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To: Indiana State Board of Education 
From: Timothy Schultz, General Counsel 
Date: January 11, 2017 
RE: Approval of Governing Body Change— Tri-County School Corporation 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
Recommendation: approve governing body change. 
 

Pursuant to IC 20-23-8-10(a)(2), the Tri-County School Corporation (“School Corp.”) 
adopted a resolution to initiate a plan to change its governing body. Subsequent to the School 
Corp. adopting the resolution to change its governing body, the School Corp. submitted the 
attached materials for the State Board of Education’s (“Board”) review and consideration. The 
materials include the prior governing body plan, the resolution adopted by the School Corp. and 
the minutes from the School Corp.’s meeting during which the resolution was adopted, the 
publication information that includes the language of the amended provisions of the governing 
body plan, and the county clerk’s certification that no protest petitions or alternative plans were 
submitted to the clerk’s office during the statutorily prescribed time to do so. The governing 
body resolution seeks to amend the following provisions: 

 Portions of the Current Governing Body Plan that the Resolution seeks to Amend 

a. That the Corporation shall be divided into two districts. A west District consisting 
of Carpenter and Gilboa Townships and an East District consisting of Princeton, 
West Point, and Round Grove Townships. 

b. That the West District shall be represented by three (3) Board Members who as a 
prerequisite to their election shall reside in the district that they represent. 

c. That the East District shall be represented by three (3) Board Members who as a 
prerequisite to their election shall reside in the district that they represent. 

d. That one (1) Board Member shall be elected at-large with no prerequisite of 
residence.  

e. That all seven (7) of the Board Members shall be voted upon by the registered 
voters of the entire corporation.  

 Revised Plan for Approval (revised portions bolded)  

a. That the Corporation shall be divided into two districts. A west District consisting 
of Carpenter and Gilboa Townships and an East District consisting of Princeton, 
West Point, and Round Grove Townships. 

b. That the West District shall be represented by two (2) Board Members who as a 
prerequisite to their election shall reside in the district that they represent. 
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c. That the East District shall be represented by two (2) Board Members who as a 
prerequisite to their election shall reside in the district that they represent. 

d. That three (3) of the Board Members, who as a prerequisite to their election 
shall reside within the boundaries of the Tri-County School 
Corporation.  shall be elected at-large with no prerequisite of residence.  

e. That all seven (7) of the Board Members shall be voted upon by the registered 
voters of the entire corporation.  
 

After review of the materials provided by the School Corp, it is evident that 1) the 
governing body resolution was properly approved by the School Corp, 2) the resolution was 
properly published in a local newspaper, and 3) that no protest petitions or alternative plans were 
submitted to the clerk’s office. Further, it appears that the election plan contained in the revised 
plan satisfies the requirements of IC 20-23-4-27. 

 
However, after review of the materials provided to Board staff, it appears that there are 

several ambiguities that should be addressed by the Board pursuant to the authority granted to 
the Board under IC 20-23-8-15(b). Specifically, the School Corp.’s plan, including the revisions, 
does not incorporate language addressing when elections occur per IC 20-23-4-29.1 (requiring 
that governing body elections occur during general elections), that the plan affirmatively 
incorporates the requirements of IC 20-23-8-8, and the residency requirements set forth in IC 3-
8-1-34 (a candidate for a school governing board must have resided in the school corporation for 
at least one (1) year before the election).  

 
Therefore, it is recommended that that the Board approve the School Corp.’s revised 

governing body plan pursuant to I.C. 20-23-8-15 conditioned on the School Corp. incorporating 
language to address IC 20-23-4-29.1, IC 20-23-8-8, and IC 3-8-1-34. 
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