 for Court Staff

Court staff members are crucial to the successful use of senior judges in trial courts.  There are a number of things you should consider before, during and after the senior judge is in your court.

Your judge may apply to the Supreme Court for appointment of senior judges to serve your court.  To be eligible to serve, senior judges must have been certified by the Indiana Nominating Commission.   The list of certified senior judges is on the spread sheet on the Supreme Court website  http://www.in.gov/judiciary/admin/senior-judges/
Your court may utilize more than one senior judge.  Senior judges should be contacted before the judge appoints them.  A senior judge there are a number of reasons a senior judge may not wish to be appointed in your court.  Many senior judges act as mediators and wish to avoid conflict of interest by serving in certain courts.  

Each court has a specified number of days that can be used.  See the spread sheet at http://www.in.gov/judiciary/admin/senior-judges/  If additional days are needed for a court, the judge of that court may make an application to the Supreme Court.  However, additional days are not granted automatically.  It is very important to keep careful track of days used.  If your court needs additional days, the request should be made in a timely manner.
Sometimes emergencies arise and the judge is unable to request the appointment and/or services of a senior judge.  In that event, State Court Administration should be contacted.   Currently the person to contact is Thomas Carusillo tcarsil@courts.state.in.us    You should also discuss the situation with the other judges in your county.   A good policy is to check with your judge before any problems occur as to the procedure you should follow in an emergency when the judge is unable to act.

When you know specific days that a senior judge will be need, the best practice is for your judge to appoint a specific senior judge for those days.  

The question has arisen if a senior judge is serving in one court, may the senior judge sign orders, hear cases, etc. in another court in the same county.  The senior judge may act if they are generally appointed in both courts.  If they have not been appointed in the second court, the senior judge may not act.

A senior judge may take matters under advisement and act on them at a later time.  The senior judge may not be able to complete a hearing or need to return to conduct sentencing after a trial.  A senior judge may retain jurisdiction in an individual case if your judge enters an order to that effect.  The senior judge should discuss the matter with your judge and let your court know how much time they will be using.   The senior judge shall report this time to your court on the same Senior Judge Statement of Service form and you need to keep track of the time.
