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I-69 expected to be open from Evansville to Bloomington in 2014, years ahead 
of schedule 
 
 
EVANSVILLE (May 19, 2010) – Governor Mitch Daniels said today construction of Interstate 
69 is ahead of schedule and on-budget and should be open to traffic from Evansville to 
Bloomington by the end of 2014. 
 
Construction of Sections 1 to 3 from Evansville to Crane will be completed by the end of 2012, a 
three-year acceleration from the previous target of 2015. On Section 4, from Crane to 
Bloomington, previous plans estimated construction would not even begin until sometime 
between 2016 and 2020. 
 
“The completion of the I-69 dream is nearer than anyone ever imagined. Completion to Bloomington will 
be years ahead of what anyone originally thought could be accomplished. Having this asset in place 
sooner means more jobs in Indiana, corner to corner,” said Daniels, who made the announcement along 
the first completed stretch of I-69 pavement near Evansville. 
 
Estimates that I-69 could be built from Evansville to Crane for about $700 million are on target 
because bids have come in lower than expected and INDOT has used innovative techniques to 
design and build the road. For example, INDOT has been completing work concurrently instead 
of consecutively to improve speed and contracts are bid with alternate and option pavement 
designs for increased price competition. 
 
“INDOT is working smarter and faster, and now, when most states are too broke to build 
anything, is a great time to be in high gear. We’re getting ‘cost underruns’ that are keeping I-69 
well within budget,” said Daniels. 
 
The governor also announced: 

 The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has issued final approval of 
environmental studies for I-69 Section 2, from Oakland City to Washington, and Section 
3, from Washington to Crane. INDOT has secured all of the approvals needed to move 
ahead with highway design and land acquisition activities, and begin construction. 

 INDOT has awarded contracts for six miles of I-69 in Daviess County. The bid was 30 
percent under estimates. Other contract bids have had similar results, and all have been 
awarded to Indiana companies. 

 Within the next 45 days, the Indiana Department of Transportation expects to publish the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for I-69 between Crane and Bloomington. 



Construction could start as early as summer 2011, with all 27 miles underway by the end 
of 2012. 

 Over the next seven months the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) plans to 
bid nine contracts, forming a combined construction zone that will measure roughly 400 
feet wide by 65 miles long, and stretch across Gibson, Pike, Daviess and Greene counties. 
Four of the contracts will combine highway design and construction to condense the 
overall delivery timeline.   

 
“As construction hits full gear in 2011, I-69 will form the longest contiguous new interstate 
construction project in the country,” Daniels said. 
 
INDOT opened the first two miles of I-69 in September and construction in the area continues.  

 
INDOT FACTS 
 
Record-breaking spending 
 

 Since the start of the governor’s Major Moves initiative in 2006, INDOT has invested 
nearly $5.3 billion in new construction and preservation of existing roads. This is a 65 
percent increase versus the comparable period ending in 2004 but there has been no 
borrowing. 

 INDOT plans to spend $1 billion to $1.4 billion in new construction in each of the next 
three years, more than doubling the amount spent historically. 

 Contracts being awarded for the I-69 project all have been 25 percent to 35 percent less 
than estimates. 

 
Accomplishments through 2009 

 50 corridors are complete or nearly complete 
 2,000 miles or 18 percent of state highways have been resurfaced 
 150 new centerline miles have been added 

 
A look at what’s ahead through 2012 

 74 corridors will be completed or under construction 
 3,220 miles or 29 percent of state highways will be resurfaced 
 353 new centerline miles will be completed 
 941 bridges will be rehabbed or replaced 

 
Interstate 69 

 The first contract for Section 1 was let in 2008. It was under budget and is being 
completed on time.  

 Two contracts were let in February that both came in 35 percent under budget. A contract 
for 6 miles of new road in Daviess County awarded several weeks ago came in 30 percent 
below estimates. 

 The Federal Highway Administration granted the Record of Decision for Section 3 
(Washington to Crane) in January and for Section 2 (Oakland City to Washington) in the 
past several weeks. The state has all approvals needed for construction on these sections. 



 Within the next 45 days, INDOT expects to receive the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement for Section 4 (Crane to Bloomington). Public hearings will be conducted in the 
summer, and a Record of Decision could be awarded in spring 2011. 

 Construction on sections 1 to 3 should be completed by the end of 2012 at a cost close to 
the original estimate of $700 million.  

 Construction on Section 4 should be completed by the end of 2014. 
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