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INTRODUCTION  
 

 

Mission and Value Statement 
 

LOCAL PROGRAMS GUIDING PRINCIPLES:  

 

The Mission of the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) Local Public Agency (LPA) Program is to provide 

Stewardship and Technical Assistance to Local Public Agencies through excellent education and collaborative relationships, 

to plan, build, and maintain a superior transportation system that promotes economic growth, ensures safety, and complies 

with all local, state, and federal regulations.  

 

LPA Program Values: 

 

¶ Stewardship and Technical Assistance 

¶ Effective Communication 

¶ Customer Service 

¶ Education and Training 

¶ Empowerment 

¶ Compliance 

¶ Efficient 

¶ Collaboration 

¶ Clarity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions 
 

If there are questions concerning this Document or the Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) training requirements, please 

email the Local Public Agency Programs Office at LPAQuestions@indot.in.gov. 

 

FEDERAL -AID PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
 

 

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) provides assistance to Local Public Agencies (LPAs) by providing financial 

resources in constructing, preserving, and improving transportation on the Nationôs roads.  INDOT is held accountable in ensuring the 

highway projects approved for federal funding are consistent with all applicable laws, regulations, and policies.  In 1991, Legislation 

made the Federal-Aid Program a Federally Assisted, State Administered program, delegating responsibility to the State Departments 

of Transportation. The law allows INDOT to act on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) by taking responsibility 

for project development, as well as administering the construction and inspection of many federal-aid projects.  Each State Department 

of Transportation has an agreement with FHWA called a ñStewardship-Oversight Agreement.ò Information and links to stewardship-

oversight agreements by State can be found at: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/    

 

As part of the Stewardship-Oversight Agreement, each LPA is required to have at least one full-time LPA employees assigned as an 

Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC).  Roles and responsibilities of the ERC are outlined in Chapter One of this Document.  The 

Stewardship-Oversight Agreement also describes INDOTôs approval and responsibilities regarding locally administered federal-aid 

projects. 

 

The primary objective of this Document is to empower the LPAsô in managing and developing a local federal-aid project by: 

 

¶ Empowering the LPAs through Stewardship and Technical Assistance to have legitimate authority over their projects. 

This Guidance Document is intended to be a living document and as such is expected to undergo regular updates and 

revisions as determined by INDOT.  Changes to this document will be made only in the on-line version located on the INDOT 

Web site and it is the LPAôs responsibility to follow the most current version of this Document.  When updates are made to 

this Document, notices will be sent through the State of Indianaôs GovDelivery subscription service with a description of each 

update.  Instructions for subscribing to GovDelivery notices can be found at: https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-

indot/local-public-agency-programs/ 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
mailto:LPAQuestions@indot.in.gov
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


¶ Providing the necessary knowledge and resources toward the management of transportation projects leading to the active 

involvement of the LPA ERC throughout the life of the project. 

¶ Identifying the important and the required legal, primary, and process elements. 

 

Two important characteristics of federal-aid are that it is both a reimbursable and a matching program. 

 

Reimbursable means that FHWA pays grantees and sub-recipients the actual eligible expenses incurred on a progress payment basis.  

Money is not provided in advance, so the LPA must initially finance the project.  The LPAs incur project costs and are reimbursed. 

 

A matching program means that the federal funds are matched with state or local resources to cover the total project cost. 

 

Federal funds typically provide 80% of the projectôs eligible cost, with the remaining 20% provided by State or local agency funding.   

For more information concerning the federal-aid program, visit FHWAôs Federal-Aid Essentials for Local Public Agency Programôs 

Web site at http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/.   

 

LPA CERTIFICATI ON PROGRAM 
 

 

Many local agencies have expressed a desire to take more control of their federally funded projects, and INDOT has created a 

mechanism to facilitate that for projects that are not on the National Highway System. This program, known as the LPA Certification 

Program, is optional and offers an exciting opportunity for LPAs to utilize all federal, state, and locally recognized and accepted 

design standards for their projects. 

 

Visit our LPA Programs website and choose LPA Certification Program for more information on how to become certified. 

 

FEDERAL GRANT PROCESS 
 

 

A reminder to those LPA's who apply for grants. During the 2019, legislative session the Indiana Code was revised to require approval 

from the State Budget Agency before participating in federal assistance opportunities, which includes: applying for federal assistance, 

submitting a federal form required to receive federal assistance and requesting or accepting amendments to a federal award. This includes 

all grant funds that come into INDOT regardless of who requested the grant.   

 

As you are aware all federal transportation awards are received by INDOT and then passed through to the local entities and others 

through a federal aid project.   

 

We are reminding any local unit of government seeking federal funds, the Project Finance team needs to be involved. They will help 

you identify what is needed, complete the SBA form, and will submit and track it for you.  (A grant is identified as any new federal 

money that would come to INDOT outside of our annual federal core program.) 

 

It is important to keep in mind that INDOT needs at least a 45-day lead prior to the application deadline.  Because the federal funds 

flow through INDOT and INDOT is required to notify the State Budget Agency of possible additional federal funding it is imperative 

that we all work together. 

 

1. Community Crossings Matching Grant (CCMG) does not include federal funds and does not require LPAs to complete this 

procedure; CCMG is state funded. 

2. LPAs are not required to complete this procedure to apply for INDOTôs Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) federal call 
for projects, or for any federal funds allocated yearly to any MPO. 

3. LPAs should only follow this procedure when applying for other federally funded opportunities such as BUILD grants, 

INFRA, or USDOT sponsored programs. 

 

Aaron Potter apotter@indot.in.gov is our grants coordinator responsible for this task, please reach out to him when you wish to make 

an application for a grant.  

 

For further information regarding the State Budget Agency Federal Assistance Process, and to access to the State Budget Agency Federal 

Assistance Request Form, visit https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs-project-application-

and-delivery/. 

 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/
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COMMUNITY CROSSINGS MATCHING GRANT PROGRAM  
 

 

Launched in 2016, the Community Crossings Matching Grant (CCMG) Program provides funding to cities, towns, and counties across 

Indiana to make improvements to local roads and bridges.  

 

Community Crossings is a partnership between INDOT and Hoosier communities, both urban and rural, to invest in infrastructure 

projects that catalyze economic development, create jobs, and strengthen local transportation networks.  

 

Since 2016, the state has awarded over $1 billion dollars in state funds to support local road and bridge projects throughout Indiana.    

 

INDOT holds two CCMG Call for Projects each year, one in January and one in July. Projects that are eligible for funding through 

Community Crossings include road and bridge preservation projects with Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance in 

connection with these projects. Material costs for chip sealing and crack filing operations are also eligible for funding.  CCMG awards 

state funds for 

 

CONSTRUCTION ONLY ; maintenance of traffic is part of construction, and DO NOT participate in contingency fees on contractor 

contracts. 

 

Details and deadlines for the call will be advertised in the State of Indianaôs GovDelivery subscription service with a description of 

each update.  Grant awards will be announced by the Governorôs Office and posted on the Local Public Agency Programs website. 

 

Community Crossings is open to all local government units in the State of Indiana.  Match percentages are: 

 

¶ Cities and towns with a population of fewer than 10,000 will receive funds using a 75/25% match.  

¶ Cities and towns with a population of greater than 10,000 will receive funds using a 50/50% match. 

¶ Counties with a population of fewer than 50,000 people will receive funds using a 75/25% match. 

¶ Counties with a population of greater than 50,000 people will receive funds using a 50/50% match.  

 

Required Documentation for CCMG Application 
 

LPAsô must have the following required documentation submitted with each application: 

1. Financial Commitment Letter  

¶ Must be submitted on your Agency letterhead. 

¶ Must be signed (not typed) by someone who has the authority to sign on behalf of all the county commissioners, 

town, or city councils to bind the local government.  (Either: Mayor, Town Board President, Town Manager, City 

Council President, or Commissioner).  

¶ If letter is submitted without the proper authorityôs signature and financial commitment amount, the application will 

not be eligible. 

2. Detailed Estimates  

¶ Estimates must be detailed and itemized by each road or bridge. (with ótoô and ófromô points clearly defined) 

¶ Lump sum estimates are not eligible. 

¶ If estimates are not submitted with clear locations and clear estimates, the application will not be eligible. 

3.  Asset Management Plan approval letter from Indiana LTAP. 

¶ Only submit the approval letter page. 

4. Structure Inventory and Appraisal Report (SIA) is required for Bridge projects only. 

 

Local governments may submit multiple projects. Each application for road work submitted can include up to 50 different road 

segments.   Only one bridge project can be submitted per application.  

 

Asset Management Plans (AMP) 
 

Asset Management Plans (AMP) are required by law to receive consideration for funding. HEA 1002 provides funding to Indiana 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) to help local governments with their asset management plans.  All approval letters must 

be dated by December 1st of the preceding year to be eligible for the call in the succeeding year.  

 

All Asset Management Plans should be submitted to LTAP, which will work with local governments to complete and approve all 

AMPôs. LTAP will contact you if revisions are required to your AMPôs once it is submitted.    

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
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Contact the Local Technical Assistance Program ï Purdue University (LTAP).  LTAP will be assisting all local governments with 

their plans.  For any assistance with your AMP or the Data Management System, including templates, examples, and resources, please 

contact: 

 

 Patrick Conner, PE 

 Research Manager, Indiana LTAP 

 Phone: 1-765-494-4971/ 1-800-428-7639 

 Email: connerp@purdue.edu or INLTAP@purdue.edu 

 

Pavement Asset Management Plans (AMP) are living documents and should be updated whenever improvements are made to 

roads/bridges, and then submitted to LTAP every year. 

 

Certified Road Inventory 
 

To receive a copy of your certified road mileage for your Agencyôs Road inventory contact Mark McMahan, INDOT Road Inventory 

Manager at mmcmahan@indot.in.gov. 

1. To get a road added to or deleted from your Certified Road Inventory, contact Mark McMahan for details. 

¶ Only roads in your certified road inventory are eligible for CCMG funding. 

¶ Updates will take a minimum of 48 hours to be approved but could take a minimum of 2 weeks to show the change 

on the maps.  

2. A summary report can be found at this link: https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/asset-data-

collection/roadway-assets/. 

3. It is important to verify and update your Road Inventory. 

¶ A Road Inventory is needed to ensure your Agency is compensated for all its road assets and to ensure your Asset 

Management Plan matches. 

¶ Your state MVH funding is based on your Certified Road Inventory. 

 

State Laws That Apply  
 

¶ I.C. 36-1-12 (Public Works Projects)  

¶ I.C. 8-23-10 (Qualifications of Bidders for Contracts)  

¶ I.C. 5-16-13 (Requirements for Contractors on Public Works Projects)  

¶ Look up Indiana Code at General Assembly website: http://iga.in.gov 

¶ Indiana State Law Procurement PowerPoint Presentation is located on INDOTôs website under the Local Public Program 

Section 

 

Americansô With  Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan 
 
INDOT is reviewing all transition plans for all local governments who apply for Community Crossings Funding.  All local 

governments need to show that they are at least making a good faith effort in adopting an ADA Transition Plan.   

 

INDOT is working with all local governments throughout Indiana to ensure compliance or at least show that each local government is 

making a good faith effort in becoming compliant.  

 

INDOT is a recipient of federal funds and has a Stewardship and Oversight Agreement with the Federal Highway Administration 

which means that if you receive any funding from INDOT (state or federal), whether through a contract to perform work or provide 

professional services or as part of a grant or award for your community, INDOT is required to ensure you are in compliance with Title 

VI & Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) nondiscrimination and accessibility requirements.  

 

Our goal in monitoring our sub-recipients is to provide sufficient training, tools, and resources to make compliance efforts manageable 

and easier for our sub-recipients as we work together to improve Indiana communities by constructing roads, bridges, highways, and 

pedestrian facilities across the state.   

 

We need for every local government too show that they are making a good faith effort toward this compliance.  Please contact Will 

Gay, Sub-recipient Compliance Auditor, Legal Division at wgay@indot.in.gov for more information and assistance.   

 

mailto:connerp@purdue.edu
mailto:INLTAP@purdue.edu
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 
 

Each call for CCMG projects a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ), along with training material, examples of required documentation, 

and past local awards is posted on the Local Public Agency Programs website.  The FAQ will include the following information and 

more: 

 

¶ Force account work. 

¶ Eligible project types. 

¶ Ineligible project types. 

¶ Examples of required documentation. 

¶ Local match funds. 

¶ If awarded, how a local receives the funds. 

¶ Contract requirements. 

¶ Asset Management Plan. 

¶ Certified Road Inventory. 

¶ Americanôs w/ Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan. 

¶ State laws that apply. 

¶ Bidding a project. 

¶ Project closeout. 

 

For all other questions regarding CCMG applications or projects, please contact your District Program Director or send an email to 

LPAQuestions@indot.in.gov 

  

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
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CHAPTER ONE: ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 

ERC ï Employee in Responsible Charge  LPA ï Local Public Agency   
FHWA ïFederal Highway Administration  LPA ERC ï Local Public Agency Employee in Responsible Charge 

INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation  MPO ï Metropolitan Planning Organization 

ITAP ï INDOT Technical Application Pathway  RFP ï Request for Proposal 

 

Chapter One discusses the roles and responsibilities of the persons involved in the federal-aid program and the required training of 

those persons. 

 

1-1.0 PRIMARY PARTIES  

 

1-1.01 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)  
 

The FHWA is responsible for ensuring adequate and proper delivery of federal-aid projects. 

 

1-1.02 Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) 
 

INDOT is the agency responsible for planning, building, maintaining, and operating Indianaôs state and interstate highway 

system.  INDOT is accountable to FHWA to ensure all project elements comply with federal law and regulations.  INDOT is 

required to administer federal transportation funds provided by the U.S. Department of Transportation through its various 

divisions according to all federal and State laws and as defined by the FHWA/INDOT Stewardship and Oversight 

Agreement.  

 

INDOT ensures that local projects utilizing federal funds made available by INDOT are appropriately utilized in a timely 

manner.   INDOT will also provide guidance for the local agency to stay in compliance with all federal and state regulations.  

 

One of INDOTôs primary roles is to provide stewardship and technical assistance to the Local Public Agency (LPA) and their 

Designer during the project development process and throughout construction. 

 

1-1.02 (1) District Program Director 
 

The District Program Director responsibilities are varied.  Below are just a few of the responsibilities: 

 

¶ Reviewing submitted project applications during a Call for Projects. 

¶ Checking Request for Proposals (RFP) and reviews consultant selection. 

¶ Ensuring projects are listed in the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and the Statewide Transportation 

Program (STIP). 

¶ Programming projects into INDOTôs Scheduling Project Management System (SPMS)  

¶ Scheduling and holding Early Coordination meetings. 

¶ Requesting and tracking the execution of the INDOT LPA Contract. 

¶ Requesting federal or state funds to be encumbered onto a PO for LPAs reimbursement. 

 

1-1.02 (2) District INDOT Project Manager 
 

The District INDOT Project Manager is the individual responsible for the following: 

 

¶ Assisting the LPA with project development, schedule changes, and general project support. 

¶ Facilitating Quarterly Review Meetings. 

¶ Reviewing consultant contracts. 

¶ Managing project schedule to keep project on time and on budget. 

¶ Acting as a facilitator for the pre-construction development of projects. 

¶ Assisting the LPAs in technical problem solving and coordination with stakeholders. 

¶ Facilitating the required reviews during project development and at Final Tracings Submission. 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/


1-1.02 (3) LPA Bridge Inspection and Border Bridge Program Manager 

The LPA Bridge Inspection and Border Bridge Program Manager is responsible for the following: 

¶ Overseeing the Countywide Bridge Inspection and Inventory Program. 

¶ Provide assistance to the LPA. 

¶ Ensure compliance with federal and state regulations.   

¶ Review RFPs. 

¶ Review draft LPA-Consultant Contract. 

¶ Review Local Quarterly Reports and conduct quarterly meetings. 

¶ Review and approve the LPA Invoice Vouchers. 

1-1.03 Local Public Agency (LPA)  
 

The LPA is responsible for the following:  

 

¶ Managing all aspects of their federal-aid project(s), including financial management of the project(s), and understanding 

all federal regulations required to construct any local federal-aid project.  

¶ Accepting their responsibility for ensuring each local federal-aid project complies with all federal laws and regulations.  

Failure to comply puts the LPA at risk of being required to refund all or a portion of the federal funds expended on the 

project.  

¶ Ensuring projects are delivered on time and within the approved budget and scope. 

¶ Appointing at least one full-time employee as the Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC). 

 

1-1.03 (1) Considerations in choosing an ERC   

Considerations in choosing an ERC include, but are not limited to, the following: 

¶ The ERC role cannot be filled by a consultant, or a contract employee hired by the LPA. 

¶ The ERC does not need to be a technical expert, but rather someone who can be fully engaged in a project and 

understand the project goals and milestones. 

¶ The ERC is the designated employee responsible for driving completion of the project. 

¶ The ERC will work closely with their consultant to develop their project and can reach out to other governmental 

agencies and metropolitan or regional planning agencies for assistance.  

 

1-1.04 Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) 
 

The responsibilities of the ERC include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

¶ Serves as a liaison for the LPA and its Board or administrative body regarding financial and managerial decisions that 

affect the project or is a fiduciary representative of the LPAôs board or administrative body. 

¶ Always maintain the ERC status throughout the project.  Please see Section 1-1.04 (2) of this Chapter for guidelines on 

how to become certified as an ERC. 

¶ Maintaining the log-in credentials for the INDOT Technical Application Pathway (ITAP) on behalf of the LPA. 

¶ Aiding in the preparation of the project application through ITAP and submitting the application as required. 

¶ Requesting the Early Coordination Meeting. 

¶ Ensuring the INDOT-LPA Contract is signed by the LPA and returned to INDOT. 

¶ Working with the INDOT District to secure a Purchase Order and submit the LPA Invoice-Voucher claim for costs incurred 

after notification of federal authorization and Notice to Proceed (NTP) is given by INDOT. 

¶ Preparing the Request for Proposal to select a consultant. 

¶ Ensuring and validate that the Consultant Selection Process was followed correctly. 

¶ Negotiating fees with the consultant.  

¶ Ensuring the LPA-Consulting Contract is executed by the LPA and consultant.  

¶ Assuring work does not proceed on a project phase prior to receiving INDOTs Notice to Proceed (NTP).  

¶ Helping coordinate and attend the Public Hearing if a hearing is required. 

¶ Coordinating the completion of the Environmental Document with the consultant. 

¶ Requesting INDOT initiate federal project authorization through the Fiscal Management Information System (FMIS) 

from FHWA for the Right-of-Way Phase of project development. This approval cannot and shall not be requested 

prior to the approval and certification of the Environmental Document. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


¶ Requesting and submit the LPAôs matching funds at the appropriate time to prevent delay in project construction. 

¶ Maintaining their LPA Project Development Certification.  

¶ Affirming that Design Documentation meets INDOT Design Manual Standards. 

¶ Overseeing Utility and Railroad Relocation work.  

¶ Ensuring the Constitutional Rights of landowners are not violated (compliance with the Uniform Acquisition and 

Relocation Act and associated regulations). 

¶ Certify the Land Acquisition Package.   

¶ Certifying the completeness of Final Tracings Submission.  

¶ Ensuring project meets ALL  State and federal laws. 

¶ Developing and retaining all project documentation. 

¶ Completing the INDOT or the Metropolitan Planning Organizationôs (MPO) Local Quarterly Reports and attend 

Tracking Meetings.  

¶ Managing its consultantôs performance. 

¶ Maintaining complete documentation of all project activities through project development and construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1-1.04 (1) Skills and attributes of an effective ERC   
 

Skills and attributes of an effective ERC include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

¶ Ability to undertake the basic project management tasks including ensuring projects meet deadlines and 

budgets.  

¶ Ability to manage numerous documents with time sensitive submissions and specific requirements. 

¶ Ability to communicate and build relationships. 

 

1-1.04 (2) LPA ERC Project Development Certification Training 

The State of Indiana launched their new Learning Management System (LMS) from SAP SuccessFactors. Starting 

January 2022, all online courses were moved to the INDOT Training Portal .  The INDOT Training Portal will 

allow you to complete online training, maintain training records and access to completion certificates, send you 

yearly reminders to re-new the ERC certification, and maintain your own account features. 

To enroll in and gain access to the ERC Basic Project Development, the ERC Basic Recertification, or the LPA 

Certified Bridge Inspection ERC On-line Course, ERCsô must register as a user on the INDOT Training Portal.   

 

 Links to register for the INDOT Training Portal and a Quick Step Guide to INDOT Training Portal are on the LPA 

Programs website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To become an LPA Certified ERC  ï The nominated ERC must take and pass the ERC Basic Project Development 

On-line Course to become certified.  The course usually takes 1 to 2 hours to complete, and the certification is valid 

for 1 year.   

 

To maintain the annual certification requirement ï An ERC must take and pass the ERC Basic Recertification 

On-line Course (1 to 2 hours in length) or the ERC Basic Project Development On-line Course within 1 year of 

receiving their original ERC certification.    

 

If an ERCôs certification has expired ï The ERC will have to complete the ERC Basic Project Development On-

line Course to become recertified. 

 

It is imperative the LPA maintain complete documentation of all required actions as proof of compliance.  Failure to 

maintain complete records may result in the loss and/or repayment of part or all federal-aid spent on the project.  This 

documentation must be maintained by the LPA for 5 years after project completion.  Please refer to Appendix C of this 

Document for a list of required documentation. 

 

If an ERCôs certification has lapsed, the LPA may continue work on any phase of a project as long as there is an active 

Purchase Order.  Any work on that phase will not be reimbursable until the LPA has a recertified ERC.  If the LPA has 

completed work on a phase and is ready to begin the next phase, funds will not be requested until the LPA has a certified 

ERC.  This includes the Construction phase. 

 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/real_estate/uniform_act/index.cfm
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1-1.04 (3)  Role of the ERC in Bridge Inspection  
 

The role of the ERC in Bridge Inspection includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 

¶ Contacting the Central Office LPA Bridge Inspection and Border Bridge Program Manager to create a 

project schedule in INDOTôs Scheduling Project Management System (SPMS) to obtain a Designation 

Number for the bridge inspection. 

¶ Acting on behalf of the LPA as the primary point of contact to ensure full compliance to all federal and 

state regulations and requirements related to bridge inspection and the Bridge Inspection Contract.  

¶ Acting as the fiduciary representative for the LPAôs Board or administrative body in relationship to all 

elements of bridge inspection. 

¶ Responsible for ensuring all inspection reports and load ratings completed and submitted on time, and for 

ensuring there is always a current Bridge Inspection Contract in place without any gaps in coverage.  

¶ Responsible for submitting a Br idge Inspection Local Quarterly Report the LPA Bridge Inspection and 

Border Bridge Program Manager.  

¶ Managing the LPAôs County Bridge Inspection Program. 

¶ Ensuring timely inspections and reports. 

¶ Reviewing and submitting related invoices. 

¶ Ensuring all required actions are completed as directed in the INDOT Bridge Inspection Manual and as 

described in this chapter.  

¶ Completing the INDOT or MPO Local Quarterly Reports and attend Tracking Meetings. 

¶ Managing its consultantôs performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ To become an LPA Certified Bridge Inspection ERC ï The nominated ERC must take and pass the 2022 

ERC Bridge On-line Course.  The Online Course is anticipated to take approximately one (1) hour to 

complete to become certified.  This certification is valid for 1 year.   

 

¶ To maintain the annual certification requirement ï An ERC must take and pass the Bridge Inspection 

Training class within 1 year of attending their last training. 

 

¶ To maintain the annual certification requirement ï An ERC must take and pass either the ERC Basic 

Certification or the ERC Basic Recertification within 1 year of attending their last training. 

 

¶ If an ERCôs certification has expired ï The ERC will have to take and pass the 2022 ERC Bridge On-line 

Course to become recertified. 

 

 Links to register for the INDOT Training Portal and a Quick Step Guide to INDOT Training Portal are on the LPA 

Programs website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1-1.05 Consultants 
 

Consultants are often utilized by LPAs to provide architectural and engineering services to develop their projects and are responsible 

for: 

 

¶ Keeping all parties (local and state) involved and informed of project status and costs through frequent communication. 

¶ Delivering high quality, timely work, on or below budget.  

If the ERC leaves the organization for any reason, the LPA must designate a new ERC and ensure they successfully 

complete ERC Certification Training. 
 

All Indiana Counties are required to designate and maintain a certified ERC to manage their Bridge Inspection Program.  

This ERC must be an employee of the LPA and can be the same ERC who manages the LPAôs other transportation projects.   

 
 

If the Bridge ERC leaves the organization for any reason, the LPA must designate a new Bridge ERC and ensure they 

successfully complete ERC Certification Training. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
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¶ Held accountable, along with the LPA, for failure to meet any federal and state regulations, deadlines, and errors and 

omissions.  

 

1-1.06 Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPO)  
 

MPOsô are responsible for: 

 

¶ Coordinating transportation planning within their defined Metropolitan Planning Area. 

¶ Managing a fiscally constrained program and air quality conformity for their regions. 

¶ Performing Air  Quality Conformity Modeling for air quality non-attainment areas as required by the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency for compliance with the Federal Clean Air Act. 

 

All MPO projects that seek to use federal-aid funding must be included in the MPOôs Transportation Improvement Program 

(TIP) .  

 

Please refer to Chapter Four for more information on MPO - LPA Coordination and Process. 

 

 MPOsô are not required to have a Certified ERC. 

 

1-2.0 CRITICAL ELEMENTS    
 

Critical Elements are listed below, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

¶ The LPA has appointed an ERC. 

¶ The ERC has successfully completed LPA Project Development Training and is current in their certification. 

¶ The LPA has created and maintains a document management system to be maintained at least 5 years after project closeout and 

final audit has been completed to ensure compliance to all stated regulations. This documentation system includes providing 

ready access to INDOT and FHWA upon request. 

 

1-3.0 FATAL FLAWS   

Once a fatal flaw has been identified: 

 

The LPA shall stop all affected project activity until the fatal flaw is resolved.  Unresolved fatal flaws can negatively impact: 

 

¶ The project schedule. 

¶ The project funding. 

¶ The project budgets. 

¶ The project scope. 

Unresolved fatal flaws will  prevent the project from proceeding to the next stage of project development, including advertisement, and 

letting. 

 

1-4.0 REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL   

 

Links 

Local Public Agency Program Web page 

 

Consultant Prequalification 

 

INDOT ï LPA Contract  

 

1-5.0 IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE    
 

½ District Local Program Director  

 

 Communications regarding documents, plans, submittals, and any miscellaneous items should include the: 

 

http://www.epa.gov/air/caa
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¶ LPAôs designated ERC 

¶ appropriate INDOT staff 

¶ MPO staff (if project is within a MPO area) 

 

CHAPTER TWO:  PROJECT SELECTION  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 

ADA ï Americans with Disabilities Act  FHWA ï Federal Highway Administration 
ER ï Emergency Relief    INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation 

ERC ï Employee in Responsible Charge  LPA ï Local Public Agency 

FEMA ï Federal Emergency Management Agency MPO ï Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 

 

2-1.0 CHAPTER TWO OVERVIEW  

Chapter Two provides general information regarding the use of federal-aid funds for Local Public Agency (LPA) projects.  It provides 

general descriptions of common federal-aid programs available to LPA with the intent to better equip LPAs in the selection and 

application process for participation in these programs.   

 

 

 

 

 

2-2.0 PROJECT APPLICATION AND SELECTION   

Project application and selection will be carried out according to program qualifications (i.e., Rural Road, Bridge, Transportation 

Alternatives, Safety, Section 130) as posted on INDOTôs Web site.  Because each program has specific documentation requirements, it 

is very important that LPAs, consultants and INDOT staff refer to INDOTôs Local Public Agency Programs web site for the most up-

to-date information regarding specific program descriptions, qualifications, and documentation requirements prior to submitting an 

application for federal funding. 

 

There are four basic steps to project application and selection: 

 

1. Before the LPA can apply for a project that will use rural federal-aid funds the LPAôs Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) 

must first meet the ERC Certification Training  requirements.  

¶ Preservation projects require a  Federal Asset Management Plan, which is different from the CCMG Asset Management 

Plan 

¶ Update Roadway Inventory. 

3.    The ERC must complete and then submit the project application following the specific guidelines and criteria stated for the 

specific funding program being applied.    

4. The ERC will receive email communications from INDOT for any or all the following:   acceptance of the application, return 

of the application for additional information and the selection status. 

5. If selected, the ERC must request an Early Coordination Meeting with the District Local Program Director within 30 days 

from award notification. 
 

2-2.01  Ineligible 
 

In general, selection will be denied for any application that: 

¶ Is not compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

¶ Does not fit the application criteria listed by the specific program. 

¶ Is not submitted by a current Certified ERC . 

¶ Is received without a financial commitment letter. 

¶ The LPA is in arrears of 60 days or more of a past due resolved debt. 

 

2-2.02  Program Descriptions 
 

The Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) that is issued every year allows for all types of projects to be submitted for funding.  

INDOT will match funding types to specific projects. 

Periodically, additional funding programs may become available.  It is important to check the Indiana Department of 

Transportationôs (INDOT) Web site regularly for such changes. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
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2-2.03  Federal Asset Management Plans (AMP) 
 

If applying for federal funding for a preservation type project, an approved Federal Asset Management Plan is required. 

 

2-2.04  Certified Road Inventory 
 

To receive a copy of your certified road mileage, or to add or to delete a road from your Certified Road Inventory, contact 

Mark McMahan, INDOT Road Inventory Manager at mmcmahan@indot.in.gov. 

 

¶ A summary report can be found at this link: https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/asset-data-

collection/roadway-assets/. 

¶ It is important to verify and update your Road Inventory. 

 

2-2.05  Emergency Relief Program 
 

During disaster events, an Emergency Relief Program is available to affected LPAs.  These Programs are: 

 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Emergency Relief (ER) ï a program to supplement state and local resources 

resulting from a disaster.  The disaster must be: 

¶ A Governor or Presidential disaster declaration 

¶ At least $700,000 in statewide damage ($5,000 per site) 

¶ On a Federal-Aid Highway 

 Local roads and rural minor collectors are not eligible for FHWA ER funding. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance (PA) ï a program to supplement state and local 

resources resulting from a disaster.  The disaster must be: 

¶ A Presidential disaster declaration 

¶ ñOff-Systemò (publicly owned) 

 Local roads and rural minor collectors are eligible for FEMA PA funding. 

In case of an emergency event, the District Local Program Director will send an email to the LPA, including the Emergency 

Management Agencies and Highway Superintendents within the LPAôs jurisdiction that may have damage to their roads or 

bridges.  The email will include either the Emergency Relief Reimbursement Checklist if the event qualifies as a FHWA ER 

event or a Preliminary Damage Assessment Worksheet if the event qualifies for FEMA PA event. 

 

 

A completed Emergency Repairs Checklist should be sent to the District Program Director with each DES Number.   

 

2-2.06  Project Funding 
 

Any actions taken without a full understanding and adherence of the federal-aid process may put the LPA at risk of not receiving 

federal funds, losing federal funds, or returning awarded federal funds. 

 

Available funding is dependent upon several factors. The Federal Transportation Act that is generally adopted every six years 

determines the amount of available funds the State receives for the LPA and can alter program categories as well as eligibility 

criteria. 

Other factors that also may affect available funding include: 

¶ Project timeline and delivery of the projects. 

Please keep in mind that to seek reimbursement for an emergency event, you must follow all the criteria for the normal 

Federal-aid process. 

 

mailto:mmcmahan@indot.in.gov
https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/asset-data-collection/roadway-assets/
https://www.in.gov/indot/about-indot/central-office/asset-data-collection/roadway-assets/


¶ Local projects that have already been selected and are under development. 

When changes occur, alternatives must be considered, and solutions found to ensure all LPAs with active projects maintain a 

reasonable expectation that their projects can be delivered on time. Failure to resolve changes in a timely manner could impact 

future projects and the Stateôs ability to assure the program is ñfiscally constrained.ò  

Project stakeholders will communicate the costs and delivery dates of their projects from project application through final 

construction through Local Quarterly Reports and Local Quarterly Tracking Meetings. With frequent communication and 

coordination, INDOT can establish and communicate a clear expectation of what projects can be funded and completed.  

2-2.06 (1)  2 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations) 200 

Due to requirements from 2 CFR 200, INDOT will require that a Purchase Order (PO) for any phase of a project indicate 

the project/phase end date.  The project end date is defined based upon the phase and what is a reasonable amount of time 

to complete the phase and move the project on to the next phase.  The project end date is the last date eligible costs against 

the phase will be eligible for reimbursement.  A project end date may be moved out, but the LPA will need to submit a full 

justification that will either be rejected or accepted by FHWA. 

No more than 90 days may lapse from the end date for final reimbursement for a phase.  The 90 days includes submission 

of the invoice to the district and payment to the LPA.  If the LPA waits until the 90th day, there will be no reimbursement. 

When federal funds have been requested, but have sat dormant for 9 months, the project becomes inactive.  These are 

considered improper obligations where a decision will be made by INDOT and/or FHWA to remove the federal obligation. 

If the federal obligation is removed, the LPA can no longer seek reimbursement.  The LPA can either: 

¶ stop work on that phase of the project, or 

¶ pay for the rest of the project with 100% Local funds. 

 

2-3.0 CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical Elements are listed below but are not limited to the following. 

¶ The project has received verification of eligibility for federal-aid funds. 

¶ The project application process was followed. 

¶ The project application was submitted by the LPAôs Certified ERC. 

¶ The project is ADA compliant. 

¶ The financial commitment letter has been received. 

 

2-4.0 FATAL FLAWS  
 

The following is a possible fatal flaw that may, or will, result in the loss of eligibility for federal funds.  

 

¶ The LPA does not have matching funds.  

¶ The project is not ADA compliant. 

¶ The LPAôs project does not meet the contracted funding window. 

 

2-5.0 REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL  

 

Links 

Individual Metropolitan Planning Organization Web sites   

 

Maps showing the Urbanized Boundaries 

 

Federal Highway Administration 

 

Special Federal Aid Funding ï Emergency Relief Program 

 

A Guide to the Federal-aid Highway Emergency Relief Program 

http://www.indianampo.com/
http://www.indianampo.com/inmpo_regions.html
https://highways.dot.gov/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/erelief.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/reports/erm/er.pdf


 

MAP-21 - Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 

  Public Assistance:  Local, State, Tribal and Non-Profit  

 

  Public Assistance:   Policy and Guidance 

 

Contacts/Maps 

 

Functional Classification Maps 

 

State of Indiana City/Counties Emergency Management Directors 

 

Legal References 
 

Cooperative Process with MPOs and Rural Elected Officials - FHWAôs Guide to Federal-Aid Projects & Programs  

 

Stewardship and Oversight Program ï  

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/agreements/in.pdf 

Primary Federal Requirements Regarding Selection and Management - 23 CFR  

 State Regulations and Requirements 

Indiana Code, Title 4, State Offices and Administration 

 

Indiana Code, Title 5, State and Local Administration 

 

Indiana Code, Title 36, Local Government 

 

2-6.0 IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  

½ District Local Program Director 

½ Links to MPO Web sites 

½ Central Office Contacts 

 All communications regarding project application and selection should be directed to the: 

 

¶ Local Public Agency Programs Office 

¶ District Local Program Director 

¶ Applicable MPO (if project is within a MPO area) 

 

 

CHAPTER THREE:   PROJECT PROGRAMMING  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 

ADA ï Americans with Disability Act    MPO ï Metropolitan Planning Organization   
CN ï Construction      NTP ï Notice to Proceed 

FHWA ï Federal Highway Administration    PE ï Preliminary Engineering 

FMIS ï Fiscal Management Information System   R/W ï Right-of-Way 
INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation   SPMS ï Scheduling Management Project System 

ITAP ï INDOT Technical Application Pathway   STIP ï Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

LPA ERCï Local Public Agency Employee in Responsible Charge  TIP ï Transportation Improvement Program  
MPA ï Metropolitan Planning Area 

 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/map21/docs/map21_summary_hgwy_provisions.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/public-assistance-local-state-tribal-and-non-profit/
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/government/grant/pa/paguide07.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/maps/functional-classification-and-urban-area-boundary/
https://www.in.gov/dhs/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/projects.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/stewardship/agreements/in.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title23/23tab_02.tpl
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/004
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/005
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/036
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/036
http://www.indianampo.com/


3-1.0 PROJECT PROGRAMMING  

Projects are federally funded from Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) allocations. Awards are based upon expected future 

funding to be made available by Congress.  When it becomes time for funds to be obligated, they come from the fiscal year obligations 

of the current year. 

There are several important steps that must be completed to ensure a Local Public Agency (LPA) establishes and maintains eligibility 

for federal funding for a project.  The following sections of this chapter describe some of the required steps related to project 

programming in more detail. 

 

 

 

 

   3-1.01 Call for Projects 

In order to apply for federal-aid funds, the Local Public Agencyôs Employee in Responsible Charge (LPA ERC) must be 

enrolled in the Access Indiana Portal to access the INDOTôs Technical Applications Pathway (ITAP).   

INDOT Technical Application Pathway (ITAP) is a gateway for your LPA to access INDOTs most used applications.   All 

LPAs should be users, and all new Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) should apply as a user.  This will allow the ERCs 

to complete applications and reports. If you have question or are unsure if your agency is enrolled, contact Michael Cales at 

mcales@indot.in.gov for ITAP support. 

If you have question or are unsure if your agency is enrolled, contact Michael Cales at mcales@indot.in.gov for 

ITAP support.  

 

3-1.01 (1) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Transition Plan 
 

The LPA ERC must certify to INDOT during the project application process that they are compliant with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Title IV before they can receive federal-aid funds. 

All local governments need to show that they are at least making a good faith effort in adopting an ADA Transition 

Plan.  INDOT is working with all local governments throughout Indiana to ensure compliance or at least show that 

each local government is making a good faith effort in becoming compliant.  

INDOT is a recipient of federal funds and has a Stewardship and Oversight Agreement with the Federal Highway 

Administration which means that if you receive any funding from INDOT (state or federal), whether through a contract 

to perform work or provide professional services or as part of a grant or award for your community, INDOT is required 

to ensure you are in compliance with Title VI & Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) nondiscrimination 

and accessibility requirements.  

Our goal in monitoring our sub-recipients is to provide sufficient training, tools, and resources to make compliance 

efforts manageable and easier for our sub-recipients as we work together to improve Indiana communities by 

constructing roads, bridges, highways, and pedestrian facilities across the state.   

Contact Will Gay, Sub-recipient Compliance Auditor, Legal Division for more information and assistance.   

3-1.02 Electronic Application Process 
 

The Local Call Application can be found under the Scheduling Project Management System (SPMS) logo in ITAP.  There are 

tabs along the top of the screen for each section of the application.  Mandatory fields that are required to be completed in the 

application are shown in a peach color.  After the application is submitted, it is reviewed by the District Local Program Director 

for completeness.  The application will then be either accepted for consideration or returned for additional information. 

Applications from cities who owe the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) money which is more than 60 days 

past due will not be considered for federal-aid funds.  If the LPA resolves its past due account, they will be eligible for an 

award.  Contact the District Local Program Director concerning any past due accounts. 

The LPA must have a certified Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) prior to applying for federal-aid funds. 

Federally funded transportation projects must conform to federal laws and regulations to be eligible for federal funding 

participation. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
file://///state.in.us/file1/indot/Shared/INDOT5/SHARED/INDOT/Scans/LPA/Hudson/Guidance%20Document/mcales@indot.in.gov%20
https://www.in.gov/indot/accessibility-and-non-discrimination/accessibility-at-indot/
mailto:wgay@indot.in.gov?subject=Sub-recipient%20Compliance%20


 

3-1.03 Selection Process 
 

Project applications will be scored by a team of INDOT experts in their related fields.  The scoring team will be represented 

by the District Local Program Director and staff.  Once all scores are compiled, an executive review team will review all final 

scores for accuracy and will determine funding types and awards for projects.  

 

3-1.04 Notification of Award 
 

After the project eligibility review and project selection process have been completed, the LPA sponsor for each selected project 

will receive a ñNotification of Award."  A ñNotification of Awardò letter is sent to the ERC listing the federal amount that was 

awarded.   

 

3-1.05 Indiana Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) 
 

The STIP is a capital improvement program that includes all state and federally funded transportation system improvements 

expected to be undertaken during a four-year period. The STIP also includes all Regionally Significant Transportation 

Projects, regardless of funding source.  

 

INDOT develops the STIP in cooperation with the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and in consultation with the 

Rural Planning Organizations (RPOs) and Non-Metropolitan local officials.  

 

For more detailed information on the coordination with MPOs, please reference Chapter Four. 

 

After the LPA project has been authorized in SPMS, it must be included in the STIP with each phase and estimate listed for 

the year in which funds are expected to be obligated prior to requesting federal funds authorization.  Projects listed in the STIP 

are broken down into three phases.  These phases are Preliminary Engineering (PE), Right-of-Way (R/W), and Construction 

(CN).   The STIP Web site can be accessed at https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/state-transportation-improvement-

program-stip/.  

 

Projects located within an MPOôs Planning Area (MPA) must first be included in that MPOôs Transportation Improvement 

Program (TIP)  prior to being included in the STIP.  The process for including projects in the STIP/TIP is completed by INDOT 

in cooperation with the MPO as applicable.  The LPA shall request inclusion in the TIP before INDOT will issue a contract.  

The project is then automatically processed by the MPO and INDOT for inclusion in the STIP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-2.0 EARLY COORDINATION MEETING  

The ñEarly Coordination Meetingò is a requirement for any LPA selected for a new federally funded project. The ERC must request 

the early coordination meeting with the District Local Program Director within 30 days of receiving the award notification.  Failure of 

the LPA to request the Early Coordination Meeting within 30 days from award may result in the loss of funding.  

 

The purpose of the Early Coordination Meeting is to discuss and review: 

¶ Project requirements. 

¶ Consultant selection procedures and the Request for Proposals (RFP) process. 

¶ INDOT-LPA Contract. 

¶ Other relevant topics such as planning and programming, scope, schedule and budget, right-of-way and utilities, and project 

development. 

This meeting is invaluable to the ERC as it is designed to help him or her better understand all the requirements of their specific 

project and to identify key resource people.  One of the most important aspects of this meeting is the discussion of the INDOT -LPA 

Contract in preparation for signing. 

 

¶ When funding changes occur during the life of the project, it is the responsibility of the LPA to notify the MPO to have 

the TIP amended. 

 

¶ Each project phase intended to use federal funding must be amended into the STIP. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/state-transportation-improvement-program-stip/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/state-transportation-improvement-program-stip/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


While it is a requirement of the ERC to request the early coordination meeting, it is the role of the District Local Program Director to 

coordinate with the LPA to schedule the meeting and to invite relevant INDOT staff.  For projects within an MPO Planning Area, the 

ERC should also extend an invitation or provide meeting information to the MPO. 

 

The meeting agenda is an Early Coordination Meeting Checklist.  This agenda is a topical list that is signed by both the LPAôs ERC and 

the District Local Program Director at the close of the meeting to verify all topics were discussed.  

 

3-3.0 INDOT LPA PROJECT COORDINATION  CONTRACT  
 

The Contract for the development of federal-aid local projects between INDOT and the LPA is commonly referred to as the ñINDOT 

LPA Contract.ò  The contract for the development of state funded projects for Community Crossing Matching Grantis is commonly 

referred to as the ñLocal Roads and Bridges Matching Grant Agreementò. These contracts are used to define the specific roles, rights, 

and responsibilities of each agency involved in the development of federal-aid and state projects. 

 

The INDOT LPA Contract includes: 

 

Section I Project Description Identifies the assigned INDOT Designation (DES) Number, 

funding program, type of project, and lists the general scope 

and location of the project. 

Section II LPA Responsibilities Identifies the responsibilities of the LPA as it pertains to 

project delivery. 

Section III  INDOT Responsibilities Identifies the responsibilities of the INDOT as it pertains to 

project delivery. 

Section V Term and Schedule Identifies the terms and schedule for project delivery. 

Attachment A Project Funds Identifies the phase, funding split, and maximum funding 

amount to be allocated to the project. 

 

The Local Roads and Bridges Matching Grant Agreement includes: 

 

Appendices titled ñAttachment A ï Project Descriptionò which specifies the project type, project location and scope, and the 

maximum amount of state funds available for the project, and ñAttachment B ï Award Letterò which lists the preliminary award 

amount.  The Contract also specifies further LPA Responsibilities.   

 

3-3.0 (1) Audits 

The LPA acknowledges that it may be required to submit to an audit of funds paid through the INDOT-LPA 

Contract. Any such audit shall be conducted in accordance with IC §5-11-1, et seq., and audit guidelines specified by 

the State. 

The State considers the LPA to be a ñsub-recipientò for purposes of the INDOT-LPA Contract.  However, if  required 

by applicable provisions of the Office of Management and Budget Circular A-133 (Audits of States, Local 

Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations), following the expiration of the INDOT-LPA Contract, the LPA shall 

arrange for a financial and compliance audit of funds provided by the State pursuant to this Contract. Such audit is to 

be conducted by an independent public or certified public accountant (or as applicable, the Indiana State Board of 

Accounts), and performed in accordance with Indiana State Board of Accounts publication entitled ñUniform 

Compliance Guidelines for Examination of Entities Receiving Financial Assistance from Governmental Sources,ò 

and applicable provisions of the Office of Management and Budget Circulars A-133 (Audits of States, Local 

Governments, and Non-Profit Organizations). The LPA is responsible for ensuring that the audit and any management 

letters are completed and forwarded to the State in accordance with the terms of this Contract. 

For audits conducted pursuant to Indiana Code 5-11-1 and audited by the Indiana State Board of Accounts on the 

time schedule set forth by the Indiana State Board of Accounts, the LPA shall provide to the Indiana State Board of 

Accounts, all requested documentation necessary to audit the LPA in its entirety. 

If  the audit is conducted by an independent public or certified public account and not the Indiana State Board of 

Accounts, the LPA shall submit the completed audit to the Indiana State Board of Accounts within 10 days of the 

completion of the audit. 

 



The audit shall be an audit of the actual entity, or distinct portion thereof that is the LPA, and not of a parent, member, 

or subsidiary corporation of the LPA, except to the extent such an expanded audit may be determined by the 

Indiana State Board of Accounts or the State to be in the best interests of the State. 

 

3-3.01  Amendments to the INDOT-LPA Contract 
 

Any change in the window the funds are intended to be available will be reviewed by the Director of the Local Public Agency 

Programs Office to determine if there are funds available in the fiscal year the funding window is moving to.  If INDOT 

approves any changes to the federal funds on a project, then the District Local Program Director will initiate the amendment to 

the INDOT-LPA Contract. 

 

The LPA will contact the District Local Program Director if an issue that may require an amendment to the INDOT-LPA 

Contract occurs. Examples of changes or issues that may necessitate an amendment to the INDOT-LPA Contract include 

changes in scope, changes in funding sources, additional funding award, or a move of the letting date.   

 

An LPA in an MPO Planning Area should submit proof of adjustment from the MPO in the form of an amendment resolution 

or modification note to the District Local Program Director to receive a revised INDOT-LPA Contract. 

 

If the amendment is for a project funded by an MPO, then proof of the MPOôs concurrence in that amendment is required before 

it can proceed. 

 

3-3.02   Electronic Signatures - DocuSign 
 

INDOT has transitioned to use DocuSign, by all parties, to electronically sign INDOT LPA Contracts and Local Roads and 

Bridges Matching Grant Agreements.   

¶ INDOT LPA Contract  = It is the responsibility of the Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) to provide INDOT 

with contact information for the person(s), with Legal Binding Authority, to sign contracts for a local agency.   

¶ Local Roads and Bridges Matching Grant Agreement = It is the responsibility of the employee contact listed on 

the grant application to provide INDOT with contact information for the person(s), with Legal Binding Authority, to 

sign contracts for a local agency.   

What is Legal Binding Authority?  

¶ Mayor; or  

¶ Designee with one of the following to demonstrate signatory has legal authority to bind the agency: 

1. Ordinance showing one official signatory is sufficient to legally bind the agency. 

2. Resolution which shows the individual who signed has the legal authority to bind the agency. 

3. Meeting Minutes which delegate legal authority to one individual to sign on behalf of the agency, or 

¶ Multiple signatures from a quorum of County Commissioners, Board of Public Works, or Town Council. 

 

Visit the LPA Programs website for information on how LPAs can submit a list of legal signers, and instruction and 

examples for the legal signers.  

 

INDOT must have the signer(s) information prior to any contract being routed to a local for execution: 

1. Signer Name: = First and last name of legal signer. 

2. Signer Email: = An e-mail address that will mail directly to the legal signer. 

3. Signer Cell Phone Number: = A phone number that can receive a text message.  This text message will be sent with 

the authorization code needed for the legal signer to enter into DocuSign as a verification of identity. This is the 

preferred method of signature verification.   

4. Alternative Means of Signature Verification: = If the legal signer does not have a cell number, or does not want to 

provide their cell number, they will receive an e-mail with an authorization code, located within the body of the e-

mail, to enter into DocuSign as verification of identity. 

 

 If INDOT receives a contract signed by the LPA, and 30 or more days have lapsed from the date of the first LPA 

signature to the last LPA signature in DocuSign, the Contract will be rejected and routed again via DocuSign to the 

LPA to be re-signed. 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3-4.0 LOCAL QUARTERLY REPORTS AND TRACKING MEETINGS   

The ERC is responsible for submitting the required Local Quarterly Reports (LQR) through ITAP  and attending Local Quarterly 

Tracking Meetings.  The LQR must be completed and submitted by the LPA detailing up-to-date cost estimates and schedules.  The 

LPA is required to submit an LQR through the time the final voucher is presented for the construction phase and all POs are closed.    

 

 LPAs must utilize INDOTôs electronic Local Quarterly Report through the INDOT Technical Application Pathway (ITAP) to 

submit all their Local Quarterly Reports.   

 

 This means all INDOT and MPO funded project LQRs are required to be completed in and submitted through ITAP.   

Local Quarterly Reports are required to be submitted by the 21st day of the months of January, April, July, and October. 

 

¶ MPO funded projects: Local Quarterly Tracking meetings will be coordinated / scheduled through the applicable MPO for 

projects located in a Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA)  of an MPO.  

 

¶ INDOT-Rural funded project: Local Quarterly Tracking meetings will be coordinated / scheduled through the applicable 

District Project Manager for projects funded by INDOT.  

 

3-5.0 PROJECT FUNDING 

The INDOT District will issue a Purchase Order (PO) after the INDOT-LPA Contract is fully executed by the Attorney Generalôs Office 

and a Request for Funds (FMIS Request) has been approved.  See Section 3-6.0 below for information on the FMIS.  Work can begin 

when Notice to Proceed (NTP) has been given to the LPA from INDOT and the LPA notifies the Consultant that they may begin work.   

See Appendix B of this Document for guidelines in completing an LPA Invoice-Voucher and the specific documents needed to 

accompany the LPA Invoice-Voucher. 

 

3-6.0 FISCAL MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM (FMIS)  
 

Approval of funds in FMIS is the federal authorization for the use of federal-aid on a specific project phase.  FMIS authorization is not 

just an authorization for the use of federal-aid funds, but also an authorization of the project phase.  

 

Prior to the start of work on each phase (PE, R/W, CN) of the project, the phase must be authorized and approved in the federal FMIS 

database. 

Before the FMIS authorization can be processed, the following requirements must be fulfilled, per phase:  

¶ The project must be listed in the TIP (if applicable) and the STIP. 

¶ The Consultant Selection must be approved as described in Chapter Five.  

¶ The LPAïConsulting Contract should be executed by both the LPA and their consultant after INDOT review. 

¶ The INDOT-LPA Contract must be approved by the Attorney Generalôs office. 

¶ A signed FMIS Request  must be completed and submitted to INDOT.  POôs will not be requested until the LPA has submitted 

this request. 

Important: For the contract to be a fully executed, legally binding contract, the contract will still require approval from The 

Indiana Department of Administration (IDOA) and State Budget Agency (SBA). Furthermore, if the contract is an 

Amendment, it will also require the approval of The Office of the Attorney General (AG).  These approvals will appear on 

the fully executed, legally binding contract. 

 

Once the contract is fully executed by INDOT, the District Program Director will e-mail a pdf file of the fully executed, 

legally binding contract to the local for their records. 

If the LPA does not sign and return the Contract or the Amendment within 6 weeks of receipt, funding for the project may 

be removed.  If the LPA does not sign and return the Contract or the Amendment within 2 months of receipt, the funds will 

be rescinded, and the project will be eliminated. 

http://www.in.gov/indot/2390.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


The LPA should review the STIP to compare the contract amount with the amount programmed for that phase.  Any changes to the 

distribution of funds within the project must be made by the LPA.  Modifications of the STIP may be required. 

 

 

 

If the LPA has not incurred any expenses within 6 months of the NTP, the authorization may be revoked, and the LPA will be required 

to request FMIS authorization for services when they are prepared to move forward. 

 

If authorization is revoked, expenses that occurred during this time will be ineligible for federal reimbursement.  

 

3-6.0 (1) FMIS ï Right-of-Way Services and Land Acquisition 

 

The FMIS request for R/W Services will not be requested until after the environmental document is complete and has National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) approval.  The request of funds for Land Improvement and Damages (LID) should be 

requested after the INDOT-LPA Contract for R/W Services contract has been approved by the Attorney Generalôs Office. 

 

 

 

 

 

3-7.0 CANCELLED PROJECTS  
 
A city, county, or town may decide to cancel a project.  In such event, the highest-ranking official from the city, county, or town shall 

notify, in writing or by e-mail, the District Local Program Director in its District and provide the project description and Designation 

Number (Des. No.).  The District Local Program Director shall forward this information to the Director of the Local Public Agency 

Programs Office. 

 

The Director of the Local Public Agency Programs Office will contact the Procurement & Project Accounting Division to determine 

how much federal money, if any, was spent on the project.  The city, county, or town may be required to repay INDOT all federal money 

spent on its cancelled project depending on FHWAôs determination. 

 

 An environmental document may still need to be completed if federal funds were used. 

If no federal money was spent on the project, the Director of the Local Public Agency Programs Office will approve elimination of the 

project in SPMS by the District Local Program Director.  Otherwise, the Director will inform the District Local Program Director of the 

amount to be repaid.  The District Local Program Director will provide this information to the LPA and ask for confirmation that they 

still desire to cancel the project. 

The Local Public Agency Programs Office will be responsible for approving the initiation of the bill by the District Local Program 

Director to the city, county, or town for the repayment of federal funds on a cancelled project.  

3-8.0 CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical Elements are listed below but are not limited to the following. 

¶ The project is listed in the TIP  and STIP as required. 

¶ The INDOT-LPA Project Coordination Contract is signed by the LPA and returned to INDOT within 6 weeks of receipt.  

¶ The consultant selection process is followed and approved by INDOT. 

¶ There is a fully executed INDOT-LPA Project Coordination Contract. 

¶ The federal share of the project cost does not exceed the maximum amount of federal funds approved. 

¶ All project phases have received FMIS Authorization. 

¶ Only expenses incurred after INDOTôs NTP are eligible for reimbursement. 

 

 

 

 

Any local money expended, or costs incurred by the LPA prior to a Notice to Proceed (NTP) issued by INDOT will not be 

eligible for federal-aid reimbursement.  

 

If a project requires Railroad or Utility Coordination, a separate FMIS authorization for those activities are required.   



3-9.0 FATAL FLAWS  
 

In project programming, the focus on fatal flaws is primarily centered on project scope, proper procedures related to consultant selection 

and managing critical documents.  However, this focus does not exclude other types of fatal flaws.   Some of the most common fatal 

flaws are listed below. 

¶ Changes to the scope, ñscope creep,ò can result in insufficient approved federal funds needed to construct the project. 

¶ The consultant selection process was not followed as discussed in Chapter Five.  

¶ Failure to maintain ERC Certification. 

¶ Required documents (e.g., INDOT-LPA Contract, Local Quarterly Reports, etc.) are not submitted in a timely manner. 

 

3-10.0 REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL  
 

Links 
 

INDOT Local Public Agency Programs Web page  

 

INDOT ï LPA Project Coordination Contract  

 

FMIS Request 

 

Resources for Indiana Communities - Title VI/ADA Information & Resources for Indiana Communities 

 

Legal References 
 

Some of the legal requirements for the INDOT-LPA Contract are set out within the contract itself under the ñRecitalsò and 

ñGeneral Provisionsò sections. LPAs are expected to comply with all state and federal laws and regulations that may be 

applicable to a project.  

 

Pursuant to IC 4-13-2-14.1, the Department of Administration, State Budget Agency, and the Attorney General of Indiana must 

sign all contracts to which INDOT is a party.  

 

3-11.0 IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  

½ District Local Program Director 

 Persons who should receive copies of communications pertaining to project programming include the: 

¶ Designated ERC 

¶ District INDOT Project Manager 

¶ District Program Director 

 

Because each INDOT District is structured differently, project programming may be completed by either the District INDOT 

Project Manager or the District Program Director.   

 

CHAPTER FOUR:   LPA ï MPO PROJECT COORDINATION  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 
CN ï Construction     NTP ï Notice to Proceed 

ERC ï Employee in Responsible Charge   PE ï Preliminary Engineering  
INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation  R/W ï Right-of-Way      

LPA ï Local Public Agency    STP ï Surface Transportation Program 

MPA ï Metropolitan Planning Area   TIP ï Transportation Improvement Program 
MPO ï Metropolitan Planning Organization   UA ï Urbanized Area 

MTP ï Metropolitan Transportation Plan   
     

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/accessibility-and-non-discrimination/resources-for-indiana-communities/


4-1.0 CHAPTER FOUR OVERVIEW  
 

Planning, funding, programming, and delivering local multi-modal federal-aid transportation projects in Metropolitan Planning Areas 

(MPA)  is a cooperative effort between Local Public Agencies (LPAs), Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), and the Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT).   

 

This chapter provides a summary of the requirements and processes used to coordinate LPA projects that fall within MPAs.  

 

4-2.0 PROJECT FUNDING AND SELECTION  
 

The process of funding and selecting LPA projects in MPA areas is dependent on the projectôs location in relation to the Urbanized Area 

(UA) boundary.  After each Census, INDOT consults with the LPAs statewide to update the adjusted urbanized boundaries.  These 

boundary maps can be found on the INDOT Functional Classification and Urban Area Boundary website.   

 

The Large Urban Areas are the limits where MPOs usually utilize their funds although they are free to fund any project within their 

MPA.  The population in the rural area outside the Large Urban Areas statewide is the population that is used to determine the share of 

Federal-aid funds that go to rural areas. 

 

Most LPA Surface Transportation Program (STP) funded projects located within an UA are funded by the MPO using selection criteria 

established by the MPOôs Policy Committee.   

 

Projects outside the UA, but within the MPA, are generally funded and selected by the Local Public Agency Programs Office with the 

assistance of the appropriate District. However, LPAs will coordinate these projects through the applicable MPO.  MPOs may also 

choose to fund projects that are outside their UA, but within their MPA.  If an MPO makes this decision, they will also make the project 

selection decision. 

Table 4-1 identifies the various funding programs available to support LPA federal-aid projects and responsibilities for project selection 

under each program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/maps/functional-classification-and-urban-area-boundary/
http://www.indianampo.com/MPO/mpos.htm


Figure 4-1 - Sample Map Depicting a MPA & UA



Table 4-1 ï Funding & Selection Responsibilities 

 

 

 
Source of Federal 

Funding 

Primary Project 

Selection Decision 

Maker 

 

Program Project Location MPO INDOT MPO INDOT Remarks 

STP Group I 
Inside MPO 

Urbanized Area 
 ̧   ̧

 
Program applies to all UAs with 

populations at, or greater than 

200,000 

STP Group II 
Inside MPO 

Urbanized Area 
 ̧   ̧

 Program applies to all UAs with 

population at, or greater than 

50,000 but less than 200,000 

STP Rural 
Outside MPO 

Urbanized Area 1 
 ̧  ̧  ̧  ̧

Program applies to cities & 

towns with populations over 

5,000 but less than 50,000 

STP Group IV 
Outside MPO 

Urbanized Area 1 
 ̧  ̧  ̧  ̧

Program applies to all counties, 

as well as cities and towns with 

a population less than 5,000 

Transportation 

Alternatives 

Inside MPO 

Urbanized Area 
 ̧   ̧  

Project selection requires 

validation by the Federal 

Highway Administration 

(FHWA) 
Outside MPO 

Urbanized Area 1 
  ̧   ̧

 

Highway Safety 

Improvement 

Program (HSIP) 

 

Inside MPO 

Urbanized Area 
 ̧   ̧  Project selection requires 

validation by the State Highway 

Safety Committee Outside MPO 

Urbanized Area 1 
  ̧   ̧

Congestion 

Mitigation and 

Air Quality 

(CMAQ) 

Inside MPO 

Urbanized Area 
 ̧   ̧  

Project selection requires 

validation by FHWA Outside MPO 

Urbanized Area1   ̧   ̧

 

 

1 An MPO may choose to fund a project under this program that is outside their UA, but within their MPA.  If the MPO makes this 

decision it will also make the project selection decision.  

 

4-3.0  LPA AND MPO RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

LPAs in an MPA should contact their MPO for detailed information about submission of project applications, project funding eligibility, 

selection criteria, etc. 

   

Each MPO must verify project eligibility and submit written verification to the Local Public Agency Programs Office. This written 

verification will normally be completed by electronic submission of a Project Application Form to the appropriate District Program 

Director. 

 

Prior to inclusion or amendment of a selected project into the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), regardless of whom selected 

the project or the project funding source, the MPO must do the following. 

¶ Verify the project is consistent with the latest air quality conformity determination if the MPA is in an air quality non-attainment 

or maintenance area. 

¶ Verify the project is consistent with the adopted Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) .  

¶ For MPO funded projects, determine the project does not require re-demonstration of fiscal constraint.  

¶ Provide the public with reasonable opportunity to comment on the project by following the procedures outlined in the MPOôs 

or INDOTôs adopted ñPublic Participation Planò as appropriate. 

The MPO will ensure selected projects and/or project phases are appropriately programmed in the TIP and subsequently will submit a 

request to the District Local Program Director to include the project in the STIP.  Projects must be listed individually and programmed 



by phase (Preliminary (PE), Right-of-Way (R/W), Construction (CN)).  If a project is not fully funded within the four-year life of the 

TIP, the LPA must provide the estimated cost to complete the project to the MPO.  

For more information on project programming, please see Chapter Three.  

LPAs also must notify the MPO of any change in project scope, project phase costs, project/phase timelines, funding sources, etc. so 

that the MPO can appropriately modify or amend its TIP per the procedures contained in the TIP.  The MPO will subsequently submit 

a request to INDOT to appropriately modify or amend the STIP.  

LPAs must familiarize themselves with the MPOôs established Change Order Policy and comply with that policy.  For more information 

on Change Orders, please see Section 12-3.02 of this Document.  

The LPA, MPO and INDOT will coordinate all phases of project execution (PE, R/W, CN) through an on-going local quarterly project 

tracking process mutually agreed upon by the MPO and INDOT. 

 

4-4.0 INDOT RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

INDOT District personnel are required to attend various MPO meetings.  Meetings and persons responsible are listed below: 

 

¶ MPO Local Quarterly Tracking Meeting - The District Local Program Directors and the District INDOT Project Managers 

who are assigned to each project are required to attend the MPO Local Quarterly Tracking meeting. 

 

¶ MPO Technical Meeting - All Capital Program Managers are required to attend the MPO Technical Meetings. 

 

¶ MPO Policy Board Meeting - All District Deputy Directors are required to attend the Policy Board Meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information concerning individual MPOôs Public Participation Plan, Change Order Policy, and Local Quarterly Project 

Tracking, please refer to the individual MPOôs Web site.  

 

4-5.0 CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical Elements are listed below, but are not limited to, the following: 

 

¶ The project is eligible for federal-aid funds. 

¶ The project is consistent with the adopted MTP . 

¶ The project selection process was followed.  

¶ There was an Air Quality Conformity Determination (non-attainment and maintenance areas). 

¶ The project is included in the TIP/STIP.  

¶ The project follows the Consultant Selection requirements as discussed in Chapter Five. 

¶ The LPA received Notice to Proceed (NTP) from INDOT prior to conducting any work on the project (Expenses incurred prior 

to INDOTôs NTP will be paid with 100% local funds as discussed in Chapter Three). 

¶ The INDOT-LPA Project Coordination Contract is signed by the LPA. 

¶ Project Closeout. 

 

4-6.0 FATAL FLAWS  
 

Some of the most common fatal flaws include the following. 

 

¶ There is no Designated Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC). 

¶ The LPA does not have a certified ERC, or the ERC certification has lapsed. 

¶ The project is not eligible for the federal-aid program. 

¶ The project not consistent with the adopted MTP. 

¶ The project is not consistent with the latest air quality conformity determination (non-attainment and maintenance areas). 

If the Capital Program Managers or District Deputy Directors cannot attend the MPO Technical Meetings or the 

MPO Policy Board Meetings, they should send a designee or proxy.  The MPO should be notified of who the designee 

or proxy will be prior to the meetings. 



¶ There are not enough federal funds allocated. 

¶ The LPA does not have the required matching funds as discussed in Chapter Eleven. 

¶ The project is not included in TIP and STIP. 

¶ Not having a fully executed INDOT-LPA Project Coordination Contract. 

 

4-7.0 REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL  
 

Links 
 

MPO projects are selected and programmed through the MPO.  Guidelines and selection criteria for each MPO may be found 

on individual MPO Web sites.  

INDOT Functional Classification and Urban Area Boundary 

         

        Legal Requirements 
 

Federal laws and regulations require each state to work with local elected officials and MPOs to develop a program of projects 

that will utilize federal funds in MPAs. In addition, Sec. 1904 (g) of SAFETEA-LU (P.L. 109-59) added a new requirement 

for states to provide additional attention to project delivery of both state and local projects. 

 

LPAs are legally responsible for the development and administration of their federal-aid projects. Therefore, they must be 

particularly diligent to ensure compliance with all applicable federal and state requirements, including but not limited to 

requirements concerning:   Consultant Selection, the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Land Acquisition .   

Non-compliance with applicable laws and regulations could result in partial or complete withdrawal of federal and/or state 

participation in a project. 

General information and regulations related to development of federal-aid projects can be found in Federal Highway 

Administrationôs Guide to Federal-Aid Projects & Programs and in this Guidance Document. 

The following federal and state laws and regulations provide additional information about selection, programming, and 

management of projects. 

State Office and Administration - IC Title 4  

 

State and Local Administration - IC Title 5  

 

Local Government - IC Title 36 

 

Planning Assistance and Standards - 23 CFR 450 

 

Statewide Transportation Planning and Programming - 23 CFR 450 Subpart B 

 

Coordination of Planning Process Activities - 23 CFR 450.208  

 

Interested Parties, Public Involvement, and Consultation - 23 CFR 450.210  

   

Development and Content of Statewide Transportation Improvement - 23 CFR 450.216  

 

Metropolitan Transportation Planning and Programming - 23 CFR Part 450, Subpart C  

 

Interested parties, Participation, and Consultation - 23 CFR 450.316  

 

Development and Content of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan - 23 CFR 450.322 

 

Determining Conformity of Federal Actions to State of Federal Implementation Plans (Air Quality) - 40 CFR 93 

 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/maps/functional-classification-and-urban-area-boundary/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/projects.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/projects.cfm
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/004
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/005
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/036
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=74922179335a93475b03cb3f8a934b29&node=23:1.0.1.5.11&rgn=div5
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div5&node=23:1.0.1.5.11
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d50fef45f55d6dca32e01ce265a78ab7&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d50fef45f55d6dca32e01ce265a78ab7&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d50fef45f55d6dca32e01ce265a78ab7&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9aae64c6cc5769807a0eea794aab825c&node=sp23.1.450.c&rgn=div6
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d50fef45f55d6dca32e01ce265a78ab7&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5#se23.1.450_1318
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=d50fef45f55d6dca32e01ce265a78ab7&node=pt23.1.450&rgn=div5%20-%20se23.1.450_1318#se23.1.450_1322
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title40/40cfr93_main_02.tpl


4-8.0 IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  
 

For a list of resource persons, please refer to the Planning Roles, Responsibilities, & Cooperative Operation Manual located on 

INDOTôs website at Metropolitan  Planning Roles & Responsibilities Manual. 

 

CHAPTER FIVE:   CONSULTANT CONTRACTING  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 

CFR ï Code of Federal Regulations   LPA ï Local Public Agency 

CI ï Construction Inspection    NTP ï Notice to Proceed 
DBE ï Disadvantaged Business Enterprise   PE ï Preliminary Engineering 

DOT ï Department of Transportation   PEMS ï Project Engineer/Supervisor 

E&O ï Error and Omissions    PO ï Purchase Order 
ERC ï Employee in Responsible Charge   RFC ï Ready for Contracts 

FMIS ï Fiscal Management Information System  RFP ï Request for Proposals   

INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation   R/W ï Right-of-Way 

LOI ï Letters of Interest   

 

5-1.0 CHAPTER FIVE OVERVIEW  
 

Chapter Five establishes the policy for contracting with professional services consultants for Local Public Agency (LPA) projects 

involving federal-aid funding.   

 

5-2.0 APPLICABILITY AND LPA RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

The Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Title 23 Part 172 (23 CFR 172) prescribes policies and procedures for administration of 

engineering and design related services contracts for transportation projects using federal funds.  These regulations require use of a 

ñQualifications Based Selectionò process as outlined in Title 40 United States Code, Chapter 11, Section 1104, paragraph (b).  

 

These regulations also require State Departments of Transportation (DOTs), as recipients of federal funds, to ensure ñsub-recipients 

comply with this part.ò  This means the State must ensure LPAs follow the same federal requirements as the State.  Thus, LPAs are 

subject to the same procurement requirements as the State DOT. 

 

5-2.01  Applicability 
 

If consultant services are to be funded with federal-aid funds by either direct reimbursement, or by credits used as a match for 

construction of the project, the LPA must follow all federal requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All professional services leading to federally funded construction must be performed by Indiana Department of Transportation 

(INDOT) prequalified consultants. 

 

5-2.02  LPA Responsibilities 
 

Federally funded consultant selection, contracting and contract administration activities shall be performed by or under the 

supervision of a certified Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC).  The 

 

ERC shall assure compliance with the policies described in this chapter and is responsible for oversight and management of 

the consultant in a fiscally responsible manner. Some responsibilities of the ERC for consultant services include, but are not 

limited to: 

 

¶ Administering government duties including contract negotiation, payment, evaluation of compliance, performance, 

and quality of services. 

¶ Be familiar with the contract requirements, scope of services and products to be produced. 

If no Federal dollars are used to pay for professional services and the cost of services will not be used as a match 

credit for federal project construction funds, the selection portion of this chapter does not apply, even if Federal 

dollars are to be used for the construction itself.  

 

http://www.indianampo.com/about.html
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/consultant.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/121205_40usc.cfm
http://www.in.gov/dot/div/legal/rfp/eligiblefirms.xls


¶ Be familiar with the qualifications and responsibilities of the consultantsô staff. 

¶ Schedule and attend progress and project meetings. 

¶ Ensure consultant costs billed are allowable 

¶ Evaluation and participate in decisions for contract modifications. 

¶ Document monitoring activities. 

 

Refer to 23 CFR 172.9(d) for further information. 

 

5-3.0 CODE OF ETHICS AND CONFLICTS OF INTEREST  
 

For information regarding Code of Ethics and Conflicts of Interest, please refer to Chapter 2 of the INDOTôs Professional Services 

Administration Manual . 

 

5-4.0 SELECTION PROCESS  
 

If consultant services are to be funded with federal-aid, the LPA must comply with the following. 

 

¶ Create and advertise a Request for Proposals (RFP) on INDOTôs Web site.  A local Web site posting can be in addition to 

INDOTôs posting. 

¶ Evaluate and rank consulting firms using the score sheet that was advertised in the RFP. 

 

5-4.01  Advertisement 
 

The RFP shall include a project description, scope of services and deliverables, schedule, qualification requirements, 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal, selection rating worksheet and a response due date.  The RFP must specify 

the contract type, identify any special provisions or requirements, disallow any disclosure of cost. 

The RFP will be reviewed by INDOT and shall be advertised on INDOTôs Web site. 

   

The ñStandard Request for Proposal Templateò and the ñLPA Consultant Selection Toolkit for Standard and CWBI 

Projectsò are available on INDOTôs Web site. 

 

5-4.01 (1) Project Description and Scope of Services 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RFP must provide a project description and information such as scope of services and location, work types, and 

phases of services.  This information is important because it defines the service type parameters covered by the selection.   

 

5-4.01 (2) Prequalification Requirements 
 

INDOT prequalifies consultants for various engineering and design related work types in accordance with the INDOT 

Consultant Prequalification Manual. The LPA shall clearly specify appropriate prequalification work types in the RFP 

advertisement based on a comparison of the nature of services to be performed to the work type descriptions included in 

the prequalification manual.  The advertisement must identify required INDOT Prequalification work types when 

applicable work types are available.  Whenever INDOT prequalification is required, the lead consultant and all sub-

consultants must be prequalified.  All professional services that require prequalification according to the INDOT 

Prequalification Manual must be performed by prequalified consultants.  

 

 5-4.01 (3) DBE Goal 
 

Each advertisement shall have a stated DBE goal.  The DBE Goal Request form is available via a link on the LPA Selection 

Web page that will generate an auto-email goal request. 

The LPA can advertise one RFP for the Preliminary Engineering (PE), Right-of-Way (R/W) Engineering, R/W 

Services or R/W Acquisition phases.   

 

Federal Highway requires that the Construction Inspection phase be advertised separate from any other phase.  This 

means INDOT cannot accept an RFP for all phases.  The Construction Inspection Phase must be advertised 

separately. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
http://www.in.gov/indot/2833.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/consultants-prequalification/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/consultants-prequalification/


INDOT is the only entity in the State of Indiana with a Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved DBE program. 

As such, INDOT maintains responsibility for setting all DBE goals and may not delegate any portion of the program 

administration to the LPA.   

The LPA shall complete the DBE Goal Request form to obtain the goal value. 

 

5-4.01 (4) Selection Rating Sheet 
 

A copy of the consultant rating sheet must be included within the RFP. 

 

A standard preapproved LPA Consultant Selection Scoring Tabulation Sheet is available as an Excel file. 

   

LPAs may choose to customize the standard LPA score sheet for a particular project advertisement; however, advance 

INDOT approval of the specific revisions is required.  All evaluation criteria must be ñqualifications-basedò, and the 

criteria must not introduce bias based on city, county, or state boundaries.  The INDOT approval process may take up to 

two (2) weeks depending upon the nature of customization proposed. 

 

5-4.01 (5) Prescreening and Interviews 
 

If an LPA desires to use prescreening or interviews during the selection process, details of the prescreening and/or 

interview process must be described in the RFP.  The District Program Director can assist with suggested text for the RFP. 

A minimum of three qualified firms must receive the RFP when prescreening is used. Similarly, when interviews are 

conducted, they must be held with a minimum of three (3) qualified firms.  

 

5-4.01 (6) Minimum Number of Respondents 
 

Competition between multiple qualified firms is a foundational tenet of the federal qualifications-based selection process.  

Whenever the LPA perceives there is a risk that fewer than three (3) Letters of Interest (LOI) may be received, the LPA 

should undertake recruitment efforts beyond basic Web site advertisement to obtain competition.  Recruitment efforts may 

include sending letters or making phone calls to firms who are qualified to do the work but may not submit a LOI due to 

the size of the project. 

 

If fewer than three (3) LOI are received, documentation will be required that demonstrates that the LPA made 

significant recruitment efforts beyond advertisement to create a competitive selection process. If significant 

recruitment efforts are not documented, the LPA will be required to re-advertise the RFP and make additional 

efforts to obtain competition. 

 

5-4.01 (7) Due Date 
 

The typical advertisement period for an LPA RFP is one (1) month. RFP advertisements of less than 14 days are not 

allowed. 

 

5-4.02 Evaluation and Ranking 
 

Evaluation of proposals and ranking of consulting firms begins immediately following the receipt of the LOI and the passage 

of the due date.  The LOI must contain all the information specified in the advertisement.  LOI that do not meet or address the 

qualification criteria as of the due date shall not be considered for evaluation. 

 

Firms submitting LOI for engineering and design related services must be evaluated and ranked on their qualifications and not 

on the cost of proposed services or any other considerations not advertised or prohibited by Qualifications Based Selection. 

 

The components of evaluation and ranking include prequalification verification, scoring team selection, scoring, and ranking 

and DBE goal compliance check.  

  

5-4.02 (1) Prequalification Verification 
 

The lead consultant must be INDOT prequalified and the consultant team, including sub-consultants identified in the LOI, 

must collectively be INDOT prequalified for all work types specified in the RFP. For example, if an RFP requires multiple 

prequalification work types, the lead firm may provide some work types and utilize sub-consultants to provide the others. 

 

A list of prequalified firms  is available on the INDOT Web site. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
http://www.in.gov/dot/div/legal/rfp/eligiblefirms.xls


5-4.02 (2) Past Performance Data 
 

Consultants performing services for INDOT or for LPA federal-aid projects are evaluated by INDOT. The LPA requests 

INDOT past performance data for each RFP advertised from the appropriate District or Central Office and the past 

performance scores (PPS) will be applied in the scoring process when applicable data is available.  There is now PPS for 

all phases PE, RW, and CE. 

 

5-4.02 (3) Scoring Team 
 

A team of scorers comprised of no less than three (3) individuals should evaluate the LOI; with one (1) of the 

individuals acting as the leader of the team.  The scorers should be familiar with the proposed project and must be capable 

of providing unbiased reviews of the qualifications of the submitting consultants. 

 

5-4.02 (4) Scoring 
 

Members of the team must be knowledgeable of the project and scoring process. Evaluation factors must be applied to all 

proposals in a uniform, fair and consistent manner. Scorers shall evaluate LOI using the selection rating sheet advertised 

in the RFP. 

 

5-4.02 (5) Tabulation of Scores and Ranking 
 

The evaluation factors must result in the scoring and ranking of firms in order from highest to lowest qualified for the 

specific RFP.  If a scoring tie exists among the highest ranked firms, the selecting official shall determine which of the tied 

firms is to be treated as the most qualified firm and shall provide a documented explanation of the basis for the decision.  

 

A final summary tabulation sheet must be signed by the ERC. 

 

5-4.02 (6) DBE Goal Compliance Check 
 

The DBE Compliance Check must be performed by the INDOT Economic Opportunity Division .  A DBE Goal Request 

Form is available at DBE Goal Request form. 

 

5-4.02 (7) Consultant Selection Checklist  
 

An LPA Selection Review Checklist must be completed by the ERC and then submitted to the District Local Program 

Director for approval.  The checklist lists each item that the ERC is responsible to submit to INDOT with the checklist to 

obtain INDOT approval of the consultant.  

 

5-5.0 CONTRACT SCOPING AND NEGOTIATION  
 

After the LPA has received INDOTs approval for the selection and ranking process, the LPA may proceed with a scoping 

meeting and enter negotiations with the highest ranked firm. 

 

5-5.01 Scoping Meeting 
 

The LPA ERC shall meet with the top-ranked consulting firm to review and discuss the project scope of work.  The goals of 

this meeting are to:  

¶ Communicate the LPAôs expectations for the project. 

¶ Answer consultant questions. 

¶ Set a due date and requirements for the cost proposal package. 

 

The LPA shall require the consultant to submit a cost proposal package that includes the following: 

¶ A draft scope of work. 

¶ A cost proposal. 

¶ Overhead rate documentation. 

 

5-5.01 (1) Draft Scope of Work  
 

The LPA shall require the consultant to submit a scope of work formatted for inclusion in the LPA-Consulting contract. 

The LPA shall review and approve this to make sure that project objectives are being met. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/economic-opportunity/economic-opportunity-division/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


 

5-5.01 (2) Cost Proposal 
 

The LPA shall require the consultant to submit a detailed person-hour breakdown by task element showing hourly 

classification rates, overhead rate, profit rate, non-salary direct costs (mileage, per diem, etc.) and computation of the 

total costs.   

 

 The LPA will only be reimbursed for the consultantôs non-salary direct costs as listed in the Stateôs Travel Policy.  

 

5-5.01 (3) Overhead Rate Documentation 
 

As part of the consultant prequalification process, the INDOT Prequalification Section notifies consultants of approval of 

their proposed overhead rates by letter on an annual basis. The LPA shall require the consultant to submit a copy of their 

prequalification approval letter as documentation of their INDOT approved overhead rates.   

 

5-5.02    Independent Estimate 
 

Prior to receipt or review of the selected consultantôs cost proposal, the LPA shall prepare a detailed independent estimate with 

an appropriate breakdown of the work by labor hours, types or classifications of labor required, other direct costs, and 

consultantôs fixed fee for the defined scope of work.  The independent estimate shall serve as the basis for negotiation. 

 

5-5.03   Cost Proposal Review 
 

The LPA is responsible for reviewing the consultant cost proposal to determine if the tasks and hours are reasonable for the 

project scope and to determine if the cost elements are compliant with INDOT policies and federal regulations. 

 

5-5.03 (1) Scope Task Breakdown 
 

The LPA will need to review the proposed scope of work documentation and task breakdown to verify that the consultantôs 

understanding of the scope is correct and to verify that the tasks are appropriate for the scope.  

 

5-5.03 (2) Labor Hours 
 

The LPA will need to review the proposed labor hours and classifications of labor in comparison to the LPAôs independent 

estimate to determine if they are reasonable for the required tasks. 

 

5-5.03 (3) Overhead Rate 
 

The LPA will need to review the detailed cost proposal submitted by the consultant to verify that the appropriate overhead 

rate has been applied in the cost calculations. Audited provisional overhead rates are approved by INDOT on an annual 

basis. In accordance with federal regulations, 23 CFR 172.7, approved overhead rates are not negotiable and cannot be 

capped.  

 

Some firms will have field overhead rates in addition to their office rates.  Field overhead rates, usually lower than office 

rates, may be applicable for staff that exclusively perform field services and do not have permanently assigned company 

offices.  Field rates are sometimes applied for construction inspection personnel, depending upon firm accounting 

practices. 

 

5-5.03 (4) Escalation 
 

The LPA will need to review escalation rates applied in consultant cost proposal calculations. Escalation rates are applied 

in cost estimates to provide for labor cost increases in multi-year contracts. INDOT refers to the U.S. Bureau of Labor 

Statistics Employment Cost Index to determine the appropriateness of proposed escalation rates in consultant cost 

proposals. 

 

INDOT publishes the ñEscalation Values for INDOT Consultant Contracts.ò 

  

The component parameters used by INDOT are Wages and Salaries (not seasonally adjusted), for private industry workers, 

professional, scientific, and technical services. 

 

https://secure.in.gov/sba/files/fmc_2017-2.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/files/Escalation-Rates-04_28_2021.pdf


5-5.03 (5) Profit Rate 
 

INDOTôs Profit Matrix is not a requirement.  INDOTôs profit matrix and complexity level list is available at 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/proposals-and-contracts/ for review and use by the LPA 

if so desired. 

 

5-5.03 (6) Contract Compensation Methods 

 
The standard contract compensation methods are lump sum, negotiated labor rate, cost plus fixed fee and unit price.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detailed information about compensation methods is available in the INDOT Professional Services Contract 

Administration Manual .   

 

Typical compensation methods for phases of LPA projects are as follows: 

 

¶ Lump sum for PE. 

¶ Unit price for R/W Services per the INDOT RW Fee Schedules. 

¶ Negotiated labor rate for Construction Inspection (CI). 

 

 The CI contract cannot be written as a lump sum. 

 

5-5.04      Negotiation 
 

The LPA is responsible for negotiating with the highest ranked consultant to resolve any differences in opinion regarding the 

scope, level of effort, schedule, and cost of the desired services.  INDOT is available to provide technical assistance during this 

process.  

 

The LPA may not negotiate overhead rates in the negotiation process; these are determined by audits performed in accordance 

with federal acquisition regulations and approved by INDOT in the prequalification process.  A lower overhead rate may only 

be used if the consultant offers a lower rate. 

 

The LPA shall retain documentation of negotiation activities and resources used in the analysis of costs to establish elements 

of the contract. 

 

5-5.04 (1) Unsuccessful Negotiations and Move to Next Firm 
 

If the LPA and the highest ranked consultant cannot come to a negotiated agreement, the next ranked firm is notified, and 

the LPA reengages in negotiation with the next ranked firm.  If negotiation fails again, the LPA shall enter negotiation 

with the next firm, etc.   Once an LPA discontinues negotiations with a firm and moves to the next firm the LPA cannot 

reenter negotiations with the higher ranked firm. The LPA must provide INDOT documentation of reasonable negotiation 

efforts to justify the decision to move to the next ranked firm. 

 

5-5.05 Consulting Contract Template 
 

The LPA-Consulting Contract  shall be in accordance with the latest version of the appropriate contract located on INDOTôs 

Web site.  INDOT requires this ñboilerplateò contract to be used for all project phases (PE, R/W and CI) on all projects that will 

have federal-aid participation.  R/W Engineering work may be included in the LPA-Consulting Contract for PE, but R/W Services 

requires a separate contract be prepared. 

 

See Section 9-3.01 of Chapter Nine of this Guidance Document for further information on the type of R/W Engineering work that 

can be included in the LPA-Consulting Contract for PE. 

 

Cost plus percent of cost contracts is prohibited by Indiana Code and by federal regulations. 

INDOT will not fund contingency fees. Contingency fees included in any consultant contractôs max amount will be 

subtracted from the federal participation amount and will be the responsibility of, and added to, the locals 

participation amount.   

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/proposals-and-contracts/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/


If the LPA does not utilize the ñboilerplateò contract, that phase will not be eligible for federal-aid.  Project specific issues can be 

addressed within this contract by customizing the appropriate Appendices.  

 

5-5.06 INDOT Review of Draft LPA-Consulting Contract  
 

A copy of the draft LPA-Consulting Contract and supporting documentation must be submitted to the District Local Program 

Director to forward to the District INDOT Project Manager for review before the contract is executed.  The supporting 

documentation must include a copy of the fee proposal and manhours and a copy of the prequalification letter showing the 

overhead rate.  INDOT will verify that the contract documentation is in order, that the cost is reasonable, and that all required 

contract provisions are included.  This submission must also include a copy of the LPA Selection Review Checklist signed by 

the LPAôs ERC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 As a standard practice with all LPA projects utilizing federal-aid funds, the LPA-Consulting Contract shall be submitted 

to the INDOT District as described above. 

 

The District Project Manager will provide any comments and the District Program Director will notify the ERC that they may 

execute the LPA-Consulting Contract after review by INDOT. 

 

Additional resources to help with consultant selection and contract review can be found on the INDOTôs  Local Public Agency 

Program ï ñConsultant Informationò Web site . 

 

5-6.0 CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION  
 

The LPA is responsible for cost effective administration of their consultant contracts.  Administration activities include Notice to 

Proceed (NTP), invoice review, addressing non-performance, filing for federal reimbursement and record retention. 

 

5-6.01 Notice to Proceed 
 

The LPA may only issue a NTP for services to their consultant after receiving NTP from INDOT.  The LPA-Consulting 

Contract must also be executed by both parties and INDOT must have a copy of the executed contract. 

 

 

 

 

 

5-6.02 Invoice Review 
 

Invoices are to be reviewed for accuracy and approved by the ERC before payment.  The ERC shall verify that the charges are 

consistent with the contract and not beyond the current level of project completion.  The extent of review required is dependent 

upon the contract compensation method.  LPA Invoice-Voucher instructions are outlined in Appendix B of this Document 

for reference.   INDOT also has established invoice review guidelines in Chapter 4 of the INDOT Professional Services 

Contract Admi nistration Manual .  

 

5-6.03 Non-Performance 
 

The LPA shall respond to consultant performance issues promptly.  INDOT has established guidance for handling non-

performance issues in the INDOT Professional Services Contract Administration Manual.   

 

5-7.0 ERRORS AND OMISSIONS (E&O) 
 

INDOT expects consultants to deliver technical accuracy and quality work; however, project E&O may occur.  Some E&O may be 

within an acceptable level of care while others are not. Depending on their significance, E&O may result in increased design, 

construction, and maintenance costs.  INDOT has a defined procedure for addressing E&O in the INDOT Professional Services 

Contract Administration Manual .   

 

Contracts received without the signed checklist or with signature for execution will be returned to the LPA for re-

submittal following the process as described above. 

Expenses incurred prior to receiving NTP from INDOT will not be reimbursable with federal funds. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/


E&O on LPA projects shall be handled following the same procedure, with the ERC responsible for the role of Project Manager.  

When an E&O is suspected, the ERC will need to coordinate with the District Program Director for assistance with this process. 

 

5-8.0 CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION (CI)  
 

CI is required on all federal-aid projects in accordance with 23 CFR 172 and 635.105.  

 

The RFP for CI must be advertised separately from the PE and R/W phases.  The RFP for CI must be advertised on the INDOT 

Web site at least 6 months prior to the Ready for Contracts (RFC) date. 

 

It is the responsibility of the LPA to conduct consultant selection for Construction Inspection Services. 

 

Prior to the RFC date, the LPA must perform the following: 

 

¶ Score the LOI from the RFP. 

¶ Submit the consultant selection information to the district for certification and receive approval of consultant selection 

from INDOT. 

¶ Submit the draft LPA-Consulting Contract and supporting documentation to the district for review. 

¶ Submit a copy of the executed LPA-Consulting Contract to the INDOT District. 

¶ Submit an Engineerôs Assignment letter for CI work to the District Project Manager to have the District Construction 

Engineer approve the Project Engineer/Supervisor (PEMS) prior to the scheduled letting date. 

 

Costs for Construction Inspection are authorized through the FMIS for Construction based on the engineerôs estimate of 

construction costs prior to the construction contract advertisement. 

 

When the bids have been opened, the INDOT District will request a portion of the CI funds through FMIS, and a Purchase Order 

(PO) is opened.  Once the bid has been deemed official, the non-participating items have been deducted from the Contract and the 

Localôs match has been calculated, INDOT Finance will adjust the PO accordingly.  The district will issue NTP, and work may 

begin after NTP is received.  

 

5-8.01 Consultant Requirements 
 

A consultant shall be both prequalified for construction inspection and have assigned a certified Project Engineer/Supervisor 

(PEMS) to the project. 

 

A letter with the qualifications of the PEMS to be assigned to the project shall be submitted to the District Local Program 

Director prior to the RFC date.  If the PEMS assigned does not meet the requirements outlined in Chapter 13 of the Consultant 

Prequalification Manual , the District Construction Director will communicate that information to the LPA and Consultant. 

 

Any changes to the PEMS assigned to the project shall be sent to the District Construction Director before the change is made.  

Any exceptions to this requirement must be approved by the District Construction Director. 

 

See Chapter Twelve of this Guidance Document for information concerning the qualifications of the PEMS and the 

requirements for the Certified Technician and Qualified Technician Programs. 

 

5-8.02 Reimbursement for Construction Inspection    
 

Once the NTP has been issued for CI and the FMIS adjustment has been completed, a PO will be issued. The LPA will then 

submit a Voucher for reimbursement of the appropriate portion of funds.   

 

5-9.0  CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical Elements are listed below but are not limited to the following. 

 

¶ The DBE goal must be requested from the Economic Opportunity Division. 

¶ The advertised RFP includes the correct project elements. 

¶ Prequalified consultant and/or team. 

¶ Proper scoring and ranking of the LOI with signature of ERC on the LPA Selection Review Checklist. 

¶ The boilerplate LPA-Consulting Contract was utilized from INDOTôs Web site. 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/programadmin/23cfr172.cfm
https://www.govregs.com/regulations/expand/title23_chapterI_part635_subpartA_section635.105
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/consultants-prequalification/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/consultants-prequalification/
https://www.in.gov/indot/current-programs/certified-technician-program/


 

5-10.0   FATAL FLAWS 
 

Fatal flaws in Chapter Five include: 

 

¶ The consultant selection procedure was not properly followed. 

¶ The boilerplate LPA-Consulting Contract from INDOTôs Web site was not used. 

¶ The work was performed prior to INDOT issuance of the NTP. 

¶ The LPA does not have a certified ERC or the ERCôs certification has expired. 

 

5-11.0    REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERI AL 

 
Links 

 

INDOTôs  Local Public Agency Program ï ñConsultant Informationò Web site   

 

Consultant Prequalification Information    

 

Federal Highway Administration Web Site 

 

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) and Title VI Resources 

 

Forms 

On-line DBE Goal Request Form  

 

LPA Selection Review Checklist  

 

LPA Consulting Boilerplate Contract 

 

    Legal References 
 

Administration of Architectural and Engineering (A&E) contracts - 23 CFR 172  

 

Procurement of AE services based on Qualification Based Selection (QBS)- Title 40 USC, Chapter 11, Section 1104 (b) 

 

Contract administration in accordance approved written procedures - 23 CFR 172 

 

Audits and Costs - 48 CFR Part 31   

 

Participation by Disadvantaged Business Enterprises - 49 CFR Part 26    

 

Construction Inspection Determination  

 

Administration of Engineering and Design Related Service Contracts - 23 CFR 172 

 

Supervising Agency - 23 CFR 635.105 

  

Construction Monitoring (Inspection) Federal-Aid Policy Guide - FAPG G 6042.8.5-7 

 

5-12.0 IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  
 

½ District Program Director   

½ District Project Manager 

½ Director of INDOTôs Economic Opportunity Division 

 

 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/consultants/consultants-prequalification/
https://highways.dot.gov/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/economic-opportunity/economic-opportunity-division/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/local-public-agency-programs/
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-05-22/pdf/2015-12024.pdf
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title40/subtitle1/chapter11&edition=prelim
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-05-22/pdf/2015-12024.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=f0495564c1e344df0040aa3722d131c1&node=48:1.0.1.5.30&rgn=div5
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9269bac48fef8e4c2315c757b8d660e8&node=49:1.0.1.1.20&rgn=div5
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2015-05-22/pdf/2015-12024.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div8&node=23:1.0.1.7.23.1.1.5
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/projects.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaid/projects.cfm


CHAPTER SIX:   ENVIRONMENTAL  PROCESS 
 

 
The environmental process is required to study various aspects of social, economic, and natural resource environments and to meet 

compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for local projects. 

 

The NEPA Environmental documentation is essential for meeting the needs of the public by: 

 

¶ Providing for complete disclosure and transparency and the opportunity for stakeholder input and comments on proposals, 

alternatives, and environmental impacts. 

 

¶ Promoting informed decision making by government officials by providing appropriate information regarding compliance 

with standards for federally funded transportation projects. 

 

¶ Ensuring compliance required by environmental laws. 

 

The environmental process for local projects follows the same process as state projects.   

 

The following sections list the Critical Elements, Fatal Flaws, References to Guidance Material (with links) and Identification of 

Resource People (with links) to aid you in the preparation of the NEPA document. 

 

6-1.0 CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Some critical elements necessary for successful completion of a NEPA document include but are not limited to: 

 

¶ The consultant maintains certification in appropriate environmental prequalification categories. 

¶ Adequate information is contained in the early coordination packet. 

¶ Planning adequate time for cultural resources investigations and coordination (Section 106). 

¶ Proper resolution of Section 4(f) or Section 6(f) impacts (if required). 

¶ Planning adequate time for noise and air analyses (if required). 

¶ Preparing Wetland delineations and Waters Reports (if required). 

 

6-2.0 FATAL FLAWS  
 

In the environmental process the focus on fatal flaws is primarily centered on NEPA requirements however this focus does not 

exclude other types of fatal flaws.  Some of the most common may include the following: 

 

¶ The project is not included in the appropriate Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) if applicable, and the Statewide 

Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 

¶ The permits are not obtained in a timely manner. 

¶ The Right-of-Way (R/W) covered by the environmental document being less than that indicated by the design plans. 

¶ An increase in impacts after the environmental document is approved. 

¶ Determining the need for mitigation too late in the environmental process. 

 

6-3.0 REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL  
 

Links 
 

Procedural Manual for Preparing Environmental Documents 

 

INDOT Categorical Exclusion Manual 

 

INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ï CULTURAL RESOURCES MANUAL ï Chapter 3 

 

INDOT Project Development Public Involvement Procedures Manual 

 

Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeologyôs (DHPAôs) Qualified Professional Roster 

 

http://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm
http://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm
http://www.in.gov/indot/crm/
https://www.in.gov/indot/4103.htm
http://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/3675.htm


INDOT Public Involvement Web page 

 

Clean Water Act 

 

Waterway Permit Manual 

 

Federal Highway Administrationôs Section 4(f) Web site 

 

INDOTôs Traffic Noise Analysis Procedure 

 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Section 106 regulations   

 

Indiana Historic Bridge Minor Projects Programmatic Agreement 

 

Indiana Historic Bridge Inventory  

 

6-4.0 IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  
 

District Environmental Section 

 

Environmental Services Division 

 

United States Fish and Wildlife Services (USFWS) 

 

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

 

 Persons who should receive copies of communications regarding environmental matters include the: 

 

¶ Designated Employee in Responsible Charge 

¶ District INDOT Project Manager 

¶ District Environmental Manager 

¶ MPO (if project is within an MPO area) 

 

CHAPTER SEVEN:   PLAN PREPARATION  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 

AASHTO ï American Association of State   IAC ï Indiana Administrative Code 

            Highway Transportation Officials    IDM ï Indiana Design Manual 
 ADA ï Americans with Disabilities Act    INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation 

AE ï District Construction Area Engineer   LCCA ï Life Cycle Cost Analysis 

 BRFPS ï Bridge Final Plans Submission   LPA ï Local Public Agency 
CPD ï Contract Preparation Document   P.E. ï Professional Engineer 

ERC ï Employee in Responsible Charge   PS&E ï Plan Specifications and Estimates 

ERMS ï Electronic Records Management System  RFC ï Ready for Contracts 
FHWA ï Federal Highway Administration       

 

7-1.0 CHAPTER SEVEN OVERVIEW  
 

This chapter establishes the plan development process for federal-aid Local Public Agency (LPA) projects.  

 

Completing the plan development process in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and regulations is required to use 

federal funds for any phase of a federal-aid project. 

 

The Indiana Design Manual (IDM), Indiana Manual of Uniform Traffic Devices (MUTCD), Design Memos, Geotechnical Manuals, 

Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) design standards and specifications, Low Volume guide, or the American Association 

of State Highway Transportation Officials (AASHTO) requirements have precedence over this Guidance Document. 

 

 

http://www.in.gov/indot/2366.htm
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-water-act
https://www.in.gov/indot/2522.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/2522.htm
http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/4f/index.asp
https://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/2523.htm
https://www.achp.gov/protecting-historic-properties
https://www.in.gov/indot/2521.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/2521.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/2530.htm
https://www.fws.gov/
https://www.in.gov/dnr/historic/


7-2.0 PLAN DEVELOPMENT  
 

 

 

The LPA and the Designer are responsible for the preparation of all plan sheets, design computations, quantity computations, contract 

documents, cost estimates, and other pertinent project documentation necessary to certify the LPA project is ready to go to 

construction.  

 

The process of plan development for a federal-aid project begins at the inception of the project.   

 

Plan development activities are intertwined with all the other project development activities including preparation of the 

environmental document and permitting, utility and railroad coordination, and land acquisition.   

 

The plan development process is intended to be performed concurrently with the other project development activities.  

 

INDOT will review all project plans at the Stage 3 Review Submission or as described below for bridge rehabilitation projects.  Stage 

3 Review is submitted at 90% level of completion and a minimum of 152 days prior to the scheduled Ready for Contracts 

(RFC) date.  However, the LPA may also request an INDOT review at Stage 1 and/or Stage 2 by submitting plans to the District 

Electronic Records Management System (ERMS) Coordinator and requesting a review.  

 

If the project involves utility relocation, appropriate time must be given to the Utility to develop their work plans per 105 IAC 13.  The 

Stage 3 submittal date may be adjusted to coincide with the development time provided to the Utility in 105 IAC 13, which will allow 

for the utility work plans to be complete and included with the Final Tracings submittal.  Final Tracings submittals that do not include 

the Utility Work Plans or the Utility Certification will be considered ñUnsatisfactoryò for the purposes of rating the Consultantôs 

performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge rehabilitation projects must follow the development process outlined in IDM Chapter 14, 14-2.05 Bridge Plans, Rehabilitation 

Project.  LPA projects will not require Preliminary Plan Review.  If the project has an ADA component, a preliminary plan review is 

recommended.  The LPA may also request an INDOT review of Preliminary Plans as described above for Stage 3 Review.  Submittal 

of Bridge Final Plans Submission (BRFPS) shall be submitted in place of Stage 3 Submittal in accordance with INDOTôs Letting 

Preparation Schedule or sooner.  All items required for Stage 3 Review not specified in IDM 14-2.05(4) shall be provided with BRFPS. 

7-2.01  Adherence to Design Criteria 
 

Each project will be designed for project intent.  The Designer should use a design up philosophy, i.e., design for project intent 

then design exception out appropriate elements as necessary.  Other elements should only be considered if crash history or 

future development need to be addressed.  The designer then may use the IDM, AASHTO Green Book, AASHTO Low Volume 

Guide or any other publication that may be appropriate.  The design should check with INDOT for concurrence prior to using 

other publications.  Documentation is required. 

Submittals will be reviewed by the appropriate staff at both the District and Central Office for the design requirements.  ñOpen 

Roadsò ideas should be presented to the District INDOT Project Manager and the INDOT Design Reviewer, with the pros and 

cons identified, before incorporating them into the submittal.  

While all LPA projects shall be developed according to the selected document, when a project cannot meet Level 1 or Level 2 

Design criteria as described in IDM Chapter 302 (Chapter 40-8.02), a request for a Design exception will be necessary.  

Design exception requests should be submitted for review as soon as possible. 

 

 A determination of technical infeasibility in accordance with 40-8-04 is required for any Design Exceptions for ADA 

requirements. 

 

7-2.01 (1) Level 1 Design Criteria 

Level 1 Design Criteria are those design elements that have been deemed most critical for safety and serviceability.  A 

complete list of all Level 1 Design Criteria can be found in the IDM Chapter 302 (Chapter 40-8.02).  The formal 

To learn more about the LPA Certification Program and the ability to bypass INDOT review for those LPAs who 

become certified, visit our LPA Programs website, and choose LPA Certification Program for information. 

A Stage 1 submission is recommended if there is a Level One design exception or if the project involves an 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) component. 

https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf


documentation and approval process for a design exception or waiver is described in Chapter 302 (Chapter 40-8.04).  

These guidelines must be followed anytime these criteria are not satisfied. 

The LPA and their consultant have the option to submit project designs to INDOT for technical review throughout the 

project development process.  INDOT encourages Stage 1 submittals for all complex projects; waiting until Stage 3 may 

risk revisions that could jeopardize the letting date.  Every effort will be made to complete these reviews within 30 days. 

 

The need for design exceptions must be identified as early as possible in the project development.  

 

Each design element that does not satisfy the Level 1 Design Criteria will require a formal written exception request and 

approval signed by INDOT.  To request a formal Level 1 Design Exception all necessary documentation will be submitted 

in accordance with Chapter 302 (Chapter 40-8.04) of the IDM including the following:   

 

¶ All projects requiring a Level 1 Design Exception must submit the Design Exception Request Form and a Stage 

1 Review Submittal via the ERMS to the District Local Project Engineer for review and approval as defined in 

IDM Chapter 103 (Chapter 14). 

 

¶ The submission requires that all plans and design calculations be prepared for the Stage 1 level of completion 

(approximately 30% project design completion) in accordance with IDM Chapter 103 (Chapter 14). 

 

¶ The Stage 1 Review Submission will be reviewed and approved by the District for Level 1 conformance in 

accordance with the Stage 1 Review Checklist.  It will then be forwarded to the INDOT Highway Design and 

Technical Support Division or the Bridges Division as appropriate for final concurrence and signature. 

 

¶ If additional information is required for the Stage 1 Plans Submission, the District ERMS Coordinator will notify 

the LPA.   Comments will be summarized and returned to the LPA and their Designer as soon as possible. 

For more information concerning the process for identifying, justifying and processing exceptions to the geometric design 

criteria, see Chapter 302 (Chapter 40-8.03) of the IDM.  

 

7-2.01 (2) Level 2 and Level 3 Design Criteria 
 

Level 2 Design Criteria are also design elements deemed to be important indicators of safety and serviceability but are not 

considered as critical as the Level 1 criteria.   A complete list of all Level 2 Design Criteria can be found in the IDM 

Chapter 302 (Chapter 40-8.02(01).   

 

If a Level 2 criterion is not satisfied, the Designer will document in the project file the specific criterion that has not been 

satisfied and provide a brief rationale for why it was not satisfied.   The rationale shall be signed by the highest elected 

official of the LPA who has jurisdiction of the road or project and shall be included with the Stage 3 Review submittal.  

For more information on this process, please refer to IDM Chapter 302 (Chapter 40).   

 

Level 3 Design Criteria includes the design criteria not listed in Level 1 or 2.  If a Level 3 criterion is not satisfied, the 

Designer will document in the project file via ERMS the specific criterion that has not been satisfied.  The Designer shall 

inform the Local Public Agency Employee in Responsible Charge (LPA ERC) of the Level 3 criterion not satisfied. 

 

7-3.0 FIELD SURVEY  
 

Most LPA projects require a Field Survey or a Field investigation.   

Chapter 103 (Chapter 14-3-0) of the IDM discuss general survey drafting standards and how to incorporate the survey data into the 

construction plans. 

Additional resources for the LPA and the Designer may include an initial site investigation and if the property has an existing facility, 

the as-built plans or the final design plans may be an important resource.    

 

Aerial and Ground Survey information is also available in Chapter 106 (Chapters 22-26) of the IDM.  Questions regarding the Field 

Survey should be directed to the designated District INDOT Project Manager. 

 

https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://secure.in.gov/indot/2731.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%203/Chapter%2040%20-%20Basic%20Design%20Controls.pdf


7-4.0 HYDRAULIC DESIGN APPROVAL  
 

Hydraulic Design is completed very early in the project design process, approximately 5% ï 10% completion and prior to the Stage 1 

Review Submission. Hydraulic Design shall be prepared in accordance with the IDM Chapters 201-205.  

 

Review Design Memorandum No. 18-12 to determine if the project is required to be reviewed by INDOT Hydraulics.  If INDOT 

Hydraulics review and approval is required, submit using the Hydraulics Request Application (HRA).  Directions for registering for and 

using the HRA can be found on the INDOT Hydraulics website here.   

 

For additional information on guidelines and requirements for project Hydraulics, please see IDM Chapters 201-205 and the INDOT 

Hydraulics website. 

 

7-5.0 FIELD CHECKS  

Field checks provide opportunity for involved parties to review design plans, ensure all railroad, utility and right-of-way issues are 

addressed, and help prevent unnecessary change orders during the construction phase.  

All projects will have a Preliminary Field Check.  Some projects will also have a final field check.  Many factors determine whether a 

final field check is required, such as the need for additional clarification, the amount of time between the preliminary field check and 

completion of the project development stage and the complexity of the project.  The LPA and the Designer should clarify with the 

District INDOT Project Manager the type of field checks required for each project. 

The preliminary field check occurs after the Stage 1 but before the Stage 2 submission. This may not apply to Bridge Rehab projects 

where the field check would typically be held prior to Stage 1; reference Chapter 14. 

The Designer is responsible for preparing and distributing plans and notifying all relevant parties of the pending field check.  The 

distribution list can be found in IDM figure 14-1B.  

To ensure all required parties are notified please contact your designated District INDOT Project Manager for a District specific Field 

Check Distribution List. 

For more information on field checks, including scheduling, notification, plan distribution and generating the Field Check report, see 

Chapter 103 (Chapter 14-1.02(03). 

 

7-6.0 GEOTECHNICAL INVESTIGATION APPROVAL  

Per IDM Chapter 107-3.0, the designer of an LPA project will submit the draft Geotechnical Report to the Office of Geotechnical 

Services via ERMS for approval.  Notify the District Coordinator, Office of Geotechnical Services, and designated District INDOT 

Project Manager, via email, that the submission has been made.  

The Designer should refer to IDM Chapter 107 to determine if the project will need a geotechnical investigation.  If a geotechnical 

investigation is not needed or if it is difficult for the designer to make a judgment, the designer shall contact the INDOT Office of 

Geotechnical Services for clarification.  The question should be directed to the Office of Geotechnical Services when the Stage 1 plan 

is ready.  If a project is qualified for a soil waiver, the designer shall make a formal request to the Office of Geotechnical Services with 

proper documentation as described under Section 107 of the IDM for approval. 

The Designer is responsible for the preparation of a complete Geotechnical Investigation and report in accordance with INDOT 

guidelines. The purpose of the Geotechnical Investigation is to evaluate the subsurface conditions to provide recommendations to design 

and construct the project. This typically occurs after the preliminary field check. 

The geotechnical consultant is not required to submit the investigation plan to the Office of Geotechnical Services for review and 

approval at each step of the investigation but is strongly encouraged to do so. 

The Geotechnical Report will be submitted for approval at approximately 30% through project design completion (or directly after the 

timing of the Stage 1 Review Submission), and never later than 50% through design completion.  

The report or approved waiver signed by the Office of Geotechnical Services must also be submitted with the Stage 3 Review 

Submission. 

For more information see the Geotechnical Manual and Guidelines Web page and the IDM - Geotechnical Waiver (Figure 107.1A). 

https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/IDM.htm
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/standards/memos/2018/18-12%20ta%20LPA%20Hydraulics%20Process.pdf
https://hra.indot.in.gov/Dashboard
https://www.in.gov/indot/engineering/files/Hydraulics-Request-Application-and-How-To-Use-It.pptx
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/IDM.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/engineering/hydraulic-engineering/
https://www.in.gov/indot/engineering/hydraulic-engineering/
https://www.in.gov/indot/engineering/geotechnical-engineering-division/
https://www.in.gov/indot/engineering/geotechnical-engineering-division/


7-7.0    PAVEMENT DESIGN  
 

The Project Designer is responsible for pavement design.  Section 601-5.02 of the Indiana Design Manual gives guidance on what 

projects need to be submitted to INDOT for review. 

 

7-7.01 Design Criteria 
 

Pavement designs shall be prepared in accordance with Part 6 of the IDM.  Pavement designs shall follow sound pavement 

engineering principles and concepts. Designs shall clearly identify:  

 

¶ Anticipated pavement life and type. 

¶ Extent and severity of failure mechanisms at the end of the pavementôs life. 

¶ Approximate the cost/lane-mile year of life implied by the pavement design and pavement work delineated. 

¶ A pavement treatment and cost must be identified during early stages of development of an LPA project.  A 

preliminary pavement design may be required without the available data like cores, FWD and soils information.  The 

need for testing (cores, FWD, soils information) should be identified and be requested well in advance. 

¶ The pavement design shall be designed by a Professional Engineer (P.E.) and checked by a second P.E. both competent 

in pavement design.  The Pavement Designer shall affix his or her PE stamp to the design. 

 

7-7.02 Pavement Design Submission 
 

If a submittal for review is required, the pavement design submission shall occur after the pavement and geotechnical 

investigation is complete.  This submission shall be submitted in time that all necessary corrections and approvals can be made 

prior to any necessary project plan submittals. 

The Pavement Design Submission accompanied by the appropriate supporting data and information shall be submitted through 

ERMS. 

At the time of submission, the Designer shall copy the District Asset Engineer, the designated District INDOT Project Manager, 

the Pavement Engineering Office, and the ERC to ensure an effective line of communication.  

 Because the Pavement Engineering Office does not receive notice of plans when they are submitted into ERMS, it is 

critical that you copy the ERC, the Pavement Engineering Office, the designated District INDOT Project Manager, 

the INDOT District Asset Engineer and the District ERMS Coordinator at the time you submit your pavement design. 

 

7-7.03 Pavement Design Review 
 

INDOT does not approve of pavement design submittals but reviews them for compliance to the IDM Part 6 requirements and 

adherence to technically sound pavement design practices. If the pavement design does not meet IDM Part 6 requirements, 

INDOT will notify the Designer and will provide suggestions or guidance in the issues that must be resolved.  Once the 

pavement design has been reviewed and determined in compliance with IDM Part 6, a pavement design acceptance letter will 

be sent to the LPA Project Designer.  

 

The Pavement Design provided will have a validity of no more than 2 years.  If the pavement design acceptance letter is over 

2 years old, the LPA Pavement Design Engineer will need to review and revise accordingly.  In addition, any project changes 

prior to construction, including but not limited to scope, pavement treatment, geometry, paving locations must be sent to the 

Pavement Engineer who stamped the pavement design.  The Pavement Engineer is the only competent authority to authorize a 

change with review from INDOT Pavement Division. 

 

Include the letter of Pavement Design Acceptance Letter with Final Tracings Submission. 

 

7-8.0 PROPRIETARY MATERIAL  
 

Proprietary materials are a result of proprietary (brand or manufacturer specific) specifications. There are limited circumstances where 

proprietary materials are needed.  Guidance on the use of proprietary materials including acceptable use and the approval process is 

detailed in the IDM Chapter 108, (Chapter 17-1.05). 

All proprietary materials require approval regardless of whether the work is participating or non-participating.  Ensure the request for 

use of Proprietary Materials is submitted by Stage 2 level of development.  Incorporation of non-approved proprietary materials may 

https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/IDM.htm
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/IDM.htm
http://whttp/www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms/index.html
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/IDM.htm


result in repayment of partial or all project federal-aid funds by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).  If FHWA finds non-

approved proprietary materials during a later review or audit, the LPA will be required to refund the federal dollars paid for this expense. 

Federal funds cannot be used to pay for proprietary materials unless given prior approval. 

 

7-9.0 UNIQUE PAY ITEM AND UNIQUE SPECIAL PROVISIONS  
 

Unique Pay Items and Unique Special Provisions must be submitted to INDOT for approval prior to the Stage 3 Submission.  These 

items will be submitted to the District INDOT Project Manager who will manage all distribution of appropriate material.  Unique special 

provisions regarding liquidated damages must be approved by the District Construction Area Engineer (AE). 

The District INDOT Project Manager will return the documentation for unique pay items and unique special provisions to the LPA and 

the Designer for use on the project once approved by INDOT.  

7-9.01 Non-Participating Pay Items (often called Z-Items) 

A non-participating pay item is any pay item that cannot use federal-aid on an otherwise federally funded project.   Any non-

participating item will be documented and paid 100% by local funds.  

Non-participating items must be documented on the project cost estimate by adding a supplemental description to the item 

description line.  Non-participating items are paid with 100% local funds.  For a better explanation of non-participating items, 

please see Construction Memorandum 12-03.    

 

7-10.0   STAGE 3 SUBMISSION 
 

The Stage 3 Submission is the point where INDOT provides a thorough review of the entire set of plans and supporting documentation.  

Section 1 of the FHWA-Indiana PS&E Checklist is completed by the INDOT Plan Reviewer at this stage. 

 

The Designer is responsible for preparing the Stage 3 Submission for INDOT.  Plans and design calculations will be prepared to a final 

plan level of completion (90% project design completion level) in accordance with IDM Chapter 103 (Chapter 14).  For a complete 

list of documentation required, the Designer should reference IDM Chapter 14.  

 

For projects that require only the Stage 3 Submission (if not previously submitted), all previous documentation required for Stage 1 and 

Stage 2 must be included in this submittal.  Any Stage 3 Submission received by INDOT before the Pavement Design Acceptance Letter 

has been sent to the LPA and their Designer will be rejected.  The Stage 3 Submission may be resubmitted once the pavement design 

review process has been completed. 

 

The Designer will electronically transmit the Stage 3 Submission through ERMS and notify the District ERMS Coordinator at least 152 

days prior to the RFC date.  The ERC shall be copied on the notification.  

 

The Stage 3 Submission will be reviewed by INDOT for Level 1 and Level 2 Design Criteria, Permits, Geotechnical, Pavement, and 

Hydraulics approval letters, Maintenance of Traffic, and other items as indicated in the IDM for conformance and for fatal flaws.   

 

INDOT will review the Stage 3 Submission within 1 month of receipt and will forward the results of the review to the Designer and 

notify the LPA.  

 

 Not having all or the proper Environmental Permits and Right-of-Way permits will halt the project development 

process at the Stage 3 Review Submission. 

Technical assistance may be requested at any time from the INDOT Central Office as needed.  

If a technical assistance review has been completed prior to the Stage 3 Submission, INDOT will determine the level of additional 

review required.  However, the design plans and the pavement design must reflect no changes in scope have taken place. 

All Stage 3 Submissions will be signed and dated by the INDOT reviewer to show the required reviews were completed. 

 

 

http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/conmemo/12-03.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf


7-11.0   FINAL TRACINGS SUBMISSION  
 

 

 

 

 

The Final Tracings Submission will be accomplished after the Stage 3 Submission has been reviewed and no fatal flaws have been 

found. The Final Tracings Submission shall be submitted at least 30 days prior to the RFC date.  

 

 In accordance with Design Memorandum 15-08, the title sheet for an LPA set of plans submitted with the Final Tracings 

Submission must include the following signatures: 

 

¶ The LPAôs board or administrative body.  The minimum number of signatures is that which represents a quorum.  The 

LPAôs fiduciary representative may sign in lieu of the board members or administrative body. 

¶ The LPAôs ERC.  

¶ The personôs name and title should be printed below the signature.  The respective signatures must be obtained prior 

to the Final Tracings submittal.  Questions should be directed to the appropriate INDOT LPA Project Manager. 

The Final Tracings Submission includes but is not limited to:  Environmental Document approval, Final Plans, Specifications, Estimate, 

Final Tracing Approval letter, Right-of-Way Certification, Permits, and the Contract-Preparation Documents (CPD) in the IDM Chapter 

103 (Chapter 14 Figure 14-C).  

The Designer should reference the Final Tracings Checklist, which can also be found on the Design Manual Editable documents Web 

site at https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms/index.html  

for a complete listing of all documentation required for the Final Tracings Submission. 

The Final Tracings Submission will be submitted to the District ERMS Coordinator where it will be reviewed prior to transmitting the 

Final Tracings Submittal to the Contract Administration Office.  The Designer will copy the LPA in the transmission as part of the 

District Final Tracings Package Review; the entire submission is reviewed for conformity and compliance to reduce questions during 

the bidding process.  

The District INDOT Project Manager provides the plans, specifications and estimate to the Area Engineer to complete the ñtime setò 

portion of the CPD.  After this section is complete, the District Project Manager will send the CPD back to the Consultant so it can be 

uploaded into ERMS.  If the LPA or their Consultant would like to discuss the construction time set before it is set, they should work 

with the District INDOT Project Manager to schedule a meeting with the District Construction AE. 

All other project elements will be reviewed for validation of compliance, primarily focusing on verifying that all required documents, 

development certifications, approvals and permits as depicted on the project development process certification checklist have been 

obtained and are in order before authorizing federal money expenditure. 

If additional information is required, the District ERMS Coordinator will notify the LPA. 

No project will receive federal funding until all critical element errors and fatal flaws are corrected. 

 

7-11.0 (1) FHWAïIndiana PS&E Checklist 
 

The FHWA -Indiana Plans, Specification & Estimates (PS&E) Checklist was added as a required document to the Final 

Tracings Checklist effective April 15, 2012.  The purpose of the FHWA-Indiana PS&E Checklist is to ensure a complete Final 

Tracings Submission and a more efficient PS&E approval process. 

 

The checklist is completed by INDOT staff and uploaded into ERMS as each section is completed, with the total completion 

of the checklist prior to RFC.  

 

While this checklist is an internal INDOT form, the LPA and/or Designer should view the FHWA-Indiana PS&E Checklist 

once it has been uploaded to ERMS to ensure all required documents have been submitted and reviewed. 

 

The checklist can be found in ERMS under the naming convention:  FT FHWA-Indiana PS&E Checklist [DesNo.] 

 

If there are any missing documents or required reviews, the PS&E will not be accepted, and the project will not go to letting. 

 

At the time of Final Tracings submission, the LPA should have completed their Consultant Selection and an executed 

LPA-Consulting CI contract should have been submitted to the District Program Director. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
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All the firms related to the FHWA-Indiana PS&E Checklist can be found at the following link on INDOTôs Web site:  

http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms/index.html.  

 

There are three sections to the FHWA-Indiana PS&E Checklist: 

 

¶ Section 1 ï Design Quality ï completed by the INDOT Plan Reviewer 

¶ Section 2 ï Project Manager Review ï completed by the INDOT Project Manager 

¶ Section 3 ï Contracts Review ï Completed by the Contract Administration Division 

 

For more information related to the PS&E, see Chapter 10-2.0 (3) of this Guidance Document.  

 

7-12.0   PLAN REVISIONS PRIOR TO LETTING  
 

Plan Revisions are the changes made to a set of plans and contract documents up to one week prior to letting. The letting date (not the 

plan signing date) controls when and how revisions can be made to the plans and contract documents.    

Plan revisions shall be handled in accordance with Chapter 103 [Section 14-1.02(04)] of the IDM. This section covers how and when 

sheets can be replaced, proper numbering for replaced sheets, and rules regarding the placement revision notes. Once the District 

Construction Engineer approves the revisions, they are sent to the Contract Administration Division for posting.  

 

7-13.0   CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical  Elements in Chapter Seven include, but are not limited, to: 

 

¶ Field Check 

¶ Geotechnical Investigation 

¶ Pavement Design 

¶ Construction Time Set 

¶ Cost Estimate 

¶ Proprietary Material approval 

¶ Design Documentation 

o Level 1 Design Exceptions approved by INDOT 

o Level 2 Design Exceptions - Signed by the Highest Elected Local Official 

¶ Bridge Hydraulics 

¶ Culvert Hydraulics 

¶ Level 1 Design Exception missed 

¶ Actions or design that compromises public safety 

¶ Actions or design that compromises property rights 

7-14.0   FATAL  FLAWS 
 

¶ The Field Check was not held in a timely manner. 

¶ The Geotechnical Report was not submitted on time or not provided to the correct persons. 

¶ Pavement Design submittal was not reviewed by correct persons. 

¶ The Proprietary Material approval was not received prior to the submission of the Final Tracings Package.  

¶ Design exception request late in project development.  No guarantees that all design exceptions are approved. 

 

7-15.0   REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERI AL  
 

Links 

Indiana Manual of Uniform Traffic Devices (MUTCD) Reference Material  

Geotechnical Manuals and Guidelines 

INDOT Approved Materials List  

INDOT Web page - Standards & Specifications, Memos, Archived Design Memos 

http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms/index.html
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/mutcd/mutcd.html
http://www.in.gov/indot/2804.htm
http://www.in.gov/indot/div/mt/appmat/appmat.htm
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/standards/memos/memos1.html


 

Practice Pointers   

 

INDOT Hydraulics website 

Forms & Checklists 
 

All forms referenced in this Chapter can be found at the following link: 

 

http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms/index.html 

 

Legal Requirements 

Oversight Roles and Functions for State and LPA (Sub-Recipients) - 23 USC 106(g)(4)  

Design Standards for Highways - 23 CFR 625  

 

Application of Design Standards, Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards, and Bridges - Supplements to 23 CFR 625 

 

Pavement Design Policy - 23 CFR 626 

Project conformity with State or Regional ITS Architecture, and based on systems engineering analysis - 23 CFR 940 

 

Transportation Management Plan - 23 CFR 630.1012 (c) and 23 CFR 630.1010 

FAA permit or Approval Date - 23 USC 318  - 23 CFR 620.103 (c) - 23 CFR 620 Subpart A 

 

Value Engineering Implementation Letter - 23 USC 106 (e) and 23 CFR 627 

 

Initial Financial Plans (IFP) - 23 USC 106 (h) 

 

7-16.0   IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  

All questions and coordination regarding the following topics should be directed to the District Project Manager. 

¶ Plan Development Process for Local Federal-Aid Projects 

¶ Level 1 Design Exceptions 

¶ Proprietary Material Justifications 

¶ Geotechnical Investigations 

¶ Contract Document Preparation 

¶ Bridge and Culvert Hydraulics 

¶ Pavement Design 

 

Questions regarding: 

¶ Contract Document Preparation ï Directed by the District INDOT Project Manager to the Contract Administration Division. 

¶ Pavement Design ï Directed to the Pavement Engineering Office. 

¶ Geotechnical Investigations ï Directed to the Office of Geotechnical Services Section of the Materials and Test Division. 

¶ Bridge and Culvert Hydraulics ï Directed to the Hydraulic Engineering Division. 

¶ Level 1 Design Exceptions and Proprietary Material Justifications that cannot be answered by the District INDOT Project 

Manager or other District Staff should be directed to Highway Design & Technical Services Division. 

 

 Communications and project submittals shall include the: 

 

¶ ERC 

¶ District INDOT Project Manager 

¶ Designer 

¶ District ERMS Coordinator 

 

 

http://www.in.gov/indot/div/pubs/HotTopics.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/engineering/hydraulic-engineering/
http://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/dmforms/index.html
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/directives/fapg/cfr0625.htm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/design/0625sup.cfm
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/pavement/cfr06261.cfm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/directives/fapg/cfr0940.htm
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div5&node=23:1.0.1.7.21#se23.1.630_11012
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div5&node=23:1.0.1.7.21#se23.1.630_11010
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/MAP21/docs/title23usc.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&rgn=div5&view=text&node=23:1.0.1.7.17&idno=23#23:1.0.1.7.17.1.1.3
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?c=ecfr&rgn=div5&view=text&node=23:1.0.1.7.17&idno=23%20-%2023:1.0.1.7.17.1.1.3#sp23.1.620.a
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div5&node=23:1.0.1.7.20
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf


CHAPTER EIGHT:   UTILITY & RAILROAD  COORDINATION  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 

FMIS ï Fiscal Management Information System 

INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation      
    

 

 

 
 

 

Roadway agencies, utility companies and railroad companies are each generally responsible for constructing, maintaining, and operating 

their own facilities. Close coordination and cooperation between each entity is required where they interact to ensure the design, 

construction, operation, and maintenance of all networks are compatible both during and after the highway improvement project is 

completed. 

 

The process of utility and railroad coordination for a federal-aid project begins at the inception of the project and continues until all 

work by utility companies is complete and/or all work near the railroad right-of-way is complete.  It is essential for utility and railroad 

coordination activities to be performed in the proper order and in the proper manner to ensure federal money is available and can be 

utilized where appropriate for a specific project.  

 

Completing Utility and Railroad Coordination in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and regulations is required to utilize 

federal-aid for utility and railroad reimbursable expenses.  If Utility and Railroad Coordination is required on a project, the coordination 

must be in accordance with the Indiana Design Manual Chapter 104 (Utility Coordination) and/or Chapter 105 (Railroad Coordination).  

 

The following sections list the Critical Elements, Fatal Flaws, References to Guidance Material (with links) and Identification of 

Resource People (with links) to aid you in the preparation of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document. 

 

8-1.0 CRITIC AL ELEMENTS  

Critical Elements in this chapter include but are not limited to: 

¶ The Railroad agreement is prepared. 

¶ The funds being authorized in the Fiscal Management Information System (FMIS). 

¶ Contacting Indiana 811 for location of utilities. 

¶ Obtaining the name, address, and contact information for each utility. 

¶ A Relocation Workplan is in place. 

¶ A Utility agreement is prepared. 

8-2.0 FATAL FLAWS  
 

¶ The Railroad agreement is not executed. 

¶ The Utility agreement is not executed. 

¶ Indiana 811 was not contacted for location of the utilities. 

¶ The funds were not authorized in FMIS. 

8-3.0  REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL  
 

Links 

 INDOT Utility and Rail Coordination Homepage 

 https://www.in.gov/indot/3784.htm 

 

 INDOT Utility Accommodation Policy  

If utility coordination is needed on a project, a firm cannot submit a Request for Proposal unless they have an Indiana 

Department of Transportation (INDOT) certified utility coordinator.  This certification began on January 1, 2014.  To 

become an INDOT certified utility coordinator, the person must successfully complete the INDOT utility coordinator 

certification program.  The INDOT certification program is a 100-question test.  A score of 75% or better on the test is 

required to successfully become certified.  More information regarding the INDOT utility coordinator certification 

program is available on the INDOT Utility and Rail Homepage. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/3784.htm


 https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/files/UAP-Final-Draft -5.29.19.pdf 

 

INDOT Utility Facility Relocations on Construction Contracts (105 IAC 13) 

  http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T01050/A00130.PDF  

 

 INDOT - Indiana Design Manual Chapter 104 Utility Coordination 

https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%201/Chapter%20104%20-%20Utility%20Coordination.pdf  

 

 INDOT - Indiana Design Manual - Chapter 105 Railroad Coordination   

https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%201/Chapter%20105%20-%20Railroad%20Coordination.pdf  

 

FHWA Web Sites 
                 

FHWA Web site ï Utilities Program 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/utilities/  

 

             FHWA Web site ï Safety 

             https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/xings/ 

 

       http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf 

 

Program Guide: Utility Relocation and Accommodation on Federal-Aid Highway Projects 

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/reports/utilguid/if03014.pdf 

 

Other Codes 
 

United States Code - The United States Codes that apply to federal-aid utilities and railroad coordination process are as 

follows: 

 

Code of Federal Regulations - The federal regulations that apply to the federal-aid utilities and railroad coordination 

process are as follows:   

 

23 CFR 645 (Utilities) 

 

8-4.0   IDENTIFICATION  OF RESOURCE PEOPLE 
 

Project specific questions regarding aspects of Utilities and Railroad coordination for local federal-aid projects are to be directed to the 

assigned consultant Utility or Railroad Coordinator. 

 

 All critical information and communications regarding Utility or Railroad Coordination should include the: 

 

¶ LPA Project ERC 

¶ Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) (if project is within an MPO area) 

 

CHAPTER NINE:   RIGHT -OF-WAY  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 
APA ï Appraisal Problem Analysis    

NEPA ï National Environmental Policy Act   LPA ï Local Public Agency 

ERC ï Employee in Responsible Charge    NTP ï Notice to Proceed 
ERMS ï Electronic Records Management System  PE ï Preliminary Engineering 

FHWA ï Federal Highway Administration   PFC ï Preliminary Field Check 

FMIS ï Fiscal Management Information System  RFC ï Ready for Contracts 
INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation  R/W ï Right-of-Way 

       

 If an ERCôs certification has lapsed prior to the Right-of-Way phase, work cannot begin, and funds cannot be 

requested until the LPA has a certified ERC. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/files/UAP-Final-Draft-5.29.19.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/files/UAP-Final-Draft-5.29.19.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/doing-business-with-indot/files/UAP-Final-Draft-5.29.19.pdf
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/T01050/A00130.PDF
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%201/Chapter%20104%20-%20Utility%20Coordination.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch104_2013.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%201/Chapter%20105%20-%20Railroad%20Coordination.pdf
https://www.in.gov/dot/div/contracts/design/Part%201/Chapter%20105%20-%20Railroad%20Coordination.pdf
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/utilities/
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/xings/
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/hsip/xings/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/legsregs/title23.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/reports/utilguid/if03014.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/reports/utilguid/if03014.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/part-645


9-1.0 CHAPTER NINE OVERVIEW  

The acquisition of property is one of the most important and complex aspects in the development of federal-aid transportation projects.  

 

Completing the land acquisition function in accordance with applicable federal and state laws and regulations is essential to use federal 

money for any aspect of a federal-aid project.  

Land Improvement and Damages (LID) is paid after R/W Services and/or acquisition are paid.  All claims will require proof of payment 

made by the Local Public Agency (LPA). 

 

Procedures and activities required in the R/W Acquisition process for LPAs are described fully in INDOTôs Real Estate Division 

Manual including:  Appraisal, Buying, Relocation, Property Management and the Indiana Department of Transportationôs (INDOTôs) 

Right-of-Way Engineering Manual.  This manual takes precedence over this Guidance Document and should be used by the LPA 

to ensure compliance to all federal and state laws, directives, and requirements.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9-2.0 LAND ACQUISITION ACTIVITIES  
 
Acquiring property on federal-aid transportation projects or programs in general is referred to as the Land Acquisition Process.  An 

entity must have the adequate rights-of-way to build, operate and maintain a facility. The following is a brief description of the 

requirements to ensure legal and adequate R/W.  

 

 

 

 

A detailed description of land acquisition procedures is available online at  

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/. 

There are two fundamental requirements that underpin the acquisition of property for federal-aid transportation projects: 

 

¶ Every person is entitled to ñJust Compensationò for his or her property rights under federal law. 

¶ The Uniform Act shall be followed during land acquisition if there is or may have federal-aid funding at a later date for any 

aspect of a project. 

Land acquisition consists of most, if not all, of the following activities. 

¶ Assurance Letter ï Before beginning land acquisition phase of a project, the LPA shall send to the LPA R/W Supervisor, written 

assurance stating it will comply with the Uniform Relocation & Real Property Acquisition Act of 1970, as amended, as well as all 

other current Indiana and federal regulations.   The letter shall be on the LPAôs letterhead and signed by the ERC.  The letter shall 

reference the des number and location of the project.  A copy of the letter shall be sent to the District INDOT Project Manager.  

The body of the letter shall state the following: 

o In compliance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, 

as amended, the following assurance is made: 

o Where federal funds are involved in any project or program which results in real property acquisition or 

displacement, the (name of LPA) will comply with said Act and Regulations. 

¶ LPA Project Scope Meeting Summary ï Assists the INDOT reviewers with scheduling and prioritizing their assignments.  The 

form identifies the R/W clear date, property owners and tenants and shall be sent to the LPA R/W Supervisor with the Assurance 

Letter. 

¶ R/W Services, Management and Relocation ï The coordination, technical direction, review, and reporting of R/W service 

activities for each parcel to be acquired.  These services include abstracting, R/W Engineering, Appraising, Buying, Relocation 

and Condemnation.  Reports shall be made monthly or as required by the District INDOT Project Manager. 

¶ Title Research ï Research of title records to establish ownership for property and other interests in the property impacted by a 

project to be acquired by the LPA. This is also often referred to as abstracting.  Abstracting for INDOT projects is defined as a 

search of the public records for a period of no less than 20-years or to the last recorded transfer by a warranty deed, whichever is 

longer.  This includes judgments, bankruptcy, divorce, easements, with miscellaneous record searches for mechanics liens, 

mortgages, or other encumbrances.  For temporary acquisitions, the research needs only to go back to the last deed of record. 

The Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) is responsible for requesting the INDOT initiate federal project 

authorization through the Fiscal Management Information System (FMIS) from the Federal Highway Administration 

(FHWA) for the R/W phase of project development.  This approval cannot and shall not be requested prior to the 

approval and certification of the Environmental Document.   

Land Acquisition will not be reimbursed if any contact with property owners is made prior to the approval of the 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document FMIS authorization for R/W Services. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/


¶ R/W Engineering ï Preparation of legal descriptions (for all interests being acquired by the LPA, including but not limited to 

fee simple, temporary rights of way and clearance of other property interests) acquired from each property owner.  

¶ R/W parcel plats are to be prepared in accordance with the R/W Engineering Manual and the Indiana Administrative Code (IAC) 

Title 865. 

¶ Scope of Work and Appraisal Problem Analysis (APA) ï The defining of the appraisal problem, appraisal scope of work, and 

establishing the appropriate valuation form type (waiver valuation, value finding, short form appraisal, etc.) to be completed.  

¶ An APA shall be completed by the projectôs review appraiser for each parcel.  The APA process provides the LPA the first 

estimate of what purchasing the R/W will cost.  If the APA is completed using owner contact, the APA preparation is considered 

R/W Services.  The APA must be accepted/signed by the LPA. 

¶ Appraising ï Establishing an Opinion of Just Compensation.  Determining the value of the acquisition (land, improvements, 

cost to cures, interests and/or damages) through appraisal or waiver valuation, as well as the review of appraisals. The appraisal, 

through an attached Statement for the Basis of Just Compensation, must be accepted/signed by the LPA. 

¶ Buying ï Presenting a written offer to purchase land or interests therein to the property owner and executing all documents 

required to transfer the necessary property rights or interests from each owner for each parcel on a project. 

¶ Relocation ï Determining and paying relocation entitlement when people, businesses, and/or personal property are displaced by 

the acquisition of property for a project. 

¶ Condemnation ï Applying a governmental agencyôs right of ñeminent domainò to acquire property for a project. This does not 

apply to voluntary acquisitions. Court documents (Order of Appropriation, Award, Agreed Finding and Judgment, etc.) shall be 

submitted for review to INDOT District before R/W Certification can be completed. 

¶ Property Management ï After the rights to a property are acquired, that property must be cared for until it is utilized for the 

project. Even after the project is constructed, there may be a remnant containing facilities that require on-going up-keep. 

¶ R/W Certification ï Before a project can go to a construction letting, the LPA and INDOT shall certify that all parcels necessary 

to construct the project have been acquired and cleared in accordance with federal and state regulations.  

The LPA R/W Supervisor will review the parcels as they are received.  The last parcel on a project must be received by the LPA 

R/W Supervisor at least 75 days before the projectôs Ready for Contracts (RFC) date for the R/W Certification to be issued prior 

to the RFC. 

 Any form documents used from INDOTôs Real Estate Division Manual must be revised to reflect the LPA rather than 

INDOT. 

¶ R/W Certification (when no new R/W is required) ï If the project to be certified requires no additional R/W for construction, 

the LPA shall submit the appropriate existing R/W documentation to the Electronic Records Management System (ERMS) and 

the LPA must submit the appropriate certification letter for the project, at least 75 days before the project RFC date. 

 

 

 

 

 

It is essential all Land Acquisition activities are performed in the proper order and in the proper manner to ensure federal money 

can be used for any aspect of a project.  

 

Links to guidance and direction regarding Land Acquisition Activities are provided in INDOTôs Real Estate Division Manual. 

 

For information regarding specific question related to asbestos, exceptions or letting with exceptions or of any other nature, please 

contact the LPA R/W Supervisor. 

 

9-3.0 LAND ACQUISITION PROCESS  
 

The process of land acquisition for a federal-aid project begins at the inception of the project.  During the project programming the need 

to purchase additional right of way for a project shall be identified and budgeted.  The budget must include the property and relocation 

benefits costs, as well as land acquisition services, such as R/W management, title work, R/W engineering, appraising, buying, and 

relocation services. 

Land acquisition responsibilities in general will be addressed in the INDOT-LPA Contract.  Also, all aspects of land acquisition services 

shall be included in the LPA-Consulting Contract. 

In general, parcels on a project can be processed concurrently and the total duration of the land acquisition process from the approval of 

the NEPA document could be less than 1 year but typically no longer than 2 years.   

The land acquisition process consists of two major parts, R/W Engineering and R/W Services. 

If all R/W documentation is not submitted to the LPA R/W Supervisor at least 75 days prior to the RFC date, the 

letting date may be delayed. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/


9-3.01 R/W Engineering 
 

R/W Engineering and Title Research can be accomplished prior to the completion of the National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) document.  The APA may also be completed so long as the property owner is not contacted.  These are the only R/W 

activities that can be included in the Preliminary Engineer (PE) contract. 

 Even with federal funds being used in the RW portion of a project.  Appraising services can start prior to the 

environmental approval if  the appraising services are paid using PE funds.  FHWA does not consider this to be owner 

contact if the appraising services are paid using PE funds.  

 

Approval of funds in the Fiscal Management Information System (FMIS) and approval of the INDOT-LPA Contract by the 

Attorney Generalôs Office is required before the LPA will receive a Notice to Proceed (NTP) from INDOT.   In addition, 

federal authorization for R/W Engineering may be included with the PE authorization.  

 

PE typically includes: 

¶ Environmental  

¶ Geotechnical 

¶ Design 

¶ Hydraulics 

¶ R/W Engineering 

o Title Search 

o Plat #1 

o R/W Plans (The LPA shall submit the Preliminary R/W Plans to ERMS before beginning the acquisition process). 

o Legal Descriptions, parcel plats and APA 

o Other Plan Development Issues 

 

9-3.02 R/W Services 
 

 R/W Services can begin only after the NEPA Document has been approved and certified by INDOT and a NTP from 

INDOT has been sent to the LPA. 

 

 All Real Estate Services can begin prior to the final environmental if  the RW is funded with only local and State funds, 

even if there are federal funds in construction.  This is considered At Risk  acquisitions; all CFR rules and regulations 

must be followed in the acquisition and relocation of a parcel to avoid jeopardizing federal funds in construction or any 

other phase of a project.   The only exception to this is that any 4F or Historical parcels cannot be acquired until final 

environmental approval.    

 

The NEPA Document is approved by INDOT, FMIS authorization for R/W services may be requested.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

R/W Services include:  

¶ APAôs - If the APA is completed with any owner contact, the APA preparation is considered R/W Services 

¶ Appraisals 

¶ Buying 

¶ R/W Management 

¶ Relocation 

¶ Compensation and land purchase issues 

 

9-3.02 (1) Letter of Owner Contact & Owners Rights Booklet 

 
The FHWA requires that a letter of owner contact be sent to the owner at first contact and a copy be retained in the project 

documentation.  At first contact, the owner shall be given the booklet ñAcquiring Real Property for Federal and Federal-

Aid Programs and Projectsò and if applicable, the FHWA Relocation booklet ñYour Rights and Benefits as a Displaced 

Person under the Federal Relocation Assistance Programò dated October 2014.   

APAs (if approved under the PE FMIS authorization) are the only part of the appraising process that can begin prior 

to NEPA approval and FMIS authorization for R/W Services, provided there is no owner contact during the APA 

preparation. 



 

These booklets provide the owner with information concerning ownerôs rights. The owner should sign the receipt of the 

booklet and this receipt should be collected and retained in the project documentation.  A copy of the letter and the booklet 

receipt shall be submitted with the completed parcel packets.  

For more specific guidance the LPA should contact the LPA R/W Supervisor. 

 

9-4.0 STEPS FOR LAND ACQUISITION  

The following is a guideline that breaks down estimated duration for each step in the land acquisition process. This guideline should be 

applied to projects of 20 parcels or less.  Larger projects may require more time to complete each step. 

Initial Property Research, Owner identification 

Duration:   Approximately 10 days  

This consists of collecting the no less than 20 years and last deed of record, whichever is longer for all parcels of property adjacent 

to the project.  This should be performed in conjunction with and included in the Topographic Survey for the project. 

Abstracting and Property Line Determination 

Duration:   Approximately 30 days 

Early in preliminary design, after the initial alignments and typical cross-sections are determined, parcels that will be affected by 

the project will be known.  Abstracts of title/title reports can then be compiled for those affected parcels.  

R/W Engineering  

Duration:   Approximately 45 days 

 

Can commence after the Preliminary Field Check (PFC) meeting and all issues addressed from the PFC and specific right-of-way 

lines are determined. 

 

Preliminary R/W Plans submitted to ERMS. 

Scope of Work and APA 

Duration:   Approximately 30 days 

Establishes the type of appraisal valuation form (waiver, value finding, short form appraisal etc.) to be completed and establishes the 

cost of the valuation services. R/W engineering must be complete for this activity to commence. 

Establishing Market Value, commonly referred to as Appraising 

Duration:   Approximately 120 days 

This step includes appraising and review appraising and can be completed after R/W engineering and APA is completed for each 

parcel.  

The approval of the NEPA document must be obtained for Land Acquisition costs to be authorized in FMIS.  No Land Acquisition 

costs, including appraising services are eligible for federal reimbursement or local match without FMIS authorization. 

 Please note that any appropriate relocation benefits must be coordinated during the appraisal process to avoid conflicting 

payments to a property owner. 

Further guidance regarding appraising can be found in INDOTôs Real Estate Division Manual. 

Buying  

Duration:   Approximately 90 days 

Can be done upon completion of appraising and review appraising on each parcel but only after the requirements of the NEPA have 

been satisfied.  

Further guidance regarding buying can be found in INDOTôs Real Estate Division Manual. 

Relocation  

Duration:   Approximately 90 days, concurrent with buying 

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
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https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/


 

Relocation should be done in conjunction with buying of each parcel. INDOT must review and approve with each relocation claim 

as submitted. 

Further guidance regarding Relocation can be found in INDOTôs Real Estate Division Manual. 

Condemnation  

Duration:   Approximately 6 months to 1 year 

 

If eminent domain proceedings are necessary, an additional six months to one year could be added to the R/W acquisition process. 

During the condemnation process, a parcel is clear for letting with the deposit of money with the Clerkôs Office; however, title is 

not conveyed until the court passes judgment. 

Right-of-Way Certification  

Duration:   Approximately 75 days 

The LPA will include the R/W Certification Letter to the LPA R/W Supervisor after all buying is complete and 75 days prior to the 

RFC date.  After all the parcels are reviewed and approved, INDOT will issue a R/W Clear Certification to the LPA.  The LPA 

shall upload as a single document, the LPA R/W Clear Certification and the INDOT R/W Clear Certification as part of this projectôs 

Final Tracings Submission. 

Reimbursement 

After payment is made to the property owner for property acquisition, the invoice-voucher forms submitted to the LPA to INDOT 

for reimbursement shall include: 

1. The property ownerôs name 

2. The property ownerôs address 

3. The amount paid for land, improvements, and damages 

4. A copy of the cancelled check 

 

9-4.01 Encroachments 

Situations may arise where the LPA may wish for an encroachment to remain in place.  This request will be considered provided 

the following conditions are satisfied and the following information provided: 

¶ Determine that it is in the public interest to remain, or the removal would post an extreme hardship on the property 

owner. 

¶ The encroachment must not impair the highway or interfere with the free and safe flow of traffic and must be located 

outside the clear zone as defined in the most recent edition of the American Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO) Roadside Design Guide. 

¶ All property owners of those allowed encroachments will be notified by the LPA that if the encroachment needs to be 

replaced, upgraded, refurbished for any reason, including an act of God, it must be relocated and installed outside of 

the right-of- way. 

¶ The encroachment does not create a safety hazard, does not create additional maintenance requirements, and does not 

restrict the current or future use of the rights of way for transportation purposes. 

¶ The encroachment is not located within the right-of-way of a State Route or NHS Route. 

 

The request to allow the encroachment to remain must come from the highest elected LPA official on LPA letterhead and 

addressed to the District INDOT Project Manager.  The request must include the following: 

¶ Explain why it is in the public interest for the encroachment to remain. 

¶ Acknowledge that if the encroachment must be removed during construction, the work will not be eligible for 

participation. 

¶ Verify the encroachment is not on State right of way. 

¶ Property owner name and address. 

¶ Stationing of the encroachment. 

¶ Plan sheet where the location of the encroachment can be identified. 

¶ Description of the encroachment. 

 

https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/


This request will be included with the R/W Clear Certification as an exception and must be approved by the District INDOT 

Project Manager and the LPA R/W Supervisor.  All encroachments need to be specifically identified and shown on the 

project plans. 

 

9-5.0   CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical Elements in Chapter Nine include but are not limited to: 

¶ Assurance Letter 

¶ Public Hearing Certification [23 CFR 710.305] 

¶ Environmental Approval [23 CFR 635.309.d] 

¶ FMIS Authorization  

¶ Completed Parcel Packet for all parcels 

¶ R/W Clear Certification Letter signed by an LPA official 

 

9-6.0 FATAL FLAWS  
 

The definition of a Fatal Flaw includes any problem with a critical element that has not been or cannot be resolved.   Fatal flaws 

also include violations of any state or federal law, and any action that compromises safety or the rights of property owners.  Fatal 

flaws may be identified at any stage of the project development process.  

Once a fatal flaw has been identified it shall stop all affected project activity until the fatal flaw is resolved.  Unresolved fatal flaws 

can negatively impact the project schedule, funding, and the project budget. They may also impact project scope. Unresolved fatal 

flaws will  prevent the project from proceeding to the next stage including advertisement and letting.  

In Land Acquisition, the focus on fatal flaws is primarily centered on ensuring all activities protect the rights of property owners as 

set forth by the Uniform Act.  However, this focus does not exclude other types of fatal flaws. 

While it is impossible to list all possible fatal flaws the following list provides a sample of possible fatal flaws related to land 

acquisition.  

¶ Coercion of property owners to donate or forego required procedures/receive full payment 

¶ Quid pro quo 

¶ Letting with Exception without the approval required from the District INDOT Project Manager and LPA R/W Supervisor. 

¶ The property owners not properly informed of acquisition procedures. 

¶ Incorrect R/W Engineering. 

¶ Incorrect method of establishing just compensation (Appraising). 

¶ Conducting appraisals and making offers before Public Hearing Certification completed. 

¶ Offers made (Buying) before environmental approval. 

¶ Relocation not approved at Central Office. 

¶ Relocation Assistance not handled properly. 

¶ False Information. 

¶ Violation of nondiscrimination and Title VI protections. 

 

9-7.0   REFERENCES TO GUIDANCE MATERIAL  

 

Links 
INDOTôs Real Estate Division Manual  

 

Real Estate webpage 

 

FHWA Web page ï Realty  

Legal Requirements 

Legal requirements for property acquisition are set out in federal and state laws and regulations, as well as local government 

ordinances. If federal money is involved in any part of a project or program, federal law and regulations must be used in 

conjunction with state and local law, regulations, and ordinances. Those acquiring property for federally funded projects must 

be familiar with the requirements of these laws.  Failure to acquire property in accordance with these laws puts any federal 

funding for a project at risk. 

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title23/23cfr710_main_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=8ad85862dd4e4280796845bde9ee7000&node=23:1.0.1.7.23.3.1.5&rgn=div8
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/resources/manuals/real-estate-manual-and-resources/
https://www.in.gov/indot/projects/real-estate/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/real_estate/


For your convenience some of the federal and state laws and regulations that apply to the federal-aid land acquisition process 

are listed below: 

US Constitution - 5th Amendment and 14th Amendment 

 

Indiana Constitution - Article 1, Section 21 

 

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended 

Domestic Security - CFR Title 6 

 

Aliens and Nationality - CFR Title 8 

 

Highways - CFR Title 23 

 

Land Acquisition for Governmental Agencies  

 

Transportation - Title 49  

 

Uniform Relocation Act & Real Property Acquisition - Title 42, Chapter 61  

 

The State of Indiana codes - IC 32-24 

 

9-8.0   IDENTIFICATION OF RESOURCE PEOPLE  

½ LPA R/W Supervisor 

 Communication regarding land acquisition should include the: 

 

¶ ERC 

¶ Designer 

¶ Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) (if project is within an MPO area) 

¶ LPA R/W Supervisor 

¶ District INDOT Project Manager 

 

CHAPTER TEN:   PREPARATION FOR LETTING  
 

 
Acronyms used in this Chapter: 

 
CI ï Construction Inspection    FMIS ï Fiscal Management Information System 

CIB ï Contract Information Book   INDOT ï Indiana Department of Transportation 

DBE ï Disadvantaged Business Enterprise   LPA ï Local Public Agency 
ERMS ï Electronic Records Management System  PS&E ï Plan Specifications and Estimate 

FHWA ï Federal Highway Administration   RFC ï Ready for Contracts  

    

10-1.0   CHAPTER TEN OVERVIEW   
 

Chapter Ten discusses the preparation for the letting process up to the advertisement.  

Preparation for letting occurs between the Ready for Contracts (RFC) date and the advertisement.  At this point, the Contract 

Administration Division will prepare the contract documents to advertise the contract for construction letting.  All these steps will be 

done in coordination and concurrence with the Local Public Agency (LPA). 

 

 

If an ERCôs certification has lapsed prior to the Letting phase, the project will not be advanced to Letting until the 

LPA has a certified ERC. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/GPO-CONAN-1992/pdf/GPO-CONAN-1992-10-6.pdf
http://www.14thamendment.us/amendment/14th_amendment.html
http://www.law.indiana.edu/uslawdocs/inconst.html
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/real_estate/uniform_act/index.cfm
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=9b4e91d8f127c8060c5f6b0cdd16f56f&mc=true&tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title06/6tab_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title08/8tab_02.tpl
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title23/23tab_02.tpl
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/real_estate/uniform_act/acquisition/real_property.cfm
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title49/49tab_02.tpl
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title42/chapter61&edition=prelim
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2018/ic/titles/001
mailto:WClift@indot.IN.gov
https://www.in.gov/indot/div/construction.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/div/construction.htm


10-2.0 PREPARATION FOR LETTING PROCESS  
 
It is the responsibility of the Contract Administration Division to prepare the project documents for letting once the Final Tracings 

Submission for a project has been submitted and the project is deemed RFC by the District Office.  

 

Once the project is deemed ready for contracts, the Contract Administration Division will prepare and advertise the Contract for letting.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Contract Administration Division will also verify that all documents are present and properly uploaded to the Electronic Records 

Management System (ERMS).  

 

10-2.0 (1) Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Goal 

The Contract Administration Division will create a DBE Interest Report.  This report is sent to the Equity Initiative Services 

(EIS), formerly known as Economic Opportunity Division (EOD), for use in setting the DBE goal (for construction) for each 

project.  

The DBE goal establishes the target percent of work that is expected to be completed by DBE subcontractors.  The DBE goal 

is part of the bid documents and requires the Contractor to specify DBE utilization plans in their submitted bid for the 

construction contract.  

Please refer to Section 11-2.05 of this Document for more information on the DBE Goal.  

10-2.0 (2) Contract Information Book (CIB) Preparation  

The preliminary CIB   is created by the Contract Administration Division using project information from the ERMS. The CIB 

contains the pay items, contract special provisions, and the contract completion date.  

¶ CIB Certification Sent to Designer/Consultant 

Approximately seven weeks prior to letting, the CIB will be forwarded to the Designer/Consultant to certify that what 

has been prepared is what they submitted at RFC.  A copy of the CIB should be forwarded by the Designer / Consultant 

to the LPAôs Employee in Responsible Charge (ERC) to review. 

 

 After receipt from the Contract Administration Division, the LPA and Designer/Consultant will have 3 business days to 

consult and return the CIB Certification Form to the contact person identified on the form, with any comments or 

corrections and/or certified draft CIB.  If no response is received, there is a risk of errors being transmitted in the CIB 

to bidders and the Designer may receive a negative evaluation score for Responsibleness by Contract Administration 

staff.   

 

The process will be certified in accordance with section Chapter 103 (Chapter 14-1.02(05) of the Indiana Design 

Manual (IDM) . Any changes that are required at this stage should be submitted as a preprint change in accordance 

with Chapter 103 (Chapter 14-1.02(06) #1 of the IDM. 

¶ CIB Certification Received from Designer/Consultant 

Once comments are received and addressed by all parties and the Designer/Consultant has certified the draft CIB, the 

Contract Administration Coordination Engineer will sign and stamp the CIB. 

10-2.0 (3) Plans, Specifications and Estimate (PS&E) 
 

The preliminary detail estimate submitted to the Contract Administration Division, submitted in the final tracings, is used to 

compile the PS&E letter to be approved by the Contract Administration Division Estimating Administrator.  The PS&E letter 

and PS&E approval is a prerequisite for receiving federal-aid.  The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) may also review 

the PS&E package. 

Letting documents are no longer physically printed.  The prepared electronic documents are released for public 

download from the INDOT letting information web page. 

https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/design_manual/files/Ch14_2013.pdf


The PS&E package includes, but is not limited to, the following information: 

¶ CIB 

¶ Cost Estimate 

¶ Specifications 

¶ Project Plans 

¶ Funding Breakdown 

¶ Contract Description 

¶ Right-of-Way (R/W) Certification 

¶ Environmental Information 

¶ Utility and Railroad Statements 

¶ Proprietary Material s Approvals 

¶ Other Project Specific Information, such as the PS&E Checklist   

 

 

 

10-2.0 (4) Request for Funds through the Fiscal Management Information System (FMIS) to FHWA 
 

For more information regarding the LPA Match, please see Chapter Eleven. 

After the Contract Administration Division Estimating Administrator approves the PS&E package, the PS&E letter is written 

by the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT).  The letter is transmitted to FHWA only if there is federal oversight on 

the project.  The request for funds for construction and construction inspection is submitted to FHWA by the Contract 

Administration Division via the Project Budgeting Office for the obligation of funds in the FMIS.  

Costs for construction inspection are authorized with the construction FMIS approval. This is an initial estimate of inspection 

costs that shall be adjusted after the construction contract is awarded. 

 Construction Inspection (CI) is initially authorized based on the construction estimate, but the cost will be adjusted 

after award not to exceed the total approved federal allocation.  

Please refer to Section 12-2.01 of this Document for more information on CI. 

For more information on the process of obligating funds through FMIS, please refer to Chapter Three. 

¶ FMIS Approval  

Once the funds are authorized in FMIS, the project is ready for advertisement.  

For information on advertisement of the contract for bids, please see Section 11-2.02 of this Document. 

10-3.0   CRITICAL ELEMENTS  
 

Critical Elements are listed below but are not limited to the following: 

 

¶ Request for Proposals advertised for consultant to provide CI. 

¶ Complete Final Tracings Package Submission Documents. 

¶ Executed LPA-Consultant Contract for CI. 

¶ DBE goal for construction provided and correct. 

¶ Certified CIB (Certified by Consultant and LPA). 

10-4.0   FATAL FLAWS  

The following list provides a sample of possible fatal flaws related to preparation for letting:  

The PS&E package cannot be approved if an LPA project includes incomplete Railroad Coordination (i.e., missing 

Railroad Agreement), missing required environmental Permits approval, or incomplete Right of Way acquisition (i.e., 

Parcels not secured). 








































































