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The 28" Indiana Regiment Returns Home

On January 8", 1866, a public reception is held for
the 28th Indiana Regiment, the first and only Afri-
can American regiment organized in Indiana. They
fought in numerous battles and sustained heavy
losses, and they proved their bravery in the sieges
of Petersburg and Richmond. Throughout the war,
they lost a total of 212 men. They saw their first
combat at White House, Virginia, traveled with
Sheridan and his Cavalry through Chickahominy
swamps, and lost almost half of the regiment’s en-
tire men during what would later become known
as the Battle of the Crater. For their sacrifice, brav-
ery, and dedication to the union, they were given
an official state reception for their return to Indi-
ana after the war.

Reception and history of the 28th regiment, according to the
January 9th, 1865 issue of the Indianapolis Journal.

Beception of the 25th Colored.

History of the Regimeént.
The colored regiment, usiderthe command
ot Msjor Secrist, was pablicly received on be-
nalf of the State, yesterday sfternocn. The
<xercises werp held in the Ta and &
weicome address was made by B. W. Kimball,
Biq, sfter witich the boys were spoken 10 by
Goveraor Bakéc for s few minates. Toe con-
sading speech w:s made by their chaplain—
« colored man beariog the parsdoxical nam-
Jf White® The occasion was & very plessant
ae, and was s lazge nail in the great platform
£ equal jastice. The’ollo'inz is the
NISTORY O¥ THS 28TH. -

This regiment wag recruited in Iadians,
3 a part of the qwt‘n of the State, bur
apon 1.8 organisati t was tarned over W
-::Umed States nM a8 the Twenty-
Bghta U.8. 0.1 It wes orrmd b{ Lieu-
ecant Oolonel O, L. Ruawel!, snd left the
cendrgrons st I[ndisnapolis for Washi

w” tbes th day of April, 1884 It was
placed in s camp of insirnction near Alex-
odria, Viezini+, whers, cous:s of six
ompanicg—"A." Lieatenaat J . Qraz;
“8" Oaptsin J M. Welly; “C” Lieutsnar’
W G Robers; D, O&pﬂln J. 0 Padigg
-8, Qaotaia J'orm C.. Hyckhise; “R,” Cap-
ain H Saow, aod ecommaad of Liiu
Jologel OdL. Rumell. It lndu'sur:’:‘llahmt
s-riea of drili, preparatory to the o they
were about to undergo, If embarked for White
Hoaee, Virginis, oa the 34 dsy of Juae, 1864,
wad par-icipated in aoengagement at that place
»a the 213t of the same month. [t accompapied
3neridsa’'s Oavalry on i3 excursion through
ne Chickabominy swamps, aod after.s hez-
«rdens and circalicus march, during which it
me’ severs losses from frequeat skirmishes
with the enemy, it arrived at Prince George's
Jour: Hogse aad wes to Thomas's
| [ brigade, F-rvero’s division of the Ninth Arm:
Cotps. With this commacd it participated
saroughout the entire campaign before Peters-
| ourg ia 1864, winping u‘yh‘lmnhin
| he battle of the “Crater,”” where it
+| ost cearly half of itsa namber in killed and
wounded. For the tant aad promioent
part borne ia tiris scton the commanding of-
‘| cer, Lieatenant Goloael Rassel!, was promoted |
Joionel, and subsrquently Brevet Brigadier
G -peral, 1o date from July 10, 1884, having fi 8
been plsced in commsa’ of & brigade. The
r epooeibilities of the regiment now f-1l apo-
M jor Toomss H Logas, o whom the com- |
maad is woolly indebted for ell its q

ous coadaet sffrded s ready sccess to the
Lieatensat Colonelcy vacated by the promo-
tion of Colonel Rassell. The decimated ranks

were now filled with redruits, sad four
more compacies were organisad, and
comma-ded se followe G, Captain B. C
Shermao; H, Oaptain T. J. Gray; [, Captain J
er, aad K, Captain L. H. Bliss. At
| Hateber's Rua fresh glory was won by bothof-
¢ | fiers and men. ng the month of Novem-
. | ber, when the colorsd troops were omgan:sed
“lioto the 35:hcorps, Army of dbe James, the
b-ﬂta reciment was sslected for duty in the
" Qaartermaster’s Dep.rimentat City Poiat, and
| r-maiced at that place until called apon to &~
| sist in opersting agsinst R.chmond. Coostits-
" tngspertof i brigade nader Gso.
.B.nn-\m. g tbe first organizations to
N ey tbecity, whers it Was detaiaed for thr e
" dsysstOsmp Lee. Forits iiscipline and effi-
® ! cisney, it wae, with the remsinder of General
2| Rameil's brigade, returned to the post st Oty
®Pot t, w0 take charge.of prisoners. R-msio-
" | iog st this place gatil the 25:h corps bad em-
:, oarked for Texss, it st sail usder i3 worthy
'ilud-t. Licutensat Colovel Loysa, for Bragos
i_limlin‘o. whers i§ arrived on the 13t day of
Uui} It diseiabarked st Indisnols on the 5tb,
aod was subsequently ord-red 0 rijoin Ras-
| seil's brigade sc Corpus Obristi, whers it re-
iuic-d uatil discharzed, by virtae of an order
)- | from the War Departmenr, on the 8 h of No-
of | comber, 18685
0! Mastered into the Uaited States service, De-
u | cemiber 20, 1863, at [adisnapolis, [ndis s
w | Fleld sod $:af—Coionel snd Brigatier Geo-
5 | ersl, Otsries L Ra-eell; Liratensot-Colonel,
I- | Thomaes H. Logaz; Msjor, Nath-n A Seeres;
i1 | Sargeon, Gorge H. B.ichabp; Awistast Sur-
s | zsoue, P R Houss sod Oelso Pieguesi; A‘ja-
sijmn, J P 8:bu; Regimental Qaartermaster
e (R W Gogoer; Onaplain, G H Wnie
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Want to learn more? Visit the library and read these books! Questions? Comments? Please email us at
judavisl@Ilibrary.in.gov
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