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[bookmark: _GoBack]Leah Jacobs, 19, is serving as the 2016-2017 Indiana FFA State Reporter. She is the daughter of Scott and Cindy Jacobs and is thrilled for the opportunity to combine her passion for agriculture and serving others as an Indiana FFA State Officer. Upon completion of her year of service, Leah will resume classes at Purdue University as an Agricultural Education Major and Animal Science Minor. 

During her seven years of active membership in the National FFA Organization, Leah has served in numerous leadership positions on the Chapter, District, and State levels. At the chapter level, Leah has served as the Eastern Hancock FFA Vice President. She has also been awarded several awards for her chapter involvement including: Star Discovery, Greenhand, Chapter and State Degree member. Her involvement also earned her the High Points Award.  One of Leah’s favorite aspects of service at the chapter level was the chance to mentor younger members. On the District level, Leah served as the 2012-2013 District VIII Sentinel and the 2013-2014 District VIII Vice President. At the state level, Leah has attended leadership conferences including: Premier Leadership Training, Foundations in Reaching Excellence, Seeking Opportunities Achieving Results, and Leadership Development Workshop. Additionally, she served multiple times as a counselor for both SOAR and FIRE. Leah had the opportunity to experience the Indiana State Fair workdays and set-up days, as well as work within the Country Market. Nationally, she has attended National Convention for seven years and was a participant in the Washington Leadership Conference.

Leah has been involved in many Career Development Events during her FFA Career. At the National Meats Evaluation and Technology CDE, her and the team earned a Gold Emblem Ranking. Individually, she received a Gold Emblem Ranking in the Food Science and Technology CDE. Leah has also represented Indiana FFA in the National Livestock Skill-a-thon Contest, where her team earned 5th Place Honors. Her Novice Parliamentary Procedure Team was also able to participate at the National Novice Invitational Contest. Throughout participation in crops evaluation Leah earned 2nd Place Team and 3rd Place Individual honors. Additionally, she participated in Livestock Evaluation as well as various Leadership Career Development Events.

Leah’s Supervised Agricultural Experience is Swine Entrepreneurship. The program focuses on raising and marketing high quality show pigs. Animals produced have earned local, state, and national recognition. The SAE allowed her to earn the District VIII Star Farmer Award in 2015 as well as a National Gold Emblem Ranking.

Leah is active in both her community and school. Her passion for agriculture was aided by involvement in 4-H. She has served as recreation officer in her local club and for Hancock County Junior Leaders.  Through 4-H, Leah has become very involved with the Foods, Swine, and Demonstration Projects. She has been awarded the 4-H Achievement Award and earned numerous other champion and reserve champion titles within the organization. Leah developed her premier leadership further as a member of the National Honor Society. She has a passion for serving others and enjoys serving her community. A reflection of Leah’s academic success and service was honored when she was selected as a Lilly Endowment Scholarship Finalist. 

After completion of her Academic Honors Diploma at Eastern Hancock in June of 2015, Leah began involvement in various organizations collegiately. These organizations include: Collegiate FFA, Collegiate Farm Bureau, Purdue Block and Bridle, and IAAE-Purdue. She has taken up leadership in IAAE-Purdue and served the organization as the Agricultural Council Representative. After graduation, Leah plans to utilize her Agriculture Education degree to teach middle and high school agriculture students and serve as a FFA Advisor in Indiana.
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FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.











