
INDOT Environmental Services Divisions (ESD) Site Assessment and Management  (SAM)  

SAM Team Lead Phone Number: (317) 607-4958 

Discovery of Contaminated Materials or Orphan Underground Storage Tanks (USTs) in INDOT Owned Right-of-Way

Discovery of Suspicious 
Material or UST

*Staining, chemical odor,
free phase product, sheen 

Notify Project 

Engineer/ Project 

Supervisor 

Collect Information 

• Location of encountered contamination (address, parcel #, intersection
information, etc)

• Date and Time (when impacts were encountered)
• Cause of spill (if known)
• Number, estimated size, and material of encountered USTs (ex: Two (2) 

10,000 gallon steel USTs)
• Type and visual estimated amount of impacted media (ex: Petroleum

impacted soils and 100 square feet)
• Nearby receptors (ex: utility corridor, ditches, waterways or waterbod-

ies, and/or water wells)

Personal Safety is always first priority. Do not endanger yourself by entering hazardous environments. Stay upwind of spills. 

Never taste spilled material or inhale smells to identify spills.  

Contact INDOT ESD SAM Team 

1) INDOT SAM can call IDEM to report
a spill while an environmental
subcontractor is being obtained

OR 
2)  Hire an environmental subcontrac-

tor who will then report the spill to
IDEM. INDOT SAM has 3 on-call
contracted consultants that can be 

IDEM Spill Line 
888-233-7745 

Record Incident Number assigned by IDEM 

Add pay items to contract as a change order 

Final Reporting 
Environmental Professional will generate a report including: 

A) Summary of activities and site conditions
B) Tables
C) Figures
D) Boring Logs (if applicable)
E) Analytical data

The report should be submitted to INDOT ESD for review and 
approval and then submitted to IDEM 

INDOT ESD Responsibilities 
• Work alongside the environmental subcontractor to develop a sampling plan 
• Review analytical results
• Assist with determining appropriate PPE needed based on the site conditions
• Assist with soil disposal recommendations based on the site conditions
• Review and approve soil management plans (if applicable)

Sampling Procedures 
* Determine Contents of the Tank(s) and sample impacted soil and/or 

ground water as appropriate 

Empty Sand and/or 
aggregate 

Water Product and/
or sludge 

Multiple Layers (product, 
sludge, water) 

Develop a plan to sample and analyze each 
phase/material separately 

After results are received, remove contents 
and properly dispose  

Will the tank remain in place? 

Close in place 1) Remove tank

2) Perform confirmatory
testing on bottom and
side walls of excavation
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Environmental Professional 

Someone who is overseen by or is one of the 
following: 

1) A registered professional engineer under 
IC 25-31-1;

2) A licensed professional geologist under 
IC 25-17.6;

3) A certified hazardous materials manager 
(CHMM) as certified by the Institute of 
Hazardous Material Management; or 

4) A professional soil scientist registered
under IC 25-31.5-4. 



Orphan Underground Storage Tank Discovery: Guidance and Flow Chart 

An orphan tank is understood to be a tank that was not previously identified through reasonable search 
and due diligence. IDEM’s tank program provides limited regulation of tanks, depending on the size, 
purpose, and contents. Many of the orphan tanks INDOT encounters are outside of the scope of the IDEM 
tank program. As the Responsible Party/Generator, INDOT must balance many other factors outside of 
IDEM regulations regarding orphan management.  

Preference is given to removal of an orphan tank; however, there are instances where filling the tank in 
place may be necessary due to the site and/or tank location. In either case, the first step is to identify the 
contents, remove the contents (if appropriate), and assess potential contamination in the soil and 
groundwater surrounding the tank.  

Steps: 

1. Determine contents of the tank:

a. Empty

b. Filled with sand/aggregate

c. Water

d. Product

e. Combination of any of the above

2. Develop and email the INDOT SAM inbox (esd.sam@indot.in.gov) a sampling plan and write

the description for tank contents prior to sampling. Include following in the plan:

a. Location (intersection or address)

b. Date and time the tank was discovered

c. Number and size of the UST(s) (i.e. one (1) 500-gallon UST)

d. Include pictures of UST(s) and site

3. Upon receiving the analytical data email the lab results and conclusion to the INDOT SAM

inbox.

4. Remove tank contents if directed by INDOT SAM

5. Determine with INDOT SAM and INDOT Project Manager if the tank needs to be removed or

filled in place. If removed, dispose of it in accordance with state and federal regulations.

6. Email the final report the SAM inbox (esd.sam@indot.in.gov)
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