MINUTES
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD MEETING
July 8, 2025
Fairholme Farms
9184 S County Road 125 E, Lewisville, IN 47352

Attendees Brandi Frazier Mary Lou Watson
Jane Hardisty (Vice Chair) Joe Schmees Michelle Benson
Kenny Cain (Member) Danielle Randles Elli Blaine

Brad Dawson (Member) Jaime Davenport Jerod Chew

Jewel Wise (Member) Claire Rekeweg Darlene Fischer
Tara Henry George Reger Dave

Amy Work Grace Adams Colson Doyle
David Bausman Sandra Hoffarth
Laura Fribley Attendees, via Teams Heath Hurst
Nathan Stoelting Gene Schmidt (member) Jeff Healy

Breegan Anderson Holden Abrell Rebecca McClellan
Geneva Tyler Liz Rice Damarys Mortenson
Ophelia Davis Julie Morris Ray Chattin

Kylie Wheeler Toby Days

Mike Dunn Nathaniel Warenski

Jane called the meeting to order at 9:04am ET. She welcomed everyone and thanked
Fairholme Farms for their hospitality

Kenny moved to approve the June meeting minutes. Brad seconded. Motion carried.
Clean Water Indiana

Tara provided Clean Water Indiana report. Tara then introduced Ellie Blaine to highlight the
Urban Soil Health Program (USH). Ellie gave a presentation on funding needs in order to
continue the USH program. They do anticipate being able to successfully close out their
existing CWI grant with plenty of match. Tara thanked Jewel for joining herself and the
DSS’s for helping with the CWI networking session.

Breegan gave an update on the CWI program director position. She announced that it has
been closed with several interested applicants. Interviews should be set up soon and they
are hoping to have someone hired by the end of August.

State Soil Conservation Board Business

Tara gave an update on the business plan. Breegan then provided an update regarding the
“Needs Assessment”.



Jane shared that Amy Burris has submitted her letter of resignation from the SSCB. Jane
expressed how much Amy will be missed. Jewel made a motion to accept this letter of
resignation effective today. Brad seconded. Jane asked for discussion and Brad expressed
how much Amy will be missed and what a valuable board member she was. Kenny asked
for the specifics regarding SSCB members. Breegan provided details on SSCB members
according to state code. There has been some interest expressed from individuals
regarding possibly becoming a SSCB member. Motion carried.

Soil and Water Conservation Districts

Geneva provided details on a resignation of a supervisor in Porter County. She provided
details on the replacement. Kenny moved to approve this replacement. Jewel seconded.
Motion carried.

ICP Reports

Jane then asked for partnership reports. Written reports were provided for CREP. Report
was given by Ophelia on nutrient stewardship. George provided an update on technical
assistance. A written report was also provided. Laura gave a report regarding the District
Support. A written report was also provided. Breegan highlighted a few items from the
directors’ report including meeting with INDOT regarding possible pollinator habitats along
roadways. State Fair meeting dates have not been confirmed.

IASWCD provided a written report. Amy also highlighted some items including a need for
volunteers at Pathway. She also announced the dates for the river friendly farmer
ceremony and the official business meeting.

CCSl provided a written report.

NRCS provided a written report. Jerod also provided some updates and highlighted some
of those items.

Brandi provided updates from IDEA. All but 2 counties are now represented in the state.
IDEA is offering to help with a video to introduce the SSCB members to all districts. The
video details were discussed.

RITA also provided a written report.
2025 Meeting Dates

Breegan provided details regarding the next SSCB meeting on September 9; the meeting
will be held in NW Indiana.

Kenny moved to adjourn. Brad seconded. Meeting adjourned at 9:58am ET.



