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Thursday, July 18, 2013

Dear Local Resident, Concerned Citizen, and Elected Public Official:

The Indiana Departments of Transportation (INDOT), Natural Resources (IDNR) and Brown County are collaborating on an improvement of Yellowwood Road and Yellowwood Lake Road.  This collaboration is made possible through the Cooperative Recreational Access Road Improvement Program with the intent to improve access from SR 45 (via Lanam Ridge Road) and SR 46 into and through Yellowwood State Forest.  
The purpose of this public open house is to offer all interested persons an opportunity to meet with INDOT, IDNR and Brown County officials, review the project proposal and provide input regarding the proposal.

There are several ways your comments may be presented this evening.  You may submit comments in the following manner:
1. Complete one of the comment forms and return it to any of the INDOT representatives attending the public hearing.  Comment forms are attached to this page and additional forms are available at the sign-in table.    

2. Mail your comments to the Indiana Department of Transportation’s Seymour District Customer Service Center Attn: Glenda Seal, Customer Service Center Manager at 185 Agrico Lane, Seymour, Indiana 47274; PHONE: (877) 305-7611.  INDOT respectfully requests comments be submitted by Monday, August 5, 2013.   

3. Comments may be e-mailed to the INDOT Seymour District Customer Service Center at: secommunications@indot.in.gov.  

INDOT, IDNR and Brown County sincerely appreciate your attendance this evening and look forward to working with the community during the development of this project.       

Rickie Clark, INDOT Office of Public Involvement

rclark@indot.in.gov  (317) 232-6601
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The purpose of the project is to improve access to the recreational areas of Yellowwood State Forrest.  The needs and deficiencies of Yellowwood Road and Yellowwood Lake Road include low-lying areas prone to flooding, under-sized bridges and culverts, the presence of fords, and the lack of a hardened (i.e. asphalt) pavement surface.  Numerous times during the year, high rain events force the temporary closure of these roads.  Sections of Yellowwood Lake Road are eroding into Jackson Creek, which not only compromise the road bed but also contributes to sedimentation of the creek. 

The scope of the project has two basic forms.  Most sections of Yellowwood Road and Yellowwood Lake Road will received a chip-and-seal overlay of the existing roadway (about 4.2 miles of the total project length of 6.5 miles).  Some patching may also be done, but the road will not be widened in those areas.  The remaining 2.3 miles will reconstruct the road.  In the areas to be reconstructed, the road will be widened and raised so to remain open for up to a 10-year rain event.  Due to the widening and raising of the road, right-of-way acquisition from the adjacent property owners will be needed in those areas.  Most of the reconstruction areas will keep the road on its existing alignment.  The exception is a 0.6 mile section of Yellowwood Lake Road, where it is proposed to realign the road to the west side of Jackson Creek to correct the erosion problems that current exists.

The survey for the project was completed in the summer of 2012.  The preliminary design plans and the environmental study will be complete in the fall of 2013.  The real estate acquisition phase should begin in early 2014.  Construction of the southern half of the project is scheduled to begin construction in the spring of 2015; construction for the northern half of the project is scheduled to begin in early 2016.    
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