MEDIA ADVISORY
STATE TO HOST WOMEN’S HEALTH FORUM
INDIANAPOLIS – The Office of Women’s Health at the Indiana State Department of Health will host its 3rd Annual INFluence Women’s Health Forum with the theme “Igniting Your Passion for Healthy Hearts.”  
The purpose of the Forum is to bring together influential women from all over the state, including legislators, heads of government agencies, media representatives, educators and presidents of universities, health care professionals, and nonprofit and faith-based leaders to start a dialogue  and kick-off a year long health initiative. In particular, the discussion will be around heart health in Hoosier women. 

In 2006, heart disease was the number one cause of death in women in Indiana. There were 7,191 female deaths due to heart disease. Heart disease is associated with a number of chronic conditions including diabetes mellitus, high blood pressure, obesity, chronic kidney disease, and depression. Some behaviors associated with heart disease are smoking, physical inactivity, and poor nutrition and diet. 

This year’s premier sponsors are Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield and Indiana Minority Health Coalition. The sustaining sponsors are Indiana Tobacco Prevention and Cessation, The Heart Truth, and the Indiana State Department of Health. 

The details for this year’s events are below: 

WHO: Stacia Matthews, WRTV-TV Channel 6, will serve as emcee for the event. The following women of influence will give remarks: 
· Dr. Judy Monroe, Indiana State Health Commissioner
· First Lady Cheri Daniels, Honorary Chair 
· Gina Jones, Heart Disease and Stroke Survivor
· Dr. Elisabeth von der Lohe, Indiana University School of Medicine
· Tanya Parrish, Director of the Office of Women’s Health at the Indiana State Department of Health
WHEN: Tuesday September 15, 2009 from 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

   6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 
Networking and Silent Auction


   7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Presentations from women of INFluence


   8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Open Forum and Closing Remarks

WHERE: Indiana State Museum

     650 W. Washington 


     Indianapolis, IN 46204
Media Contacts: 
