


INDOT Waters Report Template
Revised March 27, 2026
This template is a tool for completing a waters report in accordance with the INDOT Waters Resource Manual. This template has been designed to address the majority of scenarios and may not be appropriate for more complex scenarios, such as reports addressing long corridor projects. Though it is not required, INDOT highly encourages the use of this template for all typical waters reports to help expedite and standardize reviews by INDOT and the relevant regulating agencies.
Text in italics provides instructions for completing sections within the report and should be deleted before submitting a final report document to INDOT. More detailed instructions and examples are provided in the INDOT Waters Resource Manual.
[Brackets] indicate places to provide text to complete a sentence or to provide necessary information. 
 


Waters Report
[Road Name] [Project Type]
INDOT Des [XXXXXXX]
Asset/Structure ID: [XXXXXXX] 
[County Name(s)] County, Indiana
Date(s) of Field Investigation: [XX/XX/XXXX]

Prepared by:	[Firm Name, if applicable]
[Name, Title]
[Email, Phone Number]

1. PROJECT INFORMATION
1.1 LOCATION
[Provide a description of project location in relation to nearby intersection(s), town(s), etc. See page 9 of the Waters Resource Manual]
· [Latitude, Longitude of approximate center – In Decimal Degree Coordinates]
· [DNR INSWMP Service Area]

1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
[Provide Project Description here. See page 9 of the Waters Resource Manual.]

2. DESKTOP INVESTIGATION 
2.1 SOILS
Based on the Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) Database for [County Name] County, IN, there [are/are not] mapped hydric soils identified in or near the investigated area.
Complete the table below. See page 10 of the Waters Resource Manual.
Table 1: Soil Classifications
	Map Unit Symbol
	Soil Name
	Hydric Rating (%)
	Hydric Classification

	
	
	
	


2.2 NATIONAL WETLANDS INVENTORY (NWI)
Based on USFWS NWI data, there [are/are not] wetlands or linear water features identified in or near the investigated area.
Complete the table below. See page 10 of the Waters Resource Manual.
Table 2: NWI Features
	NWI Type
	Location Description
	Present in the Field? (Yes/No)
	Field Observations
	Photo #s

	
	
	
	
	



2.3 NATIONAL HYDROGRAPHY DATASET (NHD) FLOWLINES
Based on USGS NHD data, there [are/are not] NHD features identified in the investigated area.
Complete the table below. See page 11 of the Waters Resource Manual.
Table 3: NHD Features
	NHD Feature Type
	Location Description
	Present in the Field (Yes/No)
	Field Observations
	Photo #s

	
	
	
	
	


2.4 FLOODPLAIN 
According to the Indiana Floodplain Information Portal, the investigated area [is / is not] within a mapped floodplain or regulatory floodway [of “Name of Floodplain”, if applicable].

3. FIELD INVESTIGATION 
The [date] field investigation for the [road and project type] identified [X wetlands, X streams[X], X open water features] in the investigated area. [If applicable, discuss multiple fields or abnormal conditions. See Page 11 in the Waters Resource Manual.]
3.1 STREAMS
[Stream Name]
[Provide stream narrative information here for each stream feature. If no streams are present, discuss why and include a discussion of topography, NHD lines, etc. See page 11-12 of the Waters Resource Manual.]
Complete the table below. See pages 13-14 of the Waters Resource Manual.
Table 4: Stream Summary Table
	Stream Name
	Photos #s
	Lat, Long
	Associated Structure ID
	OHWM Width (ft)
	OHWM Depth (ft)
	Length within IA (LF)
	Field Verified Flow Regime
	Upstream Drainage Area (sq mi)
	Riffles
&
Pools
	Substrate Type(s)
	Quality
	Likely WOTUS

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*INDOT acknowledges this is likely not a Waters of the United States, however INDOT requests that USACE take jurisdiction
3.2 WETLANDS
[Wetland Name]
[Provide wetland narrative information here for each wetland feature. If no wetlands are present, discuss why and include a discussion of topography, vegetation, NWI wetlands, and mapped soils within the IA. See page 14 of the Water Resource Manual.]
Complete the table below. See pages 15-16 of the Waters Resource Manual.
Table 5: Wetland/Data Point Summary Table
	Wetland Name
	Type (EM, SS, FO)
	Acres
	Quality
	Wetland/Data Point Photo #s
	Associated Structure ID
	Wholly within IA
	Directly abutting/Likely WOTUS
	Data Point ID
	Lat,
Long
	Hydric Vegetation Indicator(s)
	Hydric Soil Indicator(s)
	Hydrology Indicator(s)
	Within Wetland

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*INDOT acknowledges this is likely not a Waters of the United States, however INDOT requests that USACE take jurisdiction
3.3 OPEN WATER
[Open Water Feature Name]
[Provide open water feature narrative information here. If open water features are not present, this section should be excluded from the report. See page 16 in the Waters Resource Manual.]
3.4 OTHER FEATURES
[Discuss the presence or absence of other features such as Roadside Ditches (RSDs) and erosional features as appropriate. Information can be presented in table format using the table below. See page 17 in the Water Resource Manual.]
Table 6: Other Features Summary Table
	Other Feature Name
	Notes/Observations
	Photo #s

	
	
	


3.5 WILDLIFE EVIDENCE AND OBSERVATIONS
[Provide wildlife evidence and other observations information here. See page 17 in the Water Resource Manual.]

4. CONCLUSION
[Provide conclusion information here. See page 18 in the Water Resource Manual.]

Every effort should be taken to avoid and minimize impacts to the water resources. If impacts are necessary, then mitigation may be required. The INDOT Environmental Services Division should be contacted immediately if impacts will occur. The final determination of jurisdictional waters is ultimately made by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This report is our best judgment based on the guidelines set forth by the Corps.  

This waters report has been prepared based on the best available information, interpreted in light of the investigator’s training, experience and professional judgement in conformance with the 1987 Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, the appropriate regional supplement, the USACE Jurisdictional Determination Form Instructional Guidebook, and other appropriate agency guidelines.



[Printed Name]	
[Signature]
[Title]
[Consulting Firm/Sub-consulting Firm/INDOT District]
[Date]



Des [XXXXXXX] [Road Name] [Project Type]		  Waters Report

Des [XXXXXXX] [Road Name] [Project Type]		  Waters Report













Provide maps, photos pages, data sheets, and forms in the following order (Note that maps may be combined where appropriate, however, the Water Resources map may not be combined with other map types. If maps are combined, this list/order may deviate.) See pages 18-23 of the Waters Resource Manual:
· Project Location Map
· Aerial Map
· USGS Quadrangle/Topography Map
· Hillshade Map
· NWI Map
· NHD Map
· Soil Survey Map
· IDNR Floodplain FARA Report/Floodplain Map
· StreamStats Report, if available
· Karst Map, if appropriate
· Water Resources Map
· Photo Orientation Map
· Photo Pages 
· USACE Wetland Data Sheets
· Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD) Form]




