
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
AND 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 

CITY OF RICHMOND 
West Side Interceptor Basin Project 

SRF PROJECT WW 21 09 89 08 
DATE:  December 21, 2020 
 
TARGET PROJECT APPROVAL DATE:  January 22, 2021 
 
I.    INTRODUCTION 
 
The above entity has applied to the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF) Loan Program for a loan to 
finance all or part of the wastewater project described in the accompanying Environmental Assessment 
(EA).   As part of facilities planning requirements, an environmental review has been completed which 
addresses the project's impacts on the natural and human environment.  This review is summarized in the 
attached EA, which can also be viewed in color at http://www.in.gov/ifa/srf/. 
 
 
II. PRELIMINARY FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FNSI) 
 
The SRF Clean Water Program has evaluated all pertinent environmental information regarding the 
proposed project and determined that an Environmental Impact Statement is not necessary.  Subject to 
responses received during the 30-day public comment period, and pursuant to Indiana Code 5-1.2-3, it is 
our preliminary finding that the construction and operation of the proposed facilities will result in no 
significant adverse environmental impact.  In the absence of significant comments, the attached EA shall 
serve as the final environmental document. 
 
 
III.    COMMENTS 
 
All interested parties may comment upon the EA/FNSI.  Comments must be received at the address below 
by the target approval date above.  Significant comments may prompt a reevaluation of the preliminary 
FNSI; if appropriate, a new FNSI will be issued for another 30-day public comment period.  A final 
decision to proceed, or not to proceed, with the proposed project shall be effected by finalizing, or not 
finalizing, the FNSI as appropriate.  Comments regarding this document should be sent within 30 days to: 
 

April Douglas 
Environmental Review Coordinator  

State Revolving Fund 
100 N. Senate Ave.   IGCN 1275 

Indianapolis, IN  46204 
317-234-7294 

adouglas@ifa.in.gov 
 

      

   

 
 
 
State Revolving Fund Loan Programs 
Clean Water, Drinking Water, Nonpoint Source 
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I.  PROJECT IDENTIFICATION 
 

Project Name and Address: West Side Interceptor Basin Project 
       City of Richmond 

      1936 Niewoehner Road 
       Richmond, IN 47374 

 
 SRF Project Number:   WW 21 09 89 08 
 

Authorized Representative:  Sue Miller, Sanitary Board President   
     

       II.  PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The West Side Interceptor Basin project is located in Wayne County, Wayne township, Richmond 
24K USGS Quadrangle, township 13N, range 1W section 5, and township 14N, range 1W section 
32.  See Figures 1 and 2. 

 
        III.  PROJECT NEED AND PURPOSE 

 
During dry weather, domestic sanitary flow is conveyed south towards the wastewater treatment plant 
via the West Side Interceptor, which parallels the East Fork Whitewater River. From there, sanitary 
flow is routed through the West Side Siphon, which is a 21-inch diameter inverted siphon that 
discharges into the East Side Interceptor. 
 
During wet weather, the West Side Interceptor Basin experiences significant wet weather flows, and 
several sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs) are potentially occurring throughout the system. All SSOs 
are prohibited in Indiana. The reality though is that sanitary sewer collection systems experience 
significant impacts due to infiltration and inflow. In older sanitary collection systems, infiltration and 
inflow can approach hydraulic behavior and wet weather response similar to a combined collection 
system. 

 
         IV.  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
The recommended project includes new gravity sewers and an additional West Side Siphon.  The new 
gravity sewers will provide additional capacity to the West Side Interceptor Basin as well as reduce 
infiltration and inflow.  Proposed pipe sizes were determined by the hydraulic model of the system in 
order to eliminate capacity concerns and sanitary sewer overflows up to the single event ten-year, 
one-hour design storm.  The recommended project includes: 

 
• Approximately 345 LF of 10-inch diameter sanitary sewer and associated manholes; 
• Approximately 4,375 LF of 24-inch diameter sanitary sewer and associated manholes; 
• Approximately 660 LF each of 10- and 18-inch diameter siphon and associated structures; 
• Approximately 2,315 LF of cured in place pipe lining; 
• Approximately 4,790 LF of existing pipe abandonment; and 
• Minor slope stabilization. 

 
The project includes abandonment of the existing interceptor located near the Starr Piano site using 
flowable fill.  The project includes open cut installation of the siphons across the East Fork 
Whitewater River.                      

ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT 
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V.  ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS, AFFORDABILITY AND FUNDING 
  

A. Selected Plan Estimated Cost Summary 

 West Side Interceptor Basin 
 Mobilization/Demobilization    $305,000 

Contractor Construction Engineering         $119,000 
Utility Relocation Allowance $50,000 
Maintenance and Protection of Traffic $75,000 
Temporary Erosion Control $100,000 
Bypass Pumping $158,000 
10-inch Diameter Sanitary Sewer $106,950 
24-inch Diameter Sanitary Sewer $2,581,250 
10-inch Diameter Sanitary Siphon $924,000 
18-inch Diameter Sanitary Siphon $1,056,000 
21-inch CIPP Lining $416,700 
West Side Interceptor Flowable Fill $143,700 
Tunnel Structure Modification STR 310 $300,000 
Standard Structure Modifications $50,000                             

                 Construction Sub-Total $6,385,600 
        10% Construction Contingency (Rounded) $638,600       
                 Total Construction Cost $7,024,200 
                                                    
                 Non-Construction Costs $1,756,100 
 

 West Side Interceptor Basin Total Estimated Project Cost $8,780,300 
      
    B.   The total cost of these projects is estimated to be approximately $8,780,300.  The City of 

Richmond will finance the project with a loan from the State Revolving Fund Loan Program for a 
term and annual fixed interest rate to be determined at loan closing. The actual loan amount will 
depend on the bids received. Monthly user rates and charges may need to be analyzed to determine 
if adjustments are required for loan repayment. 

 
        VI. DESCRIPTION OF EVALUATED ALTERNATIVES 
 

 The “No Action” alternative is not practical, environmentally sound nor economical.  If no action is 
taken, the existing sanitary sewer overflows and capacity concerns will continue to occur during 
significant wet weather events. In addition, sewer capacity will become a greater issue in the future 
due to the aging infrastructure, causing an increased risk to human health and the environment. 
 

Alternative 1 consists of installing two 18-inch diameter wet weather relief siphons, which would 
convey flow under the East Fork Whitewater River to the large diameter East Side Interceptor. This 
alternative also includes 6,750 linear feet of cured in place pipe (CIPP) lining and 2,075 linear feet of 24-
inch diameter sewer replacement. The project involves targeted slope stabilization. 
 
Alternative 2 includes the construction of approximately 4,375 linear feet of 24-inch diameter 
interceptor as well as new 10- and 18-inch diameter sanitary siphons, which will convey dry and wet 
weather flows to the East Side Interceptor. This alternative also consists of abandoning approximately 
4,790 linear feet of existing interceptor and 2,315 linear feet of CIPP lining. The project involves 
minor slope stabilization.  This is the selected plan.  
 
Alternative 3 includes the installation of 10- and 18-inch diameter sanitary siphons, which will 
convey dry and wet weather flows from the upper portion of the West Side Interceptor Basin to the 
East Side Interceptor. This alternative also includes approximately 6,750 linear feet of CIPP lining. 
The project involves targeted slope stabilization. 
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Alternative 4 is a complete replacement solution and includes the installation of approximately 8,825 
feet of sanitary sewer with 24- and 30-inch diameter interceptor. The project involves targeted slope 
stabilization. 
 

VII. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF THE FEASIBLE ALTERNATIVES 
  
          A.  Direct Impacts of Construction and Operation 
 

Disturbed/Undisturbed Land:  Work related to the installation of the sanitary sewers will occur 
in disturbed rights-of-way, adjacent to and within roadways and existing utility trenches.  All 
areas have been previously disturbed by previous construction activity.  
 
Structural Resources (Figure 3):  The proposed storm sewer installation will occur near the 
Starr Piano Company Administration Building and Warehouse, a site listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places as NR-0433.  Construction and operation of the project will not alter, 
demolish or remove historic properties.  If any visual or audible impacts to historic properties 
occur, they will be temporary and will not alter the characteristics that qualify such properties for 
inclusion in or eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places.  The SRF’s finding 
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is: “no historic properties 
affected.” 

Surface Waters:  Surface waters near the project include the West and East Forks of the 
Whitewater River as well as tributaries to these waterways. Construction projects are not 
expected to have any detrimental long-term impacts on these surface waters. Short-term impacts 
will relate only to excavation activities for the installation of the interceptor, sewer, and 
structures and will be minimal. These impacts be easily mitigated through the use of appropriate 
techniques for erosion control and surface restoration during and following construction. 

The East Fork Whitewater River is not listed as a Water of High Quality (327 IAC 2-1-2 (3)); 
Exceptional Use Stream (327 IAC 2-1-11); natural, Scenic, and Recreation River or Stream (312 
IAC 7-2); or salmonid Stream (327 IAC 2-1.5-5). The East Fork Whitewater River is not 
included on Indiana’s List of Outstanding Commonwealth Engineers, Inc. Richmond Sanitary 
District April 2020 West Side Interceptor Basin Preliminary Engineering Report 5-4 Rivers. 
However, the East Fork Whitewater River is on the “Roster of Indiana Waterways Declared 
Navigable” from the border of Union County and Wayne County to the junction with the 
Whitewater River (26.25 river miles).  

The project will not adversely affect waters of high quality listed in 327 IAC 2-1-2(3), 
exceptional use streams listed in 327 IAC 2-1-11(b), Natural, Scenic and Recreational Rivers and 
Streams listed in 327 IAC7-(2), Salmonid Streams listed in 327 IAC 2-1.5-5(a)(3), or waters on 
the Outstanding Rivers list (NRC Non-rule Policy Document). 

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management develops Indiana’s 303(d) List of 
Impaired Waters, identifying streams that do not meet water quality standards. The East Fork of 
the Whitewater River was found to be on this list for Wayne County for polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs) (Fish Tissue) and E.Coli. 
 
Wetlands (Figure 4):  The area along East Fort Whitewater River is considered a riverine 
wetland, which will need to be crossed as a part of this project. The siphon will likely be 
constructed underneath the East Fork Whitewater River using open-cut construction. The eastern 
bank of the river is shown as a wetland. All components of this project are underground utilities, 
and the ground will be restored to the original condition after construction. Mitigation measures 
to lessen and compensate for wetland impacts will be implemented. 
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Floodplain (Figure 5):  Due to the nature of this project being underground utilities, this project 
will not adversely affect the 100-year floodplain. 
 
Groundwater: The project area is found to have a water table greater than two hundred (200) 
centimeters deep. Due to the depth requirements of this project, sections of the project may be 
affected by high groundwater. If dewatering is required to complete construction, dewatering 
flows will be discharged to a settling basin prior to being discharged to surface water. The 
amount of dewatering is anticipated to be minimal. Therefore, dewatering is not expected to 
cause long-term detriment to the groundwater table. No sole sourced aquifers will be affected by 
the proposed project. 
 
Plants and Animals:  The Preliminary Engineering Report (PER) states:  The majority of 
construction activity performed as a result of recommendations of this PER will be completed on 
property presently owned by the City, on easements, or on property purchased by the City. The 
project will be implemented to minimize impact to nonendangered species and their habitat. If 
necessary, mitigation measures required by the Indiana Department of Natural Resources and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will be implemented. 
 
Prime Farmland:  The project will not convert prime farmland.   
 
Air Quality:  Construction activities may generate some noise, fumes and dust, but should not 
significantly affect air quality. 
 
Open Space and Recreational Opportunities: The proposed project’s construction will impact 
a small portion of the Veterans Memorial Park, which is located immediately east of the East 
Fork Whitewater River. However, the impacted area will be fully restored, and operation will not 
limit any recreational opportunities. 
 
Lake Michigan Coastal Program:  The project will not affect the Lake Michigan Coastal Zone. 
 
National Natural Landmarks:  Construction and operation of the proposed project will not 
affect National Natural Landmarks. 

 
B.   Indirect Impacts 

The city’s PER states:  The Richmond Sanitary District (RSD), through the authority of the City 
Council will ensure that future development as well as future collection system or treatment 
works projects connecting to SRF-funded facilities, will not adversely impact archaeological / 
historical / structural resources, wetlands, wooded areas, or other sensitive environmental 
resources. The City will require new development and treatment works projects to be 
constructed within the guidelines of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, IDNR, IDEM, and other 
environmental review authorities. 

 
C.  Comments from Environmental Review Authorities 
  

In correspondence dated July 20, 2020, the Indiana Department of Natural Resources Division of 
Historic Preservation and Archaeology stated: 

Pursuant to Indiana Code 5-1.2-10, Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (54 
U.S.C. § 306108), and 36 C.F.R. Part 800, the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer 
(“Indiana SHPO”) is conducting an analysis of the materials dated and received by the 
Indiana SHPO on June 22, 2020, for the above indicated project in Richmond, Wayne County, 
Indiana. 
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Based on our analysis, it has been determined that no historic properties will be altered, 
demolished, or removed by the proposed project. This analysis is subject to the following 
condition: 

• The proposed project ground disturbance remains within areas which have been 
disturbed by past construction activities. Please be advised, however, that 
archaeological deposits may exist underneath modern disturbance. 

If any prehistoric or historic archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during 
construction, demolition, or earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and 
29) requires that the discovery must be reported to the Department of Natural Resources 
within two (2) business days. In that event, please call (317) 232-1646. Be advised that 
adherence to Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and 29 does not obviate the need to adhere to 
applicable federal statutes and regulations, including but not limited to 36 C.F.R. 800. 

 
In correspondence dated July 21, 2020, the United States Fish and Wildlife Service stated: 

 This responds to your letter received June 23, 2020 requesting U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) review of the proposed City of Richmond westside interceptor basin project in Wayne 
County, Indiana. These comments are consistent with the intent of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of l969, the Endangered Species Act of l973, and the U. S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's Mitigation Policy. The proposed project consists of installing new gravity sewers and 
an additional siphon. The siphon will cross the East Fork Whitewater River via open cut 
method. We recommend the following mitigation measures to minimize impacts on streams and 
aquatic habitat:  

1. Avoid or minimize removal of mature native hardwood trees within the construction 
corridor. 

2. If directional drilling is not feasible, construct the stream crossings during a low flow 
period and use best management practices to prevent erosion and soil runoff to the streams. 
Avoid mussel beds and areas of high-quality aquatic habitats, such as gravel/rock riffles. 

3. Establish vegetated buffer strips along stream banks after work is completed. Buffer strip 
widths should be at least 10 feet and preferably 25 feet. 

4. Avoid disturbance within the stream channel during the fish spawning season (April 1 - 
June30). Ephemeral streams, agricultural ditches and badly degraded streams can be 
excluded from this recommendation. 

5. Revegetate disturbed areas as soon as possible after construction, using native vegetation. 
We recommend seed mixes that include species of nectar-producing plants and milkweed 
native to the area where the mix is applied. 

Wetland and stream impacts may require permits from the US Army Corps of Engineers, the 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management’s Water Quality Certification program 
and the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. Wetland impacts should be avoided, and 
any unavoidable impacts should be compensated for in accordance with the Corps of 
Engineers mitigation guidelines. 

Endangered Species 

Wayne County is within the range of the federally endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) 
and the federally threatened northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis). 



SRF Clean Water Program                                 Page 7 of 15 
City of Richmond Environmental Assessment: West Side Interceptor Basin Project 
Distributed December 21, 2020 for 30-day comment period to the public. 
   

There is suitable summer habitat for the Indiana bat and northern long-eared bat present 
throughout the area surrounding the project site. The project will not eliminate enough habitat 
to affect these species, but to avoid incidental take from removal of an occupied roost tree we 
recommend that tree-clearing be avoided during the period April 1 – September 30. If this 
measure is implemented we concur that the proposed project is not likely to adversely affect 
these listed species. 

This precludes the need for further consultation on this project as required under Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act. If project plans are changed significantly, please contact our 
office for further consultation. 

 
In correspondence dated July 22, 2020, the Department of Natural Resources Environmental 
Unit stated: 
 

The Indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above referenced project per 
your request. Our agency offers the following comments for your information and in 
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. 
 
If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the recommendations contained in 
this letter may become requirements of any permit issued. If we do not have permitting 
authority, all recommendations are voluntary. 
 
Regulatory Assessment:  This proposal will require the formal approval for construction in a 
floodway under the Flood Control Act, IC 14-28-1, unless it qualifies for a general license 
under Administrative Rule 312 IAC 10-5 that applies to utility line crossings (see enclosure). 
Please include a copy of this letter with the permit application if the project does not meet the 
general license criteria. 
 
Natural Heritage Database:   The Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked. 
To date, no plant or animal species listed as state or federally threatened, endangered, 
or rare have been reported to occur in the project vicinity. 

Fish & Wildlife Comments:   Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical 
resources to the greatest extent possible, and compensate for impacts. The following are 
recommendations that address potential impacts identified in the proposed project area: 

1)  Directional Boring: We recommend that all creek or stream crossings be done using a 
trenchless method. The length of the bore should include any forested riparian areas along the 
creek to minimize impacts to forested habitat. Install erosion control measures such as silt 
fencing or other appropriate devices around directional drilling pits in order to prevent 
drilling mud from leaving the immediate area of the pit or entering the stream. 
 
If the open-trench method is necessary and the only feasible option at any of the planned 
stream crossings due to the site conditions, then the following measures should be 
implemented: 
 

a. Any open-trench stream crossing should be timed to coincide with the low-water time of 
year (typically mid- to late-summer). 
 

b.  Restore disturbed streambanks using bioengineering bank stabilization methods and 
revegetate disturbed banks with native trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants. Stream bank 
slopes after project completion should be restored to stable-slope steepness (not steeper 
than 2:1). 
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c. The cleared width through any forested area should be the minimum needed to install 
the line and no more than 20 feet wide through the forested area to allow the canopy to 
close over the line. 
 

d. Use graded stone or riprap to protect the section of trench below the normal water level 
from scour or erosion (any stone or riprap fill in the streambed must not be placed 
above the existing streambed elevation to avoid creating a fish passage obstruction). 

 
2) Bank Stabilization: It is likely that bank work will be needed if the siphon across East Fork 
Whitewater River is installed via an open cut method. Establishing vegetation along the banks 
is critical for stabilization and erosion control. In addition to vegetation, some other form of 
bank stabilization may be needed. While hard armoring alone (e.g. riprap or glacial stone) 
may be needed in certain instances, soft armoring and bioengineering techniques should be 
considered first. In many instances, one or more methods are necessary to increase the 
likelihood of vegetation establishment. Combining vegetation with most bank stabilization 
methods can provide additional bank protection and help reduce impacts upon fish and 
wildlife. Information about bioengineering techniques can be found at 
http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20120404-IR-312120154NRA.xml.pdf.  Also, the following is 
a USDA/NRCS document that outlines many different bioengineering techniques for 
streambank stabilization: http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/17553.wba. 
 
Riprap must not be placed in the active thalweg channel or placed in the streambed in a 
manner that precludes fish or aquatic organism passage (riprap must not be placed above the 
existing streambed elevation). Riprap may be used only at the toe of the sideslopes up to the 
ordinary high water mark (OHWM). The banks above the OHWM must be restored, stabilized, 
and revegetated using geotextiles and a mixture of grasses, sedges, wildflowers, shrubs, and 
trees native to Eastern Indiana and specifically for stream bank/floodway stabilization 
purposes as soon as possible upon completion. 
 
3) Riparian Habitat: We recommend a mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with the 
permit application, if required) for any unavoidable habitat impacts that will occur. The 
DNR's Habitat Mitigation guidelines (and plant lists) can be found online at: 
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20200527-IR-312200284NRA.xml.pdf. 
 
Impacts to non-wetland forest of one (1) acre or more should be mitigated at a minimum 
2:1 ratio. If less than one acre of non-wetland forest is removed in a rural setting, replacement 
should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area. Impacts to non-wetland forest under one (1) acre in an 
urban setting should be mitigated by planting five trees, at least 2 inches in diameter-at-breast 
height (dbh), for each tree which is removed that is 10" dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based 
on the number of large trees) or by using the 1:1 replacement ratio based on area depending 
on the type of habitat impacted (individual canopy tree removal in an urban streetscape or 
park-like environment versus removal of habitat supporting a tree canopy, woody understory, 
and herbaceous layer). Impacts under 0.10 acre in an urban area may still involve the 
replacement of large diameter trees but typically do not require any additional mitigation or 
additional plantings beyond seeding and stabilizing disturbed areas. There are exceptions for 
high quality habitat sites however. 
 
4) Cofferdams: Any proposed dewatering should be detailed using the following guidelines: 
 

a. Dewatering should be limited to one streambank or side of the creek (at the bridge 
construction site) at a time so at least half of the creek is always flowing naturally. On 
larger streams, both sides can be dammed at once as long as the center of the channel is 
allowed to flow naturally.  
 

http://www.in.gov/legislative/iac/20120404-IR-312120154NRA.xml.pdf
http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/17553.wba
http://iac.iga.in.gov/iac/20200527-IR-312200284NRA.xml.pdf
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b. Do not dewater directly into the stream. Dewater into a sediment bag, into a roll off box, 
and onto a riprap apron or similar system. 

 
c. Cofferdam materials and methods can vary. Self-contained and encapsulated materials 

and methods are recommended. Anything filled with water is better than soil-filled 
where there is a potential for leaking or failure of the system due to length of use or 
accidents.  

 
d. Dewatering pumps should incorporate filters or bypasses to avoid injuring or killing fish 

and other aquatic organisms. 
 
5) Stream/Wetland Habitat: For any stream and/or wetland impacts, you may need to contact 
the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) 401 program and the US 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 404 program. 
 
The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, minimize, or 
compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical resources: 

 
1. Revegetate all bare and disturbed areas that will not be mowed and maintained with a 

mixture of grasses, sedges, and wildflowers native to Eastern Indiana and specifically 
for stream bank/floodway stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon completion; 
turf-type grasses (including low-endophyte, friendly endophyte, and endophyte free tall 
fescue but excluding all other varieties of tall fescue) may be used in regularly mowed 
areas only 

2. Minimize and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the clearing 
of trees and brush. 

3. Do not work in the waterway from April 1 through June 30 without the prior written 
approval of the Division of Fish and Wildlife. 

4. Do not cut any trees suitable for Indiana bat or Northern Long-eared bat roosting 
(greater than 5 inches dbh, living or dead, with loose hanging bark, or with cracks, 
crevices, or cavities) from April 1 through September 30. 

5. Use minimum average 6 inch graded riprap stone extended below the normal water 
level to provide habitat for aquatic organisms in the voids. 

6. Do not use broken concrete as riprap. 
7. Underlay the riprap with a bedding layer of well graded aggregate or a geotextile to 

prevent piping of soil underneath the riprap. 
8. Minimize the movement of resuspended bottom sediment from the immediate project 

area. 
9. Appropriately designed measures for controlling erosion and sediment must be 

implemented to prevent sediment from entering the stream or leaving the construction 
site; maintain these measures until construction is complete and all disturbed areas are 
stabilized. 

10. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes not protected by other methods 
that are 3:1 or steeper with erosion control blankets that are heavy-duty, 
biodegradable, and net free or that use loose-woven / Leno-woven netting to minimize 
the entrapment and snaring of small-bodied wildlife such as snakes and turtles (follow 
manufacturer's recommendations for selection and installation); seed and apply mulch 
on all other disturbed areas. 

 
In correspondence dated September 23, 2020, the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
stated: 
 



SRF Clean Water Program                                 Page 10 of 15 
City of Richmond Environmental Assessment: West Side Interceptor Basin Project 
Distributed December 21, 2020 for 30-day comment period to the public. 
   

The proposed project to include new gravity sewers and an additional West Side Siphon in the 
Town of Richmond, Wayne County, Indiana, as referred to in your letter received September 
23, 2020, will not cause a conversion of prime farmland.  

VIII.  MITIGATION MEASURES 

The City’s PER states: 
 

The majority of the environmental impacts will occur during construction with all discharges to 
be regulated by the proposed effluent limits and required National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit from the Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management (IDEM) (Appendix A). All construction issues will be temporary in nature, since 
no significant impacts to environmental, historical, or other regulated resources are involved. 
These temporary construction impacts include the potential for noise, dust, and construction 
site erosion. Provisions will be included in the construction specifications to limit such 
problems and to provide erosion control in accordance with the current state standards. The 
work is expected to be completed during normal working hours, restricting any work-related 
nuisances to those hours. All construction equipment will be required to have mufflers to reduce 
noise pollution. Additionally, reasonable and proper construction techniques and clean-up 
practices will be required by the contractor to reduce dust emissions. Proper surface wetting 
practices will be required. Erosion control measures including seeding, drainage inlet 
protection, and silt fencing will also be utilized. 

 
 IX.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
A properly noticed public hearing was held on June 23, 2020, at 10 am via a teleconferencing 
webinar to discuss the PER.  There were no questions on this project during the hearing.  No written 
comments were received during the 5-day comment period following the hearing.  
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Figure 1 – Recommended project for the West Side Interceptor Basin Project in Richmond Indiana  



SRF Clean Water Program                                 Page 12 of 15 
City of Richmond Environmental Assessment: West Side Interceptor Basin Project 
Distributed December 21, 2020 for 30-day comment period to the public. 
   

 
 

Figure 2 – Plans for the Siphon Structures that will cross the Whitewater River 
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Figure 3 –SHAARD map 
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Figure 4 – Wetlands map  
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Figure 5 – Floodplain Map 


