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November 3, 2010  
 
Mr. Tim Monaghan, Director 
Jennings County E.M.A. 
925 South State Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 
 
 
Subject: US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project 
 Designation # 0401402 
 Early Coordination Initiation 
 City of North Vernon, Jennings County, Indiana 
 
Dear Mr. Monaghan: 
 
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) intends to proceed with the above project in Jennings 
County, Indiana.  This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process. 
We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects 
associated with this project. Please use the above designation number and description in your reply. 
We will incorporate your comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. The project 
limits are located approximately one quarter mile west of South CR 610 W at the west end of the project 
and one quarter mile east of N. Base Road on the east end of the project, a distance of approximately 7 
miles (See Figure 1).   
 

Since the February 2008 publication of the US 50 North Vernon Corridor Planning and 
Environmental Assessment Study the scope of the project has been scaled back to providing a connection 
between US 50 near CR 610 W and SR 3 north of its split with SR 7. This reduction is an effort to focus 
improvements in the areas in which they are most needed at this time.  The objective of this element of 
the overall program is to improve traffic operation in and around North Vernon and increase accessibility 
to existing and potential growth areas. This project will provide the opportunity to complete the eastern 
section of the bypass back to US 50 in the future. 
 
A separate project being developed concurrently with the US 50 North Vernon Bypass project will 
address notable operational problems along the existing US 50 from US 31 to County Road 15 N on the 
west side of North Vernon. These needs will be provided for through a variety of localized improvements 
such as auxiliary lanes, intersection passing blisters, and improved signage at select locations along US 
50. While the limits of that project partially overlap this one, it addresses different needs and is being 
developed independently under a separate designation number (Des No. 1005104).  Separate letters 
requesting your agency’s input on those spot improvements will be sent, and comments on that project 
should be provided under its designation number.  
 
Project Description 
Through most of Jennings County, US 50 is a two-lane undivided highway that is classified as a Rural 
Principal Arterial that runs east-west from the Jackson County line to the Ripley County line. Within the 
North Vernon Urban Area Boundary, US 50 is also a two-lane undivided highway and is classified as an 
Urban Principal Arterial.  
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Project Background 
The INDOT 2030 Long Range Transportation Plan lays out a strategy for the future of the state highway 
system. This extended planning period provides a long range vision of how the state jurisdictional 
highway system will develop in the future. Because US 50 is identified as a Statewide Mobility Corridor, 
there is a greater goal to be achieved in the improvement of US 50 (more than just addressing local traffic 
concerns). Statewide Mobility Corridors serve as the connection between urban areas of 25,000 persons 
or greater in Indiana and neighboring states, provide macro-level accessibility to cities and regions around 
the state, and play a vital role in economic development. These roadways carry long distance trips, 
heavier commercial vehicle flows and warrant high-type design standards, such as multiple travel lanes, 
railroad and highway grade separations, and bypasses of congested areas. 
 
The INDOT Major Moves highway plan identifies added travel lanes in Jennings County for the portion 
of US 50 from the west side of North Vernon’s urban area boundary to the east side of North Vernon’s 
urban area boundary in the fiscal year 2015 (Des. No. 0401402). INDOT also has previously programmed 
projects along the US 50 corridor within the Study Area, including the replacement of the US 50 Bridge 
over Indian Creek and intersection improvements in North Vernon on US 50 at Hayden Pike, Poplar 
Street and Norris Avenue, on SR 3 at North Madison Street, and on SR 7 at Franklin Street, Washington 
Street/O & M Avenue and Hayden Pike. 
 
Alternatives 
The US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project will evaluate both positive and negative impacts associated with 
the following alternatives: 
 

• “No-action” – For this alternative, the existing US 50 corridor would remain unchanged in its 
present condition (i.e., no upgrades/improvements, other than “committed” projects already in 
active development). 

 
• Build Alternatives – Adding a bypass northwest of the City of North Vernon connecting US 50 

to SR 3 (see Figure 2).  
 

Environmental Issues 
A combination of a review of existing resources and field investigations will evaluate the impacts of each 
alternative on the existing environment as well as identifying known environmental issues that may have 
an impact on the project.  Resources identified to date are shown in Figure 3.  An evaluation of 
environmental issues will include investigations of the following:  

• Land Use 
• Surface/Groundwater Resources 
• Wetlands 
• Threatened, Endangered, and Rare Species 
• Vegetation and Wildlife 
• Historic and Archaeological Resources 
• Public Parks and Recreational Areas 
• Farmland 
• Floodplains 
• Noise 
• Hazardous Materials 
• Air Quality 
• Residential/Business Displacements 
• Visual Impacts 
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As noted above, we are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible 
environmental effects associated with this project.  Should we not receive your response within thirty 
(30) calendar days from the date of this letter, it will be assumed that your agency feels that there will be 
no adverse effects incurred as a result of the proposed project. However, should you find that an extension 
to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you have any 
questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at (317) 616-1016. Thank you in advance 
for your input. 

 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact us at (317) 616-1008.  
Thank you for your time and cooperation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
PARSONS 

 
Steve Davidson, P.E. 
Project Manager 
 
 
 
Attachment(s) 
 
cc: Gary Pence, INDOT  
  Robert Dirks, FHWA 
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http://www.in.gov/idem/5283.htm
http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/orf/default.asp
http://www.lrl.usace.army.mil/orf/default.asp
http://www.in.gov/idem/4396.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4384.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4384.htm


http://www.in.gov/dnr/water/9451.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4902.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4917.htm#constreq
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T03270/A00150.PDF
http://www.in.gov/isda/soil/contacts/map.html
http://www.in.gov/idem/4900.htm


http://www.in.gov/idem/4148.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4145.htm
http://www.in.gov/isdh/regsvcs/radhealth/pdfs/radon_testers_mitigators_list.pdf


http://www.in.gov/isdh/regsvcs/radhealth/radon.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4145.htm
http://www.epa.gov/radon/index.html
http://www.in.gov/icpr/webfile/formsdiv/44593.pdf
http://www.in.gov/idem/4983.htm
http://www.in.gov/isdh/19131.htm
http://www.ai.org/legislative/iac/T03260/A00080.PDF
http://www.ai.org/legislative/iac/t03260/a00020.pdf
http://www.in.gov/idem/4223.htm


http://www.in.gov/idem/4998.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/4999.htm
http://www.in.gov/idem/5284.htm
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