


The Court of Appeals Said What?

OR: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Enjoy “Not for 
Publication” Opinions for What They Are!



Why Bother?

• Break from routine
• Expand your knowledge of the world outside of child support
• Even though not published, a given case may replicate real life
• Occasionally not published opinions are published



Indiana Appellate Rule 65(A)

• All Supreme Court opinions are published
• Court of Appeals opinion should be published if the case:

• Establishes, modifies or clarifies a rule of law;
• Criticizes existing law; or
• Involves a legal or factual issue of unique interest or substantial public 

importance



Indiana Appellate Rule 65 (A)

• Other Court of Appeals cases decided by not-for-publication 
memorandum decision

• A judge who dissents may designate the dissent for publication if one 
of the criteria for publication is met



Prior to 2006…..

• Court of Appeals opinions designated as “not for publication” were 
not published.

• Not available in print or online
• Available from the Clerk of the Appellate Courts
• West published only a weekly disposition table

• What happened in 2006



It was a big job, but the policy was changed!





Options for Not for Publication Cases

• Motion to Publish within 30 days (Appellate Rule 65(B))
• Motion to Transfer
• No Precedential Value



Sample Question:  

Indiana’s Sesquicentennial

Was Celebrated:



Sample Question:  

Indiana’s Sesquicentennial

Was Celebrated:



Answers:

• A:  In the Sasquatch Canyon in Yellowwood State Forrest

• B:  In 1966

• C:  By an obscure non-denominational religious sect centered in 
Corydon, Indiana



Question:

• Answer A

• Answer B

• Answer C
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