MEDICAL LICENSING BOARD OF INDIANA

INDIANA GOVERNMENT CENTER SOUTH

402 WEST WASHINGTON STREET

ROOM W064
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46204

MINUTES OF JANUARY 22, 2009
Stephen Huddleston, J.D., President called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. and declared a quorum in accordance with IC 25-22.5.

             Members Present:            Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Consumer

                                                          Member, President                                                      

                                                       Robert Allen, M.D

                                                       Thomas Akre, D.O., Secretary

                                                       Donald Vennekotter, M.D.

                                                       Navin Barot, M.D., Vice President

                                                       Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D.

                                                       Bharat Barai, M.D.
             Staff Present:                    Kristen Kelley, Board Director

                                                           Professional Licensing Agency

                                                       Jody Edens, Assistant Board Director

                                                           Professional Licensing Agency
                                                       James Schmidt, Deputy Attorney General

                                                           Office of the Attorney General
The Board voted to adopt the agenda and addendum as amended.
Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 
Barai/Allen, 7/0/0
Motion carries

The Board voted to adopt the minutes of the December 4, 2008 meeting.  

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Allen/Barai, 7/0/0
Motion carries
ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS

The following hearing was continued:

Daniel Scott Dietrich, M.D., License No. 01053360A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0042
Glenn A. Ballengee, D.O., License No. 02000654A, Cause No. 2003 MLB 0035

Respondent did appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Request to Withdraw the Order of Probation scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Thomas McGee, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.
Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Candace Backer, ISMA was sworn in as a witness for the Respondent.

Ms. Backer testified that Dr. Ballengee have been very compliant with his ISMA contract.  His depression has been in remission for several years.  He successfully completed his contract with ISMA in August 2008.  He volunteered to continue his monitoring with ISMA.
Dr. Ballengee reported to the Board that his sobriety date is February 27, 2003 and he continues to see his psychiatrist quarterly.  He stated that he has successfully met all terms of his probation order.
After having considered the evidence presented, testimony of the witness and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to APPROVE the WITHDRAWAL OF THE ORDER OF PROBATION.

Holt/Allen, 7/0/0

Motion Carries

Bruce Corser, M.D., License No. 01061490A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0039
Respondent did appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Proposed Settlement Agreement scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Elizabeth Kiefner-Crawford, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D.
An agreement between the Respondent and the Attorney General’s Office was presented to the Board.  The agreement included INDEFINITE PROBATION may not petition for the probation to be lifted until his Ohio probation license is withdrawn.
After reviewing the agreement and taking its file into consideration the Board moved to APPROVE the agreement.

Allen/Barot, 6/0/0

Motion carries

Adolfo P. Hernandez, M.D., License No. 01051677A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0013
Respondent did not appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Disciplinary Hearing scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Elizabeth Kiefner-Crawford, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

After having considered the evidence presented and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to ISSUE a NOTICE OF PROPOSED DEFAULT.

Allen/Holt, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Abdul N. Naushad, M.D., License No. 01056377A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0036
Respondent did appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Proposed Settlement Agreement scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Elizabeth Kiefner-Crawford, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

An agreement between the Respondent and the Attorney General’s Office was presented to the Board.  The agreement included INDEFINITE PROBATION, may not petition for the probation to be lifted until the probation on his MO license is withdrawn.

After reviewing the agreement and taking its file into consideration the Board moved to APPROVE the agreement.

Allen/Holt, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Vance Andre Raham, M.D., License No. 01045645A, Cause No. 2005 MLB 0002
Respondent did appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Request to Withdraw the Order of Probation scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Thomas McGee, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Candace Backer, ISMA and Michael Mitcheff, M.D. were sworn in as witnesses for the Respondent.

Ms. Backer testified that Dr. Raham is fully compliant with his ISMA contract and had not had any relapses.  Ms. Backer stated that Dr. Raham successfully completed his ISMA contract January 2009 and has voluntarily elected to continue his monitoring with ISMA.

Dr. Mitcheff testified that he is Dr. Raham’s supervisor and that he has been a definite asset to the facility.  Dr. Mitcheff also stated that Dr. Raham has never shown any signs of impairment.

Dr. Raham stated his sobriety date is October 4, 2003 and that he has been in full compliance with his probationary order.

After having considered the evidence presented, testimony of the witnesses and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to APPROVE the WITHDRAWAL of the ORDER OF PROBATION.

Holt/Barai, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Jeffrey Michael Seizys, M.D., License No. 01043925A, Cause No. 2000 MLB 0021
Respondent did appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Request to Withdraw the Order of Probation scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Thomas McGee, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Candace Backer, ISMA was sworn in as a witness for the Respondent.

Ms. Backer testified that Dr. Seizys has been in full compliance with his ISMA contract.  She stated that ISMA is in full support of Dr. Seizys reinstatement.  Ms. Backer stated that she had spoke with Dr. Seizys about continuing with the monitoring.

Dr. Seizys stated that his sobriety date is June 22, 2004.  Dr. Seizys informed the Board that he has elected to continue his monitoring with ISMA for his personal benefit.

After having considered the evidence presented, testimony of the witness and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to APPROVE the WITHDRAWAL of the ORDER of PROBATION.

Barai/Akre, 7/0/0

Motion carries
Brad J. Strausburg, M.D., License No. 01029845A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0037
Respondent did not appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Disciplinary Hearing scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Elizabeth Kiefner-Crawford, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

The Attorney General’s Office requested a continuance of this hearing. 
After having considered the evidence presented and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to CONTINUE this matter.

Barot/Allen, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Paul Chao Ling Su, M.D., License No. 01032342A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0031
Respondent did not appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Proposed Settlement Agreement scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Thomas McGee, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

The Respondent did not appear due to illness.

An agreement between the Respondent and the Attorney General’s Office was presented to the Board.  The agreement included a VOLUNTARY and PERMANENT SURRENDER of his INDIANA LICENSE, agreeing to never apply again.

After reviewing the agreement and taking its file into consideration the Board moved to APPROVE the agreement.

Allen/Barai, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Ryan Wallace, M.D., License No. 01061221A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0048
Respondent did not appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Disciplinary Hearing scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Elizabeth Kiefner-Crawford, Deputy Attorney General and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., 

After having considered the evidence presented and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to ISSUE a NOTICE of PROPOSED DEFAULT.

Barai/Allen, 6/0/0

Motion carries

At the request of the Attorney General’s Office the Board agreed to hear testimony from two witnesses.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Fred Frick, M.D., Medical Director, ISMA and LeAnne Wilson, Manager Credentialing Office, Ball Memorial Hospital was sworn in as witnesses for the State.

Dr. Frick testified that the Respondent was diagnosed as Opiate dependent in September 2006.  Dr. Frick stated that Dr. Wallace has been to Resurrection twice.  He has had nine (9) positive drug screens since September 2006.  In January 2008, Dr. Wallace was called in to meet with the ISMA committee concerning the lack of his lack of attendance at the required meetings.  In July 2008, Dr. Wallace was still non-compliant with his meetings and ISMA terminated his contract and reported the issue to the Board.
Ms. Wilson testified that Dr. Wallace is working at Ball Memorial Hospital through an outside agency.  He did inform them that he had an addiction problem.  She stated that Ball Memorial is requiring random urine drug screens and he doesn’t work alone.  She indicated that from July 23, 2007 through September 26, 2008 he had six (6) positive ETG’s.  He has not had a positive screen since he returned from Resurrection the second time.  He went to Resurrection for the second time after the positive screen on September 26, 2008.  She indicated that she does not have any reason to believe that he has ever been impaired at work.
The Board thanked the witnesses for their testimony.

After hearing the witnesses and taking its file into consideration the Board moved to request that the Attorney General’s Office review the information to see if it warrants a Summary Suspension and get back with the Board within 48 hours.

Akre/Barai, 3/4/0, with Drs. Allen, Barot, Vennekotter and Mr. Huddleston objecting

Motion fails

After further discussion the Board requested that the Attorney General’s Office review this matter for a possible Summary Suspension and have a decision for the Board when they returned from their lunch break.

CONSENSUS

Motion carries

The Board recessed for lunch at 1:10 p.m. and reconvened with the matter of Ryan Wallace, M.D. at 3:20 p.m.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Ms. Kiefner-Crawford informed the Board that the Attorney General’s Office respectfully declines to file a Summary Suspension in this matter.  

Ms. Kiefner-Crawford called LeAnne Wilson to testify.  Ms. Wilson was reminded that she was still under oath.  

Ms. Wilson stated they have agreed to increase his urine drug screens to every shift and that he will be required to check in with the physician in charge at the beginning of every shift.  She indicated that should he have a positive screen, he will be immediately suspended from the hospital and she will inform the Attorney General’s Office.  She will also inform them if he ends employment with them.
The Board thanked the witnesses for their testimony. 
Kevin John Ronan, M.D., License No. 01050528A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0034
Respondent did not appear in person and was not represented by counsel regarding a Notice of Proposed Default and Response scheduled before the Board.  The State of Indiana was represented by Elizabeth Kiefner-Crawford and the court reporter sworn in for this matter was Sherri Rutledge with Rutledge Independent Reporting.
Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

The Respondent submitted a response to the notice of proposed default that was issued.  He stated that he is confined to the naval base brig in SC and will not be able to attend a hearing until June 2009.  He requests that this matter be set for the June 2009 meeting.

Ms. Kiefner-Crawford indicated that the Attorney General’s Office does not have a problem with resetting the hearing to June.

After having considered the evidence presented and taking official notice of its file in this matter the Board moved to not enter the DEFAULT and reset the hearing to the June 2009 meeting.  Barai/Akre, no vote.  After further discussion Dr. Barai and Dr. Akre withdrew their motion and second.

After further discussion the Board moved to not enter the DEFAULT and to reset the hearing to the February 2009 meeting to see where the Respondent stands with his confinement. 

Barai/Vennekotter, 7/0/0

Motion carries

PERSONAL APPEARANCES

INITIAL/RENEWAL APPLICANTS

The following personal appearances were continued:

Khaled Osman, D.O., Initial Application

James St. George, M.D., Initial Application

The following appeared before the full Board for their scheduled personal appearances and were sworn in under oath.

James March, M.D. – Dr. March appeared before one member of the Board regarding a positive response on his initial application for licensure and was not represented by counsel.

Dr. March met with Dr Holt one-on-one due to a work schedule.  Dr. Holt presented the following information to the full Board:

· Dr. March went through the Colorado Physicians Health program even though he was not diagnosed with alcohol abuse or addiction.  He completed the program on his own accord.

· Colorado Board just recently found out about this and they are currently investigating the matter.
· Alaska was aware of the information and proceeded to issue a full unrestricted license.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 
After discussion the Board moved to APPROVE Dr. March for licensure.

Barot/Allen, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Don Domenico, M.D. – Dr. Domenico appeared before the Board regarding a positive response on his initial application for licensure and was not represented by counsel.

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Candace Backer, ISMA was sworn in as a witness for the Respondent.

Ms. Backer testified that Dr. Domenico signed a contract with ISMA.

Dr. Domenico stated that his sobriety date is June 13, 2004.  He is in a five (5) year contract with the Ohio Board’s Physician Health Program as he was diagnosed with chemical dependency.

After discussion the Board moved to APPROVE Dr. Domenico for licensure.

Akre/Holt, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Ikram Khan, M.D. – Dr. Khan appeared before the Board regarding a request for a waiver of the USMLE three (3) attempts rule and was represented by Alan Whaley.
Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Dr. Khan presented the following information as evidence for his waiver request:

· He will be serving rural and underserved areas in Tippecanoe and Stark Counties.

· Trained at Mayo Hospital in Lahore, Pakistan

· While in Pakistan he was a member of the Patient Welfare Society

· Completed training at Cleveland Clinic in Florida

· Will begin a fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic in Ohio

After discussion the Board moved to DENY his request for a waiver of the USMLE three (3) attempts rule.

Akre/Holt, 5/0/2 with Drs. Vennekotter and Barot abstaining

Motion carries

DISCUSSION

Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Presentation by Physician Assessment Clinical Education Program (PACE) – University of California, San Diego – William Norcross, M.D., Clinical profession and Director and Peter Boal, Director, Assessment Program and PEP appeared before the Board and gave a presentation on the PACE program.
The program was founded in 1996 and provides assessment of competencies and remediation of deficiencies.  They accept Physicians, Physician’s Assistants and Podiatrists.

They have a working relationship with eleven (11) Medical Boards.
Out of approximately 800 Physicians that had completed the program there have been approximately 40 that were failures.  A failure is considered unsafe to practice.

They also have a professional boundaries and anger management program for physicians.

The Board thanked for Dr. Norcorss and Mr. Boal for their presentation.

Federation of State Medical Boards – Telemedicine Model Policy – The FSMB sent a copy of the telemedicine model policy for the Board to review and submit any comments back to the FSMB.  

The Board reviewed the policy and stated they did not have any comments.

Request for the development and approval of protocols for medication treatments pursuant to IC 25-22.5-1-2.1: by Beeson Aesthetic Surgery Institute, William Beeson, M.D., CEO/Medical Director – Dr. Beeson appeared before the Board for the Board to rule on his request.

After review and discussion, the Board ruled that Dr. Beeson’s request is not experimental and is not non-conventional according to IC 25-22.5-1-2.1 and therefore approval of the Board is not needed.
Barot/Holt, 6/0/1, with Dr. Barai abstaining

Motion carries

David L. Burger, M.D., License No. 01029939A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0038: Request to not attend February’s settlement conference hearing – The Board reviewed the request from Dr. Burger to not attend the February hearing.  

The Board requested comments from Attorney General’s Office regarding the request.  Ms. Kiefner-Crawford stated that they object to his request.
After discussion and taking its file into consideration the Board moved to DENY his request to not attend the hearing.

Allen/Barai, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Glenna J. Trockman, M.D., License No. 01036500A, Cause No. 1995 MLB 0054 – Dr. Trockman submitted a controlled substances registration (CSR) with a positive response.  Dr. Trockman recently had her license reinstated from suspension to probation.  

After discussion the Board moved to APPROVE the issuance of Dr. Trockman’s CSR.

CONSENSUS

James Kemper, D.O., License No. 02003436A, Cause No. 2008 MLB 0044 – Dr. Kemper’s probation order states that he must take a record keeping and narcotics prescribing course approved by the Board.  He is requesting to take the courses given at PACE.

The Board discussed this matter after the PACE presentation and moved to APPROVE Dr. Kemper to take both courses through PACE.

Vennekotter/Akre, 7/0/0

Motion carries

John Heidingsfelder, M.D., License No. 01037311A, Cause No. 2006 MLB 0037
Dr. Heidingsfelder’s probation order specifies that he is to do a narcotics prescribing course at Vanderbilt.  He is requesting that he be allowed to do the course at Case Western.

After discussion the Board stated that since this was specified in his probationary order, therefore, he would have to request a hearing to modify his order before the Board could consider his request.

CONSENSUS

REVIEW OF INITIAL APPLICATIONS
Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

The Board reviewed the positive response information on the following applicants and approved them for issuance:  Holt/Allen, 7/0/0   

Thomas Marchiondo, D.O.                          Charles Oates, M.D.
Shashidhar Subbanna, M.D.                       Addison Tarr, D.O.

Charles Wasson, M.D.

Ronald Bibb, M.D., Initial application – The Board reviewed the positive response information submitted with Dr. Bibb’s initial application for licensure.  After discussion the Board moved to DENY his application.
Holt/Allen, 7/0/0

Motion carries

Anthony Garcia, M.D., Initial application – The Board reviewed the positive response information submitted with Dr. Garcia’s initial application for licensure.  The Board discussed denying his application based upon this information.  After discussion, the Board requested that staff should contact Dr. Garcia and give him the option to withdraw his application with the knowledge that the Board was in favor of denying it.  If he chooses not to withdraw, the Board requested that a personal appearance be set for the February 2009 meeting.
CONSENSUS

The Board reviewed and approved the following Physician Assistant Prescriptive Authority applications:  Akre/Huddleston, 7/0/0 motion carries
Participating Board Members:  Stephen Huddleston, J.D., Thomas Akre, D.O., Donald Vennekotter, M.D., Robert Allen, M.D., Navin Barot, M.D., Bharat Barai, M.D., Worthe Holt, Jr., M.D. 

Stephanie Pike, 10000970A                         Steven Trimble, 10000003A
Brent Ambler, 10000969A                            Billy Walker, 10000737A

Melissa Key, 10000923A                             Cathy Marchionda, 10000956A

Lori Vasquez, 10000650A
                          Gayle Pugh, 10000495A

Matthew Ozimek, Initial application

There being no further business the Board adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
                                                                      _____________________________
                                                                      Stephen Huddleston, J.D., President
                                                                      _____________________________

                                                                      Thomas Akre, D.O., Secretary                                                                     
