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TO:  

Indiana Public Libraries

FROM:  
Indiana State Library 
RE:  

Update on the Library Card Law (IC 36-12-2-25)
DATE:  
March 31, 2016
The following is an update regarding the library card law (IC 36-12-2-25) and non-resident cards.

What has changed?
As of July 1, 2016, Indiana public libraries may choose to issue free or reduced fee non-resident library cards to Indiana residents who attend a college or university that lies, at least in part, in the library’s district.  This is an additional option the library may choose; it is not required.

What hasn’t changed?

It is still up to the library’s discretion if they will offer free or reduced fee non-resident library cards to:

· Employees, and 

· Students enrolled in or teachers in a public school corporation or nonpublic school that is located at least in part in the library district and in which students in any grade from preschool through grade 12 are educated.  Remember, if your library chooses to allow free or reduced fee cards under this part of the law, the library must include children who are home schooled in the library’s district.
*Please remember that a library board resolution is required when a library plans to issue free or reduced fee non-resident library cards in accordance with the law. 
What else has changed?

Non-resident cards may still be issued for a maximum of a one year period. However, as of July 1, 2016, at the library’s discretion, non-resident library cards may be issued for a period of time that is less than one year. Libraries that choose to issue non-resident library cards for less than a one year period must pro-rate the library’s fee for the non-resident card accordingly.

Examples:
1. My library chooses to offer a 3 month non-resident card and the usual annual cost for a non-resident card is $100. The library must charge $25.00 for the 3 month non-resident card.
2. My library has a resolution stating that students attending schools within the library’s district will be issued free library cards.  The library may continue to issue free non-resident library cards to students. There is no pro-rated fee in this example.  
3. My library has a resolution stating that students attending schools within the library’s district will be issued library cards at a discounted cost of 50% of the usual $100 fee. In this case, the annual cost for the student non-resident card is $50 so the cost for a pro-rated 3 month non-resident card would be $12.50. 
4. My library is near the Indiana border and serves a large college population and many of the students live in the neighboring state and commute to the college near the library. The library has a resolution stating that students attending a college or university in the library’s district are eligible for free non-resident library cards.  In this example, the college student who resides in a different state is not eligible for a free non-resident library card because he/she does not reside in Indiana. 

Reminder: 

Remember, non-resident cards are issued to individuals, not families. Also, there is no provision in the law that allows for charging full price for a family’s first non-resident card and then a discounted price for other family members’ non-resident cards.
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