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WHAT INSPIRES You? ESSAY CONTEST

Where do you find your inspiration?

Tell us who or what inspires you? INSPIRE, Indiana’s Virtual Library, was created to connect you to reliable
information for everything that INSPIREs you! Search through images, newspapers, biographies and more, all
conveniently located at inspire.IN.gov. INSPIRE is committed to helping you achieve your academic goals inside
and outside of the classroom.

USING INSPIRE AS YOUR PRIMARY SOURCE FOR RESEARCH, WRITE AN ESSAY
EXPLAINING A PERSON, CONCEPT, LOCATION OR WORK THAT HAS INSPIRED You.

General Rules

1.) The 2012 Indiana State Library INSPIRE Essay Contest is divided into three grade levels: 3-6; 7-9; and 10-12.
2.) Students enrolled in grades 3-12 in the 2011-201 2 school year are eligible to enter.

3.) Contestants must be Indiana residents.

4.) Essay Length:

Grades 3-6: up to 300 words

Grades 7-9: 400 — 600 words

Grades 10-12: 600 — 800 words

5.) Participants are only eligible to enter one essay in the contest.

6.) Entries must be postmarked by April 20, 2012. Winners will be notified by April 30, 2012.

7.) Finalists will be invited to the 2012 Indiana Student Literary Awards on May 12, 2012 at the Indiana State
Library in Indianapolis.

Essay Writing Guidelines:

1.) All essays must be accompanied by an entry form.

2.) Essays may be handwritten or typed in 12 point font, double-spaced.

3.) Students must cite at least one INSPIRE source used at the bottom of their essay. Part of the judging will reflect
how well student used INSPIRE.

4.) The Indiana State Library has the right to publish or reproduce any essays entered in the contest along with the
author’s name and hometown. Winning essays will be published upon the finality of the contest.

Judging Criteria / Scoring sheet (Total of 100 possible points

Use of INSPIRE, citation of sources: 40 pts. Creativity/originality: 40 pts.
Relevant/appropriate topic: 10 pts. Grammar/spelling/structure: 10 pts.
Prizes

e All participants will receive a bookmark and certificate for submitting an essay.

e 15 place essays in each level will receive a $100 Target GiftCard; essay featured on INSPIRE website and in
Literary Awards Calendar; and recognition at the annual Indiana Student Literary Awards.

e Honorable Mention essays will receive a $20 Target GiftCard; essay featured on INSPIRE website; student
recognized at the annual Indiana Student Literary Awards

WWW.INSPIRE.IN.GOV
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HOW TO SUBMIT AN ESSAY VIA US MAIL:

RETURN ADDRESS: Print your name and complete return address (either home or school) in the upper right corner of
the first page of your letter. Letters without a return address and adequate contact information will be disqualified.

ENTRY COUPON: Each letter must be accompanied by an entry coupon (below). Staple the coupon to the last page
of your letter. Should you win a prize, you will be contacted using this information.

MAIL TO: Entry forms and essays should be postmarked by April 20, 2012, and sent to: INSPIRE Essay Contest
Indiana State Library
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS 140 N. Senate Avenue
Indianapolis, IN 46204

e  When mailing class sets, please include a cover letter that lists the names of
each child who has written a letter. Mail class sets in one flat envelope rather
than individual envelopes. Use one envelope for each level. Cover letters DO Questions2 Contact us at
NOT take the place of entry coupons, however. Each letter must also have a

317-234-6566 or

complete entry coupon.
: . ) _ i icb@library.in.gov
e Please do not assign the same topic to an entire class, as this misses the spirit

of the program — encourage students to express themselves individually.

2012 INSPIRE ESSAY CONTEST—ENTRY FORM

PLEASE PRINT
STUDENT NAME: GRADE:
(First) (Last)

CONTACT EMAIL: PHONE: ( )

HOME or SCHOOL ADDRESS:

TOPIC OF ESSAY:

PARENT or TEACHER NAME (print):

SIGNATURES:
We certify that this entry is a new original work and was developed and written by the student.

We give permission for the writer’s essay, name and hometown to be reproduced for promotional purposes
including publication in the news media.

STUDENT SIGNATURE:

PARENT/TEACHER SIGNATURE:
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