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“QUOTE” OF THE WEEK
]
“| had to stop by the ATM machine this morn-

ing because | thought | might have to buy my
own lunch today ...."

- State Rep. David Wolkins, during the daylight

saving time debate on the House floor
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High-water mark
for Indiana Dems?

Census, lack of initiative loom large

By BRIAN A. HOWEY in Indianapolis

Remember that HPR edition last fall, Sept. 28, Vol. 7,
No. 19, “2000 Election Could Signal Historic Shift: Party of
Bulen Fading to Democrats?’

Well ... neve mind.

What has been learned since Gov. Frank O’'Bannon’s
impressive 15 percent victory last November and the Demo-
crats maintaining control of the Indiana House by 53 to 47
percent is two-fold:

1. The 2000 U.S. Census data reveal a demographical-
ly shifting Indiana that even with Democratic control of the
map-making is beginning to show a decisively Republican
bent.

2. Gov. O'Bannon, House Democrats, and to some
extent the 1999 class of mayors that ushered in urban domi-
nance are not using their mandates to lead. One veteran
Democratic strategist shakes his head at the O’ Bannon
administration and laments, “ They’re playing defense when
they had every reason to go on the offense and control the
game.”

Another Democrat told me on background, “The
only initiative the governor has shown since the election is
that he wants a new house.”

The combination of hew census data that verify demo-
graphic trending and a lack of initiative by Demaocats in con-
trol prompts this question: Have Indiana Democrats reached
their high-water mark?

In recent editions of HPR, we've noted the parallel
political tracks Indiana has been on: Democrats dominating
recent top tier statewide races and city elections; Repub-
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LEWIS & CLARK: House Bill
1388, which establishes the
Lewis and Clark bicentenni-
al commission, is being car-
ried by Sens. Lewis and
Clark (Jim Lewis and
Murray Clark). Which just
goes to show that every
once in awhile, they manage
to be funny on purpose.

BORST DEMANDS O'BAN-
NON CLOSE MUS-
CATATUCK: Senate fiscal
leaders plan to withhold
more than $90 million to
fund services for the dis-
abled unless Gov. Frank
O'Bannon agrees to close
the troubled Muscatatuck
State Developmental Center
within two years (Lesley
Stedman, Louisville Courier-
Journal). Senate Finance
Committee Chairman Larry
Borst said the money,
which would pay for com-
munity-based services and
proposed regional care cen-
ters, won't be included in
the two-year state budget
he'll release today. He said
the state can't afford to con-
tinue indefinitely funding
both Muscatatuck and the
other services. “We want
(O'Bannon) to make the
decision so we know how to
fund the budget,” Borst
said. “If he says we're going
to close it down, we'll go
back and rethink this thing."
Katie Humphreys, secretary
of the Indiana Family and
Social Services
Administration, wouldn't
say whether the administra-

Continued on page 3
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licans having the upper hand in federal
races. The new census data not only

reveal that the Democratic Party will have
atough time holding on to its three
Congressional seats, but the Indiana
House as well.

In the Indiana House, Democrats
are going to see core urban districtsin
Marion, Lake and Allen counties shift
toward the staunchly Republican suburbs.
In Lake County alone, seats held by Reps.
Charlie Brown, D-Gary; Earl Harris, D-
East Chicago; and Vernon Smith, D-Gary,
all need to expand by at least 10,000 resi-
dents. “ The old Democratic districts that
we used to have probably aren’t going to
be there,” Harris said (Times of Northwest
Indiana).

Indianapolis currently has 14 House
seats (7-7 party split) but grew by only 1.7
percent and that number can be expected
to decline, with some of those seats shift-
ing at least partially into Hamilton (popu-
lation increase of 58 percent), Boone
(17.5 percent), Johnson (27.9 percent),
Hancock (22.2 percent) and Hendricks
(30.5 percent) counties, which currently
have only 13 seats combined.

Adding to the House Demacratic
dilemmais that they currently hold at
least five seats - Claire Leucke (Fowler),
Bob Bischoff (Lawrenceburg), Dale
Grubb (Covington), Dick Bodiker (Rich-
mond) and Sheila Klinker (Lafayette) -
that once they retire could reasonably be
expected tobecome Republican if current
demographic shifting holds up.

Democratic map-makers will have
quite a bit more flexibility in mitigating
some of the trending against the Marion
County delegation because they won't be
hemmed in by the barriers (lllinois and
Lake Michigan) that face their Region
brethren.

Worse on Senate side

In the Indiana Senate (controlled 32
to 18 by Republicans), the numbers are
even worse. Of the Northwest Region's
six Senate districts, the biggest losers are
districts represented by Sens. Earline
Rogers, D-Gary; Samuel Smith, D-East
Chicago; and Frank Mrvan, D-Hammond,
which posted double-digit losses and will
expand by up to 22,000 people. A Repub-
lican pickup of at least one seat in Lake
County would be considered arelatively
safe bet.
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Indianapolis currently has seven
Senate seats, dominated 5 to 2 by Repub-
licans, with map-makers there probably
targeting Sens. Billie Breaux and Glenn
Howard for another potential pickup.

Some Statehouse observers are see-
ing potential GOP dominance in the upper
chamber so extreme that map-makers
there could very well come up with a plan
to guarantee a quorum on the floor (34
senators) coming out of one delegation.

Congressionally

On the Congressional front, there
are efforts under way to try and prop up
the 3rd CD by shifting it out of eastern
Elkhart County and into northern Porter
County, but that comes at the expense of
U.S. Rep. Pete Visclosky, who will see his
1st CD trend more Republican by the end
of the decade.

U.S. Reps. Julia Carson and Baron
Hill also face districts that will trend
Republican. In Carson’s case, if she can
survive the next two elections, the demo-
graphic trending will favor her later in the
decade. Hill faces an influx of Repub-
licans fleeing Cincinnati and there is talk
of dividing Bloomington between the 8th
and 9th CDs to give him alittle relief.

So tenuous is the Democratic hold
on what are now the 3rd, 9th and 10th
CDs that any kind of Republican wave
like 1980 or 1994 could wash them out.
On the Republican side, only U.S. Rep.
John Hostettler in a northward shifting 8th
CD looks particularly vulnerable.

Mayoral class of ‘99

The early read on the Democats
two prize plums - capturing mayors
offices in Indianapolis and Fort Wayne - is
that both will be vulnerable in 2003. In
Fort Wayne, Mayor Graham Richard has
been criticized for being too subterranean.
He's received flak recently for under-
reported crime statistics, which show a
small increase despite a campaign pledge
of a 20-percent reduction. Allen County

Republican Chairman Steve Shine vowed
on his own re-election that he would win
back the Fort Wayne mayor’s office. His
prospects look promising. Councilman
John Crawford, a physician who could
finance his own campaign, is gearing up
for a challenge. Former Mayor Paul
Helmke is keeping his options open for a
return. In the wings are ‘99 nominee
Linda Buskirk, who lost by less than 100
votes, and former Sheriff Joe Squadrito.
Any of this GOP quartet could mount a
potent challenge - IF - Shine can unite the
party behind the nominee.

In Indianapolis, the Star is already
referring to Mayor Bart Peterson as
“beleaguered” on its editorial pages. HPR
observed earlier this year that Peterson
needed to advance on two critical issues -
police and fire pensions and combined
sewer outflows. Peterson’s $14 million
police and fire pension dilemmais part of
an initiative in the legidature that includes
many Indiana cities and towns. That legis-
lation is progressing, but the state is under
fiscal duress, House Speaker John Gregg
complained to HPR just last week cities
and counties are aways seeking bail-outs
from the state, and Senate Finance Chair
Larry Borst certainly understands the
political implications. The fact that
Peterson isn't the only mayor wanting to
ensure that police and fire retirees are paid
will help him on that front.

Peterson just unveiled a 20-year
plan to reduce by 85 percent CSO flowing
into the city’s creeks and rivers - aplan
that got an endorsement from the Sar edi-
tirial writers. The EPA will have to sign
off and there is already speculation that it
might seek an accelerated plan. Imagine
OMB Director Mitch Daniels - who cer-
tainly has the wherewithal to do so -
pressing EPA Chief Christie Todd Whit-
man to kick the 20-year plan back (which
would be an interesting role reversal from
the Republican Goldsmith administration
and the Clinton EPA).

continued on page 4
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tion will commit to closing
Muscatatuck within two
years. “That puts the focus
on closing something as
opposed to putting the
focus on what is in the best
interest of the client being
served," she said. “We must
evaluate the needs of the
clients.”

BUSH COMING TO NOTRE
DAME:President George W.
Bush will become the fifth
sitting president to address
University of Notre Dame
graduates when he speaks
at commencement May 20
(Jack Colwell, South Bend
Tribune).

LUGAR, SOUDER EYE SUP-
PORT FOR MACEDONIA:
The United States shouldn't
sit idly by as Macedonia, the
only former Yugoslav
republic that won its inde-
pendence without blood-
shed, is on the verge of war,
Sen. Richard Lugar, said
Tuesday (Sylvia Smith, Fort
Wayne Journal Gazette).
U.S. policy should be that
"these intrusions are unwel-
come and, as a matter of
fact, will be repelled.
Someone must simply stop
the music and do so before
chaos ensues that is likely
then to lead to much greater
conflict." Although Rep.
Mark Souder, R-4th, has
taken an opposite view - he
opposed U.S. intervention in
Bosnia - he said the United
States has special obliga-
tions in Macedonia. "Our

continued on page 4
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intervention (in the Bosnian
war) may have caused the
problems™ Macedonia is
having now, he said. "There
are times you have to inter-
vene. This might be one."

LAKE COUNTY INCOME
TAX MAKES STUNNING
COMEBACK: In a stunning
about face, Northwest
Indiana lawmakers have
decided that some form of a
municipal option income tax
might become part of a leg-
islative tax reform package
aimed at easing Lake
County's growing financial
crisis (Terry Burns, Times
of Northwest Indiana). Lake
County lawmakers initially
emerged from an hour-long
meeting Tuesday at the
Statehouse saying they had
agreed to drop both income
tax proposals because a
consensus could not be
reached on the politically
divisive issue. However,
after some back room arm-
twisting, legislators
announced several hours
later that they had decided
to put the municipal tax
back on the table.

ECONOMY WORRIES THE
REGION: Northwest Indiana
is already starting to feel
the effects of the nation’s
economic slowdown, and
experts say the impact there
could hit harder and sooner
because of the area’s
dependence on the steel
industry (Kristi O’Brien,
Gary Post-Tribune). Donald
Coffin, associate professor
of economic at 1U

continued on page 5
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Demographic shifting aside, we see
Indianapolis as a competitive mayoral
environment for the next severa elections.
Here the GOP has some credible chal-
lengers - Scott Newman, Sens. Murray
Clark and Theresa Lubbers - waiting in
the wings. Peterson is arising star, but
he's got his work cut out for him, particu-
larly if his best laid plans don't work.

Gubernatorial forecast

Which gets us to the Statewide
offices. Hoosier voters have shown awill-
ingess in the Bayh-O’ Bannon era to back
conservative Democrats. If you look at the
trending in down ballot Statehouse races,
it goes Republican, as evidenced by
Attorney General Steve Carter’s reclama-
tion of that office in 2000 and Sue Anne
Gilroy’s retaking of the Secretary of
State’s office in 1994.

Hoosier voters don’t look at the
lower tier Statehouse offices as ideol ogi-
cally as they do the governor. They tend
to vote party lines. A Bush |l recession
would give Bloomington Mayor John
Fernandez a bit of atailwind in 2002
when that office sits atop of the ballot, but
further out this decade, it's going to be a
tough road for Democratic statewides.

Gov. O’'Bannon’s actions have been
perplexing. Many Demacrats saw
O'Bannon’s ascension to the governor’s
office as an opportunity to return the
dynamic to attaining the goods for tradi-
tional constituencies by a man unburdened
with the thirst for national office. Other
than his 1997 victory on workers compen-
sation, O’ Bannon's legislative goals have
not been met. His $1.5 billion in tax cuts
have been spread so thinly as to not posi-
tion the state for a better footing in the
highly competitive global economy.

His chances of fulfilling his 1996
campaign promise to restructure the tax
code were squandered in 1997 and this
year. Once the reassessment manuals
come up, Hoosiers are going to wake up
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to the notion that their property taxes are
potentially going to go up by more than
the 30 percent previoudly forecast and
more so in Democratic strongholds like
Lake, Harrison, Clark, Floyd and Monroe
counties.

Gubernatorial spokesman Thad
Nation suggests that “ everybody has to
take alook at 2002" for restructuring.
That, he says, would give O’ Bannon and
Speaker John Gregg about six months to
“educate” Hoosiers on atax shift.

The problem with that scenario is
that a complicated issue like that with
incredible political implications is thrust
into an election year dynamic with many
legislators trying to adjust to new maps
and, in the case of many Democrats, alot
of new Republican constituents. After 16
years in the wilderness, Republicans such
as Borst are going to be inclined to let
O’ Bannon and Joe Kernan wallow around
the reassessment mine field they’ve creat-
ed for themselves. Factor in the two-ton
chickens coming home to roost in the
Democratic bulwark of Lake County, and
it's easy to see the 16-year reign being
serioudly challenged.

Kernan will be a great candidate,
but as we' ve said before, that was the
early line on John Mutz.

Democratic Chair Robin Winston is
more than eager to challenge this assess-
ment. “| don’t think thisis our high-water
mark. We'll have a tremendous candidate
in *04. Joe Kernan is a guy who looked
death in the face.”

Winston has his organization still
working at a fevered pitch. “My staff is
shocked. They thought ‘01 would be an
off year, but we're on a murderous pace
because we' re getting ready for ‘02, ‘03
and ‘04.”

He points to the party track record
in 2000: Winning county commissioner
races in Vanderburgh, Porter, Lake, St.
Joe, Delaware, Madison and Floyd coun-
ties. “And where we didn’t win commis-
sionersin places like Tippecanoe and
Allen, we won it for Frank O’ Bannon.” <
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PERHAPS... we wanper

Of Reagan, & Bauer

& Jones, & Nero ...

INDIANAPOLIS - The plague on
the wall commemorating President Ronald
Reagan’s 1982 visit to the Indiana House
quoted the Great Communicator: “ The
great American experiment will soon enter
a new phase. That will last until the end of
the century and prepare us for the next.
You here today are the ones who will
carry this experiment forward. You are the
public servants who will offer the most
creative solutions and most promising
hopes for the future. Americans need your
vitality and the people need your respon-
siveness.”

State Rep. B. Patrick Bauer wasin
a cantankerous mood Monday afternoon
as he rose to take on Daylight Saving
Time. "You're trying to give this issue,
this dead issue, a soft landing, a gentle
burial,” Bauer said as his colleagues guf-
fawed. “You're trying to let it have some
eulogies during the summer. And maybe
there would be a flicker of light that came
out at one of these study committees, and
perhaps it would see the light of day. |
personally hope not. I'm an opponent.”

Just a few hours earlier, in Room
101 of the Statehouse, a cadre of business
innovators had gathered, people such as
Mike Hud-son of Rolls Royce, who
employs athousand high-paid engineers
in Indiana and deemed DST an “urgent
issue.” Kathy Langham of Langham
Transport Services, talked about scattered
flight and trucking schedules and need to
“retrain and recoach our customers”
because of Indiana’s idosyncratic time.
“We hope this passes quickly,” she said.

Federal Express, whose Indiana-
polis hub has been steadily becoming as
important as its Memphis facility, is losing
ground to UPS because the rival can
accept packages an hour later, thanks to

By Brian Howey

Indiana’s archaic time.

Even Indiana Democratic Chair
Robin Winston acknowledged the sched-
uling confusion when flying Gov. Frank
O'Bannon from Indianapolis, to Gary, to
Jeffersonville, and then to Evansville.
There are now four clocks installed at
Democratic headquarters. New York,
Indianapolis, Gary and Jeffersonville, just
to keep the time straight.

Bauer and State Rep. Bob
Kuzman ruled this day, as the snickering,
tittering House voted 51-46, mostly along
party lines, to send the bill into a summer
study committee.

The resolution might as well
have been called the “ Scott Jones
Education Act.” House members were
rebelling at the audacity of the Escient
entrepreneur who has busied himself in
recent years creating thousands of new
high-tech jobs and securing millions of
dollars of investments to match a $50 mil-
lion 21st Century Fund. Apart from crest-
ing jobs and pushing Indiana as a furturis-
tic e-commerce distribution center, Jones
had the utter audacity to push DST. “He
picked the wrong issue,” an insider told
HPR. “He picked the wrong lobbyist.”
That would be Bill Moreau Jr., former
Gov. Evan Bayh's chief of staff who had
taken some of these very House members
to the woodshed years ago to instill disci-
pline. Time, it seems, didn’t diminish their
memories and notions of a payback.

The House floor on Monday
reminded me of that scene from the movie
The Deer Hunter: While the Communists
entered Saigon, the addled fools were still
wagering their bets on showdowns of
Russian roulette. The one economic dev-
elopment bill that wouldn’t cost Indiana a
cent went down in flames. Rome was
burning, while Nero (and Pat Bauer) fid-
dled, and Dick Mangus's parrot crowed
away. <

Thursday, March 22, 2001

TICKER
T A P E

Northwest, says the area is
"different from the rest of
the country because of our
continued heavy reliance on
the steel industry," which is
sensitive to what happens
in the rest of the economy.
The area’s steel industry
already has instituted over-
time cuts and layoffs and
has issued dismal earnings
reports. The average work
week in December 1999 was
46 Y2 hours; last December
the number dropped to 43
hours, and at $23 an hour
represented a significant
decrease in income.

REDISTRICTING, I-69 DIS-
CUSSED: Both State Sen.
Richard Bray and State Rep.
Matt Whetstone say they
expect new districting maps
to come out in about two
weeks and will lose people
in their districts (Dan Ryan,
Martinsville Reporter). The
pair spoke at a Third House
session in Mooresville
Saturday. Bray represents
District 37 (portions of Clay,
Morgan, Owen, Putnam and
Vigo counties) and said
census figures show him
with a surplus of 6,800 per-
sons in the district.
Whetstone also said census
figures show him with too
many people and "I may
have a whole new district in
the next few weeks because
there is so much growth
around Indianapolis.”

AMBROSE LEAVES INDI-
ANA: Frank Ambrose, who
has been accused of driving

continued on page 6
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10-inch nails into trees set
aside for logging in the
Morgan-Monroe State
Forest, filed a change of
address notice with the
Monroe County Circuit
Court earlier this month and
plans to move to the Detroit
area (Indiana Daily Student).
He must appear in court
April 5 for a pre-trial confer-
ence on the felony charges
he faces. He has been
accused of being a member
of the Earth Liberation
Front, an ecoterrorist group,
but denies membership in
the organization.

SENATE COMMITTEE
PASSES PAY RAISE LEGIS-
LATION: The Senate Rules
and Legislative Procedures
Committee voted 8-0
Monday to increase legisla-
tors’ pay to $19,000 a year.
It would be the first pay
raise in 16 years.

SPEED LIMIT BILL PROBA-
BLY WILL DIE IN SENATE:
The Indianapolthis morning
that although more than half
the states have increased
their interstate speed limits
to at least 70 mph, the leg-
islative effort in Indiana is
uphill. A proposal passed in
the Indiana House probably
won't make it to the Senate
floor. If it does, lobbyists for
police, the insurance indus-
try and traffic-safety groups
are prepared to line up
against it.

KANG, DANIELS, GURULE
TO JOIN BUSH ADMINIS-
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Faith-based initiative raises constitutional
guestions; Goldsmith’s role evolving

By MARK SCHOEFF JR.
The Howey Political Report

WASHINGTON - Congressional
efforts to write legidation that would pro-
mote delivery of social services though
private and religious organizations will
raise fundamental constitutional questions
- and the devil isin the details.

On Wednesday, Speaker of the
House Dennis Hastert and Reps. J.C.
Watts (R-Okla.) and Tony Hall (D-Ohio)
introduced a measure to expand federal
funding for faith-based organizations,
establish tax incentives for charitable
donations, and set up specia savings
accounts for the working poor. The issue
is a White House priority.

But consensus on legisation may
not come for awhile. Members of
Congress disagree over whether religious
groups can proselytize through programs
that receive a portion of their funding
from the government. Some conservative
Christians - such as Pat Robertson - object
to the government proscribing prayers and
bible study and are leery of federal sup-
port of other religions.

"We have to do it slowly enough to
get it right," said Rep. Mark Souder (R-
4th CD), a House leader on the issue. He
said America's founders anticipated the
kind of debate that is occurring today on
Capitol Hill. "They wanted us to think
through religious liberty questions. We as
the Christian majority should respect the
rights of the minority. By having it
defined, everyone should be better off."

Souder said that in some communi-
tiesin his district, immigrants from Asia
who are Buddists and from the Middle
East who are Muslim outnumber Christ-
ians. "Minorities and majorities change
positions. We need standards you can
work with whether you're the majority or
the minority," he said.

One controversial areais charitable
choice, which allows private and religious

organizations to accept government fund-
ing for social service programs. Many
groups receive both private and public
funding. Souder said proselytizing with
federal fundsis unconstitutional. Relig-
ious organizations may be able to promote
their message if they use the private por-
tion of their funding and if clients have
other alternatives for receiving the ser-
vice. How to determine whether that
choice exists could be a sticking point.
"As we get this sorted out, the bill will
move through," Souder said.

Former Sen. Dan Coats said that
problems involving proselytizing can be
overcome by giving aid recipients flexibil-
ity through vouchers or tax credits to

CONGRESS oo
W A T CH
| religious

organizations. He said a good model is
federal aid for higher education. "If we
keep our focus on what we're trying to
accomplish and not get too hung up in
defining exactly how it should be done
and allow some flexibility, we'll see
results,” said Coats, who helped introduce
the concept of "compassionate conser-
vatism" through his 1995 Project for
American Renewal.

Compassionate Tax Code

Almost everyone can agree on tax
incentives. Oneideaisto alow people
who don't itemize to deduct charitable
contributions. A proposal by Sen. Richard
Lugar would extend the tax deduction for
food bank donations to farmers, ranchers
and restaurant owners. Easy wins on tax
policy might foster favorable attitudes for
other faith-based proposals.

"Measures like that will build sup-
port for this whole concept but also
impact the atmosphere in which this
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debate is taking place," said Amy
Sullivan of the Pew Forum on Religion
and Public Life, a nonpartisan organiza-
tion.

One mgjor change has been the
alignment of the players in the faith-
based debate. "Any other year, it would
have been a Ted Kennedy program,” said
Sullivan. "Now it's coming out of a
Republican White House."

No substitute for public sector

Not everyone in the religious com-
munity backs faith-based initiatives. "It's
a complex guestion, and a lot depends on
the details. I'm more skeptical than affir-
mative," said the Rev. J. Philip Woga-
man, areligious scholar and senior minis-
ter at Foundry United Methodist Church
in Washington.

Faith-based initiatives must not
financially or morally undercut govern-
ment efforts, Wogaman said. "The impli-
cation that you sometimes get is that
faith-based communities are more dedi-
cated and their employees are more com-
mitted than public ingtitutions." He said
that many Foundry members view their
secular work in government agencies as a
way to express their faith.

Wogaman is wary of statements by
Robertson and the Rev. Jerry Falwell that
some religious groups should be excluded
from government support. "I could think
of some religious communities that |
would rather not see strengthened, and
they may not be the same ones that
(Falwell and Robertson) have in mind."

Intended for Inner City

A misconception that may be
encouraged by the prominence of reli-
gious conservatives in the debate is the
target for faith-based efforts. "Thisis
really oriented toward how we get more
effective relief to the urban and rural
poor," said Souder. "This was not
designed for big suburban churches. This
was intended for predominantly African
American and Hispanic inner city out-

reach missions."

The nuances of the concept are
likely to generate wide-ranging opinions.
"In generdl, thisis a difficult, complicat-
ed issue," said Sullivan. The Pew Forum
has a poll on faith-based initiatives com-
ing out in afew weeks. "You can move
people 10-15 points just on how you
word the question.”

Goldsmith's Role

One of the people who is trying to
build public support is former Indiana
polis Mayor Stephen Goldsmith. Presi-
dent Bush passed over Goldsmith when
he selected a director for the White
House Office of Faith-Based and Com-
munity Initiatives. Instead, Goldsmith,
who indicated he wanted a larger portfo-
lio than Bush had in mind for the faith-
based office director, was named chair-
man of the Corporation for National
Service, an unpaid position. Many ex-
pected Goldsmith, who was Bush's chief
domestic policy adviser during the cam-
paign, to have a larger White House role.

But Goldsmith has appeared as a
spokesman at events, on television, and
in the print media. He's also vigorously
lobbying Capitol Hill. "Whenever some-
thing faith-based happens, he's there,”
said Souder.

After Congress passes faith-based
legidlation, the White House will try to
leverage federal funding with money
from private sources. That could expand
Goldsmith's duties. "His roleis evolv-
ing," said Souder. "It is somewhat less
than defined but very opportunistic. His
influence is likely to increase because
he's smart.”

But Goldsmith is not bashful about
letting everyone know he's the most intel-
ligent person in the room. Some have
speculated that that aspect of Goldsmith's
personality holds him back. Or he may
have wanted to maintain flexibility in his
job because hiswifeisill. Goldsmith
declined to be interviewed for this article,
referring questions to the White House. %
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TRATION: Young Woo Kang,
a special education adminis-
trator from Munster, profes-
sor and advocate for the dis-
abled, has been asked by
President Bush to join his
proposed White House
Office for Faith-Based and
Community Initiative (Times
of Northwest Indiana).
Deborah Daniels has been
named assistant attorney
general for the Office of
Justice Programs. Prof.
Jimmy Gurule of the Notre
Dame Law School will be
undersecretary of the
Treasury Department's Office
of Enforcement. Kang will
work with Bush officials to
persuade Congress to
approve the plan. If the pro-
gram is OK'd, Kang's role
would be with funding pro-
grams for the disabled and
those requiring rehabilita-
tion. That latter group could
include those with drug and
alcohol problems, he said.

CELL PHONES IRK BUSH:
"Who's in charge of the cell
phones?" Bush demanded of
an aide Tuesday at the end
of his Oval Office session
with Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon. As they spoke
to reporters, Bush and
Sharon were interrupted not
once, but twice, by the
singsong trill of cellular tele-
phones (Associated Press).
Bush called out to the aide
by name and chastised him,
saying, "Are you in charge of
the cell phones? You didn't
do a very good job of telling

continued on page 8
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them to turn them off."

STATE REGULATORS
APPROVE AMERITECH
PLAN: State regulators will
let Ameritech continue to
earn unlimited profits in
exchange for technology
upgrades and rate cuts --
but only if the company
agrees to a more stringent
structure of fines for cus-
tomer-service problems
(Lesley Stedman, Louisville
Courier-Journal).

VOTING GHOSTS IN GARY,
WHITING: Gary and Whiting
have more registered voters
than residents old enough
to vote (William Lazarus,
Times of Northwest
Indiana). Election officials
blame the "Motor Voter Act"
for barring the old system
of purging names of voters
who failed to vote in repeat-
ed elections. While Gary
and Whiting are the only
state cities thus far to have
more registered voters than
those old enough to vote,
the problem has been grow-
ing across the state.

LIBERTARIAN PREPARES
SECRETARY OF STATE
RUN: Knowledgeable
sources are telling HPR that
Valerie Hurd, Indianapolis,
the Libertarian candidate in
2000 for Marion County sur-
veyor, is considering a run
for secretary of state. **

COLUMNISTS
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Stuart Rothenber g, Roll Call - If
the economy continues to slow, producing
more layoffs and minimal economic
growth, who or what will be to blame?
Mind you, | don't care wha's actually
responsible. | just want to know who, if
anybody, will get blamed in November
2002. History, | think, is pretty clear about
this. Voters tend to punish the incumbent
president's party in elections when the
economy is weak. It happened in 1958,
when a serious recession resulted in major
GOP midterm losses, and in 1992, when
Bill Clinton capitalized on a slowdown to
oust President George Bush. It even hap-
pened in 1982. Two years after President
Jimmy Carter handed over an economy
suffering from stagflation, voters punished
the Republicans with a 26-seat loss in
Ronald Reagan's first midterm. <

Morton Marcus, Syndicated - The
first news stories from Census 2000 have
been written. We have read about Indi-
ana's population growth, how each of our
92 counties fared in the past decade, and
the growth in Hispanic and racial groups.
But most papers missed the biggest story
of all: our children. After two decades of
decline, the number of children in Indiana
grew by 118,400 (8.1 percent) from 1990
to 2000. Between 1970 and 1990 the
number of children in Indianafell by
384,300. During the 1990s the population
under 18 years of age accounted for 22.1
percent of the state's 556,300 total growth.
Some of that earlier decline was the after-
math of the post-war baby boom. But
another part was due to the loss of our
state'syoung adults as the economy of
Indiana failed to keep pace with progress
elsewhere in the nation. While much has
been made of the brain drain, the out-
migration of educated young people, we
should have been noticing the fertility

drain. Whatever their education level,
young adults leaving the state take with
them their fertility, our grandchildren and
our future. Children are a great natural
resource. Properly developed, they
become income producing assets. Abused,
neglected, or otherwise improperly devel-
oped, they become liabilities, welfare
cases, underemployed workers, or jail
house residents. The more children we
have, the greater our opportunities for
future success based on our internal
strengths. Thusit is appropriate to cele-
brate the increase in the number of
Hoosier children and the change in
Indianas fortune. Yet we should note also
that the population of children (those 17
and younger) grew at 8.1 percent and less
rapidly than the 10.2 percent growth

in the adult population (those 18 and
older). Datafor the nation and most
other states are still being released. Thus
we are unable to answer the inevitable
guestions, "Yeah, but how does that com-
pare with the nation?' And, "Ain't we
till better off than Kentucky?" <

Mike L eonard, Bloomington Herald-
Times - The honeymoon isn't over yet.
Major newspapers, including the Los
Angeles Times, continue to parrot the
Bush euphemism, "faith-based initiatives,"
for example, when there appears to be no
difference between the warm and fuzzy
Bushism and the clearer and less ambigu-
ous wording, "religious-based.” The
President mangles his syntax and makes
nonsensical statements on an almost daily
basis, but still, Bush gets breaks that for-
mer Vice President Dan Quayle never
enjoyed. Washington reporters accept the
daily "what the president meant" briefings
as routine and paraphrase what they can't
guote. But there are signs that the media
are growing weary of playing nice. %




