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DNA SAMPLE INFORMED CONSENT FOR 
FORENSIC INVESTIGATIVE GENETIC GENEALOGY


Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy (FIGG) is an investigative technique to generate leads in unsolved violent crimes or unidentified human remains cases where DNA is present but remains unidentified.  The unidentified DNA profile is searched in public databases accessible for law enforcement searching to attempt to identify a person of interest. Lists of potential relatives of the individual are generated and a genealogist builds family trees utilizing public records to potentially identify the person of interest.  There are situations when obtaining a DNA profile from a member of the potential family lineage can aid in building family trees and identifying or eliminating potential persons of interest.  Your DNA sample is being collected to potentially aid in this process.    

1. A sample of DNA will be collected by swabbing the inside of your cheek/mouth.  This procedure should take no longer than a minute and should not cause you any discomfort.  After the swabs are collected, a laboratory will develop a Single Nucleotide Polymorphism (SNP) DNA profile that will be compared to other SNP DNA profiles to identify potential biological relatives.  The closer related two people are, the more DNA they will share.  

2. Possible biological relationships are evaluated by searching your SNP DNA profile in a public genealogy database. Any shared DNA amounts between you and the person of interest as well as other biological relatives will be used in building family trees to potentially identify the person of interest. 

3. Your SNP DNA profile will not be identified by name during any public genealogy database searches and will only be identified by a code or kit number.  No identifying information or contact information will be released to anyone outside of the investigation except pursuant to court order or as required by law.  

4. Your SNP DNA profile will not be used for any purposes other than performing FIGG for this specific case investigation.  It will not be used for medical research and will not be entered into the Combined DNA Index System (CODIS).    

5. After closure of the case, your SNP DNA profile will be removed from all genealogical websites. 



I have read and understand the information and procedures as specified in this Indiana State Police Laboratory Division DNA Sample Informed Consent Form.  I understand that I am not required or obligated to provide a DNA sample, and that my consent to have a DNA sample taken is knowingly and voluntarily made.  I have been provided a copy of this form.    
Signature:  ______________________________________________________________
Printed Name: ___________________________________________________________
Investigative witness name: _______________________________________________
Date:  __________________________________________________________________
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