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Thank you for attending this public hearing regarding the proposed S.R. 46 Bridge Project over Eel River in
Clay County. Please submit comments by using the space provided below. INDOT appreciates your attendance
and participation this evening. INDOT respectfully requests comments be submitted by Friday, August 21,
2015 for inclusion into the official hearings transcript / public record.
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Final public hearing for Bowling Green bridge set for Aug,.
5

Friday, July 17, 2015
By FRANK PHILLIPS, Times Reporter

. Phone: (812) 443-2221
briann (@ brazilingoy

Contributed photo. Bowling Green
bridge.

All those interested in the fate of the Bowling Green bridge across the Eel River on S.R.
46 will have another opportunity to comment on the bridge's fate. The Indiana
Department of Transportation (INDOT) has scheduled a public hearing at 6 p.m., Aug. 5
at Center Point United Methodist Church, 200 S. Cherry St., Center Point.

In addition to comments, INDOT has requested a responsible party to step forward and
commit to owning and maintaining the bridge. To date, that has not happened.

"This public hearing will be the last opportunity for a responsible party to step forward
and provide the necessary sureties to obtain ownership of the bridge," stated the legal
notice.

The notice states relocating the bridge to a new location "the preferred alternative.”

However, that plan has been met with mixed reaction by Clay County residents who
commented following an earlier meeting in Bowling Green. Those who oppose moving
the bridge have said they want to see the historic bridge remain in place along side a new
bridge.

Meanwhile, comments on the bridge relocation are being requested by INDOT to fulfill
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act that requires "Federal agencies to
take into account the effects of their undertakings on historic properties,” the legal
notice stated. Comments are requested no later than Aug. 6 and must be received no
later than Aug, 21.

Comments may be sent to Dan Prevost, Parsons, 101 W, Ohio St., Suite 2121,
Indianapolis, TN 46204, to Daniel. Prevost@Parsons.com or by calling 317-616-1017.

http://www.thebraziltimes.com/story/2214236.html 7/17/2015
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The "No Historic Properties Affected,” environmental impact and preliminary design
plans for the project can be viewed at the Brazil Public Library, 204 N, Walnut St.,
Brazil, INDOT hearings office, Room NG42, Indiana Government Center North, 100 N.
Senate Ave., Indianapolis, at the INDOT, Crawfordsville District office, 41 W, 300N,
Crawfordsville and other locations.

Respond to this story
Posting a comment requires free registration:’

« Ifyou already have an account, follow this link to login
« Otherwise, follow this link to register

... Page?2of2

"Homa | News | Sporls | Records | Obluaries | Opinion | Blogs | Calendar | Classifieds
© 2015 Brazil Times | Contact Us | Terms of Service | Media Pariners | Search

Stz cililEe s e sl wloode el licswn anaalabi o IOV AL Lagans]

TM7Nnt1 g




INDOT and a community ponder future of Bowling Green bridge ~ Terre Haute Tribune S... Page 1 of 5

About Us Contact Us App Downloads e-Edition Login

o, el uie. 3, 000 bonus paiats.

F Book this summer and get ”"‘:ﬁt‘:i:q;—}

Subscribe News

| Home

Sports Classifieds

Community I Opinion Obituaries

Shop i Public Notices

() Terre Haute, IN ﬁ%ﬂwm

INDOT and a community ponder | 81°F
fUture Of BOWIing Green bridge Get your local daily nows, spacial offers

I . & more delivered right to your Inbox!
[ 0o . -- . L 2 ) SIGN UP HOW >

Home  News Local News

Story  Image (7} Print Fonl Size: Advanced Search

Search this site... i m

Posted: Thursday, August 8, 2015 5:44 pm

By Dianne Frances D. Powell Tribune-Star

7] Posted on Aug 6, 2015 Since 1935, a two-span,

i g bl "
| i two-lane steel truss i
H i bridge has carried traffic —~

‘ by Dianne Frances D Powell ~ OVEr the Eel River at the :

west edge of the tiny

fown of Bowling Green
in Clay County, Itis a bridge that been heavily used all of
those 80 years by trucks and travelers connecting
between Terre Haute and points west and Bloomington
and points east on Indiana 46. From Model-As to SUVs,
farm frucks to molorcycles, the bridge has seen it all,

INDOT and a community ponder Because of its role, the bridge is listed on the’ Nafional ng.j,ﬁ 0&&) fm &}&g!

Register of Historic Places for ils transportation

Mure kformatlon!

{9quosqng |
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future of Bowling Green bridge significance in the settlement and development of Clay
County.
Tribune-StarfJoseph C. Garza The bridge between Terre Haule ; ‘- P 'r"i—:- h
and Bloominglon: The Indiana 46 bridge over the Eel River atthe  And from the Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory project, FIND&@%}S‘.}:@
wesl edge of Bowling Green in Clay Counly is heavily used. the bridge has been determined io be of Select slalus, a . -
status that means it cannol be deslroyed, according to [ Coupon Deals |
the Indiana Department of Transportation. T N S AR !
So what to do with the bridge's steel supersiructure and [ Newspaper Ads l
a concrete deck, as INDOT helieves it now needs to be
replaced? . ADVERTISERS
500 AUTOMOTIVE
The two allernatives — one would keep ihe bridge in ﬁ;i?::?,fﬁtgflsnn HEARING A
tewn, another would relocale it — were discussed in AmericanSenior Communities (2)
a public hearing involving about 85 residents on ANTHONY SQUARE Senior Living
Wednesday at the Center Point United Methodist BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY HOMESERVICES
Church, The hearing, conducted by the Indiana Bethesda Gardens
Department of Transportation, was parl of a listening period; public comments on the project are being sought for the Bower's 7TH & 70 LIQUOR k4
next two weeks, LC"'“HN 21

INDOT officials and representalives of the engineering firm, Parsons Corp., a consultant hired by INDOT for the
project, told the members of the public who attended Wednesday's hearing that substantial work needs to be done
on the bridge because it has been experencing structural deterioration — such as damaged sway bracing and
rusting in various parts — and hydraulics issues.

And the river's movement to the west over the years has created erosion and abutment t:on::ems. said Daniel
Prevost, Parsons' environmental lead, in explaining the hydraulics concerns.

The project purpose is simple: "To provide a safe and structurally sufficient bridge," according to the presenters.
Other desired outcomes are to produce a road/bridge with standard lane widths/shoulders, improvement of the
intersection at County Road 475 East, which Is currently very close to the bridge, and a standard guardrail. The hope
is to do this with minimal closures for construction, inspeclion and repair, according to the presentation at the
hearing.

Two alternatives

0 comments

http://www.tribstar.com/news/local news/indot-and-a-community-ponder-future-of-bowlin...  8/7/2015
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INDOT and a community ponder future of Bowling Green bridge

1ells us about our lives," said Lankford.

hitp://www.tribstar.com/news/local news/indot-and-a-community-ponder-future-of-bowlin...  8/7/2015
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Residents hope for future of historic bridge, “a
part of home”

B By Sara Schaefer (http://wthitv.com/author/sara-schaefer/)
Published: August 5, 2015, 4:04 pm | Updated: August 5, 2015, 10:34 pm

BOWLING GREEN, Ind. (WTHI) - The Clay County bridge carrying State Road 46 over the

Eel River is one of Indiana’s historic bridges.

A lot of people have childhood memories there.

“It's part of my whole life. It's been there all my life and my family’s life and it's just been
an important part. It's a part of home,” Nancy Lankford said. Lankford's grandfather
helped build the bridge.

Debbie Calder with Indiana Department of Transportation says structural deficiencies

http://wthitv.com/2015/08/05/public-invited-to-meeting-regarding-plans-for-historic-bridge/  8/6/2015
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could mean a new future for the bridge.

“We want a safe bridge for people to drive over and maintain traffic flow to maintain in

‘this area until we can get thg new one built in 2018,” she said.

A presentation from INDOT shows it could be moved or rehabilitated.

But many local residents are paésionate about saving it.

“It's historical. [t’; a monumen_t of steel. It should not change,” T Clark said.

“Everybody sacrificed for that and when it's gone well then you don't see that sacrifice

anymore, there’'s nothing to remember,” Lankford said.
It's a connection planners say they understand.

“It really hit me when one lady said when we drive over that bridge we're home and you
know it does it. It makes a lot of sense. So definitely we will take all of those into

consideration,” Calder said,
But Calder says something has to be done.
Residents just hope they can hold on to the bridge for as long as they can.

“We need a new hridge. No question. But the old bridge can stay right where it is. At
home,” Lankford said.

INDOT's deadline for reuse proposals is August 21st.
They have final documents ready by this fall.

Many will be waiting,.
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Bowling Green bridge before its future is decided ' 1/2 price Lunch & Dinner
Comho Appstuels "
Wednesday, August 5, 2015 a7pms, M, T, W, Th Qutdoor Dining
By FRANK PHILLIPS, Times Reporter hﬁgusl 2-0'1 5 S e ok
New Pariy Loft
CENTER POINT -- It will be some time before the public is made aware of the fate of the Q_ELEBHATI"G 7"“
bridge over the Eel River on S.R. 46 at Bowling Green. Bannuet Room

FIRST RESPONDERS” |
A public hearing was conducted in the Center Point United Methodist Church -
Wednesday night that was attended by more than a hundred people.

It was for review and for additional public mput said INDOT's Riclie Clark, who
chaired the meeting.

A similar meeting was held in Bowling Green in January and Clark said the information | CG P u pu s

presented Wednesday would be much the same.

CarBumus Greal.,, Greal., CarG Graal.,

Those in attendance were given an update on the project and were told that moving the
bridge to Brown County is still the "preferred alternative” though "no decision has been
made," according to Tony Jones, the project manager.

‘The number of possible alternatives has been reduced to two, said Dan Prevost of - - - !
10 Tundra Toyols 1% §Class *10 Tacoma Toyola

Parsons Transportation. Mo aans
Those alternatives are: 1) To build a new bridge and bypass the historic bridge and leave 522 128.00 $40 152.00 $1 3,357 00
it in place for non-vehicular use or 2) Build a new bridge and move the historie bridge to

Brown County for installation on the Salt Creek Trail.

Several people spoke in favor of keeping the bridge in Bowling Green and no one spoke
in favor of moving the bridge.

Prevost said the estimated costs of the two options were so close that expense would not.
be in a factor in INDOT's decision.

The estimate to leave the historic bridge in place, and build a new bridge 5 to 8 feet
south of it, is $10.2 million and the cost to build a new bridge and move the historic
bridge to Brown ' County is estimated to be $9.6 million. The cost to keep the bridge in
place is higher because the road will have to be moved and there will be other expenses,
Prevost said.

"Issues are not insurmountable, but would increase future maintenance requirements,”
Prevost added.

It is possible to incorporate a river access point into the project, he said. That is a feature
that has been promoted by those who favor keeping the bridge at Bowling Green.

Comments on the bridge project can be mailed to Dan Prevost, PARSONS, 101 W. Ohio
St., Suite 2121, Indianapolis, IN 46204, phoned in to 317-6161-1017 or sent by email to
Daniel. Prevost@Parsons.com or to relark@indot.in.gov.

Questions may be directed to the INDOT Crawfordsville District Office Customer Service
Center at 888-924-6368 or by email at westcentralindiana@indot.in.gov.

Comments are requested by Aug,. 21.

On Tuesday, the Clay Community Parks Association and the Clay County
Commissioners signed a memorandum of understanding to take ownership of the
bridge. The memorandum states that the County will not incur any expense for the
bridge and that the Parks Association will raise money through grants and other means
to maintain the bridge.

The Parks Association and INDOT have scheduled a meeting to d]scuss the possible
transfer of ownership.

hitp://www.thebraziltimes.com/story/2219559.html 8/6/2015
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On an unspecified future date, a decision will be made public by INDOT concerning the
fate of the historic bridge now located on the site of Clay County's first settlement.

Respond to this story

Posting a comment requires free registration:

+ If you already have an account, follow this link to login
« Otherwise, follow this link to register
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BOWLING GREEN, Ind.

The fate of one historic Wabash Valley bridge is still unknown, but not for long.

On Wednesday, INDOT hosted its final public meeting regarding the State Road 46 bridge.
The bridge-is in BoWIing Green, Clay County.

In January, INDOT held a public meeting to inform the public about two options.

They include moving the truss to Brown County or keeping it in its current location and building a new bridge
‘to the south.

At that meeting, many favored the relocation option. But Wednesday, many residents voiced their support to
keep the bridge in the county. '

"The bridge has some structural deficiencies that were shown here in the PowerPoint presentation," said
INDOT's Debbie Calder. "So that's something that we have to consider. We want a safe bridge for people to

drive over and maintain traffic flow through this area until we can get the new one built in 2018."

August 21st is the deadline for resident to submit their concerns to INDOT. They will then decide how the
bridge will be used in the next couple of months.

http://www.mywabashvalley.com/news/fate-of-bridge-coming-soon 8/6/2015




Clark, Rickie

From: Vickie Mace [vmace72@gmail.com]
Sent: Friday, August 21, 2015 12:05 AM
To: Clark, Rickie; Prevost, Daniel
Subject: Comment Letter Attached

Attachments: Dan Mace Comment Letter.pdf

*** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email, ****
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Clark, Rickie

From: Vickie Mace [vmace72@gmail.com]
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 11:50 PM
To: Prevost, Daniel; Kennedy, Mary; Clark, Rickie
" Subject: Comments: Bowling Green Bridge
Attachments: : Brazil Times_ Local News_ Brown County named among best mountain biking destinations

(08_13_15).html; HMBA Fees.pdf; INDOT No Build.pdf; INDOT Ellie Email.pdf; INDOT
Parson April 2013.pdf; INDOT BC.pdf; Salt Creek 1.8 Mil.pdf; INDOT SCR Fed Figures.pdf;
BR Co Not Giving Up.pdf; BC Gets Bridge.pdf;, BC 650,000 (2).pdf; INDOT SC Sheet.pdf; Trib
Star Editorial August 12.pdf; INDOT MKEN Jan 16. 15 Parameters.pdf;, COMMENTS
INDOT.doc

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

My typewritten comments are included in these attachments,
which go with my statement.

Thank you,

Vickie Mace
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$650,000 to help Salt Creek Trail in Brown
County
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The Republic

By Kirk Johannesen, The Republic . el
Inckana Business
johanessen@therepublic.com Research Center
Brown County has received a $650,400 grant from Indiana Department of
Transporiation to complete its Salt Creek Trail project.

Salt Creek Trail is a 12-footwide, 2.5-mile-long paved trail that connects Nashville to
Brown County State Park, The project started in 2002 as part of a long-range plan by
Brown County Parks and Recreation Department.

When completed, the trail will link Nashville, Brown County YMCA, regional medical
offices of the Columbus and Bloomington hospitals, the school corporation's athletic fields
at Eagle Park, Brown County State Park, several major hotels and Brown County High
School.

The grant requires the county to raise 20 percent of the funds - about $155,000 - to
use the full $650,400.

The project has three phases:

« Phase I- Jefferson Street to Brown County YMCA. Funded with $1 million grant from
INDOT and $250,000 local funding. Scheduled to start in late 2009 or early 2010 and take
two months to complete,

» Phase 2 - North bank of Salt Creek from Jefferson Street (behind CVS Pharmacy) to the
north entrance of Brown County State Park. Funded by $650,400 INDOT grant.

« Phase 3 - From north entrance of Brawn County State Park to the west boundary of
Eagle Park, Funded with a $725,000 grant from Indiana Department of Natural Resources.
Scheduled to start in spring 2009 and take two months,

. After the trail is built, the county will pursue another project, which will link the high
school to the trail with a pathway under Indiana 46 near the Salt Creelc shopping plaza.

Related Stories:

= Quick progress has been made on Elkhart County's PLlrnpkmvme Nature Trail

Article Comment Submission Form

Please feel free to submil your comments.

Arlicle commenls are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each submission must be approved by
the Web site editor, who may edit content for approprialeness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours
for any submission while the web site edilor reviews and approwes it.

Note; All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for eur use only, and will not
be altached to your comment.
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COMMENTS: INDOT MEETING BOWLING GREEN BRIDGE AUGUST 5, 2015
To Whom It May Concern,

As a Historian and President of the Clay County Historical Society, I could elaborate
even more on the history of this great bridge that has stood as a monument to a time

past that was built in the depression years. A time of hardships, but always a sense

of community among the people of Clay County. But since everyone else has covered
the history, many times, I want to talk about the future! What could the future hold

for our community in the years to come?! I just know that this is the first time my family
has really been involved with anything I've been a part of and that is because they

see a chance to save a Landmark of beauty and a valuable piece of history for future
generations, for their children’s children They can see this bridge restored in all its glory!
They can see people fishing off the sides, the picnic area and a boat ramp that will finally
allow public access to this river for all the people to enjoy. The very river their
grandfather spent much time in fishing and they want to honor this bridge. Who can
drive across this bridge and not slow down to enjoy this work of architecture built by the
PWA workers from the Depression Era, as you try to catch a glimpse of the river below?
Tt’s a work of art that was essential to allow traffic to travel from Terre Haute to
Bloomington. Essential to commerce in the southern part of the state. Still to this day
essential to our community, not only as a transportation mode, but as a bridge connecting
communities. :

Concerned preservationists placed this very bridge on the National Register of Historic
Place in 2000 because they respected this bridge for what it has meant to this county, and
now INDOT comes along and wants to strip this regal bridge, the last of its type built

by the Vincennes Bridge Company in the state of Indiana, of this designation? The very
State that said this bridge was worthy of this recognition? I think we need to address
how we got to this point in time! '

I have been working on a timeline as to how/why the residents of Clay County were

left out of INDOT’s plans to move this bridge to Brown County almost right

out from underneath our noses. To be perfectly honest, they have almost succeeded!

If it had not been for concerned consulting parties that attended that December 4,2014
meeting in Indianapolis on a cold icy day and demanded that a meeting be held locally
for the Clay County residents to have input into the fate of this historic bridge. I can only
hit on the highlights for this purpose of comments as to the points I want to make about
the way that INDOT has poorly handled this project. Clay County people were left, (I
believe purposely) out of the loop when the scope of this bridge changed.

We have been made to wait for pertinent information from the Crawfordsville office that
was necessary for us to help us find a group that would work with the county, I believe
that we have even been bullied on several levels, one of which being that INDOT was
not wanting to give us more time, after all, Salt Creek has been working on

their project for almost 13 years, and we were barely able to get 6 months?




2009~Let us go back to 2009 (Sept 8) when it was still on the list as a rehabilation
project. I still have not uncovered the paper work that gives me the answers as to what
caused this Project changed scope. Iknow the why, it was lack of maintenance on
INDOT’s part. I have in hand an email from an Ellie Decimeter stating that she FELT
Clay County did not want to take over a new park??? There are all kinds of concerns for
me with this.#1 Who’s talking about a park, this is a National Register Bridge? #2
Whom did she talk too? There is no mention of a name of anyone. How did this develop
into "a Commissioner said”. #3 1 do believe that the only people who can speak for the
county as a whole is the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS and we have searched, there is
NOTHING in the commissioners minutes. So is this even legal?

November 3, 2010 DNR letter to Staffan Peterson Project to remedy the deteriorating
Condition of Bridge No, 046-11-01316A SR 46 over Eel River

In August of 2011 the bridge was still schedule for rehabilitation as a letter was sent
to the FIIWA regarding that status.

September 28, 2011 Letter from James Glass, DNR to Staffan Peterson INDOT
bridge was still a rehab.

Nothing else is found until March 2013 when Dale Brier, Streams and Trails Chief
of the Division of OQutdoor Recreation but the Bowling Green Bridge up for grabs.

April 10, 2013 Parsons held a meeting with INDOT about getting rid of the Bowling
Green Bridge, it was stated on page 2 par 6, “Patrick had mentioned we will NOT
have to post announcement signs on site as we do for other historic bridges since a
new owner has already been identified. We will, however, be required to have a
hearing.”

November 21, 2014 Notice went out to consulting parties of an INDOT meeting

in Indianapolis on December 4, 2014. Thanks to Indiana Landmarks a local

hearing was set for January 29,2015 in Bowling Green. Comments due by March 6.
Mark Dollase of Landmarks requested a time-line to discover why there was no
notification of consulting parties before November 21, 2014 advising of the change
of rehab to new bridge. To date, that time-line has not been supplied as asked from
Parsons.

February 5, 2015 Clay County was given a 6 month grace period to secure a group, with
next hearing to be set first week in August.

August 5, 2015 Meeting held in Center Point, Indiana. Clay County now has a group in
place with an interlocal agreement with the Commissioners of Clay County. Comments
due by August 21, 2015. Meeting set with county for August 14 at Brazil City Hall.

(I find it interesting that only 16 days was given for comments)




July 17, 2015 “Relocation of Historic Bridge on Salt Creek Trail” ~ in this document I
find on Page 6

NO BUILD ALTERNATIVE

The “No Build” alternative would have no associated costs or environmental impacts.
However, IDNR and Brown County have demonstrated a persistent desire to establish

a multi-use trail between Nashville and Brown County State Park, as demonstrated by the
approval CE for Des. No. 0401053, the completion of Phase I of the Trail, and their
request to incorporate the SR 46 bridge into the remaining phases of the Salt Creek Trail
system. The previously approved environmental document for the trail system has
established the appropriate need for the trail and the related crossings of Salt Creek,
therefore, the “No Build” alternative has not been given any further consideration.

So I believe in “other words” that IDNR and Brown County wants this bridge for

their BIKING TRAIL (see HMBA article and August 13 , 2015 Brazil Times Article)

to extend either/and their Mountain Bike Trails or get the Cyclists off their narrow
drives, so INDOT is willing to build Clay County a new bridge with little or no

regard to the National Register Status of our present bridge. #1 Did you know the speed
limit in BCSP is now 30 MPH to accommodate the speed of these cyclists? 2. Did

you know that DNR parks systems is facing a 3 million dollar deficit but they have given
HMBA $725,000 to build mountain trails in BCSP and the bikers are complaining about
a $20 per year bike pass that goes in to affect in November of 20157

Another problem for me is in the February 24, 2015 DNR Letter of Intent for the Bridge
A, which is destined for the Brown County State Park. In this letter John Davis states,
“Both spans will be utilized as PEDESTRIAN bridges and open to the public”. We
have also read that part of Bridge Span B will be in Eagle park and on Brown County

School Property, (of which meetings about this agreement were held in executive session
behind closed doors).

Enclosed please find an article dated August 13, 2015 from the Brown County Tourism
office in a press release to the Brazil Times “Brown County is the complete package for
bikers. An ongoing project to extend its paved Salt Creek Trail from downtown
Nashville to the Brown County State Park also will make traveling between town and
biking trails more convenient.” “We are working now to extend it all the way to the State
Park, which will guarantee easy access for bikers to our trails.” Very little is stated about
the extent that the HMBA has taken over BCSP for their use for mountain biking with the
$725,000 that was given to them by the DNR to build the trails. To me, these trails are
NOT transportation, they are for recreational use and INDOT money is paying for them.
I am sure many taxpayers would feel as I do, INDOT money should be for highways and
falling down bridges that have been neglected by INDOT.




The MONEY....so while we are talking about Salt Creek Trail, let’s talk about the money

that has been/will be spent making this trail to nowhere. RE: ICD November 18, 2008
Salt Creek Trail is a 12 foot wide, 2.5 mile long paved trail that connects Nashville to

- Brown County State Park. The project started in 2002 as part of a long-range plan by the
Brown County Parks and Recreation Department.

Phase I ~ funded with a 1 MILLION grant from INDOT and $250,000 loeal funding
Phase 2 ~ funded with a $650,400 INDOT grant - '

Phase 3 ~ funded with a $725,000 grant from IDNR

Brown County Democrat June 25, 2014
Salt Creek Trail awarded a $1.8 MILLION grant from INDOT

INDOT State Preservation and Local Initiated Project FY 2016-2019 Sheet

1403311 New? Bridge Steel Construction Span 1 over Salt Creek
" $1,325.000 Federal $331,400 Match (ST?) ~ $1,657.000 (Total 2017)

1400365 New? Bridge Steel Construction Span 2 over Salt Creek
$1,325.000 Federal $331,400 Match (ST?) $1,657.000 (Total 2017)

Total $3,314,000

" TOTAL $6,489,000 for a 2.5 mile trail for

' ' Recreational Biking

(not counting costs for 4 bridge abutments, environmental study and ADA approaches
known only fo the Parsons Group this information has been withheld Also not sure
where the price tag for the moving of the bridge comes in)

And you want to take the Bowling Green National Register Bridge, strip it of

its Register Status and put if in the wetlands in a flood zone? Does the Keeper of the
National Register realize that? And we have bridges on I-65 that are collapsing? To the
taxpayer = PRICELESS!!!

In my opinion, the “Good Ole Boys Club” is alive and well behind closed doors at the
Statehouse and money is being funneled into projects that will be beneficial to

a very “select” and small group. Is this appropriate preservation of the Bowling Green
National Register Bridge or the State Parks that are enfrusted to the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources? It would be a stretch of the imagination if it is!!




In closing, the last item I would like to address is INDOT’s determination to be so bias
for Brown County that they would be willing to put their integrity on the line. With that
statement I would like to reference the two articles that they released to the Bloomington
Herald. The one on July 22 was released just hours before we met in Indy for the
Historic Preservation meeting at which SHPO was to address the application for a

new Criterion for the Historic Bowling Green Bridge submitted by INDOT. It stated that
the bridge was going to Brown County by John Davis, Dep. Director of the DNR made
the comment at that meeting that “with or without the nomination that bridge was going
to Brown County!” [ am assuming they wanted to make sure that Clay County got

the message! Then Indiana SHPO proceed to pass the new nomination on

to the Keeper for a decision, knowing full well that it would be denied, but they didn’t
see why it should not be passed on for their ruling. Tt should have never been sent on if
SHPO would have been doing their job. To me it only showed that these entities were
willing to stoop however low they had to so the Bowling Green Historic Bridge would be
on its way to Brown County. Which in reality, the only thing they have accomplished is
pitting two counties against each other,

In the second article that was released just hours before our meeting with INDOT about
the proposal that the bridge stay in Clay County on August 14, another article was
released in the Bloomington Herald stating that our commissioners were against keeping
the bridge and that the Salt Creek Group had been promised our bridge over 3 years ago.
It is obvious to me that INDOT has had very little respect for us in our quest to save our
Historic Bridge. It is really sad that the State of Indiana organizations that our bound to
protect our Historic properties, historic parks and our environment have little regard for
these things that Hoosiers hold dear to their hearts. So, is it all about the money?! Is
everyone forgetting that 2016 is the Bi-Centennial of our State and it’s our time to
celebrate our State of Indiana, not take Historic Bridges and break them apart and delete
them from the National Register. I guess that INDOT and DNR did not get that memo?

Vickie Mace, Consulting Party
ATTACHMENTS:

HMBA Fees; INDOT No Build Alt; INDOT Ellie Email; INDOT/Parsons 4/13;
INDOT Br. Co.; Salt Creek 1.8 Million; INDOT Salt Creek Fed Figure;

BC Not give up; BR Get Bridge; BC $650,000; Brazil Times, BC Bike Trails;
INDOT SC Sheet; Tribune Star Editorial, INDOT M Kennedy 1/16/15 Parameters




s
5

Séarch Hot TOpiCS Onlhe menu;, Quaff OnlBlo...  Honeveriso spples. giotnd .. Lettery numbers

] P [ PR

Lus

o o ]

Homs Neaws Local news

Historic Clay County bridge gets new home

Story Comments (2) Emalil Print Font Size:

Tweet 1 i('lfl i ] 1 ¢ submit
Fosted: Wednesday, July 22, 2013 9 15 am
By Laura Lane 812-331-4362 | lane@heraldt.com | 2comments

Clay County gets a wide modem biidge over Eel Creek courtesy of the Indiana Department of Transporiation. And
Brown Countytakes possession of the otd twe-span sleel through-lruss bridge, which will be reused on the
urider-consiruction Salt Creek Trail.

The repurposing of the historic Ind, 46 bridge near Center Point, built in 1933 and supported by concrete
abutmenls and a cenler pler, also saves Brown County rail supporters about a million dollars.

Volunteers have worked 12 years to consfruct a 3.7-mile Nashvilie-area walkway, and the costofiwo bridges to
span Salt Creek was estimated at more than $200,000.

Tom Tuley from the Salt Creek Trall Commitlee was elated when he heard the bridge news. The group has
money to dewvelop the next portion of the Irail, bul the projeclis on hold unlil the Eel Creek bridge gets dismantied,
which may not happen untif 2017.

“We havé the'moneylo do the frail there, but since we will have 1o wait on the bridge, we are letling the money stay
In the bank lo gel some investment return right now,” Tuley said. "Having those bridges means there's a mllllon
dollars we don't have ta raise.”

One ofthe arched bridge spans will be placed cross Sall Creek about a mile east of Nashwlle, where a Mexican
restaurant had been localed. The other will span the creek near the west entrance to Brown County Slate Park.
Tuleysaid the bridge will be taken somewhere for refurbishing and fitted for its new purpose, atthe stale’s
expense, before being reassembled as two bridges and hauled fo Brown County.

The bridge has a special “select” rating and is listed in the National Register of Historic Places forits

trans portalion significance in Clay Counly's setlemenl and development. Bridges wilh that designation maynot
be destroyed, so a six-month period was set aside to see if any private enlity would come forward to buy the
bridge. “When we heard aboul it being available, we jumped for it,” Tuley said.

In searching for a new home for the bridge, he state delerminad the multi-use frail being developad in Brown
County, that eventuallywill connect tite slate park with downlown Nashulle, was the ideal site,

“The two independent truss spans thatcomprise the bridge would be separaled and relocaled to provide two

pedestrian bridges along the Salt Creek Trall,” an INDOT news release explained. "One of the spans would be
located within Brown County Stale Park and owned by Indiana Department of Natural Resources . The other
would be located outside the park and would be owned by Brown Counly, which is developing lhe Irail project.”

So far, three-fourins of a mile of the Sall Creek Trail has been built along Greasy Creek, between the CVS and the
YMCA Volunteers are scheduled to gather at the Greasy Creek frall bridge nextweek to clean off mud from recent
flooding.

INDOT has scheduled a public hearing for Clay County's proposed new bridge, which will have lhree spans
exlending across the Eel River, 12-foottravel lanes and wide berms. The meeling will be at 6 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 5, at Center Point United Methodist Church, 200 S. Cherry St. in Genler Point,

To] Tweetit. 41 o ' submit

] Piint

Honday: & oo
Tuesday: % et olitan
stz s v Wednesday, =
sy v Thursday: S0 o7 ey s

<x Sunday: 55 Mo

LOCATED IH RENWICK YILLAGE CEHTER

=y Gh AT

aablaominglon.com




Hoosier Mountain Bike Association
Today Thursday, August 13 =
~ Showing evernts after 8/13. Look for earlier events ' i
Thursday, August 13
6:00pm DINO SWW Race Prep
Srram‘rﬂday, August 15
Southem Five Race #5, Series Finale

Events shown in time Zone: Eastern Tive @ Go 3& Caleqear i

« National Designation for HMIBA and Brown County Trails tional Trails Day Southwe P "Is G
Opening June 6-7, 2015 »

HMBA Statement Regardlng DNR Fees

By Nate Hawkins on May 21, 2015, at 4:39 pm, edited by Nate Hawkins on May 21st, 2015
Pay to Play: DNR OffRoad Cycling Permit Coming

The Hoosier Mountain Bike Association (HMBA) has built some great trail systems, and we hawe a vision for natural surface trails in
Indiana. Implementing that vision requires funding frém land managers, donations from outdoor enthusiasts, and sweat equity of wlunteers.
HMBA has in the past discussed an offroad bicycling permit to generate funding for expanding trails in State Forests and State Parks. The
idea of a penmit was moved forward quickly in the past maonth due to budget challenges that left State Parks with a $3 million shortfall,
State Parks had the choice of closing parks or raising fess.

A complete list of fee increases can be found here. Included in the fee increases is the offroad cycling permit, which will be a $5 daily fee
or a $20 annual fee (hoth in and out of state).

While possibly irritating to some, there is an upside to this development. Those who hawe attended HMIBA annual meetings the past few
years have heard HMBA President, Paul Arlinghaus talk about an oftroad bicycling permit as means to gain access to more trails,
especially in State Forests. Fees mean potential leverage to obtain access to more trails and improve the quality of existing ones. Our first
addition of trails in State Forests will be in the southern section of Yellowwood State Forest. This area will connect to both Brown County
State Park and to Hoosier National Forest. Other State Forests will be reviewed this fall for opportunities to open existing double-track trails
to offroad cycling.

While this permit fee happened very quickly,. HMBA and IMBA were able to get some concessions from the IDNR on how the permits
systern works.

= We were able to get beginner-rated trails to be excluded from needing a permit. This will allow new users 1o try out mountain biking
without the additional expense of a permit.

« The DNR will also give free permits and passes to wlunteers who do 125 and 250 hours of work.

« HMBA will work on establishing a fund to cover the cost of the permit for volunteers that don't meet the 125 hours.

= The permit was going to start in July, and riders were golng 1o hawe to pay the full price for the last half of the year. We were able to
push back the start of the permit system to 2016. Permits for 2016 will go on sale in Nowember.

May 21st, 2015 | Tags: Deparinent of Natural Resources, DNR, Fee, State Forests, Stafe Parks, Trail Permit | Category: Advogacy, Indiana
Department of Natural Resources

Comiments are closed.




Indiana Department of Transporiation

County _ Brown Route Salt Creek Trail Des. Nos. 1400311 and 1400365

Current Conditions
"The companion CE-4 document “SR 46 Bridge Project over Eel River, Clay County” provides informalion regarding the
existing spans in theiy current vehicular usé on SR 46 over the Eel River.

This project takes place in rural Brown County, between the small town of Nashville, Indiana and the Brown County
State Park. Salt Creek meanders through the project vicinity and is crossed by SR 46 threc times between the project
area and Nashville. There are currently no pedestrian facilities thal cross Salt Creek, although Phase 1 of the Salt Creek
Trail Preject is now open from the south side of Nashville (neac the CVS Pharmacy), cast along Salt Creek to near the
Brown County YMCA at the end of Hawthorae Drive.

Preferred Alternative; Rehabilitation and Re-use of (wo-span bridge from Clay County

INDOT, which is obligated under the Historic Bridge Programmatic Agreement (Historic Bridge PA) to ensure that the
two-span historic bridge over the Eef River in Clay County is preserved. would pay to relocate and rehabilitate the spans.
The Preferred Alternative would rehabilitate and relocate the spans from their current Jocation on SR 46 over the Eel
River in Clay County, Indiana to two locations, approximately 3,200 feet apart, over Salt Creek as described above. This
alternative includes the constraction of a new ahutment for each end of the two bridges (4 abutments total) plus placing
fill to construct the trail approaches from the existing ground up to the level of the new bridges. Tt is anticipated that the
West span would be owned and maintained by Brown County. and the Bast span (which would be within Brown County
State Park) would be owned and maintained by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. Prior to approval of this
CE document by FHWA, each agency will be required to sign an agreement committing to maintain their respective
structure for a mininum of 25 years. Each agency has submitted a Jetter of intent to take responsibility for the bridge
spang (see Appendix H). To outline the terms of obligations (o maintain the bridges. INDOT has prepared a draft
Interlocal Agreement to bie executed with Brown County and a memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to be excculed
with IDNR (sce Appendix D. page 63). These agreements are still being reviewed by all parties involved and may be
revised before execution. Once all required signatures have been obtained, the finalized agreements will be incorporaled
into (he appendices, and this section will be revised prior to approval.

"

Section 4(f} Evaluation : )

The East bridge would be located within Brown County State Park. IDNR is a partner agency in this project; therefore,
this is not a usé under Section 4(f). The West bridge would be partially located within Eagle Park, which is owned and
maintained by Brown Counly Schools and includes several buseball/softball fields, a soccer field, a cross country lrail
and other related facilities. It is not, however, open to the public; therefore, Eagle Park does not qualify as a Section 4(f)
property. Two NRHP-eligible resources were identified within the Area of Potential Effects, the Ramp Creek Covered ’
Bridge and the Brown County State Park North Gate House, but no Section 4(I) use of cither property would occur. ;
Right of Way (ROW): Approximately 0.25 acre of permangnt ROW would be required for the preferred alternative,
This permanent ROW would come from two parcels along the west bank al the proposed location of the West bridge.
Constraction of the west abutment at this location would also require an additional 0.2 acre of temporary ROW for access
to the construction site. The east abutment of the West bridge would be on property owned by Brown County Schools,
and would nol require ROW acquisition. Likewise, both abutments of the East bridge would be on Brown County State
Park property, s0 no temporary ot permanent ROW acquisition would be required for the East bridge.

Maintenance of Traffic (MOT): An MOT plan is not needed, as there would be no involvement with any public
roadways dwing development of the preferred aliernative.

Estimated Cost: The estimated cost of relocating and rehabilitating the bridge to bicycle/pedestrian standards is
%3,507.000. Right-of-way costs are estimated at $7.500.

Environmental Impacts: All environmental impacts are minimal and have been addressed through coordination with
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the IDNR, and other rescurce agencies {see Appendix C). Environmental
impacts are described in detail below in Part 111 of this document.

This is page 5 of 24 Project name: Tlistoric Bridges on Salt Creek Trail; Brown County Date:  July 17,2015
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X No Build Alternative -

Indiana Depariment of Transporiation

County Brown Route Salt Creek Trail Des. Nos. 1400311 and 14003035

OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:

Describe all discarded altematives, including the Do-Nothing Altemative and ah exﬁlana:‘fo_ri of why each discarded alternative |
was:not selecied.

The “No Build” alternative would have no associated €osts or enyironmental impacts. However, IDNR and Brown County
have demonstrated a pesistent desire 1o estabiish a multi-use trail between Nashville and Brown Counly State Park, as
demonstrated by the approved CE for Des. No. 0401063, the completion of Phase 1 of the Trail. and their request to
incorporate the SR 46 bridge into the renizining phases of the Salt Creek Trail systern. The previously ﬁpprovede _
envitonmental doctment for the trail system has established the appropyiate need for the trail and the related crossings of™
Salt Creck. therefore, the “No Build” alternative has not been given any. further consideration. L

The Do Nothirig Alternative is not feasible, prudent or practicable because (Maik ail that apply):
[t would not correct existing capdcity deficiencies;
It would not correct existing safety hazards;
It would not correct the existing roadway geometric deficiencies;
i would not cotréct existing deteriorated condilions and maintenance problems; or
It woulld result in serious impacts ia The motoring public and general welfare cf the ecoriomy.
Other (Deseribe)
Other: The Do-Nothing Alternative would not allow for the re-usé of the two spans currently in use on SR 46 over the

" Eel River in Clay County (Bridge Number 046-11-01316C). As explained in the companion CE-4 docniment also under
Des. Number 0800910 (SR 46 Bridge over Eel River, Clay County”) the preferred alternative in that project would
relocate the historic spans to a non-vehicular use. Of the non-vehicular uses considered, the Salt Creek Trail project
described above was determined to be the best re-use of the two spans. Not only would the Do-Nothing Alternative not
place two nicw pedestrian spans across the Salt Creele in Browen Counly, but it would also keep the Preferred Allernative
from the SR 46 Bridge over the Eel River project from being implemented.

ROADWAY CHARACTER:
Funclional Classification: IN/A = This project does not involve construction or modification of any roadwagys.
Current ADT: = VED (yea) . Design Year ADT: VPD_(year)
Design Hour Volume {DHV): ) Truck Percentage (%)
Designed Speed (mph): o Legal Speed {mph):
Existing Proposed
Number of Lanes: N/A 7 ] - i NA
Type of Lanes: N/A . | NIA
Pavement Widih: N/A ft. NIA it.
Shoulder Width: N/A it. N/A it.
Median Width; N/A il. N/A L.
Sidewalk Width: NA fl. N/A it.
Setiing: Urban Subﬁri}an v | Rural
Topography: v | Level ; Ralling Hiliy

If the proposed action has multiple m,aﬁ’wa ys, this section should be filled out for each roadway.,
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Clark, Rickie

From: Vickie Mace [vmace72@gmail.com]

Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 11:50 PM

To: Prevost, Daniel; Kennedy, Mary; Clark, Rickie

Subject: Comments: Bowling Green Bridge :
Attachments: Brazil Times_ Local News_ Brown County named among best mountain biking destinations

(08_13_15).html; HMBA Fees.pdf; INDOT No Build.pdf; INDOT Ellie Email.pdf, INDOT
Parson April 2013.pdf; INDOT BC.pdf; Salt Creek 1.8 Mil.pdf; INDOT SCR Fed Figures.pdf;
BR Co Not Giving Up.pdf; BC Gets Bridge.pdf; BC 650,000 (2).pdf; INDOT SC Sheet.pdf; Trib
Star Editorial August 12.pdf, INDOT MKEN Jan 16. 15 Parameters.pdf; COMMENTS '
INDOT.doc

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

My typewritten comments are included in these attachments,
which go with my statement.

Thank you,

Vickie Mace




Appendix F-6, page 1

INDIANA

PARSONS o | 46

Subject: SR 46 over Eel River, Clay County
Date/Time: April 10, 2013, 2:30 PM
Location: INDOT Central Office, Room N642

Attendees: Ellie Dieckmeyer INDOT-Crawfordsville District Project Manager

Shakeel Baig INDOT-Director of Production
Anne Rearick INDOT-Bridge Design, Inspection, Hydraulics Director
Louis Feagans INDOT-Project Management Manger
Abigail Weingardt INDOT-State and Federal Legislative Director
Patrick Carpenter INDOT-Sec 106 Specialist
Susan Branigin INDOT-Historian
Sean Porter Parsons-Project Manager
Dave Ayala - Parsons-Road Lead
Dan Prevost Parsons-Environmental Lead

S Overview

This meeting was held to discuss the current direction for the SR 46 over Eel River Bridge.
Ellie handed an agenda with the following design alternatives identified:

1) Keep current alignment, move truss, use temporary run-around

2) New bridge on the current alignment using accelerated bridge construction.
This alternative would only have a 30-45 day closure and make use of A+B construction
to accelerate the construction :

3) New alignment to south and move truss

4) New alignment to south and keep truss as pedestrian (i.e. sidewalk)
It was discussed that the new alignment to south could have wetland impacts that will
have cost and time effects. This potential wetland needs fo be identified in the field
ASAP.

ACTION ITEM: Parsons will schedule a field visit of the area.

The following two alternatives were added at the meeting:
'5) New alignment to north and move truss
6) New alignment to north and keep truss as pedestrian (i.e. sidewalk)

Analysis of each alternative should consider:
e Cost including life cycle / user cost
e Time required building new bridge
s Time required moving old bridge

SR 46 over Eel River_ Mtg Minutes_Draft_2013_4-10.doc
Page1of 2

Categorical Exclusion SR 46 Bridge Project over Eel River, Des. No. 0800910 411
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US 52 Meeting Minutes

e Minimization of any closure periods
e Maintenance of Traffic Cost and sequence

Because the project involves a historic bridge, a Section 4(f) alternatives analysis and a public
hearing will be required. The alternatives ideritified above will be considered along with those |
required by the INDOT Historic Bridge Alternatives Analysis Layout. Parsons will compile a
complete list of alternatives to be evaluated for concurrence by INDOT. INDOT understands the -
bridge will be either bypass or be relocated, but the 4(f) alternative analysis will need to support
whatever decision is made. The Section 4(f) alternatives analysis document will also serve as the
pro;ect scoping alternative analysis.

It was discussed that DNR will split the trusses and this mlght be considered an adverse effect but
other interested parties will most likely split them apart also. The conclusion was that DNR will most
likely be given the truss bridge as it's another state agency and INDOT may: use. other state DNR
funds to help move and rehab the bridges.

Pafrick had mentioned that INDOT and DNR will heed to execute an agréement for the mainteriance
of the bridges to be transfeired. INDOT will be required o design and construct the new foundations

and reassemble the bridges. DNR has already identified two locations, on the samie recreational trail,
where the trusses could be relocated. ' '

The NEPA document for construction of the new bridge over the Eel River will need to incorporate all
impacts associated with relocation of the bridge, including construction of foundations, etc.

The repairs will last until at least 2018 or beyond per Parsons. So the new bridge can be on a letting
at the end of the year in 2015 or early 2016 with construction in calendar year 2016 & 2017.

Patrick had mentioned we will NOT have to post announcement signs on site as we do for other
historic bridges since a new owner has already been identified. We will, however, be required to have
a hearing.

Louis indicated that, under MAP 21, INDOT can use federal funds for ROW acquisition priorto
completion of NEPA.

Abby will contact DNR to ensure we have management approval. (John Davis, DNR) She had also
mentioned that there might be a news release about the project with general information.

Anne stated that we should assume the project will be required to meet 4R standards.
INDOT stated that central office will be doing the survey.
ACTION ITEM: Parsons will provide Ellie with the survey limits ASAP to get this started.

Without-additional survey, Parsons wouldn't be able to get a profile, construction limits, earthwork,
and get an accurate cost. This might delay the altematives analysis document dependmg on how fast
we receive this information. Assuming Parsons receives this survey by the first week of May the
report will be campleted by end of June 2013. Required coordination with DNR and the availability of
information on the new pedestrian trail could also |mpact completion of the alternatives analysis

- document.,

These meeting minutes were taken by Sean Porter. Please contact Sean at 317-616-1001 or
sean.porter@parsons.coim if you have any questions or corréctions.

Meeting Concludes at 3:30 pm.

SR 46 over Eel River_Mtg Minutes_Draft_2013_4-10.doc
Page 2 of 2
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COMMENTS: INDOT MEETING BOWLING GREEN BRIDGE AUGUST §, 2015
To Whom It May Concern,

As a Historian and President of the Clay County Historical Society, I could elaborate
even more on the history of this great bridge that has stood as a monument to a time

past that was built in the depression years. A time of hardships, but always a sense

of community among the people of Clay County. But since everyone else has covered
the history, many times, I want to talk about the future! What could the future hold

for our community in the years to come?! I just know that this is the first time my family
has really been involved with anything [’ve been a part of and that is because they

see a chance to save a Landmark of beauty and a valuable piece of history for future
generations, for their children’s children They can see this bridge restored in all its glory!
They can see people fishing off the sides, the picnic area and a boat ramp that will finally
allow public access to this river for all the people to enjoy. The very river their
grandfather spent much time in fishing and they want to honor this bridge. Who can
drive across this bridge and not slow down to enjoy this work of architecture built by the
PWA workers from the Depression Era, as you try to catch a glimpse of the river below?
It’s a work of art that was essential to allow traffic to travel from Terre Haute to
Bloomington. Essential to commerce in the southern part of the state. Still to this day
essential to our community, not only as a transportation mode, but as a bridge connecting
communities.

Concerned preservationists placed this very bridge on the National Register of Historic
Place in 2000 because they respected this bridge for what it has meant to this county, and
now INDOT comes along and wants to strip this regal bridge, the last of its type built

by the Vincennes Bridge Company in the state of Indiana, of this designation? The very
State that said this bridge was worthy of this recognition? I think we need to address
how we got to this point in time!

I have been working on a timeline as to how/why the residents of Clay County were

left out of INDOT’s plans to move this bridge to Brown County almost right

out from underneath our noses. To be perfectly honest, they have almost succeeded!

If it had not been for concerned consulting parties that attended that December 4,2014
meeting in Indianapolis on a cold icy day and demanded that a meeting be held locally
for the Clay County residents to have input into the fate of this historic bridge. I can only
hit on the highlights for this purpose of comments as to the points I want to make about
the way that INDOT has poorly handled this project. Clay County people were left, (I
believe purposely) out of the loop when the scope of this bridge changed.

We have been made to wait for pertinent information from the Crawfordsville office that
was necessary for us to help us find a group that would work with the county, [ believe
that we have even been bullied on several levels, one of which being that INDOT was
not wanting to give us more time, after all, Salt Creek has been working on

their project for almost 13 years, and we were barely able to get 6 months?




2009~Let us go back to 2009 (Sept 8) when it was still on the list as a rehabilation
project. I still have not uncovered the paper work that gives me the answers as to what
caused this Project changed scope. I know the why, it was lack of maintenance on
INDOT’s part. I have in hand an email from an Ellie Decimeter stating that she FELT
Clay County did not want to take over a new park??? There are all kinds of concerns for
me with this.#1 Who’s talking about a park, this is a National Register Bridge? #2
Whom did she talk too? There is no mention of a name of anyone. How did this develop
into "a Commissioner said”. #3 I do believe that the only people who can speak for the
county as a whole is the BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS and we have searched, there is
NOTHING in the commissioners minutes. So is this even legal?

November 3, 2010 DNR letter to Staffan Peterson Project to remedy the deteriorating
Condition of Bridge No, 046-11-01316A SR 46 over Eel River

- In August of 2011 the bridge was still schedule for rehabilitation as a letter was sent
to the FHWA regarding that status.

- September 28, 2011 Letter from James Glass, DNR to Staffan Peterson INDOT
bridge was still a rehab.

Nothing else is found until March 2013 when Dale Brier, Streams and Trails Chief
‘of the Division of Outdoor Recreation but the Bowling Green Bridge up for grabs.

April 10, 2013 Parsons held a meeting with INDOT about getting rid of the Bowling
Green Bridge, it was stated on page 2 par 6, “Patrick had mentioned we will NOT
have to post announcement signs on site as we do for other historic bridges since a
new owner has already been identified. We will, however, be required to have a
hearing.”

November 21, 2014 Notice went out to consulting parties of an INDOT meeting

in Indianapolis on December 4, 2014. Thanks to Indiana Landmarks a local

hearing was set for January 29, 2015 in Bowling Green. Comments due by March 6.
Mark Dollase of Landmarks requested a time-line to discover why there was no
notification of consulting parties before November 21, 2014 advising of the change
of rehab to new bridge. To date, that time-line has not been supplied as asked from
Parsons.

~ February 5, 2015 Clay County was given a 6 month grace period to secure a group, with
next hearing to be set first week in August.

August 5, 2015 Meeting held in Center Point, Indiana. Clay County now has a group in
place with an interlocal agreement with the Commissioners of Clay County. Comments
due by August 21, 2015. Meeting set with county for August 14 at Brazil City Hall.

(I find it interesting that only 16 days was given for comments)




July 17, 2015 “Relocation of Historic Bridge on Salt Creek Trail” ~ in this document I
find on Page 6

NO BUILD ALTERNATIVE

The “No Build” alternative would have no associated costs or environmental impacts.
However, IDNR and Brown County have demonstrated a persistent desire to establish

a multi-use trail between Nashville and Brown County State Park, as demonstrated by the
approval CE for Des. No. 0401053, the completion of Phase I of the Trail, and their
request to incorporate the SR 46 bridge into the remaining phases of the Salt Creek Trail
system. The previously approved environmental document for the trail system has
established the appropriate need for the trail and the related crossings of Salt Creek,
therefore, the “No Build” alternative has not been given any further consideration.

So I believe in “other words™ that IDNR and Brown County wants this bridge for

their BIKING TRAIL (see HMBA article and August 13 , 2015 Brazil Times Article)

to extend either/and their Mountain Bike Trails or get the Cyclists off their narrow
drives, so INDOT is willing to build Clay County a new bridge with little or no

regard to the National Register Status of our present bridge. #1 Did you know the speed
limit in BCSP is now 30 MPH to accommodate the speed of these cyclists? 2. Did

you know that DNR parks systems is facing a 3 million dollar deficit but they have given
HMBA $725,000 to build mountain trails in BCSP and the bikers are complaining about
a $20 per year bike pass that goes in to affect in November of 20157

Another problem for me is in-the February 24, 2015 DNR Letter of Intent for the Bridge
A, which is destined for the Brown County State Park. In this letter John Davis states,
“Both spans will be utilized as PEDESTRIAN bridges and open to the public”. We
have also read that part of Bridge Span B will be in Eagle park and on Brown County

School Property, (of which meetings about this agreement were held in executive session
behind closed doors).

Enclosed please find an article dated August 13, 2015 from the Brown County Tourism
office in a press release to the Brazil Times “Brown County is the complete package for
bikers. An ongoing project to extend its paved Salt Creek Trail from downtown
Nashville to the Brown County State Park also will make traveling between town and
biking trails more convenient.” “We are working now to extend it all the way to the State
Park, which will guarantee easy access for bikers to our trails.” Very little is stated about
the extent that the HMBA has taken over BCSP for their use for mountain biking with the
$725,000 that was given to them by the DNR to build the trails. To me, these trails are
NOT transportation, they are for recreational use and INDOT money is paying for them.
I am sure many taxpayers would feel as I do, INDOT money should be for highways and
falling down bridges that have been neglected by INDOT.




 The MONEY.....so while we are talking about Salt Creek Trail, let’s talk about the money
that has been/will be spent making this trail to nowhere. RE: ICD November 18, 2008
Salt Creek Trail is a 12 foot wide, 2.5 mile long paved trail that connects Nashville to
Brown County State Park. The project started in 2002 as part of a long-range plan by the
Brown County Parks and Recreation Department.

Phase I ~ funded with a 1 MILLION grant from INDOT and $250,000 local funding
Phase 2 ~ funded with a $650,400 INDOT grant

Phase 3 ~ funded with a $725,000 grant from IDNR

Brown County Democrat June 25,2014
Salt Creek Trail awarded a $1.8 MILLION grant from INDOT

INDOT State Preservation and Local Initiated Project FY 2016-2019 Sheet

1403311 New‘? Bridge Steel Construction Span 1 over Salt Creek
$1,325.000 Federal $331,400 Match (ST?)  $1,657.000 (Total 2017)

1400365 New? Bridge Steel Construction Span 2 over Salt Creek
$1,325.000 Federal $331,400 Match (ST?)  $1,657.000 (Total 2017)

Total $3,314,000

TOTAL $6,489,000 fora 2.5 mile trail for

Recreational Biking
(not counting costs for 4 bridge abutments, environmental study and ADA approaches
known only to the Parsons Group this information has been withheld Also not sure
where the price tag for the moving of the bridge comes in)

And you want to take the Bowling Green National Register Bridge, strip it of

its Register Status and put it in the wetlands in a flood zone? Does the Keeper of the
National Register realize that? And we have bridges on I-65 that are collapsing? To the
taxpayer = PRICELESS!!!

TIn my opinion, the “Good Ole Boys Club” is alive and well behind closed doors at the
Statehouse and money is being funneled into projects that will be beneficial to

a very “select” and small group. Is this appropriate preservation of the Bowling Green
National Register Bridge or the State Parks that are entrusted to the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources? It would be a stretch of the imagination if it is!!




In closing, the last item I would like to address is INDOT’s determination to be so bias
for Brown County that they would be willing to put their integrity on the line. With that
statement I would like to reference the two articles that they released to the Bloomington
Herald. The one on July 22 was released just hours before we met in Indy for the
Historic Preservation meeting at which SHPO was to address the application for a

new Criterion for the Historic Bowling Green Bridge submitted by INDOT. It stated that
the bridge was going to Brown County by John Davis, Dep. Director of the DNR made
the comment at that meeting that “with or without the nomination that bridge was going
to Brown County!” T am assuming they wanted to make sure that Clay County got

the message! Then Indiana SHPO proceed to pass the new nomination on

to the Keeper for a decision, knowing full well that it would be denied, but they didn’t
see why it should not be passed on for their ruling. It should have never been sent on if
SHPO would have been doing their job. To me it only showed that these entities were
willing to stoop however low they had to so the Bowling Green Historic Bridge would be
on its way to Brown County. Which in reality, the only thing they have accomplished is
pitting two counties against each other. '

In the second article that was released just hours before our meeting with INDOT about
the proposal that the bridge stay in Clay County on August 14, another article was .
released in the Bloomington Herald stating that our commissioners were against keeping
the bridge and that the Salt Creek Group had been promised our bridge over 3 years ago.
It is obvious to me that INDOT has had very little respect for us in our quest to save our
Historic Bridge. Tt is really sad that the State of Indiana organizations that our bound to
protect our Historic properties, historic parks and our environment have little regard for
these things that Hoosiers hold dear to their hearts. So, is it all about the money?! Is
everyone forgetting that 2016 is the Bi-Centennial of our State and it’s our time to
celebrate our State of Indiana, not take Historic Bridges and break them apart and delete
them from the National Register. I guess that INDOT and DNR did not get that memo?

Vickie Mace, Consulting Paity
ATTACHMENTS:

HMBA Fees; INDOT No Build Alt; INDOT Ellie Email; INDOT/Parsons 4/13;
INDOT Br. Co.; Salt Creek 1.8 Million; INDOT Salt Creek Fed Figure;

BC Not give up; BR Get Bridge; BC $650,000; Brazil Times, BC Bike Trails;
INDOT SC Sheet; Tribune Star Editorial; INDOT M Kennedy 1/16/15 Parameters
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Brown County has received a $650,400 grant from Indiana Department of
Transportation to complete its Salt Creek Trail project.

Salt Creek Trall is a 12jfootwid’e, 2.5-mile-long paved trail that connects Nashville to
Brown County State Park. The project started in 2002 as part of a long-range plan by
Brown County Parks and Recreation Department.

When completed, the trail will link Nashville, Brown County YMCA, regional medical
offices of the Columbus and Bloomington hospitals, the school corporation's athletic fields
at Eagle Park, Brown County State Park, several major hotels and Brown County High
School. .

The grant requires the county to raise 20 percent of the funds - about $155,000 - to
use the full $65G,400.

The project has three phases:

+ Phase I - Jefferson Street to Brown County YMCA. Funded with $1 million grant from
INDOT and $250,000 local funding. Scheduled to start in late 2009 or early 2010 and take
two months to complete.

+ Phase 2 - North bank of Salt Creek from Jefferson Street (behind CVS Pharmacy) to the
north entrance of Brown County State Park. Funded by $650,400 INDOT grant.

« Phase 3 - Frem north entrance of Brown County State Parlc to the west boundary of
Eagle Park. Funded with a $725,000 grant from Indiana Department of Natural Resources.
Schedulad to start in spring 2009 and take two months,

After the trail is buile, the county will pursue another project, which will link the high
school to the trail with a pathway under Indiana 46 near the Salt Creek shopping plaza.

Related Stories:

a Quick progress has been made on Elkhart County's Pumpkinvine Mature Trail
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the spirit and intent of the PA, while ensuring long-term use of the historic bridge and that the investment in the bridge
provides value to the State of Indiana. )

Consideration of the Rehabilltatlon (Alt 2) and One-Way Pair (Alt 3) Options 7 ' . ’
" e

As discussed at the December 4™ meeting, each of these alternatives would require a Level 1 design exception, for
structural capacity. Based on further discussions between the consultant team and INDOT and FHWA, both confirmed -
that a design exception is not appropriate for this structure. This bridge’s location on a National Truck Route and the
number of heavy trucks known to use the bridge necessitates that the bridge be capable of carrying modern highway
loads. Therefore, these alternatives have been determined to not meet the project’s purpose and need, and are not
feasible alternatives.

Prudence of the Bypass Alternative (Alt 4)

As described in the Alternatives Analysis document, this alternative is feasible — it is possible to construct a new bridge
adjacent to the existing one that would safely carry traffic and to rehabilitate the existing bridge in place for non-
vehicular use, The appropriateness (or ‘prudence’ under Section 4(f)) of this alternative, however, has yet to be
determined and is dependent on the upcoming community outreach.

INDOT and FHWA have been reevaluating what criteria would make the Bypass Alternative a prudent alternative. As
Larty Heil (FHWA) indicated at the December 4™ meeting, FHWA wants to ensure that its investment in this hridge
provides value to the State of Indiana and ensures the long-term use of the rehabilitated bridge. As noted in the
December 4™ Meeting Summary, INDOT coordinated with Clay County officials several years ago regarding re-use of the
bridge and, at the time, the County was not interested in keeping the bridge at this location or any other location in the
County. The offer from IDNR and Brown County to take ownership and responsibility for the bridge as part of the Salt
Creek Trall provided INDOT and FHWA with what they felt was an appropriate use of the bridge and a sound
investment. The Salt Creek Trail is expected to attract more than 10,000 users per year. That is expected to continue
into the indefinite future, and both organizations have the capacity to maintain the bridge for the long term. Part of the
sound investment was the willingness of IDNR and Brown County to sign an agreement between INDOT to take

_ownershlp of the bridge.

However, given the time that has passed since INDOT reached out to Clay County and the desire to prioritize options
that keep the bridge either in its existing location or somewhere else within Clay County, INDOT agreed with comments™-
at the December 4th meeting that additional outreach was appropriate to determine the community’s interest in
retaining the bridge. This is the purpose of the January 29th public meeting.

To malke the determination that the Bypass Alternative or Relocation within Clay County is prudent, FHWA has
established a few parameters:

1. There must be an expectation that the bridge will be put to a public use. That use may be in the form of a park,
a fishing pier, a trail, or any number of other uses.

2. There must be an organization —~ public or private — that is willing to sign an agreement to take responsibility for
the bridge. INDOT (and FRWA) will make a sizable investment to ensure that the bridge is rehabilitated to non-
vehicular standards prior to the transfer of responsibility. The term of the agreement would be for a minimum
of 25 years, but there should be an expectation that the bridge would be maintained beyond that 25 year term.

3. We must move forward promptly and prudently in the development of this project in respect of the safety of
the public. However, it is recognlzed that such an agreement will take some time to review and execute by all
parties. Therefore, within 60 days, the organization(s) who would take ownership of the bridge must make a
firm commitment of their intent to sign the agreement and show that they have the financial capacity to take it
on. For a governmental organization, such a commitment might come in the form of passing a resolution
{county commission). For a local non-profit or private group, it might come in the form of a vote of their
governing board. A signed agreement is ultimately required for a selected alternative to be prudent, and to
complete the environmental (NEPA) document.

These parameters will be discussed in the presentation at the public meeting, but INDOT and FHWA felt it was
appropriate to share them with this group in advance of the meeting. Following the public meeting and comment
period, INDOT will update the Alternatives Analysis document to reflect the input received.

Availability of 2010 Historic Property Report
In their December 9, 2014 letter to INDOT, IDNR-DHPA recommended that INDOT make available the original historic

properties report (Branigan 2010) prepared for the project. That document is now available for download from INDOT'S™

INSCOPE website at:
3
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That historic double-s pan bridge over the Eel River in Clay Counly thatthe state intended to.refurbish and
transportto Brown Countyto span Salt Creek on Nashville's new pedestrian trail? Its fulure, suddenly, is notso
clear.

There's a fork in the road.

Agroup of Clay Counly citizeris wanls the sieel-lruss bridge jusi west of Bowling Green on Ind. 46 fo stay put,
hoping fo convince the Indiana Depariment of Trahs portation to keep the bridge — a piece oflocal history— right
where itis. The state'is going fo build a new modern bridge to replace the current one, which is deteriorating and
has rustissues, damaged sway braces and hydraulic problems. '

Clay Counly officials have said they want no part in the fuluré of the bridge, which they cannot afford o maintairi;
the state estimates maintenance and inspeclion costs of more than $1 milllon aver 25 years. In a last-minute
effort to keep Ihe bridge, cilizan members of the Clay County parks association came forih and promised lo
mainlain the hridge they say has an important place in the county's hislory.
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No matter where (ha 80-y2ar-old bidge ends up, ihe stale must paymore than $3 niillion to rehabilitale lhe
struclure, That's because it's on the Nalional Register of Historic Places with a "selecislatus " by the Indiana
Historic Bridge Inventory project, so it must be presenved. ltis reportedlytha last double-span bridge leitin Indiana
thatwas built bythe Vincennes Bridge Co., starled by Ihree gchopl feachers (in 1898,

“The Hisforic Bridgé-Alternatives Analysis estimated the cost of that rehabilitation at $3,038,000," said INDOT
spokeswoman Debbie Galder. "The relocation of the bridge to Brown County was estimated to add $468,000 to
tha cost of the rehabililation.”

Nashuille resident and Salt Creek trail proponent Tom Tuleysaid Brown County has knewn for same time the
bridge was destined for the frail {iere. They halled further canstruciion of the 3.7-mile project o await the bridge,
which should be finished and divded in halfby 2017, The bridge has two arched spans: one will be placed
across Sall Creek aboul a mile éast of Nashiille, and the olher will span the creek near the west enlrance to
‘Brovm County Stale Park.

"We'e been edpeciing that bridge to come here nov for three years," Tuley said Thursday. "When INDOT décided
1o build a new bridge lhereg, they came to us and asked if we were interested."

Theywsre, Reusing the bridge saves Brown County close lo §1 million, the cost of building two pedestian
bridges necessaryio complete the Salt Creek Trail. "Having those bridges," Tulay said, "means there's amillion
dollars we don'Lhave lo raise.”

Calderexplained that while INDOT delermined in-January that Brown County was the best destination for the
bridge, Glay Counly sfill'maybe ahle to claim itif they can offer a plan that guarantees. future maintenance. "While
rélocaling the biidge o Brawn County was Identified as the preferred allernative atlhe Jan, 28 meeting, INDOT
explalned that itwould consider requests 1o retain the bridge in Clay Couniyif a local government or private
organization was willing lo take owrership ofthé Bridge and mainlain it for public use for a minimum of 26 years.”

‘She said the proposals are being reewed and thata final deciston will nothe made untll after the Aug. 21
deadline for public comment has passed. The state '__Elallglﬂ‘lu replace the old bridge with a new one fealuring
three spans, 12-foot-wide trawvel lanes ‘and wide berns,

Mark Shields, director of the Brown Counly Parks arid Recrealion Depariment, said the county has secured
*$750,00 from the Department of Natural Resources for lhis phase of the lraif and was counting on the bridge. "l
understand why they would want o keep the bridgé. Butit definilely puis us in a pinch since lhat was Ihe final
piece lo this puzzlg, those two creek crossings with these bridges. We were told by INDOT theywere coming.”
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Brown County named
among best mountain
biking destinations

Thursday, August 13, 2015

Print

NASHVILLE -- Brown County recently joined the ranks as one of the top
mountain biking destinations in the world. Designated a Bronze Level Ride
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Center by the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA), this
prestigious award puis Brown County on the road map nationally, as well
as internationally, for its supetior trail systems and mountain biking
opportunities.

Brown County made the list as IMBA announced their 2015 class of Model
Trails designees in early August. IMBA's Ride Center designation is
reserved for large-scale mountain bike facilities that offer something for
every rider, ranging from family-friendly to expert-only. Not your typical
biking locales, Ride Genters include a full arsenal of trail types. From
backcountry adventure and fun flow trails to challenging gravity trails and
everything in between, Ride Centers embody the best the sport has to
offer. Extending beyond mountain biking alone, Ride Centers also double
as destination-worthy areas for bikers to visit.

Scored based on the quality and type of trails, degree of difficulty,
climbing, descending, technicality, special features, amenities, services,
and community support, IMBA's Ride Center designation is highly sought
after.

The trails built and maintained by the Hoosier Mountain Bike Association
(HMBA) have officially earned this prestigious designation, gaining
notoriety for the area as a top mountain biking destination. Its new Bronze
Level Ride Center title places Brown County among well-known biking
hotspots across the country, as well as the globe, such as Park City, UT,
Steamboat Springs, CO, Nelson, New Zealand, and more.

One of only a handful of Ride Centers in the Upper Midwest/Great Lakes
Region, Brown County's new accolade is significant not only for future
mountain biking in the area, but for tourism as well. Brown County
Convention and Visitors Bureau Executive Director Jane Ellis is proud that .
Brown County is being recognized for its trails. "We are honored to receive
this designation," she said. "We have gotten awards in the past for our
excellent mountain biking opportunities here, but never something of this
magnitude."

Recognizing its potential impact on attracting bikers to the area, Ellis is
excited by the new designation. "We've always been known as a top
destination for mountain biking in the Midwest but this really gains
exposure for us nationally as a place for bikers to visit," explained Ellis.
"It's also important because this designation goes beyond the trails alone,
showing that we're a place where bikers can plan a trip, stay a while, and
enjoy all the other great things we have to offer here."

With over 30 mountain bike friendly lodging properties, Brown County is
more than just a place for bikers to ride for the day. Overnight
accommodations providing secure bike storage, trail maps and directions,
roof-rack friendly driveways, and more cater to mountain bikers' needs.

Home to a wide variety of dining, shopping, and entertainment options, as
well as other outdoor adventure activities, Brown County is the complete
package for bikers. An ongoing project to extend its paved Salt Creek Trail
from downtown Nashville to the Brown County State Park also will make
traveling between town and biking trails more convenient.

"A |ot of people don't know about the Salt Creek Trail, but it's a great
resource," said Ellis. "We are working now to extend it all the way to the
State Park, which will guarantee easy access for bikers to our trails, as
well as enable them to get to the Village really quickly for food and
entertainment, shopping, local events, and fun." '

Proud of its new title as Bronze Level Ride Center, Brown County
welcomes all bikers. Not only does IMBA's designation validate Brown
County's trails as some of the best in the U.S,, it also showcases Brown
County as a top destination for mountain biking in the world. v

For more information on Brown County's biking trails, as well as mountain

Page2 of 4
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bike friendly lodging properties, please visit www.bikebrowncounty.com.
Additional information regarding IMBA's Ride Center designation is
available online at www.imba.com/news/epics-ride-centers-201....
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comment. Ifyou feel that a comment is offensive, please Login or Create an account
first, and then you will be able to flag a comment as objectionable. Please also note

i that those who post comments on thebrazillimes.com may do so using a screen name, |
‘which may or may not reflect a wehsite user's actual name. Readers should be careful !
,not to assign comments to real people who may have names similar to screen names. |
\Refrain from obscenity in your comments, and to keep discussions civil, don't say

! anything in a way your grandmother would be ashamed to read.

That's nice;) BCStateP is providing a Elite retreat for the Cycling World! It
sounds like the pro cyclist sport are interested in Indiana's beautiful
countryside and will grow Larger & Larger by taking Parks, Private
(farm&school) property and Tax Payer $$$!!I(for the cycle campaign) Also
be careful when you are enjoying a family stroll with nature&wildlife, on
"there cycleway" when you hear a scream "ON YOUR LEFT" then several
cycles speeding past you at 40-50mph:/ Btw it is reported that DNR is
facing a 3 million $$$ deficit for their state park budget???

-- Posted by Flidais84 on Fri, Aug 14, 2015, at 1:06 PM E

Respond to this story
You are logged in as shopgirl54 [ Logout now ]

Your comments:
Please be respectful of others and try to stay on topic.

Preview your comment > >
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Indiana Depariment of Transportation

County _ Brown Route Salt Creek Trail Des. Nos. 1400311 and 1400365

OTHER ALTERN ATIVES CONSIDERED:

was:fiot selecied.

Describe all discarded a!temanms including the Do-Nothing Alternative uf’id an explanation of why each discarded alfernative |

No Build Alternativee :

The “No Build" alternative would have no associated costs or enyironmental impacts. However; IDNR and Brown County
have demonstrated a petsistent desire lo establish a multi-use trail belween Nashville and Brown County State Park, as
demonsirated by the approved CE for Des. No. 0401063, the completion of Phase | of the Trail, and (heir request lo
incorporate the SR 46 bridge into the remaining phases of (he Salt Creek Trail systern. The previously approved
environmental document for the trail system has established the appropriate need for the trail and the related crossings off
Salt C:eek therefore, the “No Build” alternative has not been given any further consideration.

0

The Do Nothing Aliernative is not feasible, prudent or practicablé because (Mark all that apply):

It would not correct existing capacity déficiencies;

It would not coirett existing safety hazards;

It would not corfect the existing roadway geometric deficiencies;

It would 1ot correct existing deteriorated conditions and maintenance problems; or

[t would result in érious impdcts 1o The motoring public arid general welfare of the ecoriomy.

Other {Describe)

Other: The Do-Nothing Alternative would not allow for the re-use of the two spans currently in use on SR 46-over the

Eel River in Clay Counly (Bridge Number 046-11- 01316C). As explained in the companion CE-4 document also under

Des. Number 0800910 (SR 46 Bridge over Fel Rivei; Clay Couint§™) the pieferrad altmative in that project would

reloeate the historic spans to a non-vehicular use. "Of the non-vehicular uses cotisidered, the Salt Creek Trail project
described above was determined to be the best re-use of the two spans.. Not only would the Do-INothing Alternative not

place two fiew pedestrian spans across the Salt Creelc in Brown County, but it would also leeep the Preferred Alternative

from the SR 46 Bridge over the Eel River project (rom beidg implemented.

ROADWAY CHARACTER:
Eunbiiqnal Glassification: MN/A — T'his project doss not involve consiruction or modifieation of any roadways.
Current ADT: o . VPD {year} . Design Year ADT: VPD (year)
Design Hour Volume {DHV): B Truck Percentage (%) ‘
Designed Speed (mph): _ __ Legal Speed (mph):
Existing Proposed
Number of Lanes: , NA T N
Type of Lanes: 1 N/A | N/A
Pavement Widih: N/A it. NIA . -
Shoulder Width; N/A il. NIA it.
Median Width: N/A il N/A t.
Sidewalk Width: N/A fl. NIA it.

Setting: Urban Suburban v | Rural
Topography: v | Level _| Rolling Hiliy

If the proposed action has muftiple faadways, this section should be filled out for each roadway.

This is page 6 of 24 Project name: Histori¢ Bridges oif Sult Creek Trail; Brown County Date:  Iuly 17. 2015

Forim Versizn: June 2013
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Indiana Depariment of Transpotrtation

County _ Brown Route Salt Creek Trail Des. Nos. 1400311 and 1400365

Current Conditions
The companion CE-4 document “SR 46 Bridge Project over Eel River, Clay County” provides informalion regarding (he
existing spans in thely current vehicular use on SR 46 over the Eel River.

This project lakes place in rural Brown County, beteen the small town of Nashville, Indiana and the Brown County
State Park, Salt Creek meanders through the project vicinily and is crossed by SR 46 three times between the project
area and Mashville. There are currently no pedestrian facilities that cross Salt Creek, although Phase | of the Salt Creek
Trail Project is now apen from the south side of Nashville {near the CV8 Pharmacy). east along Salt Creek to near the
Brown Counly YMCA at the end of Hawthorae Drive.

Preferred Alternative: Rehabilitation and Re-vse of two-span bridge from Clay County

INDOT, which is obligated under the Historic Bridge Programmatic Agréement (Historic Bridge PA) to ensuie thal the
two-gpan hivtoric bridge over the Eel River in Clay County is preserved. would pay (o relocate and rehabilitate the spans.
The Preferrcd Alternative would rehabilitate and relocate the spans from their current location on SR 46 over the Eel
River in Clay County, Indiana to two locations, approximately 3,200 feet apart, over Salt Creek as described above. This
alternative includes the construction of a new abutment for each end of the two bridges (4 abulments total) plus placing
fill to construct the trail approaches from the existing ground up to the level of the new bridges. Tt is anticipated that the
West span would be owned and maintained by Brown County. and the Bast span (which would be within Brown County
State Park) would be owned and maintained by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. Prior 1o approval of this
CE document by FHWA, cach agency will be required Lo sign an agreement commitling to maintain their respective
structure for a minimum of 25 years. Each agency has submitted a letter of intent 1o take responsibility for the bridge
spans (see Appendix H). To outline the terms of obligations (o maintain the bridges. INDOT has prepared a drali
Interlocal Agreement to be executed with Brown Counly and a memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to be execuled
with IDNR (sec Appendix D, page 63). These agreements are still being reviewed by all parties involved and may be
revised before execution. Once all required signatures have been obtained, the finalized agreements will be incorporated
into the appendices, and (his section will be revised prior to approval,

Section 4(f} Evaluation ;

The East bridge would be located within Brown County State Park. IDNR is 2 paitner agency in this project; therefore,
this is not a use under Section 4(f). The West bridge would be partially located within Eagle Park, which is owned and
maintained by Brown County Schools and includes several baseball/softball fields, a soccer field, a cross country trait
and other relaled fucililies. It is not, however, open to the public; therefore, Eagle Park does not qualily as a Section 4([)
property. Two NRHP-eligible resources were identified within the Area of Potential Effects, the Ramp Creek Covered
Bridge and the Brown County State Park Noith Gate House, but no Section 4(I) use of either property would occur.

Right of Way (ROW): Approximately 0.25 acre of permanent ROW would be required for the preferred alternative.
This permanent ROW would come from two parcels along the west bank al the proposed Tocation of the West bridge.
Construction of the west abutment at this location would also require an additional 0.2 acre of temporary ROW for access
to the construction site. The east abutment of the West bridge would be on property owned by Brown County Schools,
and would nol require ROW acquisition. Likewise, both abutments of the East bridge would be on Brown Countly Staie
Park property, so no lemporary or permanent ROW acquisition would be required for the East bridge.

Maintenance of Traffic (MOT): "An MOT plan i not needed, as there would be no involvement with any public
roadways dwring development of the preferred alternative.

Estimated Cost: The estimated cost of relocating and rehabilitating the bridge (o bicycle/pedestrian standards is
$3,507.000. Right-of-way costs are estimated at $7,500.

Environmental Impacis: All environmental impacts aré minimal and have been addressed through coordimation with
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the IDNR, and other rescurce agencies {see Appendix C). Environmenlal
impacts are described in detail below in Part [1] of this document.

This is page 5 of 24 Project name: Historic Bridges on Salt Creek Trail; Brown County Date:  July 17. 2015
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Hoosier Mountain Bike Association
Today Thursday, August 13 +
Showing events after 8/13. Look for earlier events
' Th_hrs_day, August 13 o ™
6:00pm DINO SWW Race Prep
- Saturday, Au.gr_d_sﬂﬁ

Soulhem Five Race #5, Series Finale

Bvents shown In time zone: Eastern Time kA Go S’C |
« National Designation for HMIBA and Brown County Tralls National Trails Day Southwestway Park Trails Grand

Opening June 6-7, 2015 »

HMBA Statement Regarding DNR Fees

By Nate Hawkins on May 21, 2015, at 4:39 pm, edited by Nate Hawkins on May 21st, 2015
Pay to Play: DNR Off-Road Cycling Permit Coming

The Hoosier Mountain Bike Association (HMBA) has built some great trail systems, and we have a vision for natural surface trails in
Indiana. Implementing that vision requires fiinding from land managers, donations from outdoor enthusiasts, and sweat equity of wlunteers.
HMBA has in the past discussed an offroad bicycling permit to generate funding for expanding trails in State Forests and State Parks. The
. idea of a pennit was moved forward quickly in the past month due to budget challenges that left State Parks with a $3 million shortfall.
State Parks had the choice of closing parks or raising fees.

A complete list of fee increases can be found here. Included in the fee increases is the offroad cycling permit, which will be a $5 daily fee
or a $20 annual fee (both in and out of state).

While possibly irritating to some, there is an upside to this development. Those who have attended HMBA annual meetings the past few
years have heard HMBA President, Paul Arlinghaus talk about an offroad bicycling permit as means to gain access to more trails,
especially in State Forests. Fees mean potential leverage to obtain access to more trails and improve the quality of existing ones. Our first
addition of trails in State Forests will be in the southem section of Yellowwood State Forest. This area will connect fo both Brown County
State Park and to Hoosler National Forest, Other State Forests will be reviewad this fall for opportunities to open existing double-track trails
to off-road cycling. '

While this permit fee happened very quickly,- HMBA and IMBA were able o get some concessions from the IDNR on how the permits
system works.

= \We were able to get beginner-rated trails to be excluded from needing a permit. This will allow new users to try out mountain biking
without the additional expense of a permit.

= The DNR will also give free permits and passes to wlunteers who do 125 and 250 hours of work.

« HMBA will work on establishing a fund to cover the cost of the permit for volunteers that don't meet the 125 hours.

«+ The permit was going to start in July, and riders were going to have to pay the full price for the last half of the year. We were able to
push back the start of the permit system to 2016. Permits for 2016 will go on sale in Nowember.

Way 21st, 2015 | Tags: Depariment of Natural Resources, DNR, Fee, Slate Forests, Stale Parks, Trail Permif | Category: Advocacy., Indiana
Deparment of Natural Resources

Comments are closed.
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$650,000 to help Salt Creek Trail in Brown
County

The Republic

By Kirk Johannesen, The Republic
johanessen@therepublic.com

Brown County has received a $650,400 grant:from Indiana Departrient of
Transportation to complete its Salt Creek Trail project.

Salt Creek Trail is a 12-footwide, 2.5-mile-long paved trail that connects Nashville to
Brown County State Park. The project started in 2002 as part of a long-range plan by
Brown County Parks and Recreation Department,

When completed, the trail WI|| link Nashville, Brown County YMCA, regional medical
offices of the Columbus and Bloomingtan hospitals, the school corporation's athletic fields
at Eagle Park, Brown County State Park, several major hotels and Brown County High
School.

The grant requires the county to raise 20 percent of the funds - about $155,000 - to
use the full $650,400.

The project has three ﬁhases:

« Phase I - Jefferson Street to Brown County YMCA. Funded with $1 million grant from
INDOT and $250,000 local funding. Scheduled to start in late 2009 or early 2010 and take
two months to complete,

» Phase 2 - North bank of Salt Creek from Jefferson Street (behind CVS Pharmacy) to the
north entrance of Brown County State Park. Funded by $650,400 INDOT grant.

« Phase 3 - From north entrance of Brown County State Park to the west boundary of
Eagle Park. Funded with a $725,000 grant from Indiana Department of Natural Resources.
Scheduled to start In spring 2009 and take two months,

After the trall is built, the county will pursue another project, which will link the high
school to the trail with a pathway under Indiana 46 near the Salt Creek shopping plaza.

Related Stories:

« Quick progress has been made on Elkhart County's Purmpkinvine Nature Trail
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Indiana Department of Transportation

County _ Brown Route Salt Creek Trail Des. Nos. 1400311 and 1400365

OTHER ALTERNATIVES. CONSIDERED:

Describe all discarded alternatives, including the Do-Nothing Afternative and an explanation of why each discarded alternative
was not selected.

No Build Alternative

The “No Build” alternative would have no associated costs or environmental impacts. However, IDNR and Brown County
have demonstrated a persistent desire to establish a multi-use trail between Nashville and Brown County State Park, as
demonstrated by the approved CE for Des. No. (401063, the completion of Phase | of the Trail, and their request to
incorporate the SR 46 bridge into the remaining phases of the Salt Creek Trail system. The previously approved
environmental document for the trail system has established the appropriate need for the trail and the related crossings of
Salt Creek, therefore, the “No Build” alternative has not been given any further consideration.

The Do Nothing Alternative is not feasible, prudent or practicable because (Mark all that apply):
It would not correct existing capacity deficiencies;

It would not correct existing safety hazards;

It would not correct the existing roadway geometric deficiencies;

It would not correct exlsting deteriorated conditions and maintenance problems; or

It would result in serious impacts to the motoring public and general welfare of the economy.

Other (Describe)

Other: The Do-Nothing Alternative would not allow for the re-use of the two spans currently in use on SR 46 over the
Eel River in Clay County (Bridge Number (46-11-01316C). As explained in the companion CE-4 document also under
Des. Number 0800910 (“SR 46 Bridge over Eel River, Clay County™) the preferred alternative in that project would
relocate the historic spans to a non-vehicular use. Of the non-vehicular uses considered, the Salt Creek Trail project
described above was determined to be the best re-use of the two spans. Not only would the Do-Nothing Alternative not
place two new pedestrian spans across the Salt Creek in Brown County, but it would also keep the Preferred Alternative
from the SR 46 Bridge over the Eel River project from being implemented.

ROADWAY CHARACTER:

Functional Classification: N/A — This project does not involve constiuction or modilication of any roadways.
Current ADT: VPD (year)  Design Year ADT: ‘ VPD (year)
Design Hour Volume (DHV): Truck Percentage (%)
Designed Speed (mph): Legal Speed (mph):
Existing Proposed
Number of Lanes: N/A N/A -
Type of Lanes: N/A ‘ N/A
Pavernent Width: NIA ft. N/A ft.
Shoulder Width: _N/A ft. N/A ft.
Median Width: NIA ft. N/A |t
Sidewalk Width: _ N/A ft. N/A ft.
Setling: - Urban Suburban v | Rural
Topography: v | Level ___ | Roliing Hilly

if the proposed action has multiple roadways, this seclion should be filled aut for each roadway.

This is page 6 of 24 Project name: Historic Bridges on Sult Creek Trail; Browu County Date: _ Tuly 17,2015
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Mueliner, Kyle

Subject: FW: Des# 0800910 SR 46 Bridge Replacement

FYI

From: Dieckmeyer, Ellie

Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2009 8:32 AM

To: Kennedy, Mary; Miller, Daniel

Cc: Eubank, Michael L; Vollmer, Mike; Branigin, Susan; Miller, Shaun; Peterson, Staffan (INDQOT)
Subject: RE: Des# 0800910 SR 46 Bridge Replacement

After a conversation with Clay County, | don’t feel they want to take over a new park. They cannot afford the
parks they currently have and are going to close many of them.

Question — If the county does not want a park, how will that effect the bridge moving? How can INDOT move a
bridge and not maintain?

Ellie

Categorical Exclusion Historic Bridge Relocation to Salt Creek Trail, Des. Nos. 1400311 & 1400365 D45
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Historic Clay County bridge gets hew home

Story Comments (2) Email Print Font Size:
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Fosted. Wadnesday, July 272, 2015 0 15 am
By Laura Lans 812-331-4262 | llane@heraldt.com | 2 comments

Clay Counly gets a wide modern bridge over Eel Creek courlesyofthe Indiana Depariment of Transporiation. And
Brown Countytakes possession ofthe old two-span steel through-iruss bridge, which will be reused on the
under-consiruction Salt Greek Trail,

The repurposing of the historic Ind. 46 bridge near Center Poini, built in 1933 and supported by concrete
abulmenls and a center pier, also saves Brown Counly trail supporiers about a million dollars.

Volunleers have worked 12 years to construct a 3.7-mile Nashville-area walkway, and Ihe cost of two bridges to
span Salt Creek was estimated atmore than $900,000.

Tom Tuleyfrom the Salt Creek Trall Committee was elated when he heard the bridge news. The group has
money to develop the next portion of lhe trail, but the prejectis on hald until the Eel Creek bridge gels dismantled,
which may not happen unlil 2017,

“We have the mongy o da the trail there, but since we will have to walt on the bridge, we are lelling the money stay
In fhe bank lo gel some investment return righl now,” Tuley said. "Having those bridges means there's a mllllon
dollars we don't have io raise.”

One ofthe arched bridge spans will be placed cross Sall Creek aboul a mile east of Nashwlle, where a Mexican
restaurant had been localed. The other will span the creek near lhe west entrance to Brown County State Park.
Tuley said the bridge will be taken somewhere for refurbishing and fitted for its new purpose, atthe state’s
expense, before being reassembled as two bridges and hauled lo Brown County.

The bridge has a special “select’ raling and Is listed in the Nalional Register of Historic Places forits
fransportalion significance in Clay Caunty's setiement and development. Bridges wilh that designalion may not
be desfroyed, so a sixmonth perlod was setaside to see if any private entity would come fonward to buy the
bridge. *When we heard about it being available, we Jumped for it,” Tuley said.

In searching for a new home for the bridge, lhe sfale delermined the mulli-use trail being developad in Brown
County, ihateventuallywill cannect the state park with downtown Nashulle, was the ideal sile.

“The.two independent russ spans that comprise the bridge would be separated and relocated o provide two

pedestrian bridges along the Sall Creek Trail,” an INDOT news release explained. "One of the spans would be
localed wilhin Brown County Slale Park and ewned by Indiana Department of Natural Resourcas (5. The other
would be lecaled outside the park and would be owned by Brown County, which is developing lhe Irail projecl.”

So far, three-fourins of a mile ofthe Sall Creek Trail has been built alohg Greasy Creek, between the CVS and the
YMCA Volunfeérs are scheduled to gather atthe Greasy Creek tral bridge next week to clean off mud from recent
floeding.

INDOT has scheduled a public hearing for Clay County's proposed new bridge, which will have three spans
exlending across the Eel River, 12-foot travel lanes and wide berms. The meeling will be at8 p.m. Wednesday,
Aug. 6, at Center Point United Methodist Church, 200 S, Cherry St. In Center Point.,
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Salt Creek Trail awarded $1.8 million grant
Updated on: 06.25.14

The Salt Creek Trail project has been awarded a $1.8 million grant from the Indiana
Department of Transportation -- boosting three of the four phases of the trail to
full funding.

The first phase, a three-quarter-mile run from the State Road 46/135 intersection
in town to the YMCA, opened in the fall of 2013,

Salt Creek Trail Carnmittee Vice-chairman. Tom Tuléy said the new spans of the trail
-- from Brown County State Park to Brown County Schools' Eagle Park, and from
Eagle Park to the existing trail head at the Brown County YMCA -~ mlght open in as
soon as three years.

"We don't need to raise another dime to get the first three phases of the trail
finished," he said. "We just have to do all the work yet."

That work includes hiring an engineer, possibly doing additional environmental
work, submitting final pfans for the route, getting a bridge permit and gaining
easements from property owners in the proposed path.

Tuley sald the trall committee has not been allowed to approach any private
property owners in the path of the proposed route to ask for easements, even
though a map showing the trail running along their properties has been publicly
circulated in Nashville-Brown County's Stellar Communities strategic investment
plan.

On June 10, Charles and Marilyn Snyder submitted a letter via attorney Wanda
Jones to the Town of Nashville, Bob Kirlin and the Stellar committee stating that
"we are not willing to grant any easement or right of way to our property for use
by the Trail."

Tuley said a different route for that leg could be identified,

Tulay said he didn't know yet how this grant award would affect the request for
Salt Creek Trail funding in the Stellar Cornmunities plan. The request was for $1.8
million -~ the same amount INDOT just announcad the project will get through its
regular grant cycle,

He said the trail committee had to apply for this grant well before it would find out
about Stellar awards.

Read more in the July 2 Brown County Democrat.

-- Sara Clifford, Brown County Demaocrat
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August 20 Lt
WRAPS i
7 tog p.m, Library, 205 N. Locust Lane

August 20
‘Pixels' at the Playhouse
7 p.m. BC Playhouse, 70 S, Van Buren St.
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