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Indiana grantees awarded nearly $4.3M in U.S. EPA brownfield grant funding

INDIANAPOLIS, June 12, 2015— On May 28, 2015, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) awarded 20 Brownfield Assessment Grants totaling $4,264,000 to 10 Indiana applicants.  Indiana is the highest funded of six states in U.S. EPA Region 5 for this nationally competitive grant round, with a 22% increase in the number of grants awarded compared to 2014. The Indiana Brownfields Program (Program) assisted the 10 awarded applicants, as well as 13 other applicants from across the State, with letters of support during the highly competitive national U.S. EPA grant proposal process.

The Program is pleased to be a partner with all levels of government to help with brownfield redevelopment.  Jim McGoff, Director of Environmental Programs for the IFA, remarked “Brownfield redevelopment is a vital component in improving the economy, providing jobs, cleaning up neighborhoods and enhancing the quality of life for Indiana residents.”  

Among the 147 U.S. EPA Brownfields Assessment and Cleanup grantees nationwide, the following Indiana awardees received Assessment Grants:  

· Columbus, IN - Assessment Community-wide:  $400,000
· Henry County, IN - Assessment Coalition:  $500,000
· Huntington, IN - Assessment Community-wide:  $350,000
· Indianapolis, IN - Assessment Community-wide: $400,000
· Kankakee-Iroquois Regional Planning Commission, Northwestern Indiana - Assessment Coalition:  $500,000
· Kokomo, IN - Assessment Coalition:  $500,000
· Lake Station, IN - Assessment Community-wide:  $350,000
· Lawrence, IN - Assessment Community-wide:  $400,000
· Rushville, IN - Assessment Community-wide:  $364,000
· Southern Indiana Development Commission - Assessment Coalition:  $500,000

This year’s grant recipients are a mix of seasoned and new grantees. The City of Columbus, for example, is a first-time recipient that plans to use its $400,000 assessment grant award to perform multiple assessments to support the city’s strategic plan to expand residential and educational opportunities for its residents, enhance greenspace, and create commercial retail stores and services to boost the local economy.  U.S. EPA brownfield grants help address the environmental issues associated with brownfields in order to leverage public and private resources, create jobs, revitalize neighborhoods, improve quality of life, and support improved economic redevelopment.

# # #

About the Indiana Brownfields Program:
The Indiana Brownfields Program, a part of IFA’s Environmental Programs, works in partnership with the U.S. EPA and other Indiana agencies to assist communities in making productive use of their brownfield properties. The Program’s mission is to encourage and assist investment in the redevelopment of brownfield properties by helping communities via educational, financial, technical, and legal assistance to identify and mitigate environmental barriers that impede local economic growth. For more information about the Indiana Brownfields Program, visit the IFA Web site at http://www.brownfields.in.gov 
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