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FIGG Volunteer Testing Information 
Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy (FIGG) is an investigative technique to generate 
leads in unsolved violent crimes or unidentified human remains cases where DNA is 
present but remains unidentified.  The unidentified DNA profile is searched in public 
databases accessible for law enforcement searching to attempt to identify a person of 
interest. Lists of potential relatives of the individual are generated and a genealogist builds 
family trees utilizing public records to potentially identify the person of interest.  There are 
situations when obtaining a DNA profile from a member of the potential family lineage can 
aid in building family trees and identifying or eliminating potential persons of interest.   A 
volunteer DNA sample is collected to potentially aid in this process. 
FIGG is reliant on trust, support and participation by members of the public.  The following 
information is provided to help the volunteer understand how their DNA data is used and 
what steps are taken to ensure their privacy.     

Common Questions and Concerns:  
1. What will the volunteer’s profile be used for? 

The volunteer’s profile will be used to aid in the genetic genealogical investigation of 
an unsolved violent crime or unidentified human remains case.  The profile will be 
uploaded to a public genealogy database accessible for law enforcement searching 
to determine how they are related to the person of interest; this may aid in building 
family trees and identifying or eliminating potential candidates in a case. 
 
The profile will not be entered into the Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) or any 
other law enforcement databases. 
 

2. What options are available for testing?   
A direct-to-consumer DNA testing kit may be provided by the investigating agency.  It 
is recommended that the investigative agency provides a Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) 
Family Finder™ kit.  It is also recommended that the investigator assist in completing 
the kit and mailing it to FTDNA.  Instructions are provided with the FTDNA Family 
Finder™ kit for collection and account creation. The volunteer must opt-in for  
 
“Investigative Genetic Genealogy Matching (IGGM)” during account set-up for their 
profile to be searched by law enforcement.  The volunteer must share their email  
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used for upload or FTDNA Family Finder™ kit number for future identification in any 
match list. 
 
If FTDNA Family Finder™ kits are unavailable, another direct-to-consumer genetic 
testing kit can be utilized such as AncestryDNA®.  Law enforcement can contact the 
FIGG team at the laboratory if help is needed to acquire a kit.  
 
If another testing company is utilized, the volunteer MUST upload their genetic 
profile to GEDmatch and opt-in for law enforcement searching (see #4).  Individuals 
testing with FTDNA Family Finder™ kits are highly encouraged to also take this step.  
(See GEDmatch Download and Upload Instructions.)   
 

3. Are there any concerns the volunteer should be aware of if submitting a kit to 
FTDNA? 
If the volunteer would like to learn more about their ancestry, ethnicity, or potential 
genetic relatives, they can access their results after FTDNA has completed 
processing their kit.  It should be noted, however, that this type of DNA testing can 
reveal previously unknown information about their genetic relatives that could 
potentially be traumatic and may cause difficulties within a family (e.g. adoptions, 
non-paternity, gamete donation, illegitimacy, etc.).  The volunteer can choose to 
submit a kit to FTDNA and then never access the results of the testing. 
  

4. What if a volunteer has already tested with DNA? 
If an individual has already taken a DNA test through a direct-to-consumer company 
like AncestryDNA®, etc., they must download their data and then upload it to 
GEDmatch to assist law enforcement.  (See GEDmatch Download and Upload 
Instructions.)   It is recommended that the investigator assists in this process if 
possible.  The GEDmatch kit number and/or email address should be provided for 
future identification in any match list.  When uploading to GEDmatch, the individual 
MUST opt-in for law-enforcement searching for their DNA data to be accessible. 
 

5. Is there any follow-up that should happen after a volunteer has mailed their Family 
Finder™ kit to FTDNA? 
 
Yes!  It is recommended that the investigator follow-up to confirm the kit number 
and to ensure that the individual did opt-in to “Investigative Genetic Genealogy  
Matching (IGGM).”  The volunteer may also be encouraged to upload their data from 
FTDNA to GEDmatch as described above. 
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6. What identifying information will be associated with the volunteer’s DNA data, and 

who has access to that identifying information? 
An individual that collected their own FTDNA Family Finder™ kit (with assistance 
from the investigator) will be able to determine what information is associated with 
that kit number in FTDNA when setting up their account.  Please remember that 
another user of that database will view contact information such as the associated 
email.   
 
No identifying information or contact information will be released by the Indiana 
State Police to anyone outside of the investigation except pursuant to court order or 
as required by law. 
 

7. What happens to a volunteer’s data after a case is complete? 
Any individual who voluntarily uploaded their own DNA testing results to GEDmatch 
and/or FTDNA and opted-in to law enforcement is in control of these results.   
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How to Download Existing DNA Data and Upload to 
GEDmatch 

Part I- Download Existing DNA Data from Direct-to-Consumer DNA 
Testing Company 
See below for detailed instructions for how to download existing DNA data from the 
applicable DNA testing company.  Note the file name and location of downloaded DNA 
data.  This will be used in Part II when uploading DNA data to GEDmatch.  Instructions for 
each testing company can also be found at the listed web address. 

A. Ancestry DNA Download 
(https://www.gedmatch.com/education/ancestry/) 
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B. Family Tree DNA (FTDNA) Download 
IMPORTANT!  Individuals who have tested with FTDNA can choose to opt-in for law 
enforcement searching through FTDNA.  Individuals may also download their data from 
FTDNA and then upload to GEDmatch as shown below. 

1. Opt-in for law enforcement searching through FTDNA 
a. Navigate to “Privacy & Sharing” under “Account Settings.” 
b. Toggle “Opt in to IGGM” to “On.” 
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2. Download data from FTDNA for upload to GEDmatch 
a. Log into FTDNA. 
b. Click on “Results & Tools,” “Autosomal DNA,” and “Download Raw Data.” 

 

c. Click on “Build 37 Concatenated.” 
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C. 23andMe DNA Download 
(https://www.gedmatch.com/education/23andme/) 
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D. MyHeritage DNA Download 
(https://www.gedmatch.com/education/myheritage/)
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Part II- Upload Existing DNA Data to GEDmatch 

A. Create a GEDmatch account 
See below for detailed instructions on how to upload DNA data to GEDmatch after it 
has been downloaded from a testing company.  Instructions can also be found at 
https://www.gedmatch.com/how-it-works/.   

IMPORTANT!  The individual should be encouraged to share their GEDmatch kit number 
for future identification in any match list. 

1. Click on “JOIN FOR FREE” at https://www.gedmatch.com/. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gedmatch.com/how-it-works/
https://www.gedmatch.com/
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2. Click on “Sign up.” 

 

3. Fill in information to create an account.  Accept the Terms and Conditions and 
Privacy Policy. 
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B. Upload DNA Data to GEDmatch 
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IMPORTANT!  For DNA data to be accessible to help narrow a search for a potential 
candidate in a criminal case, “Opt-in” must be selected.  DNA data can still be used to help 
narrow a search for unidentified human remains if “Opt-out” is selected. 
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I have been provided with information regarding voluntary testing for Forensic Investigative Genetic 
Genealogy.  I understand that I am not required or obligated to provide a DNA sample, and that my 
consent to test is knowingly and voluntarily made.  I have been provided a copy of this information.     

A direct-to-consumer DNA kit has been provided:  YES      NO 

Volunteer Signature:  _____________________________________________________ 

Printed Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Volunteer Email Address Associated with Test: _______________________________ 

FamilyTreeDNA Kit Number:________________________________________________ 

Investigative Witness Name: _______________________________________________ 

Date:  __________________________________________________________________ 
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