FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR ACCOUNTANCY

Question:  How many years of experience do you need to meet the work requirements?

Answer:    Initial issuance – 2 years (See Indiana Code 25-2.1-3-10)

                 Reciprocal – 4 years (See Indiana Code 25-2.1-4-4)

Question:  Do I have to work directly under a licensed CPA to gain accounting experience?

Answer:    No, but a licensee must verify experience. (See Indiana Code 25-2.1-3-10)

Question:  Does an advance degree in accounting or business administration from college substitute for one year of accounting experience?


Answer:     Yes, if the applicant is a first time exam candidate prior to January 1, 2000.  
(See 872 IAC 1-1-8.4)

Question:  I already mailed my transcripts to CPA Exam Services; do I need to re-submit them?

Answer:     No, IPLA has your application file from CPA Exam Services.

Question:  How do I change my license from active to inactive?

Answer:    This must be done at the time of renewal.  Submit the renewal fee and the completed renewal form with the appropriate space marked. (See Indiana Code 25-2.1-4-5 and 872 IAC 1-3-14.5)

Question:  How often do I need to renew my CPA license, and what is the fee?

Answer:     CPAs renew every three years on June 30.  Currently the renewal fee is $105.00. (See 872 IAC 1-1-10 and 872 IAC 1-3-6)

Question:  Is there a late fee for renewing a CPA license?

Answer:    Yes, a $50.00 restoration fee plus renewal fee. 
Question:  How do I reinstate a license that has been expired more than 18 months?

Answer:    Request a renewal form by email to pla11@pla.in.gov, after you receive the renewal form submit of $ 155.00, ($50.00 restoration fee plus $ 105 renewal fee) a letter of explanation of your employment since expiration and proof of the 120 hours of CPE for an active license. 
Question:  How do I get a CPA Exam application?

Answer:    Call 1-800-CPA-EXAM ext 4263, email mshin@nasba.org or visit their web site at www.nasba.org. 
Question:  Is there a fee due with the application for licensure?

Answer:    Yes, the transfer of grades, substantial equivalency and reciprocity fee is $75.00.  There is no application fee for an initial issuance of a license.  

Question: When does the board meet?

Answer:     You can verify the board meeting dates by visiting our web site at http://www.in.gov/pla/files/IBA-2009_mtg_dates.doc
Question:  Can I call and get board decisions?

Answer:    No, you will be notified by email.

Question: How do I transfer my CPA exam grades from Indiana to another state?

Answer:    You will need the Indiana Score Transfer Authorization Form which is available on NASBA's website under Indiana at www.nasba.org
Go to, EXAMS 

           CPA EXAM 

Click- Indiana State

Click- First time application
Question: How do I transfer my grades from another state into Indiana?

Answer:    You will need the Indiana Score Transfer Authorization Form which is available on NASBA's website under Indiana at www.nasba.org
Go to, EXAMS 

           CPA EXAM 

Click- Indiana State

Click- First time application
Question: How do I receive a verification or certification of my Indiana license for another state?

Answer:    If you hold an Indiana license, the license is verified at http://www.in.gov/pla/verify.htm
Question: What is the CPE requirement if I choose to renew active?

Answer:    If licensed for the full three-year reporting period, 120 CPE hours are required for the three-year reporting period (20 minimum hours per year) 10% of the total must be in accounting and/or auditing and at least 4 hours must be in ethics for accountants starting for reporting period of 1/1/09 to 12/31/11. No more than 50% of the total may be in self-study. (See 872 IAC 1-3-3 and 872 IAC 1-3-3.1)

Question:  How do I know if the CPE I am taking counts toward renewal of my license?

Answer:      Neither CPE courses nor CPE sponsors are required to be pre approved by the Indiana Board of Accountancy. For a course to qualify and be included in the CPE minimum hour requirement, it must be formally organized, primarily instructional, and contribute directly to professional competence in the practice of public accountancy.  (See 872 IAC 1-3-3.4)

Question:  How much CPE do I need if my license was issued in the current reporting period? 
Answer:      Please refer to the table below for the CPE required to renew in an active status
Date of Issuance of Certificate:


      Required Hours

Required Minimum

                                                                                         For Three (3)

Hours for the








      Year                       
Year of Issuance or

                                                                                         Reporting Period            Reactivation
January 1 - March 31 first year of the reporting period         
 
 120                           
20

April 1 - June 30 first year of the reporting period             
 
 110


15

July 1 - September 30 first year of the reporting period    
 
 100                           
10

October 1 - December 31 first year of the reporting period 
   
   90                            
  0

January 1 - March 31-second year of the reporting period      
   80                            
20

April 1 - June 30 second year of the reporting period           
   
   70                      
15

July 1 - September 30 second year of the reporting period 
   
   60                         
10

October 1 - December 31 second year of the reporting period  
   50                          
  0

January 1 – March 31 third year of the reporting period      
   
   40                           
N/A

April 1 – June 30 third year of the reporting period
     
  
   30                          
N/A

July 1 – September 30 third year of the reporting period        
   20                     
N/A

October 1 – December 31 third year of the reporting period
    
     0                               0

Question:  I am taking college courses.  Do they count for CPE?

Answer:      All licensees will be given CPE credit for graduate level courses.  Credit shall be given at the rate of 15 CPE hours for each semester credit hour.  CPE credit granted for these hours will be given only for a grade of C or above.  A grade of C- or below is not considered as satisfactory completion of a course by the board.  Please note that all courses must meet the definition of a CPE course pursuant to 872 IAC 1-3-3.4. (See 872 IAC 1-3-4)

Question:  If I am not practicing when I renew, do I need CPE?

Answer:      No.  You may renew inactive without obtaining any CPE hours.  When in an inactive status you may not practice or hold yourself out as a licensee.   You may use the initials “CPA, PA, or AP” only if the word “inactive” follows. (See Indiana Code 25-2.1-4-5(c))

Question:  How do I activate my inactive license?

Answer:      Obtain 120 hours of CPE.  The hours must be obtained no EARLIER than 3 years prior to the date the application is submitted for activation.  Ten percent of the 120-hour requirement must be in accounting and/or auditing and at least 4 hours of the 120-hour requirement must be in ethics for accountants.  No more than 50% of the total 120 may be in self-study. (See 872 IAC 1-3-14.5 and 872 IAC 1-3-3 – 872 IAC 1-3-5)

Question:  How do I report my CPE?

Answer:      Report the continuing education on the renewal application. Licensees are required to sign a statement on the renewal form attesting that they have complied with the CPE requirements, if applicable. The Board may verify any information submitted by the applicant and may request the applicant to submit evidence supporting the course information. (See 872 IAC 1-3-6)
Question:  How do I request a duplicate wall certificate?

Answer:      Since we are no longer providing large wall certificates, you can purchase something similar by contacting: 

www.officialframes.com
Toll Free: 877-259-5484

In the Indianapolis area: 317-536-5646
