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January 8th, 1866 

The 28th Indiana Regiment Returns Home 

On January 8th, 1866, a public reception is held for 

the 28th Indiana Regiment, the first and only Afri-

can American regiment organized in Indiana. They 

fought in numerous battles and sustained heavy 

losses, and they proved their bravery in the sieges 

of Petersburg and Richmond. Throughout the war, 

they lost a total of 212 men. They saw their first 

combat at White House, Virginia, traveled with 

Sheridan and his Cavalry through Chickahominy 

swamps, and lost almost half of the regiment’s en-

tire men during what would later become known 

as the Battle of the Crater. For their sacrifice, brav-

ery, and dedication to the union, they were given 

an official state reception for their return to Indi-

ana after the war. 

Questions? Comments? Please email us at 

judavis1@library.in.gov 

Want to learn more? Visit the library and read these books! 

 

The 28th United States Colored Troops / ISLI 973.74 F733T (microfilm) 

Reception and history of the 28th regiment, according to the 

January 9th, 1865 issue of the Indianapolis Journal. 


