PT Meeting 

2/6/2013


INDIANA PHYSICAL THERAPY COMMITTEE

February 6, 2013

MINUTES

I.
Mrs. Mary Bennett, P.T. called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. in Conference Room W064 of the Indiana Professional Licensing Agency, Indiana Government Center South, 402 W. Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204.  A quorum was established. 

Members Present: 

Mary Bennett, P.T., Chair

Megan Certo, P.T., Member 

Maria Fletcher, M.D., Member 

Deborah Reed, P.T, Member 

Members Absent: 


None

State Officials Present: 

Tasha Coleman, Board Director, Indiana Professional Licensing Agency

Crystal Smith, Assistant Board Director, Indiana Professional Licensing Agency

Gordon White, Board Advisory Council, Office of the Attorney General

II.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

A motion was made and seconded to adopt the agenda, as amended.  



Reed/Certo



3/0/0
Motion carried 
III.
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES FROM THE NOVEMBER 7, 2012 MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE

A motion was made and seconded to adopt the Minutes from the November 7, 2012 meeting, as amended.  


Certo/Reed



4/0/0
Motion carried 

IV. PROBATIONARY PERSONAL APPEARANCES


A.   Ruth Ann Cenove-Wotring did personally appear before Committee to answer questions regarding her probationary status.  At the November meeting the Committee indicated that she had not been submitting her probationary reports in a timely manner and wanted to speak with her in person regarding her file.  Staff will send a letter informing Ms. Cenove-Wotring of the upcoming meeting dates so that she can submit paperwork two weeks prior to the meeting.  
V. PERSONAL APPEARANCES






                 
A.   Austin Straub

       Re: Failure to Appear/ Positive Response Application 
Mr. Straub did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding his application.  Mr. Straub submitted an application for his PTA certificate in June 2012; he failed to report on that application his arrest for operating a vehicle endangering a person in May 2012 with marijuana in his system.  Mr. Straub was issued a temporary permit and approved to sit for the exam based on his false application.  When the Committee found out that he had not reported his arrest on his original application they requested that he appear in November 2012; Mr. Straub failed to appear and failed the exam.  In January 2013 he pled guilty to OWI with marijuana metabolite in his system, spent 6 days in jail, and was ordered to a year’s probation. After reviewing the information presented and hearing testimony a motion was made and seconded to approve a second attempt for the exam, upon successful completion of the exam his PTA certificate will be placed on probation.  Probation will run concurrent with his criminal probation.  He will be required to submit personal reports, as well as supervisor letters if he is working as a PTA, he is to submit a signed copy of his order by his PTA employer within 10 days of employment or receipt of the order, comply with the terms of his criminal probation, and request termination of the probationary order upon successful completion of the criminal probation.

Certo/Reed


4/0/0
Motion carried

B.   Otoniel Espinosa
       Re: Positive Response Application 
Mr. Espinosa did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding his positive response application.  He reported several offenses including battery, possession of a firearm at his high school, theft, criminal trespass, and two charges of resisting arrest. After reviewing the information presented and hearing testimony a motion was made and seconded to approve him to take the exam.  Once he has passed the exam Mr. Espinosa is to provide proof that he has resolved his criminal issues, has a valid driver’s license, and reappear before the Committee prior to being issued a PTA certification.  

Certo/Fletcher


4/0/0
Motion carried 

C.   Rebecca Milligan

       Re: Expired Renewal Application
Mrs. Milligan personally appeared before the Committee to request reinstatement of her PT license which expired in 2004; she has not practiced as a PT since 2002.  After reviewing the information a motion was made and seconded to approve reinstatement upon the successful completion of the NPTE exam.  Should she not pass the exam within 12 months of this date the reinstatement application will be denied. 


Fletcher/Reed


4/0/0
Motion carried   

D.   Lyndsey Miller

                    Re: Positive Response Application 

Ms. Miller did personally appear before the Committee to answer questions regarding her positive response PTA application.  She was charged with public intoxication and resisting law enforcement in 2011 and order to complete a diversion program.  She failed to successfully complete the diversion program due to her drinking and being arrested with a blood alcohol content of 2.234 and being placed on criminal probation in August 2012.  After hearing testimony a motion was made and seconded approve her to sit for the exam, upon successful completion of the exam she will need have completed an addictionologist report and submit the report to the Committee for review.  Once the report has been submitted to the committee for review she shall be required to reappear before the Committee.  

Certo/Reed


4/0/0
Motion carried 

VI.
ADMINSTRATIVE HEARINGS






                 
A.
 In the matter of the license of Regino M. Aparri, License Number: 05007659A
                

Administrative Cause Number: 2012 PTC 0014

Re: Proposed Settlement Agreement
Resolution: A motion was made and seconded to approve the settlement agreement, with the addition of a billing course in addition to the ethics course already required in the settlement agreement.  He shall get preapproval from the Committee prior to completing either course.  In addition to the ethics and billing courses the agreement shall include a letter of reprimand, and a five hundred dollar ($500.00) fine, payable within 30 days of the final order.  


Certo/Fletcher


4/0/0
Motion carried 
B. 
In the matter of the license of Raju Rajendran, License Number: 05003137A


Administrative Cause Number: 2012 PTC 0013


Re: Proposed Settlement Agreement 
Resolution: A motion was made and seconded to approve the settlement agreement, as written.  The Agreement shall include a letter of reprimand.  


Certo/Reed


4/0/0
Motion carried 


C.   In the matter of the license of Ronald Cole, License Number: 05010744A



  Administrative Cause Number: 2012 PTC 0005



  Re: Order to Show Cause 


Parties and Counsel Present: 


Darren Covington, DAG

Ronald Cole, PT

Witnesses: 

Ronald Cole, PT


Participating Committee Members: 


Mary Bennett, P.T.


Megan Certo, P.T.


Maria Fletcher, M.D. 


Debbie Reed, P.T.


Court Reporter:  


Susan Hessman 


Case Summary:  On February 15, 2012 the Committee placed Respondent’s license on probation following a personal appearance.  Respondent reported that his Kentucky PT license was on probation.  
Resolution:  After reviewing the file and hearing testimony a motion was made and seconded to   impose a $500 fine and require that all of the reports from Kentucky be sent; both of which shall be completed within 30 days of the date of the order.  All other terms of the original probationary order shall remain in effect.  

Reed/Certo


4/0/0
Motion carried 

D. 
 In the matter of the license of Sherri Jo Groce, License Number: 05005761A



  Administrative Cause Number: 2011 PTC 0001


  
  Re: Petition to Withdraw Probation 


Parties and Counsel Present: 


Darren Covington, DAG


Sherri Groce, PT

Witnesses: 


Sherri Groce, PT 


Participating Committee Members: 


Mary Bennett, P.T.


Megan Certo, P.T.


Maria Fletcher, M.D. 


Debbie Reed, P.T.


Court Reporter:  


Susan Hessman 


Case Summary:  The Committee received a complaint filed February 16, 2011 which indicated that the Respondent had been charged with and convicted of Fraudulent Obtaining of Controlled Substance, a Class D Felony, operating while intoxicated, and operating with controlled substance in the body, both misdemeanors, had obtained employment and falsified her application by not revealing that she had been convicted of a felony, and renewing her Indiana PT license without reporting that she had been convicted of a felony. Based on the aforementioned information, the Committee placed Respondent’s PT license on probation in September 2011.  
Resolution:   After hearing testimony and reviewing the file a motion was made and seconded to withdraw the probationary terms and to issue the license unencumbered.   

Reed/Certo


4/0/0
Motion carried 

E. 

In the matter of the license of Syed Aijaz Aziz, License Number: 05004264A




Administrative Cause Number: 2012 PTC 0004




Re: Complaint 

Resolution: Based on Respondent’s failure to appear motion was made and seconded to issue a Notice of Proposed Default. 



Certo/Reed




4/0/0
Motion carried 
VI. APPLICATION REVIEW
A.    Idris Omosanya

       Re: PTA application 
The Committee reviewed a PTA application for Mr. Omosanya who completed his education as a PT in the USA.  A motion was made and seconded to deny the application based on IC 25-27-1-6 which indicates that a PTA must have graduated from a two (2) year PTA program.  


Fletcher/Certo



4/0/0
Motion carried 


B. 
Prunela Rundlett



Re: PT Application 
The Committee reviewed the PT endorsement application for Ms. Rundlett.  A motion was made and seconded to deny the application due to Ms. Rundlett not having a passing score for Indiana and her credential evaluation stated that her education was not substantially equivalent to the first professional degree in PT in the USA.   




Fletcher/Certo




4/0/0
Motion carried
VIII.
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
A. Probation Report by Megan Certo:  Megan Certo gave the Committee an update on the statuses of probationers.  With the exception of the following all probationers are in compliance with their orders: 

· Mowbrey: missing supervisor report and personal information; staff will send another letter reminding her that she needs to submit missing information immediately and follow-up information at least 2 weeks prior to the meeting.  
· Estes: has not submitted the signed order; staff will send reminder letter.
B. Withdrawal of applications due to death in the family:  The Committee has received requests to not withdraw applications due to death(s) in the family.  The Committee decided that the application need not be withdrawn in the event of immediate family (parent, spouse, child, and/or sibling) deaths, if the death is within the week of the exam.  If deaths are not in the immediate family and fall outside of the designated window, the application must be withdrawn and a new application, including fee, transcripts, etc. must be resubmitted for the next exam.  
C. Electronic meeting policy: Tabled until May
D. FAQs: Mary Bennett is working on compiling the FAQs to be posted on our website; Megan Certo indicated that we should leave practice questions out and deal with policy questions only.   Mary will look at the other board’s FAQs and gear ours the same way. 
E. Continuing Competency/Education: The CC rule was signed by Gov. Pence on January 31, 2013 and will be effective February 27, 2013.  The Committee will require all licensees to have completed 10 hours plus 2 hours of Indiana Jurisprudence and Ethics for the first renewal.  No hours completed prior to the effective date will be acceptable for the 2014 renewal.  
F. ROEC/ERASER: The Committee discussed the proposed bill that would replace ROEC with the ERASER Committee.  If the bill passes the PTC would potentially be required to complete another sunset evaluation.  
X.
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, and having completed its duties, the meeting of the Indiana Physical Therapy Committee adjourned at 3:00 pm. 

___________________________________

     








Mary Bennett, PT, Chair 
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