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From
:

To:
Subject:

D
ate:

RE: Early Coordination Letter - US 20 Added Travel Lanes Elkhart County Section 2 (CR 35 to SR 13) Des. No.
1900095
M

onday, Decem
ber 9, 2019 12:27:26 PM

Attachm
ents:

H
i Richard,

W
e have review

ed the enclosed early coordination packet and w
e do not have any environm

ental
concerns regarding the project (Des. N

o. 1900095, U
S 20, Section 2) at this tim

e. Therefore, w
e w

ill
not be providing a com

m
ent letter.

Best Regards,

K
aren M

. Novak
S

r E
n

viro
n

m
en

tal M
g

r S
u

p
erviso

r

5333 H
atfield Road

Fort W
ayne, IN

 46808
O

ffice: (260) 969-8302
Em

ail: knovak@
indot.in.gov

From
: Richard Connolly [m

ailto:rconnolly@
H

N
TB.com

] 
Sent: Thursday, N

ovem
ber 21, 2019 8:22 AM

To: N
ovak, Karen <KN

ovak@
indot.IN

.gov>
Subject: Early Coordination Letter - U

S 20 Added Travel Lanes Elkhart County Section 2 (CR 35 to SR
13)Des. N

o. 1900095

**** T
his is an E

X
T

E
R

N
A

L em
ail. E

xercise caution. D
O

 N
O

T
 open attachm

ents or
click links from

 unknow
n senders or unexpected em

ail. ****

M
s. N

ovak,

Please see the attached early coordination letter and supporting graphics for the U
S 20 Added Travel

Lanes Elkhart County Section 2 (CR 35 to SR 13) Des. N
o. 1900095. If you have any questions

regarding this project, please feel free to contact m
e by phone or em

ail.

Thanks.
R

ich
ard

 J. C
o

n
n

o
lly, C

P
E

S
C

S
cience P

roject M
anager

A
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N
atural R

esources C
onservation Service 
Indiana State O

ffice
6013 Lakeside Boulevard

Indianapolis, IN
 46278

317-290-3200

H
elping People H

elp the Land. 

U
SD

A is an equal opportunity provider, em
ployer and lender.

N
ovem

ber 27, 2019

R
ichard C

onnolly 
H

N
TB

 C
orporation 

111 M
onum

ent C
ircle, Suite 1200 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

D
ear M

r. C
onnolly: 

The proposed project to proceed w
ith added travel lanes along U

S 20 – Section 2 (C
ounty R

oad 
35 to State R

oad 13) in Elkhart C
ounty, Indiana, (D

es N
o 1900095), as referred to in your letter 

received N
ovem

ber 20, 2019, w
ill not cause a conversion of prim

e farm
land. 

If you need additional inform
ation, please contact John A

llen at 317-295-5859.

Sincerely, 

JER
R

Y
 R

A
Y

N
O

R
 

State C
onservationist 
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From
:

M
cCloskey, Elizabeth

To:
Richard Connolly

Subject:
Re: [EXTERNAL] Early Coordination Letter - US 20 Added Travel Lanes Elkhart County Section 2 (CR 35 to SR 13)
Des. No. 1900095

D
ate:

W
ednesday, Novem

ber 27, 2019 1:11:15 PM
Attachm

ents:
im

age002.png

G
ood afternoon, because the proposed project w

ill have m
inor im

pacts on natural resources, and no Federally
endangered species are know

n to be present, the U
.S. Fish and W

ildlife Service w
ill not be providing a com

m
ent letter.

Elizabeth M
cC

loskey
U

.S. Fish and W
ildlife Service

N
orthern Indiana Suboffice

C
hesterton, Indiana

O
n Thu, N

ov 21, 2019 at 7:21 A
M

 R
ichard C

onnolly <rconnolly@
hntb.com

> w
rote:

M
s. M

cC
loskey,

Please see the attached early coordination letter and supporting graphics for the U
S 20

A
dded Travel Lanes Elkhart C

ounty Section 2 (C
R

 35 to SR
 13) D

es. N
o. 1900095. If you

have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact m
e by phone or em

ail.

Thanks.

R
ich

ard
 J. C

o
n

n
o

lly, C
P

E
S

C

S
cience P

roject M
anager

E
nvironm

ental P
lanning

T
el (317) 917-5333   F

ax (317) 917-5211   

H
N

T
B

 C
O

R
P

O
R

A
T

IO
N

111 M
onum

ent C
ircle S

uite 1200, Indianapolis, IN
 46204  |  w

w
w

.hntb.com

100+
 Y

E
A

R
S

 O
F

 IN
F

R
A

S
T

R
U

C
T

U
R

E
 S

O
L

U
T

IO
N

S

T
his e-m

ail and any files transm
itted w

ith it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the

A
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From
:

Bosscher, Valerie
To:

Richard Connolly
Cc:

sseculoff@
indot.in.gov

Subject:
U.S. 20 betw

een S.R. 13 and C.R. 35 - Added travel lanes - Des. No. 1900095
D

ate:
Tuesday, Decem

ber 10, 2019 11:48:18 AM

G
ood m

orning, M
r. Connolly,

In reply to your early coordination letter about the above referenced project, m
y review

 confirm
ed your project

location along U
.S. 20 betw

een S.R. 13 and C.R. 35, located betw
een M

iddlebury and Elkhart, Indiana, is not located
w

ithin a designated Sole Source Aquifer review
 area, so an EPA Sole Source Aquifer project review

 of this project is
not required.

The project location (highlighted in red below
) is outside the St. Joseph SSA project review

 area, as show
n in this

screen shot from
 the searchable m

aps online at https://w
w

w
.epa.gov/dw

ssa:

W
hile this project is not subject to Sole Source Aquifer review

, w
e suggest that during construction appropriate

safeguards are in place to ensure that ground w
ater is not endangered.  Such safeguards w

ould include securing
adequate precautions for fueling/servicing large equipm

ent, using “green infrastructure” practices w
here possible,

and developing contingency plans to handle the release of any hazardous m
aterials.

Please let m
e know

 if you have any questions, or if you w
ould like a form

al response letter.

Thank you,
Val

Valerie Bosscher, P.E.
Environm

ental Engineer
G

round W
ater &

 Drinking W
ater Branch

Ph 312-886-6731
U

.S. EPA Region 5
77 W

. Jackson Blvd. (W
G

-15J)
Chicago, IL 60604
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Decem
ber 27, 2019 

M
iddlebury Com

m
unity Schools 

56853 Northridge Drive 
M

iddlebury, IN  46540 

Attn:  M
s. Jane Allen 

RE:  U
S 20 From

 CR 35 to SR 13, INDO
T Des No 1900095 

Dear M
s. Allen, 

Thank you for providing the valuable feedback on this project.  W
e have prepared responses below

 for 
each of the item

s identified in the letter dated Decem
ber 16, 2019.  

Com
m

ent: 

Response: 
A pedestrian fence w

ill be considered to prevent pedestrians from
 crossing US 20 at unm

arked 
locations.   

Com
m

ent: 

Response: 
The design team

 is considering options for a pedestrian crossing near Heritage Drive.  O
ptions are being 

evaluated including the cost benefit analysis of a grade separated crossing that w
ill consider the 

num
ber of pedestrians crossing US 20 today.     

Com
m

ent: 
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Response: 
The design team

 is carefully considering a pedestrian crossing at the W
ayne Street / CR 16 intersection.  

A pedestrian crossing phase at the traffic signal w
ould be long enough for pedestrians to cross the 

entire roadw
ay w

idth w
ithout having to stop in a center refuge island or m

edian.   

Com
m

ent: 

Response: 
The design team

 is looking at im
proving the horizontal curve along US 20 at the W

ayne Street / CR 16 
intersection by lengthening the curve w

hich w
ould shift US 20 slightly to the south.  The intersection 

w
ill continue to be signalized after the project is com

plete. 

Com
m

ent: 

Answ
er: 

The project is being designed for 45 m
ph.  The posted speed lim

it w
ill be set to encourage safe driving 

conditions along the road.  A school zone speed lim
it can be considered to reduce the enforceable 

speed lim
it during school days.    

Com
m

ent: 

Answ
er: 

W
ith the increase of traffic along US 20, a 2

nd travel lane in each direction is needed.  A center tw
o-w

ay 
left turn lane w

ill be installed for vehicles to safely turn left at drivew
ays and side roads.  The traffic 

signal at CR 35 can also be used to access the subdivision to the south.   

Com
m

ent: 

Answ
er: 

Tem
porary access w

ill be m
aintained during construction, and all existing access points along US 20 w

ill 
be preserved w

ith the project.  
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Com
m

ent: 

Response: 
Access to Heritage Drive w

ill be m
aintained w

ith the project.  Traffic counts have been perform
ed 

recently along US 20 including the Heritage Drive intersection.  The design team
 w

ill look into the 
recent counts and consider options for im

provem
ents at this intersection, including the feasibility of 

rem
oving access to US 20, or creating a pronounced splitter island preventing vehicles from

 turning 
left.     

Com
m

ent: 

Response: 
Prelim

inary w
idening options are being developed and w

ill be exam
ined for overall im

pacts to the 
properties along the corridor.  Im

pacts to the north side of US 20 near the soccer fields/parking area 
are anticipated to be m

inim
al.  Any im

pacts to the property w
ill be assessed by an appraiser and the 

property ow
ner w

ill be com
pensated during land acquisition.        

Sincerely, 

HNTB Indiana, Inc. 

Christopher J. Schultz, PE 
Sr. Project M

anager 
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