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Project Overview
Deliverables:
1) Site Assessments

a) Site evaluations for up to 20 known sites
b) Site evaluations for up to 10 suspected sites 

2) Site Management Plan Development
a) Generate a long-term site plan for a single 

shipwreck site
b) Complete and submit nomination of one site for 

listing on the National Register of Historic Places
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Project Timeline
Conduct Field Investigations June 2011 to August 2011
Complete Field Investigations August 31, 2011
Submit Preliminary Report of Archaeological 
Investigations to DHPA September 31, 2011

DHPA Review of Preliminary Report of
Archaeological Investigations October 2011

Submit Final Report of Archaeological
Investigations to DHPA November 18, 2011

Submit Interim Site Management Plan to DHPA December 2, 2011

DHPA Review of Interim Site Management Plan December 2011
Submit Final Site Management Plan Report to 
DHPA January 13, 2012

Create and Review Public Outreach
Materials

August 31, 2011 to January 
13, 2012
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Steering Committee
Name Organization/Group
Ken Schoon Indiana University Northwest

Steve McShane Calumet Regional Archives

William A. Parkinson Field Museum of Natural History

Cris Kohl Underwater Archaeological Society of Chicago 

Judith Collins Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 

Bruce Woods Lake County Historical Society 

Tiffany Tolbert Indiana Historic Landmarks Foundation 

Jeff Tapper Charter fisherman and Dive Guide

Charles Beeker Indiana University Bloomington - Underwater Science

1st Sgt. Tom Torsell DNR – Division of  Law Enforcement 

Master Officer Guy Wendorf DNR – Division of  Law Enforcement 

Brad Bumgardner Indiana Dunes State Park 

Dr. Rick Jones DNR Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology

Dr. Rex Garniewicz DNR Division of Museums and Historic Sites 

Mike Molnar DNR Lake Michigan Coastal Program

Steve Lucas Natural Resources Commission
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Policy Considerations
• Federal Admiralty Law
• Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore 

jurisdiction
• Local Management Involvement
• Long Term Management

– Historic Site Designation
– Marine Protected Area Designation
– Ecotourism
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Early Efforts

State efforts (Ellis et. al) in 80’s identified a number of sites. Sites documented and 
hand drawn. CZM funds used for minor update in 2000 (IU Eppley).
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The “Alpha” Wreck

Photography by Jeremy Gantz  - Shore Magazine 9/22/08
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“New” Technology

Think Titanic but local…



Remote sensing equipment reduces cost…



Provides snapshot of current condition…
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And can easily be incorporated into Outreach materials…
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Next Steps

• National Register Nomination
• Management Plan Implementation
• Outreach/Education

– Dive Community
– Public
– Web?

• Additional Site Assessments
• http://www.in.gov/nrc/ for updates
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http://www.ohioshipwrecks.org/ShipwreckMap.php

http://www.ohioshipwrecks.org/ShipwreckMap.php�
http://www.ohioshipwrecks.org/ShipwreckMap.php�
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http://www.wisconsinshipwrecks.org/

http://www.wisconsinshipwrecks.org/�
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http://www.northshoreinfo.com/shipwrecks/

http://www.northshoreinfo.com/shipwrecks/�


Questions

Mike Molnar
Program Manager

Lake Michigan Coastal Program
mmolnar@dnr.in.gov
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