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TO:  

Indiana Public Libraries

FROM:  
Indiana State Library – Legal Division
RE:  

Regulated Places of Entertainment
DATE:  
January 2, 2024
Last fall the State Library was contacted by several libraries regarding “Regulated Places of Amusement or Entertainment” (RPAE) permits. One particular library had been advised by a Department of Homeland Security employee that the library needed a RPAE permit in order to show a free movie to their patrons. The library advised that they had the necessary copyright license but was unsure why they would also need an RPAE permit. After reviewing the law and discussing with the Department of Homeland Security, it was determined that no, libraries do not need to get RPAE permits to show a movie to their patrons, as long as the library is not charging attendees a fee or otherwise showing the movie for promotional purposes. However, there may be circumstances where a library would need an RPAE permit. 
Q: What is a “Regulated Place of Amusement or Entertainment”? (IC 22-12-1-23)
A: "Regulated place of amusement or entertainment" includes, in pertinent part, a theater, opera house, movie theater, dance hall, night club with a stage or floor show, or another place that offers  amusement or entertainment to the public for consideration or promotional purposes. 
“Place” is defined in 675 IAC 12-9-2(d) as a building or room capable of being classified as a Assembly Group A or Assembly Group A5 occupancy under the Indiana building code. Assembly Group A occupancy includes, among others, the use of a building or structure or a portion thereof for the gathering of persons for purposes such as civic, social, or religious functions, recreation, food or drink consumption, or awaiting transportation. Assembly Group A5 occupancy includes participation in or viewing outdoor activities including but not limited to amusement park structures, bleachers, grandstands, and stadiums.
The words “amusement”, “entertainment”, and “public” are fairly self-explanatory and can be interpreted as they normally would be. “Consideration” means there is a fee to attend the event. “Promotional purposes” means attendees are encouraged to buy something or pay for a service or spend money in some way.

Q. When might Indiana public libraries need to apply for a permit?  (IC 22-14-3-5)
A. It appears that public libraries would qualify as a “place” under the RPAE law. So, if a library is engaging in a program that could be considered amusement or entertainment and it is directed towards the public, a permit would be required if there is a fee to attend or if the event is being used for promotional purposes, as defined above.

Q. Who can I contact if I am not sure whether we need a permit?

A. You can email:  codequestions@dhs.in.gov  or you can call: (317) 232-1407.

Q. Where do I go to file for a permit?

A. Here is the link to the application. 
Q. Is there a fee for the permit?

A. Yes, fees are listed here on the Department of Homeland Security website.

Q. Are permits permanent?

A. No, the permits expire annually.

Q. Where can I find more information?

A. Here is a link to the Department of Homeland Security flyer on Regulated Places of Amusement or Entertainment. Here is the link to the Department of Homeland Security web page on RPAEs.
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