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Background

Public health departments in the U.S. have three core functions - assessment, policy development and assurance.  In an effort to develop a comprehensive statement about public health in America, the ‘10 Essential Services of Public Health’ were developed.  These services serve as a definition and description of how services are delivered in our public health systems, including:

1.
Monitoring health status to identify community problems.

2 . 
Diagnosing and investigating health problems and health hazards in the community.


3.   
Informing, educating, and empowering people about health issues.


4.
Mobilizing community partnerships to identify and solve health problems.


5. 
Developing policies and plans that support individual and community health efforts.


6. 
Enforcing laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety.

7. 
Linking people to needed personal health services/assuring care when otherwise unavailable. 

8.
Assuring a competent public and personal health care workforce.

9.
Evaluating effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health services.

10.
Research for new insights and innovative solutions to health problems.
These 10 Essential Services provide a foundation for all public health activity, describe public health at the state and local levels, and provide a framework for the CDC, National Public Health Performance Standards Program (NPHPSP) assessment instruments. They provide clarity to understanding health issues at the state and local level, identification and response to health threats, enforcement of public health laws and regulations and planning/implementation of sound health policies.  

National partners who have worked to develop the Performance Standards instruments used in Indiana’s PHSQIP Program include:

CDC

Center for Disease Control

APHA

American Public Health Association

ASTHO

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials

NACCHO      
National Association of City and County Health Officials

NNPHI

Network of National Public Health Institute 

PHF

Public Health Foundation

Three CDC, NPHPSP Assessment Instruments are available. 



State Public Health System Assessment
 

Local Public Health System Assessment


Local Governance Assessment
To date, PHSIQP has involved the use of the State Public Health System Assessment instrument in August, 2007 with the Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH), the Local Public Health System Assessment instrument in 35 Indiana counties and engaged ten counties in the use of the Governance Assessment instrument.  The vision for this project is to improve the quality of public health practice and performance of the Indiana public health system by:



Providing performance standards for public health departments.



Engaging and leveraging national, state and local partnerships to build a stronger 




     foundation for public health preparedness in Indiana.



Promoting continuous quality improvement of Indiana’s public health system



Strengthening the science base for public health practice improvements

For additional information, please contact Deb Koester at (765) 412-9511 or dkoester@purdue.edu
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The concept, design, and implementation for this project is attributed to the 
Indiana State Department of Health.  This project is funded by the 
CDC PHHS Block Grant award number 2007-B1-IN-PRVS.


