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This Week in Indiana History 
June 16th, 1906: 

Fort Benjamin Harrison is Named After Hoosier President  

On June 16th, 1906, the newly created military base in Lawrence, Indiana is 

named after Benjamin Harrison, the twenty third president of the United 

States. It was used for a variety of purposes, including everything from hous-

ing prisoners of war during World War Two, to hosting training for military 

police. Although closed in 1991, much of the area is now part of the Fort 

Harrison State Park, where people can enjoy hiking trails, biking, fishing, 

and picnicking.  

 Headline from the Indianapolis Star, April 11th, 1991, chronicling the eventual decommission of the Fort. 

Want to learn more? Visit the library to view these texts! 

 

A History of Fort Benjamin Harrison / ISLI 355 B786H 

Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana: A Brief History / ISLO 355 No. 16 

Map of Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indianapolis / ISLZ 912.772 IMAF55M (1955) 

Questions? Comments? Email us at 

judavis1@library.in.gov 


