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www.in.gov/dot/ 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

100 North Senate Avenue 
Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

PHONE: (855) INDOT4U   
           
 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Michael Smith, Commissioner 

 

May 12, 2023 
 
Early Coordination Agency 
 
Re: Des. No. 2200147, Bridge Project on Park Road (Canyon Road) over Little Crooked Creek, 0.4 mile North of 

State Road (SR) 256 in Clifty Falls State Park, Madison Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
 
 
Dear Early Coordination Agency: 
  
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) in conjunction with the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR), intends to proceed with a project involving the referenced bridge (P000-39-06876 B/NBI: 
060290) in Jefferson County, Indiana. Funding will be provided by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review process. We are requesting comments 
from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects associated with this project. Please use 
the referenced designation numbers and description in your reply. We will incorporate your comments into a 
study of the project’s environmental impacts.  
  
This project is located on Park Road (also known as Canyon Road) over Little Crooked Creek, approximately 0.4 
mile north of SR 256 in Clifty Falls State Park, near Madison, in Jefferson County, Indiana. Specifically, this project 
is located in Section 33, Township 4 North, Range 10 East, as shown on the Madison West 7.5 Minute Topographic 
Map. 
 
The existing bridge, structure number P000-39-06876 (NBI: 060290), is a single-span, concrete open-spandrel arch 
bridge, 175 feet in length, with an out-to-out width of 30.5 feet. This bridge has two reinforced concrete beam 
approach spans on each side and 2.3-foot-wide sidewalks flanking the bridge deck. It is listed as a programmatically 
determined, Select historic bridge eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NHRP) on the Indiana Historic 
Bridge Inventory list. It was built in 1947 and rehabilitated in 1980, 1990, and 2000.  The project need is attributed 
to deterioration present on the existing structure, which is rated in fair condition (5 out of 9). There are areas of 
cracking in the approach slabs and bridge wearing surface as well as areas of cracking, delamination, and spalling 
in the spandrel beams, floor beams, columns, and arches. Erosion is present at the footings of the columns and 
piers. The wearing surface and deck are rated in satisfactory condition (6 out of 9) but have areas of more significant 
deterioration which continue to worsen. The superstructure and substructure are rated in fair condition (5 out of 9), 
with areas of deterioration limiting the functional life of the bridge. If these areas are not repaired and protected, it 
is estimated the bridge could have a reduced load capacity in 15 years. The purpose of this project is to improve 
the deteriorated portions of the bridge resulting in an overall bridge condition rating of 7 out of 9 (good) or better 
while preserving its historical aspects. An additional objective of the project is to prevent further erosion around the 
exposed footings. 
 
Per the terms of the “Programmatic Agreement Regarding Management and Preservation of Indiana’s Historic 
Bridges” (Historic Bridge PA), the Federal Highway Administration–Indiana Division (FHWA) will satisfy its Section 
106 responsibilities involving “Select” and “Non-Select” bridges through the Project Development Process (PDP) of 
the Historic Bridges PA (Stipulation III). Because Bridge No. P000-39-06876 (NBI: 060290) is a “Select” bridge, the 
procedures outlined in Stipulation III B. of the Historic Bridges PA will be followed to fulfill FHWA’s Section 106 
responsibilities. 
  
The Historic Bridge PA Development Process and Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966 
require the development of a Section 4(f) Alternatives Analysis in an effort to minimize harm and reduce impacts to 
historic structures. Per the guidelines of the Historic Bridges Programmatic Agreement, the applicable alternates 
will be evaluated to determine the most prudent and feasible option to meet the desired transportation need. 
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The preferred alternative proposes rehabilitating the existing bridge for continued vehicular use (two ways), meeting 
the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. The rehabilitation efforts will include hydrodemolition of the 
existing bridge deck and placement of a rigid concrete overlay over the driving surface, repair of the curb by 
patching, replacement of the bridge expansion joints between the deck sections with pre-compressed foam joints 
and the reinforced concrete approach slabs. The existing approach slabs will be sawcut at the curb face to allow 
the existing bridge railing transitions to remain. The new approach slabs will be attached to the remaining portions 
of the existing approach slabs. Erosion protection material will be placed around the existing footings. Deteriorated 
portions of the floor beams, piers, spandrel columns, and arches will be repaired. The spalls on the front face of the 
abutments and wingwalls will be patched. Deteriorated portions of the tie beams between the north and south 
arches will be repaired. Two locations along the arch and one pedestal have cracking but do not require patching. 
The cracks will be epoxy injected to prevent the intrusion of water, which could create delaminations or spalls. Fiber 
Reinforced Polymer (FRP) will be applied to patched concrete areas and color-matched to the existing arch as 
much as feasible. The curb, sidewalk, and railing will be cleaned and sealed, and the northeast side paved ditch 
will be converted from a V-shaped ditch to a flat bottom ditch. Riprap may need to be placed around the piers for 
scour protection. Approximately 10 feet of full-depth patching and 40 feet of resurfacing will be needed on Park 
Road. 
 
The preferred maintenance of traffic (MOT) is anticipated to be a road closure with a detour route utilizing SR 256, 
US 421, and SR 56. It would be in place for approximately 60 days or less. No right-of-way acquisition is anticipated. 
Approximately 0.21 acre of tree clearing is expected. The projected letting date is September 2025, with 
construction anticipated to begin Spring 2026. This project will extend approximately 200 feet northwest and 200 
feet southeast of the bridge centerline for a total of 400 feet. 
 
Land use within the project vicinity is forested, with steep cliffs lining the roadway. The project is located within Clifty 
Falls State Park, which is afforded protection under Section 4(f) as a publicly owned park and Section 6(f) as a Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) site. In addition, Clifty Falls State Park is part of a larger National Register 
of Historic Places Multiple Property Submission (NRHP MPS) with the National Park System as a park that was 
part of the New Deal Work Programs from 1935 to 1942.  
 
Due to the presence of Little Crooked Creek within the project area, BLN will prepare a Waters of the U.S. Report 
(WOUSR), including wetland determinations and stream investigations as appropriate. In addition, BLN will have 
Qualified Professionals (QPs) investigate the project area for archaeological and historic resources for compliance 
with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The results of this investigation will be forwarded 
to the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (IN SHPO) for review and concurrence. 
 
Please provide your response within thirty (30) calendar days from the date of this letter. However, should you find 
that an extension to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount may be granted upon request. If you 
have questions regarding this matter, please contact Brad Williamson, the INDOT Project Manager, at 
bwilliamson@indot.IN.gov or telephone 812-524-3971 or Raquel Walker at rwalker@b-l-n.com or telephone 317-
558-7546. Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Raquel Walker 
Senior Environmental Analyst  
Beam, Longest, and Neff, LLC 
  
Attachments:  
Mailing List 
Maps  
Ground-Level Photographs 
 
 
 
 

Attachments have been removed to avoid duplication and can be found in Appendix B.
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EARLY COORDINATION MAILING LIST 

Federal Highway Administration 
Federal Office Building, Room 254 
575 North Pennsylvania Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Electronic Coordination: patrick.carpenter@dot.gov 

David Dye, Environmental Section Manager 
INDOT Seymour District 
1825 Agrico Lane 
Seymour, Indiana 47274 
Electronic Coordination – ddye@indot.in.gov  

Chief, Groundwater Section 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management  
100 N. Senate Ave.  
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Electronic Coordination: IDEM’s Wellhead Proximity 
Determinator www.in.gov/idem/cleanwater/pages/wellhead/ 

Robert Phillips, Superintendent 
Jefferson County Highway Department 
3135 Clifty Drive 
Madison, IN 47250 
Electronic Coordination: 
robert.phillips@jeffersoncounty.in.gov 

Environmental Coordinator 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 
402 West Washington Street, Room W273 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Electronic Coordination: environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov  

Ms. Deborah Snyder 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Louisville District, Indianapolis Regulatory Office 
Indianapolis, IN 46216 
Electronic Coordination: 
regulatoryapplicationsLRL@usace.army.mil  

Regional Environmental Coordinator 
Midwest Regional Office 
National Park Service  
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102 
Electronic Coordination: mwro_compliance@nps.gov  

Field Supervisor  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
Bloomington, Indiana Field Office  
620 South Walker Street  
Bloomington, Indiana 47403 
Electronic Coordination: robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov  

Field Environmental Officer 
Chicago Regional Office 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development  
77 W. Jackson Blvd, Room 2401, Metcalf Federal Building 
Chicago, IL 60604 
Electronic Coordination: erik.r.sandstedt@hud.gov 

Indiana Geological and Water Survey 
611 North Walnut Grove 
Bloomington, IN 47405 
Electronic Coordination: 
https://igws.indiana.edu/eAssessment/ 
 

Brad Williamson, Project Manager 
INDOT Seymour District 
1825 Agrico Lane 
Seymour, Indiana 47274 
Electronic Coordination: bwilliamson@indot.in.gov 

Indiana Department of Transportation 
Office of Aviation  
100 N. Senate Avenue, Rm. 955  
Indianapolis, IN 46204  
Electronic Coordination: tlewandowski@indot.in.gov 

Troy Morgan, Director 
Jefferson County Emergency Management  
620 Green Road 
Madison, IN 47250 
Electronic Coordination: troy.morgan@jeffersoncounty.in.gov 

Jefferson County Commissioner’s Office 
300 E Main Street, Room 103 
Madison, IN 47250 
Electronic Coordination: 
sarah.morgan@jeffersoncounty.in.gov 

Mike Pittman, Director of Planning & Zoning / County Surveyor 
Jefferson County Surveyors Office 
315 Jefferson Street, Annex Building 
Madison, IN 47250 
Electronic Coordination: mike.pittman@jeffersoncounty.in.gov 

IDNR Division of Law Enforcement  
District 9 
1387 East U.S. 50 
Versailles, IN 47042 
Electronic Coordination: icodist9@dnr.IN.gov 

JoMary Baller, Project Manager 
Indiana Division of Natural Resources  
Electronic Coordination: jballer@dnr.in.gov 

Allen Hurst, Trails Coordinator 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
Division of State Parks 
Electronic Coordination: ahurst@dnr.in.gov 

Cory Duff, Assistant Property Manager 
Clifty Falls State Park 
2221 Clifty Drive 
Madison, IN 47250 
Electronic Coordination: cduff1@dnr.in.gov 

Mary Kennedy, Historic Bridge Specialist 
INDOT Environmental Services-Cultural Resources 
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N758-ES 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Electronic Coordination: mkennedy@indot.IN.gov 
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Organization and Project Information

Project ID: 200057
Des. ID: 2200147
Project Title: Park Road (Canyon Road) over Little Crooked Creek
Name of Organization: Beam, Longest and Neff (BLN)
Requested by: Raquel Walker

Environmental Assessment Report

Geological Hazards:
High liquefaction potential
Floodway

1.

Mineral Resources:
Bedrock Resource: High Potential 
Sand and Gravel Resource: Low Potential 

2.

Active or abandoned mineral resources extraction sites:
None documented in the area

3.

*All map layers from Indiana Map (maps.indiana.edu) 

DISCLAIMER: 
This document was compiled by Indiana University, Indiana Geological Survey, using data believed to be accurate; however, a degree of error is
inherent in all data. This product is distributed "AS-IS" without warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied, including but not limited to
warranties of suitability to a particular purpose or use. No attempt has been made in either the design or production of these data and document to
define the limits or jurisdiction of any federal, state, or local government. The data used to assemble this document are intended for use only at the
published scale of the source data or smaller (see the metadata links below) and are for reference purposes only. They are not to be construed as a
legal document or survey instrument. A detailed on-the-ground survey and historical analysis of a single site may differ from these data and this
document.

This information was furnished by Indiana Geological Survey
Address: 1001 E. 10th St., Bloomington, IN 47405
Email: IGSEnvir@indiana.edu

  Phone: 812 855-7428 Date: May 12, 2023

Privacy Notice
 
Copyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University,

 
Copyright Complaints
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Metadata: 
https://portal.igs.indiana.edu/arcgis/rest/services/Seismic_Earthquake_Liquefaction_Potential/MapServer/info/metadata/metadata.xml?format=default&output=html

https://portal.igs.indiana.edu/arcgis/rest/services/Industrial_Minerals_SandAndGravel_Resources/MapServer/info/metadata/metadata.xml?format=default&output=html

https://www.arcgis.com/sharing/rest/content/items/53cea647df2b4051b0b86461613541a0/info/metadata/metadata.xml?format=default&output=html

https://portal.igs.indiana.edu/arcgis/rest/services/Bedrock_Geology//MapServer/info/metadata/metadata.xml?format=default&output=html

Privacy Notice
 
Copyright © 2015 The Trustees of Indiana University,

 
Copyright Complaints
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Raquel Walker

From: Lewandowski, Tyler <TLewandowski@indot.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2023 9:30 AM
To: Raquel Walker
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter for Des. 2200147 - Bridge Project

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders. 

Good morning, 
 
After review, no tall structure permit is required for the project if all equipment being used is under 200 feet in height. 
Please let our office know if you have any further questions.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Tyler Lewandowski 
Project Manager 
INDOT Office of Aviation 
(317) 495‐4875 
tlewandowski@indot.in.gov 
www.aviation.indot.in.gov  

 
 

From: Raquel Walker <rwalker@b‐l‐n.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2023 10:26 AM 
To: Carpenter, Patrick (FHWA) <patrick.carpenter@dot.gov>; DNR Environmental Review 
<environmentalreview@dnr.IN.gov>; mwro_compliance@nps.gov; erik.r.sandstedt@hud.gov; Williamson, Brad 
<BWILLIAMSON@indot.IN.gov>; Morgan, Troy <troy.morgan@jeffersoncounty.in.gov>; 
mike.pittman@jeffersoncounty.in.gov; Baller, Jomary <jballer@dnr.IN.gov>; Duff, Cory <CDuff1@dnr.IN.gov>; Dye, 
David <DDYE@indot.IN.gov>; robert.phillips@jeffersoncounty.in.gov; regulatoryapplicationsLRL@usace.army.mil; 
McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>; Lewandowski, Tyler <TLewandowski@indot.IN.gov>; 
sarah.morgan@jeffersoncounty.in.gov; ICO District 9 Headquarters <ICODist9@dnr.IN.gov>; Hurst, Allen A 
<AHurst@dnr.IN.gov>; Kennedy, Mary <MKENNEDY@indot.IN.gov> 
Cc: Brian Shaw <bshaw@b‐l‐n.com>; Tyler Wolf <twolf@b‐l‐n.com> 
Subject: Early Coordination Letter for Des. 2200147 ‐ Bridge Project 
 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Hello,  
  
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) in conjunction with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR), intends to proceed with a project involving the referenced bridge (P000‐39‐06876 B/NBI: 060290) in Jefferson 
County, Indiana. Funding will be provided by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Please see the attached early 
coordination letter with information regarding this project. 
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The existing structure is listed as a programmatically determined “Select” bridge, eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NHRP) on the Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory list. The project is located within Clifty Falls State Park, 
which is afforded protection under Section 4(f) as a publicly owned park and Section 6(f) as a Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) site; however, no right‐of‐way acquisition is anticipated. Approximately 0.21 acre of tree 
clearing is expected.  
  
We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects associated with 
this project. If you would like to respond, we request that you do so within 30 calendar days of the date of this letter. 
Please use the referenced designation number and description in your reply.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information. 
  
  
Thank you,  
 

RAQUEL WALKER 
  

Senior Analyst 
Environmental Services 
   

o: 317‐558‐7546 
 

B‐L‐N.COM 

  

BEAM, LONGEST and NEFF 
A TradiƟon of Excellence Since 1945 
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Raquel Walker

From: Hurst, Allen A <AHurst@dnr.IN.gov>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2023 4:38 PM
To: Raquel Walker
Cc: Simmons, Nathaniel R; Gummere, Erica; Tyler Wolf; Brian Shaw
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter for Des. 2200147 - Bridge Project

 

This Message Is From an External Sender  

This message came from outside your organization.  
     Report Suspicious     

 

Hi Raquel, 
 
We do not have specific requirements for replanting. Our general guidance for replanting is to coordinate with property 
management.   
 

Allen Hurst 
Trails Coordinator 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources  

Division of State Parks 

317‐232‐4070   
ahurst@dnr.in.gov  

www.dnr.IN.gov 

 

Please let us know about the quality of our service by taking this brief customer survey.  
 

From: Raquel Walker <rwalker@b‐l‐n.com>  
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:57 AM 
To: Hurst, Allen A <AHurst@dnr.IN.gov> 
Cc: Simmons, Nathaniel R <NSimmons@dnr.IN.gov>; Gummere, Erica <EGummere@dnr.IN.gov>; Tyler Wolf <twolf@b‐l‐
n.com>; Brian Shaw <bshaw@b‐l‐n.com> 
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter for Des. 2200147 ‐ Bridge Project 
 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Hi Allen,  
 
We have been discussing the potential tree clearing and had a couple of questions for you as we weren’t sure if you had 
any specific requirements or exceptions for the replanting that you mentioned in your response to the early 
coordination letter. 
 
If the Contractor chooses to use the construction access shown in the plans to access the underside of the bridge, there 
will most likely be some vegetation clearing required. The vegetation around the bridge ranges from grass to 
shrubs/brush to small trees to large trees.  Our hope is the Contractor can avoid the large trees, but we anticipate 
shrubs/brush and some small trees will need to be cut to allow access. We’d like to give the Contractor some criteria 
regarding what needs to be replanted.  The Contractor will need to grade and reseed any area that they disturb which 
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will allow the grass and shrubs to regrow.  Is it acceptable to have the Contractor mitigate the cut trees at a 1:1 ratio for 
all trees 3” dbh or greater? 
 
The other question is that we would prefer the Contractor to not cut and grind the stumps.  The root system of the trees 
helps with the stability of the slopes. Our goal was to indicate on the plans that any tree over 3” dbh that is cut shall be 
cut 4” above ground and the stumps shall remain in place.  The only problem with that is that if we need to mitigate the 
trees, but are leaving the stumps in place, we will start running out of room to mitigate.  We’d like to know your 
thoughts on this before we finalize our plan for mitigation. 
 
I have attached a set of the plans for your reference. Please let us know if you require any additional information. 
 
 
Thank you,  

RAQUEL WALKER 
   

Senior Analyst 
Environmental Services
   

o: 317‐558‐7546 
 

B‐L‐N.COM 

  

BEAM, LONGEST and NEFF 
Egis GROUP 
A Tradition of Excellence Since 1945 

 

 

From: Hurst, Allen A <AHurst@dnr.IN.gov>  
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2023 1:04 PM 
To: Raquel Walker <rwalker@b‐l‐n.com> 
Cc: Simmons, Nathaniel R <NSimmons@dnr.IN.gov>; Gummere, Erica <EGummere@dnr.IN.gov> 
Subject: RE: Early Coordination Letter for Des. 2200147 ‐ Bridge Project 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking 
links, especially from unknown senders. 

Des. No. 2200147 
Description: Bridge Project on Park Road (Canyon Road) over Little Crooked Creek, 0.4 mile North of State Road (SR) 
256 in Clifty Falls State Park, Madison Township, Jefferson County, Indiana. 
 
The project as submiƩed takes place within a Land and Water ConservaƟon Fund (LWCF) site, CliŌy Falls State Park, but 
does not negaƟvely impact outdoor recreaƟon as it is repairing an exisƟng structure. 
 
Please coordinate tree clearing with property management. Any tree clearing for temporary use must be replanted.  
 
Should the scope of the project change to further alter the LWCF site in any way that is not intended for outdoor 
recreaƟon use, the DNR, Division of State Parks must be contacted at nsimmons@dnr.in.gov. 
 

Allen Hurst 
Trails Coordinator 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources  

Division of State Parks 

317‐232‐4070   
ahurst@dnr.in.gov  
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www.dnr.IN.gov 

 

Please let us know about the quality of our service by taking this brief customer survey.  
 

From: Raquel Walker <rwalker@b‐l‐n.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 12, 2023 10:26 AM 
To: Carpenter, Patrick (FHWA) <patrick.carpenter@dot.gov>; DNR Environmental Review 
<environmentalreview@dnr.IN.gov>; mwro_compliance@nps.gov; erik.r.sandstedt@hud.gov; Williamson, Brad 
<BWILLIAMSON@indot.IN.gov>; Morgan, Troy <troy.morgan@jeffersoncounty.in.gov>; 
mike.pittman@jeffersoncounty.in.gov; Baller, Jomary <jballer@dnr.IN.gov>; Duff, Cory <CDuff1@dnr.IN.gov>; Dye, 
David <DDYE@indot.IN.gov>; robert.phillips@jeffersoncounty.in.gov; regulatoryapplicationsLRL@usace.army.mil; 
McWilliams, Robin <robin_mcwilliams@fws.gov>; Lewandowski, Tyler <TLewandowski@indot.IN.gov>; 
sarah.morgan@jeffersoncounty.in.gov; ICO District 9 Headquarters <ICODist9@dnr.IN.gov>; Hurst, Allen A 
<AHurst@dnr.IN.gov>; Kennedy, Mary <MKENNEDY@indot.IN.gov> 
Cc: Brian Shaw <bshaw@b‐l‐n.com>; Tyler Wolf <twolf@b‐l‐n.com> 
Subject: Early Coordination Letter for Des. 2200147 ‐ Bridge Project 
 

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from 
unknown senders or unexpected email. ****  

Hello,  
  
The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) in conjunction with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources 
(IDNR), intends to proceed with a project involving the referenced bridge (P000‐39‐06876 B/NBI: 060290) in Jefferson 
County, Indiana. Funding will be provided by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). Please see the attached early 
coordination letter with information regarding this project. 
 
The existing structure is listed as a programmatically determined “Select” bridge, eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places (NHRP) on the Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory list. The project is located within Clifty Falls State Park, 
which is afforded protection under Section 4(f) as a publicly owned park and Section 6(f) as a Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF) site; however, no right‐of‐way acquisition is anticipated. Approximately 0.21 acre of tree 
clearing is expected.  
  
We are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental effects associated with 
this project. If you would like to respond, we request that you do so within 30 calendar days of the date of this letter. 
Please use the referenced designation number and description in your reply.  
  
Please let me know if you have any questions or need any additional information. 
  
  
Thank you,  
 

RAQUEL WALKER 
  

Senior Analyst 
Environmental Services 
   

o: 317‐558‐7546 
 

B‐L‐N.COM 

  

BEAM, LONGEST and NEFF 
A TradiƟon of Excellence Since 1945 
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THIS IS NOT A PERMIT 

State of Indiana 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 
Early Coordination/Environmental Assessment 

DNR#: ER-25623 
 
Request Received:  May 12, 2023 
 
Requestor:  
Raquel Walker 
Beam, Longest & Neff, LLC 
8320 Craig Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46250 
 
Project: 
Park Road/Canyon Road bridge (#P000-39-06876 / NBI 060290) rehabilitation over Little Crooked Creek, 0.4 
miles north of SR 256 in Clifty Falls State Park, Madison; Des #2200147 
 
County/Site Info: Jefferson County 
 
The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced project per your request. Our 
agency offers the following comments for your information and in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969. 
 
If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations contained in this letter may 
become requirements of any permit issued. If we do not have permitting authority, all recommendations are 
voluntary. 
 
Regulatory Assessment: 
Formal approval by the Department of Natural Resources under the regulatory programs administered by the 
Division of Water is not required for this project. 
 
Natural Heritage Database: 
The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked.  To date, no plant or animal species listed as state or 
federally threatened, endangered, or rare have been reported to occur in the project vicinity. 
 
Fish and Wildlife Comments: 
Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources to the greatest extent possible, and 
compensate for impacts. The following are recommendations that address potential impacts identified in the 
proposed project area: 
 
A) Riparian Habitat: 
We recommend a mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the permit application, if required) for any 
unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur.  The DNR's Habitat Mitigation Guidelines (and plant lists) can be 
found online at: https://www.in.gov/nrc/files/IB-17.pdf. 
 
Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more in a rural or urban area should be mitigated at a minimum 
2:1 ratio based on area of impact. Impacts to non-wetland forest under one (1) acre but at least 0.10 acre in a 
rural or urban area should be mitigated at a minimum 1:1 ratio based on area of impact.  Impacts under 0.10 acre 
in a rural area typically do not require mitigation or additional plantings beyond seeding and stabilizing disturbed 
areas, though there are exceptions for high quality habitat sites. Impacts under 0.10 acre in an urban area should 
be mitigated by replacing trees that are 10” diameter-at-breast height (dbh) or greater by planting five trees, 1” to 
2” in dbh, for each tree which is removed that is 10" dbh or greater.  Seeding and stabilizing disturbed areas is 
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required regardless of the impact amount and location. If floodway impacts to forested wetland and non-wetland 
habitat areas combine to be 0.10 acres or more, mitigation should be done and coordinated with the biologist, as 
needed. 
 
The mitigation site should be located in the floodway, downstream of the one (1) square mile drainage area of 
that stream (or another stream within the 8-digit HUC, preferably as close to the impact site as possible) and 
adjacent to existing forested riparian habitat. 
 
B) Nesting Birds: 
Monitor the bridge for bird nesting activity prior to construction.  If any bird nests with eggs or young are found on 
the existing structures, do not work on the bridges from March 15 through September 7.  If construction is 
planned during this time and active nests are present, prior approval from the USDA must be secured by 
contacting: Wildlife Services State Director, USDA Wildlife Services, 901 W. State Street, W. Lafayette, IN 47907; 
(765) 494-6229; request Form 37 and any other required documentation and follow the USDA’s instructions. 
 
C) Riprap: 
Limit impacts to wildlife passage and movement from any riprap placed against the piers by only placing the 
minimum width of riprap protection needed and leaving most of the slope as a natural, riprap-free surface. 
 
The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or compensate for impacts to 
fish, wildlife, and botanical resources: 

1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas that are not currently mowed and maintained with a mixture of 
grasses, sedges, and wildflowers, as well as hardwood trees and shrubs if any woody plants are disturbed 
during construction, native to Southern Indiana and specifically for stream bank/floodway stabilization 
purposes as soon as possible upon completion; turf-type grasses (including low-endophyte, friendly 
endophyte, and endophyte free tall fescue but excluding all other varieties of tall fescue) may be used in 
currently mowed areas only. A native herbaceous seed mixture must include at least 5 species of grasses 
and sedges and 5 species of wildflowers. 

2. Minimize and contain within the project limits all tree and brush clearing. 
3. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana Bat or Northern Long-eared Bat roosting (3 inches or greater 

diameter-at-breast height, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks, crevices, or cavities) 
from April 1 through September 30. 

4. Do not deposit or allow construction/demolition materials or debris to fall or otherwise enter the waterway. 
Any incidental fallen material or debris in the waterway must be removed within 24 hours using best 
management practices, particularly lifting material out of the waterway and not dragging it across the 
streambed whenever possible. 

5. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be implemented to prevent 
sediment from entering the waterbody or leaving the construction site; maintain these measures until 
construction is complete and all disturbed areas are stabilized. 

6. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other methods that are 3:1 or 
steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty, biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-
woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as 
snakes and turtles (follow manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply 
mulch on all other disturbed areas. 

 
Contact Staff:   
Our agency appreciates this opportunity to be of service. Please contact me at mbuffington@dnr.in.gov or (317) 
233-4666 if we can be of further assistance. 
 
 
     Date:  June 8, 2023 
Matt Buffington 
Environmental Unit Supervisor 
Division of Fish and Wildlife 

C-14



C-15



C-16



C-17



C-18



C-19



C-20



C-21



C-22



C-23



C-24



C-25



C-26



C-27



C-28



C-29



C-30



C-31



C-32



C-33



C-34



C-35



C-36



C-37



C-38



C-39



C-40



C-41



C-42



C-43



C-44



C-45



C-46



C-47



C-48



C-49


	Appendices - V4
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2
	1. Des 2200147 - Early Coordination Letter
	2. IGWS 5-12.23
	3. INDOT Aviation 5-15.23
	4. Emergency Mgmt 5.15.23
	5. DNR outdoor rec 5.12.23
	6. ER25623-signed
	7. Species List_ Indiana Ecological Services Field Office 9-9-24
	8. NLAA Concurrence Verification FHWABats
	9. Des 2200147 - Bridge Assessment Form
	10. USFWS 9-9-24

	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	1. LWCF Listing
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	2. Des 2200147 Section 4(f) Exemption Letter- Signed Smith
	Appendix C - V2 - printed
	Appendix C - V2 - printed


