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October 30, 2020 

Re: Des. No.: 1800210 

State Road (SR) 56 and Boatman Road - Intersection Improvement Project
1.36 miles west of I-65
Scott County, Indiana 

Dear : 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Indiana Department of Transportation 
(INDOT), Seymour District intend to proceed with the aforementioned intersection improvement 
project involving SR 56 and Boatman Road, which is located 1.36 miles west of I-65 (Des. No. 
1800210). 

This letter is part of the early coordination phase of the environmental review.  At this time, we 
are requesting comments from your area of expertise regarding any possible environmental 
effects (social and natural) associated with this project. Please use the above Des. No. and 
project description in your reply. Your comments will be incorporated into the formal 
environmental study.  Your cooperation in this endeavor is appreciated.

Project Location and Existing Conditions
The proposed project is located at the intersection of SR 56 and Boatman Road, approximately
1.36 miles west of I-65 in the west-central portion of Scott County, Indiana. The southeast
quadrant of the intersection is located within the incorporated limits of the City of Scottsburg.
Specifically, the project is located in Sections 23 and 24, Township 3 North, Range 6 East of Vienna
Township as depicted on the Scottsburg U. S. Geological Survey 1:24,000 scale quadrangle.
Adjacent land use consists of residential, institutional (religious), agricultural and commercial
areas. Please see attachments for maps and photographs of the proposed project area.

SR 56 and Boatman Road is a two-way stop-controlled intersection, providing free flow traffic for 
SR 56 and a stop condition for Boatman Road. A flashing beacon is present to caution motorists 
along all approaches of the intersection.

SR 56 is functionally classified as a minor/principal arterial within the project area and is not on 
the National Highway System (NHS), but is on the National Truck Network. The existing section 
of SR 56 consists of two 11-foot wide travel lanes (one eastbound and one westbound) with 2-
foot wide paved and 2-foot wide aggregate shoulders (total shoulder width of 4 feet). The posted 
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speed limit of SR 56 within a majority of the project area is 50 miles per hour (mph); however, it 
does increase to 55 mph beginning at a point approximately 300 feet west of the intersection. 

Boatman Road is functionally classified as a major collector and is not on the NHS. The existing 
section of Boatman Road consists of two 10-foot wide travel lanes (one northbound and one 
southbound) with 1-foot wide paved and 1-foot aggregate shoulders (total shoulder width of 2 
feet). There is no posted speed limit for Boatman Road.  

Mount Drive is classified as a local road. The existing section of Mount Drive consists of two 9.5-
foot wide travel lanes (one eastbound and one westbound) with 1 to 2-foot aggregate shoulders. 
There is no posted speed limit for Mount Drive. Mount Drive intersects SR 56 in a “Y” fashion 
approximately 0.18-mile east of Boatman Road. At the intersection, eastbound Mount Drive is 
controlled by a stop sign while SR 56 traffic is free flowing. 
 
Purpose and Need 
The need for the project stems from the undesirable geometry of the current intersection. The 
Indiana Design Manual (Section 46-1.02) states the desirable skew of an intersection should be 
within 20 degrees of perpendicular with a maximum allowable of 30 degrees. The current 
intersection alignment, which is skewed at 28 degrees of perpendicular, exceeds the desirable 
parameters of this guideline.  
 
The intersection skew and the location of the intersection in a reverse curve of SR 56 are 
contributing factors to intersection sight deficiencies for motorists stopped on Boatman Road. 
The intersection geometry and the free-flowing traffic on SR 56 appear to be contributors to the 
higher incidents of crashes at this location. Between January 1, 2012 and March 13, 2017, 34 
accidents have occurred at the intersection.  
 
Within the last three years alone, there have been two incapacitating injury crashes and one fatal 
crash. Of the 34 reported accidents, 15 were a result of a driver’s failure to yield. That accounts 
for roughly 44% of the contributing circumstances surrounding the accidents; the other major 
factors being following too closely (21%) and distracted driving (12%). Sixteen of the 34 accidents 
have been right angle collisions, representing 45% of the reported accidents. Right angle 
accidents can be associated with restricted sight distance, excessive speeds, inadequate roadway 
lighting, inadequate advance warning signs, large traffic volumes, and inadequate traffic control 
devices.  
 
The purpose of the project is to improve the overall traffic operations of the intersection while 
reducing the potential for accidents in the area of the intersection.  
 
Proposed Project 
The project proposes the construction of a single lane roundabout offset from the existing 
intersection by approximately 65 feet to the southeast. As a result, electric, water, and telephone 
lines are likely to require relocation, as well as a high-pressure gas main. Outside the roundabout, 
the proposed typical section of both SR 56 and Boatman Road will include two 12-foot wide travel 
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lanes (one in each direction) with 2-foot wide paved and 2-foot wide aggregate shoulders. The 
design speed for SR 56 is 45 mph and for Boatman Road is 35 mph.

Approaching the roundabout, the travel lane width varies from 12 to 16 feet wide with a 2-foot, 
6-inch wide curb and gutter to the outside and a 6-inch wide curb face along the inside splitter 
island. The splitter islands will separate traffic entering and exiting the roundabout. The 
roundabout will be comprised of a single 20-foot wide lane with a 2-foot, 6-inch wide mountable 
concrete curb and gutter and a 10-foot wide concrete truck apron along the inside. The outside 
of the roundabout lane will be bordered by a 2-foot concrete gutter with a 6-inch wide vertical 
curb face. Drainage in the project area will be maintained by a combination of side ditches and 
underdrains with turnout areas leading to the constructed side ditches.  
 
Access between Mount Drive and SR 56 along the east leg will be closed. An earthen berm will 
be constructed across Mount Drive to prevent continued access to and from SR 56. In addition, 
a truck turnaround will be constructed on the south side of Mount Drive. The proposed concrete 
apron provides a drive for commercial trucks, sanitary vehicles, and school buses that still need 
to service the residence and businesses along Mount Drive and provides  a place to make a three-
point turn and return to Boatman Road.  
 
Including incidental construction, the project length along Boatman Road is 778 feet (0.15-mile) 
and 1,050 feet (0.2-mile) along SR 56. In addition, approximately 428 feet (0.08-mile) of Mount 
Drive will be affected by the proposed construction. The total length of the project is 
approximately 2,256 feet (0.43-mile). 
 
The maintenance of traffic (MOT) plan will include the addition of temporary pavement to allow 
continued traffic operations along SR 56. No official detour route will be used. 
 
Construction is anticipated to begin in Fiscal Year (FY) 2023.  
 
Right-of-Way (ROW) 
Existing ROW along SR 56 varies from 60-70 feet in total width. The existing right-of-way along 
Boatman Road varies from 36 to 40 feet in total width. Preliminary estimates anticipate the 
acquisition of approximately 4.05 acres of permanent right-of-way from 12 parcels and 
approximately 0.2 acre of temporary right-of-way from 2 parcels. There will be no relocations 
associated with this project. Minor clearing of scattered trees is anticipated. 
 
Environmental Resources 
A Red Flag Investigation (RFI) was performed for a 0.5-mile radius for the project area. Several 
“Red Flags” were identified within the 0.5-mile search radius; however, not all will be impacted 
by the proposed project. The following resources were identified within or adjacent to the project 
area:  
 

One Religious Facility 
Two Pipelines 
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One River and Stream segment
One NWI-Wetland
One Lake

 
Due to the proximity of water resources in the project area, a full wetland and stream delineation 
will be conducted, and a Waters of the U.S. Determination Report will be completed as a part of 
the project. Coordination with Elevation Church will occur due to the proximity to the project 
area. This project is outside the Karst Memorandum of Understanding Potential Karst Features 
Region.
 
Lochmueller Group, Inc. conducted a field investigation of the project area on October 30, 2019. 
One wetland, Wetland A and one stream, an unnamed tributary (UNT 1), were identified during 
the field investigation.  
 
Section 106 
The National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and the Indiana Register of Historic Sites and 
Structures (State Register) were reviewed using the State Historic Architectural and 
Archaeological Research Database (SHAARD) and SHAARD Geographic Information System (GIS) 
data published online. The project area does not appear to be within or adjacent to an NRHP 
eligible or listed bridge, or historic district, and no cemeteries appear to be within or adjacent to 
the project limits. One property rated Contributing is located north of SR 56 on the west side of 
Boatman Road. Contributing resources are not typically considered individually eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP. A virtual review was conducted via Google Streetview imagery to assess 
soil disturbance in regard to the potential for intact archaeological resources. A portion of the 
project area appears to be within undisturbed soils. Therefore, an archaeological field review will 
be completed. Due to the scope of the project full Section 106 consultation has been initiated. 

Range-wide Informal Programmatic Consultation 
A review of the USFWS database did not indicate the presence of endangered bat species in or 
within the 0.5 mile of the project area. Scott County is within the range of the federally 
endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Range-wide 
Programmatic Informal Consultation for the Indiana bat will be completed for this project.   
 
Land use in the vicinity of the project is a mix of residential, institutional (religious), commercial, 
and agricultural. Completion of the appropriate determination key through the USFWS
Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) portal will occur. If a determination of “Not 
Likely to Adversely Affect,” or “Likely to Adversely Affect” is reached then additional consultation 
with the USFWS will occur through INDOT.  

Early Coordination
This letter is part of the early coordination review process. You are asked to review this 
information and provide any comments you may have relative to anticipated impacts of the 
project on areas in which you have jurisdiction or special expertise. We will incorporate your 
comments into a study of the project’s environmental impacts. To facilitate the development of 
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this project, you are asked to reply within 30 calendar days of receipt of this letter. If no response 
is received by that date, it will be assumed you have no comments at the present time. However, 
should you find that an extension to the response time is necessary, a reasonable amount may 
be granted upon request.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me at (317) 334-6828 
or at sbeaupre@lochgroup.com. Additionally, should you want to contact the sponsor of this 
project, please contact the INDOT, Seymour District Project Manager, William Fortson at (812) 
524-3745 or a wfortson@indot.in.gov. 

Thank you in advance for your input.

Sincerely, 
 

 
Samantha Beaupre
Environmental Specialist
Lochmueller Group, Inc.
 
Attachments: 

General Location Map
USGS Topographic Map 
Aerial Map (2017)
Red Flag Investigation Maps
Photographs

 
Distribution List: 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, Indianapolis Office
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District 
U.S. Housing and Urban Development
National Park Service
FHWA – Indiana Division (electronic submission)
IDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife (electronic submission)
IDEM (electronic submission)
INDOT, Office of Public Involvement (electronic submission)
INDOT, Environmental Services (electronic submission)
INDOT, Seymour District (electronic submission)
INDOT Utilities and Railroads
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Indiana Geological Survey (electronic submission) 
Scott County Board of Commissioners
Scott County Council 
Scott County Highway Department 
Scott County Drainage Board 
Scott County Surveyor’s Office 
Scott County Emergency Management Agency 
Scott County Ambulance Service 
Scott County School District 
Scott County Sheriff’s Department 
Scottsburg Parks Department 
Vienna Township Trustee 
Scottsburg Street Department 
Scottsburg City Board 
Scottsburg Mayor’s Office 
Scottsburg City Council 
Scottsburg Police Department 
Scottsburg Fire Department 
Scottsburg Floodplain Manager 
Elevation Church 
River Hills Economic Development
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From: Courtade, Julian
To: Samantha Beaupre
Subject: RE: SR 56 and Boatman Road Intersection Improvement Project (Des. No. 1800210) Early Coordination
Date: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 7:40:27 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.png

Correction, I meant to type Scottsburg Airport. All the other info still stands.

Thanks,

Julian L. Courtade
Chief Airport Inspector
100 North Senate Ave, N955
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Cell: (317) 954-7385
Email: jcourtade@indot.in.gov

From: Courtade, Julian 
Sent: Wednesday, November 4, 2020 7:39 AM
To: Samantha Beaupre <SBeaupre@lochgroup.com>
Subject: RE: SR 56 and Boatman Road Intersection Improvement Project (Des. No. 1800210) Early
Coordination

Samantha –

After reviewing the Early Coordination Letter, I have determined that if any object, obstruction, or
equipment will exceed 120 ft. in height, further coordination will be required with our office. This is
due to the close proximity of Sellersburg Airport and the need for any obstructions within 5 miles to
meet a 100:1 glideslope to the nearest runway. Please let me know if you have any questions!

Best,

Julian L. Courtade
Chief Airport Inspector
100 North Senate Ave, N955
Indianapolis, IN 46204
Cell: (317) 954-7385
Email: jcourtade@indot.in.gov
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TELEPHONE RECORD 

3502 Woodview Trace, Suite 150
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

PHONE: 317.222.3880 • TOLL FREE: 888.830.6977

Date of Call: 11/10/20 Phone Number: 1-513-383-4651

Order Number: N/A Conversation With: Gary Satterly

Submitted By: Samantha Beaupre, 
Lochmueller Group, Inc.

Company Name: Elevation Church

Copies To: Gary Satterly, Elevation 
Church

First Group Engineering

Project: SR 56 and Boatman 
Road- Intersection 
Improvement Project
(Des. No. 1800210)

Subject: Elevation Church concerns about ROW Acquisition

Remarks:  Gary Satterly, senior pastor of Elevation Church, called Samantha Beaupre of Lochmueller 
Group on November 10, 2020. He called in response to the early coordination letter sent on October 30, 
2020 for the SR 56 and Boatman Road Intersection Improvement Project (Des. No. 1800210). Elevation 
Church owns multiple land parcels adjacent to the proposed project. One parcel is primarily undeveloped 
except for a sign for the church located adjacent to SR 56. Gary Satterly had a number of 
questions/concerns related to the project that are summarized below: 

1. How much land will the state acquire from the parcel owned by Elevation Church?
2. Elevation Church bought this parcel for the development of an ampitheather and a parking area. 

Investments have already been put into development of plans for these structures. Elevation 
Church is not against the proposed project, but the acquisition of their land would be a negative 
blow to the time, effort, and financial investments they have put into their plans for this area. 

3. Based on the proposed project area, it looks like project will impact the Elevation Church sign just 
south of SR 56. Will the state pay for the relocation of this sign? The sign was a recent purchase 
by the church. 
  

Lochmueller Group provided the following responses: 
1. The project is currently anticipated to acquire 0.9 acre of permanent ROW from 

Elevation Church. 
2. The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act is the 

federal law that governs how land acquisition works. 
3. The concerns will be communicated to designer and either the designer or Lochmueller 

Group will reach back out to Elevation Church regarding their concerns. 

Des. No. 1800210 Appendix C: Early Coordination C22



Des. No. 1800210 Appendix C: Early Coordination C23



Des. No. 1800210 Appendix C: Early Coordination C24



Des. No. 1800210 Appendix C: Early Coordination C25



3502 Woodview Trace, Suite 150
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

PHONE: 317.222.3878 • TOLL FREE: 800.423.7422

December 16, 2021

Re: Des. No. 1800210
State Road (SR) 56 and Boatman Road- Intersection Improvement Project
1.36 miles west of I-65
Scott County, Indiana

To whom it may concern: 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT), 
Seymour District intend to proceed with an intersection improvement project involving SR 56 and 
Boatman Road, which is located 1.36 miles west of I-65 (Des. No. 1800210). Coordination for this project 
was initiated on October 30, 2020, but re-coordination with appropriate agencies is required due to 
changes in the scope of the project, which is detailed herein. 

This letter is written to describe the proposed project and to seek your comments regarding those 
resources under your jurisdiction as part of early coordination. The proposed improvements are described 
in more detail herein. In addition, various maps and aerial photographs are enclosed showing the location 
of the proposed project. Please use the referenced Des. No. and project description in your reply to ensure 
your comments are incorporated into the formal environmental study that is to be prepared. Your
cooperation in this endeavor is appreciated.

Project Location and Existing Conditions
As mentioned in the early coordination letter dated October 30, 2020, the proposed project is located in 
Scott County, at the intersection of SR 56 and Boatman Road. Specifically, the project is located in Sections 
23 and 24, Township 3 North, and Range 6 East of Vienna Township as depicted on the Scottsburg U.S. 
Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle. Land use in the vicinity of the project is primarily residential, 
institutional (religious), agricultural, and commercial land uses. Please see the attached maps of the 
updated project area.

Original Project from October 2020 Coordination
Previous coordination stated that the project length along SR 56 is 1,050 feet (0.2-mile) and project length 
is 778 feet (0.15-mile) along Boatman Road. Additionally, access between Mount Drive and SR 56 was to 
be closed with the construction of an earthen berm. Due to the closure, a truck turnaround was to be 
added on the south side of Mount Drive as a place for larger vehicles to make a three-point turn.  The 
original coordination stated that approximately 4.05 acres of permanent right-of-way (ROW) and 
approximately 0.2 acre of temporary ROW was to be acquired.

Project Modifications 
The original design was for a rehabilitation project (3R) but has now transitioned to a full reconstruction 
project (4R). As a result, some approaches to the roundabout were lengthened. The project length along 
SR 56 is now 1,445 feet (0.27-mile) and 940 feet (0.18-mile) along Boatman Road. The current design still 
proposes closure of Mount Drive at SR 56; however, it will include a cul-de-sac as opposed to a truck 
turnaround apron. Access will be maintained to the residence east of the cul-de-sac using the remaining 
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section of Mount Drive as a private drive. As a result of these modifications to the project, approximately 
6.57 acres of permanent ROW will be required and 0.10 acre of temporary ROW.  
 
Unless described above, the proposed design remains generally consistent with the October 30, 2020 
early coordination letter. 
 
 
Re-Coordination 
This letter is an effort to re-coordinate modifications to the project design and solicit comments from your 
office relative to the resources under your jurisdiction. We will incorporate your comments into a study 
of the project’s environmental impacts. To facilitate the development of this project, you are asked to 
reply within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If no response is received by that date, it will be assumed you 
have no comments at the present time.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this project, please feel free to contact me at (317) 334-6828 or at 
sbeaupre@lochgroup.com. Additionally, should you want to contact the sponsor of this project, INDOT, 
Seymour District Project Manager, William Fortson at (812) 524-3745 or a wfortson@indot.in.gov.

Thank you in advance for your input. 

Sincerely, 

 
Samantha Beaupre 
Environmental Specialist 
Lochmueller Group, Inc. 
 
Attachments: 

 General Project Map 
 Updated Design Map 

 
Distribution List: 

 FHWA, Indiana Division  
 National Resources Conservation Service, Indianapolis Office 
 INDOT, Environmental Services 
 INDOT, Seymour District 
 IDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife 
 Scott County Board of Commissioners 
 Scott County Council 
 Elevation Church 
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TELEPHONE RECORD 

3502 Woodview Trace, Suite 150
Indianapolis, Indiana 46268

PHONE: 317.222.3880 • TOLL FREE: 888.830.6977

Date of Call: 12/27/21 Phone Number: 1-513-383-4651

Order Number: N/A Conversation With: Gary Satterly

Submitted By: Samantha Beaupre, 
Lochmueller Group, Inc.

Company Name: Elevation Church

Copies To: Gary Satterly, Elevation 
Church

First Group Engineering

Project: SR 56 and Boatman 
Road- Intersection 
Improvement Project
(Des. No. 1800210)

Subject: Elevation Church concerns about ROW Acquisition

Remarks:  Samantha Beaupre of Lochmueller Group called Gary Satterly, senior pastor of Elevation 
Church, on December 27, 2021. He reached out through email and a phone call in response to the re-
coordination letter sent on December 16, 2021 for the SR 56 and Boatman Road Intersection 
Improvement Project (Des. No. 1800210). Elevation Church owns multiple land parcels adjacent to the 
proposed project. One parcel is primarily undeveloped except for a sign for the church located adjacent to 
SR 56. Gary Satterly had concerns related to this parcel that are summarized below: 

1. Elevation Church bought this parcel for the development of an amphitheater and a parking area. 
Investments have already been put into development of plans for these structures. Elevation 
Church is not against the proposed project, but the acquisition of their land raises concerns 
regarding the time, effort, and financial investments they have put into their plans for this area. 

a. There are now concerns about there being enough parking to support their church. 
b. Elevation Church has hired staff such as an architect and engineer to design this 

amphitheater that is now on hold due to the proposed state project. 
c. The amphitheater would be the largest event space in Scottsburg had it gone forward. 
d. Several parties were interested in the parcel and therefore Elevation Church paid a high 

cost for the property. The church is concerned the state will not recoup their costs when 
they buy the ROW and they will not get a fair price for the property.  
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