet available and verified through the Department’s data collection process, it is 
difficult to confirm whether Bais Yaakov High School will be able to meet the minimum 
educational benefits for average attendance rate, overall proficiency rate, and four-year 
adjusted cohort graduation rate within the five year contract period. 
 
Recommendation: 
Department and Board staffs jointly recommend full five year freeway accreditation for Bais 
Yaakov High School of Indiana. 
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