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Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy                 Case Submission Acknowledgement Form

The Indiana State Police Laboratory (ISP) Biology Section considers following established Forensic Investigative Genetic Genealogy (FIGG) policies and recommendations essential for the continued success of this investigative process.  It is critical that all involved parties have a clear understanding of the ISP Laboratory requirements for FIGG.  The ISP Laboratory and the Investigative Agency recognize and agree to the dual goals of safeguarding the privacy of our citizens while upholding our obligation to seek justice and promote public safety. In doing so, the parties agree that FIGG DNA data will only be used for the purposes of an identification of a suspect in an unsolved violent crime or to identify human remains.

FIGG will be performed in an effort to identify the perpetrator/remains in the Investigative Agency's case number _____________________________________________________________.

Information regarding this case shall be entered into the respective investigative databases (if applicable).  Provide database identification numbers below.

Combined DNA Index System (CODIS) Specimen Identification Number: _________________
Violent Crime Apprehension Program (ViCAP):_________________________________________
National Crime Information Center (NCIC): ____________________________________________
National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs):____________________________
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC): _____________________________

CRIME SCENE FORENSIC UNKNOWN OR UNIDENTIFIED HUMAN REMAINS
1. The sample is from an unsolved, violent felony crime with critical public safety implications or is from unidentified human remains.
2. The Investigative Agency has exhausted all other reasonable and viable investigative leads, including DNA profile comparisons to potential suspect reference samples, with negative results.
3. The investigation has developed a forensic unknown STR DNA profile (complete, single source or appropriate DNA mixture) from the evidence attributable to the perpetrator/remains in the case.
4. A qualifying forensic unknown STR DNA profile has been uploaded into CODIS and no hit has resulted from routine searches.  Additionally, cases have been entered into ViCAP, NamUs, NCIC, and NCMEC, as appropriate.
FIGG
5. The Investigative Agency has consulted with the Indiana State Police and both agencies agree that FIGG is an appropriate and necessary step in the development of investigative leads and to protect public safety.
6. All agencies shall utilize only those genetic genealogy databases that authorize law enforcement use in their terms of service or obtain a legal search warrant to utilize other databases.
7. The Investigative Agency agrees that no arrest will be made based solely on the identification of a potential suspect from FIGG.  The identification is an investigative lead only and must be confirmed by STR DNA testing through a legally obtained sample.
8. If it becomes necessary to obtain a DNA sample from an individual other than the potential suspect (e.g., an individual who has been determined to be genetically related to the potential suspect), such samples shall be legally obtained.  If law enforcement intends to submit the non-suspect’s DNA to any DNA database they shall obtain knowing, voluntary written consent from the individual.
9. If FIGG results in the identification of a potential suspect as an investigative lead, and STR DNA testing confirms the identity, the Investigative Agency will take all reasonable steps to pursue and complete the investigation.
10. A commitment from the prosecuting agency is recommended to ensure the case will move forward if a suspect is identified using FIGG.
FIGG DATA
11. The Investigative Agency shall only use any DNA data obtained for purposes of performing FIGG for the identification of the person of interest in this case.
12. The Investigative Agency agrees that, consistent with the law and in order to protect privacy, it will not include in any warrant or probable cause declaration the names, email addresses, or any other identifying information of persons identified as possible or putative relatives of the forensic unknown as a result of FIGG.  Identifying information such as names or email addresses of persons used for developing investigative leads resulting from FIGG will be released only pursuant to court order or as required by law.
13. The Indiana State Police and Investigative Agency both agree that they will not sell, distribute, or otherwise use DNA or genealogical data for scientific research or for any commercial, medical, health, or pharmaceutical purpose of any kind.

I certify that I am a duly authorized representative of the entity indicated below, have the authority to sign on behalf of my agency, and understand and agree to each of its provisions.

_______________________________________                           __________________________
Signature								Date

_______________________________________                           ___________________________
Printed Name								Title

________________________________________
Agency
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