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Interacting with the Press 



Clerk Coffey 

 Cases are initiated in the Clerk’s Office, and we try to 
identify cases that will be of local interest 

 Staff training on confidential vs public records 
 Provide copies of records in high profile court cases 

(Purdue shooting) to local, state and national media 
 Legislative changes that impact Courts and attorneys 
 Elections and related issues are covered extensively 

by local media 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brief Introduction to showcase why you are on this panel.  A little about your work and interaction w media.



PIO Dolan 

 Promote the work of judicial branch 
 Field local, state and national media calls 
 Serve as spokesperson for Supreme Court & Agencies 
 Write and distribute press releases 
 Conduct outreach and education 
 Consult on high profile cases in trial court 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brief Introduction to showcase why you are on this panel.  A little about your work and interaction w media.



Editor Lucas 

 Edit all news stories/regular features in Indiana Lawyer, 
IL website, IL Daily email, and other digital publications 

 Work with editorial staff to define content for print and 
digital publications 

 Schedule IL columnists and guest contributors 
 Post and manage digital content on 

TheIndianaLawyer.com 
 Represent IL at legal industry events 
 Plan and promote IL Leadership in Law Awards and 

other special events and supplements 
 Welcome feedback on published stories and future story 

ideas 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brief Introduction to showcase why you are on this panel.  A little about your work and interaction w media.



Administrator Noble 

 Long-time Allen County Court Administrator 
 Works w/ Judges and Clerks 
 Court Management  
 Handled media during high profile Bisard case 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brief Introduction to showcase why you are on this panel.  A little about your work and interaction w media.



What Info Reporters Want 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD- introduces next topic—what reporters are after—why are they calling/showing up.



Tips from the media 

 You can anticipate and be prepared 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
K Lucas uses column as way to show what reporters need.  Remainder of panel needs to bring it back to topic—how you can help your boss and do your job as media asks for interview or records.



Interacting with the Judge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kd introduces topic—why you need to discuss media management BEFORE there is a question



Everybody has a boss 

 “Mom, you are not  
in charge of the  
whole world.” 
 
 “Nope, I’m not.   
But guess what?  
I am in charge of you!” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD—funny story about who is in charge



What is the concern? 

The trouble with quotes on the Internet is that 
you never know if they are genuine.” 

        -Abraham Lincoln 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jerry, Christa—why is it so verve-wracking to go on the record with a reporter—why is the boss careful?



What to discuss with the judge 

 Set a meeting NOW 
 Prepare an agenda with questions 
 “Regular” media calls 
 Press in the office 
 Documents 
 Request for an interview 
 Social media rules 
 Get clear guidance 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jerry—how can a staffer approach the judge and say, we really need to discuss these points and I need clear answers



Managing Everyday Moments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kd introduces, why it does not need to be a contentious relationship 



ACCESS TO COURT RECORDS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christa—introduces topic, importance of knowing how record requests are handled



What You Need To Know 

 What a reporter can/cannot have 
 How much you charge 
 Where to send the reporter 
 Online options  
 Special attention to audio recordings 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christa and Jerry



Audio & Video Recordings 

 AR 9 (D) 
 “…regardless of the manner of creation, method of 

collection, form of storage, form in which the record 
is maintained.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christa and jerry



Audio & Video Recordings 

 Judges must balance AR 9 & Code of Conduct 
 “…manage access to audio and video recordings of 

proceedings…to comply with Code of Conduct, Rule 
2.17.” 

 “This provision does not operate to deny…access.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Christa and Jerry



Remote Access 

 AR 9 (C)(7) 
 “…to inspect and copy information in …electronic 

form through electronic means.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD and Kelly on why this is important



Attorney/Judicial Discipline Cases 

 Complaints are confidential 
 Charges filed are public 
 Hearings are public 
 Records are public 
 Follow the case through the docket 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD



Info that can be managed 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kd—how Supreme Court hands down decisions



Social media in the courtroom 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kelly and KD importance of knowing rules, being able to explain to reporters



Interacting with the Media 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD introduces specifics on interaction



Problems With “No Comment” 

Suspicious 
Not helpful 
Does not advance your message 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ALL panel, what you can say instead



Assume the following… 

 
1. You are being recorded and photographed the 

moment you see the reporter until they leave 
2. Newspaper reporters may get video, tv reporters 

may print your answers verbatim 
3. Everything is “on the record” 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ALL—why you need to be honest but careful



Community Relations Committee 

 Law School For Journalists 
 Online tool with Bench and Media Guide 
    courts.in.gov/media 
 Fire Brigade 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD—other resources



Resources For Reporters 

 Indiana Judicial Service Report 
courts.in.gov/admin/courtmgmt/stats/index.html 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kd, other resources



Resources For You And Reporters 

 Indiana Court Times 
indianacourts.us/times 
 
 
 
 
 

 Court Twitter Page 
 twitter.com/incourts  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kd, other resources



One Page Factsheet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD, you can develop your own page factsheet



Managing High Profile Trials 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jerry and KD introduce



Do not reinvent the wheel! 

Imitation is sincerest form of flattery 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You are not in this alone!



How To Prepare 

 Request my assistance from Chief Justice 
 Draft Decorum Order 
 Seating 
 Parking 
 Bloggers/Reporters/Cameras 
 Protecting jurors 
 Security 
 Obtaining copies of documents 
 Getting video/photographs of evidence 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KD and Jerry



Have a plan 

 Court Records 
 Exhibits 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ALL



What you learned 



You are ready! 

 Talk to your boss before there is a question 
 Get clear guidance now 
 Develop a plan for everyday matters 
 Consider seeking assistance for high profile cases 
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