3 Congressmnal seats in play

By BRIAN A. HOWEY in Indlanapohs
and MARK SCHOEFF JR. in Washington, D.C.

National political analysts are
beginning to revise upward the number of
Republican Congressional seats in play for the
November elections.

HPR believes that three Hoosier
Republicans - U.S Reps. Chris Chocola, Mike
Sodrel and John Hostettler, who swept into
office during the last big national tide in 1994
- are vulnerable. HPR considers all three races
"tossups."

Last Friday, the Cook Political
Report revised from 24 to 36 the number of
Republican seats seen as competitive. "The
playing field is certainly expanding,” said Amy  U.S. Rep. Chris Chocola with President Bush during a
Walter, analyst for Cook, in Sunday's New 2005 visit to South Bend.

York Times.
Former Indiana Republican Chairman

For Rep.
Chocola, he resides in a
50/50 district with a his-
tory of competition and
suseptibility to national
waves. In 1980, House
Majority Leader John
Brademas was defeated
by John Hiler in the
Reagan tidal wave. This

| year he faces a play-

ing field flummoxed by
local issues - Daylight
saving time and Major
Moves - along with a
Republican president
and governor who are
unpopular in his district.
At a recent St. Joseph

Rex Early knows all about high tides washing away ruling par-  County Lincoln Day dinner where Gov. Daniels was the key-

ties. He was in the Indiana House when the LB] tidal wave note, Chocola didn't attend.

produced a very Democratic House from one dominated by Democrats in the 8th and 9th CDs seeking to knock
Republicans. He left the GOP chair in 1993, a year before off incumbent Republicans in two of the most competitive
Republicans captured control of Congress. congressional races in the country seem to be settling on a

"I know what one of these feels like," Early told HPR.  similar theme: The GOP-controlied House of Representatives
"This one feels like a wave. I go down to Brown County every is out of touch with the average Hoosier.

weekend and you should hear the guys at the local store.
They are mad and they're mad at Republicans.”

Continued on page 3

Bayh meets the blogosphere

By JOSHUA CLAYBOURN C ( ) )
U.S. Sen Evan Bayh (D-IN) met with a small group of Indiana @U D'[E
bloggers Monday In an ongoing attempt by the senator to reach out to (yf tﬁ@ M/ée/c

alternative forms of media.

This isn't the first blogger

visits to both Iowa and

meeting Bayh's had, and "That program's gone. It's not coming
judging from my discus- ' "
sions with his staffers it back. It won't be‘the.re. ‘
won't be the last. - House Minority Leader B. Patrick
Sen. Bayh's presi- Bauer on lifetime health care for legisla-

dential aspirations are no tors

& secret. In 2005 alone he

R visited 22 states, with two




New Hampshire. His PAL also raised
more money than any ¢ther poten-
tial Democratic candidate during the
first six months of 2005, along with
continued fundraising sticcess in

'06. He offared a refreshingly can-
did response about a possible run
when he said, "It's no secret that I'm
doing all of the things une needs to
do" to run for president.

Bayh's approach on the campaign
frail is best summarizec in a possible
campaign bumper stickar he sug-
gested to the <i>Des Moines
Register</i>: "I kind of like '‘Bayh-
partisan.” This theme c¢f partisan
reconcilitation was echced numerous
times during our lunch: today and

it will no doubt form tha bedrock of
his presidential campaign.

But in an incredlibly diverse
party Bayh's soft, moderate
approach requires a tough balanc-
ing act. Anyone attempting to win
the party's nomination must first
convince mainstream Democrats that
he's a champion for their issues.
That was no doubt a factor in his
vote against Bush's tax cuts, against
drilling in the Arctic, and for requir-
ing gun-show background checks (in
2004, the National Rifle: Association
gave him a D-minus). He's even gar-
nered an 88% rating from Planned
Parenthood and a 50% rating from
NARAL (National Abortion and
Reproductive Rights Action League).

In addition to bill votes,
Bayh has opposed nurrierous crucial
Bush nominees, all of which should
help his Democratic strzet cred. He
voted against Condoleeza Rice's con-
firmation as Secretary of State
because "she has been a principal
architect of policy errcrs that have
tragically undermined our prospects
for success" in Irag. He: also voted
against confirming John Ashcroft as
attorney general and John Roberts
and Samuel Alito for the Supreme
Court.

Yet all of this "lriangulation,”
as it has been called in the past,
can leave a voter wonclering about
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its sincerety. Whether you a:] &2 with
John McCain's "maverick” pc ftiong, few
seem to doubt he's ganuinwa That's why I

wanted to dig deeper into Evin's "Bayh-
partisanship” by asking abolr specific
policy positions. But Bayh, siying ne was
wary of ideology, chose instz1d o speak
generally about an "agenda {:r prog-
ress." Roughly 4 minutes intt answering
the question he did vaguely | st "jobs,

health care, and national security” as
possible issues in (08, but there were no
specifics and no concrete proposals.

Presidentiil contenders almost
always hold off [rom too many specifics
until the months l:ading up to the elec-
tion, but you still have an idea of what's
important to them, and the values they'll
apply to a given izsue. With Bayh, the
only ideology appears to be a lack of it.
That may help @ Fim win votes in a red
state, but it doesr't instill the type of
passion and ener¢y that wins national
campaigns.

In my mir d this is Bayh's biggest
hurdle, and indeex! the problem facing
the national Demc cratic party. Americans
are disillusioned with Bush's leadership,
but unsure about an alternative. That
attitude will get [)2mocrats a few more
House seats anc perhaps even a presi-
dent in '08. But it won't inspire a lasting
movement. That i5 Bayh's challenge. % @
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"People feel there's a discon-
nect between what is going on in
Washington and what is going on in
southern Indiana," said former Rep.
Baron Hill in an HPR interview on
Wednesday. Hill is trying to recapture
the 9th CD seat he lost in 2004 to
Republican Rep. Mike Sodrel by fewer
than 1500 votes.

Next door in the 8th CD, the
Democrats are sounding a similar
theme. "People want change in D.C.,"
said Jay Howser, campaign man-
ager for Vanderburgh County Sheriff
Brad Ellsworth, who is challenging
incumbent GOP Rep. John Hostettler.
"Congress isn't listening to them."

One of the issues that both
campaigns use to make their point is
energy. Everybody feels pain at the
pump at some point each month, with
gas prices hovering around $3 per
gallon. Hill and Elisworth accuse their
opponents of supporting tax breaks for
oil companies.

"Mike (Sodrel) has come out here (Washington) and
completely lost touch with reality,” said Hill, who claims that
Sadrel is ducking an energy debate.

Hostettler "is on the defensive on his 12-year record
of supporting big oil," said Howser.

The Sodrel forces are trying to employ political jujitsu
on energy and force Hill to defend his record on energy while
serving on Capitol Hill from 1998-04. Hilt "voted against ener-
gy bills for six years," said Cam Savage, Sodrel's chief of staff,
Savage asserts that legacy helped prevent domestic explora-
tion, a policy that Sodrel supports.

Sodrel's background as the chief executive of a
i Jeffersonville bus and trucking company is being highlighted.

"Mike understands energy in a way most people in Congress
don't,” said Savage. "At least we're trying to do something
: about it."

! Split on economic issues
Hill and Sodrel also split on other economic issues.
Last week, Sodrel went to the White House to stand behind
President Bush as he signed a $70 billion bill that would
extend until 2010 several tax cuts Congress approved in 2003,
including those on dividends and capital gains.

"Basically, we're talking about preventing a tax
increase," said Savage, who touts current strong economic

Vanderburgh County Sheriff Brad Elisworth with
former congressman and 9/11 Commissioner Tim Ro-
emer in Terre Haute. (HPR Photo by Brian A, Howey)

ployment. "We have to keep that
going, and a tax increase is the
worst thing to do for the economy."

The bill is misguided because
the U.S. faces a mountain of debt,
says Hill. "To be giving tax exten-
sions at this time makes no sense
whatsoever," he said. "I call that
being out of touch."

Hill also criticizes Sodrel for
opposing a measure that would
force Congress to align tax cuts and
| spending increases with spending
reductions elsewhere in the budget.

"This Congress, including
Mike Sodrel, does not care about
fiscal responsibility," said Hill.

Social issues are likely to play
an important role in the 9th CD
again this year. Sodrel eked out his
2004 victory in part by emphasiz-
ing "moral values" centering on
abortion, flag burning and gay mar-
riage.

Sodrel's conservatism is a good fit for the district,
says Savage. "Mike is who he is," sald Savage. "You don't get

a lot of double talk or flip flop with Mike Sodrel."

Hill now doesn't shy away from discussing his ow

faith and will fight back on moral issues.

"He feels he's learned some lessons from the last
race,” said Chris Sautter, owner of Sautter Communications, a
Washington consulting firm. "He won't et himself get caught
being blind-sided by attacks.”

Hill said he will unveil a social issues initiative in the
coming months. "It will become a reality," he said. "People
will see it."

Although it's hard to tell how issues will play out dur-
ing the campaign, the political atmosphere is pretty clear -- it
strongly favors the Demaocrats. Both Bush and Gov. Mitch
Daniels are posting approval ratings south of 45 percent.
Bush is usually in the 30s.

"It's better to be running with the wind behind you
rather than in your face," said Sautter, who has worked in
Indiana politics for more than 20 years.

But John Hammond, an attorney with Ice Miller in
Indianapolis who supports Republican candidates, says that
this year's most competitive races -- the 8th, 9th, and 2nd
CDs -- will be determined by local politics, not national trends.

That favors Sodrel, Hostettler and Rep. Chris Chocola (R~




ZFCD .
"All three are well suited
to the culture of their districts,"
ammond said. "No one should
derestimate their abilily to connect
on an individual basis with their con-
stituents." That's what Sodrel is bank-
ing on. For instance, he has worked
with Democratic Mayor Jlames Garner
of New Albany and the Environmental
Protection Agency to help the city
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former Deriocratic Congressman
Baron Hill {0 Republican
Congressman Mike Sodrel. No. 13
is the race bhetween Republican
Congressman John Hostetter and
vanderburgh County Sheriff Brad

Ellswortt, the Democratic chal-
lenger.
In the .April list, Donnelly,

who is cha lenging Chocola, was
dropped to 49th on the list, in

.S. Rep. John Hostettler tafks wf h constituents.

deal with sewer issues. {Photo courtesy of Rep. Hostetll: )

part apparently because of cam-

In addition, Sodrel will
emphiasize his deep district roots.

"Mike Sodrel is the change, he's not a career politician," said
Savage.

In the 8th CD, local flavor will come from the grass
roots. Hostettler relies on an army of committed conservatives
who faithfully turnout and help him win elections consistently
with 53 percent or less.

Ellsworth's network:

Ellsworth has established his own support network,
with 1,000 volunteers signed up so far. "It's going to match
John Hostettler's grouncl campaign door-to-door, block-to-
block and neighborhood-to-neighborhood,” said Howser. "He
better get ready. He's naver seen anything like this in his 12
years in Congress."

What Hostettler has seen is a lack of fundraising.
Again this year, he's woefully behind, with $55,844 on hand,
according to the latest Federal Election Commission filing.
Elisworth has $533,465 on hand.

Hostettler is typically bailed out by hundreds of
thousands of dollars of advertising spending by the National
Republican Congressional Committee. That money might not
be there this year because the organization has many other
close races to support tn help the GOP maintain its slim
House margin.

Hostettler's moriey problems are "not a brush fire. It's
like a forest fire to put cut," said Amy Walter, House editor of
the Cook Political Report.

There are no maney worries in the 9th CD. Hill has
$693,416 on hand. Sodrel has $846,343 on hand.

After almost dropping off the National Journal's
Hotline list of congressional challengers poised to knock off
incumbents or win open seats that were held by the opposi-
tion party, Joe Donnelly, Democratic nominee in Indiana's 2nd
District, clings to No. 47 on the list of 50.

On the list updzte, out Wednesday, two Indiana con-
gressional races rank high. Listed No. 9 is the challenge of

paign finarnce reports showing
Chocola far ahead in fundraising.

But the 2nd District race was moved up to 47th on
the rnizw list after Donnelly won big in te Democratic prirmary
and Chiooola encountered a significant protest vote in winning
GOF - :nomination.

"after voting for $8 billion in Jheaways and a muiti-
millio- dollar tax break for the CEQ, thi;; donation to Chris
Choci a is FoonMobil's special way of tizying thank you,”
said 13 Il Burton, communications direrzicr for the Democratic
Cong - :s5ional Campaign Committee. “Indiana families
deser e belter than a member of Congless who is nothing
more: ham @ rubber stamp for oil industry fat cats, especially
when heyre paying more at the pumip than ever before.
This v cverrber, Indiana voters will chocse change because
they :eserve better than sky-high gas [rices and a member
of Cur gress on the take from big oil." «°

U.S. R 18. [lan Burton (left) and Mike Sodre! ¢ re at the bockends of
vulner1 2ility. Burton is about is safe as an inc umbent can get; Sodrel
finde 1 nuelf in a precarious position. (HPF! [ noto by Brian A. Howey)




A new era arrives for

Hoosier health care
By BRIAN A. HOWEY

INDIANAPOLIS - Bob Garton, Larry Borst, John Frenz,
Markt Lytle, Ron Liggett.

There can be little doubt now that the Indiana politi-
cal landscape is littered with bodies, political victims of legis-
lative health care for life.

On Tuesday, that bomb of an issue was lobbed from
the south steps of the Indiana Statehouse into the court of
House Minority Leader B. Patrick Bauer.

"House Republicans repealed this program dur-
ing the 2006 session and we did what was right for
the Hoosier taxpayer,”
said House Speaker Brian
Bosma along with about
60 members and candi-
dates on the Statehouse
steps. "We should now
ensure, through legislation,
that it cannot be reinstated
by any future speaker of
the House."

Bauer respond-
ed, accusing Bosma of
"pure demagoguery" and
"changing the subject” and
"beating a dead horse."

“That program's gone,
it's not coming back, it
won't be there," Bauer
said. It was a vastly dif-
ferent response thatthe
equivocation he delivered
to Indianapolis Star colum-
nist Matt Tully in February,
when he seemed to splice
the issue into innuendo and legalize.

The Tuesday exchange had both parties firing
volleys at each other. Indiana Democratic Chairman Dan
Parker said in a statement Tuesday afternoon, "Brian
Bosma needs to stop with the rhetoric and start with
the truth. For the past two years, legislation has been
authored to end this perk, and Brian Bosma personally
has sent that legislation to die in committee." Parker
referred to House Bill 1459 in 2005 and House Bill 1309
in 2006. Both were assighed by Bosma to the Rules and

Howey)

House Republicans make their first pledge - on health care
for all - at the Statehouse Tuesday. (HPR Photo by Brian A.
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Legislative Procedures Committee. "I'm not surprised
that Brian Bosma and others in the Republican-domi-
nated Statehouse have decided to grandstand on this
issue. It's one of great importance to Hoosiers, But to
pretend like this is the first time they‘ve had the oppor-
tunity to eliminate the perk is disingenuous at best.”

Parker also lobbed his first shot at Indiana
Republican Chairman J. Murray Clark, noting that he
signed up for the program in January "after he knew it
was going to be a political issue."

Parker was responding to HPR, which noted in
Wednesday's HPR Daily Wire that Democratic conven-
tion chairman John Gregg helped institute the program
with Senate President
Pro Tempore Garton in
2001 and 2002. "John
Gregg is on the pro-
gram,” Parker said. "So
is Paul Mannweiler. So is
the Indiana Republican
chairman."

And Parker accused
Bosma, as House minor-
ity leader, of knowing
about it and "signing off
on the process.”

But the real news
beyond the finger point-
ing this week is that
both parties seem to be
- finally -- interested
in finding a solution for
the 800,000 uninsured
Hoosiers and the tens of
thousands of sole pro-
prietors girding under
the weight of huge
premiums or a total lack of coverage for those with pre-
existing conditions.

Bosma said his caucus was just beginning to
study the issue. Bauer said, “As Democrats, we would
like to see universal health care for everybody. We need
to help the uninsured, we need to help the underinsured
and we need to have public employees treated equally.”

Sen Tom Weatherwax, a candidate for Senate
Pro Tem, also promised to make it a legisitaive priority if
elected.

Now, that's progress. <




Evan Bayh: A moderate
in partisan tunnes

By MARK CURRY

The Howey Political Reporr

WASHINGTON, [.C. - "Greatness does not happen by
accident. It is earned, it is made, it is created by those who
have the strength to malie it happen, and so must we."

That's what Ser.. Evan Bayh said during commence-
ment ceremonies at DePauw University last Sunday. Standing
beneath a wide blue sky on a gorgeous Indiana afternoon,
addressing the large crowd come to see the 607 students in
the Class of 2006 graduzte, he offered this explanation for
America's greatness.

mwhat makes America special, for more than 10 gen-
erations, is that each generation has been willing to meet
the challenges of its time, the
sacrifices, the tough decisions, the
hard going," he said in the gentle
voice and style familiar to many
Hoosiers. "That's what happened
in Concord, that's what happened
in Gettysburg, that's whiat hap-
pened on the diiffs of Normandy,
that's what has always happened
to make America great. Now it's
our time to give that idea, that
promise a renewed sense of vital-
ity and a reality in the context of
our own times."

It was an inspired tum
of phrase and the kind one would hope to hear at just such
an event, conveying ideas one might expect from a politi-
cian with lots of practice: at public speaking. Perhaps more
importantly, the words \vere tempered with the same sense
of canviction and encouragement that Bayh has delivered on
the stump all over the country in his effort to be a contender
in the 2008 presidential election.

Earlier in the weekend the senator was in Iowa
to attend fundraiser events for local candidates. Bayh has
already begun to invest time, money and manpower in Iowa
in hopes of building support before the caucuses which could
make or break his candidacy. Writing for MSNBC, Tom Curry
(no relation) noted "the: Indiana senator's melflow demeanor,
folksy Midwestern charn and credentials as a governor and
U.S. senator gave Bayh threshold credibility with most of
the rank-and-file democrats he met." The seantor is build-
ing credibility wherever he goes these days. On Monday, Rob
Harrington, who writes the blog "Confessions of a Hoosier
Democrat,” cited six bloggers ranging from Iowa to Georgia
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who reported they were surprised to corie away with a favor-
able fi i: impression after hearing Bayh for the first time.

Bul not all who hear Sen. i yh are convinced or
encoutiiyec. According to MSNBC's Curty;, the senator’s vote
in sup: ok of the 2003 invasion of Irac| nubled some of the
state's jemccrats, including one womari who was unhappy
with hii; response to her questions. As C ity wrote, "With
exaspe: ation in her voice, she said, '1 wiinted him to say to
say wi: were leaving Iraq tomorrow. Al t his point, I don't care
if ther:s is a civil war in Iraq, because there already is a civil
Wa]r-'m
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Hoosier Joshua Claybourn of the blog In The Agora
wrote 1his week that he, too, walked awizy less than satis-
fied afier meeting with Bayh (see Page L). While Claybourn
said h: was disappointed in Bayh's less- han-spedific answer
to a v:ry spacific question offered durir) an event designed
tv promote the senator
ar1ong Indiana blog-
gers, leading the writer
to complain that "With
Biwh the only ideology
appears to be a lack of
ictzology.”

"In my mind
this is Bayh's biggest
huirdle, and indeed the
ctallenge facing the
riitional Democratic
porty," Clayburn later
wrote. "Americans are
disillusioned with Bush's
lz adership, but unsure
about’ their alternative. That attitude wil get Democrats a few
more |{cuse seats and perhaps even a resident in '08. But it
wort nspire a lasting movement. That is Bayh's challenge.”

Winning converts as a madorate in partisan times
is no r:asy task. The Spring 2006 issue of the UVA (University
of Vi inia) Lawyer included a friendty 4 et thoughtful article
on al.mnus Evan Bayh, who earned his law degree in 1981.
Autho* Culien Couch said it best: "...it vion't be easy for a
mode: ate to finesse a primary system \ihere third-party inter-
est graups funded by the most zealous partisans of both
sides juild huge war chests to drive we dge issues for short-
term olitical gain.”

"The center of the common grtund has been eroded
by pu itics,” Bayh told Couch, "and the irony isthat I find a
thirsl o the part of the American peor e for more consen-
sus, T greater reconciliation of differzces. I don't think
the pu/litical process is representing their desires as well as it
needs tc."

The pressure to compromise It ust have been striking
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for Sen. Bayh this week as the Senate Intelligence Committee
deliberated President Bush's nomination of Gen. Michael
Hayden to be CIA director, but on Tuesday he voted against
the confirmation which passed 12-3.

"My vote against confirming General Hayden was not
based upon any objection to the man — he is an outstand-
ing person and a patriot," Bayh said in a statement (see
HPR Daily Wire, May 24). "Nor was my vote in opposition
to aggressive surveillance of terror suspects. I support such
activities. My vote was an objection to the Administration’s
unwillingness to ensure both our physical security and our
civil liberties.”

As might be expected, the nuance articulated by
the senator was quickly lost in the ensuing media frenzy.
Katherine Shrader of the Associated Press failed to men-
tion the reasoning behind Bayh's stance but found room
to include a quote from Democratic Sen. Russ Feingold of
Wisconsin, the current darling of the net roots left. The Wall
Street Journal's James Taranto also omitted Bayh's state-
ment but gleefully criticized the vote in his widely circulated
"Best of the Web Today" email newsletter in an item entitled
"Buh-Bayh, Moderation."

Polm(;a:l Report

L /nmda), NIay 25 000(

"This is further evidence that every Democrat in the
field is trying to position himself as the left-wing alternative
to Hillary Clinton," Taranto wrote.

As proof that Bayh's ideas resonate with many pun-
dits, consider the May 22 column by the Washington Post's
Jackson Diehl, who stated that "a coalition of mostly younger
foreign affairs professionals...who have spent the past sev-
eral years formulating a distinctly Democratic response to the
post-Sept. 11 era....are beginning to gravitate toward some of
the centrist Democrats who...might actually emerge as seri-
ous presidential candidates in 2008," including Evan Bayh.

At least people are hearing what Bayh has to say,
even if they don't always agree. Building a consensus is diffi-
cult, and even more so among today's deeply divided elector-
ate, but, as the senator told DePauw graduates last Sunday,
"America is at its best and at its strongest not when we are
divided, but when we are a one people with a common heri-
tage and a common destiny.

"This country has always been a crucible in which we
take our differences and instead find common ground.” <
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Daniels seeks to lure

L
Hoosiers back home
By MARK SCHOEFF JR.
The Howey Political Report

WASHINGTON - Gov. Mitch Daniels wants the next
Steven Jobs, founder of Apple computers, or Bill Gates, the
father of Microsoft, to set up shop in Indiana.

On Wednesday in Washington, Daniels hosted the
first in a series of meetings around the country designed to
lure Indiana expatriates back to the state. He's searching for
former Hoosiers, and graduates of Indiana colleges, who are
pursuing an entrepreneurial idea or have achieved success
elsewhere and want to use their skills in a state where the
cost of living is low and the quality of life can be high.

"We're looking for talent,” said Daniels. Dubbed
the "Hoosier Comeback Tour,” the initiative will focus on
meetings with Hoosiers now located in cities like Washington
or Los Angeles.

Daniels addressed about 60 people at a breakfast in
the capital. The group was cobbled together through invita-
tions sent to university alumni groups and the Indiana Society
of Washington.

The talent tour is part of Daniels' effort to bolster
the Indiana economy. He touts landing 57 projects that have
brought $1.3 billion in private capital investment and commit-
ments to create 7,228 new jobs over the last year.

The goal is to raise average pay in the state, which is

now below the national average. "The number one strategic
objective in our administration over the long haul is to raise
the net income of Hoosiers," Daniels said.

One part of the strategy involves improving
Indiana's infrastructure. While in Washington, Daniels went
to Capitol Hill to testify about Major Moves, a nearly $4 bil-
lion deal in which a private consortium will lease the Indiana
Toll Road. The proceeds will finance highway construction
throughout the state. Daniels also emphasized broadband
resources that will result from the telecommunications bill
recently passed by the state legislature.

"We think we are building the most growth friendly
environment in America today in Indiana,” said Daniels.

The next piece is to find people to fill jobs. Daniels
noted that Indiana has problems retaining college graduates.
For instance, Purdue University produces the most computer
science Ph.D. graduates each year in the country. But last
year, they all left the state. "That's not acceptable,” he said.

So now Daniels is trekking across the country to try
to bring people home. It's not clear whether anyone at the
Washington meeting will take him up on his offer. But two or
three people in attendance did indicate that they want to look
into doing business in Indiana. They will be referred to the
Indiana Economic Development Corporation.

Even modest interest will bring a return on the invest-
ment in the continental breakfast served at the Washington
event. "If | can talk one of you or five of you into returning, it
has paid for the orange juice five times over," Daniels said. <




Sizing up the Weatherwax
candidg& for Pro Tempore

By DAVE KIT:
Logransport Pharos-Tribune

LOGANSPORT - Some positions in state government
are positions of power and others are positions of privi-
lege. Some are both. How exactly the job of Indiana Senate
president can be defined is open for
interpretation. For most Hoosiers liv-
ing today, Bob Garton of Columbus
has defined it because he has heid
the post for three decades. He will
no longer, but if Logansport’s Tom
Weatherwax does get the job, look
for the definition to be one of more
privilege than power.

Not that Weatherwax will
get a better parking space, office or
desk, but he will get the unspoken
respect from his party of not making
him look bad, which is never a good
idea if you want a bill heard or an
appropriation funded.

Weatherwax is expected to
face State Sens. David Long of Fort
Wayne and Brent Steel2 of Bedford. There are plenty of fac-
tors for Republicans and Democrats to consider as they cast
the most important 49 votes Weatherwax may know in his
lifetime:

eWeatherway: has known when notto be a
lightning red. This lesison is not something arguably either
Garton or former House: Speaker J. Roberts Daily learned.
Daily, a staunch Muncie: Republican, refused to let Indiana
legislators pursue bills {o create a state lottery, but a referen-
dum cleared the way for it, and cleared him out of his seat.
Weatherwax is smart enough to know the best place to be in
a storm is in the legislative tent, not on top of it.

elLogansport State Hospital. This may not seem
that important, but if Mitch Daniels is successful in priva-
tizing state hospital faclities and he wins a second term,
Weatherwax and Daniels could lock heads on this one. Then
again, Daniels may back off, realizing he faced real opposi-
tion from food service workers at the hospital when he took
office. Ultimately, they 'won out by winning a contract to keep
their jobs and improve productivity.

sHoosier Heartland. Daniels said last week
he would “et the experts decide” which segment of the
Logansport-to-Lafayette: road would be built first. Make no
mistake about it, he has veto authority over those decisions.
Expert or not, Weathenvax has indicated he will maice a case

Sen. Weatherwax

for &2 Logansport-to-Delphi  segment: being built simultane-
oush because of its economic significa-ice, particularly for the
new cthanol plant in Clymers that will open next spring. As
for L.t ng, he has been a virtual no-show in Hoosier Heartland
activi ies and at annual meetings since 1984. He would prob-
ably : uppart the Fort-to-Port portion ¢’ the project that would
be gr:at for Fort Wayne and Ohio, but Logansport-to-Delphi
woult rermain a bottleneck for anothar three or four years
while: Tzxpiayers watch the Major Move ;s money being spent in
ever, other corner of the state.

sllfeatherwax passed. Whe he had a chance to
run 1 Congress in 2002 after the 2nd District was created
and Fep. Steve Buyer was outside of il, Weatherwax did not
snap :t the chance to run. Unlike Chris: Chocola, he had actu-
ally [rzen elected to offices in the southiern two-thirds of the
distr 1.

olLegislative contacts. Weali 1erwax will probably
not f:t bills die in committee or squiirs them away in pigeon-
holes tat are not large enough for pi; eons to see the light
of dirr. He's a let it out kind of legislattr who knows both
side:: of thiz vote and the parties involed. He knows fights
corni back to haunt in later battles.

W1 1en State Rep. Craig Fry, D-Mishzwaka, criticized him a
few '+zars ago for an energy summit, \/=atherwax took a high
roacl ‘vhen he could have taken the highway. .

oCompromise. And this, simple as it sounds, may
be thi: most important factor.

Bz cause: of the nature of Indiana politics, Weatherwax
has l1d to work with the other side of the aisle. By virtue of
being in the Senate right after the late Frank O’Bannon left
to bexnme lieutenant governor, he was at the right place,
at ths right: time to learn from some s¢ asoned senators and
work with his former colleagues in a [i:mocrat House to pull
off leyjislation. For six of the years he | as been in the Senate,
Logar sport has had Democrat state res, which forced him to
work sith Dboth parties.

oProgress. Like it or not, the Senate president
pro tzm is no temporary position. Wea!herwax, unless he
becores the Strom Thurmond of legist stors, will not hold the
position as long as Garton did. But h= 'will be in a position
to shi pe state policy and funding for some time, and with
elections avery four years in a district that is not particularly
frien: v to Democrats, he couid be proiected for some time.
No D mocratic legislators are on the horizon in the House
who & ppear ready to make a bid to uri;eat him, and he's
never [ost an election.

Then again, they said that abo Jt Bob Garton before
the ¢z lendar tumed to May. In that ressect, power, privilege
and 1= Inciana Senate presidency really are temporary jobs,
and we all are really just temps. <




i

Page9

David Keene, The Hill - One can blame it on
Osama bin Laden and the war on terrorism, but what really
began to dawn on conservative observers of this president
and those around him is the simple fact that, unlike the
Reaganites from whom they claim to have sprung, they want
to use government and actually believe they can control it for
their own purposes. They see themselves as managers and
problem solvers who have been as willing as the architects
of Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society to use and grow govern-
ment to achieve their social goals. As if that hasn't been bad
enough, the president and his chief advisers
dismissed the opinions and views of those with
whom they disagreed as irrelevant, outdated,
racist, sexist or simple-minded. When push
came to shove, one was all too often either
with this White House or against it and, as a
consequence, when things started to go bad
(as conservatives predicted they would), there
were few willing to stand and fight for an
administration they had come to dislike. What
conservatives and those in the administration
have to realize now is that, regardless of how
they feel about each other, they will all be driven from power
in November and set the stage or a liberal policy nightmare
unless they can get together in the face of a common foe.
The question now is not whether Bush is one of us or wheth-
er we “ike” him but whether we can work together to avoid
political disaster. It's going to take some give and take on
both sides, but if we can't do it or if it's too late, we're liable
to lose the Congress this fall and the White House in 2008, <

Rich James, Post-Tribune - To Gov. Mitch
Daniels: Mitch, you better get up here. You've got a problem.
No, it's not the Major Moves thing. That will take care of
itself in time. It's a party problem. If you're trying to build a
strong two-party system in Lake County, you've got a funny
way of showing it. Democrats are laughing themselves silly
watching the beleaguered Lake County Republicans become
even weaker. It's a mess. You think George Bush is in the
crapper? You ought to see what Republicans are doing up
here. Maybe you don't know what's going on, Mitch, but
you should. We appreciate your concern for Lake County and
the amount of money you‘ve already ponied up. But, you
can't do it alone. Without a two-party system, all the money
in the world won't turn around Lake County. The problems
revolve around the fund-raiser for statewide candidates held
at the Innsbrook Country Club last week and the upcoming
county chairman’s election later this month. You guessed it,
Mitch, your buddy Dan Dumezich is right in the middle of it.
He's the guy stirring the honey bucket. Dumezich organized

~ Political Repor

QN Weekly Briefing on Indiana Politics :

another of those big-buck fund-raisers for statewide candi-
dates. Yeah, $10,000 to be a host, $5,000 a co-host, $1,000
a sponsor and $250 to stand in the back of the room and
suck down a beer. This is the third time in a year-and-a-
haif he's done this. How is county Republican Chairman John
Curley supposed to be competitive if you, Mitch, let people
like Dumezich suck the money out of the county to finance
the campaigns of the likes of Secretary of State Todd Rokita?
Lord, Democrats don't have a chance of beating him anyway.
And, you're not going to believe this, Mitch: Dumezich didn't

even tell Curley he was hosting this snooty gala. Then after

the fact, Dumezich wanted Curley to come

up with $5,000 and be a co-host. He wrote
Curley a note, saying: “This is your chance

to do something for the party. Please step

up and be a leader and work for the party

on this event. Be a co-host — please.” Talk
about a condescending attitude. But, I guess
you can do that when you have deep pockets.
Curley told him what he could do with his
cocktail napkins. But this isn’t just another
one of your high-priced fund-raisers. No siree.
This is about Dumezich's quest to oust Curley as county
chairman. A better man wouid take on Curley himself. But
not Dumezich. He’s the Republican counterpart of Bobby "The
Fix Is In” Cantrell. Dumezich has his money on West Creek
Township Assessor Rick Niemeyer. But, Niemeyer can't win.
The bulk of the party appreciates what Curley has done. <

Jack Colwell, south Bend Tribune - Just two
weeks after the primary election defeat of Indiana Senate
President Pro-Tem Robert Garton, R-Columbus, leader of
the Senate since 1980, Pennsylvania primary voters on
Tuesday toppled the powerful, long-time president pro-
tem of their Senate. In stunning upsets, President Pro-Tem
Robert Jubelirer, 32-year Senate veteran who had held the
top leadership job for 20 years, and the Senate majority
leader as well were ousted in Republican primaries in their
districts. Voter animosity toward Garton grew as he defended
what was dubbed "health care for life" as part of legislative
compensation. Voter animosity toward Jubelirer was fueled
by a big pay raise legislators voted themselves -- up to 54
percent — in a late-night session, without hearings or fioor
debate. Pennsylvania voters remembered and retaliated,
defeating in all at least a dozen Republican incumbent legisla-
tors. Senate Majority Leader David Brightbill, who also lost
in Pennsylvania, was defeated by a tire salesman with little
political experience, campaign funding or name recognition
when he filed. Sounds somewhat like the challenger who
defeated Garton in Indiana, although the Pennsylvania chal-

ienger did not praise flogging as a criminal penalty. <
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TRENDLINE NO. 1: The U.S.

ommerce Departmenh
revised the first quarter GDP and said the economy grew 5.3
percent, the fastest pace in more than two years. Bzefore the
revision, the GDP was forecast to be 5.8 percent for the year.

2006 State Races

Secretary of fitate: Republican: Secretary of State
Todd Rokita. Democral: Joe Pearson. 2002 Results: Rokita
(R) 789,261, Fernandez (D) 627,416, Sink-Burris (L) 60,937.
2006 Forecast: Former Deputy Commissioner of Agriculture
Joseph R. Pearson will lead the Democratic ticket this year
as candidate for Secretary of State. “Joe brings a wealth of
experience in state ari local government to this job, and he's
an excellent pick to lead our ticket this year,” said Indiana
Democratic Party Chai- Dan Parker. “Hoosiers neec someone
in the Statehouse who will listen to them and who will do his
best to serve their neets,” Parker continued. “Joe Fearson
isn't in this for himself. He's
in it for the people. Anc!
that's the kind of person we
need in state government
these days.” Pearson, 33,
served as deputy comimis-
sioner of agriculture under
Govs. Frank O'Bannon
and Joe Kernan He also
served 12 years on the
Bilackford County Schaol Board and is a former president
of the Indiana School Boards Association. Before entering
public life, Pearson helped run a family grain farming busi-
ness in Hartford City. “I'm honored to be running for the job of
Secretary of State,” Pearson said. “I've made a lifelong com-
mitment to public servize, and | hope | will be able to continue
serving this great state.” Parker tells HPR that he believes
Rokita is "extremely vulnerable." Parker said that Democratic
polling shows Rokita's name ID is low and added, "2002
was a very different year” when Rokita was elected. Status:
LEANS ROKITA

Senate District 41: Republican: Greg Walker.
Democrat: Terry Coriden. 1998 Resuilts: Garton 26,499.
2002 Results: Garton 21,918 , Gividen (L) 3,350 . 2006
Forecast: It was inevitable. There's a spoof website on the
Walker campaign - www.theflogger.com. It was created by a
Columbus couple who describe themselves, off the record, as
"generally Democrats" but who believed Senate President Bob
Garton had "done a lot of good things™ for Columbus, "The
flogger idea was a natural,” they said. "We got the website
idea after the primary - we had heard the rumors of Walker
supporting flogging, so after the election, we researched the
Columbus Republic's vabsite archives and found his letter to
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the = itor of 2003. We were surprisex] the newspaper had not
repriad that letter during the campaign, so we decided to
creat : theflogger website. The truth is, it was an easy target,
and very funny in addition.” Primary Status: TOSSUP
House District 21: Republicz n: State Rep. Jackie
Walo. ski. Democrat: Bob Kovach. 20()2 Results: Mangus
10,7: 2. 204 Results: Walorski 13,7!i3, Kaser (D) 7,737.
200t Forecast: Walorski told HPR pi1 Tuesday that Major
Moy :_appears fo have simmered dovyr in her district.
2Soud tM‘ﬂJlSLJ_QSgQLUDQL\ﬂILﬁ_Q! :tting highway proj-
ects |hat if. never expected,” she sair). “They have always
ham left cut.” She said the GOP disayawing the legislative
lifeting health care "is important.” She_said, "We've been
seeil1; more letters to the editor on that" than Major Moves..
Stalns: TOSSUP
House District 45: Repulilican: State Rep. Bruce
Borce = Democrat: Mike Bledsoe. 20i() 2 Results: Chowning
9,621, Borders 9,337. 2004 Results: Borders 13,880, .
Chonvning 10,643. 2006 Forecast: Expecting a tough elec-
tion? Bordars told HPR on Tuesday, "It s always an election
year" MHe acknowledged that Major [M:ves "is not popular in
my d strict. People don't like it. But when I explain it to them,
they =nd o say, 'Well, OK." I also tell them that if I had to
do il :ver, I'd do it again.” Borders said that Major Moves
“invo ves g lot of explaining. So be if. U's easy to attack it
with an & second soundbite.” Borders :;aid that one thing
his c¢ nstituents know, "They can trust me" because he has
wiorkixd for years with many of his constituents. "I was mayor
of a 1own that was 80 percent Demcciat," Borders said. And,
he s1id, controversial issues have a wzy of working out. He
said 11z attended a high school baseba | game at Shakamak
rece1tly @nd at the end of the game, "people were talk-
ing a1hout: how they got then entire gaine in without turning
on thz lights." Borders said, "I had to tell them that it was
becei se of Daylight saving time. I'm hz2aring more of that
from aeople ... that they're enjoying th e longer evenings.”
Stanlus: T JIISSUIP.
Heouse District 52: Republican: State Rep. Marlin
Stut:: nan. Democrat: LaGrange County Demeocratic Chairman
Denn s Rorick. 2002 Results: Stutzmin (R) 6,950, Sturtz
(D} 15 701. 2004 Resuits: Stutzman {11} 12,872, DeLucenay
(D} » 496. 2006 Forecast: Rep. Stutzman said his final
Stanlrs: Stutzman acknolwedged to HI'R that his race "is
goiry to ceme down to Major Moves.” He said that it is just .

Vote Yes to Flogging!




dawning on LaGrange County officials that they are get-
ting a windfall. "They're going to get $40 million, which is
more per capita than any other county,” Stutzman said.
"That is a huge windfall."
He said that LaGrange
County CounCIImen and

by the money and said he
would urge them to repeal
the county's wheel tax.
"My job is to go out and
explain the issue. If I sit
down and talk for 20 min-
utes, people have a better
understanding about it."
Stutzman said that he isn't
hearing much from his"
constituents about Major
Moves. TOSSUP

House District 69: Republican: Billy Bright.
Democrat: Dave Cheatham. 2002 Resuilts: Lytie 9,777,
Newell 7,678. 2004 Results: Bright 12,639, Lytie 11,018,
2006 Forecast: Bright told HPR on Tuesday that the new
Ohio River bridge at Madison as part of the Major Moves pro-
gram will result in "$100 million in economic development”
for his district. "After 30 years of talking, it is finally going to
happen," Bright said. He said he expects a tough race from
Cheatham. "All I can do is work hard and at the end of the
day, voters will decide." He said he is preparing to remind his
constituents that the bridge "wouldn't have happened with-
out the Republican majority" and added that he will articu-
late other issues such as "less government, lower taxes and

Republican Jon Elrod signs the
GOP Pledge. (HPR Photo)

defense of the family." Status: TOSSUP.

House District 77: Republican: Andrew Smith.
Democrat: State Rep. Phil Hoy. 2004 Resuits: Hoy 11,308,
Henning (R) 9,804, Garrett (I) 1,285. 2006 Forecast:

Smith took up the party leaders' call on health insur-
ance and challenged Hoy to "guarantee the benefit is
not reinstated for future retirees." Smith participated
in Tuesday's news conference in Indianapolis. But
Hoy said Smith and the other Republicans are leav-
ing out the important fact that Republican legislators
helped put the benefit in place (Langhorne, Evansville
Courier & Press). "It's a nice try, but it's pretty shab-
by," he said. "That (benefit) has been set up since long

before I was elected. "I do not take the state health

insurance, and when I was on County Coundil, I didn't
take the county policy.” Hoy said legislative leaders cre-
ated the "way too generous" perk in lieu of a raise in
pay that would have attracted unfavorable attention,

but they should turn that formula around. Instead of a

"huge perk," Hoy said, the Legislature could try passing

incremental year-to-year pay raises "just like all state

and county employees.". Status: LEANS HOY

House District 97: Republican: Center Township
Board Member Jon Elrod. Democrat: State Rep. Ed Mahern.
2002 Results: Mahern (D) 5,016, Klopfenstein (L) 534.
2004 Results: Mahern (D) 7,705, Butler (R) 6,646. 2006
Forecast: Elrod believes he can run competitively with
Mahern, noting that Roxanne Butler polled 47 percent in
2004. Of course, 2006 is shaping up to be a lot different than
2004.brian. Status: LIKELY MAHERN <
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Daniels faced tough

questions from Congress
WASHINGTCN - Gov. Mitch
Daniels faced tough guestions
from a congressional subcommit-
tee Wednesday about how Indiana is
resoiving its transportation funding
problems through th= Major Moves
transportation and ezonomic develop-
ment plan (Times of Northwest
Indiana). Daniels told committee
members the pending 75-year lease of
the Indiana
Toll Road to a
foreign con-
sortium for
$3.8 biilion
is necessary
to prevent a
$2.8 billion
shortfall in
the state's
transportation budget over the next
10 years. The $3.8 Lillion, which is a
cash payment to the state, also would
provide interest of $'500,000 a day, he
said. Indiana would e the only state
"with pre-funded money for transpor-
tation,” he said. Ranking committee
Democrat Peter DeFuzio, D-Ore., ques-
tioned Daniels as to why Indiana didn't
look to borrow money to pay for the
plan, rather than lease the Toll Road.
"Even if we could capture this much
value over time in oty state, we would
have missed the opportunity to build
roads we need today,” Daniels respond-
ed. DeFazio was particularly concerned
with the potential for the private con-
sortium to increase the Toll Road fee
once it gained contral of the road. "The
point is we have locked in and limited
their ability to raise prices,” Daniels
said. "In this case, you won't control
the tolls and in 2010 your truck charge
will be 20.4 cents par mile," he said.
Committee chairman, Rep. Thomas
Petri, R-Wis., also aslied Daniels if the
lease was expedient in the short run
but unwise in the lorg run. "Does no
one notice the risk of inaction?" Daniels
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said. "No one seems to 1ave calculated
the cost of lost jobs and :conomic
activity that Indiana paic for sitting
around waiting for a mirz cle.”

Skyway CEO pulls

out of Forum

MERRILLVILLE - The first pub-
lic appearance of an offi: al with the
newly leased Indiana Tol Rozc ended
in a public relations pilati 3, as Skyway
CEO Fernando Redondo  ulled out of
a scheduled address to 11 e Northwest
Indiana Forum (Post-T'rf sure). The
decision came after a ro. nd of calls by
local media after the for.m announced
Wednesday it would bar 'he public
and the media from the ¢vent. It
was pretty apparent thei: was a con-
cem there,” Northwest In:liana Forum
President. Vince Galbiati ;3id. “We didn‘t
want to put them in a puosition to out-
and-out say they wouldr': tome so we
took them off the hook."

Sen. Rogers says [1ublic

accepting Major M oves

MERRILLVILLE - !ien. Farline
Rogers, D-Gary, was still ;cheduled to
speak this afternoon. Sh: said she was
disappointed when she Iz zrnec| the
press was being kept out of the meet-
ing (Post-Tribune). Ow:rall, she said,
the public is beginning to acceat Major
Moves. "I think once thi:/ see the
jobs it will provide, they il be: for it,”
Rogers said.

Roob's surgery to

delay health heariiigs
INDIANAPOLIS ~ Zacl: sur-
gery will keep Mitch Roo:, secretary
of the Family and Social & erviozs
Administration, from his ¢ ffice most
of June, a spokesman sai | yvesterday
(Associated Press). Farb will have
surgery May 31 at Unive ity Hospital
in Indianapolis and antic|ates his
recuperation will take se'/ :ral vreeks,
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spokesman Dennis Rosebrough said.
The impending surgery forced Roob
and the agency to cancel four public
meetings to discuss the issue of unin-
sured Indiana residents. The meetings,
which were to Le held May 30 to June
6 in Fort Wayne, Lagrange, Eikhart and
Terre Haute, will be rescheduled.

Evansville school chief
under fire 1rom board

EVANSUILLE - Evansville-
Vanderburgh 5100l Superintendent
Bart McCandles:' leadership is under
question, and fu/o School Board mem-
bers said Wednesday there may be
enough votes t: fire him soon.

Board member I1ike Duckworth told the
Evansville Cnu rier & Press editorial

board that he is "extremely concerned
about the super ntendent,” and School
Board President Chris Kiefer said later

in an interviev: "I think we just need
different leaders hip to get us where we .
need to go."

Sen. Lananc meets

with correciions union
PENDLETON - more than 20
other members 3f Unity Team UAW/
ATF Local 9212 met Wednesday eve-
ning at the Holicdlay Inn with Sen. Tim

.Lanane, D-Ance son, to discuss issues

facing correctior s officers (Anderson
Herald-Bulletiin). “Many employees
with the Deparlinent of Correction
come from my ristrict in Madison
County,” Lanang said. “All those people
are my constituents and I have con-
cerns for the safety of the people inside
these facilities.” fecent Unity Team
meetings have szen members take
issues with understaffing and virtually
mandatory ovarlime. The union has
been vying to rzgain some power since
Gov. Mitch Daniels rescinded an execu-
tive order thal gave unions the right to
collective bargai 1ing agreements. They
hope meeting w th Lanane is the first
step toward thal goal.




