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The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), in partnership with the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), has initiated the US 50-North Vernon Bypass Project to study 
determine the feasibility of transportation needs/improvements of the US 50 corridor in Jennings 
and a portion of Jackson County, Indiana. This document outlines the public involvement 
program, which is intended to foster communication between the project team, interested 
agencies, communities, groups, and individual residents. The goal of the program is to 
disseminate information about the project and to gather questions, concerns, and ideas from 
those potentially affected by it.  By bringing issues and concerns to the surface throughout the 
process, the project team can better shape alternatives to address community needs and avoid, 
minimize, or mitigate potential impacts of the project. 

This Public Involvement Plan (PIP) has been developed to ensure that affected parties are 
informed of the project, its potential effects, and given the opportunity to provide input.  The PIP 
conforms to Federal and State laws regarding activities to be conducted during the project and 
the guidelines set forth in INDOT’s Public Involvement Manual, most recently updated in March 
2009.  The sections below describe the methods and techniques to be utilized to ensure that 
project stakeholders are included appropriately in the Project Development Process. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW 
INDOT has identified capacity and safety deficiencies in and around the City of North Vernon 
and along the US 50 corridor from US 31 in Jackson County to Butlerville in Jennings County. 

The study area begins near the eastern corporate limits of Seymour in Jackson County and 
encompasses the City of North Vernon and the surrounding area in Jennings County. The study 
area, shown in Figure 1, has been defined broadly at this early stage to ensure that relevant 
social, economic, and environmental resources are identified and can be addressed in the 
evaluation of all reasonable alternatives. 

Parsons was retained by INDOT to complete the environmental and preliminary design 
processes in accordance with INDOT’s Project Development Process (PDP).  If a build 
alternative is advanced into final design and construction, this PIP will be updated to include 
appropriate public involvement activities for those stages. 

TEAM LEADERSHIP/DECISION MAKING STRUCTURE 
The project is being led by INDOT with support from Parsons and HNTB.  The following 
individuals are responsible for the project and its public involvement program: 

 INDOT Project Manager: Gary Pence, P.E., INDOT Central Office – Responsible for 
approval of all outreach materials and activities and representing INDOT’s interests in 
the process.   

 Consultant Project Manager: Steve Davidson, P.E., Parsons – Acts as liaison between 
the project team and INDOT. 

 Public Involvement: Dan Prevost, AICP, Parsons – Responsible for organizing outreach 
activities, development of outreach materials, and ensuring any follow-up activities are 
completed. 

Depending on the content and attendees at specific activities, any of the above may serve as 
the facilitator of project-related meetings with stakeholders. 
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PROJECT MESSAGING 
It is critical that the project present a clear and consistent message.  Key messages set the tone 
for a project and when used regularly foster an understanding and awareness of the project.  
The overall message that we want to communicate for this project is: 

The purpose of the project is to reduce traffic congestion, improve safety, 
facilitate access, ensure consistency with regional transportation plans, and 
enhance national security objectives. 

Where appropriate, this message will be included in project documents (reports, letters, 
announcements, etc.). 

With numerous projects underway in the region it is important to make clear which project is 
being discussed and who the project sponsor is.  To facilitate this, all project documents will 
reference: 

 The project name:  US 50-North Vernon Bypass Project;  
 The project sponsor:  Indiana Department of Transportation; and 

 The primary point of contact is:  Gary Pence, P.E. 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT GOALS 
The goals of the public involvement program are: 

 Inform stakeholders and the general public of the need for the project and project 
progress. 

 Establishing and maintaining an open and ongoing dialogue between INDOT and project 
stakeholders. 

 Reaching consensus on a preferred alternative that will move the project toward 
implementation. 

STAKEHOLDERS 
For a project to move forward to implementation, it is critical to appropriately involve all project 
stakeholders.  This includes people and businesses in the community that may be affected by 
the project, individuals and organizations that shape public opinion, and those whose support is 
needed for implementation.  Appendix A includes a list of representatives from government, 
interest groups, and the local community that have been identified to date.  It is intended to be 
dynamic, with new groups or individuals added as they are identified as stakeholders.  It is also 
important to note that not all stakeholders will be involved at every step in the process; prior to 
each outreach activity consideration will be given to the appropriate stakeholders to include. 

Parsons will develop and maintain a comprehensive project mailing list for use throughout the 
project.  Initially, the project mailing list will include agencies, organizations and individuals that 
the project team identifies as stakeholders in the project.  Throughout the project, as additional 
stakeholders are identified, the list will be updated.   

Mailing List 

As described in its Public Involvement Manual, “INDOT believes that an effective public 
involvement process should actively seek out and engage those individuals who may otherwise 
be under-served in transportation planning, programming, and [the] project development 

Inclusion of Under-Served Individuals and Communities 
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process.”  Federal law, including Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Federal Highway 
Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, gender, and age.  Further, Executive Order 12898, titled “Federal 
Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations,” 
obligate Federal actions (those receiving federal funding) to avoid or minimize and mitigate 
adverse impacts to low-income and minority populations and to assure that disproportionately 
high and adverse impacts on these populations are identified and addressed. 

In accordance with these regulations, INDOT policy requires that environmental justice (EJ) 
populations be identified and provided an opportunity for meaningful participation in the process.  
EJ populations will be identified through a review of US Census data available for the area and 
coordination with Jackson and Jennings County.  If any relevant populations are identified, a 
strategy for involving them in the project will be developed.  At a minimum, individuals and any 
organizations serving these populations will be added to the project mailing list and informed of 
relevant public involvement activities and project milestones. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAM ELEMENTS – PROJECT INITIATION 
The following activities are intended to make key stakeholders – including adjacent property 
owners and key agencies – aware of the project, notify them that project team will be gathering 
data in the project area, to initiate coordination, and identify issues early. 

INDOT’s Procedural Manual for Preparing Environmental Documents (2008 Version) requires 
that a letter be sent to individual property owners to notify them when INDOT personnel (or 
consultants acting on behalf of INDOT) will be present on their property to gather data that is 
needed for environmental or engineering analysis.  A notice of survey for this project was sent 
to all owners of property located within or adjacent to the study corridor on September 3, 2010. 

Notice of Survey 

A sample of the Notice of Survey and recipient list is included in Appendix B.  

To ensure appropriate consideration for social, economic, and environmental resources during 
the review process, to be conducted in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA), agencies with special expertise or jurisdiction by law will be included in the 
process.  This resource agency involvement begins early in the study to identify important 
issues related to the proposed action and continues throughout the study to ensure that projects 
balance the need for transportation improvements with protection of the physical and natural 
environment in which they are proposed.  An Early Coordination Packet will be submitted to 
various Federal, State, and local agencies and organizations, notifying them of the initiation of 
the project, providing a description of the proposed improvements, and inviting them to provide 
input to the study. 

Early Coordination Letter 

Follow-up coordination will be conducted with agencies and organizations based on responses 
received from this initial effort and the findings of the environmental studies. 

PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAM ELEMENTS – CONTINUING ACTIVITIES  
It is important to keep interested stakeholders up-to-date on project activities, decisions, and 
milestones.  The activities below are not associated with any single step in the project process.  
Rather they will be utilized throughout the project, whenever the project team feels appropriate. 
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The INDOT website (http://www.in.gov/indot/div/projects/us50/northvernon/) will serve as a 
project repository and supplemental location for project-related announcements (e.g., public 
meeting notices).  All project deliverables (e.g., EA, FONSI etc.) will be provided to INDOT in a 
web-friendly format for publication on their website. 

Project Website 

Local media outlets will be added to the project mailing list for notification of appropriate project 
activities and milestones.  INDOT will be responsible for responding to any media inquiries; the 
project team will provide support for that response as requested. INDOT will also handle all 
media requests and contact. Specific media outlets include: 

News Releases 

 North Vernon Plain Dealer & Sun (Daily Newspaper) 

 WLKY 32 (CBS) – Located in Louisville 

 WHAS 11 (ABC) – Located in Louisville 

 WDRB 41 (FOX) – Located in Louisville 

 WAVE 3 (NBC) – Located in Louisville 

 

The CAC provides a method to effectively distribute project information to the public. INDOT will 
re-establish the CAC and review its membership to determine if the same members should be 
carried forward into the design phase.   

Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 

PUBLIC OUTREACH PROGRAM ELEMENTS – PUBLIC MEETINGS 
A series of public meetings will be used over the course of the project to gather input from the 
full range of project stakeholders.  Typically on projects of this type and magnitude, the open 
house format is most effective, as it provides the public flexibility on time and provides for one-
on-one discussion between stakeholders and the project team.  It is currently anticipated that 
two public meetings will be held during the environmental/preliminary engineering phase of the 
project. 

Public meetings will be advertised on the project’s website and in local media outlets and 
notices will be sent to all members of the project mailing list.  As described above, effort will be 
made to encourage the participation of any identified EJ populations.  As appropriate, meeting 
notices will be placed in neighborhood and/or non-English publications, foreign language 
materials and translators will be provided, and, to the extent possible, meeting locations will be 
transit accessible.   

To ensure compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), all public meetings will be 
held in places that are accessible to individuals in wheelchairs and meeting notices will include 
a contact person for requests for accommodation for hearing or sight-impaired individuals (e.g., 
sign language interpreter, telecommunications device for the deaf, etc.).   

Once a preferred alternative has been identified and a draft Categorical Exclusion document 
prepared, the project team will host another public open house, similar in format to the Scoping 
Meeting described above.  The purpose of this meeting will be to gather input on the preferred 
alternative and ensure that the impact assessment is comprehensive. 

Preferred Alternative Meeting 
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As directed by INDOT, it may be appropriate for the project team to host smaller meetings with 
targeted groups of stakeholders.  It is also possible that members of the project team would be 
invited to attend a regular meeting of a neighborhood or interest group to make a presentation 
or answer questions about the project.  The content, format, and attendance of all such 
meetings will be determined in consultation with INDOT.   

Small Group Meetings 

The public hearing will be conducted in the manner required by INDOT.  The meeting will 
include a formal presentation of the EA information.  Following the presentation, citizens will be 
allowed to formally state their comments regarding the project one at a time.  Citizens will also 
have opportunities to submit written and audiotape comments.  

Public Hearing 

The project team will prepare responses to all comments that were presented at the Public 
Hearing or submitted during the EA comment period.  These comments and corresponding 
responses will be documented in the Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). 

SECTION 106 CONSULTING PARTY COORDINATION 
The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires that federal agencies take into account 
the impact of federal undertakings upon historic properties, including buildings, structures, sites, 
objects, and/or districts.  Following completion of a survey of historic architectural and 
archaeological properties in the area, the project team will distribute the results of that survey to 
the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology (DHPA) of the Indiana Department of 
National Resources (IDNR).  DHPA serves as the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for 
the State of Indiana.  The survey results will also be distributed along with an invitation to 
participate in the process to potential Consulting Parties.  Both SHPO and Consulting Parties 
will have 30 days to review and comment on the survey results. 

SHPO and Consulting Parties will again be consulted when the project team issues a finding 
regarding the potential impact of the project on historic resources.  Again, parties will have 30 
days to review the findings.  It is anticipated that this project will result in either a “No Historic 
Properties Affected” or a “Finding of No Adverse Effect.”  In either case, this will conclude 
coordination under the Section 106 process. 

NOISE STUDY INFORMATION MEETING 
While significant noise impacts are not anticipated to result from the project, if impacts are 
identified outreach will be conducted in accordance with the INDOT Traffic Noise Policy.  
Property owners in areas where noise barriers are being considered will be contacted and given 
an opportunity to provide input on their desire to have a barrier. Formal hearings and/or 
information meetings will also be conducted to discuss the results of noise studies and solicit 
input from the public on barriers that are likely to be included in the final design. 

 

Appendix A – Draft List of Stakeholders 

Appendices 

Appendix B – Sample Notice of Survey and Recipient List  
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APPENDIX A 
DRAFT LIST OF STAKEHOLDERS 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – Bloomington Field Office 

Federal Agencies 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

National Park Service – Midwest Regional Office 

Federal Highway Administration – Indiana Division 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development – Chicago Regional Office 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Louisville District 

U.S. Coast Guard – Eighth District 

 

Indiana Geological Survey 

State Agencies/Organizations 

Indiana Department of Transportation – Aviation Section 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources – Division of Fish and Wildlife 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources – Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 

Indiana Department of Environmental Management 

Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana 

 

Jennings County Drainage Board 

Local Agencies/Organizations 

Jennings County Soil and Water Conservation District 

Area Plan Commission of Jennings County 

City of North Vernon 

Jennings County Parks Department 

North Vernon Parks and Recreation Department 

Jennings County Historian 
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APPENDIX B 

 
 



  
US 50-North Vernon Bypass Project  Public Involvement Plan 

 B-2 8/3/2011 

 

 
  



  
US 50-North Vernon Bypass Project  Public Involvement Plan 

 B-2 8/3/2011 

Notice of Survey Recipient List 

 

Property Owner Property Address 1 City State Zip Code 
Bill & Janos Bingham 1505 West US Highway 50 North Vernon IN 47265 
Dennis G. & Judith L. Kipper 1725 North County RD 250 West North Vernon IN 47265 
Donald O. & Lorene Otting 9721 N CR 760 E Seymor IN 47274 
Eugene & Elizabeth A. Ebbing 4630 West Base Road North Vernon IN 47265 
Eugene & Elizabeth Ebbing 4630 West Base Road North Vernon IN 47265 
Eugene & Elizabeth Ebbing 4630 West Base Road North Vernon IN 47265 
Eugene & Elizabeth Ebbing 6090 West US Highway 50 North Vernon IN 47265 
James & Maxine Brunner 4285 West Base Road North Vernon IN 47265 
Karen J Stalker & Sue A. Kelley 2495 North State Highway 7 North Vernon IN 47265 
Lewis & Vonna Haines 5090 West Base Road North Vernon IN 47265 
Michael L. McGrew 1910 North County RD 250 West North Vernon IN 47265 
Stewart E. Funke 3075 West County RD 150 North North Vernon IN 47265 

Lawrence & Mary Abell 
7080 North County Road 400 
West Scipio IN 47273 

Laurent D Bass Living Trust  2805 N STATE HWY 3  North Vernon IN 47265 
Robert J Jr & Carole Ringer 2855 N STATE HWY 3 North Vernon IN 47265 
Richard L & Katherine M Morin 1785 W CR 300 N North Vernon IN 47265 
Jerry and Judy D and Lewis, 2645 N PRIVATE RD 175 W North Vernon IN 47265 
 
Charles Couchman 

 

2655 North State HWY 7 North Vernon IN 47265 
William A & Linda B Harmon 395 Hayden Pike North Vernon IN 47265 
Karen A Black & Dawn L White 3265 West County RD 150 North North Vernon IN 47265 
Lewis & Vonna Haines 5090 W BASE RD North Vernon IN 47265 
Candice C McKing 130 N CR 400 W North Vernon IN 47265 
Judith D & Richard L McQuade 8770 N State Highway 3 North Vernon IN 47265 
Jeffrey Lee W Kuntz 2575 W CR 150 N North Vernon IN 47265 
Daniel and Evelyn Morris 1745 W CR 300 N North Vernon IN 47265 
Roy and Deborah Arnold 1840 W CR 300 N North Vernon IN 47265 
Terry L and Darlene Cundiff PO Box 162  North Vernon IN 47265 
Josh and Rebecca Gatewood 2685 West CR 150 N North Vernon IN 47265 
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  
Meeting Minutes 

 
Subject: Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting No: 1 

Date/Time: December 13, 2010 / 2 pm 

Location: Elsner Hall at the North Vernon Education & Training Center 
  1200 West O and M Ave., North Vernon, IN 47265 

Attendees:    
Gary Pence    INDOT      gpence@indot.in.gov   317-232-5198 
Kathy Eaton-McKalip INDOT      kaeaton-mckalip@indot.in.gov 812-524-3702 
James Ude    INDOT      jude@indot.IN.gov    812-524-3729 
Toby Randolph   Parsons     tobias.randolph@parsons.com 317-616-1016 
Steve Davidson   Parsons     steve.davidson@parsons.com 317-616-1008 
Dan Prevost   Parsons     daniel.prevost@parsons.com 513-552-7013 
Soup Campbell   Mayor, North Vernon  mayor@northvernon-in.gov 
Ed Maschino   Jennings County Council 
Randall Marshall  North Vernon Police  rmarshall@nvpd.org 
Rodney Ochs   Lowes      rodney.e.ochs@lowes.com 
Mike Magner   FPBH      mmagner@fpbhonline.com 
Larry Fagersten   Camp Atterbury/MUTC  larry.fagersten@us.army.mil 
Patrick E. York   North Vernon City Council pandcyork@cinergymetro.net 
Howard Malcomb  Jennings County Council hbmalcomb@cinergymetro.net 
Kathy Ertel    Jennings County EDC  kertel@jenningsedc.com 
Jerry A. Lamb   Jennings County Council jerryalamb@yahoo.com 
Cheryl B. Trisler  Jennings County APC   
Tony Eder    North Vernon City Council ccuncher279@yahoo.com 
Dan Wright    FPBH      dwright@fpbhonline.com 
  
 
 
 
Introduction 
Attendees were asked to sign in and were provided with copies of the presentation.  A copy of the sign-in 
sheet is provided in Attachment 1. 
 
Gary Pence welcomed the group and initiated introductions.  During introductions, the general consensus 
was that the members favored a full bypass of North Vernon.  
 
Project Team Presentation 
Gary discussed the function of the Community Advisory Committee: to provide honest input to the project 
team reflecting the opinions and concerns of each member’s constituency and to take the information 
provided back to that constituency.  The group is, however, advisory and is not a decision-making body. 
 
Gary provided a brief history of the project and then introduced Dan Prevost who provided the rest of the 
presentation (See Attachment 2). 
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Key points in the presentation include: 
• The project has been divided into two primary elements: 

o Spot improvements to existing US 50 between US 31 and downtown North Vernon, and 
o A new roadway connecting US 50 near CR ### to SR 3, north of downtown. 

• The purpose and need, originally developed for the full bypass, still justifies the project’s current 
limits. 

• INDOT plans to acquire right-of-way for a four lane road, only a two lane road is planned at this 
time. 

• Over 150 people attended a public meeting was held September 30, 2010; primary concerns were 
right-of-way impacts, local road connections, and the removal of the eastern portion of the bypass. 

• The design team has developed additional options for each segment (southern, middle, and 
northern) of the new roadway. 

• The impacts of the new roadway will be documented in an Environmental Assessment document to 
be published this spring, followed by a public hearing. 

  
Discussion 
CAC members raised a number of questions and comments during the presentation; a summary is provided 
below. 

• Southern Alternatives 
o No specific comments received.  General comment from members agreed Alt. S1 is the 

better alternative. 
• Middle Section Alternatives 

o One comment received in favor of Alt. M1.  This alternative appears to displace fewer 
residents. 

o There was also a discussion on what will happen to the county roads that cross the bypass 
(CR 150 N/W. O&M Ave. and CR 200N).  The consensus was that these would be 
overpasses.  In order to keep connectivity, cul-de-sacs were discouraged.  It was also noted 
that CR 150 N/W. O&M Ave. has more traffic using it. 

• Northern Alternatives 
o Gary Pence (INDOT) requested the CAC to develop a map showing the proposed economic 

development in this area and determine which alternative works best with that 
development. 

o Kathy Ertel prefers Alt. N1 from a development perspective.  The goal should be to align 
with CR 350 N somehow. 

o Patrick York prefers Alt. N1. 
o Michael Magner prefers Alt. N1 because it appears to affect fewer parcels. 
o Tony E. prefers Alt. N1 based on the economic development proposed east of SR 3 near CR 

350 N.   
o Mayor Campbell prefers Alt. N1 because it appears to be in agreement with the City’s 

comprehensive plan. 
o There was no support for Alt. N4.  Therefore, Gary indicated that it would likely be removed 

from further evaluation. 
o Airport expansion 

 County Council has additional information available. 
 Betsey Cull Drive may be closed.  It belongs to the airport and could be used to 

provide alternate access to the airport.  This will cut off 5th St./N. CR 20 W. 
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• General Comments 
o There is currently not a provision within this project for improvements to SR 3 and SR 7 

from the proposed bypass location to downtown.  The committee notes concern about this.  
Kathy Eaton-McKalip, INDOT Seymour District, is aware of these concerns and is currently 
looking into the issue.  Gary Pence noted that this is a district issue and not part of the 
current project. 

o Existing US 50 will remain as named at the conclusion of this project.  If the full bypass is 
constructed, the existing US 50 could be relinquished to the City or County and the bypass 
would become the new US 50.   

o Utility Concerns.  It was noted that there is a major water line south of CR 350 and there is a 
high pressure gas line on the west side of SR 3 running parallel. 

o A concern was discussed about how the full bypass would handle the movement of 
construction equipment from O’Mara’s which located northeast of the Lowe’s distribution 
center. 

o A concern was discussed about the Wal-Mart Supercenter proposed at a location just south 
of the Lowe’s distribution center.  Another reason for the elimination for Alt. N4. 

 
Contact Information 
 

• Steve Davidson, PE 
Project Manager, Parsons 
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 
Phone:  (317) 616-1008 
 

• Gary Pence, PE 
INDOT Project Manager 

 100 N Senate Avenue, RM N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2216 
Phone: (317) 232-5198 
 
 

 
 

 
 

These minutes are in the writer's best interpretation of discussions held during the meeting.  Please 
inform the writer within three (3) business days of any noteworthy omissions or errors as these will 
become part of the project record. 

 
Minutes prepared by:  Toby Randolph 12-29-10 
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Welcome
US 50 North Vernon Bypass 

Community Advisory Committee 
• Purpose and Make-up of the CAC

• Rules of the Room—we want your opinion

• Role of the committee: “Advise”

• Opportunity for CAC input

• Future meetings

December 13, 2010



Meeting Outline
• Introductions & Function of CAC

• Project History

• Purpose and Need

• Current project: 2 components

• September 2010 Public meeting

• New alternative development

• Project schedule

• Environmental process

• Conclusion/discussion



Project History
• March 2002: Updates to US 50 are included in 

INDOT’s Long Range Plan

• Early 2007: INDOT developed a Purpose and 
Need and alternatives for US 50

• May 2008: INDOT published the Preliminary 
Alternatives Screening Report

• June 2010: INDOT selected Parsons to advance 
the US 50 project

• September 2010: INDOT held a public kick-off 
meeting to re-introduce the US 50 project



Purpose and Need
Need 1:  Congestion
There are high levels of congestion through downtown North Vernon

Existing Levels of Service Year 2030 Levels of Service



Purpose and Need, continued
Need 2: Safety
There is a high crash frequency on US 50 through North Vernon.  



Purpose and Need, continued
Need 3: Growth and Development
An improved transportation network is required to meet the accessibility demands of new 

employment and residential and economic development



Purpose and Need, continued
Need 4: Planning
Improvements of US 50 are necessary to maintain consistency with statewide and regional 

transportation plans



Two Components 

1. Spot improvements to existing US 50 
between US 31 and North Vernon

2. New partial bypass of North Vernon
– New connection from US 50 west of North 

Vernon to SR 3 north of town

– Allows for future completion of a bypass back to 
US 50 on the east side of North Vernon

Change in scope since 2008 Alternatives Screening 
Report



Spot Improvements



New Roadway Alternatives from ‘08 Study



Typical Section
• Approximately 300 feet of Right-of-Way will 

be acquired for a 4-lane, divided highway

• Only a two lane roadway will be built as part 
of this project 



Public Meeting Sept. 30, 2010
• Open house format

• 167 people signed the attendance sheets

• Comments received dealt with:
– Concerns about private property

– Support of full bypass of North Vernon

– Maintenance of access to/from existing roads

– Concerns about increased congestion from bypass



Progress since public meeting
• Field surveys conducted this fall

• New alternative developments
– New southern section alternatives

– New middle section alternatives

– New northern section alternatives

• Additional environmental and archaeological 
work will be required in the spring



New Alignment Overview



New Southern Alternatives



New Middle Section Alternatives



New Northern Alternatives



Design considerations
• Limited access roadway

• Bridge over RR
– 10 trains per day

• Multiple connection options at SR 3

• Decision to provide access to property based 
on a cost benefit study

• Treatment of county road crossings

• Utilities—any concerns?

• Environmental features—any concerns?



Updated Project Schedule
• Spot improvements

– Environmental Document

– Ready for letting

– Construction

• Bypass
– Environmental Document

– Right-of-Way

– Letting

– Construction



Environmental Process
• Publish the EA
• Public meeting and public comment period
• FHWA issues FONSI
• Permits

– 401/404
– Construction in Floodway
– Rule 5
– FAA permit

• Mitigation
– Opportunities to coordinate mitigation with 

Muscatatuck NWR



Conclusion
• Ways to contact the project team

• Thank you for attending

• Questions?
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  
Meeting Minutes 

 
Subject: Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting No: 2 

Date/Time: February 27, 2011 / 10:00 am 

Location: Elsner Hall at the North Vernon Education & Training Center 
  1200 West O and M Ave., North Vernon, IN 47265 

Attendees:    
Gary Pence    INDOT      gpence@indot.in.gov   317-232-5198 
Kathy Eaton-McKalip INDOT      kaeaton-mckalip@indot.in.gov 812-524-3702 
Greg Kicinski   INDOT      gkicinski@indot.in.gov   317-234-1534 
Eryn Fletcher   FHWA      eryn.fletcher@dot.gov          317-226-7489 
Steve Davidson   Parsons     steve.davidson@parsons.com 317-616-1008 
Dan Prevost   Parsons     daniel.prevost@parsons.com 513-552-7013 
Ed Maschino   Jennings County Council 
Jim Lamb    Jennings County Council  
Michael Bushong  Jennings County Schools mbushong@jcsc.org   812-346-4483 
Soup Campbell   Mayor, North Vernon  mayor@northvernon-in.gov 812-346-3789 
Patrick E. York   North Vernon City Council pandcyork@cinergymetro.net 
Matthew Hurley  North Vernon City Council  
James Webster   North Vernon Police  jwebster@nvpd.org    812-346-2345 
Craig Kipper   North Vernon Police  ckipper@nvpd.org  
Larry Fagersten   Camp Atterbury/MUTC  larry.fagersten@us.army.mil 812-526-1499 
Susan Knowles   USFWS NWR    susan_knowles@fws.gov   
Jandro Galvan   USFWS NWR    Alejandro_Galvan@fws.gov   
Rodney Ochs   Lowe’s      rodney.e.ochs@lowes.com  812-346-9400 
Mike Magner   FPBH      mmagner@fpbhonline.com  812-346-2045 
Kathy Ertel    Jennings County EDC  kertel@jenningsedc.com  812-346-2388 
Jerry St. John   Jennings Co. Soil & Water District       812-346-4824 
Jim Reeves    Jennings County Highway 
 
 
Introduction 
Attendees were asked to sign in and were provided with copies of the presentation.  A copy of the sign-in 
sheet is provided in Attachment 1. 
 
Gary Pence welcomed the group and initiated introductions.   
 
Project Team Presentation 
Gary Pence discussed the function of the Community Advisory Committee: to provide honest input to the 
project team reflecting the opinions and concerns of each member’s constituency and to take the 
information provided back to that constituency.  The group is, however, advisory and is not a decision-
making body. 
 
Dan Prevost gave the presentation (See Attachment 2). 
 

US 50 North Vernon Project 
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Key points in the presentation include: 
• Spot Improvements 

o Indian Creek bridge may be rehabilitated, rather than replaced. 
• Outreach Efforts 

o The team has met with several property owners, resulting in creation of additional 
alternatives. 

o The team met with resource agencies on January 28, 2011 to discuss impacts and 
mitigation. 

• Alternatives 
o Corridor was divided into three segments – Southern, Middle, and Northern. 
o Alternative alignments and impacts of each were discussed. 
o Alternatives recommended to be studied in the Environmental Assessment identified: 

 Southern Segment: S1 and S2 
 Middle Segment: M1 and M2 
 Northern Segment: N3 and N6 

• Access Points 
o New roadway will be limited access facility. 
o Access points will be provided, at a minimum at the southern terminus, SR 7, and SR 3. 
o Other potential access locations are at O&M Avenue and CR 200 N (could be an overpass or 

at-grade intersection). 
o No access to be provided at CR 300 N (street will terminate on either side of new roadway). 

• Project Schedule 
  
Discussion 
 

• Alternative S1 
o Too much roadway. 
o Concerns about the signal at US 50 due to horizontal and vertical curves. 
o Like the northern section of this alternative. 

• Alternative S2 
o Sixmile Creek floods at Base Road (approximately 2 miles west of railroad) several times 

each year.  If the Base Road bridge over the CSX is removed, residences east of the creek on 
Base Road and CR 400 W would be cut-off. 

o Consideration to be given to constructing a new bridge over US 50 and CSX RR near CR 450 
W to provide access east of the creek. 

o The Base Road bridge has a 5 ton weight limit. 
• Middle Segment 

o Concerns about potentially land-locked parcels. 
• Alternative N4 

o Needs to look at railroad crossing north of CR 300 N. 
• Alternative N6 

o Keep the new roadway as close to CR 350 as possible. 
• Northern Alternatives – General 

o Concerns about through traffic on CR 300 N and the road being closed. 
• General 

o Signal warrants need to be checked at each intersection. 
o Emergency Services concerns regarding access to the new facilities (accident response). 
o Community would prefer an overpass at O&M Avenue. 

 
• CAC members again confirmed that they favor a full bypass of North Vernon. 
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Contact Information 
 

• Steve Davidson, PE 
Project Manager, Parsons 
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 
Phone:  (317) 616-1008 
 

• Gary Pence, PE 
INDOT Project Manager 

 100 N Senate Avenue, RM N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2216 
Phone: (317) 232-5198 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Minutes prepared by:  Dan Prevost, 5/4/2011 
         



Project OverviewFebruary 17, 2011



Welcome
US 50 North Vernon Bypass 

Community Advisory Committee 
• Reminder of Purpose

• Rules of the Room—we want your opinion

• Role of the committee: “Advise”

• Opportunity for CAC input

February 17, 2011



Spot Improvements



Spot Improvement Update
• Indian Creek bridge may be rehabilitated, 

rather than replaced

• Continue to review details of spot 
improvements



Outreach Efforts
• Meetings with property owners since last CAC 

meeting

• Resulted in new alternatives

• Jan. 28, 2011 meeting with resource agencies 
to discuss impacts and mitigation



Alternatives Considered



Southern Alternative Overview



Southern Alternative 1 (S1)

Alternative S1 Impacts
4 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0.01 acre wetland
2,382 linear feet stream



Southern Alternative 2 (S2)

Alternative S2 Impacts
10 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.05 acre wetland
633 linear feet stream



Southern Alternative 3 (S3)

Alternative S3 Impacts
2 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0 acres wetland
2,031 linear feet stream



Southern Alternative 4 (S4)

Alternative S4 Impacts
3 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0 acres wetland
2,333 linear feet stream



Middle Alternative Overview



Middle Alternative 1 (M1)

Alternative M1 Impacts
8 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0 acres wetland
354 linear feet stream



Middle Alternative 2 (M2)

Alternative M2 Impacts
2 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0 acres wetland
106 linear feet stream



Northern Alternative Overview



Northern Alternative 1 (N1)

Alternative N1 Impacts
7 residential relocations
1 business relocation
6.88 acres wetland
1,988 linear feet stream



Alternative N2 Impacts
2 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.26 acre wetland
1,997 linear feet stream

Northern Alternative 2 (N2)



Alternative N3 Impacts
15 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.69 acre wetland
2,034 linear feet stream

Northern Alternative 3 (N3)



Alternative N4 Impacts
8 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0 acres wetland
1,715 linear feet stream

Northern Alternative 4 (N4)



Alternative N5 Impacts
18 residential relocations
1 business relocation
5.84 acres wetland
1,933 linear feet stream

Northern Alternative 5 (N5)



Alternative N6 Impacts
14 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.09 acre wetland
1,935 linear feet stream

Northern Alternative 6 (N6)



Alternatives to be Studied in the EA

Impact Ranges
20 to 33 residential 

relocations

0 to 1 business relocation

0.10 to 0.74 acres wetland 

2,674 to 4,770 linear feet 
stream



Eastern Considerations

Selmier
State 
Forest

St. Anne’s 
Golf Course



Access Points



Updated Project Schedule
• Public meeting (April 2011)

• Publish the EA (summer 2011)

• Public meeting and public comment period 
(summer 2011)

• FHWA issues FONSI (late summer/fall 2011)

• Permits: all in-hand prior to letting in spring 2012
– 401/404

– Construction in Floodway

– Rule 5

– FAA notification



Conclusion
• Ways to contact the project team

• Thank you for attending

• Questions?



 

 

US 50 North Vernon CAC Meeting 
 

February 17, 2011 
 
 
Please Correct Any Errors and Add Any Missing Information   

NAME 
Check if present 

ORGANIZATION 
(if relevant) 

STREET ADDRESS 
(City, State, and Zip Code) E-MAIL & Phone No. 

    Michelle Allen FHWA 575 N Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

michelle.allen@dot.gov 
317-226-7344 

    Jeff Barger County Commissioner 1425 W CR 850 S 
Commisky, IN  47227  

    Mike Brown Jennings County Council PO Box 732 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Michael Bushong Jennings County School 
Corporation 

34 Main Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

mbushong@jcsc.org 
812-346-4483 

    Harold Campbell Mayor, North Vernon 275 Main Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

mayor@northvernon-in.gov 
812-346-3789 

    Ryan Curry North Vernon Municipal 
Airport 

645 E CR 450 N 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Steve Davidson Parsons 101 W Ohio Street, Ste 2121 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

steve.davidson@parsons.com 
317-616-1008 

    Jeff Day County Commission 3355 S SR 7 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Kathy Eaton-McKalip INDOT Seymour District 185 Agrico Lane 
Seymour, IN  47274 

keaton-mckalip@indot.in.gov 
 

    Tony Eder North Vernon City Council 712 Clay Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

cruncher279@yahoo.com 
 

    Kathy Ertel Jennings County Economic 
Development 

1865 W US 50 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

kertel@jenningsedc.com 
812-346-2388 
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Please Correct Any Errors and Add Any Missing Information 

NAME ORGANIZATION 
(if relevant) 

STREET ADDRESS 
(City, State, and Zip Code) E-MAIL & Phone No. 

    Larry Fagersten Camp Atterbury/MUTC PO Box 5000, Bldg 4A 
Edinburgh, IN  46142 

larry.fagerston@us.army.mil 
 

    Louis Feagans INDOT Central Office 100 N Senate Ave, Room N642 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

lfeagans@indot.in.gov 
317-232-5332 

    Eryn Fletcher FHWA 575 N Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

eryn.fletcher@dot.gov 
317-226-7489 

    Jandro Galvan US Fish and Wildlife, 
Muscatatuck NWR 

12985 E US 50  
Seymour, IN  47274 alejandro_galvan@fws.gov 

    Tim Grady Lowe’s 1301 W JFK 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

timothy.l.grady@lowes.com 
812-346-9400 

    Steve Hoppock Jennings County Sheriff 925 S State Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

 
812-346-8642 

    Ray Hughes Jennings County Council 3635 W CR 400 S 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Matthew Hurley North Vernon City Council 37 Dallas Drive 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Michael Kelley Jennings County Council 5825 N CR 575 W 
Scipio, IN  47273  

    Greg Kicinski INDOT Central Office 100 N Senate Ave, Room N642 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

gkicinski@indot.in.gov 
317-234-1534 

    Craig Kipper North Vernon Police 101 Madison Ave 
North Vernon, IN  47265 ckipper@nvpd.org 

mailto:larry.fagerston@us.army.mil�
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Please Correct Any Errors and Add Any Missing Information 

NAME ORGANIZATION 
(if relevant) 

STREET ADDRESS 
(City, State, and Zip Code) E-MAIL & Phone No. 

    Susan Knowles US Fish and Wildlife, 
Muscatatuck NWR 

12985 E US 50  
Seymour, IN  47274 susan_knowles@fws.gov 

    Dan Kuester Woolpert 7635 Interactive Way, Ste 100 
Indianapolis, IN  46278  

    Jerry Lamb Jennings County Council 611 N State Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

jerryalamb@yahoo.com 
 

    Jim Lamb Jennings County Council 950 N CR 25 E 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Dale Lyles MUTC PO Box 77, Bldg 16 
Butlerville, IN  47223 

 
812-458-8780 ext 1298 

    Michael Magner FPBH PO Box 47 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

mmagner@fpbhonline.com 
812-346-2045 

    Howard Malcomb Jennings County Council 64 Dallas Drive 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

hbmalcomb@cinergymetro.net 
812-346-4343 

    Randall Marshall North Vernon Police 101 N Madison Avenue 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

rmarshall@nvpd.org 
 

    Ed Maschino Jennings County Council 6645 W CR 20 S 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Rick McGill North Vernon Fire 
Department 

PO Box 807 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

 
812-346-6480 

    Rodney Ochs Lowe’s 1301 W JFK Drive 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

rodney.e.ochs@lowes.com 
812-346-9414 

mailto:Susan_knowles@fws.gov�
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mailto:rmarshall@nvpd.org�
mailto:rodney.e.ochs@lowes.com�


 

 

US 50 North Vernon CAC Meeting 
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Please Correct Any Errors and Add Any Missing Information 

NAME ORGANIZATION 
(if relevant) 

STREET ADDRESS 
(City, State, and Zip Code) E-MAIL & Phone No. 

    Gary Pence INDOT Central Office 100 N Senate Ave, Room N642 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

gpence@indot.in.gov 
317-232-5198 

    Brad Ponsler Indiana Farm Bureau 3765 N CR 295 W 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Dan Prevost Parsons 101 W Ohio Street, Ste 2121 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

daniel.prevost@parsons.com 
317-616-1017 

    Toby Randolph Parsons 101 W Ohio Street, Ste 2121 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 

tobias.randolph@parsons.com 
317-616-1016 

    Connie Rayburn North Vernon City Council 129 W Long Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Jim Reeves Jennings County Highway   

    Jerry St John St John Trucking 3625 W US Highway 50 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

 
812-346-4824 

    Richard Schneider Jennings County Board of 
Commissioners 

PO Box 383 
Vernon, IN  47282 

 
812-352-3016 

    Dave Shaw North Vernon City Council 214 S Jennings Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265  

    Cheryl Trisler Jennings County Area 
Planning 

PO Box 400 
Vernon, IN  47282 

 
812-352-3005 

    Jim Ude INDOT Seymour District 185 Agrico Lane 
Seymour, IN  47274  

mailto:gpence@indot.in.gov�
mailto:daniel.prevost@parsons.com�
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Please Correct Any Errors and Add Any Missing Information 

NAME ORGANIZATION 
(if relevant) 

STREET ADDRESS 
(City, State, and Zip Code) E-MAIL & Phone No. 

    Marc Webber Muscatatuck NWR 12985 E US 50 
Seymour, IN  47274 

 
812-522-4352 

    James Webster North Vernon Police 101 Madison Avenue 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

jwebster@nvpd.org 
812-346-2345 

    Dan Wright FPBH PO Box 47 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

dwright@fpbhonline.com 
812-346-2339 

    Patrick York North Vernon City Council 129 Long Street 
North Vernon, IN  47265 

pandcyork@cinergymetro.net 
812-592-1182 
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CAC 3 
 

April 28, 2011 
 

 
 

Meeting minutes 
Presentation slides 

Sign-in sheets 



 
 

 
 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  
Meeting Minutes 

 
Subject: Community Advisory Committee 

Meeting No: 3 

Date/Time: April 28, 2011 / 1:30 pm 

Location: Elsner Hall at the North Vernon Education & Training Center 
  1200 West O and M Ave., North Vernon, IN 47265 

Attendees:    
Gary Pence    INDOT      gpence@indot.in.gov   317-232-5198 
Kathy Eaton-McKalip INDOT      kaeaton-mckalip@indot.in.gov 812-524-3702 
Toby Randolph   Parsons     tobias.randolph@parsons.com 317-616-1016 
Steve Davidson   Parsons     steve.davidson@parsons.com 317-616-1008 
Dan Prevost   Parsons     daniel.prevost@parsons.com 513-552-7013 
Soup Campbell   Mayor, North Vernon  mayor@northvernon-in.gov 812-346-3789 
Ed Maschino   Jennings County Council 
Rodney Ochs   Lowe’s      rodney.e.ochs@lowes.com  812-346-9400 
Mike Magner   FPBH      mmagner@fpbhonline.com  812-346-2045 
Larry Fagersten   Camp Atterbury/MUTC  larry.fagersten@us.army.mil 
Patrick E. York   North Vernon City Council pandcyork@cinergymetro.net 
Howard Malcomb  Jennings County Council hbmalcomb@cinergymetro.net 812-346-4343 
Kathy Ertel    Jennings County EDC  kertel@jenningsedc.com  812-346-2388 
Jerry A. Lamb   Jennings County Council jerryalamb@yahoo.com 
Cheryl Trisler   Jennings County BOC          812-352-3005 
Richard Morin   
Bryce Mayer   Plain Dealer & Sun   bmayer@northvernon.com   812-346-3973 
Jerry St. John   Jennings Co. Soil & Water District 
Tony Eder    North Vernon City Council cruncher279@yahoo.com 
Dan Wright    FPBH      dwright@fpbhonline.com   812-346-2339 
Eryn Fletcher   FHWA      eryn.fletcher@dot.gov          317-226-7489 
Gary Driver    North Vernon Police          812-346-2345 
Susan Knowles   USFW NWR    susan_knowles@fws.gov   
 
 
Introduction 
Attendees were asked to sign in and were provided with copies of the presentation.  A copy of the sign-in 
sheet is provided in Attachment 1. 
 
Dan Prevost welcomed the group and initiated introductions.   
 
Project Team Presentation 
Dan discussed the function of the Community Advisory Committee: to provide honest input to the project 
team reflecting the opinions and concerns of each member’s constituency and to take the information 
provided back to that constituency.  The group is, however, advisory and is not a decision-making body. 
 
Dan Prevost gave the presentation (See Attachment 2). 
 

US 50 North Vernon Project 
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Key points in the presentation include: 
• Public Meeting Recap 

o Over 100 people attended the public meeting held on April 5, 2010. 
o Discussed the comment summary for the bypass. 

• EA Alternatives 
o Presented 2 alternatives and their impacts in each of the three sections of the bypass at the 

public meeting.  The alternatives were S1, S2, M1, M2, N3, and N6. 
• Design Modifications 

o Presented design modifications to the EA Alternatives that have occurred since the public 
meeting. 

• Recommended Alternative 
o Alt. S2-Modified; Alt. M2 with intersections at O & M (CR 150) and CR 200; and Alt. N6-

Modified. 
• Project Schedule 

  
Discussion 
US 50 CAC Mtg #3 
 

• S2 Modified Comments 
o In the Southwest corner of existing US 50 & CR 400, there is a concern of a graveyard from 

an old school.   
o There was a concern at the new T intersection with the new access road and existing US 50 

that headlights would be directly pointed at someone’s house (Jerry St. John).  Since the 
meeting, Parsons has confirmed that this road ties into a drive that has a barn located near the 
road and not a resident. 
 

• M2 Comments 
o There was a concern that trucks would use O & M (CR 150) and CR 200 to connect from the 

new roadway into North Vernon.  City currently working on ordinance for signing of “no 
trucks” and the ability for police to enforce with traffic violations. 

o CAC overall in favor of intersections at both O & M (CR 150) and CR 200. 
o Add conduit for future flashers at both O & M (CR 150) and CR 200. 

 
• N6 Modified Comments 

o CAC in favor of this alternative.  If the eastern bypass were to continue east from SR 3, this 
alternative does not split the farm that is on the southeast corner of SR 3 & CR 350. 

o CAC in favor of fewer residents being affected. 
o Alternative should be good for economic growth. 
o There was a concern about property owners that don’t know they are affected with this 

new modified alternative.  In addition, a comment was made about the effect of relocation 
on permanent residents versus renters. 

o Investigate widening SR 3 in between bypass and the Lowe’s distribution center.  The 
trucks will now have to be turning left from the southbound direction and could back up on 
SR 3 a significant distance.  Truck volumes were requested from Rodney Ochs (Lowes) at 
the meeting. 

o It is assumed there will be traffic signals at the intersections with existing US 50 (southern 
project terminus), SR 3 and SR 7.  Traffic signal warrant analysis will be completed to 
confirm. 

o Parsons explained that turn lanes will be designed and warranted based on traffic analysis. 
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o More details of the apparent flooding on CR 300 during heavy rain events were as follows:  
lasts 1.5 to 2 hours in duration, and the depth over the top of the road is estimated at 8 in.  
Comment by Richard Morin. 

o Richard Morin stated that he is not in favor of Alt. N6 modified. 
 

• CAC members again confirmed that they favor a full bypass of North Vernon. 
 

Contact Information 
 

• Steve Davidson, PE 
Project Manager, Parsons 
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121 
Indianapolis, IN  46204 
Phone:  (317) 616-1008 
 

• Gary Pence, PE 
INDOT Project Manager 

 100 N Senate Avenue, RM N642 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2216 
Phone: (317) 232-5198 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Minutes prepared by:  Toby Randolph 5-3-11 
         



Project OverviewApril 28, 2011

Northern 

Middle

Segment

Middle 
Segment

Southern 
Segment

1



Welcome
US 50 N th V B

April 28, 2011

US 50 North Vernon Bypass 

Community Advisory Committee 
• Reminder of Purpose

• Rules of the Room—we want your opinion

• Role of the committee: “Advise”

• Opportunity for CAC input

2



Meeting Agenda
• Public Meeting Recap

• EA Alternatives

• Design Modifications

• Recommended Alternative

• Project Schedule Updatej p

3



April 5th Public Meeting Summary
• Open‐house format around display boards 
with 30‐minute presentation in the gym

• 105 people signed in

• About 90 people watched the presentation• About 90 people watched the presentation

• Comments received from 22 households

– 1 spot improvement comment

– 7 southern segment comments7 southern segment comments

– 12 middle segment comments

h– 4 northern segment comments

4



Comment Summary
Southern segments:
• Bisecting farm ground, farm equipment accesssect g a g ou d, a equ p e t access

• Object to S1, support S2 if the road must be built

N i “t k h ” ( 2)• Noise— “take my house” (x2)

• Concern about access to and increased traffic in 
f t f t h b i if d b id ifront of at‐home business if wooden bridge is 
removed and CR 400 W is connected to new 
roadwayroadway

• Object to S1 and S2—bypass near CR 450 W 
kmakes sense

5



Comment Summary
Middle segments:
• Willing to relocate/sell for Alt M2 (x2)g / ( )

• Prefers Alt M2/does not like M1 (x6)

• Prefers Alt M1/does not like M2 (property ownerPrefers Alt M1/does not like M2 (property owner 
concerned with impacts to their “nature sanctuary”)

• Wants CR 200 N left open (x2)p ( )

• Wants CR 200 N closed b/c of traffic

• Wants CR 150 N left open (x2)Wants CR 150 N left open (x2)

• Wants CR 150 N closed b/c of traffic

• Keep Kipper Lane open (x2)Keep Kipper Lane open (x2)
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Comment Summary
Northern segments:
• If CR 300 N is closed: stoplight is needed at SR7/CR p g /
300N intersection for safety

• If CR 300 N is prone to flooding, there will be a few 
households trapped between the new roadway and 
flooded area 

7



Comment Summary
G l tGeneral comments:
• Bad on business
Mi h ibl• Miss as many homes as possible

• Split as few farms as possible
• Hire cops to escort [MUTC convoys?] through town• Hire cops to escort [MUTC convoys?] through town
• Trucks have always been here
• Widen US 50 where it is, make a truck route,
• Use the railroad for transportation to Lowes and 
MUTC
M t i t d l d ti d l ti• Most impacted landowners are retired, relocations 
are hard on those age 65+

8



EA Alternatives Presented

Impact Ranges
20 to 34 residential 

relocations

0 to 1 business relocation

0.18 to 1.66 acres wetland 

3,422 to 8,038 linear feet 
stream

9



Southern Alternative 1 (S1)

Alternative S1 Impacts
4 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0.16 acre wetland
4,359 linear feet stream4,359 linear feet stream
28 parcels impacted
99 acres new right‐of‐way

C $11 6MCost: $11.6M

10



Southern Alternative 2 (S2)

Alternative S2 Impacts
10 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.05 acre wetland
1,133 linear feet stream1,133 linear feet stream
20 parcels impacted
69 acres new right‐of‐way

C $12 5MCost: $12.5M

11



Southern Alternative 2‐Modified

Alternative S2‐M Impacts
9 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.12 acre wetland
1,016 linear feet stream1,016 linear feet stream
32 parcels impacted
95 acres new right‐of‐way

C $11 0MCost: $11.0M

Requires additional q
wetland, stream, 
archaeological surveys 
(minimal impact potential)

12



Southern Segment Recommendation

Recommendation: Alternative S2‐Modified
– Preferred by public
– Cost

• Less roadway
• Lower cost RR bridge• Lower cost RR bridge
• Avoid terrain south of US 50

– Reduced stream impact compared to S1Reduced stream impact compared to S1
– No business relocations
– Reduced impacts to residences on CR 400 Westp

• Noise
• Access

13



Middle Alternative 1 (M1)

Alternative M1 Impacts
9 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.04 acre wetland
354 linear feet stream354 linear feet stream
15 parcels impacted
55 acres new right‐of‐way

C $2 5MCost: $2.5M

14



Middle Alternative 2 (M2)

Alternative M2 Impacts
2 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.81 acres wetland
1,645 linear feet stream1,645 linear feet stream
18 parcels impacted
53 acres new right‐of‐way

C $2 6Cost: $2.6

15



Middle Alternative Access

Close Both County Roads

4.1 miles

5.7 miles

16



Middle Alternative Access

Close O&M Avenue

5.0 miles

17



Middle Alternative Access

Close CR 200 N

4.1 miles

3.6 miles

18



Middle Alternative Access

Bridge for one or both 
County Roads
Cost per bridge: $2.0M

Likely additional y
environmental impact and 
relocations

19



Middle Alternative Access

Intersections at one or 
both County Roads
Cost per intersection: 
$200,000

Minimal additional 
environmental impact

20



Middle Alternative Access

Intersection at CR 200 N with 
h h dPotential issue north‐south access road

Intersection Cost:  $200,000
Access Road Cost: $715,000
Total Cost:  $915,000

Potential issue 
due to proximity 
of access road to 
CR 200 N 
intersection with 

New north‐south 

new roadway

Kipper Lane 
access road 
constructed 
within 300’ ROW

functions as 
service road east 
of new roadway Minimal additional 

environmental impactp

21



Middle Segment Recommendation

Recommendation: Alternative M2
– Preferred by public
– Fewer residential relocations
– Both relocations are willing sellers
– Intersections can be provided at cross‐streets 
without conflicts with Kipper Lane

Access Recommendation: At GradeAccess Recommendation: At‐Grade 
Intersections at O&M Avenue and CR 200 N

Provides full access– Provides full access
– Modest public preference
– Adds $400 000 to construction costAdds $400,000 to construction cost

22



Northern Alternative 3 (N3)

Alternative N3 Impacts
15 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.69 acre wetland
2,034 linear feet stream2,034 linear feet stream
23 parcels impacted
46 acres new right‐of‐way

C $4 5MCost: $4.5M

23



Northern Alternative 6 (N6)

Alternative N6 Impacts

400’ between 
intersections

14 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.09 acre wetland
1,935 linear feet stream1,935 linear feet stream
18 parcels impacted
52 acres new right‐of‐way

C $4 5MCost: $4.5M

24



Northern Alternative 6‐Modified

Alternative N6 Impacts
1,000’ between 
intersections

4 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.30 acre wetland
1,862 linear feet stream1,862 linear feet stream
15 parcels impacted
48 acres new right‐of‐way

C $4 5MCost: $4.5M

25



CR 300 N Flooding

Property with potentially 
limited access
28 acres
Currently vacant
Home constructionHome construction 
planned this year

26



Northern Segment Recommendation

Recommendation: Alternative N6‐Modified
– Fewest residential relocations

– Does not require realignment of SR 3 (N3)

– Improved SR 3 intersection location (distance from p (
CR 350 N)

27



Recommended Alternative

Recommended Alternative 
Impacts (S2 Mod, M2, N6 
Mod)
15 residential relocations
0 business relocations0 business relocations
1.23 acre wetland
4,523 linear feet stream
65 parcels impacted
197 i h f197 acres new right‐of‐way

Construction Cost: $18.1M

28



Recommended Alternative
S2/M2/N6 S2‐M/M2/N6‐M

Residential Relocations 26 15

Business Relocations 0 0Business Relocations 0 0

Wetland Impact (ac) 0.95 1.23

Stream Impact (LF) 4,713 4,523

Construction Cost* $19.6M $18.5M

* Excludes ROW, utilities, 
i i dengineering, and 

mitigation

29



Updated Project Schedule
• Publish the EA (summer 2011)• Publish the EA (summer 2011)
• Public hearing and public comment period 
(summer 2011)( )

• FHWA issues FONSI (fall 2011)
• First contract for spot improvements (December 

)2011)
• Right‐of‐Way Acquisition begins for new roadway 
(summer 2011)(summer 2011)

• First contract for new roadway (February 2012)
• Construction begins on new roadway (springConstruction begins on new roadway (spring 
2012)

• New roadway open to traffic (end of 2013)

30



Conclusion
W t t t th j t t• Ways to contact the project team

• Thank you for attending

• Questions?

31













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Public Meeting 1 
 

September 30, 2010 
 

 
 

Meeting minutes 
Display boards 

Handout 
Sign-in sheets 

Comment forms 



 
 

 
 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  
 Memorandum 

 
To: Gary Pence, INDOT 

From: Dan Prevost, Parsons 

CC: Steve Davidson, Parsons 

 Toby Randolph, Parsons 

Date: October 22, 2010 

Re:   Public Open House Meeting Summary 
 
 
Meeting Purpose 
INDOT held a public open house to re-introduce the US 50 North Vernon Bypass project to the public.  The 
project team highlighted changes to the project’s scope since the publication of the Preliminary Alternatives 
Screening Report in May 2008.  This public meeting allowed community members to visit with project 
officials, view project displays and ask questions of the project team.  Interested persons were afforded an 
opportunity to express comments and concerns via provided comment forms. 

Meeting Details 
Location:  Elsner Hall at the North Vernon Education and Training Center, 1200 West O & M Avenue, North 

Vernon, Indiana 

Date & Time:  September 30, 2010, 5:00 to 7:30 pm 

Notification 
Notifications advertising the public meeting were published on the project website 
(http://www.in.gov/indot/div/projects/us50/northvernon/index.html), on INDOT’s Meetings and 
Hearings website (http://www.in.gov/indot/3302.htm), and in several local news media outlets.  INDOT 
sent a postcard notification was sent to landowners whose property may be impacted by one of the 
proposed alternatives.   

Materials Presented 
The meeting was organized as an open house, with a series of information boards set up around the room 
and project staff available to answer questions.  The eight boards included summaries of the project’s 
history and schedule, purpose and need, alternatives that were considered in the previous study, 
alternatives still under consideration, environmental constraints, and planned spot improvements on 
existing US 50.  Reproductions of these boards are provided in Attachment A. 

Additionally, attendees were provided with a handout summarizing the information presented on the 
boards.  The handout also included the project’s website address and contact information for Randy Brown 
(INDOT).  A copy of the handout is provided in Attachment B. 

Attendance 
One hundred sixty-seven people signed-in on the provided attendance sheets (see Attachment C).  Each of 
these will be added  

Summary of Comments  
Comment forms were provided to attendees; forms could be submitted the same evening or mailed at a 
later date.  To date, 11 written comments have been received.  Copies of the comments are provided in 
Attachment D.  Below is a summary of comments received: 

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project 



Public Open House Meeting Summary 
October 22, 2010 
Page 2 of 2 
 

 
 
2010-09-30 Meeting Summary_r.docx  

• Consider including bike facilities in all improvements. 

• Concerned about access being provided to CR 150 N because of heavy high school traffic. 

• Suggestion that many homeowners live in Florida at this time of year and would not be able to 
attend the public meeting. 

• Support for Alternative B because it costs less than Alt A, has fewer intersections resulting in better 
traffic flow, and will cost less when the next phase [rest of bypass] is completed 

• Concerned that the project will make flooding issues worse near commenter’s home 

• Interest in the type of stop light/signs that will be used. 

• Interest in the project addressing existing flooding problems at 2 Mile Creek. 

• The bypass is needed to improve quality of life and re-direct excess traffic. 

• Support for the extension of the bypass to east of North Vernon. 

• Suggestions for revising the alignment of the bypass to reduce property impacts. 

• Concern regarding the project’s impact on safe access to the commenter’s driveway. 

• Improvements to US 50 should be in keeping with its Scenic Byway (and Indiana Historic 
Pathways) status. 

• General concern regarding impact to historic structures. 

Throughout the open house, project staff engaged attendees regarding their particular concerns.  While no 
formal record of these discussions exists, several that were noted by project staff include: 

• Concern about impacts to private property. 

• Support for construction of a “full” bypass of North Vernon. 

• Concern about access to/from bypass to local roadways. 

• Concern about queuing that may result from new signal on US 50 at bypass intersection. 
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I
N
D
O
T

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project

Welcome!  
INDOT is continuing to move forward 
with this important project and wants 
you to be involved.

In May 2008, INDOT published a study 
evaluating potential improvements 
to the US 50 corridor in Jennings and 
Jackson Counties.  That study narrowed 
a list of alternatives down to several 
alignment options for a new roadway 
from US 31 to the east side of North 
Vernon, including a bypass around the 
north side of the city.  

In an eff ort to focus improvements in 
the areas they are needed most and 
to reduce impacts on the human and 
natural environment, the project has 
been scaled back and will focus on two 
elements of the previous study:

“Spot” improvements on existing •   
US 50:  This component will address 
operational problems along US 50 
from US 31 to CR 15 North on the west 
side of North Vernon by improving 
intersections and adding travel lanes 
to certain sections of existing US 50.  
These improvements are expected to 
have very minor or no environmental 
impacts, but will improve traffi  c fl ow 
and safety at a number of identifi ed 
problem areas. 

New partial bypass of North Vernon:  •   
This component will improve traffi  c 
operation in North Vernon by 
creating a new link from US 50 on 
the west side of North Vernon to 
SR 3 on the north side of the city.  This 
approach will address the principal 
transportation needs and still allow for 
the completion of a bypass around the 
east side of North Vernon as a separate 
project in the future.  

September 2010

Need for the Project
Congestion on major roadways and at key intersections is expected to 
reach unacceptable levels by 2030.

Crash Frequency on US 50 exceeds statewide averages.

Accessibility between I-65 and commercial growth areas along SR 7 
and SR 3 north of North Vernon is insuffi  cient.

State and Regional Transportation Plans call for US 50 to provide a 
higher level service to through traffi  c.
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I
N
D
O
T

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project

Alternatives Under Consideration
Based on the findings 
of the 2008 study, two 
alignments for the 
partial bypass are being 
evaluated.  Each would 
intersect existing 
US 50 east of Base 
Road, cross the railroad 
tracks, and continue 
north to intersect with 
SR 7 and SR 3, tying in 
to either CR 250 N or 
CR 350 N.  The exact 
location and design of 
the intersections with 
US 50, SR 7, and SR 3 will 
be determined over the 
next several months. 

Project Schedule 
INDOT plans to complete this phase of the project – identifying a preferred alignment – over the next nine months. 
 An Environmental Assessment (EA) will be published next spring and a public hearing will be held to gather input 
from the public on the study’s fi ndings.  INDOT will also continue to meet with local decision makers and key 
stakeholders to ensure that the project design meets the community’s needs while minimizing impacts on private 
property and the environment.

Task
2010 2011 2012 2013

S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Initial Public Kickoff  Meeting

Environmental Assessment

Public Hearing

Publication of FONSI

Right-of-Way Acquisition

Ready for Letting

Construction

Open to traffi  c

S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Throughout the project, INDOT will 
continue to update the project website 
as new information becomes available.  
If you have any questions or concerns 
about the project please contact:

Gary Pence, 
INDOT Project Manager
GPence@indot.IN.gov 

(317) 232-5198

Randy Brown, 
INDOT Public Involvement Specialist

RyBrown@indot.IN.gov
(317) 232-5020
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
September 201A

PueL¡c lruroRn¡er¡o¡¡ Mrer¡ne

Comuenr Fonur

Address:

citY: /v*'t/ //.a--r,..-
State lZip:

lou*- ^/r^-.

Please return completed form to oroÍect staff todav or maíl / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parcons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033

,.S ,*r,,,*,r DEpART,\1ENr oF rRANSpoRrÂTroN
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Septentber 2010

PueLrc l¡¡roRnnrr¡o¡¡ Meen¡¡c

Comuerur Fonn¡

State lZip:

Comment:

Please return completed form to proiect staff todav or mail / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (31Ð 6f6-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033

ffi ,^r,n*o oÉpAßTÀlENT oF TRANspoRTA-roN
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
mber 2010

Pugl¡c lnroRru¡tpt¡ Meer¡¡¡c

Court¡eur Fonu

Organization:

Address:

Gity:

Comment:

State lZlp:

bcøl/ h t ,n ,/",/ lZ

tCQ rÐ't UrUf, c--

Please return completed form to proÍect staff todav or mail / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vemon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (3f7) 616-1033

,.1S ,"'r,oro oE'ARTMENT oF 
'RANspo^TAtoN
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
September 2010

Address: 
Èa

City:

Phone:
\tt+tu71z- eZv e

Comment:

V-rn-r,-

Pueu¡c lruronnnanou Meen¡¡c

Gourmerur Fonn¡

Organization:

Jt<ot"l-

Please return completed form to oroiect staff todav or mail / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033

ffi ,"r,n*o o[pr\RfrrlENr oF lRANspoRTArroN
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
2010

PueLrc l¡¡roRmanoru Meer¡uc

Goumeur Fonn¡

7 l, éls,n{"- o o "4)." ¿= [ ^J.,- *r--,^Ç). Ç ln*,ns

Please return comoleted form to proÍect staff todav or mail / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn:Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033
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Ptease réturn òomlteted'form to proiect staff todav or mait / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street,Suite212l
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033
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Please return completed form to oroÍect staff todav or mail / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 6f6-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033
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Please return completed form to proíect staff todav or mail / fax to our offìce at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn:Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
2010
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Please return comoleted form to oroiect staff todav or mail / fax to our office at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033
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Betty Creech
P.O. Box 659
North Vernon, IN 47265
March 17tl', 2oo8

Mr. Carl D. Camacho, P.E., Project Manager
US 50 - North Vernon Conidor PlanningÆA Project
Bernardin, Lochmueller & Associates, Inc.
6125 South East Street
Indianapolis, IN 46227

Dear Mr. Camacho:

I have attended all of your public planning meetings at North Vernon regarding the US 50 Bi-
Pass Project, as we own the farm just east of North Vernon that you show tri-secting on your

Alternate B Conidor Study Plan. Looking at the ffiâp, you will see the Muscatatuck
River winds around the farm. Our family has lived here for over 43 years, so I am aware of
the whole aÍea, and I have multiple concerns:

1. TFIE FARM:

Your Plan B will tri-sect our 165 acre farm, a large part over 60 tilled acres, of which there is

precious little left in Jennings County. And you will leave two areas landJocked.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL:

WhereyouproposecrossingtheMuscatatuckisoverthereservoir@
Vernon-'s wätei supply -.iust above the Ciw Dam

As I set out in my previous letter to you, there was a major fish kill here in the reservoir a few
years back, and the EPA was called in to find the problem One of their men here on site

informed me that it was possibly from a run off from a black-top residue. At the time, there

was a black-topping operation set up inside the Quarry, and even tho they had NOT had a
spill, they said a heavy rain could have washed a residue from the roadways into the drains.

And at another time, there was an oil spill from an oil company in the atea, which also drained
into the reservoir, and again EPA was called in. A "Mop Up Company" was here several days

cleaning up the river with bales of straw.

Attachment D - Page D-10
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As I see on your ffiâp, there will be at least a mile of new highway (all the way over to Road

20W) that will drain into either Woods Branch or the Muscatatuck above the City Dam. If
this route is chosen, ily spillage or drainage or ditch run-offs from the new highway will go

into the City's Reservoir - Nonh Vernon's, Hayden's and Vernon's drinking water. Also to

be considered is not only the black-top residue, but rubber tire residue, oils, winter snow salts,

plus any spillage.

The Muscatatuck is a slow moving river, fed only by springs and run off. Only in a rainy

season, a heavy rain or when water is being released from the Brush Creek Reservoir - when

needed water is let down - is there a noticeable movement of the water. Here above the dam,

the water is mostly pooled, so contaminates are slow to dissipate.

As you drive West onto Road 250 (the road just north of the Stone Quarrl') your Plan B map

shows the new road to go iust Between the factories and Lowe's you can

see a fencé¿-in mound. Many years ago, the old Arvin Plant was pumping acids into this pit

from a lead plæing process. The sludge was eventually mounded over with soil, grassed,

fenced, and signs placed all around. This area is only feet away from the West edge of the

Stone Quarry, which pumps their waters into the reservoir. So obviously this contaminated

area cannot be disturbed. (Your Map shows going directly over it)

3. HISTORICAL:

Where you propose crossing the Muscatatuck onto the farm from the south - there is a steep

rocky bluff - quite high. At the top brim of this cliff is a Railroad Track, which will either

have to be bridged over or tunneled under. And here we run into some other problems, as

there are some old Hemlock Trees - that are protected - growing out of these craggy rocks.

Also here on the farm, on the hillside where you show turning to the \Mest, is an old Indian
Spring. According to what we have been told, this bend in the river was an Indian Camp,

and we have found many Indian artifacts, including axes, bird points and a pestle below the

spring.

4. SUMMARY:

I cannot, for obvþs reasons, make a recommendation. However, living in the atea, I see a

lot of traffrc and'congestion in Industrial Park at work shift times now. Your p-lan g cuts-

-Y throughthe-middle of the IndUqql4lq&and not only will take out some of the present

1- n of the existing factories, plus causing major snares' at quitting time. Plan A runs less than a mile north of Lowe's and allows for future growth

and ease of traffic flow.

Attachment D - Page D-11
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plan A makes the most use of existing roadways/roadbeds, thus minimizing the need for

eminent domain.

plan A is also the closest plan to both the MUTC and the airport. Its ease of access to and

from the airport is especially important.

Thank you for your informative meetings. We here in Jennings County are going to have to

live with this new highway from now on, so we need to get it right.

(*-.!"

Environmental Protection AgencY

Jennings County Economic Development Commission
Jennings County Soil & Water District
North Vernon Mayor Harold Campbell
Members North Vernon Water Board
Members North Vernon City Council
Members Jennings County Council
Commissioners, Jennings CountY
Indiana Historical Society
Jennings County Historical Society
North Vernon Plain Dealer & Sun

Respectfully,

Attachment D - Page D-12
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING

COMMENT FORM

Name: Wilma G. Binford and
Joseph L. Binford lll, Trustee of Joseph L. Binford Exemption Trust

Organization: N/A

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 447, North Vernon, lN 47265-0447

ResidentialAddress: 3045 W U.S. Hwy. 50, North Vernon, lN 47265

Phone: (812)346-Æ72 E-mail: binfordwk@yahoo.com (Wilma Binford)
binforjl@yahoo.com (Joseph L. Binford lll)

Comment

We're very concerned about access in and out of our extremely steep driveway at 3045
W U.S. Hwy. 50 due to the highway having been raised considerably over 50+ years. lt
wasn't nearly as challenging getting in and out of the driveway 40 years ago. lt has
always been very difficult to get farm equipment and logging equipment in and out of
this driveway safely. There have been several frightening incidents at this location.
We're concerned that it will be even worse when construction on the new bridge over
lndian Creek is begun, especially if the "spot" improvements at our location could result
in a steeper grade of our existing driveway.

Thank you for your consideration regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

W2,Vïbry-L e,t/"*,, Lo t o
Joseph L. Binford llï, Trustee of Joseph L. Binford Exemption Trust

þ"n(l. n^qg\C, 1r'tu" rl,Ìoþl-)IùìÔ
MailTo:

H:r:j"i"rth 
vernon Bypass Project

Atin: Steve Davidson r'; j

101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, lndiana 462C4
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033
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US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
2010
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Please return completed form to proiect staff todav or mail / fax to our offîce at:

US 50 North Vernon Bypass Project
Parsons
Attn: Steve Davidson
101 West Ohio Street, Suite 2121
lndianapolis, Indiana 46204
Phone (317) 616-1000, Fax (317) 616-1033

,ffi ,^r,o*o oE'^RTMENT oF ïRANspoRrA-roN
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Public Meeting 2 
 

April 5, 2011 
 

 
 

Meeting minutes 
Handout 

Presentation slides 
Display boards 
Sign-in sheets 

Comment forms 



 
 

 
 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

  
 Memorandum 

 
To: Gary Pence, INDOT 

From: Dan Prevost, Parsons 

CC: Steve Davidson, Parsons 
 Toby Randolph, Parsons 

Date: May 5, 2011 

Re:   Public Open House Meeting #2 Summary 
 
 
Meeting Purpose 
INDOT held a public open house to update the public about the US 50 North Vernon Project.  The project 
team highlighted changes to the project alternatives since the first public meeting in September 2010.  This 
public meeting allowed community members to visit with project officials, view project displays and ask 
questions of the project team.  Interested persons were afforded an opportunity to express comments and 
concerns via provided comment forms. 

Meeting Details 
Location:  Jennings County High School, 800 West Walnut Street, North Vernon, Indiana 

Date & Time:  April 5, 2011, 5:00 to 8:00 pm (open house), with a 45-minute formal presentation given at 
6:00 pm 

Notification 
Notifications advertising the public meeting were published on INDOT’s Meetings and Hearings website 
(http://www.in.gov/indot/3302.htm), and in several local news media outlets.  INDOT sent a postcard 
notification to all individuals on the project’s mailing list, including landowners whose property may be 
impacted by one of the proposed alternatives.   

Materials Presented 
The meeting was organized as an open house, and featured a series of information boards set up in the 
school lobby with project staff available to answer questions.  The boards included summaries of the 
project’s schedule, purpose and need, alternatives that were developed since the previous public meeting, 
the alternatives recommended for detailed evaluation, environmental constraints, and planned spot 
improvements on existing US 50.  Reproductions of these boards are provided in Attachment A. 

Additionally, attendees were provided with a handout summarizing the information presented on the 
boards.  The handout also included the project’s website address and contact information for Gary Pence 
(INDOT).  A copy of the handout is provided in Attachment B. 

Attendance 
One hundred five people signed-in on the provided attendance sheets (see Attachment C).  Each of these will 
be added to the project mailing list.   

Summary of Comments  
Comment forms were provided to attendees.  Forms could be submitted the same evening or mailed at a 
later date.  To date, 28 written comments have been received.  Copies of the comments are provided in 
Attachment D.  Below is a summary of comments received: 

US 50 North Vernon Project 



Public Open House Meeting Summary 
May 5, 2011 
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

The 28 written comments were received from 22 unique households (5 households submitted either 
separate husband/wife comments [1 instance] or 2 separate comments [4 instances]). 

The comments were grouped by the area of concern: 

• 1 comment was about a spot improvement 
• 7 comments were about the southern segment 
• 12 comments were about the middle segment 
• 2 comments were about the north segment 
• 4 comments were about the project in general 
• 2 comments were about miscellaneous topics 

Spot Improvement concern: 

• A business owner was concerned about how the right-of-way take from his property would 
impact his buildings/property 

 
Southern Segment concerns:  

• Bisecting farm ground, farm equipment access 
• Object to S1, support S2 if the road must be built 
• Noise—take my house (x2) 
• Concern about access to and increased traffic in front of at-home business if wooden bridge is 

removed and CR 400 W is connected to new roadway 
• Object to S1 and S2—bypass near CR 450 W makes sense 

Middle Segment concerns: 

• Willing to relocate/sell for Alt M2 (x2) 
• Prefers Alt M2/does not like M1 (x6) 
• Prefers Alt M1/does not like M2 (property owner concerned with impacts to their “nature 

sanctuary”) 
• Wants CR 200 N left open (x2) 
• Wants CR 200 N closed b/c of traffic 
• Wants CR 150 N left open (x2) 
• Wants CR 150 N closed b/c of traffic 
• Keep Kipper Lane open (x2) 

North Segment concerns: 

• If CR 300 N is closed: stoplight is needed at SR7/CR 300N intersection for safety 
• If CR 300 N is prone to flooding, there will be a few people trapped between the new roadway and 

flooded area  

General/miscellaneous comments: 

• Bad on business 
• Miss as many homes as possible 
• Split as few farms as possible 
• Hire cops to escort [MUTC convoys?] through town 
• Trucks have always been here 
• Widen US 50 where it is, make a truck route 
• Use the railroad for transportation to Lowes and MUTC 
• Most impacted landowners are retired, relocations are hard on those age 65+ 
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Throughout the open house, project staff engaged attendees regarding their particular concerns.  While no 
formal record of these discussions exists, several that were noted by project staff include: 

• Concern about impacts to private property. 
• Concern about access to and across the new roadway. 
• Concerns about the short time between route determination and property acquisition. 

 
 



Welcome!  
INDOT is moving forward with this 
important project and wants you to 
be involved.

In an eff ort to focus improvements in 
the areas they are needed most and 
to reduce impacts on the human and 
natural environment, the US 50 project 
in Jennings County has been divided 
into two components:

“Spot” improvements on existing •   
US 50:  This component will address 
operational problems along US 
50 from US 31 to CR 15 North on 
the west side of North Vernon by 
improving intersections and adding 
travel lanes to certain sections of 
existing US 50.  

New roadway connecting US 50 •   
to SR 3 west of North Vernon:  This 
component will improve traffi  c 
operation in North Vernon by 
creating a new link from US 50 on 
the west side of North Vernon to 
SR 3 on the north side of the city.  
This approach will address several 
principal transportation needs and 
allow for the completion of a bypass 
around the east side of North Vernon 
as a separate project in the future.  

Project Updates
Since the last public meeting in September, 2010, INDOT has met with community offi  cials, resource agencies •   
and concerned citizens and used their input to develop and refi ne project alternatives.  

 Several new alignments were developed for southern, middle, and northern segments of the new partial bypass.•   

All proposed alignments were screened based on potential impacts and how well they met the Purpose and •   
Need of the project.  This has led to the selection of 2 alternatives in each segment to be studied further (see 
map on the reverse).  

Project Schedule 
INDOT plans to complete this phase of the project – identifying a preferred alignment – over the next couple 
months.  A draft Environmental Assessment will be published this summer.  At that time, a public hearing will be 
held to gather input from the public on the study’s fi ndings.  INDOT will also continue to meet with local decision 
makers and key stakeholders to ensure that the project design meets the community’s needs while minimizing 
impacts on private property and the environment.

Task
2010 2011 2012 2013

S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Initial Public Kickoff  Meeting

Public Meeting

Environmental Assessment

Public Hearing

Publication of FONSI

Right-of-Way Acquisition

Ready for Letting—1st Contract

Construction

Open to traffi  c
S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Throughout the project, INDOT will continue to update the project website (address below) as new information becomes 
available.  If you have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:

Gary Pence, INDOT Project Manager
GPence@indot.IN.gov 

(317) 232-5198

http://www.in.gov/indot/div/projects/us50/northvernon/
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Potential Range of Impacts

20 to 34 Residential relocations•   

0 to 1 Business relocation•   

 0.18 to 1.66 acres of wetlands•   

3,422 to 8,038 linear feet of streams•   

168 to 206 acres of new right-of-way•   

53 to 69 parcels aff ected•   

Build Alternatives to be Studied in the Environmental Assessment

I
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Welcome
US 50 North Vernon New Roadway

Public Meeting 

• Purpose 

• Meeting format

• Ways to provide input

April 5, 2011



Spot Improvements



Outreach Efforts
• Individual meetings with property owners

• Community Advisory Committee

• Resource Agencies



Alternatives from Previous Study



Alternatives Considered



Southern Alternative Overview



Southern Alternative 1 (S1)

Alternative S1 Impacts
4 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0.16 acre wetland
4,359 linear feet stream
28 parcels impacted
99 acres new right-of-way



Southern Alternative 2 (S2)

Alternative S2 Impacts
10 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.05 acre wetland
1,133 linear feet stream
20 parcels impacted
69 acres new right-of-way



Southern Alternative 3 (S3)

Alternative S3 Impacts
2 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0.25 acre wetland
2,910 linear feet stream
22 parcels impacted
107 acres new right-of-way



Southern Alternative 4 (S4)

Alternative S4 Impacts
3 residential relocations
1 business relocation
0.79 acre wetland
4,957 linear feet stream
21 parcels impacted
127 acres new right-of-way



Middle Alternative Overview



Middle Alternative 1 (M1)

Alternative M1 Impacts
9 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.04 acre wetland
354 linear feet stream
15 parcels impacted
55 acres new right-of-way



Middle Alternative 2 (M2)

Alternative M2 Impacts
2 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.81 acres wetland
1,645 linear feet stream
18 parcels impacted
53 acres new right-of-way



Northern Alternative Overview



Northern Alternative 1 (N1)

Alternative N1 Impacts
7 residential relocations
1 business relocation
6.88 acres wetland
1,988 linear feet stream
28 parcels impacted
57 acres new right-of-way



Alternative N2 Impacts
2 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.26 acre wetland
1,997 linear feet stream
15 parcels impacted
50 acres new right-of-way

Northern Alternative 2 (N2)



Alternative N3 Impacts
15 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.69 acre wetland
2,034 linear feet stream
23 parcels impacted
46 acres new right-of-way

Northern Alternative 3 (N3)



Alternative N4 Impacts
8 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0 acres wetland
1,715 linear feet stream
28 parcels impacted
38 acres new right-of-way

Northern Alternative 4 (N4)



Alternative N5 Impacts
18 residential relocations
1 business relocation
5.84 acres wetland
1,933 linear feet stream
28 parcels impacted
57 acres new right-of-way

Northern Alternative 5 (N5)



Alternative N6 Impacts
14 residential relocations
0 business relocations
0.09 acre wetland
1,935 linear feet stream
18 parcels impacted
52 acres new right-of-way

Northern Alternative 6 (N6)



Alternatives to be Studied in the EA

Impact Ranges
20 to 34 residential 

relocations

0 to 1 business relocation

0.18 to 1.66 acres wetland 

3,422 to 8,038 linear feet 
stream



Access Points



S1 Access Points

New frontage road 
between CR 450 W and 
CR 400 W

Access to CR 400 W north 
of the new roadway will 
be from existing US 50

New roadway will have an 
at-grade intersection 
with existing US 50



S2 Access Points

New bridge and roadway 
to carry CR 400 W over 
existing US 50 and 
railroad to Base Road

Existing US 50 to be re-
aligned to meet new 
roadway at “T” 
intersection

Access to CR 400 W 
maintained from newly 
aligned US 50

Wooden bridge carrying 
Base Road over the 
railroad will be removed



Middle Segment Access Points



Northern Segment Access Points

New roadway will have an 
at-grade intersection 
with SR 7

CR 300 N will be closed at 
the new roadway

New roadway will end at 
an at-grade intersection 
with SR 3



• Environmental
– wetlands, streams, ponds, floodplains
– farmland, forest, threatened/endangered species
– noise, air quality, hazardous materials

• Cultural
– archaeological, section 4(f) and 6(f)
– historic properties

• Community
– public facilities and services
– relocations, Environmental Justice
– indirect and cumulative impacts

Issues to be addressed in the EA



• US Army Corps of Engineers 404

• IN Dept. of Environmental Mgmt. 401

• IN Dept. of Environmental Mgmt. Rule 5

• IN Dept. of Natural Resources Construction in 
a Floodway

Permits and Agency Approvals



Updated Project Schedule
• Publish the EA (summer 2011)
• Public hearing and public comment period 

(summer 2011)
• FHWA issues FONSI (fall 2011)
• Possible letting for some spot improvements (fall 

2011)
• Right-of-Way Acquisition begins for new roadway 

(summer 2011)
• Letting for new roadway (fall 2011)
• Construction begins on new roadway (spring 

2012)
• New roadway open to traffic (end of 2013)



Conclusion
• Ways to contact the project team

• Thank you for attending

• Questions?
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Project History and Schedule

History

Project Schedule (Bypass Element)
 

March 2002:  Upgrades to US 50 are included in INDOT’s Long Range Plan
Early 2007:  INDOT develops a Purpose and Need Statement and a range of alternatives for US 50 in Jennings County
May 2008:  INDOT publishes the Preliminary Alternatives Screening Report which identified 2 bypass alternatives for further study
June 2010:  INDOT selects Parsons to advance 2 components of the US 50 corridor and North Vernon new roadway project.  
    These components are: 

1. Improvements on US 50  
This component will address operational problems along US 50 from US 31 in Jackson County to CR 15 North on the west side of 
North Vernon by improving intersections and adding travel lanes to certain sections of existing US 50.  

2. New roadway connecting US 50 to SR3 west at North Vernon 
This component will improve traffic operation in North Vernon by creating a new link from US 50 on the west side of North Vernon 
to SR 3 on the north side of the city.  This approach will address the principal transportation needs in a fiscally permissible manner 
and still allow for the completion of a bypass around the east side of North Vernon as a separate project in the future.    

Task
2010 2011 2012 2013

S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Environmental Assessment

Public Hearing

Publication of FONSI

Right-of-Way Acquisition

Ready for Letting (1st contract)

Construction

S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D
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Purpose and Need

 

Most intersections and all of the roadway 
segments have acceptable Levels of 
Service.
 

By 2030, most of US 50 and its intersections 
within the project limits will be at or below 
minimally acceptable Levels of Service.  
US 50 through North Vernon has a high 

Index of Crash Frequency, as does the US 
50 - SR 3/7 intersection.   

Congestion Safety

There are high levels of congestion 
through downtown North Vernon.   

There is a high crash frequency on US 50 
through North Vernon.  

 Current traffic congestion in North Vernon:   Year 2030 traffic: 
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Purpose and Need 

 

An improved transportation network is 
required to meet the accessibility demands 
of new employment and residential and 
economic development. 

Both the INDOT 2030 Long Range 
Transportation Plan and the Jennings 
County Comprehensive Plan identify 
improvements along the US 50 corridor as 
vital to statewide and regional mobility.   

Growth and Development Planning

The north and west sides of North Vernon 
are expected to experience the most 
growth in the next 20 years.   

Improvements of US 50 are necessary to 
maintain consistency with statewide and 
regional transportation plans.  
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Gary,  
 
As you know per conversations by phone and the local meetings I am willing to relocate due to the Bypass M2 
route.  On this route there is only one other home which belongs to Bill Caldwell and he is also willing to relocate. 
 Bill was not aware until recently but now is and should be contacting you about this. 
 
I understand that there may be some second thoughts about the M2 and therefore support for M1. 
 
I have had conversations on 4-7-11 and 4-8-11 with nineteen local CAC members about this route.  The others I 
have calls to but have not yet spoken with them.   
 
Many members are not active very much if at all.  Four of the nineteen members that I have spoken to did not even 
know that they were members.  Of these four I personally know three-Jerry Lamb-very well respected realtor-co-
owner and former mayor of North Vernon, and devout Christian.  Next is Jerry St. John, business owner, family 
friend, also willing to relocate his entire business firm for the community and another practicing Christian.  Another 
businessman, Phil Daeger, auctioneer locally for many years did not know that he was on the CAC.  The final 
member I do not personally know is Chris Sauer also a businessman in the community with Millers Tavern. 
 
Seems very strange that these business men, contributing members of the Jennings County-North Vernon 
community for many years did not even know that they were on the CAC.  Somewhere the ball was dropped. 
 
One member that I spoke with says that he needs more information and another is interested mainly in costs. 
 
The other seventeen members that I spoke with stated that they see no advantage to M1.  In fact they see only more 
homes taken. 
 
I feel that with these results, when reached, the remaining members will also be largely in favor of M2. 
 
As a concerned citizen and homeowner who is going to be affected by either M1 or M2, before any decision is final, 
I would like to be informed and helped to understand why and who thinks M1 superior to M2, when almost anyone 
involved, at least here in the area seems to think that M2 is far superior. 
 
Last, I believe that many of the INDOT and Parsons people were of the same opinion as myself and the above CAC 
members, possibly including yourself.  What has changed? 
 
Once again, please do not make this decision without a meeting with the CAC members.  I would very much 
appreciate an invitation. 
 
Thank You for Your consideration, 
 
Denny Burgmeier 
 



Bill 
  
Thank you for your comments.  We will compile your comments with the rest from the public meeting last 
week.  These comments will help us determine the best alternative in this area. 
  
Dan 
  
Please add these comments to our list 
  
thanks 
  
Gary Pence 
INDOT Project Management 
317-232-5198 
 

 
From: Bill Caldwell [mailto:bcaldwell4@frontier.com]  
Sent: Saturday, April 09, 2011 3:17 PM 
To: Pence, Gary 
Cc: dburgmeier@cinergymetro.net 
Subject: RE: M2 US 50 Bypass North Vernon In. 

Mr Gary Pence 
Indot 
  
This is a follow-up to the voice mail I left you on Friday,april 7,2011. My name is Bill Caldwell of 2775w 
200n, North Vernon In.47265. 
I was informed Thursday April 7,that there are two routes in question for the US 50by-pass,M1 being 
known as Kipper lane and M2 alittle farther to the west that comes through my property.After reviewing 
the map,I, am of the opinion that the M2 is the best and most logical route to proceed with. M2 has two 
houses,mine being one of them,which I'm willing to sell to the state,compared to 8 or 9 houses on M1 
plus cutting off  the driveways to 3 properties requiring afrontage road being built. 
I have talked with some of the committee and they are of the same opinion.If you would like to discuss 
this with me,please feel free to call me at 812 528 6563. 
Thanks for taking the time to read this and I look forward hearing from you. 
  
Best Regards; 
  
Bill Caldwell 
 









Candy 
  
We are looking at different alternatives and a modification that could shift traffic away from your home. 
  
We will discuss this with our alternatives discuss 
  
thank you for you comment 
  
Gary Pence 
INDOT Project Management 
317-232-5198 
 

 
From: Candy McKing [mailto:cmcking@gmail.com]  
Sent: Friday, April 08, 2011 12:48 PM 
To: Pence, Gary; Daniel.Prevost@Parsons.com; Jenkins, Mike; cmcking@gmail.com 
Subject: Highway 50 and Railroad bridge intersection 
  
  
  
Gary,  
Is there some way to get a car counter so everyone can see how much traffic the old wooden 
bridge takes?  
 
After we talked Tuesday I was watching how many cars go over that bridge and then thought 
that after the highway improvement and access road all these cars will be coming down past my 
house to get to the access road. My house sits really close to the county road. I am concerned that 
I might get a car in my bedroom! 
Any help or suggestions you can make are appreciated.  
Candy McKing 
 



 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: howard malcomb <hbmalcomb@cinergymetro.net> 
Date: Sat, Apr 9, 2011 at 2:19 PM 
Subject: bypass 
To: dburgmeier@cinergymetro.net 
 
 
Denny, my name is Howard Malcomb, we talked on the phone this week. I am president of the 
county council and vice pres.of the airport. I have been a self employed barber in north vernon 
since 1965. I have missed maby 2 meetings of the CAC out of 15 or so the last 2 years when I 
was out of town.We were told to give our opinions  , on things as much as we wanted but that we 
would not be making decisions. We told them that we didn't want to see farms split in two if 
possible so they are following the RR track almost to town before they turn North to intersect 
hiway 3 .Many other subjects are being discussed in the meetings besides hiway 50.I have also 
asked them to try to miss as many homes as possible.  The route that you like makes more since 
to me also. We were told also that the bypass would not go through Selmire Forrest so it must go 
North down co rd 350 or South of it.One of the possible reentry spots is Deer Creek rd  . I do 
believe that they are very close to knowing where the route is ,if they don't already know ,We 
can only give opinions ,but I will if I am invited to another meeting. Thanks , Howard  
 

mailto:hbmalcomb@cinergymetro.net�
mailto:dburgmeier@cinergymetro.net�






Thank you for your comments.  We are trying to compile all of the comments to discuss alternatives to select the 
best option.   

Dan  

Can you please add this to our list of comments  

Thanks  

Gary Pence  
INDOT Project Management  
317-232-5198  

 

-----Original Message-----  
From: emaschino@frontier.com [mailto:emaschino@frontier.com]  
Sent: Sunday, April 10, 2011 7:19 PM  
To: Pence, Gary  
Subject: Highway 50 bypass  

 
 

Hello  

I am Eddie Maschino, owner of Maschino Farms.  

I currently serve as a member of the CAC for the US 50 Bypass.  I also serve on the Jennings County Council, 
Spencer Township Volunteer Fire Dept, and am a member of the Jennings Couty Soil and Water District. 

I wasn't able to attend the meeting on Tuesday April 5th 2011, but it has been brought to my attention tht you may 
be wavering in your support for the route M2 and therefore leaning toward M1. 

I am having very little success finding any support for M1.  The logic behind the removal of eight or nine homes, the 
isolation of three more homes from road access, and the removal of an additional two ponds larger than the one 
already being removed escapes me.  I am in support of the M2 route. 

I would appreciate your co-operation in calling for another meeting of the CAC in North Vernon to discuss this issue 
before your final decision. 

 

Thank You  

 

mailto:emaschino@frontier.com�


Dan 
  
I just received a phone call from a Daniel Morris.  He live on 300 North.  He mentioned that the 
turnaround (I am assuming the cul-de-sac) is in his yard and close to his house.  He mentioned that if we 
flip it in the other direction that it would miss him.  He thought it was on option M3, but I am not sure.   
  
His number is 812-592-2791 
  
Please add these to the comments we have already 
  
Thanks 
  
Gary Pence 
 











From: Prevost, Daniel
To: Gary Pence (GPENCE@indot.IN.gov); Davidson, Steve; Randolph, Tobias
Cc: Ball, Alan
Subject: FW: North Vernon Hwy 50 bypass
Date: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 1:16:55 PM

We’ll add this to the comments.
 
From: Janetta Robinson [mailto:djrobinson@hughes.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 19, 2011 1:13 PM
To: Prevost, Daniel
Subject: North Vernon Hwy 50 bypass
 
On 4-7-11 The local North Vernon newspaper known as the “Plain Dealer” had an
article on the front page stating that Jennings  Co School district was 1.6 million short
on their budget.  On the same sheet of paper another article speaks of the
$50,000,000 proposed North Vernon by pass.  Also teachers statewide are being
asked to take a 3% reduction in pay while many teachers’ positions are being
eliminated.
 
Please understand I am retired, I have no children or family attending Indiana
schools, I do not own any property in the area.  The bypass nor the school system will
not affect me.
 
But still I think the bypass is a complete waste. $50,000,000 would buy 500 homes
valued at $100,000. Each .  If the population of this town would be 6000 people, and if
an average household had 4 persons,  it would contain about 1500 homes, Based on
these figures it would cost  be over $33,000 per household…I just wonder if this
bypass would get completed if the local people were asked to donate $33,000 per
household.  I would like to see you raise $50. per household.  I wonder how much
argument there would be if their state and federal income tax was increased 10% for
the next 10 years to assist in partial payment???   Point being  I do not think the
bypass is necessary, and the proposed by pass is only a PARTIAL bypass. It not only
costs too much money, but it also makes traffic travel farther, increased stop lights,
increased traffic through the shopping areas and more trucks turning at the junction
of Highway 50, 3 and 7. These people think they need a bypass, but it will NOT
BYPASS. I am a retired cross country, irregular route truck carrier. I have traveled all
49 states, plus 8 Provinces of Canada. I can assure you, a bypass is not necessary.
 
Also in another newspaper article I read that the State does not have the funds to
complete the construction of the I-69 corridor from Indianapolis to Evansville.  With
this in mind, why would we even want to consider construction of this U.S. 50
Bypass?
 
Don Robinson, 6180 N Private Rd 150W, North Vernon, In 47265 ph 812 346 4396

mailto:/O=PARSONS/OU=PAREXCH01/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DANIEL PREVOST
mailto:GPENCE@indot.IN.gov
mailto:Steve.Davidson@parsons.com
mailto:Tobias.Randolph@parsons.com
mailto:Alan.Ball@parsons.com
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U.S. 50 bypass project
Public meeting planned for Tuesday at JCHS

Bryce Mayer

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public meeting on the U.S. 50 bypass
project on Tuesday, April 5, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Pelkey Auditorium at Jennings County High
School.

The project, estimated at $50 million, involves a proposed new limited-access two-lane roadway
connecting U.S. 50 to SR 3 on the northwest side of North Vernon.

The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public on the progress made on the project to date and
allow an opportunity to ask questions and provide input. The meeting will be an open house format
allowing the community to view displays and talk with the project team about the project one-on-one.
At 6 p.m. a presentation will be given followed by a question-and-answer session.

INDOT officials and Parsons engineering firm planners are considering several variations in the new
road's route that would basically veer northeast from the current U.S. 50 near CR 450W and connect to
SR 3 near CR 350N.

The timetable calls for construction to begin as early as mid-2012.

Work on spot improvements on other portions of the exisiting U.S. 50 route between Seymour and CR
450W in Jennings County is scheduled to start later this year.

More information can be found on the Internet at the project's website,
in.gov/indot/div/projects/us50/northvernon/index.html/.

Work to begin next week on new SR 3 bridge

INDOT announced Tuesday that work will begin on or shortly after Monday, April 4, on the
replacement of the SR 3 bridge over Sand Creek north of North Vernon.

The bridge is located 4.56 miles north of SR 7.

The contractor will be flagging traffic at times throughout the day for delivery of materials and
equipment. Utility relocation will also be in process.

"Motorists should use caution when travelling through the area and watch for stopped traffic," said
Marvin Jenkins of INDOT.

Force Construction of Columbus was the winning bidder for the contract with a bid of $2,067,399.79.
The contract has a completion date of Dec. 2.

At a later date the highway will be closed with detours for the bridge replacement. INDOT and the
contractor will notify the public two weeks in advance of the closure.
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State still looking at bypass route options

Sharon Hamilton

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) continued to keep Jennings
County residents informed when it comes to the proposed U.S. 50 bypass project.

Tuesday evening at Jennings County High School another public meeting was
conducted and more information was presented to those in attendance, but the final
details won't be set until later this year.

The project has been divided into three sections of the proposed new limited access
two-lane highway that will follow a route from the current U.S. 50 at CR400W
northeast to SR 3 at CR 350N.

The south section covers an area beginning near Hayden, the middle is the portion
that comes into North Vernon and the northern section ends in the industrial park. 

When the discussion around the bypass began, there were four alternate directions
for each route. That number has been narrowed down to two over the past several
months, but no decision has been made as to which alternates will be used when
construction begins.

Construction on the six-mile road could begin as early as mid-2012. The total cost is
estimated at $50 million. That would include the acquisition of property involving 168
to 206 acres involving 20 to 34 residences and perhaps 1 business.

Analysis of each section of the bypass will continue by INDOT officials, planners with
the Parsons engineering firm and others before any final decision is made and
announced to concerned landowners.

Several of those in attendance Tuesday did say they thought the state would be
announcing a decision regarding the final details of the plan. INDOT officials said
they didn't want to make any quick decisions without fully analyzing the project.

At this meeting were real estate experts who were available for general questions
about how the state decides the value of a home and property. It was pointed out
that the state offers market value for any homes or land that were required to be
utilized as part of the project.

Information was also available on how help can be obtained when it comes to
relocating. Pamphlets regarding federal regulations on relocating property owners
were available at no charge for anyone who wanted the information.

Another public meeting will be held this summer. There will also be a public
comment period during that time.

Also at Tuesday's session, information was made available about spot improvements
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planned on U.S. 50 west of the bypass route between the Haines bridge and
Seymour. Some of that work, which will include adding passing and blister lanes to
portions of the highway, will begin later this year.

INDOT officials did announce at Tuesday's meeting that a new section had been
done on the Indian Creek bridge and it was found to be in satisfactory condition so it
would not have to be rebuilt.

Public meeting at

Seymour Thursday

INDOT is seeking public input on Indiana's draft Statewide Transportation
Improvement Plan and draft Long Range Transportation Plan.

The public and stakeholders are invited to learn more about, and participate in, the
short- and long-term transportation planning process at 1 to 5 p.m. Thursday, April 7,
at INDOT's Seymour Office, 185 Agrico Lane, Seymour.

A formal presentation specific to the Long-Range Transportation Plan will be held at
2 p.m. The rest of the open houses are informal, and citizens are invited to show up
at any time to speak with INDOT planners one-on-one or have public comments be
included in the official record.

Citizens can also review the draft documents and submit written comments through
INDOT's website. The draft Statewide Transportation Improvement Program is
posted at http://indot.IN.gov/2926.htm, while the draft Long Range Transportation
Plan will be posted to http://www.in.gov/indot/div/2035LongRangePlan.htm. A 30-day
public comment period is one of several public involvement steps in developing and
finalizing short- and long-range transportation plans.

INDOT is adopting a more flexible and opportunistic planning approach by identifying
transportation needs in the timeframe that capital improvement projects can be
developed. Short- and long-range transportation planning is designed to support the
state's economy and environment by selecting the most context appropriate
transportation solutions for moving people and freight. Public involvement in the
planning process is essential both to determine citizens' transportation priorities and
to develop an accountable, efficient transportation system.

Article Comment Submission Form

Please feel free to submit your comments.

Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each submission
must be approved by the Web site editor, who may edit content for
appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission while
the web site editor reviews and approves it. 
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U.S. 50 bypass route recommended 
 
Bryce Mayer 
 
Officials are moving closer to finalizing the 
route for the new U.S. 50 bypass in North 
Vernon. 
 
At a Community Advisory Committee meeting 
on Thursday, April 28, officials with the Indiana 
Department of Transportation and the Parsons 
engineering firm working on the project 
revealed details of a route they are 
recommending. 
 
The final route will not be announced until 
September with more tweaks to be made 
between now and then based on feedback 
from the CAG, which is made up of county and 
city officials, business owners and other 
individuals, and the general public. The new 
two-lane, limited-access highway will start west 
of North Vernon near the Haines Bridge at the CSXT rail line and end north of 
the city on SR 3 about 1,000 feet south of CR 350N, a distance of about six 
miles. The construction cost is estimated at $18.1 million. The latest proposal 
would result in 15 residential relocations. 
 
"We got very good, constructive feedback from the public at the last open 
house," said Dan Prevost, a principal planner with Parsons. 
 
Comments received at that April 5 meeting at Jennings County High School 
were used to make adjustments to the route and other elements of the project, 
including intersections with O&M Avenue or CR 150N and CR 200N. Planners, 
who had considered closing those two intersections, are recommending they 
be full four-way intersections with stop signs on the county roads. 
 
Another new recommendation is on the southwestern end of the new route 
calling for access roads to CR 400W north of the CSXT rail line. 
 
The new route would follow the railroad, then veer north going west of CR 
250W or Kipper Lane, intersecting SR 7 north of Stearns Plumbing, cutting 
north through CR 300N (where no intersection is planned), then looping 
eastward to end at SR 3 between the Metaldyne Industries plant and CR 350N.
 
"That makes more sense than some of the other proposals because CR 350N 
(which leads to North Vernon's Industrial Park II) is a valuable asset to the 
community," said Howard Malcomb, president of the Jennings County Council.
 
"That route also helps with a possible eastern bypass in the future," said 
INDOT's Gary Pence. 
 
Another public hearing and public comment period on the project will be held 
later this year, probably in September. Right-of-way acquisitions will then 
begin. 
 
Construction is tentatively scheduled to start next spring with the new road 
opening for traffic at the end of 2013. 

The map shows the proposed U.S. 
50 route that will run west and north 
of North Vernon.—Staff Graphic by 

Dylan Pulley
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Article Comment Submission Form 

 
Construction on spot improvements on parts of the existing U.S. 50 in Jennings 
County are scheduled to begin as early as later this year. 
 

 

 
 

Reader Comments 

 
Posted: Friday, May 06, 2011 
Article comment by: Joshua Shafer 
 
Do it occur to anyone else that routing traffic down Highway 3 through town 
onto Highway 7, will only make traffic congestion worse at the intersection of 
Highway 50 and State Street? Doesn't this completely defeat the purpose of 
routing trucking/military traffic away from downtown? The only thing this will 
accomplish is taking traffic from in front of the schools. Instead of building a 
half a by-pass at all, the money should be used for other projects that could 
actually benefit the area. Unless we make a complete loop around North 
Vernon, this project is simply wasted money. Has anyone who thought up this 
plan been on State Street at 5:00 pm? If they have, they would note that traffic 
is already terrible that time of day, and they are proposing to make it worse. 
 

Please feel free to submit your comments. 
 
Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each 
submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who may edit content 
for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission 
while the web site editor reviews and approves it.  
 
Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for 
our use only, and will not be attached to your comment. 

Name:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Passcode: This form will not send your comment unless you copy exactly the passcode 
seen below into the text field. This is an anti-spam device to help reduce the 
automated email spam coming through this form.  
 

  

Please copy the passcode exactly
- it is case sensitive.

Message:
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INDOT offering bypass meeting
April 01, 2011 12:48 AM

TRIBUNE REPORTS

Indiana Department of Transportation plans to hold a public
meeting on a proposed new roadway connecting U.S. 50 to
Indiana 3 on the west side of North Vernon.

It will be held from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday at Jennings
County High School, 800 W. Walnut St., North Vernon.

The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public of the
progress made on the project to date and allow an opportunity
to ask questions and provide input. The meeting will be an
open house format, allowing the community to view displays
and talk with the project team about the project one-on-one.
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U.S. 50 bypass project
Public meeting planned for Tuesday at JCHS

Bryce Mayer

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) will hold a public meeting on the U.S. 50 bypass
project on Tuesday, April 5, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Pelkey Auditorium at Jennings County High
School.

The project, estimated at $50 million, involves a proposed new limited-access two-lane roadway
connecting U.S. 50 to SR 3 on the northwest side of North Vernon.

The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public on the progress made on the project to date and
allow an opportunity to ask questions and provide input. The meeting will be an open house format
allowing the community to view displays and talk with the project team about the project one-on-one.
At 6 p.m. a presentation will be given followed by a question-and-answer session.

INDOT officials and Parsons engineering firm planners are considering several variations in the new
road's route that would basically veer northeast from the current U.S. 50 near CR 450W and connect to
SR 3 near CR 350N.

The timetable calls for construction to begin as early as mid-2012.

Work on spot improvements on other portions of the exisiting U.S. 50 route between Seymour and CR
450W in Jennings County is scheduled to start later this year.

More information can be found on the Internet at the project's website,
in.gov/indot/div/projects/us50/northvernon/index.html/.

Work to begin next week on new SR 3 bridge

INDOT announced Tuesday that work will begin on or shortly after Monday, April 4, on the
replacement of the SR 3 bridge over Sand Creek north of North Vernon.

The bridge is located 4.56 miles north of SR 7.

The contractor will be flagging traffic at times throughout the day for delivery of materials and
equipment. Utility relocation will also be in process.

"Motorists should use caution when travelling through the area and watch for stopped traffic," said
Marvin Jenkins of INDOT.

Force Construction of Columbus was the winning bidder for the contract with a bid of $2,067,399.79.
The contract has a completion date of Dec. 2.

At a later date the highway will be closed with detours for the bridge replacement. INDOT and the
contractor will notify the public two weeks in advance of the closure.
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State still looking at bypass route options

Sharon Hamilton

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) continued to keep Jennings
County residents informed when it comes to the proposed U.S. 50 bypass project.

Tuesday evening at Jennings County High School another public meeting was
conducted and more information was presented to those in attendance, but the final
details won't be set until later this year.

The project has been divided into three sections of the proposed new limited access
two-lane highway that will follow a route from the current U.S. 50 at CR400W
northeast to SR 3 at CR 350N.

The south section covers an area beginning near Hayden, the middle is the portion
that comes into North Vernon and the northern section ends in the industrial park. 

When the discussion around the bypass began, there were four alternate directions
for each route. That number has been narrowed down to two over the past several
months, but no decision has been made as to which alternates will be used when
construction begins.

Construction on the six-mile road could begin as early as mid-2012. The total cost is
estimated at $50 million. That would include the acquisition of property involving 168
to 206 acres involving 20 to 34 residences and perhaps 1 business.

Analysis of each section of the bypass will continue by INDOT officials, planners with
the Parsons engineering firm and others before any final decision is made and
announced to concerned landowners.

Several of those in attendance Tuesday did say they thought the state would be
announcing a decision regarding the final details of the plan. INDOT officials said
they didn't want to make any quick decisions without fully analyzing the project.

At this meeting were real estate experts who were available for general questions
about how the state decides the value of a home and property. It was pointed out
that the state offers market value for any homes or land that were required to be
utilized as part of the project.

Information was also available on how help can be obtained when it comes to
relocating. Pamphlets regarding federal regulations on relocating property owners
were available at no charge for anyone who wanted the information.

Another public meeting will be held this summer. There will also be a public
comment period during that time.

Also at Tuesday's session, information was made available about spot improvements
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planned on U.S. 50 west of the bypass route between the Haines bridge and
Seymour. Some of that work, which will include adding passing and blister lanes to
portions of the highway, will begin later this year.

INDOT officials did announce at Tuesday's meeting that a new section had been
done on the Indian Creek bridge and it was found to be in satisfactory condition so it
would not have to be rebuilt.

Public meeting at

Seymour Thursday

INDOT is seeking public input on Indiana's draft Statewide Transportation
Improvement Plan and draft Long Range Transportation Plan.

The public and stakeholders are invited to learn more about, and participate in, the
short- and long-term transportation planning process at 1 to 5 p.m. Thursday, April 7,
at INDOT's Seymour Office, 185 Agrico Lane, Seymour.

A formal presentation specific to the Long-Range Transportation Plan will be held at
2 p.m. The rest of the open houses are informal, and citizens are invited to show up
at any time to speak with INDOT planners one-on-one or have public comments be
included in the official record.

Citizens can also review the draft documents and submit written comments through
INDOT's website. The draft Statewide Transportation Improvement Program is
posted at http://indot.IN.gov/2926.htm, while the draft Long Range Transportation
Plan will be posted to http://www.in.gov/indot/div/2035LongRangePlan.htm. A 30-day
public comment period is one of several public involvement steps in developing and
finalizing short- and long-range transportation plans.

INDOT is adopting a more flexible and opportunistic planning approach by identifying
transportation needs in the timeframe that capital improvement projects can be
developed. Short- and long-range transportation planning is designed to support the
state's economy and environment by selecting the most context appropriate
transportation solutions for moving people and freight. Public involvement in the
planning process is essential both to determine citizens' transportation priorities and
to develop an accountable, efficient transportation system.
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- it is case sensitive.
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U.S. 50 bypass route recommended 
 
Bryce Mayer 
 
Officials are moving closer to finalizing the 
route for the new U.S. 50 bypass in North 
Vernon. 
 
At a Community Advisory Committee meeting 
on Thursday, April 28, officials with the Indiana 
Department of Transportation and the Parsons 
engineering firm working on the project 
revealed details of a route they are 
recommending. 
 
The final route will not be announced until 
September with more tweaks to be made 
between now and then based on feedback 
from the CAG, which is made up of county and 
city officials, business owners and other 
individuals, and the general public. The new 
two-lane, limited-access highway will start west 
of North Vernon near the Haines Bridge at the CSXT rail line and end north of 
the city on SR 3 about 1,000 feet south of CR 350N, a distance of about six 
miles. The construction cost is estimated at $18.1 million. The latest proposal 
would result in 15 residential relocations. 
 
"We got very good, constructive feedback from the public at the last open 
house," said Dan Prevost, a principal planner with Parsons. 
 
Comments received at that April 5 meeting at Jennings County High School 
were used to make adjustments to the route and other elements of the project, 
including intersections with O&M Avenue or CR 150N and CR 200N. Planners, 
who had considered closing those two intersections, are recommending they 
be full four-way intersections with stop signs on the county roads. 
 
Another new recommendation is on the southwestern end of the new route 
calling for access roads to CR 400W north of the CSXT rail line. 
 
The new route would follow the railroad, then veer north going west of CR 
250W or Kipper Lane, intersecting SR 7 north of Stearns Plumbing, cutting 
north through CR 300N (where no intersection is planned), then looping 
eastward to end at SR 3 between the Metaldyne Industries plant and CR 350N.
 
"That makes more sense than some of the other proposals because CR 350N 
(which leads to North Vernon's Industrial Park II) is a valuable asset to the 
community," said Howard Malcomb, president of the Jennings County Council.
 
"That route also helps with a possible eastern bypass in the future," said 
INDOT's Gary Pence. 
 
Another public hearing and public comment period on the project will be held 
later this year, probably in September. Right-of-way acquisitions will then 
begin. 
 
Construction is tentatively scheduled to start next spring with the new road 
opening for traffic at the end of 2013. 

The map shows the proposed U.S. 
50 route that will run west and north 
of North Vernon.—Staff Graphic by 

Dylan Pulley
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Article Comment Submission Form 

 
Construction on spot improvements on parts of the existing U.S. 50 in Jennings 
County are scheduled to begin as early as later this year. 
 

 

 
 

Reader Comments 

 
Posted: Friday, May 06, 2011 
Article comment by: Joshua Shafer 
 
Do it occur to anyone else that routing traffic down Highway 3 through town 
onto Highway 7, will only make traffic congestion worse at the intersection of 
Highway 50 and State Street? Doesn't this completely defeat the purpose of 
routing trucking/military traffic away from downtown? The only thing this will 
accomplish is taking traffic from in front of the schools. Instead of building a 
half a by-pass at all, the money should be used for other projects that could 
actually benefit the area. Unless we make a complete loop around North 
Vernon, this project is simply wasted money. Has anyone who thought up this 
plan been on State Street at 5:00 pm? If they have, they would note that traffic 
is already terrible that time of day, and they are proposing to make it worse. 
 

Please feel free to submit your comments. 
 
Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each 
submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who may edit content 
for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission 
while the web site editor reviews and approves it.  
 
Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for 
our use only, and will not be attached to your comment. 

Name:

Telephone:

E-mail:

Passcode: This form will not send your comment unless you copy exactly the passcode 
seen below into the text field. This is an anti-spam device to help reduce the 
automated email spam coming through this form.  
 

  

Please copy the passcode exactly
- it is case sensitive.

Message:
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TRIBUNE REPORTS

Indiana Department of Transportation plans to hold a public
meeting on a proposed new roadway connecting U.S. 50 to
Indiana 3 on the west side of North Vernon.

It will be held from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday at Jennings
County High School, 800 W. Walnut St., North Vernon.

The purpose of the meeting is to inform the public of the
progress made on the project to date and allow an opportunity
to ask questions and provide input. The meeting will be an
open house format, allowing the community to view displays
and talk with the project team about the project one-on-one.
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