
Date: November 22, 2011

Time: 8:00am-4:00pm

    

Tragedy at Sandy Hook: 
Lessons Learned for Public Safety

(choose from one of two full-day courses)

Dates:        November 6th OR  7th 2025
Time:         8:30am – 4:30pm
Location:  Carmel Fire Department Headquarters
                   210 Veterans Way
                   Carmel, IN 46032 

Registration Fee:    No Cost To Agencies (Grant Funded)

On December 14th, 2012, twenty 1st graders and six staff members at the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School in Newtown, CT were tragically killed during an Active Shooter (now 
commonly referred to as an “Active Killer” event since weapons other than firearms are 
being used). Since then, the number of Active Killer events continue to rise and the number 
of victims also gets higher and higher, as the Killers learn from each event. 

Although tactical training for Officers has also increased and numerous states now require 
annual practice of school emergency response plans, there often remains a significant gap 
of time before Public Safety arrives and the threat is located and stopped. In addition, it is 
not enough to just “stop the killing.” Coordinated efforts of Public Safety personnel are 
essential to also ”stop the dying.”  Therefore, it is critical that these valuable seconds be 
minimized, which is why Public Safety must learn how to Shave Seconds to Save Lives!©

Dan Jewiss, who was the Lead Investigator for the Sandy Hook School shooting, founded The 
RAK Academy, to share best practices for Response to Active Killers on all levels – Dispatch, 
1st Responders, SROs, Command Staff, Investigators and Civilians.
 
Public Safety Personnel will:

• Learn “What actually happened at Sandy Hook?”
• Identify what are Active Killer Incidents vs Active Shooter Incidents.
• Learn critical Lessons Learned from recent Active Killer Incidents, including the Sandy   
                                                                                                                             Hook School Shooting.
• Learn the importance of Dispatch Response to Active Killer (D-RAK) scriptwriting.
• Understand the concept of Shaving Seconds to Save Lives©.        
• Learn how to recognize Swatting Active Killer calls and False Active Killer Alarms and how         
                                                                                                            to limit the harm caused by them.
• Identify the 1st Priorities for the First Officers responding to an Active Killer Incident.
• Learn proper Command Post Operations for an Active Killer Incident.
• Learn challenges with Processing the Scene(s) of an Active Killer Incident.
• Learn the importance of issuing timely & appropriate Death Notifications.
• Understand how to provide continued support of Victims and their Families.
• Learn the proper After-Action Review Process.
• Learn some proper School Emergency Response Planning techniques.
• Learn how to integrate their current agency’s training and policies with the        
                                                                                                               aforementioned teaching points.
• Discuss Post-traumatic stress concerns in the wake of an Active Killer Incident.

Lead Instructor

 

Daniel Jewiss

CT State Police (Ret)

Check out more training opportunities at:
www.TheRAKacademy.com

Don’t Miss

This Training!

Dan retired after 23 years of experience as a CT 

State Trooper.  His career in law enforcement 

included four years as a front-line patrol Trooper.  

Dan then spent twelve years as a Detective in the 

elite CT State Police Major Crime Squad where he 

investigated numerous high-profile felony cases. In 

2012 Dan was assigned as the Lead Investigator 

for the tragic Sandy Hook School Shooting in 

which 26 lives were taken.  

In 2014 Dan became an Instructor at the State 

Police Training Academy where his primary areas 

of instruction were Search & Seizure, Active Killer 

Response and Leadership.  Dan remains committed 

to supporting those victims and their families from 

Sandy Hook, as well as spreading his law 

enforcement perspective and Lessons Learned 

from that horrific event.  Dan is the Founder and 

President of The RAK Academy and Senior 

Associate at Team Training Associates. Dan also 

retired as a Master Sergeant after 20 years in the 

Army National Guard. He uses his vast training 

and experience, passion for crime solving and 

public safety, along with his unique teaching style 

to create a must have learning experience for all 

Public Safety personnel.

RAK Courses have received amazing reviews across the U.S., including in 
CT, MA, RI, NH, NY, DE, MD, WV, ND, MT, MS, NC, TN, FL, OH, IN, NE, MI, WY, KY, AL, TX & CA. 

Registration Info:
Click HERE to register 

- or - 
Scan this QR Code

Hosted by:
Hamilton
County 

Public Safety

Co-Instructor

 

Dr. Eric Murray

CT State Police (Ret)

Eric is a decorated military and law enforcement 

veteran with 35 years of professional public safety 

experience. He has served in the U.S. Army 

Infantry, a municipal police department and the 

past 31 years with the Connecticut State Police. In 

2012 Eric responded as a member of the TAC 

Team to the Sandy Hook School Shooting. He later 

was assigned to conduct the After Action Review 

of that tragedy. Eric retired in 2021 after serving as 

the Commanding Officer of the State Police 

Training Academy. During his career, Eric has 

held numerous administrative and operational 

assignments which have provided the necessary 

leadership framework for his training 

programs. Eric has taught leadership and human 

performance management to hundreds of 

organizations and thousands of private and public 

employees across the United States and abroad.
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