
 

 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025  The  Invincible Miss 
Cust by Penny Haw 

Tuesday, March 18, 2025 The Mother-In-Law  
by Sally Hepworth 

Tuesday, May 20, 2025 Queen Bee 
by Dorothea Benton Frank 

In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning 
debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and 

Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd gathered 
outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to 

Seattle’s Japantown. It has been 
boarded up for decades, but now 
the new owner has made an in-
credible discovery: the belongings 
of Japanese families, left when 
they were rounded up and sent to 
internment camps during World 
War II. As Henry looks on, the 
owner opens a Japanese parasol.  

Set during one of the most con-
flicted and volatile times in American histo-
ry, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is an 
extraordinary story of commitment and enduring 
hope. In Henry and Keiko, Jamie Ford has creat-
ed an unforgettable duo whose story teaches us 
of the power of forgiveness and the human heart. 

Tuesday, April 15, 2025 The Marsh King’s Daughter      
by Karen Dionne 

Tuesday, July 15, 2025  Killers of the Flower Moon 
by David Grann   

In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world 
were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil 
was discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in 

chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, 
and sent their children to study in Europe. 
Then, one by one, the Osage began to be 
killed off. The family of an Osage woman, 
Mollie Burkhart, became a prime target. 
One of her relatives was shot. Another was 
poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as 
more and more Osage were dying under 
mysterious circumstances, and many of 
those who dared to investigate the killings 
were themselves murdered. 
As the death toll rose, the newly created 

FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar 
Hoover, turned to a former Texas Ranger named Tom 
White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an 
undercover team, including a Native American agent who 
infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to 
expose one of the most chilling conspiracies in American 
history.  

 Aleen Cust has big dreams. And no one―not her 
family, society, or the law―will stop her.  

Born in Ireland in 1868 to an aristocratic English 
family, Aleen knows she is destined to work with 
animals, even if her family is appalled by the 
idea of a woman pursuing a veterinary career. 
Going against their wishes but with the encour-

agement of the guardian as-
signed to her upon her fa-
ther's death, Aleen attends 
the New Veterinary College 
in Edinburgh, enrolling as A. 
I. Custance to spare her fami-
ly the humiliation they fear. At 
last, she is on her way to be-
coming a veterinary surgeon! 
Little does she know her big-
gest obstacles lie ahead. 

From the moment Lucy met her husband’s mother, she 
knew she wasn’t the wife Diana had envisioned for her per-

fect son. Exquisitely polite, friendly, and 
always generous, Diana nonetheless kept 
Lucy at arm’s length despite her desperate 
attempts to win her over. And as a pillar in 
the community, an advocate for female 
refugees, and a woman happily married for 
decades, no one had a bad word to say 
about Diana…except Lucy. 
That was five years ago. 
Now, Diana is dead, a suicide note found 
near her body claiming that she longer 

wanted to live because of the cancer wreaking havoc inside 
her body. But the autopsy finds no cancer. It does find trac-
es of poison, and evidence of suffocation. Who could possi-
bly want Diana dead? Why was her will changed at the 
eleventh hour to disinherit both of her children, and their 
spouses? And what does it mean that Lucy isn’t exactly sad 
she’s gone? Fractured relationships and deep family secrets 
grow more compelling with every page in this twisty, capti-
vating new novel from Sally Hepworth.  

Helena Pelletier has a loving husband, two beautiful 
daughters, and a business that fills her days. But she 
also has a secret: she is the product of an abduction. Her 
mother was kidnapped as a teenager by her father and 
kept in a remote cabin in the marshlands of Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. Helena, born two years after the ab-

duction, loved her home in nature, 
and despite her father’s sometimes 
brutal behavior, she loved him, 
too...until she learned precisely how 
savage he could be. 
 
More than twenty years later, she has 
buried her past so soundly that even 
her husband doesn’t know the truth. 
But now her father has killed two 

guards, escaped from prison, and disappeared into the 
marsh. The police begin a manhunt, but Helena knows 
they don’t stand a chance. Knows that only one person 
has the skills to find the survivalist the world calls the 
Marsh King—because only one person was ever trained 
by him: his daughter. 

Beekeeper Holly McNee Jensen quietly lives in a 
world of her own on Sullivans Island, tending her hives 
and working at the local island library. Holly calls her 
mother The Queen Bee because she’s a demanding 
hulk of a woman. Her mother, a devoted hypochondri-
ac, might be unaware that she’s quite ill but that 
doesn’t stop her from tormenting Holly. To escape the 
drama, Holly’s sister Leslie married and moved away, 

wanting little to do with island life. Hol-
ly’s escape is to submerge herself in 
the lives of the two young boys next 
door and their widowed father, Archie. 
Her world is upended when the more 
flamboyant Leslie returns and both 
sisters, polar opposites, fixate on 
what’s happening in their neighbor’s 
home. Is Archie really in love with that 
awful ice queen of a woman? If Archie 
marries her, what will become of his 

little boys? Restless Leslie is desperate for validation 
after her imploded marriage, squandering her favors 
on any and all takers. Their mother ups her game in 
an uproarious and theatrical downward spiral. Scan-
dalized Holly is talking to her honey bees a mile a mi-
nute, as though they’ll give her a solution to all the 
chaos. Maybe they will. 

Tuesday, February 18, 2025 Hotel on the Corner 

of Bitter and Sweet  by Jamie Ford 



 

 

 
Tuesday, August 19, 2025 Call Your Daughter 

Home  
by Deb Spera 

Tuesday, October 21, 2025 
The One Hundred Years of Lenni and Margot  

by Marianne Cronin 

Tuesday, November 18,  2025 The Last Flight       
by Julie Clark 

2025 

DeMotte Library 

 

It’s 1924 in Branchville, South Carolina and 
three women have come to a crossroads. Ger-

trude, a mother of four, must 
make an unconscionable decision 
to save her daughters. Retta, a 
first-generation freed slave, 
comes to Gertrude’s aid by 
watching her children, despite the 
gossip it causes in her communi-
ty. Annie, the matriarch of the in-
fluential Coles family, offers Ger-
trude employment at her sewing 
circle, while facing problems of 

her own at home. These three women seem-
ingly have nothing in common, yet as they unite 
to stand up to injustices that have long plagued 
the small town, they find strength in the bond 
that ties women together.  Told in the pitch-
perfect voices of Gertrude, Retta, and An-
nie, Call Your Daughter Home is an emotional, 
timeless story about the power of family, com-
munity, and ferocity of motherhood.  

Tuesday, September 16, 2025  
Moloka’i by Alan Brennert 

 Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian 
girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands 
like her father, a merchant seaman. 
Then one day a rose-colored mark 
appears on her skin, and those 
dreams are stolen from her. Taken 
from her home and family, Rachel is 
sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined 
leprosy settlement on the island of 
Moloka'i. Here her life is supposed 

to end---but instead she discovers it is 
only just beginning. With a vibrant 

cast of vividly realized characters, Moloka'i is the 
true-to-life chronicle of a people who embraced 
life in the face of death. Such is the warmth, hu-
mor, and compassion of this novel that "few read-
ers will remain unchanged by Rachel's sto-
ry”(mostlyfiction.com).  

Claire Cook has a perfect life. Married to 
the scion of a political dynasty, with a 
Manhattan townhouse and a staff of ten, 
her surroundings are elegant, her days 
flawlessly choreographed, and her future 
auspicious. But behind closed doors, 
nothing is quite as it seems. That perfect 
husband has a temper that burns bright 
and he's not above using his staff to 
track Claire's every move. What he 
doesn't know is that Claire has worked 
for months on a plan to vanish. A plan 
that takes her to the airport, poised to 
run from it all. But a chance meeting in 

the airport bar brings her together with a woman whose cir-
cumstances seem equally dire. Together they make a last-
minute decision. The two women switch tickets, with Claire 
taking Eva's flight to Oakland, and Eva traveling to Puerto 
Rico as Claire. They believe the swap will give each of them 
the head start they need to begin again somewhere far away. 
But when the flight to Puerto Rico crashes, Claire realizes it's 
no longer a head start but a new life. Cut off, out of options, 
with the news of her death about to explode in the media, 
Claire will assume Eva's identity, and along with it, the se-
crets Eva fought so hard to keep hidden. 

 
Seventeen-year-old Lenni Pettersson lives on the Ter-

minal Ward at the Glasgow Prin-
cess Royal Hospital. Though the 
teenager has been told she’s dying, 
she still has plenty of living to do. 
Joining the hospital’s arts and crafts 
class, she meets the magnificent 
Margot, an 83-year-old, purple-
pajama-wearing, fruitcake-eating 
rebel, who transforms Lenni in ways 
she never imagined. As their friend-
ship blooms, a world of stories 
opens for these unlikely compan-

ions who, between them, have been alive for one hun-
dred years. Though their days are dwindling, both are 
determined to leave their mark on the world. With the 
help of Lenni’s doting palliative care nurse and Father 
Arthur, the hospital’s patient chaplain, Lenni and Mar-
got devise a plan to create one hundred paintings 
showcasing the stories of the century they have lived—
stories of love and loss, of courage and kindness, of 
unexpected tenderness and pure joy. 

 

 

 

 

Discussion is held in the West 

Meeting Room at 

6:00 PM 

 Refreshments will be Served 


