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3-1.0 Procedures for Public Hearings 

Per Stipulations III.A.7 and III.B.5 of the Historic Bridges PA, at the end of the Section 106 
process for a bridge processed under the PA, a public hearing must be held for every Select and 
Non-Select bridge regardless of the preferred alternative.1 For example, even a project that 
proposes to rehabilitate a Select Bridge for continued vehicular use requires a hearing. 
 
The procedures presented in this chapter are not intended to be used as a substitute for public 
hearing guidance issued by the INDOT Office of Public Involvement. Public hearings held for 
historic bridges shall follow the guidance and procedures outlined in the most recent INDOT 
Public Involvement Procedures Manual. Specific guidance with regard to certain requirements 
that are needed to fulfill the stipulations of the Historic Bridges PA is found below. 
 
When marketing of the bridge is required, the public hearing cannot be advertised until a 
minimum of six (6) months of marketing has occurred. Whether marketing is required or not, 
FHWA, or INDOT on FHWA’s behalf, and SHPO must have concurred with the 800.11(e) 
documentation and associated preferred alternative and INDOT must have initialed the 
environmental document for release for public review and comment before the hearing can be 
held. 
 
The public hearing will serve as an opportunity for the public to comment on both the 
environmental document and the 800.11(e) documentation. The public hearing will also be the 
last opportunity for a responsible party to step forward and provide the necessary sureties to 
obtain ownership of a Non-Select Bridge, if continued vehicular use is not feasible and prudent, 
and the Section 4(f) alternatives analysis proposes demolition of a Non-Select Bridge. 
 
Therefore, the public hearing notice should indicate that the hearing is serving as the opportunity 
for the public to comment on both the environmental document and the 800.11(e) 
documentation. It also should indicate that the hearing is serving as the last opportunity for a 
responsible party to take ownership of a Non-Select bridge. The project documentation will be 
made available prior to and at the public hearing for public review and comment. The public 
hearing notice template should be followed closely. 
 
Per the Historic Bridges PA, the bridge owner (or their consultant) must notify consulting parties 
of the public hearing or e-mail (if available) by letter and will indicate the availability of the 
                                                            
1 Projects processed under the Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Highway Administration, the Indiana 
Department of Transportation, the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Indiana State Historic 
Preservation Officer Regarding the Implementation of the Federal Aid Highway Program in the State of Indiana 
(also known as the Minor Projects PA) do not require a public hearing.  Whether a public hearing is required for 
projects processed under the standard Section 106 process is at INDOT’s discretion based on the project specifics.  
(those projects involving border bridges, involving bridges not included in the historic bridge inventory, or involving 
a bridge owned by a county that can no longer utilize the Historic Bridges PA, for example). Further consultation 
with INDOT-CRO is required on such projects.  

https://www.in.gov/indot/files/Historic_Bridge_ProgrammaticAgreement.pdf
http://www.in.gov/indot/2366.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/files/ZZZMARCH2019INDOT%20PUBLIC%20INVOLVEMENT%20PROCEDURES%20MANUALDRAFTRC%20JG%20Edits.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/files/ZZZMARCH2019INDOT%20PUBLIC%20INVOLVEMENT%20PROCEDURES%20MANUALDRAFTRC%20JG%20Edits.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/crm/2341.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/files/Minor%20Projects%20PA%20with%20Revised%20Appendices_February%2013,%202019.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/files/Minor%20Projects%20PA%20with%20Revised%20Appendices_February%2013,%202019.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/files/Minor%20Projects%20PA%20with%20Revised%20Appendices_February%2013,%202019.pdf
https://www.in.gov/indot/files/Minor%20Projects%20PA%20with%20Revised%20Appendices_February%2013,%202019.pdf
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environmental documentation for review.  Please note that all originally invited consulting 
parties should be sent the hearing notification; not just the parties that accepted consulting 
party status.  
 
The environmental document, Section 106 documentation, and Section 4(f) alternatives analysis, 
should be made available at the public hearing for public review and comment. In addition to 
having staff present that can answer general questions about the project design, a staff person 
knowledgeable about the Historic Bridges PA procedures must be present at the public hearing to 
answer any questions related to the PA that may arise.  
 
The hearing presentation must clearly indicate that the project involves either a Select or Non-
Select Bridge and explain what that designation means. Basic information about why the bridge 
is considered historic should also be presented. The alternatives that were analyzed and how the 
preferred alternative was chosen must be explained, especially for Non-Select Bridges when 
replacement is the preferred alternative. Marketing efforts and mitigation requirements, when 
applicable, should also be explained.  Example PowerPoint slides that address these topics are 
shown below. Please contact the CRO or Public Hearings staff for more examples or with any 
questions. 
 
The public hearing to address the Historic Bridges PA requirements can be combined with any 
other needed public hearing for the project, as part of the environmental or design process, as 
long as the above conditions are met. 
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3-2.0 Slide Examples for Hearing Presentations 

Example PowerPoint slides that address how Select and Non-Select Bridges are processed under 
the Historic Bridges PA are shown below. Please note that these slides do not constitute an entire 
presentation for a historic bridge project public hearing.  These slides just generally address the 
elements of the Historic Bridges PA.  Slides pertaining to the overall project design, overall 
environmental process, and the public hearing comment process must be included as well.  
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**Whether to include 
this slide will vary by 
project.  If photo-
documentation of the 
bridge is requested by 
SHPO, please provide 
the details of the type 
& extent of the 
documentation and 
the repository for it. If 
the SHPO said 
documentation was 
not needed, this slide 
can be omitted. 

**This slide is included 
when other resources 
eligible for or listed in 
the National Register 
are located in the 
project area.  The 
resources could be 
buildings, historic 
districts, archaeology 
sites or other bridges.  
A description of what 
impacts (if any) the 
project will have on 
those resources should 
be included.   
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