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Region 10 Works Council
Meeting Minutes
May 22, 2014
Prosser Career Education Center, New Albany
Minutes Submitted by: Andrew Takami
Minutes Submitted to: Region 10 Works Council
Members Present:  Paul Perkins (Chair), Kent Lanum, Dr. Andy Melin, Bob Owings, Dr. Monty Schneider, Andrew Takami, Alan Taylor, and Karen York.

I. Call to Order & Welcome
Paul Perkins, chair of the Region 10 Works Council, called the meeting to order – at 9:30 a.m. at the Prosser Career Education Center in New Albany.  Mr. Perkins welcomed Bob Owings as a new member of the Council.  He explained about the Council’s history and progress thus far.  There was a discussion about recommending other new members for the Council to the Governor to ensure a good cross-section of business is always represented at meetings and on the Council.
II. Roll Call & Meeting Minutes
Mr. Perkins began the meeting with a roll call.  He thanked everyone who was present for the meeting.  He then asked for the minutes from the last meeting to be reviewed and approved.  The Council approved the meeting minutes after the motion was made by Kent Lanum and seconded by Dr. Monty Schneider. 
III. Region 10 Works Council Grant
There was a lot of discussion surrounding the grant submission for Region 10 – which involves Christy Steller, CTE Counselor with GCCS.  Dr. Andy Melin discussed the next steps of Ms. Steller’s role, which includes creating a sub-committee surrounding the Work Ethics certification.  Dr. Melin shared how the Work Ethics certification – for seniors only – will be ready to move forward in Spring 2015.  All other grades will begin with the certification, starting in 2016.  Dr. Melin explained how the certification works, per the request of several Council members.  
The certification will be considered a “Career Readiness Grade.”  During the discussion, Bob Owings asked for educators in the room to let him know how to value a Work Ethics certification so he (and others in business and industry) will be more aware when making workforce decisions.  
Ultimately, as shared by Dr. Melin, the Work Ethics certificate will begin at 5th Grade at GCCS.
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Several Council members asked if the Governor could sign the Work Ethics certifications for the students, discussing the larger resulting impact.  All agreed.
Dr. Melin shared that while the costs associated with the Work Ethics certification is low, a dedicated staff person is needed.  Dr. Melin shared about all of the successes associated with the Work Ethics certification in his prior role.  Discussion continued on the Work Ethics certification with regards to how GCCS needs to share efforts with business and industry.
IV. CTE Grants – May 15th to CECI
Mr. Perkins reported to the Council that three grant submissions were made in Region 10:  (1.) Washington County, (2.) Scott County, and (3.) Prosser Career Education Center.  Some discussion ensued, which included a summery of the submissions.  Discussion continued, then, regarding how to promote the funding opportunities in Region 10 for the next grants cycle.
V. Region 10 Works Council Strategic Plan – General Discussion
There was a lot of discussion surrounding Project Lead The Way (PLTW).  It was discussed how PLTW is transforming K-12 education in Region 10.  Dr. Melin discussed this, as well as Mr. Owings and Dr. Schneider.  A discussion surrounding Clarksville’s new tech high school, Renaissance Academy, ensued; it is part of the general PLTW focus in Region 10.

VI. Next Steps & Meeting Dates
There was some discussion, led by Mr. Perkins, surrounding House Bill 1035, which is Regional Cities Initiative.  It was mentioned how this legislation could help workforce education and yield $100 million per year for the next 10 years in Indiana.  

VII. Adjournment
The next meeting of the Council was set for June 26, 2014.  It will occur at the Prosser Career Education Center from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  The May 22, 2014, meeting of the Council was adjourned at approximately 11:30 a.m.
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