
INDIANA  ACADEMIC STANDARDS 
SOCIAL STUDIES 

2014  
  

 

Glenda Ritz, NBCT 
Indiana Superintendent of Public Education 



K-12 TEACHERS AND SOCIAL STUDIES SPECIALISTS 
THOROUGHLY REVIEWED AND UPDATED THE STANDARDS 

Kindergarten – 5 members (100) 

1st Grade – 8 members  (102) 

2nd Grade – 3 members  (64) 

3rd Grade – 8 member  (168) 

4th Grade – 8 members  (167) 

5th Grade – 10 members  (203) 

6th Grade – 13 members  (210) 

7th Grade – 23 members  (276) 

8th Grade – 22 members  (283) 

 

• Global Economics – 3 members  (33) 

• Economics –12 members  (168) 

• GHW – 8 members  (212) 

• Psychology – 4 members  (42) 

• Sociology – 2 members  (59) 

• U.S. Government – 12 members (211) 

• U.S. History – 15 members (311) 

• World Geography – 3 members (80) 

• World History – 14 members (237) 

Teacher Committees were created 
 Memo’s sent via Learning Connection and Superintendents  Mail 

175  Reviewers 3,128 Years of Experience 



HIGHER EDUCATION CONTENT SPECIALISTS 
REVIEWED AND UPDATED THE STANDARDS 

• Franklin College 

• IUPUI 

• Indiana State University 

• Purdue University 

• Bureau of Jewish 
Education 

• Children’s Museum 

• Benjamin Harrison 
Presidential Site 

 

• Conner Prairie 

• Geography Educators 
Network of Indiana 

• Indiana Historical Society 

• Indiana Council for 
Economic Education 

• Indiana Council for the 
Social Studies 





THE 2014 SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS ARE 
SUBSTANTIALLY SIMIALAR TO THE 2007 STANDARDS 

• Minor revisions made 
– Mostly editing 

– Tried to make the standards more “teacher 
friendly” 

• A Global emphasis was included in Grade 2, 
Grade 3, and Grade 4 

• Benjamin Harrison was included in Grade 2, 
Grade 3, Grade 4, High School U.S. History, 
and High School U.S. Government 



WORLD HISTORY 
• Reorganized 
• 9 standards to 7 standards 
 

PSYCHOLOGY 
• Also reorganized 
• 6 standards to 8 standards 

 

SOCIOLOGY 
•Was made more complete 
•8 standards to 11 standards 

 



TEACHER RESOURCE 
DOCUMENTS 

• Examples in Grade 8 and above were moved to a 
more complete and robust TEACHER RESOURCE 
DOCUMENT 

• The resource document is a Teacher’s Edition for the 
standards 

• The resource document provides clarity and resources 
when needed 

• Other Resource Documents that contain historic sites, 
museums, primary sources from the Indiana Historical 
Society will also be included 



STANDARDS RESOURCE GUIDE 
Grade 8 





U.S. HISTORY – High School 





HISTORICAL SITES 



From the Indiana Historical Society 



THE STANDARDS WERE DISPLAYED 
FOR PUBLIC REVIEW COMMENTS 

FROM LATE JUNE TO EARLY AUGUST 
2013 



QUESTIONS 





GRADE NUMBER OF 
REVISIONS/EDITS 

NUMBER OF 
STANDARDS ADDED 

NUMBER OF 
STANDARDS 
REMOVED 

Kindergarten 4 0 1 
Duplication 

Grade 1 12 0 2 
Too vague 

duplication 

Grade 2 9 2 
Benjamin Harrison 
Global Connection 

0 

Grade 3 18 2 
Global Connection 
Imm./B. Harrison 

0 

Grade 4 16 1 
Global Connection 

Harrison bullets 

0 
 

Grade 5 25 1 
Am. Revolution 

1 
Vague Geography 

standard 

EDITS AND REVISIONS – Grades K-5 



GRADE NUMBER OF 
REVISIONS/EDITS 

NUMBER OF 
STANDARDS ADDED 

NUMBER OF 
STANDARDS 
REMOVED 

Grade 6  18 0 2 
Duplication 

1 Econ Standard 

Grade 7 36  0 7 
Reorganized 5 history 

standards 
1 geog standard 
1 econ standard 

Grade 8  50 2 
1-Conflict between 

settlers & N.A. 
1-importance of 

citizens participation 

5 
2-post 1877 

1 geog standard 
2 econ standards 

combined 

EDITS AND REVISIONS – Grades 6-8 



SUBJECT NUMBER OF 
REVISIONS/EDITS 

NUMBER OF 
STANDARDS ADDED 

NUMBER OF 
STANDARDS 
REMOVED 

Economics  26 1 
National Debt 

7 
Combined into 

existing standards 

GHW  29 0 1 
Combined with 

existing standard 

Government  21 4 
-Constitutional Conv. 

-ideas on govt. 
-social contract 

-Benjamin Harrison 

4 
Covered in existing 

standards  

U.S. History  30 17 
-Benjamin Harrison 
-5 1990 to present  

Some 2007 standards 
divided into multiple 

standards 

0 

EDITS AND REVISIONS – High School 


