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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

EDUCATOR GUIDE K-2

HOW TO USE THIS EDUCATOR GUIDE
Learn More Indiana’s Educator Guide is provided as a companion to the LEARN MORE student 
magazines. Aligned to state standards, the Educator Guide is designed to make it easy for teachers to 
incorporate college- and career-focused lessons into their classroom instruction throughout the year. 

PLAN, PREPARE and PAY FOR COLLEGE
All Learn More Indiana resources — including our website at LearnMoreIndiana.org — organize 
information for students in three areas:

• PLAN for college by building college awareness and taking the right steps in every grade.

• PREPARE for careers with academic and job-related tips for every age.

• PAY for college with smart saving strategies and financial aid awareness.

Like the LEARN MORE student magazines, this guide is organized in PLAN, PREPARE and PAY 
sections, so you can easily find what you’re looking for.

LESSON PLANS
At the beginning of each section (starting on page 4), you’ll find a sample lesson plan focused on a 
PLAN, PREPARE or PAY theme. Follow the lesson plan step-by-step or modify it to suit your preferences 
or timeframe. Check out the “Online Resources” box for more resources related to each lesson.

ACTIVITIES (Blackline Masters)
Each section of the Educator Guide features blackline masters of student-friendly activities (starting 
on page 5) that can be copied as needed. You can also print the online versions available at 
LearnMoreIndiana.org/print or ask students to use the activities included in their copies of the  
LEARN MORE magazines. Each LEARN MORE magazine has a wealth of information for students 
and families as well as helpful links to more online resources.
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LEARN MORE RESOURCES K-2

LEARN MORE INDIANA RESOURCES

Visit LearnMoreIndiana.org to learn more about all our resources, including:

1. STUDENT SUCCESS GUIDES & PRINTER-FRIENDLY ACTIVITIES
This Educator Guide is provided as a companion to the LEARN MORE magazine series. Download 
electronic versions of the magazine or browse our Activity Bank of related worksheets and other 
materials at LearnMoreIndiana.org/print.

2. COLLEGE AND CAREER SUCCESS CAMPAIGNS
Learn More Indiana’s year-round campaigns give you the materials and information you need to help 
students succeed in the future. Kicking off each August through November, College GO! Week helps 
students plan for education beyond high school. From December through March, Cash for College 
teaches students how to pay for their education at any age. And new this year, Career Ready, 
launching in April and lasting through July, features information on preparing for career paths. Learn 
more at LearnMoreIndiana.org/campaigns.

3. COLLEGE AND CAREER READINESS SURVEY
Available for grades 3-12, the annual Learn More Indiana Student Survey helps local schools assess 
whether students are making sound choices that will help them succeed in a rigorous curriculum and 
continue their education after high school. Typically administered in about 30 minutes and providing 
instant results, the survey can be used to inform local college- and career-readiness activities with 
additional (optional) question sets related to students’ guidance needs, perception of their school 
counseling programs and their assistance needs. Learn more at LearnMoreIndiana.org/survey.

4. SPEAKERS BUREAU
Request a speaker for any event for students and help them learn how to plan, prepare and pay 
for college and careers at an age-appropriate level. Or, sign up to be a speaker yourself and 
motivate students in your area with Learn More Indiana’s user-friendly presentations. Learn more at 
LearnMoreIndiana.org/speakers.

5. COLLEGE SUCCESS COALITIONS
Join your county’s College Success Coalition, or help start a coalition of business, school, nonprofit 
and government leaders who want to improve your county’s college access and success rates. Data-
driven and locally-focused, the Indiana College Success Coalitions are a great way to make an 
impact where you live. Learn more at LearnMoreIndiana.org/coalitions.
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LESSON PLAN
PLAN FOR COLLEGE & CAREER SUCCESS
Purpose
Students will be able to describe one 
or more jobs they find interesting and 
discuss jobs held by people in their com-
munities. They will also begin to under-
stand how postsecondary education is 
important to most future jobs. 

Indiana Academic Standards for English/
Language Arts and Mathematics: RF.1, 
RF.2, RF.3, RF.4, K.RF.5, RN.1, RN.2, 
RV.1, RV.3, W.1, W.2, K.W.3.2, 1.W.3.2, 
2.W.3.2, K.W.4, W.6, SL.1, SL.2, SL.3
Indiana Student Standards for Guidance: 
G.K-2.1.13, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3

Materials
You will need…
• Be a Career Explorer  

worksheet (page 5)
• My College Path  

worksheet (page 7)
• Tools of the Trade  

worksheet (page 6)
• Pencils and crayons
• Pictures of people at work (farmer, fire 

fighter, nurse, etc.)
• Objects or tools people use at work 

(computer, hammer, petri dish, etc.)

Time
• 15-30 minutes

Lesson Plan
1. Ask students:
• What is a job? (A job is work a 

person does to help pay for things 
like clothing, food, and shelter.)

• Can you give an example of a job 
in our community? (Students might 
share answers like farmer, fire 
fighter, nurse, or teacher.)

2. Show students one of the pictures 
you selected. Ask questions about 
the person at work:

• Where does this person work?
• Does this person wear special clothes 

or use any tools for work?
• Do you know anyone who has a job 

like this person?
Repeat this step with a different picture 
of a person at work.
3. Now pass out the Be a Career 

Explorer worksheet to students. 
Invite students to draw/color 
themselves or someone they know 
at work.  

4. OPTIONAL: Talk to students about 
your college experience. Tell them 
about where you went to college, 
what kinds of classes you had, and 
how it felt when you graduated and 
met your goal.

5. Ask students:
• Can you name any colleges in 

Indiana? Do you know how far the 
schools are from your house? 

• Do you think you want to go away to 
college or do you think you want to 
stay home for school?

6. Now pass out the My College 
Path worksheet to students. Guide  
students as they consider the “path” 
to the job they think they want to 
have when they grow up.

Extra Time
Present the objects or tools you have 
selected to students. Ask questions about 
the object or tool:
• Does anyone know what this object 

or tool is called?
• What kind of job requires a person 

to use this object or tool?
• Do you know anyone who uses this 

object or tool?
Now pass out the Tools of the 
Trade worksheet to students. Explain 
that they need to match the person to 
the tool he or she uses at work.

Next explain to students that different 
jobs require different types of education. 
Share that most jobs require education 
(school) after high school. Discuss how 
after high school, there are different 
programs for students that may take 
one, two, four or more years.

Online Resources
Visit LearnMoreIndiana.org/plan to access the Kids.gov 
job portal, with games and videos about jobs.
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Be a 

CAREER
EXPLORER
What do you want to be 
when you grow up?

Step 1: 
Draw a picture of someone at a job 
that interests you using the space to the 
right or a blank sheet of paper.  

If you need ideas, ask your teacher 
about different types of jobs or visit the 
library to find books about careers. 

Step 2: 
Then write down what you like about 
this career:
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Name:

TOOLS OF THE TRADE

What do you want to be when you grow up? 

What tools will you need to do your job? 

NURSE CARPENTER JOURNALIST

People in  erent careers need  erent tools. 
Draw a line from the career professionals to the 
tools they need to do their jobs. Then color the 
pictures and answer the questions below.
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Name:
PLAN LEARN MORE K-2

My  
School

My  
Career

Middle  
School

High  
School

College

Color the pictures and follow the path to your future  
career. Draw yourself and all of the tools you need  
for your future career.

MyCollegePath

I want to be a
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LESSON PLAN

Purpose
Students will learn how jobs they have 
at home or school are similar to what 
adults do at their jobs. Students will also 
begin to connect how things they are  
doing now, like reading and math, will help 
them prepare for college and a career.

Indiana Academic Standards for English/
Language Arts and Mathematics: RF.1, 
RF.2, RF.3, RF.4, K.RF.5, RN.1, RN.2, RV.1, 
RV.3, W.1, W.2, K.W.4, W.6, SL.1, SL.2, 
SL.3, K.NS.1, 1.NS.1, 2.NS.1, K.NS.2, 
2.NS.2, K.NS.4, K.NS.5, K.NS.6, K.NS.7, 
K.NS.8, K.NS.10, 2.NS.5, 1.CA.1, 2.CA.1, 
K.DA.1
Indiana Student Standards for Guidance: 
G.K-2.1.14, 2.1, 2.2, 4.14

Materials
You will need…
• On the Job! worksheet (page 9)
• Reading Race  

worksheet (page 10)
• Crayons and pencils

Time
15-30 minutes

Lesson Plan
1. Ask students: 
• What kind of jobs do you have at 

home or school? (Students might 

share answers like feed a pet, 
recycle, or finish homework.)

2. Pass out and explain the On the 
Job! worksheet to students. 

3. After finishing the worksheet, ask 
students:

• What jobs do you like the best? 
Least?

• Think about the job you wrote down 
on your paper. What do you think is 
the best part of that job? The most 
difficult part?

4. Explain to students that the tasks 
they complete at home and school 
are similar to those tasks adults 
do at their jobs. OPTIONAL: Share 
examples.

5. Ask students:
• What is your favorite subject to 

study at school? 
• Can you give an example of a job 

where you would need to know how 
to read? How about a job where you 
would need to know math? 

6. Pass out and explain the Reading 
Race worksheet.

7. After finishing the worksheet, ask 
students:

• Who has the more red books,  
Annabelle or Johnny? 

• How many blue books does Anna-
belle have?

• How many green books does Johnny 
have? 

• Did you use reading or math to  
finish this worksheet? How?

• Extra Time
Talk to students about how different 
jobs take place in different places. For 
example, most teachers work in school 
buildings, and most fitness instructors 
work in a gym. Ask students to think 
about what kind of setting they might 
like:
• Do you enjoy being indoors or 

outdoors?
• Do you like working in a large space 

or a small space?
• Do you prefer a quiet setting or a 

loud setting?

Pass out and explain the Job Sites 
worksheet to students. 

PREPARE FOR COLLEGE & CAREER SUCCESS

 

ON THE JOB!

Circle the jobs you have at school and at home. 
Then, at the bottom of the page, fill in a career you 
might like to have in the future and circle the jobs you 
will have to do.

I WANT  TO  BE A ___________________.  I WILL  HAVE TO :

Keep my desk tidy

Lead other workers

Help others

Finish assignments from my boss

Keep my desk tidy

Feed a pet

Clean up from art

Collect papers 
or books

Lead the line to lunch

Finish homework

SC HOOL HOME

Put dishes away

Help a brother or sister

Feed a pet

Keep my room tidy

Pack my 
backpack

Online Resources
Visit LearnMoreIndiana.org/prepare to access to access 
sites with elementary school activities and information 
about jobs.
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ON THE JOB!

Circle the jobs you have at school and at home. 
Then, at the bottom of the page, fill in a career you 
might like to have in the future and circle the jobs you 
will have to do.

I WANT  TO  BE A ___________________.  I WILL  HAVE TO :

Keep my desk tidy

Lead other workers

Help others

Finish assignments from my boss

Keep my desk tidy

Feed a pet

Clean up from art

Collect papers 
or books

Lead the line to lunch

Finish homework

SC HOOL HOME

Put dishes away

Help a brother or sister

Feed a pet

Keep my room tidy

Pack my 
backpack
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Name:
PREPAREPREPARE LEARN MORE K-2

READING RACE

What is YOUR favorite book? 

Annabelle and Johnny’s teacher wants them 
to read red books. They each have a big stack of 
books. Some of them are red. Follow the directions 
below to color the pictures.

ANNABELLE HAS 12 RED BOOKS. 
HER OTHER BOOKS ARE BLUE.

JOHNNY HAS 10 RED BOOKS. 
HIS OTHER BOOKS ARE GREEN.
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The place where you do your work is called your  
job site. Different jobs have different job sites.  
Draw a line from each person to his or her job site.

JobSites

YOU
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LESSON PLAN

PA

Purpose
Students will understand the difference 
between spending and saving. They will 
also learn that college can be costly, so it 
is important to start saving early.

Indiana Academic Standards for English/
Language Arts and Mathematics: RF.1, 
RF.2, RF.3, RF.4, K.RF.5, RN.1, RN.2, RV.1, 
W.1, W.2, K.W.3.2, W.6, K.NS.1, 1.NS.1, 
2.NS.1, K.NS.2, 2.NS.2, K.NS.5, K.NS.6, 
2.NS.5, K.CA.1, 1.CA.1, 2.CA.1, 1.M.3, 
2.M.7, K.DA.1

Materials
You will need…
• Leafy Savings  

worksheet (page 13)
• College Dollars  

worksheet (page 15)
• Counting on College  

worksheet (page 14)
• Crayons and pencils

Time
• 15-30 minutes

Lesson Plan
1. Ask students: 
• Have you ever earned money for 

work that you have completed?
• What do you do with the money you 

earn? Do you spend it or save it?

2. Pass out and explain the Leafy 
Savings worksheet to students. 

3. After finishing the worksheet, ask 
students:

• How many leaves did Cole rake?
• How much money did Cole earn?
• Think about what Cole plans to do 

with his money. Do you think this is 
a good decision? Why or why not?

4. Explain to students that college is a 
big expense, but it is very important 
to their futures because most jobs 
require a college degree. Share that 
sometimes students get “scholar-
ships” for doing really well in school 
or sports.

5. Pass out and explain College 
Dollars.

6. After finishing the worksheet, ask 
students:

• Do you remember what a  
scholarship is?

• How did David earn his scholar-
ships?

• What specific things do you think Da-
vid did in school?  Can you do those 
things now?

Extra Time
Talk to students about different ways 
they could earn money for college. Ask 
them to think about how this might 
change over time. For example, when 
students are young, they might earn an 
allowance; when they are older, they 

can have a part-time job. Pass out and 
explain the Counting on College 
worksheet to students. 

PAY FOR COLLEGE & CAREER SUCCESS

Online Resources
Visit LearnMoreIndiana.org/pay for more information 
and resources on how to teach elementary school students 
about saving money.
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PA

What can YOU do to save money for college? 

$

LEAFY SAVINGS

Cole is saving for college! He earns10 cents 
for each leaf he rakes up. Color the picture and 
answer the questions below.

How much money will Cole earn for college if he rakes up all the leaves?



____________________________________________________

How much money 
will Lily earn? 
______________

COUNTING ON COLLEGE

Lily is saving her money for college. She earns 
10¢ for every dish she washes. Color and count the 
dishes.
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Name:

Lily is thinking about her dream college.  Where would you like to go to college?

____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________
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David is in college.  
It’s time to pay tuition!  
But David does not have to pay it all  
by himself. He worked hard in school. 
He has gotten letters that say he has 
scholarships to pay for college.  
How many scholarships does David have?

CollegeDollars
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