
INDIANA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY Page ___ of ___
5402 S. Co. Rd. 700 East, Plainfield, IN  46168 

Lesson Plan 
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Instructor Notes (handwriLen): 

INTRODUCTION 
SELF-INTRODUCTION 

ATTENTION-GETTER! 

LEARNING / PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES: 
AS A RESULT OF THIS INSTRUCTION, THE STUDENT WILL BE ABLE TO: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

LESSON TIE-IN 

SAFETY WARNING / DISCLAIMER 
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PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE #1:  
 SUPPORTING DETAILS   
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REVIEW / SUMMARY 

SUMMARY STATEMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE-STATE LEARNING / PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES 
1.   

2.   

3.   

4.   

5.    

ANY QUESTIONS? 
 
 
RISK MITIGATION MEASURES: 
 

 

 

 

 

 


	intro2: I have been bass fishing for 50 yearsI currently hold 3 state and world records
	intro1: Master Fisherman Tom LahayEmployed by Fishermen's AnonymousI hold 12 certificates from UniversitiesI have written 5 books on bass fishingI am a graduate of Lunker University
	PO1: List three (3) different species of black bass native to the state of Indiana
	PO2: List at least five (5) different things that bass consume as part of their regular diet
	PO3: Define ‘artificial bait’, and explain the difference between artificial baits and live baits.
	PO4: Give at least four (4) different examples of artificial baits commonly used for bass fishing.
	attention getter: Bass fishing prayer: “Lord, grant me the serenity to accept the size of the fish that I catch, the courage not to lie about it, and the wisdom to know that none of my fishing buddies would believe me anyway.  Amen!”
	LESSON TIE-IN: If you have ever fished as a kid, you probably never liked it if you NEVER caught any fish.  Therefore, you probably never fished again.  If you did catch fish as a kid, however, you probably came back for more.  That’s why it’s called fishing and not catching.  The sooner that you can learn how bass live, you can more quickly turn the fishing game into a catching game. 
	SAFETY2: Make sure that you are aware of all State fishing rules and regulations before bass fishing. 
	SAFETY1: The instructor will be passing around some artificial baits.  These have sharp hooks and hook protectors.  Please leave the hook protectors on the baits while passing around.
	SD1: There are 3 types of black bass that are native to the state of Indiana.  The first species of native black bass in Indiana is the largemouth bass.  The largemouth bass is the largest of the black basses in Indiana.  It is called a ‘largemouth’ bass, not because of the size of its mouth, but the size of its mouth compared to the length of its entire body.  If you close the mouth of the largemouth bass, the outside corner of the mouth almost always extends past the rear of the bass’s eye.  This is a unique feature of the largemouth bass. The largemouth bass also has a dark band, located along the lateral line, that runs from the outside edge of the gill plate all the way to the caudal fin (tail fin).The second species of black bass found in Indiana is the smallmouth bass.  The smallmouth bass is commonly found in rivers and streams, although it does thrive in larger ponds and lakes.  It is NOT called a smallmouth bass because its mouth is small than that of a largemouth bass.  Once again, the size of the mouth compared to the entire length of its body is a smaller proportion, so it is called a smallmouth bass.  When the smallmouth bass’s mouth is closed, the outside corner of the mouth does NOT extend past the eye.  Rather, it usually falls at the beginning or up to midway of the eye.  A smallmouth bass usually has bronze-colored streaks in its cheek, which earn it the nickname of ‘bronze back’.  The body of the smallmouth bass is usually taller than the average body of a largemouth bass.  A good comparison for the body of the smallmouth bass would be a football.  The smallmouth bass does not have the dark mid-side band that largemouth bass usually have. The third species of black bass native to Indiana is the Spotted Bass.  The spotted bass is also known as the ‘Kentucky Bass’.  A Spotted Bass looks much like a largemouth bass and has the dark mid-side band that runs along the lateral line.  However, the mouth size of the Spotted Bass is slightly smaller than that of a Largemouth Bass.  When the mouth is closed on a Spotted Bass, the outside corner of the mouth does not usually reach the back of the eye.  Many spotted bass also have characteristic ‘red eyes’, which Largemouth Bass do not.  This is why the Spotted Bass is sometimes called the ‘Red Eye’.
	PE1: Students will be shown several pictures of different bass as a group.  Students should be able to identify each species shown in the picture using the identification characteristics listed above. 
	SD2: Bass in Indiana typically consume small fish, crayfish, insects, frogs and small birds.  Fish consist of most their daily diet.  These fish species vary depend on availability and numbers and include minnows, chubs, small panfish. A bass is considered a carnivore, so it will eat anything that moves if hungry.
	PE2: None 
	SD3: Live bait is defined as any natural, living organism that can be used to catch fish (Westmoreland, 2020).  An artificial bait is defined as a lure that shall include manufactured or handmade flies, spinners, plugs, spoons, and facsimiles of live animals, but shall not be construed to include artificially-produced organic baits and fish eggs that are intended to be ingested (Westmoreland, 2020). Examples of artificial baits include spinner baits, crank baits, swim baits and soft plastic baits.  (Show examples of each class of artificial bait.  Pass baits around the group)
	PE3: None
	PO5: Explain the different factors that affect what type of artificial bait(s) may be successful at any one given time. 
	SD4: Examples of artificial baits include spinner baits, crank baits, swim baits and soft plastic baits.1. Spinner baits - usually use a grass skirt of some kind (different colors); use one or two spinners (chrome or gold; round blade or willow blade); when spinner works properly, the spinner flashes and the bait vibrates2. Crank baits - usually a shallow to deep diving facsimile of a fish or food source; can be made of plastic, wood, or composite; when used properly, the bait usually swims or shakes as it travels through the water; the shaking causes vibration in the crank bait3.  Swim baits - usually a soft plastic or plastic facsimile of a fish or other natural food source; made to be cast and retrieved in a manner to mimic swimming; can come in shallow and deep running models4.  Soft plastic - largest variety; made of soft plastic resin; made to mimic any/all natural food sources; most adaptable; can be used in all types of water clarity, and time of year
	PE4: 
	SD5: There are several things that can affect how and when bass eat or strike at a real or artificial bait.  Some of these external factors include water temperature, time of year, water clarity, weather, wind, sunlight, and normal dietary habits. Even though bass may not be hungry, they may still ‘eat’, by striking at an artificial bait if it is within their strike zone.  What affects their desire to do this are internal factors. Bass are opportunistic feeders. Many times, they will eat if a bait falls in their lap. How to trigger a bass to strike? (Slides 13-14; Use the glazed donut on a rod/reel to entice a cop to eat)Even when not hungry, bass can strike at artificial baits.  Here are some ways to entice a ‘strike’ when bass fishing.• Vary your retrieve (speed and tempo)• Don’t just go through the motions (add life to your retrieve)• Saturate the area with your bait (several times)• Ignore the norms• Give them the one-two combination (throwing 2 different types of baits in an area)
	PE5: Demonstrate 'strike zone' by using a glazed donut tied to a bait casting rod.  Use a student in the class to demonstrate how mood and distance can play a significant role in whether or not a fisherman can entice a strike. 
	SUMMARY STATEMENT: Successful bass fishing in Indiana is not an exact science.  It just requires a basic understanding how the fish survives on its own.  During this instruction, the basics of bass fishing in Indiana will be discussed.  A brief introduction will be given for the student to be able to identify the subspecies of bass found in Indiana. After identifying the bass, the student will be exposed to the types of things that bass eat. This instruction will also include a comparison of artificial baits to real items that bass consume, so that they can catch fish more consistently. 
	RISK MGMT: No significant risk mitigation measure taken outside of posting classroom rules outside of the classroom. 


