
  

 

 

  

  

  

   

 

  

 

     

         

        

         

 

      

   

 

   

 

             

       

 

         

   

 

         

        

              

        

         

       

             

          

       

 

           

    

 

    

 

           

 

    

 

           

          

         

        

     

 

          

            

     

   

 

Agenda Item #4 

BEFORE THE 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

OF THE 

STATE OF INDIANA 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES GOVERNING ) 

INVASIVE CARP HARVEST PERMITS ) LSA Document #25-281(F) 

) 

) 

REPORT ON RULE PROCESSING, PUBLIC HEARING, AND HEARING OFFICER ANALYSIS WITH 

RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING FINAL ACTION 

1. RULE PROCESSING 

For consideration as to final action, is the proposed added rule governing invasive carp harvest permits under 312 IAC 

9-10-8 that otherwise qualifies as a rule charged by the Department of Natural Resources (the “Department”). 

The Natural Resources Commission (the “Commission”) gave preliminary adoption to the proposed permanent rules on 
May 20, 2025. 

Whitney Wampler, Deputy General Counsel for the Administration Bureau for the Department submitted the proposed 

rule language and regulatory analysis to the Indiana Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and Indiana State 

Budget Agency (SBA) for review and approval. By letter dated April 17, 2025, Lisa Hershman (OMB) and Chad 

Ranney (SBA) authorized the Department to proceed with the proposed rules as follows: 

Pursuant to the provisions of IC 4-22-2-22.8, the Office of Management and Budget and State Budget Agency 

have reviewed the proposed rule that adds a new rule at 312 IAC 9-10-27 of the Indiana Administrative Code 

(0MB #2024-38R), which you originally submitted on June 5, 2024, and resubmitted on October 22, 2024. 

After reviewing the revised proposed rule, the recommendation of 0MB and SBA is that the rule changes be 

approved. DNR is authorized to commence the public comment period(s). 

Furthermore, if you revise the proposed rule after this approval, you must resubmit the rule to 0MB and obtain 

a new approval pursuant to IC 4-22-2-22.8(e). 

2. BUDGET COMMITTEE REVIEW 

The proposed permanent rule was not required to be submitted to the Budget Committee for review under IC 4-22-2. 

3. FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING 

The Commission received authorization to proceed from the Indiana Register/Legislative Services Agency on May 23, 

2025. The Notice of First Comment Period to adopt a rule was published by the Indiana Register at DIN: 20250611-

IR-312250281FNA on June 11, 2025. The notice identified Linnea Petercheff as the “small business regulatory 
coordinator” for purposes of IC 4-22-2-28.1. The Notice of Public Hearing was published at DIN: 20250611-IR-

312250281PHA on June 11, 2025. 

The Commission posted the Notice of First Comment Period, Regulatory Analysis, and Notice of Public Hearing and 

other information required under IC 4-22-2-22.5 on the Commission’s rulemaking docket maintained on its website at 

https://www.in.gov/nrc/rules/rulemaking-docket/. The rulemaking docket was updated periodically as the rule adoption 

process progressed. 
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Agenda Item #4 

Under IC 4-22-2-28, the proposed permanent rules and regulatory analysis were submitted to the Indiana Economic 

Development Corporation’s (IEDC) Small Business Ombudsman on June 12, 2025. According to the response from the 

IEDC, “Based upon this statement and review, the Indiana Small Business Ombudsman is neutral on the proposed rule 

related to economic impact on small business if the Natural Resources Commission conclusion reflect the actual result 

after promulgation.” 

The public hearing was held on July 14, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., at the Sugar Ridge Fish and Wildlife Area, 2310 East State 

Road 364, Winslow, Indiana, 47598. The meeting was also live streamed via Teams, providing members of the public 

the opportunity to appear in person or through the Teams application and provide comments. There were no public 

comments received during the meeting. Members of the public were also able to make comments through the 

Commission’s rulemaking docket until the public commenting period closed on July 14, 2025, at 11:59 p.m. There 

were no substantive comments received during the public comment period. The only comments received stated that 

rules were needed to manage the invasive carp population. A second public comment period and public hearing were 

not required. 

4. A SECOND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND PUBLIC HEARING WERE NOT REQUIRED. 

There were no changes made to the rules as a result of comments received during the second public comment period or 

public hearing. 

5. HEARING OFFICER ANALYIS WITH RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING FINAL ADOPTION 

Invasive carp, including bighead, silver, and grass carp species, are invasive. Invasive carp has become an issue 

throughout the Midwest. Invasive carp impacts not only native riverine ecosystems but also boating and fishing 

recreational activities on rivers. The Department received millions of dollars in federal funding to address the invasive 

carp overpopulation issue on a broad scale. During the last several years, Department fisheries biologists were approached 

by numerous potential investors and business owners that want to capitalize on the largely untapped invasive carp 

population in state waters. Initially, the Department established the invasive carp harvest permit by the emergency rules 

process, which was repealed by HEA 1623-2023. Additionally, in 2024, the Department used the interim rulemaking 

process under IC 4-22-2-37.2 to implement the invasive carp harvest permit. The Department believes that the first step 

toward increasing harvest and decreasing the overpopulation of invasive carp. The proposed rules establish a permit for 

invasive carp harvesting that allow specific fishing gears to be used that are not currently permitted for use by sport 

anglers and not allowed in water where commercial fishing is currently allowed. The proposed rule adds a new 

opportunity for commercial fishing permit holders to catch additional invasive carp that they harvest under the permit for 

a profit, and to help reduce the invasive carp population, which helps Hoosier anglers. The proposed rules meet the 

requirements of IC 4-22-2 and IC 14 and should be adopted by the commission. 

The proposed final rule and regulatory analysis are appropriate and are presented for final adoption and attached as 

Exhibit A. 

Dated: September 29, 2025 

UPDATED Hearing Officer 

Whitney M. Wampler 
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Agenda Item #4 

Exhibit A 

PROPOSED FINAL RULE AND REGULATORY ANALYSIS: INVASIVE CARP HARVEST PERMIT 

PROPOSED FINAL RULE 

LSA Document #25-281 

SECTION 1. 312 IAC 9-10-28 IS ADDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

312 IAC 9-10-28 Invasive carp harvest permit 

Authority: IC 14-10-2-1; IC 14-10-2-4; IC 14-22-2-4; IC 14-22-2-6 

Affected: IC 4-21.5; IC 14-22 

Sec. 28. (a) The following definitions apply throughout this section: 

(1) "Bycatch" means a fish or an aquatic life that is not an invasive carp. 

(2) "Invasive carp" includes silver carp, bighead carp, black carp, and grass carp. 

(3) "Restricted water" means a water of the state where: 

(A) commercial fishing is not authorized under the Indiana Code or this article; 

(B) commercial fishing with gill nets or seines is prohibited under the Indiana Code or this article; or 

(C) fishing with gill nets of a restricted mesh size is prohibited under the Indiana Code or this article. 

(b) The department may issue to an individual an invasive carp harvest permit under this section that allows the 

individual to harvest and sell invasive carp using gill nets and seines not otherwise authorized for fishing in a water of the 

state. 

(c) An invasive carp harvest permit issued under this section is subject to: 

(1) the conditions set forth in the application for an invasive carp harvest permit; and 

(2) the terms, conditions, and restrictions under an invasive carp harvest permit. 

(d) The director of the division of fish and wildlife may place the following conditions on the invasive carp harvest 

permit: 

(1) The location where harvesting is permitted. 

(2) The date and time when certain gear may be used. 

(3) The permitted gear to harvest invasive carp. 

An individual may fish with an invasive carp harvest permit in restricted water if the individual provides the information 

required under subsection (f). 

(e) The director of the division of fish and wildlife may issue an invasive carp harvest permit under this section to 

an individual who meets the following requirements: 

(1) The individual completes an application in a form and manner prescribed by the department that includes the 

following information: 

(A) The boat motor horsepower and hull width and length. 

(B) The type, size, and quantity of gear. 

(C) The years of prior experience using the gear under clause (B). 

(D) The location and water of the state where the individual intends to harvest invasive carp. 

(E) The intended disposition of harvested fish. 

(2) The individual does not have a suspended or revoked: 

(A) sport fishing license; 

(B) commercial fishing license; 

(C) roe dealer's license; or 

(D) roe harvester's license; 

by a criminal or an administrative process, in the state or any other jurisdiction. 
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Agenda Item #4 

(f) An individual who is issued an invasive carp harvest permit shall do the following: 

(1) Notify the department at least forty-eight (48) hours before the requested harvest date and provide the 

following information: 

(A) The name of the individual who is issued the invasive carp harvest permit. 

(B) The requested harvest date. 

(C) The name and location of the boat ramp to be used on the harvest date. 

(D) The river where invasive carp is to be harvested. 

(E) The specific location within the river where invasive carp is to be harvested, including the river mile, 

nearest town, and embayment name. 

(F) The gear to be used. 

(2) Harvest invasive carp only on the date and in the location approved by the department. 

(3) Notify the department and receive approval before changing the requested harvesting date or location. 

(4) Harvest and possess only invasive carp species. 

(5) Release all bycatch immediately upon capture. 

(6) Use gear in a way that does not prevent the navigation of another watercraft. 

(7) Attend to deployed gear at all times. 

(8) Visibly mark each net set with floating buoys and signs provided by the department. 

(9) Remove all gear from a water of the state at end of the calendar day. 

(10) Possess only gear authorized under this rule while aboard a watercraft: 

(A) from which a gill net or seine is actively set, retrieved, or transported; 

(B) to set or retrieve a gill net or seine; or 

(C) to transport harvested invasive carp; 

under this section. 

(11) Report accurate harvests to the department not later than seven (7) days after the date invasice carp is 

harvested. A report must be submitted before requesting a new date and location to harvest invasive carp. A 

report must include the following: 

(A) The name of the individual who is issued the invasive carp harvest permit. 

(B) The date harvesting occurred. 

(C) The name or location of the boat ramp used. 

(D) The name of the river where harvesting occurred. 

(E) The specific location within the water of the state where harvesting occurred. 

(F) The gear used, including the mesh size and total feet deployed. 

(G) The number and pounds of invasive carp harvested by species. 

(H) The number of bycatch released by species. 

(12) Allow a conservation officer or other authorized agent of the department to perform: 

(A) an on board inspection; 

(B) a dockside inspection; or 

(C) both clauses (A) and (B); 

of the gear and harvest at any time. 

(13) Sell or otherwise legally discard invasive carp. 

(g) An individual who is issued an invasive carp harvest permit may use an individual who is not issued an invasive 

carp harvest permit to assist while actively harvesting. An individual assisting under this subsection may operate a boat 

or fishing gear independently from the individual issued the invasive carp harvest permit if at least two (2) boats are used 

to deploy, attend, or retrieve a single net. The individual assisting under this subsection must not have had a suspended or 

revoked: 

(1) sport fishing license; 

(2) commercial fishing license; 

(3) roe dealer's license; or 

(4) roe harvester's license; 

by a court or an administrative process, in the state or any other jurisdiction. 

(h) The department shall do the following: 
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(1) Maintain a list of the names and contact information of individuals issued an invasive carp harvest permit. 

(2) Unless the harvesting request is denied under subsection (i), review and approve a qualified harvesting request 

by assigning a date, location, and boat ramp to an individual who is issued an invasive carp harvest permit. 

(i) The department shall deny a harvesting request for the following reasons: 

(1) The department determines that a higher than normal bycatch is likely to occur on the requested date and at 

the requested location. 

(2) The department finds that excessive user conflicts will occur. 

(3) The individual who is issued the invasive carp harvest permit consistently fails to submit the report required 

by this section. 

(j) An individual who is issued an invasive carp harvest permit may sell invasive carp harvested under an invasive 

carp harvest permit. The individual may not transport live invasive carp, or transport invasive carp in a way intended to 

keep the invasive carp alive, under a permit. 

(k) An individual who is issued an invasive carp harvest permit may transport invasive carp if the invasive carp 

are: 

(1) not live by a means under 312 IAC 9-6-7; 

(2) packed on ice only while directly transported to a fish market or processor; or 

(3) packed dry while directly transported to a fish market or processor. 

(l) An invasive carp harvest permit may be suspended, denied, or revoked under IC 4-21.5 if the individual who 

is issued the invasive carp harvest permit: 

(1) fails to comply with requirements under this section; 

(2) provides false information on: 

(A) an application for an invasive carp harvest permit; or 

(B) a report required under this section; or 

(3) has a suspended or revoked: 

(A) sport fishing license; 

(B) commercial fishing license; 

(C) roe dealer's license; or 

(D) roe harvester's license. 

(m) An invasive carp harvest permit issued under this section expires December 31 of the year the invasive carp 

harvest permit is issued. (Natural Resources Commission; 312 IAC 9-10-28) 
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Agenda Item #4 

312 NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

Regulatory Analysis 

LSA Document #25-281 

I. Description of Rule 

a. History and Background of the Rule – Invasive carp, including bighead, silver, and grass carp species, are 

invasive. Invasive carp has become an issue throughout the Midwest. Invasive carp impacts not only native riverine 

ecosystems but also boating and fishing recreational activities on rivers. Department of Natural Resources 

(Department) fisheries biologists regularly talk with anglers and are frequently asked what steps the department is 

taking to reduce the invasive carp population. For at least eight (8) years, the department actively participated in the 

Ohio River Invasive Carp Partnership (partnership), which annually prioritizes invasive carp research and management 

projects among state partners. The partnership is comprised of the department, the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resource, the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, the 

Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission, the West Virginia Department of Natural Resources, the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, the U.S. Geological Survey, and several universities assisting with 

state prioritized research. During this time, the partnership obtained millions of dollars in federal funding to address the 

invasive carp overpopulation issue on a broad scale. The department specifically received more than three million one 

hundred thousand dollars ($3,100,000) to assist with the collaborative effort. Most of the funding received does not 

have a state dollar match. 

Work conducted by the partnership yielded useful information regarding: (1) invasive carp relative densities; (2) 

growth rates and conditions for evaluating population level changes; (3) the extent of spawning and recruitment on the 

Ohio River basin; (4) the specific recruitment locations; (5) adult silver carp movement rates and patterns; and (6) the 

feasibility of contractual or commercial harvest facilitation programs. At a July 2023 meeting of the partnership, the 

need to substantially increase invasive carp harvest in the Ohio River basin was identified. A large portion of state 

waters are a known source of the invasive carp population in the Ohio River basin. Very little harvesting occurs in the 

Ohio River basin due to the legality of effective fishing gears to catch invasive carp, and the lack of locations to sell 

invasive carp locally. 

During the last several years, department fisheries biologists were approached by numerous potential investors and 

business owners that want to capitalize on the largely untapped invasive carp population in state waters. However, 

businesses cannot afford to invest in an area where little to no harvesting of invasive carp occurs, because businesses 

need a steady supply of product to justify the startup cost. Therefore, the department believes that the first step toward 

increasing harvest is to allow the use of certain fishing gear proven effective for catching large numbers of invasive 

carp. 

b. Scope of the Rule – The proposed rule creates a new permit to allow specific fishing gears to be used to harvest 

invasive carp that are not currently allowed for use by sport anglers and not allowed in water where commercial fishing 

is currently allowed. The rule would include the necessary oversight provisions to ensure native fish are not impacted 

by the new fishing methods permitted under the rule. This permit also adds a new opportunity for commercial fishing 

permit holders to catch additional invasive carp and sell it with no cost for the permit. Without the permit, these anglers 

may not fish in state waters with the permitted types of fishing gear. Anglers have a new opportunity to sell invasive 

carp that they harvest under the permit for a profit, and to help reduce the invasive carp population, which helps 

Hoosier anglers. The proposed rule allows an individual to fish with an invasive carp harvest permit in restricted water 

if the individual provides certain information to the department. Additionally, the proposed rule describes when an 

individual who is not issued an invasive carp harvest permit may assist an individual who is issued an invasive carp 

harvest permit, and the requirements of assisting the individual. Finally, the proposed rule clarifies requirements 

regarding live invasive carp and provides requirements for transporting invasive carp. 

c. Statement of Need – Invasive carp have become an issue in state rivers. Invasive carp impacts recreational activities 

and ecosystem functions by jumping onto boats, creating a danger to people, and outcompeting native fish in certain 

areas by eating their food. Current rules prohibit the use of a gill net and seines in most state waters, except seines less 
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Agenda Item #4 

than one hundred (100) yards long that may be commercially used in the boundary waters of the Wabash River and a 

gill net with specific mesh sizes that may be commercially used in the Ohio River. Gill nets and large seines have 

proved to be effective for harvesting large numbers of invasive carp, and ongoing programs in other states have 

demonstrated that the gear can be used responsibly to ensure minimal impact to native fish species while harvesting 

larger numbers of invasive carp. Large numbers of invasive carp frequently concentrate in areas currently closed to 

commercial fishing; therefore, to start having an impact on the invasive carp population, and the entire Ohio River 

basin, anglers need to be able to use effective harvest methods in locations where large numbers of invasive carp reside. 

There is no new statutory requirement, court order, or audit finding necessitating this new permit option. 

d. Statutory Authority for the Proposed Rule – The department has the statutory authority to establish the methods 

for taking a wild animal in IC 14-22-2-6. The department is also required to develop rules that are based upon “(A) The 
welfare of the wild animal. (B) The relationship of the wild animal to other animals. (C) The welfare of the people.” 

Under IC 14-22-2-6. “Wild animal” (as defined by IC 14-8-2-318) includes fish. The natural resources commission 

(commission) has the statutory authority to adopt rules pursuant to IC 14-10-2-4. 

e. Fees, Fines, and Civil Penalties – The permit is free; therefore, there will be no new fees. The only fines associated 

with the permit will be those already set forth for a violation of fish and wildlife laws under IC 14-22-38. 

II. Fiscal Impact Analysis 

a. Anticipated Effective Date of the Rule – Preliminary adoption with the commission would be at the May 

commission meeting. If preliminary adoption is in May, the first comment period and public hearing would run until 

the beginning of July, and the second comment period and public hearing would run until the end of August, then final 

adoption of the proposed permanent rule would be at the September commission meeting. After review by the Attorney 

General and the Governor, the rule would likely be submitted to the Indiana Register in late November or early 

December. The proposed rule would be effective December 2025 or January 2026. 

b. Estimated Fiscal Impact on State and Local Government – The department expects no impact to expenditures or 

revenue for state or local government. There will be some administrative costs for department staff associated with the 

permit, including reviewing applications, reviewing fishing requests, and summarizing fishing reports. There will be at 

least one (1) intermittent employee staffed to conduct frequent ride-alongs with permit holders participating in invasive 

carp fishing. However, these administrative and staffing costs will be funded by federal funds that do not require a state 

match that are designated for invasive carp control efforts occurring in the Ohio River basin. 

c. Sources of Expenditures or Revenues Affected by the Rule – There will be no need for changes in the distribution 

of revenue resulting from the rule change. All costs to implement the permit are funded using federal funds that do not 

require a state match, which the department received from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to 

research and manage invasive carp in the Ohio River basin. 

III. Impacted Parties 

a. The department estimates at least ten (10) and not more than thirty (30) individuals will be interested in an invasive 

carp harvest permit initially. This is a best estimate based on conversations with existing commercial fishing permit 

holders over the last several years and perceived interest. Once effective methods for invasive carp harvest are 

permitted, small business opportunities should grow, and processing facilities may become established. The creation of 

this permit would allow small business opportunities to expand by capitalizing on the underutilized invasive carp 

population. As processing facilities become established, additional anglers may become interested in harvesting 

invasive carp because there are local places to sell the invasive Carp. Fishing activities will reduce invasive carp 

populations, which will impact recreational users of rivers and streams by decreasing injury and damage to personal 

property that occurs when invasive carp jump into boats. The proposed rule also affects individuals who are not issued 

invasive carp harvest permits, but assist individuals issued invasive carp harvest permits. 

IV. Changes in Proposed Rule 

There are no proposed changes to existing rules. The proposed rule creates a new permit. The new permit would allow 

the harvest and sale of invasive carp species using gill nets and seines. Permit holders would not be allowed to harvest 
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native fish species. Minimizing impact to our native fish species is a priority for the department; therefore, there are 

several components of the proposed rule language intended to minimize bycatch and native species mortality. These 

components include: (1) requesting and receiving permission from the department prior to starting fishing activities; (2) 

fishing at approved locations during approved times; (3) actively tending all fishing gear at all times; (4) prohibiting 

leaving nets out overnight; (5) requiring all bycatch, anything other than invasive carp, to be immediately released; and 

(6) reporting fishing effort, catch, and released bycatch daily. In addition, the department staff will conduct ride-alongs 

to monitor fishing efforts and ensure data quality. Additionally, the proposed rule includes provisions for those 

assisting an individual who is issued an invasive carp harvest permit. Finally, the proposed rule describes the 

requirements for transporting and selling invasive carp. The department reserves the right to deny a fishing request if a 

higher-than-normal bycatch is occurring or expected, and may suspend or revoke a permit if the rule is not followed. 

V. Benefit Analysis 

a. Estimate of Primary and Direct Benefits of the Rule – The rule would directly benefit riverine ecosystems by 

reducing the biomass of invasive carp in the river. Invasive carp competes with native fish for plankton, so reducing the 

invasive carp population will alleviate competition for food resources. Additionally, anglers who want to take 

advantage of the underutilized invasive carp resource in state rivers will benefit financially by being able to use 

effective fishing gears to remove and sell large numbers of invasive carp. 

b. Estimate of Secondary or Indirect Benefits of the Rule – As the harvest of invasive carp increases in the state 

under the permit, the department expects to see processors move into the area to begin growing local markets for 

invasive carp. A variety of products are made from invasive carp in other states, including human food products, fish 

oil, fish meal for pet foods, recreational fishing bait, and fertilizer. The only way to interest processors to come to the 

state is to show a steady supply of fish. The only way to see a steady supply of fish is to allow use of effective fishing 

gears where high numbers of invasive carp concentrate, which the permit authorizes. 

c. Estimate of Any Cost Savings to Regulated Industries –This rule proposal would allow cost savings to only a 

small handful of individuals and businesses that currently utilize invasive carp in the state by allowing them to use 

effective methods to harvest more invasive carp in a shorter period. However, the proposed rule would open the door 

for more individuals and businesses to grow because more invasive carp can be harvested in the state. There is no cost 

for the permit, and if an angler possesses the gear, the angler will have to perform administrative work to obtain the 

permit and submit the required reports. The ability to sell more invasive carp is expected to increase revenue, 

overriding the cost of administrative work. 

VI. Cost Analysis 

a. Estimate of Compliance Costs for Regulated Entities – Permit holders will be able to use gear they normally use 

only in other waters where commercial fishing gear is permitted under a commercial fishing license. A permit holder 

should not have to purchase equipment to fish in these waters under the permit. However, there will be some 

administrative costs to complete the application and required reports to comply with the rule. 

b. Estimate of Administrative Expenses Imposed by the Rules – Permit holders will need to complete an application 

form and submit monthly reports. At twenty-five dollars ($25) per hour, this would likely amount to approximately one 

(1) hour each month for the report, plus one (1) hour to complete the application, resulting in an estimated cost of three 

hundred twenty-five dollars ($325) per year. 

c. The fees, fines, and civil penalties analysis required by IC 4-22-2-19.6 – There are no new fees, fines, or civil 

penalties resulting from this rule. The only fines will be those set forth for violations of Fish and Wildlife laws in IC 

14-22-38. 

VII. Sources of Information 

a. Independent Verifications or Studies – The use of this program by the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Resources has shown that the use of additional commercial fishing gear in waters normally off-limits to commercial 

fishing, but where invasive carp congregate, can significantly affect the invasive carp population in these areas. 

Additionally, allowing these opportunities in other states has shown that new or existing businesses can have new sales 
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opportunities. Illinois and Kentucky have businesses that process and sell invasive carp. If enough invasive carp is 

removed from the waters of Indiana, there is potential for business opportunities to process and sell invasive carp in 

Indiana. Currently, there are no processors in Indiana due to the uncertainty regarding the number of invasive carp and 

the longevity of the operation. 

The number of anglers expected to obtain this permit is estimated from personal conversations of department staff with 

current commercial fishing license holders and the permit program in other states. 

VIII. Regulatory Analysis 

While there are no additional costs to obtain the permit. Permit holders would have the ability to use fishing gear 

already in possession to capture and sell invasive carp. Administrative costs for a permit holder should amount to less 

than three hundred fifty dollars ($350) per year, and permit holders should be able to sell invasive carp at an estimated 

at least ten cents ($0.10) and not more than fifteen cents ($0.15) per pound. Small business opportunities should grow, 

and processing facilities may become established due to the availability of invasive carp for mass processing. There are 

invasive carp processors in Illinois and Kentucky that make revenue processing and selling invasive carp. According to 

the invasive carp biologist for the department, there are likely at least fifteen (15) years of business opportunities in 

removing invasive carp from waters of Indiana. To make the investment worthwhile for small businesses, the proposed 

permanent rule changes are needed. The creation of the permit allows small business opportunities to expand by 

capitalizing on the underutilized invasive carp populations. As processing facilities become established, additional 

anglers may become interested in fishing for invasive carp if they have a local place to sell them, which will increase 

profits across the industry. Fishing activities will reduce the invasive carp population, which will impact recreational 

users of rivers and streams by decreasing injury and damage to personal property that occurs when invasive carp jump 

into boats. 

IX. Contact Information of Staff to Answer Substantive Questions 

Whitney M. Wampler 

Assistant General Counsel 

Administration Bureau 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Legal Division 

402 W. Washington Street, Room W261 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

317-941-4338 
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